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the present century, has said : “The history of a country is best told ina record of the
lives of its people." In conformity with this idea the PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL
ALBUM of this county has been prepared. Instead of going to musty records, and
taking therefrom dry statistical matter that can be appreciated by but few, our

corps of writers have gone to the people, the men and women who have. by their
enterprise and industry, brought the county to a rank second to none among those
comprising this great and noble State, and from their lips have the story of their life
struggles. No more interesting or instructive matter could be presented to an intelli
gent public. In this Volume will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy the
imitation of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing life in pow-rty, by
industry and economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited
advantages for securing an education, hav€ become learned men and women, with an

intluence extending throughout the length and breadth of the land.

It tells of men who

have risen from the lower walks of life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have

become famous.

It tells of thoseIin every walk in life who have striven to succeed, and

records how that success has usually crowned their efforts.

It tells also of many. Very

many, who, not seeking the applause of the world, have pursued “the even tenor of their way,” content
to have it said of them as Christ said of the woman performing a deed of mercy—“they have done what
they could." It tells how that many in the pride and strength of young manhood left the plow and the
anvil, the lawyer’s office and the counting-room, left every trade and profession. and at their country‘s

call went forth valiantly “to do or die,” and how through their efforts the Union was restored and peace
once more reigned in the land.

In the life of every man and of every woman is a lesson that should not

be lost upon those who follow after.
Coming generations will appreciate this volume and preserve it as a sacred treasure, from the fact

that it contains so much that would never find its way into public records, and which would otherwise be
inaccessible. Great care has been taken in the compilation of the work and every opportunity possible
given to those represented to insure correctness in what has been written, and the publishers ﬂatter them
selves that they give to their readers a work with few errors of censequence.

In addition to the biograph

ical sketches, portraits of a number of representative citizens are given.

The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume.
publishers are not to blame.

For this the

Not having a proper conception of the Work, some refused to give the

information necessary to compile a sketch, while others were indifferent. Occasionally some member of
the family would oppose the enterprise, and on account of such opposition the support of the interested
one would be withheld.

In a few instances men could never be found, though repeated calls were made

at their residence or place of business.
.

CHICAGO, September, 1891.
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HE Father of our Country was
born in Westmorland Co., Va.,
Feb. 22, 1732. His parents
were Augustine and Mary
(Ball) Washington. The family
to which he belonged has not
been satisfactorily traced in
England.
His great-grand
father, John Washington, em

igrated to Virginia about 1657,
and became a prosperous
planter. He had two sons,
Lawrence and John. The
former married Mildred Warner
and had three children, John,
Augustine and Mildred. Augus
tine, the father of George, ﬁrst
married Jane Butler, who bore
him four children, two of whom,
Lawrence and Augustine, reached

maturity.

Of six children by his

second marriage, George was the

eldest, the others being Betty,
Samuel, John Augustine, Charles
and Mildred.
Augustine Washington, the father of George, died
in 1743, leaving a large landed property. To his

,

Remarkable stories are told of his great physica.
strength and development at an early age. He was
an acknowledged leader among his companions, and
was early noted for that nobleness of character, fair

ness and veracity which characterized his whole life.
When George was r4years oldhehad a desire to go to
sea, and a midsliipman’s warrant was secured for him,
but through the opposition of his mother the idea was

abandoned.

Two years later he was appointed

surveyor to the immense estate of Lord Fairfax.

In

this business he spent three years in a rough frontier
life, gaining experience which afterwards proved very
essential to him. In 175 r, though only 19 years of
age, he was appointed adjutant with the rank of
major in the Virginia militia, then being trained for
active service against the French and Indians. Soon

after this he sailed to the West Indies with his brother
Lawrence, who went there to restore his health. They
soon returned, and in the summer of 1752 Lawrence

died, leaving a large fortune to an infant daughter
who did not long survive him. On her demise the
estate of Mount Vernon was given to George.
Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie, as Lieuten
ant-Governor of Virginia, in 1752, the militia was
reorganized, and the province divided into four mili

tary districts, of which the northern was assigned to
Washington as adjutant general.

Shortly after this

an estate on

a very perilous mission was assigned him and ac

the Patomac, afterwards known as Mount Vernon,
and to George he left the parental residence. George
received only such education as the neighborhood
schools afforded, save for a short time after he left
school, when he received private instruction in
mathematics.
llis spelling was rather defective

cepted, which others had refused. This was to pro
ceed to the French post near Lake Erie in North
western Pennsylvania. The distance to be traversed

eldest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed

was between 500 and 600 miles. Winter was at hand,

and the journey was to be made without military
escort, through a territory occupied by Indians. The
\
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GEOkGE WA SHING' YUM
’“qm

trip was a perilous one, and several times he came near

commission as commander-in-chief of the-army to

losing his life, yet he returned in safety and furnished
a full and useful report of his expedition. A regiment
of 300 men was raised in Virginia and put in com
,mand of Col. Joshua Fry, and Major Washington was
commissioned lieutenant-colonel. Active war was
then begun against the French and Indians, in which
Washington took a most important part. In the
memorable event of July 9, 1755, known as Brad
dock's defeat, Washington was almost the only ofﬁcer
of distinction who escaped from the calamities of the
day with life and honor. The other aids of Braddock
were disabled early in the action, and Washington
alone was left in that capacity on the ﬁeld. In a letter
to his brother he says: “I had four bullets through
my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet I escaped
unhurt, though death was leveling my companions
on every side." An Indian sharpshooter said he was
not born to be killed by a bullet, for he had taken
direct aim at him seventeen times, and failed to hit
him.
After having been ﬁve years in the military service,
and vainly sought promotion in the royal army, he
took advantage of the fall of Fort Duquesne and‘ the
CXl)tllSlOl1 of the French from the valley of the Ohio,
t0 resign his commission. Soon after he entered the
Legislature, where, although not a leader, he took an
active and important part.
January 17, 1759, he
married Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) Custis, the wealthy
widow of John Parke Custis.

to the Continental Congress sitting at Annapolis. He

When the British Parliament had closed the port
of Boston, the cry went up throughout the provinces
that “The cause of Boston is the cause of us all."
It was then, at the suggestion of Virginia, that a Con
gress of all the colonies was called to meet at Phila
delphia,Sept. 5, 1774, to secure their common liberties,
peaceably if possible. To this Congress Col. Wash
ington was sent as a delegate. On May 10, 1775, the
Congress re-assembled, when the hostile intentions of
England were plainly apparent. The battles of Con
cord and Lexington had been fought. Among the
ﬁrst acts of this Congress was the election of a com

mander-in-chief of the colonial forces. This high and
responsible ofﬁce was conferred upon Washington,
who was still a member of the Congress. He accepted
it on June 19, but upon the express condition that he
receive no salary. He would keep an exact account
of expenses and expect Congress to pay them and
nothing more. It is not the object of this sketch to
trace the military acts of Washington, to whom the
fortunes and liberties of the people of this country
were so long conﬁded. The war was conducted by
him under every possible disadvantage, and whilehis
forces often met with reverses, yet he overcame every
obstacle, and after seven years of heroic devotion
and matchless skill he gained liberty for the greatest
nation of earth. On Dec. 23, 1783, Washington, in
a parting address of surpassing beauty, resigned his

retired immediately to Mount Vernon and resumed
his occupation as a farmer and planter, shunning all
connection with public life.
In February,r789, Washington was unanimously
elected President. In his presidential career he was
subject to the peculiar trials incidental to a new
government; trials from lack of conﬁdence on the part
of other governments; trials from want of harmony
between the different sections 'of our own country;
trials from the impoverished condition of the country.
owmg to the war and want of credit; trials from the
beginnings of party strife. He was no partisan. His
clear judgment could discern the golden mean; and
while perhaps this alone kept our government from
sinking at the very outset, it left him exposed to
attacks from both sides, which were often bitter and
very annoying.
At the expiration of his ﬁrst term he was unani
mously re-elected. At the end of this term many
were anxious that he be re-elected, but he absolutely
refused a third nomination. On the fourth of March,
1797, at the expiraton of his second term as Presi
dent, he returned to his home, hoping to pass there
his few remaining years free from the annoyances of
public life. Later in the year, however, his repose
seemed likely to be interrupted by war with France.
At the prospect of such a war he was again urged to
take command of the armies. He chose his sub
ordinate oﬁ‘lcers and left to them the charge of mat
ters in the ﬁeld, which he superintended from his
home. In accepting the command he made the
reservation that he was not to be in the ﬁeld until
it was necessary. In the midst of these preparations
his life was suddenly cut off. December r2, he took
a severe cold from a ride in the rain, which, settling
in his throat, produced inﬂammation, and terminated
fatally on the night of the fourteenth. On the eigh
teenth his body was borne with military honors to its
ﬁnal resting place, and interred in the family vault at
Mount Vernon.
Of the character of Washington it is impossible to
speak but in terms of the highest respect and ad
miration. The more we see of the operations of
our government, and the more deeply we feel the
difﬁculty of uniting all opinions in a common interest,
the more highly we must estimate the force of his tal
ent and character, which have been able to challenge
the reverence of all parties, and principles, and na
tions, and to win a fame as extended as the limits
of the globe, and which we cannot but believe will
be as lasting as the existence of man.
The person of Washington was unusally tan, erect
and well proportioned. His muscular strength was
great. His features were of a beautiful symmetry.
He commanded respect without any appearance of

hanghtiness, and ever serious without being dull.
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OHN ADAMS,

the

second

President and the ﬁrst Vice

»"z President of the United States,
was born in Braintree (now
" , Quincy ),Mass., and about ten
'I miles from Boston, Oct. 19,

tions he offered on the subject became very popular
throughout the Province, and were adopted word for
word by over forty different tOWns. He moved to Bos
ton in 1768, and became one of the micst courageous
and prominent advocatesof the popular cause, and
was chosen a member of the General Court (the Leg

(3)
_

l

I7 35. His great-grandfather, Henry
Adams, emigrated from England
about 1640, with a family of eight
,- sons, and settled at Braintree. The
parents of John were John and
Susannah (Boylston) Adams. His
father was a farmer of limited
means, to which he added the bus
iness of shoemaking. He gave his
eldest son, John, a classical educa

tion at Harvard College.

John

graduated in 1755, and at once took charge of the
school in Worcester, Mass.

This he found but a

"school of affliction," from which he endeavored to
gain zelief by devoting himself, in addition, to the
study of law. For this purpose he placed himself
under the tuition of the only lawyer in the town. He
had thought seriously of the clerical profession
but seems to have been turned from this by What he
termed “the frightful engines of ecclesiastical coun
JIlS, cfdiabolical malice, and Calvanistic good nature,"

of the operations of which he had been a witness in
his native IQWn. He was well ﬁtted for the legal
profession, possessing a clear, sonorous voice, being
ready and ﬂuent of speech, and having quick percep
zive powers. He gradually gained practice, and in
1764 married Abigail Smith, a daughter of a minister,
and a lady of superior intelligence. Shortly after his
marriage, (1765), the attempt of Parliamentary taxa
'ion turned him from law to politics. He took initial
steps toward holding a town meeting, and the resolu_

lislature) in 1770.
Mr. Adams was chosen one of the ﬁrst delegates
from Massachusetts to the ﬁrst Continental Congress,
which met in 1774. Here he distinguished himselt
by his capacity for business and for debate, and ad
vocated the movement for independence against the
majority of the members. In May, 1776, he moved

and carried a resolution in Congress that the Colonies
should assume the duties of self-government. He
as a prominent member of the committee of ﬁve
appointed June II, to prepare a declaration of inde~
pendence. This article was drawn by Jefferson, but
on Adams devolved the task of battling it through
Congress in a three days debate.
On the day after the Declaration of Independence
was passed, while his soul was yet warm with the
glow of excited feeling, he wrote a letter to his wife
which, as we read it now, seems to have been dictated
by the spirit of prophecy. “Yesterday,” he says,“the

greatest question was decided that ever was debated
in America; and greater, perhaps, never was or wil
be decided among men. A resolution was passed
without one dissenting colony, ‘ that these United
_States are, and of right ought to be, free and inde_
pendent states.’ The day is passed. The fourth of
July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch in the history

of America.

I am apt to believe it will be celebrated

by succeeding generations, as the great anniversary
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of
deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty
God. lt ought to be solemnized with pomp, shows

l4

[OHN ADAMS.

games, sports, guns, bells, bonﬁres, and illuminations

French Revolution shook the continent of Europe,

from one end of the continent to the other, from this

and it was upon this point which he was at issue with
the majority of his countrymen led by Mr. Jefferson.
Mr. Adams felt no sympathy with the French people
in their struggle, for he had no conﬁdence in their
power of self-government, and he utterly abhored the
classof atheist philosophers who he claimed caused it.
On the other hand Jefferson's sympathies were strongly
enlisted in behalf of the French people. Hence or

time forward for ever.

You will think me transported

with enthusiasm, but I am not.

I am well aware of

the toil, and blood and treasure, that it will cost to
maintain this declaration, and support and defend
these States; yet, through all the gloom, I can see the
rays of light and glory. I can see that the end is
worth more than all the means; and that posterity
will triumph, although you and I may rue, which I

hope we shall not.”
In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was appointed a
delegate to France, and to co-operate with Bemjamin
Franklin and Arthur Lee, who were then in Paris, in

the endeavor to obtain assistance in arms and money
from the French Government. This was asevere trial
to his patriotism, as it separated him from his home,
compelled him to cross the ocean in winter, and ex
posed him to great peril of capture by the British cruis
ers, who were seeking him. He left France June 17,
1779. In September of the same year he was again
chosen to go to Paris, and there hold himself in readi
ness to negotiate a treaty of peace and of commerce
with Great Britian, as soon as the British Cabinet
might be found willing to listen to such proposels. He
sailed for France in November, from there he went to
Holland, where he negotiated important loans and
formed important commercial treaties.
Finally a treaty of peace with England was signed
Jan. 21, 1783. The re-action from the excitement,
toil and anxiety through which Mr. Adams had passed
threw him into a fever. After suffering from a con
tinued fever and becoming feeble and emaciated he

was advised to go to England to drink the waters of
Bath. While in England, still drooping anddespond
ing, he receiVed dispatches from his own government
urging the necessity of his going to Amsterdam to
negotiate another loan. It was winter, his health was
delicate, yet he immediately set out, and through
storm, on sea, on horseback and foot,he made the trip.

February 24, 1785, Congress appointed Mr. Adams
envoy to the Court of St. James. Here he met face
to face the King of England, who had so long re
garded him as a traitor.
As England did not
condescend to appoint a minister to the United
States, and as Mr. Adams felt that he was accom
plishing but little, he sought permission to retum to
his own country, where he arrived in June, 1788.
When Washington was ﬁrst chosen President, John
Adams, rendered illustiious by his signal services at
home and abroad, was chosen Vice President. Again
at the second election of Washington as President,
Adams was chosen Vice President. In 1796, Wash

ington retired from public life, and Mr. Adams was
elected President,though not without much opposition.
Serving in this ofﬁce four years,he was succeeded by
Mr. Jefferson, his opponent in politics.
While Mr. Adams was Vice President the great

iginated the alienation between these distinguished
men, and two powerful parties were thus soon organ
ized, Adams at the head of the one whose sympathies
were with England and Jefferson led the other in
sympathy with France.
The world has seldom seen a spectacle of more
moral beauty and grandeur, than was presented by the
old age of Mr. Adams. The violence of party feeling
had died away, and he had begun to receive that just

appreciation which, to most men, is not accorded till
after death.

No one could look upon his venerable

form, and think of what he had done and suffered,

and how he had given up all the prime and strength
of his life to the public good, without the deepest
emotion of gratitude and respect. It was his peculiar
good fortune to witness the complete success of the
institution which he had been so active in creating and
supporting. In 1824, his cup of happiness was ﬁlled
to the brim, by seeing his son elevated to the highest
station in the gift of the people.
The fourth of July, 1826, which completed the half
century since the signing of the Declaration of Inde
pendence, arrived, and there were but three of the
signers of that immortal instrument left upon the
earth to hail its morning light.
And, as it is

well known, on that day two of these ﬁnished their
earthly pilgrimage, a coincidence so remarkable as
to seem miraculous.
For a few days before Mr.
Adams had been rapidly failing, and on the morning
of the fourth be found himself too weak to rise from
his bed. On being requested to name a toast for the
customary celebration of the day, he exclaimed “ IN
DEPENDENCE FOREVER. "

When the day was ushered

in, by the ringing of bells and the ﬁring of cannons,
he was asked by one of his attendants if he knew
what day it was? He replied, “0 yes; it is the glor
ious fourth of July—~G0d bless it—God bless you all."
In the course of the day he said, “It is a great and

glorious day." The last words he uttered were,
“Jechrson survives." But he had, at one o'clock, re
signed his spitit into the hands of his God.
The personal appearance and manners of Mr.
Adams were not particularly prepossessing. His face,

as his portrait manifests,was intellectual ard expres
sive, but his ﬁgure was low and ungraceful, and his
manners were frequently abrupt and uncourteous.
He had neither the lofty dignity of Washington, nor
the engaging elegance and gracefulness which marked
the manners and address of Jefferson.
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HOMAS JEFFERSON was
born April 2, 1743, at Shad
well, Albermarle county, Va.

‘~- f His parents were Peter and
Jane (Randolph) Jefferson,
the former a native of Wales,
and the latter born in Lon
don. To them were born six
daughters and two sons, of
whom Thomas was the elder.
When 14 years of age his
father died. He received a
most liberal education, hav
ing been kept diligently at school

from the time he was ﬁve years of
age. In 1760 he entered William
and Mary College. Williamsburg was then the seat
of the Colonial Court, and it was the obode of fashion
and splendor. Young Jefferson, who was then 17
years old, lived somewhat expensively, keeping ﬁne
horses, and much caressed by gay society, yet he

was earnestly devoted to his studies, and irreproacha
able in his morals.

there was not to be found, perhaps, in all Virginia, 3.
more puremiuded, upright, gentlemanly young man.
Immediately upon leaving college he began the
study of law. For the short time he continued in the
practice of his profession he rose rapidly and distin
guished himself by his energy and accuteness as a
lawyer.
But the times called for greater action.
The policy of England had awakened the spirit of
resistance of the American Colonies, and the enlarged
views which Jefferson had ever entertained, soon led
him into active political life. In 1769 he was choser.
amember of the Virginia House of Burgesses.
In
1772 he married Mrs. Martha Skelton, a very beauti
ful, wealthy and highly accomplished young widow
Upon Mr. Jefferson's large estate at Shadwell, there
was a majestic swell of land, called Monticello, which
commanded a prospect of wonderful extent and
beauty. This spot Mr. Jefferson selected for his new
home; and here he reared a mansion of modest yet
elegant architecture, which, next to Mount Vernon
became the most distinguished resort in our land.
In 1775 - he was sent to the Colonial Congress,
where, though a silent member, his abilities as a

It is strange, however, under
writer and a reasoner soon become known, and he

such inﬂuences,that he was not ruined. In the sec
ond year of his college course, moved by some un
explained inward impulse, he discarded his horses,

society, and even his favorite violin, to which he had
previously given much time. He often devoted ﬁfteen
hours a. day to hard study, allowing himself for ex
ercise only a run in the evening twilight of a mile out
of the city and back again. He thus attained very

high intellectual culture, alike excellence in philoso
phy and the languages. The most difﬁcult Latin and
Greek authors he read with facility.

was placed upon a number of important committees,
and was chaimian of the one appointed for the draw

ing up of a declaration of independence.

This com- ~

mittee consisted of Thomas Jefferson, John Adamsv
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and 'Robert R.
Livingston. Jefferson, as chairman, was appointed
to draw up the paper. Franklin and Adams suggested
a few verbal changes before it was submitted to Con
gress. On June 28, a few slight changes were made
in it by Congress, and it was passed and signed July

A morehnished

scholar has seldom gone forth from college halls; and
T

4, 1776.

What must havebeen the feelings of that
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man—what the emotions that swelled his breast—
who was charged with the preparation of that Dec
laration, which, while it made known the wrongs of
America, was also to publish her to the world, free,
tsOVerign and independent. It is one of the tnost re
markable papers ever written ; and did no other effort
of the mind of its author exist, that alone would be
sufﬁcient to stamp his name with immortality.
In 1779 Mr. Jeﬂ'erson was elected successor to
Patrick Henry, as Governor of Virginia. At one time
the British oﬁicer, Tarleton, sent a secret expedition to
Monticello, to capture the Governor. Scarcely ﬁve
tninutes elapsed after the hurried escape of Mr. Jef
ferson and his family, ere his mansion was in posses
sion of the British troops. His wife's health, never
very good, was much injured by this excitement, and
in the summer of 1782 she died.
Mr. Jefferson was elected to Congress in 1783.

Two years later he was appointed Minister Plenipo
tentiary to France. Returning to the United States
in September, 1789, he became Secretary of State
in Washington's cabinet.
This position he resigned
Jan. r, 1794. In 1797, he was chosen Vice Presi
dent, and four years later was elected President over
Mr. Adams, with Aaron Burr as Vice President. In
t8o4 he was re-elected with wonderful unanimity,
and George ClintOn, Vice President.

The early part of Mr. Jefferson's second adminstra
tion was disturbed by an event which threatened the
tranquility and peace of the Union; this was the con

spiracy of Aaron Burr.

Defeated in the late election

to the Vice Presidency, and led on by an unprincipled
ambition, this extraordinary man formed the plan of a
military expedition into the Spanish territories on our
southwestern frontier, for the purpose of formingthere
a new republic. This has been generally supposed
was a mere pretext; and although it has not been
generally known what his real plans were, there is no
doubt that they were of a far more dangerous
character.
In 1809, at the expiration of the second term for
which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, he determined
to retire from political life. For a period of nearly
forty years, he had been continually before the pub
.ic, and all that time had been employed in offices of

the greatest trust and responsibility. Having thus de
voted the best part of his life to the service of his
country, he now felt desirous of that rest which his
declining years required, and upon the organization of
the new administration, in March, 1809, he bid fare
well forever to public life, and retired to Monticello.
Mr. Jeﬁ'erson was profuse in his hospitality. Whole
families came in their coaches with their horses,—
fathers and mothers, boys and girls, babies and
nurses,—and remained three and even six months.
Life at Monticello, for years, resembled that at a
fashionable watering-place.

The fourth of July, 1826, being the ﬁftieth anniver

sary of the Declaration of American Independence,
great preparations were made in every part of th:
Union for its celebration, as the nation's jubilee, and
the citizens of Washington, to add to the solemnity
of the occasion, invited Mr. Jefferson, as the framer,

and one of the few surviving signers of the Declara~
tion, to participate in their testivities. But an ill
ness, which had been of several weeks duration, and
had been continually increasing, compelled him to
decline the invitation.
On the second of July, the disease under Wl1i('.l
he was laboring left him, but in such a reduced
state that his medical attendants, entertained no
hope of his recovery. From this time he was perfectly
sensible that his last hour was at hand. On the nex‘.
day, which was Monday, he asked of those around
him, the day of the month, and on being told it was
the third of July, he expressed the earnest wish tha’;
he might be permitted to breathe tlte airof the ﬁftieth
anniversary. His prayer was heard—that day, whose
dawn was hailed with such rapture through our land,
burst upon his eyes, and then they were closed for
ever. And what a noble consummation of a noble
life! To die on that day,—the birthday of a nation; —
the day which his own name and his own act had
rendered glorious; to die amidst the rejoicings and
festivities of a whole nation, who looked up to him,
as the author, under God, of their greatest blessings,
was all that was wanting to ﬁll up the record his life.
Almost at the same hour of his death, the kin

dred spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to bear
him company, left the scene of his earthly honors.
Hand in hand they had stood forth, the champions of
freedom; hand in hand, during the dark and desper
ate struggle of the Revolution, they had cheered and
animated their desponding countrymen; for half a
century they had labored together for the good of
the country; and now hand in hand they depart.
In their lives they had been united in the same great
cause of liberty, and in their deaths they were not
divided.
In person Mr. Jefferson was tall and thin, rather
above six feet in height, but well formed; his eyes
were light, his hair originally red, in after life became
white and silvery; his complexion was fair, his fore
head broad, and his whole countenance intelligent and
thoughtful. He p0ssessed great fortitude of mind as
well as personal courage; and Lis command of tem
per was such that his oldest and mostintitnate friends
never recollected to have seen him in a passion.
His manners, though digniﬁed, were simple and un
affected, and his hospitality was so unbounded that
all found at his house a ready welcome. In conver
sation he was ﬂuent, eloquent and enthusiastic; and
his language was remarkably pure and correct. He

was a ﬁnished classical scholar, and in his writingsis
discemable the care with which he fomied his style
upon the best models of antiquity.
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AMES MADISON, “Father
of the Constitution," and fourth

prudent zeal; allowing himself, for months, but three

died at his home in Virginia,
June 28, 1836. The name of
James Madison is inseparably con

hours' sleep out of the 24. His health thus became so
seriously impaired that he never recovered any vigor
of constitution. He graduated in 177 r. with a feeble
body, with a character of utmost purity, and with a
mind highly disciplined and richly stored with learning
which embellished and gave proﬁciency to his subs?~

nected with most of the important

quent career.

'President of the United States,
i was born March 16, 1757, and

The early education of Mr. Madison was conducted

Returning to Virginia, he commenced the study 0t
law and a course of extensive and systematic reading.
This educational course, the spirit of the times in
which he lived, and the society with which he asso
ciated, all combined to inspire him with a strong
love of liberty, and to train him for his life-work 0t
astatesman. Being naturally of a religious turn of
mind, and his frail health leading him to think that
his life was not to be long, he directed especial atten
tion to theological studies. Endowed with a mind
singularly free from passion and prejudice, and with
almost unequalled powers of reasoning, he weighed
all the arguments for and against revealed religion,
until his faith became so established as never to
be shaken.
'
In the spring of r776, when 26 years of age, he
was elected a member of the Virginia Convention, to
frame ,the constitution of the State.
The next year
(1777), he was a candidate for the General Assembly.
He refused to treat the whisky-loving voters, and
consequently lost his election; but those who had
witnessed the talent, energy and public spirit of the
modest young man, enlisted themselves in his behalf,
and he was appointed to the Executive Council.

mostly at home under a private tutor. At the age of
:8 he was sent to Princeton College, in New Jersey.
Here he applied himself to study with the most im

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson were
Governors of Virginia while Mr. Madison remained
member of the Council; and their appreciation of his

events in that heroic period of our
country during which the founda
tions of this great republic Were
laid. He was the last of the founders
of the Constitution of the United
States to be called to his eternal
reward.
The Madison family were among
the early emigrants to the New World,
landing upon the shores of the Chesa
peake but 15 years after the settle
ment of Jamestown. The father of
James -Madison was an opulent
planter, residing upon a very ﬁne es

tate called “ Montpelier,” Orange Co.,
Va.

The mansion was situated in

the midst of scenery highly pictur
i

esque and romantic, 0n the west side
of South-west Mountain, at the foot of
Blue Ridge. It was but 25 miles from the home of
Jefferson at Monticello. The closest personal and

political attachment existed between these illustrious
men, from their early youth until death.
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intellectual, social and moral worth, contributed not

a little to his subsequent eminence.

In the year

r780, he was elected a member of the Continental
Congress. Here he met the nrost illustrious men in

our land, and he was immediately assigned to one of
the most conspicuous positions among them.
For three years Mr. Madison continued in Con

gress, one of its most active and inﬂuential members.
In the year 1784, his term having expired, he was
elected a member of the Virginia Legislature.
No man felt more deeply than Mr. Madison the
utter inefﬁciency of the old confederacy, with no na
tronal government, with no power to form treaties
which would be binding, or to enforce law. There
was not any State more prominent than Virginia in
the declaration, that an efﬁcient national government
must be formed.

In January, 1786, Mr. Madison

carried a resolution through the General Assembly of
Virginia, inviting the other States to appoint commis
sioners to meet in convention at Annapolis to discuss
this subject. Five States only were represented. The‘
convention, however, issued another call, drawn up

by Mr. Madison, urging all the States to send their
delegates to Philadelphia, in May, 1787, to draft
a Constitution for the United States, to take the place
of that Confederate League. The delegates met at
the time appointed. Every State but Rhode Island
was represented. George Washington was chosen
president of the convention; and the present Consti
tution of the United States was then and there formed.
There was, perhaps, no mind and no pen more ac~

live in framing this immortal document than the mind
and the pen of James Madison.
The Constitution, adopted by a vote 8t to 79, was
to be presented to the several States for acceptance.
But grave solicitude was felt. Should it be rejected
we should be left but a conglomeration of independent
States, with but little power at home and little respect
abroad. Mr. Madison was selected by the conven
tion to draw up an address to the people of the United
States, expounding the principles of the Constitution,
and urging its adoption. There was great opposition
to it at ﬁrst, but it at length triumphed over all, and
went into effect in r789.
Mr. Madison was elected to the House of Repre
sentatives in the ﬁrst Congress, and soon became the
avowed leader of the Republican party. While in
New York attending Congress, he met Mrs. Todd, a

British orders in council destroyed our commerce, and
our flag was exposed to constant insult. Mr. Madison
was a man of peace. Scholarly in his taste, retiring
in his disposition, war had no charms for him. But the
meekest spirit can be roused. lt makes one's blood
boil, even now, to think of an American ship brought
to, upon the ocean, by the guns of an English cruiser.
A young lieutenant steps on board and orders the
crew to be paraded before him. With great nonchal
ance he selects any number whonr he may please to
designate as British subjects; orders them down the
ship's side into his boat; and places them on the gun
deck of his man-of-war, to ﬁght, by compulsion, the
battles of England. This right of search and im
pressment, no efforts of our Government could induce
the British cabinet to relinquish.
On the 18th of June, rSrz, President Madison gave
his approval to an act of Congress declaring war
against Great Britain.
Notwithstanding the bitter
hostility of the Federal party to the war, the country
in general approved; and Mr. Madison, on the 4th
of March, 1813, was re-elected by a large majority,
and entered upon his second term of office. This is
not the place to describe the various adventures of
this war on the land and on the water.
Our infant
navy then laid the foundations of its renown in grap
pling with the mOst formidable power which ever
swept the seas. The contest commenced in earnest
by the appearance ofa British fleet, early in February,
18r3, in Chesapeake Bay, declaring nearly the Whole
coast of the United States under blockade.
The Emperor of Russia offered his services as me
ditator. America accepted; England refused. A Brit
ish force of ﬁve thousand men landed on the banks
of the Patuxet River, near its entrance into Chesa
peake Bay, and marched rapidly, by way of Bladens
burg, upon Washington.
The straggling little city of Washington was thrown
into consternation. The cannon of the brief conflict
at Bladensburg echoed through the streets of the
metropolis. The Whole population fled from the city.
The President, leaving Mrs. Madison in the White

House, with her carriage drawn up at the door to
await his speedy return, hurried to meet the oﬂicers
in a council of war. He met our troops utterly routed,
and he could not go back without danger of being
captured. But few hours elapsed ere the Presidential

Mansion, the Capitol, and all the public buildings in

Washington were in ﬂames.
young widow of remarkable power of fascination,
whom he married. She was in person and character
The war closed after two years of ﬁghting, and on
queenly, and probably no lady has thus far occupied
Feb. 13, 1815, the treaty of peace was signed at Ghent.
so prominent a position in the very peculiar society ,
On the 4th of March, 1817, his second term of
which has constituted our republican court as Mrs.
oﬁ‘rce expired, and he resigned the Presidential chair
Madison.
to his friend, James Monroe. He retired to his beau
Mr. Madison served as Secretary of State under
tifrrl home at Montpelier, and there passed the re
Jefferson, and at the close of his administration
mainder of his days. On June 28, 1836, then at the
was chosen President. At this time the encroach
age of 85 years, he fell asleep in death. Mrs. Madi
ments of England had brought us to the verge of war. , son died July 12, I849.
-

FIFTH PRESIDENT.

35

)f

‘,:

'

‘4;
/

/

‘ , AMES MONROE, the ﬁfth
‘ ‘5, Presidentof'Flie United States,
v
was born in Westmoreland Co.,

for liberty. Firmly yet sadly he shared in- the mel
ancholy retreat from Harleam Heights and White

Va.,April 28, 1758. His early

before its foes through New Jersey. In four months
after the Declaration of Independence, the patriots
had been beaten in seven battles. At the battle of
Trenton he led the vanguard, and, in the act of charg_
ing upon the enemy he received a wound in the left
shoulder.
As a reward for his bravery, Mr. Monroe was pro
moted a captain of infantry; and, having recovered
from his wound, he rejoined the army. He, however,

Plains, and accompanied the dispirited army as it ﬂed
life was passed at the place of
nativity. His ancestors had for

many years resided in the prov
ince in which he was born. When,
at 17 years of age, in the process
t of completing his education at

Y ' William and Mary College, the Co
/
til

'lonial Congress assembled at Phila
delphia to deliberate upon the un
just and manifold oppressions of
Great Britian, declared the separa
tion of the Colonies, and promul
gated the Declaration of Indepen

dence. Had he been born ten years before it is highly

receded from the line of promotion, by becoming an
ofﬁcer in the staff of Lord Sterling. During the cam
paigns of 1777 and 1778, in the actions of Brandy
wine, Germantown and Monmouth, he continued
aid-de-camp; but becoming desirous to regain his
position in the army, be exerted himself to collect a

probable that he would have been one of the signers

regiment for the Virginia line.

of that celebrated instrument.

difficulty and danger, the United States owe their
political emancipation. The young cadet joined the
ranks, and espoused the cause of his injured country,

owing to the ekhausted condition of the State. Upon
this failure he entered the oﬂice of Mr. Jeﬁ'erson, at
that period Governor, and pursued, with considerable
ardor, the study of common law. He did not, however,
entirely lay aside the knapsack for. the green bag;
but on the invasions ofthe enemy, served as a volun
teer, during the two years of his legal pursuits.
In 1782, he was elected from King George county,
a member of the Leglislature of Virginia, and by that
body he was elevated to a seat in the Executive
Council. He was thus honored with the conﬁdence
of his fellow citizens at 23 years of age; and having
at this early period displayed some of that ability
and aptitude for legislation, which were afterwards

with a ﬁrm determination to live or die wnh her strife

employed with unremitting energy forthe public good,

At this time he left

school and enlisted among the patriots.
He joined the army when everything looked hope
less and gloomy. The number of desertersincreased
from day to day. The invading armies came pouring
in; and the tories not only favored the cause of the
mother country, but disheartened the new recruits,
who were sufﬁciently terriﬁed at the prospect of con
tending with an enemy whom they had been taught

to deem invincible. To such brave spirits as James
Monroe, who went right onward, undismayed through

This scheme failed
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he was in the succeeding year chosen a member of
the Congress of the United States.
Deeply as Mr. Monroe felt the imperfections ofthe old
Confederacy, he was opposed to the new Constitution,
rhiuking, with many others of the Republican party,
that it gave too much power to the Central Government,
and not enough to the individual States. Still he re
tained the esteem of his friends who were its warm
supporters, and who, notwithstanding his opposition
secured its adoption. In 1789, he became a member
of the United States Senate; which ofﬁce he held for

four years. Every month the line of distinction be
tween the two great parties which divided the nation,
the Federal and the Republican, was growing more

distinct.

The two prominent ideas which now sep

arated them were, that the Republican party was in
sympathy with France, and also in favor of such a
strict construction of the Constitution as to give the
Central Government as little power, and the State
Governments as much power, as the Constitution would
warrant. The Federalists sympathized with England,
and were in favor of a liberal construction of the Con
stitution, which would give as much power to the
Central Government as that document could possibly
authorize.
The leading Federalists and Republicans were
alike noble men, consecrating all their energies to the
good of the nation. Two more honest men or more
pure patriots than John Adams the Federalist, and
James Monroe the Republican, never breathed. In
building up this majestic nation, which is destined
to eclipse all Grecian and Assyrian greatness, the com
bination of their antagonism was needed to create the
right equilibrium. And yet each in his day was de
nounced as almost a demon.
Washington was then President. England had es
poused the cause of the Bourbons against the princi
ples of the French Revolution. All Europe was drawn
into the conflict.
We were feeble and far away.
Washington issued a proclamation of neutrality be
tween these contending powers. France had helped
us in the struggle for our liberties. All the despotisms
of Europe were now combined to prevent the French
from escaping from a tyranny a thousand-fold worse
than that which we had endured. Col. Monroe, more
magnanimous than prudent, was anxious that, at
whatever hazard, we should help ou_r old allies in
their extremity. It was the impulse of a generous
and noble nature. He violently opposed the Pres
ident’s proclamation as ungrateful and wanting in

magnanimity.
Washington, who could appreciate such a character,
developed his calm, serene, almost divine greatness,
by appointing that very James Monroe, who was de

nouncing the policy ofthe Government, as the minister
of that Government to the Republic of France. Mr.
Monroe was welcomed by the National Convention

in France with the most enthusiastic demonstrations.

Shortly after his return to this country, Mr. Mon
roe was elected Governor of Virginia, and held the
ofﬁce for three years. He was again sent to France to
co-operate with Chancellor Livingston in obtaining
the vast territory then known as the Province of
Louisiana, which France had but shortly before ob
tained from Spain. Their united efforts were suc
cessful. For the comparatively small sum of ﬁfteen
millions of dollars, the entire territory of Orleans and

district of Louisiana were added to the United States.
This was probably the largest transfer of real estate
which was ever made in all the history of the world.
From France Mr. Monroe went to England to ob
tain from that country some recognition of our
rights as neutrals, and to remonstrate against those
odious irnpressments of our seamen.
But Eng
land was unrelenting. He again returned to Eng
land on the same mission, but could receive no
redress. He returned to his home and was again
chosen Governor of Virginia. This he soon resigned
to accept the position of Secretary of State under
Madison. While in this Ofﬁce war with England was
declared, the Secretary of War resigned, and during
these trying times, the duties of the War Department
were also put upon him. He was truly the armor
bearer of President Madison, and the most eﬁicient
business man in his cabinet. Upon the return of

peace he resigned the Department of War, but con
tinued in the oﬁice of Secretary of State until the ex
piration of Mr. Madison's adrninstration. At the elect
tion held the previous autumn Mr. Monroe himself had
been chosen President with but little opposition, and
upon March 4, 1817, was inaugurated. Four years
later he was elected for a second term.
Among the important measures of his Presidency
were the cession of Florida to the United States; the
Missouri Compromise, and the “ Monroe doctrine."
This famous doctrine, since known as the “ Monroe

doctrine," was enunciated by him in 1823. At that
time the United States had recognized the independ
ence of the South American states, and did not “ish

to have European powers longer attempting to sub
due portions of the American Continent. The doctrine
is as follows: “That we should consider any attempt
on the part of European powers to extend their sys
tem to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous
to our peace and safety," and “that we could not
view any interpOsition for the purpose of oppressing
or controlling Anrerican governments or provinces in
any other light than as a manifestation by European
powers of an unfriendly disposition toward the United
States." This doctrine immediately aﬁ'ected the course
of foreign governments, and has become the approved
sentiment of the United States.
At the end of his second term Mr Monroe retired
to his home in Virg'nia. where he lived until 1830,
when he went to New York to live with his son~irr.
law. In that city he dicdpn the 4th of July, 1831
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OHN QUINCY ADAMS, the
sixth President of the United
States, was born in the rural
home of his honored father.
John Adams, in Quincy, Mass,

on the nth cf July, 1767. His
' mother, a woman of exalted
worth, watched over his childhood

during the almost constant ab
sence of his father. When bttt
eight years of age, he stood 'with
his mother on an eminence, listen

i)
l

‘ "'

ing to the booming of the great bat
tle on Bunker's Hill, and gazing on
upon the smoke and ﬂames billow
ing up from the conﬂagration of
' Charlestown.

When but eleven years old he
took a tearful adieu of his mother,
to sail with his father for Europe,
through a fleet o! hostile British cruisers. The bright,
animated boy spent a year and a half in Paris, where
his father was associated with Franklin and Lee as
minister plenipotentiary. His intelligence attracted
the notice of these distinguished men, and he received
from them ﬂattering marks of attention.
Mr. John Adams had scarcely returned to this
country, in 1779, etc he was againsentabroad. Again
John Quincy accompanied his father. At Paris he
applied himself with great diligence, for six months, >
to study; then accompained his father to Holland,
-

where he entered, ﬁrst a school in Amsterdam, then

the University at Leyden. About a year from this
time, in r78r, when the manly lzoy was but fourteen
ea's of age, he was selected by Mr. Dana, our min
lster to the Russian court, as his private secretary.
In this school of incessant labor and of enobling
culture he spent fourteen months, and then returned
to Holland through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg and
Bremen. This long journey he took alone, in the

'A‘
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in the spring of 1782, he accompanied his father 1.“
Paris, traveling leisurely, and forming acquaintance
with the most distinguished men on the Continent
examining architectural remains, galleries of paintings
and all renowned works of art. At Paris he again
became associated with the most illustrious men of
all lands in the contemplations of the loftiest temporal
themes which can engross the human mind.
Afte‘
a short visit to England he returned to Paris, and
consecrated all his energies to study until May, r785,
when he returned to America. To a brilliant young
man of eighteen, who had seen much of the world,
and who was familiar with the etiquette of courts, a
residence with his father in London, under such cir
cumstances, must have been extremely attractive
but with judgment very rare in one of his age, he pre
ferred to return to America to complete his education
in an American college. He wished then to study
law, that with an honorable profession, he might be
able to obtain an independent support.
Upon leaving Harvard College, at the age of twenty
he studied law for three years. In June, :794, be
ing then but twenty-seven years of age, he was ap
pointed by Washington, resident minister at the
Netherlands. Sailing from Boston in July, he reached
London in October, where he wasiminediately admit

ted to the deliberations of Messrs. Jay and Pinckney,
assisting them in negotiating acommercial treaty wit]:
Great Britian. After thus spending a fortnight i'.
London, he proceeded to the Hague.
In July, 17 97, he left the Hague to go to Portugal as
minister plenipotentiary. On his way to Portugal.
upon arriving in London, he met with despatches
directing him to the court of Berlin, but requesting
him to remain in London until he should receive his
instructions. While waiting he was married to a:
American lady to whom he had been previously en~
gaged,—Miss Louisa Catherine Johnson, daughter
of Mr. Joshua Johnson, American consul in London;
a lady endownd with that beauty and those accom

winter, when in his sixteenth year. Again he resumed

plishment which eminently ﬁtted her to move in the

his studies, under a private tutor, at Hague. Thence,

elevated sphere for which she was dm'ined.

so

fOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

He reached Berlin with his wife in November, 1797 ;
where he remained until July, 1799, when, having ful
ﬁlled all the purposes of his mission, he solicited his
recall.
Soon after his return, in 1802, he was chosen to
the Senate of Massachusetts, from Boston, and then

was poured in one uninterrupted stream, upon this
high-minded, upright, patriotic man. There never was

an administration more pure in principles, more con
scientiously devoted to the best interests of the coun
try, than that of John Quincy Adams; and never, per
haps, was there an administration more unscrupua
lously and outrageously assailed.
Mr. Adams was, to a very remarkable degree, ab
stemious and temperate in his habits; always rising

was elected Senator of the United States for six years,
from the 4th of March, 1804.
His reputation, his
ability and his experience, placed him immediately
among the most prominent and inﬂuential members
early, and taking much exercise. When at his homein
of that body. Especially did he sustain the Govem
Quincy, he has been known to walk, before breakfast.
ment in its measures of resistance to the encroach , seven miles to Boston. In Washington, it was said
ments of England, destroying our commerce and in
that he was the ﬁrst man up in the city, lighting his
sulting our ﬂag. There was no man in America. more
own ﬁre and applying himself to work in his library
familiar with the arrogance of the British court upon
often long before dawn.
I
these points, and no one more resolved to present
On the 4th of March, 1829, Mr. Adams retired
a ﬁrm resistance.
from the Presidency, and was succeeded by Andrew
In 1809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in the Pres
Jackson. John C. Calhoun was elected Vice Presi
idential chair, and he immediately nominated John
dent. The slavery question now began to assume
Quincy Adams minister to St. Petersburg. Resign
portentous magnitude.
Mr. Adams returned to
ing his professorship in Harvard College, he embarked
Quincy and to his studies, which he pursued with un
at Boston, in August, 1809.
abated zeal. But he was not long permitted to re
While in Russia, Mr. Adams was an intense stu
main in retirement. In November, 1830, he was
dent. He devoted his attention to the language and
elected representative to Congress. For seventeen
history of Russia; to the Chinese trade; to the years, until his death, he occupied the post as repre
European system of weights, measures, and coins; to
sentative, towering above all his peers, ever ready to
the climate and astronomical observations; while he
do brave battle' for freedom, and winning the title of
kept up a familiar acquaintance with the Greek and
“the old man eloquent." Upon taking his seat in
Latin classics. In all the universities of Europe, a
the House, he announced that he should hold him
more accomplished scholar could scarcely be found.
self bound to no party. Probably there never was a
All through life the Bible constituted an important
member more devoted to his duties. He was usually
part of his studies. It was his rule to read ﬁve
the ﬁrst in his place in the morning, and the last to
chapters every day.
leave his seat in the evening. Not a measure could
be brought forward and escape his scrutiny. The
On the 4th of March, 18r7, Mr. Monroe took the
battle which Mr. Adams fought, almost singly, against
Presidential chair, and immediately appointed Mr.
the proslavery party in the Government, was sublime
Adams Secretary of State. Taking leave of his num
in its moral daring and heroism. For persisting in
erous friends in public and private life in Europe, he
presenting petitions for the abolition of slavery, he'
sailed in June, 1819, for the United States. On the
was threatened with indictment by the grand jury,
18th of August, he again crossed the threshold of his
with expulsion from the House, with assassination;
home in Quincy. During the eight years of Mr. Mon
roe's administration, Mr. Adams continued Secretary but no threats could intimidate him, and his ﬁnal
triumph was complete.
of State.
It has been said of President Adams, that when his
Some time before the close of Mr. Monroe's second
body was bent and his hair silvered by the lapse of
term of ofﬁce, new candidates began to be presented
fourscore years, yielding to the simple faith of a little
for the Presidency. The friends of Mr. Adams brought
child, he was accustomed to repeat every night, before
forward his name. It was an exciting campaign.
he slept, the pray er which his mother taught him in
Party spirit was never more bitter. Two hundred and
his infant years.
sixty electoral votes were cast. Andrew Jackson re
ceived ninety-nine; John Quincy Adams, eighty-four;
On the 2rst of February, 1848, he rose on the ﬂoor
William H. Crawford, forty-one; Henry Clay, thirty
of Congress, with a paper in his hand, to address the
seven. As there was no choice by the people, the
speaker. Suddenly he fell, again stricken by paraly
question went to the House of Representatives. Mr.
sis, and was caught in the arms of those around him.
Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to Mr. Adams, and
For a time he was senseless, as he was conveyed to
he was elected.
the sofa in the rotunda. With reviving conscious
The friends of all the disappointed candidates now ness, he opened his eyes, looked calmly around and
said “ 7711': is ﬁle mdofearllz ;”then after a moment's
:ombined in a venomous and persistent assault upon
pause he added, “I am mnlcm‘." These were the
Mr. Adams. There is nothing more disgraceful in

‘he mst history of our country than the abuse Wblcll

last words of the grand “ Old Man Eloquent.”
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NDREW JACKSON, the
seventh President of the
United States, was born in
Waxhaw settlement, N. (1.,
March 15, 1767, a few days

and took her sick boys home. After a long illness
Andrew recovered, and the death of his mother soon
left him entirely friendless.

after his father's death. His

clerking in a general store, until 1784, when he
entered a law ofﬁce at Salisbury, N. C. He, however,

parents were poor emigrants
from Ireland, and took up
their abode in Waxhaw set
tlement, where they lived in
deepest poverty.
Andrew, or Andy, as he was

universally called, grew up a very
rough, rude, turbulent boy. His
I
features were coarse, his form un
gainly; and there was but very
little in his character, made visible, which was at
tractive.

When only thirteen years old he joined the volun
teers of Carolina against the British invasion. In
17th, he and his brother Robert were captured and

imprisoned for a time at Camden.

A British ofﬁcer

ordered him to brush his mud-spattered boots. “ I am

a prisoner of war, not your servant,” was the reply of
the dauntless boy.
The brute drew his sword, and aimed a'. desperate
Dlow at the head of the helpless young prisoner.
Andrew raised his hand, and thus received two fear
ful gashes,—one on the hand and the other upon the
head. The ofﬁcer then turned to his brother Robert
with the same demand.

s\
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He also refused, and re

ceived a blow from the keen-edged sabre, which quite

disabled him, and which probably soon after caused
his death. They suffered much other ill-treatment, and
were ﬁnally stricken with the small-pox.
Their
mother was successful in obtaining their exchange,

Andrew supported himself in various ways,s 12h as
working at the saddler's trade, teaching school and

gave more attention to the wild amusements of the
times than to his studies. In r788, he was appointed
solicitor for the western district of North Carolina, of
which Tennessee was then a part. This involved
many long and tedious journeys amid dangers of
every kind, but Andrew Jackson never knew fear,
and the Indians had no desire to repeat a skirmish
with the Sharp Knife.
In 179I, Mr. Jackson was married to a woman who
supposed herself divorced from her former husband.
Great was the surprise of both parties, two yearslater,
to ﬁnd that the conditions of the divorce had just been

deﬁnitely settled by the ﬁrst husband.

The marriage

ceremony was performed a second time, but the occur
rence was often used by his enemies to bring Mr.
Jackson into disfavor.
During these years he worked hard at his profes~
sion, and frequently had one or more duels on hand,
one of which, when he killed Dickenson, was espec
ially disgraceful.
In January, 1796, the Territory of Tennessee then

containing nearly eighty thousand inhabitants, the
people met in convention at Knoxville to frame acon
stitution. Five were sent from each of the eleven
counties. Andrew Jackson was one of the delegates.
The new State was entitled to but one member in
the National House of Representatives. Andrew Jacki.
son was chosen that member. Mounting his horse he
rode to Philedelphia, where Congress then held its

,t
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sessions,——a distance of about eight hundred miles.
Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo
cratic party. Jefferson was his idol.
He admired
Bonaparte, loved France and hated England. As Mr.
Jackson took his seat, Gen. Washington, whose
second term of ofﬁce was then expiring, delivered his
last speech to Congress. A committee drew up a
complimentary address in reply. Andrew Jackson
did not approve of the address, and was one of the
twelve who voted against it. He was not willing to

say that Gen. Washington's adminstration had been
“ wise, ﬁrm and patriotic.”
Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States
Senate in 1797, but soon resigned and returned home.
Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Supreme Court
of his State, which position he held for six years.
When the war of 1812 with Great Britian com
menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair.

Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there was
an unknowu man in the West, Andrew Jackson, who
would do credit to a commission if one were con
ferred upon him. Just at that time Gen. Jackson
offered his services and those of twenty-ﬁve hundred
volunteers. His offer was accepted, and the troops
were assembled at Nashville.
As the British were hourly expected to make an at
tack upon New Orleans, where Gen. Wilkinson was
in command, he was ordered to descend the river

with ﬁfteen hundred troops to aid Wilkinson. The
expedition reached Natchez; and afteradelay of sev
eral weeks there, without accomplishing anything,
the men were ordered back to their homes. But the
energy Gen. Jackson had displayed, and his entire
devotion to the comrfort of his soldiers, won him
golden opinions; and he became the most popular
man in the State. It was in this expedition that his

toughness gave him the nickname of“ Old Hickory."
Soon after this, while attempting to horsewhip Col.
Thomas H. Benton, for a remark that gentleman

“'9

of the river enclosed nearly one hundred acres of
tangled forest and wild ravine. Across the narrow
neck the Indians had constructed a formidable breast
work of logs and brush. Here nine hundred warriors,
with an ample suply of arms were assembled.
The fort was stormed. The ﬁght was utterly des
perate. Not an Indian would accept of quarter. When
bleeding and dying, they would ﬁght those who en
deavored to spare their lives. From ten in the morn
ing until dark, the battle raged. The carnage was
awful and revolting. Some threw themselves into the
river; but the unerring bullet struck their heads as
they swam. Nearly everyone of the nine hundred war
rios were killed A few probably, in the night, swam
the river and escaped. This ended the war.
The
power of the Creeks was broken forever. This bold
plunge into the wilderness, with itsterriffic slaughter;
so appalled the savages, that the haggard remnants
of the bands came to the camp, begging for peace.
This closing of the Creek war Enabled us to con
centrate all our militia upon the British, who were the
allies of the Indians No man of less resolute will
than Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian
campaign to so successful an issue Immediately he
was appointed major-general.
Late in August, with an army of two thousand
men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson came to
Mobile. A British fleet came from Pensacola,landed
a force upon the beach, anchored near the little fort,
and from both ship and shore commenced a furious
assault. The battle was long and doubtful. At length
one of the ships was blown up and the rest retired.
Garrisoning Mobile, where he had taken his little
army, he moved his troops to New Orleans,
And the battle of New Orleans which soon ensued,

was in reality a very arduous campaign. This won
for Gen. Jackson an imperishable name. Here his
troops, which numbered about four thousand men,
won a signal victory over the British army of about

made about his taking a part as second in a duel, in

nine thousand.

which a younger brother of Benton's was engaged,

loss of the British was two thousand six hundred.
The name of Gen. Jackson soon began to be men_
tioned in connection with the Presidency, but,in 1824,

he received two severe pistol wounds. While he was
lingering upon a bed of suffering news came that the
Indians, who had combined under Tecumseh from
Florida to the Lakes, to exterminate the white set

tlers, were committing the most awful ravages. De
cisive action became necessary. Gen. Jackson, with
his fractured bone just beginning to heal, his arm in
a sling, and unable to mount his horse without assis
tance, gave his amazing energies to the raising of an
army to rendezvous at Fayettesville, Alabama.
The Creek Indians had established a strong fort on
one of the bends of the 'l‘allap00sa River, near the cen
ter of Alabama, about ﬁfty miles below Fort Strother.
With an army of two thousand men, Gen. Jackson
traversed the pathless wilderness in a march of eleven
days. He reached their fort, called Tohopeka or
Horse-shoe, on the 27th of March. 1814. The bend

His loss was but thirteen, while the

he was defeated by Mr. Adams.

He was, however,

successful in the election of t828, and was reelected
for a second term in 1832. In 1829, just before he
assumed the reins of the government, he met with
the most terrible affliction of his life in the death of
his wife, whom he had loved with a devotion which has
perhaps never been surpassed. From the shock of
her death he never recovered.
His administration was one of the most memorable
in the annals of our country; applauded by one party,
condemned by the other. No man had more bitter
enemies or warmer friends. At the expiration of his
two terms of ofﬁce he retired to the Hermitage, where
he died June 8, 1845. The last years of Mr. Jack

son's life were that of a devoted Christian man.
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ARTIN VAN BUREN, the
eighth President of the
United States, was born at
Kinder-hook, N. Y., Dec. 5,
1782. He died at the same
place, July 24, 1862. His
body rests in the cemetery
at Kinderhook. Above it is
a plain granite shaft ﬁfteen feet
high, hearing a simple inscription
about half way up on one face.
.

The lot is unfenced, unbordered

or unbounded by shrub or flOWer.
There is but little in the life of Martin Van vBuren
of romantic interest. He fought no battles, engaged
in no wild adventures. Though his life was stormy in
political and intellectualconﬂicts, and he gained many

signal victories, his days passed uneventful in those

Q /'

he went to the city of New York, and prosecuted his
studies for the seventh year.
In 1803, Mr. Van Buren, then tWenty-one years of
age, commenced the practice of law in his native vil
lage. The great conﬂict between the Federal and
Republican party was then at its height. Mr. Van
Buren was from the beginning a politician. He had,
perhaps, imbibed that spirit while listen'mg to the
many discussions which had been carried on in his
father's hotel.
He was in cordial sympathy with
Jefferson, and earnestly and eloquently espoused the
cause of State Rights; though at that time the Fed
eral party held the supremacy both in his town
and State.
‘
His success and increasing ruputation led him
after six years of practice, to remove to Hudson, the
county seat of his county. Here he spent seven years,
constantly gaining strength by contending in the
courts with some of the ablest men who have adorned
the bar of his State.
Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, Mr.
Van Buren married a lady alike distinguished for
beauty and accomplishments. After twelve short
years she sankinto the grave, the victim of consump
tion, leaving her husband and four sons to weep over
her loss. For twenty-ﬁve years, Mr. Van Buren was
an earnest, successful, assiduous lawyer. The record

incidents which give zest to biography. His an
cestors, as his name indicates, were of Dutch origin,
and were among the earliest emigrants from Holland
to the banks of the Hudson. His father was a farmer,
residing in the old town of Kinderhook. His mother,
also of Dutch lineage, was a woman of superior intel
ligence and exemplary piety.
.{e was decidedly a precocious boy, developing un
> usual activity, vigor and strength of mind. At the
age of fourteen, he had ﬁnished his academic studies
in his native village, and commenced the study of
law. As he had not a collegiate education, seven
years of study in a law-oﬁice were required of him
LEI-OTC he could be admitted to the bar. Inspired with
4 lofty ambition, and conscious of his powers, he pur
sued his studies with indefatigable industry. After

In 18r2, when thirty years of age, he was chosen to
the State Senate, and gave his strenuous support to
Mr. Madison's adminstration. In 1815, he was ap
pointed Attorney-General, and the next year moved
to Albany, the capital of the State.
While he was acknowledged as one of the most

spending six years in an ofﬁce in ‘zis native village,

prominent leaders of the Democratic party, he had

of those years is barren in items of public interest.
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the vile, the degraded, the ignorant, to the right of
governing the State. In true consistency with his
democratic principles, he contended that, while the
path leading to the privilege of voting should be open
to every man without distinction, no one should be
invested with that sacred prerogative, unless he were
in some degree qualiﬁed for it by intelligence, virtue
and some property interests in the welfare of the
State.
In 1821 he was elected a member of the United
States Senate; and in the same year, he took a seat
in the convention to revise the constitution of his
native State. His course in this convention secured
the approval of men of all parties. No one could
dOubt the singleness of his endeavors to promote the
interests of all classes in‘the community. In the

home, apparently untroubled; was nominated Vice
President in the place of Calhoun, at the re-election
of President Jackson; and with smiles for all and
frowns for none, he took his place at the head of that
Senate which had refused to conﬁrm his nomination
as ambassador.
His rejection by the Senate roused all the zeal of
President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated favor
ite; and this, probably more than any other cause.
secured his elevation to the chair of the Chief Execu
tive. On the 20th of May, 1836, Mr. Van Buren re
ceived the Democratic nomination to succeed Gen.
Jackson as President of the United States. He was
elected by a handsome majority, to the delight of the
retiring President. “ Leaving New York out of the
canvass," says Mr. Parton, “the election Of Mr. Van
Buren to the Presidency was as much the act of Gen.
Jackson as though the Constitution had conferred

Senate of the United States, he rose at once to a

upon him the power to appoint a successor."

conspicuous position as an active and useful legislator.
In 1827, John Quincy Adams being then in the

His administration was ﬁlled with exciting events.
The. insurrection in Canada, which threatened to in
volve this country in war with England, the agitation
of the siavery question, and ﬁnally the great commer
cial panic which spread o.ver the country, all Were
trials to his wisdom. The ﬁnancial distress was at“
tributed to the management of the Democratic party,
and brought the President into such disfavor that he
failed of re-election.

the moral courage to avow that true democracy did

not require that “universal suffrage" which admits

Presidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re-elected to

the Senate.

He had been from the beginning a de

termined opposer of the Administration, adopting the
“State Rights " view in opposition to what was
deemed the Federal proclivities of Mr. Adams.
Soon after this, in 1828, he was chosen Governoer
the State of New York, and accordingly resigned his
seat in the Senate. Probably no one in the United
States contributed so much towards ejecting John Q.
Adams from the Presidential chair, and placing in it
Andrew Jackson, as did Martin Van Buren. Whether
entitled to the reputation or not, he certainly was re
garded throughout the United States as one of the
most skillful, sagacious and cunning of politicians.
It was supposed that no one knew so well as he how
to touch the secret springs of action; how to pull all
the wires to put his machinery in motion; and how to

organize a political army which would, secretly and
stealthin accomplish the most gigantic results. By
these powers it is said that he outwitted Mr. Adams,
Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, and secured results which
few thought then could be accomplished.
When Andrew Jackson was elected President he
appointed Mr. Van Buren Secretary of State. This
position he resigned in 1831, and was immediately
appointed Minister to England, where he went the
same autumn. The Senate, however, when it met,
refused to ratify the nomination, and he returned

With the exception of being nominated for the
Presidency by the “ Free Soil " Democrats, in 1848,
Mr. Van Buren lived quietly upon his estate until
his death.
'
He had ever been a prudent man, of frugal habits
and living within his income, had now fortunately a
competence for his declining years. His unblemished
character, his commanding abilities, his unquestioned
patriotism, and,the distinguished positions which he
had occupied in the government of our country, se
cured to him not only the homage of his party, but
the respect ot the whole community. It was on the
4th of March, 184r, that Mr. Van Buren retired from
the presidency. From his ﬁne estate at Lindenwald,
he still exerted a powerful influence upon the politics
of the country. From this time until his death, on
the 24th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty years, he

resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman of leisure, of
culture and of wealth; enjoying in a healthy old
age, probably far more happiness than he had before
experienced amid the stormy scenes of his active life.
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ILLIAM HENRY HARRI
SON, the ninth President of
the United States, was born

at Berkeley, Va., Feb. 9, 1773.
His father, Benjamin Harri
son,was in comparatively op
ulent circumstances, and was
one of the most distinguished
men of his day. He was an
intimate friend of George
Washington, w as early elected
a member of the Continental
Congress, and was

conspicuous

among the patriots of Virginia in
resisting the encroachments of the
British crown. In the celebrated
Congress of 1775, Benjamin Har
rison and John Hancock Were
both candidates for the oﬁice of
speaker.

Mr Harrison was subsequently
chosen Governor of Virginia, and
was twice re-elected.
His son,

i
William Henry, of course enjoyed
in childhood all the advantages which wealth and
intellectual and cultivated society could give.

Hav

in g received a thorough common-school education, he
entered Hampden Sidney College, where he graduated

with honor soon after the death of his father.

He

(been repaired to Philadelphia to study medicine under

the instructions of Dr. Rush and the guardianship of
Robert Morris, both of whom were, with his father,
signers of the Declaration of Independence.
Upon the outbreak of the Indian troubles, and not

withstanding the remonstrances of his friends, he
abandoned his medical studies and entered the army,

.raving obtained a commission of Ensign from Presi

dent Washington. He was then but 19 years old.
From that time he passed gradually upward in rank
until he became aid to General Wayne, after whose

death he resigned his commission.

He was then ap

pointed Secretary of the North-western Territory. This

Territory was then entitled to but one member in
Congress and Capt. Harrison was chosen to ﬁll that
position.
In the spring of 1800 the North-western Territory
was divided by Congress into two portions. The
eastern portion, comprising the region now embraced
in the State of Ohio, was called “ The Territory
north-west of the Ohio." The western portion,which
included what is now called Indiana, Illinois and

Wisconsin, was called the “Indiana Territory." Wil
liam Henry Harrison, then 27 years of age, was ap

pointed by John Adams, Governor of the Indiana
Territory, and immediately after, also GOvernor of

Upper Louisiana.

He was thus ruler over almost as

extensive a realm as any sovereign upon the globe. He
was Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and was in

vested with powers nearly dictatorial over the now

rapidly increasing white population. The ability and
ﬁdelity with which be discharged these responsible
duties may be inferred from the fact that he was four
times appointed to this ofﬁce—ﬁrst by John Adams,
twice by Thomas Jefferson and afterwards by Presi
dent Madison.
Whenhe began his adminstration there were but
three white settlementsin that almost boundless region,
now crowded with cities and resounding with all the
tumult of wealth and trafﬁc. One of these settlements
was on the Ohio, nearly opposite Louisville; one at
Vincennes, on the Wabash, and the third a French
settlement.
The vast wilderness over which Gov. Harrison
reigned was ﬁlled with many tribes of Indians. Abou
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the year 1806, two extraordinary men, twin brothers,
of the Shawnese tribe, rose among them. One of
these was called Tecumseh, or “ The Crouching
Panther;" the other, Olliwacheca, or “The Prophet."
Tecumseh was not only an Indian warrior, but a man
of great sagacity, far-reaching foresight and indomit
able perseverance in any enterprise in which he might

engage. He was inspired with the highest enthusiasm,
and had long regarded with dread and with hatred
the encroachment of the whites upon the hunting
grounds of his fathers. His brother, the Prophet, was
anorator, who could sway the feelings of the untutored
Indian as the gale tossed the tree-tops beneath which
they dWelt.
But the Prophet was not merely an orator: he was,

in the superstitious minds of the Indians, invested
with the superhuman dignity of a medicine-man or a
magician. With an enthusiasm unsurpassed by Peter
the Hermit rousing Europe to the crusades, he went.

from tribe to tribe, assuming that he was specially sent
by the Great Spirit.
Gov. Harrison made many attempts to conciliate
the Indians, but at last the war came, and at Tippe
canoe the Indians were routed with great slaughter.
October 28, 1812, his army began its march. When

near the Prophet’s town three Indlans of rank made
their appearance and inquired why Gov. Harrison was
approaching them in so hostile an attitude. After a
short conference, arrangements were made forameet
ing the next day, to agree upon terms of peace.
But Gov. Harrison was too well acquainted with
the Indian character to be deceived by such protes
tations. Selecting a favorable spot for his night's en
campment, he took every precaution against surprise.
His troops were posted in a hollow square, and slept
upon their arms.
The troops threw themselves upon the ground for
rest; but every man had his acoourtrements on, his
loaded musket by his side,and his bayonet ﬁxed. The
wakeful Governor, between three and four o'clock in

Gov. Harrison now had all his energies tasked
to the utmost. The British descending from the Can adas, were of themselves a very fomiidable force; but

with their savage allies, rushing like wolves from the
forest, searching out every remote farm-house, burn

ing, plundering, scalping, torturing, the wide frontier
was plunged into a state of consternation which even
the most vivid imagination can but faintly conceive,
The war-whoop was resounding everywhere in the
forest. The horizon was illuminated with the conﬂagra
tion of the cabins of the settlers. Gen Hull had made
the ignominious surrender of his forces at Detroit.
Under these despairing circumstances, Gov. Harrison
was appointed by President Madison commander-in
chief of the North-western army, with orders to retake
Detroit, and to protect the frontiers.
It would be difficult to place a man in a situation
demanding more energy, sagacity and courage; but
General Harrison was found equal to the position,
and nobly and triumphantly did he meet all the re
sponsibilities.
He won the love of his soldiers by always sharing
with them their fatigue. His whole baggage, while

pursuing the foe up the Thames, was carried in a
valise; and his bedding consisted of a single blanket
lashed over his saddle. Thirty-ﬁve British ofﬁcers,
his prisoners of war, supped with him after the battle.
The only fare he could give them was beef roasted
before the ﬁre, without bread or salt.
In r8r6, Gen. Harrison was chosen a member of

the National House of Representatives, to represent

the District of Ohio.

In Congress he proved an

active member; and whenever he spoke, it was with

force of reason and power of eloquence, which arrested
the attention of all the members.
In r8r9, Harrison was elected to the Senate of
Ohio; and in 1824, as oneof the presidential electors

of that State, he gave his vote for Henry Clay. The
same year he was chosen to the United States Senate.
In 1836, the friends of Gen. Harrison brought him
forward as a candidate for the Presidency against

the morning, had risen, and was sitting in conversa
tion with his aids by the embers of a waning ﬁre. It
was a chill, cloudy morning with a drizzling rain. In
the darkness, the Indians had crept as near as possi
ble, and just then, with a savage yell, rushed,with all
the desperation which superstition and passion most
highly inﬂamed could give, upon the left ﬂank of the
little army. The savages had been amply provided
with guns and ammunition by the English. Their
war-whoop was accompained by a shower of bullets.
The camp-ﬁres were instantly extinguished, as the
light aided the Indians in their aim. With hide
aus yells, the Indian bands rushed on, not doubting a
speedy and an entire victory.
But Gen. Harrison's
troops stood as immovable as the rocks around them
until day dawned: they then made a simultaneous
charge with the bayonet, and swept every thing be

by the Whigs, with John Tyler tor the Vice Presidency.
The contest was very animated. Gen. Jackson gave
all his inﬂuence to prevent Harrison's election; but
his triumph was signal.
.
The cabinet which be formed, with Daniel Webster
at its head as Secretary of State, was one of the most
brilliant with which any President had ever been
surrounded. Never were the prospects of an admin
istration more ﬂattering, or the hopes of the country
more sanguine. In the midst of these bright and
joyous prospects, Gen. Harrison was seized by a
pleurisy-fever and after a few days of violent sick
ness, died on the 4th oprril; just one month after

fore

his inauguration as President of the United States.

them,

and

completely

routing

the

foe,

Van Buren, but he was defeated.

At the close of

Mr. Van Buren's term, he was re-nominated by his

party, and Mr. Harrison was unanimously nominated

. A}! h
.ﬁ.
,
meﬂﬁd.
.
Fawn w?
1
$4331

TENTH PRESIDENT.

“if

earn sag

OHN TYLER, the tenth
'1 ., Presidentofthe United States.
, - He was born in Charles-city
Co., Va., March 29, 1790. He
' was the favored child of af

ﬂuence and high social po
sition. At the early age of
twelve, John entered William
and. Mary College and grad
uated with much honor when
but seventeen years old. After
graduating, he devoted him
self with great assiduity to the
study of law, partly with his
father and partly with Edmund
Randolph, one of the most distin
guished lawyers of Virginia.

At nineteen years of age, ne
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ment, a protective tariff, and advocating a strict con'
struction of the Constitution, and the most careful
vigilance over State rights. His labors in Congress
were so arduous that before the close of his second

term he found it necessary to resign and retire to his
estate in Charles-city Co., to recruit his health. He;
however, soon after consented to take his seat in the

State Legislature, where his inﬂuence was powerful
in promoting public works of great utility.
With a
reputation thus canstantly increasing, he was chosen
by a very large majority of votes, Governor of his
native State. His administration was signally a suc
cessful one. His popularity secured his re-election.
John Randolph, a brilliant, erratic, half-crazed
man, then represented Virginia in the Senate of the

United States.

A portion of the Democratic party

was displeased with Mr. Randolph's wayWard course,
and blurth forward John Tyler as his opponent,
considering him the only man in Virginia of suﬁicient
popularity to succeed against the renowned orator of
Roanoke. Mr. Tyler was the victor.

commenced the practice of law.
His success was rapid and aston
ishing.
It is said that three
months had not elapsed ere there
was scarcely a case on the dock
l
et of the court in which he was
not retained. When but twenty-one years of age, he
was alm05t unanimously elected to a seat in the State
Legislature.
He connected himself with the Demo
cratic party, and warmly advocated the measures of

seat in the Senate, he joined the ranks of the opposi
tion. He opposed the tariff; he spoke against and
voted against the bank as unconstitutional; he stren
uously opposed all restrictions upon slavery, resist
ing all projects of internal improvements by the Gen
eral Government, and avowed his sympathy with Mr.

Jefferson and Madison.

Calhoun ’5 view of nulliﬁcation; he declared that Gen.

For ﬁve successive years he

was elected to the Legislature, receiving nearly the
unanimous vote or his county.
When but twenty-six years of age, he was elected
a member of Congress. Here he acted earnestly and

ably with the Democratic party, opposing a national
bank, internal improvements by the General Govern

In accordance with his professions, upon taking his

Jackson, by his opposition to the nulliﬁers, had
abandoned the principles of the Democratic party,
Such was Mr. Tyler's record in Congress,—~a record
in perfect accordance with the principles which he
had always avowed.
Returning to Virginia, he resumed the practice of
his profession. There was a cplit in the Democratic
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A»'.a.rty. His friends still regarded him as a true Jef
fersonian, gave him a dinner, and showered compli
ments upon him. He had now attained the age of

forty-six.

His career had been very brilliant. In con

sequence of his devotion to public business, his pri
vate affairs had fallen into some disorder; and it was
not without satisfaction that he resumed the practice
of law, and devoted himselfto the culture of his plan
tation. Soon after this he removed to Williamsburg,
for the better education of his children; and he again

took his seat in the Legislature of Virginia.
By the Southern Whigs. he was sentto the national
convention at Harrisburg to nominate a President in
i839. The majority of votes were given to Gen. Har
rison, a genuine Whig, much to the disappointmentof
the South, who wished for Henry Clay. To concili
ate the Southern Whigs and to secure their vote, the
convention then nominated John Tyler for Vice Pres
ident. It was well known that he was not in sympa

thy with the Whig party in the Nozth: but the Vice
President has but very little power in the Govern
ment, his main and almost only duty being to pre
side over the meetings of the Senate. Thus it hap
pened that a Whig President, and, in reality, a
Democratic Vice President were chosen.
In 184r, Mr. Tyler was inaugurated Vice Presi
dent of the United States. In one short month from
that time, President Harrison died, and Mr. Tyler
thus .:und himself, to his own surprise and that of
the whole Nation, an occupant of the Presidential
chair. This was a new test of the stability of our
institutions, as it was the ﬁrst time in the history ofour
country that such an event had occured. Mr. Tyler
was at home in Williamsburg when he received the
unexpected tidings of the death of President Harri
son. He hastened to Washington, and on the 6th of
April was inaugurated to the high and responsible
ofﬁce. He was placed in a position of exceeding

delicacy and difﬁculty.

All his longlife he had been

opposed to the main principles of the party which had
brought him into power. He had ever been a con
sistent, honest man, with an unblemished record.
Gen. Harrison had selected a Whig cabinet. Should
he retain them, and thus surround himself with coun

sellors whose views were antagonistic to his own? or,
on the other hand, should he turn against the party
which had elected him and select a cabinet in har
mony with himself, and which would oppose all those
views which the Whigs deemed essential to the pub
lic welfare? This was his fearful dilemma. He in
vited the cabinet which President Harrison had
selected to retain their seats. He reccommended a
day of fasting and prayer, that God would guide and
bless us.
The Whigs carried through Congress a bill for the
incorporation ofa ﬁscal bank of the United States.
The President, after ten days' delay, returned it with
his veto.
He suggested. however. that he would

approve Of a bid drawn up upon such a plan as he
proposed. Such a bill was accordingly prepared, and
privately submitted to him. He gave it his approval.
It was passed without alteration. and he sent it back
with his veto. Here commenced the open rupture.
It is said that Mr. Tyler was provoked to this meas
ure by a published letter from the Hon. John M.
Botts, a distinguished Virginia Whig, who severely
touched the pride of the President.
The opposition now exultingly received the Presi

dent into their arms. The party which elected him
denounced him bitterly. All the members of his
cabinet, excepting Mr. Webster, resigned. The Whigs
of Congress, both the Senate and the House, held a
meeting and issued an address to the people of the
United States, proclaiming that all political alliance

between the Whigs and President Tyler were at
an end.
Still the President attempted to conciliate.
He
appointed a new cabinet of distinguished Whigs and
Conservatives, carefully leaving out all strong party
men. Mr. Webster soon found it necessary to resign.
forced out by the pressure of his Whig friends. Thus

the four years of Mr. 'l‘yler's unfortunate administra
tion passed sadly away. No one was satisﬁed. The
land was ﬁlled with murmurs and vituperation. Whigs
and Democrats alike assailed him. More and more,
however, he brought himself into sympathy with his
old friends, the Democrats, until atthe close of his term,

he gave his whole influence to the support of Mr.
Polk, the Democratic candidate for his successor.

On the 4th of March, 1845, he retired from the
harassments of ofﬁce, tothe regret of neither party, and
probably to his own unspeakable relief. His ﬁrst wife,
Miss Letitia Christian, died in Washington, in 1842-,
and in June, 1844, PresidentTyler was again married,
at New York, to Miss Julia Gardiner, a young lady of
many personal and intellectual accomplishments.
The remainder of his days Mr. Tyler passed mainly
in retirement at his beautiful home,—Sher\rood For

est, Charles-city Co., Va. A polished gentleman in
his manners, richly furnished with information from
books and experience in the world, and possessing
brilliant powers of conversation, his family circle was
the scene of unusual attractions.
With sufﬁcient
means for the exercise of a generous hospitality, he
might have enjoyed a serene old age with the few
friends who gathered around him, were it not for the

storms of civil war which his own principles and
policy had helped to introduce.
When the great Rebellion rose, which the State.
rights and nullifying doctrines of Mr. John C. Cal
houn had inaugurated, President Tyler renounced his

allegiance to the United States, and joined the Confed
erates. He was chosen a member of their Congress;
and while engaged in active measures to destroy, by
force of arms, the Government over which he had
once presided, he was taken sick and soon died.
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ents were bamuel and Jane
(Knox) Polk, the former a son
of Col. Thomas Polk, who located
at the above place, as one of the

ﬁrst pioneers, in 1735.
In the year 1806, with his wife
and children, and soon after fol
lowed by most of the members of
the Polk farnly, Samuel Polk emi
grated some two or three hundred
miles farther west, to the rich valley
of the Duck River.
Here in the

midst of the wilderness, in a region
which was subsequently called M au
ry Co., they reared their log huts,
and established their homes. In the
hard toil of a new farm in the wil
derness, James K. Polk spent the

early years of his childhood and
youth. His father, adding the pur
.

suit of a surveyor to thatof a farmer,
gradually increased in wealth until
he became one of the leading men of the region. His

mother was a superior woman, of strong common
sense and earnest piety.
Very early in life, James developed a taste for
reading and expressed the strongest desire to obtain
a liberal education. His mother's training had made
him methodical in his habits, had taught him punct
uality and industry, and had inspired him with lofty

principles of morality. His health was frail; and his
father, fearing that he might not be able to endure a

"

sedentary life, got a situation for him behind the
counter, hoping to ﬁt him for commercial pursuits.
This was to James a bitter disappointment. He
had no taste for these duties. and his daily tasks
were irksome in the extreme. He remained in this
uncongenial occupation but a few weeks, when at his
earnest solicitation his father removed him, and made
arrangements for him to prosecute his studies. Soon
after he sent him to Murfreesboro Academy. With
ardor which could scarcely be surpassed, he pressed
forward in his studies, and in less than two andahalf
years, in the autumn of 18r5, entered the sophomore

class in the University of North Carolina, at Chapel
Hill. Here he was one of the most exemplary of
scholars, punctual in every exercise, never allowing
himself to be absent from a recitation or a religious
service.
He graduated in r8r8, with the highest honors,be
ing deemed the best scholar of his class, both in
mathematics and the classics. He was then twenty

three years of age.

Mr. Polk's health was at this

time much impaired by the assiduity with which he
had prosecuted his studies. After a short season of
relaxation he went to Nashville, and entered the
ofﬁce of Felix Grundy, to study law. Here Mr. Polk
renewed his acquaintance wtth Andrew Jackson, who
resided on his plantation, the Hermitage, but a few
miles from Nashville. They had probably been

slightly acquainted before.
Mr. Polk's father was a Jeffersonian Republican,
and James K. Polk ever adhered to the same politi
cal faith. He was a popular public speaker, and was
constantly called upon to address the meetings of his
party friends. His skill as a speaker was such that
he was popularly called the Napoleon of the stump.
He was a man of unblemished morals, genial at d
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:ourter'us in his bearing, and with that sympathetic
nature in the joy 5 and griefs of others which ever gave
him troops of friends. In r823, Mr. Polk was elected
to the Legislature of Tennessee. Here he gave his
strong inﬂuence towards the election of his friend,
Mr. Jackson, to the Presidency of the United States.
In January, 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss Sarah
Childress, of Rutherford Co., Tenn. His bride was
altogether worthy of him,—a lady of beauty and cul
ture. In the fall of r825, Mr. Polk was chosen a

member of Congress. The satisfaction which he gave

with an army into Texas to hold the country. He was
sent ﬁrst to Nueces, which the Mexicans said was the
western boundary of Texas. Then he was sent nearly
two hundred miles further west, to the Rio Grande,
where be erected batteries which commanded the
Mexican city of Matamoras, which was situated on
the western banks.
The anticipated collision soon took place, and war
was declared against Mexico by President Polk. T be
war was pushed forward by Mr. Polk's administration
with great vigor. Gen. Taylor, whose army was ﬁrst

to his constituents may be inferred from the fact, that
for fourteen successive years, until 1839, he was con

called one of “ observation," then of “ occupation,"
then of “ in vasion," was sent forward to Monterey. The

tinuec" in that ofﬁce.

feeble Mexicans, in every encounter, were hopelessly
and awfully slaughtered.
The day of judgement
alone can reveal the misery which this war caused.
It was by the ingenuitny Mr. Polk’s administration
that the war was brought on.

He then voluntarily withdrew,

only that he might accept the Gubernatorial chair
of Tennessee.
In Congress he was a laborious
member, a frequent and a popular speaker. He was
always in his seat, always courteous; and whenever
he spoke it was always to the point, and without any

ambitious rhetorical display.
During ﬁve sessions of Congress, Mr. Polk was
Speaker of the House Strong passions were roused,
and stormy scenes were witnessed ; but Mr. Polk per
formed his arduous duties to a very general satisfac
tion, and a unanimous vote of thanks to him was
passed by the House as he withdrew on the 4th of
March, 1839.
In accordance with Southern usage, Mr. Polk, as a
candidate for Governor, canvassed the State. He was

elected by a large majority, and on the 14th of Octo
ber, 1839,100k the oath ofoﬁice at Nashville. In 1841,

his term of ofﬁce expired, and he was again the can
didate of the Democratic party, but was defeated.
On the 4th of March, 1845, Mr. Polk was inaugur
ated President of the United States- The verdict of
the countryin favor of the annexation of Texas, exerted
its inﬂuence upon Congress; and the last act of the

administration of President Tyler was to afﬁx his sig
nature to a joint resolnfion of Congress, passed on the
3d of March, approving of the annexation of Texas to
the American Union. As Mexico still claimed Texas
as one of her provinces,

the

Mexican

minister,

Almonte, immediately demanded his passports and
left the country, declaring the act of the annexation
to be an act hostile to Mexico.
In his ﬁrst message, President Polk urged that
Texas should immediately, by act of Congress, be re
ceived into the Union on the same footing with the
other States. In the meantime, Gen. Taylor was sent

‘To the victors belong the spoils.” Mexico was
prostrate before us. Her capital was in our hands.
We now consented to peace upon the condition that
Mexico should surrender to us, in addition to Texas,
all of New Mexico, and all of Upper and Lower Cal
ifornia.

Tlns new demand embraced, exclusive of

Texas, eight hundred thousand square miles. This
was an extent of territory equal to nine States of the
size of New York. Thus slavery was securing eighteen
majestic States to be added to the Union. There were
some Americans who thought it all right: there were
others who thought it all wrong. In the prosecution
of this war, we expended twenty thousand lives and
more than a hundred million of dollars.
Of this
money ﬁfteen millions were paid to Mexico.
On the 3d of March, r849, Mr. Polk retired from
ofﬁce, having served one term. The next day was
Sunday. On the 5th, Gen. Taylor was inaugurated
as his successor. Mr. Polk rode to the Capitol in the
same carriage with Gen. Taylor; and the same even
ing, with Mrs. Polk, he commenced his return to
Tennessee. He was then but ﬁfty-four years of age.
He had ever been strictly temperate in all his habits,
and his health was good. With an ample fortune,
a choice library, a cultivated mind, and domestic ties
of the dearest nature, it seemed as though long years
of tranquility and happiness were before him. But the
cholera—that fearful scourge— was then sweeping up
the Valley of the Mississippi. This he contracted,
and died on the r5th of June, 1849, in the ﬁfty-fourth
year of his age, greatly mourned by his countrymen.
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ACHARY TAYLOR, twelfth
' .‘r‘ President of the United States,
w was born on the 24th of Nov.,

'

the Revolution. When Zachary
was an infant, his father with his
wife and two children,emigrated
to Kentucky, where he settled in

company of infantry numbering ﬁfty men, many of
whom were sick.
Early in the autumn of 1812, the Indians, stealthily,
and in large numbers, moved upon the fort. Their
approach was ﬁrst indicated by the murder of two
soldiers just outside of the Stockade.
Capt. Taylor
made every possible preparation to meet the antici
pated assault. On the 4th of September, a band of
forty painted and plumed savages came to the fort,
wavinga white ﬂag, and informed Capt. Taylor that
in the morning their chief would conte to have a talk

the pathless wilderness, a few

with him. It was evident that their object was merely

1784, in Orange C0., Va.

His

father, Colonel

Was

Taylor,

a Virginian of note, and a dis
tinguished patriot and soldier of

tages. When six years of age he attended a common
school. and was then regarded as a bright, active boy,
rather remarkable for bluntness and decision of char
acter He was strong, fearless and self-reliant, and
manifested a strong desire to enter the army to ﬁght
the Indians who were ravaging the frontiers. There
is little to be recorded of the uneventful years of his

to ascertain the state of things at the fort, and Capt.
Taylor, well versed in the wiles of the savages, kept
them at a distance.
The sun went down; the savages disappeared. the
garrison slept upon their arms.
One hour before
midnight the war whoop burst from a thousand lips
in the forest around, followed by the discharge of
musketry, and the rush of the foe. Every man, sick
and well, sprang to his post. Every man knew that
defeat was not merely death, but in the case of cap
ture, death by the most agonizing and prolonged tor

childhood on his father's large but lonely plantation.

ture.

In 1808, his father succeeded in obtaining for him
the commission of lieutenant in the United States
army; and he joined the troops which were stationed
at New Orleans under Gen. Wilkinson. Soon after
this he married Miss Margaret Smith, a young lady
from one of the ﬁrst families of Maryland.
Immediately after the declaration of war with Eng
land, in 1812, Capt. Taylor (for he had then been
promoted to that rank) was put in command of Fort

conceive the scenes which ensued. The savages suc
ceeded in setting the to one of the block-houses

Harrison, on the Wabash, about ﬁfty miles above

service.

Vincennes. This fort had been built in the wilder
ness by Gen. Harrison,on his march to Tippecanoe.
It was one of the ﬁrst points of attack by the Indians,

wilderness, to Fort Crawford, on Fox River, which
empties into Green Bay. Here there was but little
to be done but to wear away the tedious hours as one
best could. There were no books, no society, no in

I

ier home, away from civilization and
all its reﬁnements, young Zachary

could enjoy but few social and educational advan

led by Tecumseh.

Its garrison consisted of a broken

N0 pen can describe, no immagination can

Until six o'clock in the morning, this awful conﬂict
continued. The savages then, bafﬂed at every point,
and gnashing their teeth with rage, retired. Capt.
Taylor, for this galiant defence, was promoted to the
rank of major by brevet.
Until the close of the war, MajorTaylor was placed
in such situations that he saw but little more of active

He was sent far away into the depths of the
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tellectual stimulus. Thus with him the uneventful
years rolled on
Gradually he rose to the rank of
colonel. In the Black Hawk war, which resulted in
the capture of that renowned chieftain, Col Taylor
took a subordinate but a brave and efﬁcient part.
For twentyfour years Col. Taylor was engaged in
the defence of the frontiers, in scenes so remote, and in
employments so obscure, that his name was unknown
beyond the limits of his own immediate acquaintance.
In the year 1836, he was sent to Florida to compel

had never been heard of, save in connection with Palo
Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Montere and Buena
Vista. It is said that Daniel Webster, in his haste re
marked, " It is a nomination not ﬁt to be made."
Gen. Taylor was not an eloquent speaker nor a ﬁne
writer His friends took possession of him, and pre
pared such few communications as it was needful

should be presented to the public. The popularity of
the successful warrior swept the land. He was tri
umphantly elected over two opposing candidates,—

the Seminole Indians to vacate that region and re

Gen. Cass and Err-President Martin Van Buren. '

tire beyond the Mississippi, as their chiefs by treaty,
iiat‘ promised they should do. The services rendered
he'.c secured for Col. Taylor the high appreciation of

Though be selected an excellent cabinet, the good

the Government; and as a reward, he was elevated

to the rank of brigadier-general by brevet; and soon
after, in May, 1838, was appointed to the chief com
mand of the United States troops in Florida.
After two years of such wearisome employment
amidst the everglades of the peninsula, Gen. Taylor
obtained, at his own request, a change of command,
and was stationed over the Department of the South

west. This ﬁeld embraced Louisiana, Mississippi,

old man found himself in a very uncongenial position,
and was, at times, sorely perplexed and harassed.
His mental sufferings were very severe, and probably
tended to hasten his death. The pro-slavery party
was pushing its claims with tireless energy, expedi
tions were ﬁtting out to capture Cuba ; California was
pleading for admission to the Union, while slavery
stood at the door_to bar her out. Gen. Taylor found
the political conﬂicts in Washington to be far more
trying to the nerves than battles with Mexicans or
Indians

Alabama and Georgia. Establishing his headquarters

In the midst of all these troubles, Gen. Taylor,

at Fort Jessup, in Louisiana, he removed his family

after he had Occupied the Presidential chair but little

to a plantation which he purchased, near Baton Rogue.
Here he remained for ﬁve years, buried, as it were,
from the world, but faithfully discharging every duty
imposed upon him.
In 1846, Gen. Taylor was sent to guard the land
between the Nueces and Rio Grande, the latter river
being the boundary of Texas, which was then claimed
by the United States. Soon the war with Mexico
was brought on, and at Palo Alto and Resaca de la
Palma, Gen. Taylor won brilliant victories over the
Mexicans. The rank of major-general by brevet
was then conferred upon Gen. Taylor, and his name
Was received with enthusiasm almost everywhere in
the Nation. Then came the battles of Monterey and
Buena Vista in which he won signal victories over
forces much larger than he commanded.
His careless habits of dress and his unaffected
simplicity, secured for Gen. Taylor among his troops,

over a year, took cold, and after a brief sickness of

the sobrz'quet of “Old Rough and Ready.’
Tne tidings of the brilliant victory of Buena Vista
spread the wildest enthusiasm over the country. The
name of Gen. Taylor was on every one's lips. The
Whig party decided to take advantage of this wonder
ful popularity in bringing forward the unpolished, un
lettered, honest soldier as their candidate for the
Presidency. Gen. Taylor was astonished at the an
nouncement, and for a time would not listen toit; de
claring that he was not at all qualiﬁed for such an
oﬁice. So little interest had he taken in politics that,
for forty years, he had not cast a vote.
It was not

but little over ﬁve days, died on the 9th of July, 1850.
His last words were, “ I am not afraid to die. I am

ready.

I have endeavored to do my duty."

Hedied

universally respected and beloved. An honest, un
pretending man, he had been steadily growing in the
affections of the people; and the Nation bitterly la
mented his death.
Gen. Scott, who was thoroughly acquainted with
Gen. Taylor, gave the following graphic and truthful

description of his character:—“ With a good store of
common sense, Gen. T aylor's mind had not been en
larged and refreshed by reading, or much converse

with the world.

Rigidity of ideas was the conse

quence. The frontiers and small military posts had
been his home. Hence he was quite ignorant for his
rank, and quite bigoted in his ignorance.
His sim
plicity was child_like, and with innumerable preju
dices, amusing and incorrigible, well suited to the

tender age. Thus, if a man, however respectable,
chanced to wear a coat of an unusual color, or his hat
a little on one side of his head; or an officer to leave
a corner of his handkerchief dangling from an out
side pocket,—in any such case, this critic held the
offmder to be a coxeomb (perhaps something worse),
whom he would not, to use his oft repeated phrase,

‘touch with a pair of tongs.’

.

without chagrin that several distinguished statesmen

“Any allusion to literature beyond good old Dil
worth’s spelling-book, on the part of one wearing a
sword, was evidence, with the same judge, of utter
unﬁtness for heavy marchings and combats. In short

who had been long years in the public service found

few men have ever had a more comfortable, labor

“Lair claims set aside in behalf of one whose name

saving contempt for learnirg of every kind."
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ILLARD FILLMORE, thir
teenth President ofthe United
States, was born at Summer

Hill, Cayuga Co., N. Y ., on
the 7th of January, 1800. His
father was a farmer, and ow

ing to misfortune, in humble cir
cumstances.

Of his mother, the

daughter of Dr. Abiathar Millard,
of Pittsﬁeld, Mass, it has been
said that she possessed an intellect
of very high order, united with much
personal loveliness, sweetness ofdis

position, graceful manners and ex
quisite sensibilities. She died in
183:; having lived to see her son a

young man of distinguished prom
.se, though she was not permitted to witness the high

dignity which he ﬁnally attained.
In consequence of the secluded home and limited
means of his father, Millard enjoyed but slender ad
vantages for education in his early years. The com
mon schools, which he occasionally attended were
veryl imperfect institutions; and books were scarce

and expensive.

There was nothing then in his char

acter to indicate the brilliant career upon which he
was about to enter. He was a plain farmer's boy;

intelligent, good-looking, kind-hearted.

The sacred

i:..'luences of home had taught him to revere the Bible,

and had laid the foundations of an upright character.
\Z'hen fourteen years of age, his father sent him
some hundred miles from home, to the then wilds of
Livingston County, to learn the trade of a clothier.

Near the mill there was a small villiage, where some

iii

enterprising man had commenced the collection of a.
village library. This proved an inestimable blessing
to young Fillmore. His evenings were spent in read
ing. Soon every leisure moment was occupied “ith
books. His thirst for knowledge became insatiate
and the selections which he made were continually
more elevating and instructive. He read history,
biography, oratory, and thus gradually there was en~
kindled in his heart a desire to be something more
than a mere worker with his hands; and he was be

coming, almost unknown to himself, a well-informed,

educated man.

I

The young clothier had now attained the age of
nineteen years, and was of ﬁne personal appearance
and of gentlemanly demeanor. It so happened that
there was a gentleman in the neighborhood of ample
pecuniary means and of benevolence,—]udge Walter
Wood,—who was struck with the prepossessing ap
pearance of young Fillmore. He made his acquaint
ance, and was so much impressed with his ability and
attainments that he advised him to abandon his
trade and devote himself to the study ofthelaw. The
young man replied, that he had no means of his own,

no friends to help him and that his previous educa
tion had been very imperfect. But Judge Wood had
so much conﬁdence in him that he kindly offered to
take him into his own ofﬁce, and to loan him such
money as he needed. Most gratefully the generous
offer was accepted.
There is in many minds a strange delusion about
a collegiate education. A young man is supposed to
be liberally educated if he has graduated at some col
lege. But many a boy loiters through university hall:
and then enters a law ofﬁce, who is by no means as

(i6
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well prepared to prosecute his legal studies as was
Millard Fillmore when he graduated at the clothing
mill at the end of four years of manual labor, during
which every leisure moment had been devoted to in
tense mental culture.
In 1823, when twenty-three years of age, he was
admitted to the Court of Common Pleas. He then
went to the village of Aurora, and commenced the
practice of law. In this secluded, peaceful region,
his practice of course was limited, and there was no
opportunity for a sudden rise in fortune or in fame.

Here, in the year 1826, he married a lady of great
moral worth, and one capable of adorning any station

she might be called to ﬁll,—-Miss Abigail Powers.
His elevation of character, his untiring industry,
his legal aequirements, and his skill as an advocate,
gradually attracted attention; and he was invited to
enter into partnership under highly advantageous
circumstances, with an elder member of the bar in

Buffalo.

Just before removing to Buffalo, in 1829,

he took his seat in the House of Assembly, of the
State of New York, as a representative from Erie
County. Though he had never taken a very active

part in politics, his vote and his sympathies were with
the Whig party.

The State was then Democratic,

and he found himself in a helpless minority in the
Legislature , still the testimony comes from all parties,
that his courtesy, ability and integrity, won, to a very
unusual degrt‘e the respect of his associates.
In the autumn of 1832, he was elected to a seat in
the United States Congress. He entered that troubled
arena in some of the most tumultuous hours of our
national history. The great conﬂict respecting the
national bank and the removal of the deposits, was

then raging.
His term of two years closed; and he returned to

his profession, which he pursued with increasing rep
utation and success. After a lapse of two years
he again became a candidate for Congress; was re
elected, and took his seat in r837.
His past expe
rience as a representative gave him strength and
conﬁdence. The ﬁrst term of service in Congress to

any man can be but little more than an introduction.
He was now prepared for active duty. All his ener

Mr. Fillmore had attained the age of forty-seven
years. His labors at the bar, in the Legislature, in
Congress and as Comptroller, had given him very con
siderable fame. The Whigs were casting about to
ﬁnd suitable candidates for President and Vice-Prest
dent at the approaching election. Far away, on the
waters of the Rio Grande, there was a rough old
soldier, who had fought one or two successful battles
with the Mexicans, which had caused his name to be
proclaimed in trumpet-tones all over the land. But
it was necessary to associate with him on the same
ticket some man of reputation as a statesman.
Under the inﬂuence of these considerations, the
namesonaehary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became
the rallying-cry of the Whigs, as their candidates for
President and Vice-Peesident. The Whig ticket was
signally triumphant.

On the 4th of March, 1849,

Gen. Taylor was inaugurated President, and Millard
Fillmore Vice-President, of the United States.
On the 9th of July, 1850, President Taylor, but
about one year and four months after his inaugura
tion, was suddenly taken sick and died. By the Con
stitution, Vice-President Fillmore thus became Presi
dent.
He appointed a very able cabinet, of which
the illustrious Daniel Webster was Secretary of State.
Mr. Fillmore had very serious difficulties to contend
with, since the opposition had a majority in both
Houses. He did everything in his power to conuliate
the South; but the pro-slavery party in the South felt

the inadequaeyof all measures oftransient conciliation.
The population of the free States was so rapidly in
creasing over that of the slave States that it was in
evitable that the power of the Government should
soon pass into the hands of the free States. The
famous compromise measures were adopted under Mr.
Fillmcre's adminstration, and the Japan Expedition
was sent out. On the 4th of March, 185 3, Mr. Fill
more, having served one term, retired.
In 1856, Mr. Fillmore was nominated for the Pres

idency by the “Know Nothing " party, but was beaten
by Mr. Buchanan.

retirement.

After that Mr. Fillmore lived in

During the terrible conﬂict of civil war,

gies were brought to bear upon the public good. Every
measure received his impress.
Mr. Fillmore was now a man of wide repute, and
his popularity ﬁlled the State, and in the year 1847,

he was mostly silent. It was generally supposed that
his sympathies were rather with those who were en
deavoring to overthrow our institutions. President
Fillmore kept aloof from the conﬂict, without any
cordial words of cheer to the one party or the other.
He was thus forgotten by both. He lived to a ripe

he was elected Comptroller of the State.

old age, and died in Buffalo. N. Y., March 8, 1874.
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RANKLIN

PIERCE, the

l: fourteenth President of the
" United States, was born in

w

Hillsl)0rough, N. H., Nov.
23, 1804. His father was a
Revolutionary soldier, who,
with his own strong arm,
hewed out a home in the
wilderness.

He was a man

of inﬂexible integrity;

of

strong, though uncultivated
mind, and an uncompromis
ing Democrat.
The mother of
Franklin Pierce was all that a son
I
could desit'c,——~an intelligent, pru
dent, affectionate, Christian wom
an. Franklin was the sixth of eight children.
Franklin was a very bright and handsome boy, gen
erous, warm-hearted and brave.

He won alike the

love of old and young. The boys on the play ground
loved him. His teachers loved him. The neighbors
looked upon him with pride and affection.
He was
by instinct a gentleman; always speaking kind words,
doing kind deeds, with a peculiar unstudied tact
which taught him what was agreeable.

Without de

veloping any precocity of genius, or any unnatural
deVOtion to books, he was a good scholar; in body,
in mind, in affections, a ﬁnely-developed boy.

n

_;a-...
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genial nature, rendered him a universal favorite.
There was something very peculiarly winning in his
address, and it was e'vidently not in the slightest de
gree studied: it was the simple outgushing of his
own magnanimous and loving nature.
Upon graduating, in the year 1824, Franklin Pierce
commenced the study of law in the oﬂice of Judge
Woodbury, one of the most distinguished lawyers of
the State, and a man of great private worth. The.
eminent social qualities of the young lawyer, his
father's prominence as a public man, and the brilliant
political career into which Judge Woodbury was en
tering, all tended to entice Mr. Pierce into the faci
nating yet perilous path of political life.
With all
the ardor of his nature he espoused the cause of Gen.
Jackson for the Presidency. He commenced the
practice oflaw in Hillsborough, and was soon elected
to represent the town in the State Legislature. Here
he served for four years. The last two years he was
chosen speaker of the house by a very large vote.
In 1833, at the age of twenty-nine, he was elected
a member of Congress. Without taking an active

part in debates, he was faithful and laborious in duty,
and ever rising in the estimation of those with whom
he was associatad.
In 1837, being then but thirty-three years of age,
he was elected to the Senate of the United States;

'lhe purity cf his moral character, the unvarying

taking his seat just as Mr. Van Buren commenced
his administration. He was the youngest memberin
the Senate. In the year 1834. he married Miss Jane
Means Appleton, a lady of rare beauty and accom
plishments, and one admirably ﬁtted to adorn every

courtesy of his demeanor, his rank as a scholar, and

station with which her husband was honored. Of the

When sixteen years of age, in the year 1820, he
entered Bowdoin College, at Brunswick, Me He was
one of the most popular young men in the college.
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FRANKLIN PIERCE.

three sons who were born to them, all now sleep with

their parents in the grave.
1n the year 1838, Mr. Pierce, with growing fame

and increasing business as a lawyer, took up his
residence in Concord, the capital of New Hampshire.
President Polk, upon his accession to ofﬁce, appointed

Mr. Pierce attorney-general of the United States; but
the otfer was declined, in consequence of numerous
professional engagements at home, and the precariuos
state of Mrs. Pierce's health.
He also, about the
same time declined the nomination for governor by the
Democratic party. The war with Mexico called Mr.
Pierce in the army. Receiving the appointment of
brigadier-general, he embarked, with a portion of his

His administration proved one of the most stomry our
country had ever experienced. The controversy Le
tween slavery and freedom was then approaching its
culminating point. It became evident that there was

an “irrepressible conﬂict " between them, and that
this Nation could not long exist “ halfslave and half
free." President Pierce, during the whole of his ad
ministration, did every thing he could to conciliate
the South; but it was all in vain. The conflict every
year grew more violent, and threats of the dissolution
of the Union were borne to the North on every South
ern breeze.

Such was the condition of affairs when President
Pierce approached the close of his four-years' term

troops, at Newport, R. I., on the 27th of May, 1847.

of ofﬁce.

He took an important part in this war, proving him
self a brave and true soldier.
When Gen. Pierce reached his home in his native
State, he was received enthusiastically by the advo
cates of the Mexican war, and coldly by his oppo
nents. He resumed the practice of his profession,
very frequently taking an active part in political ques~
tions, giving his cordial support to the pro-slavery
wing of the Democratic party. The compromise
measures met cordially with his approval; and he
strenuously advocated the enforcement of the infa
mous fugitive-slave law, which so shocked the religious
sensibilities ofthe North. He thus became distin

ated from him.

The North had become thoroughly alien

The anti-slavery sentiment, goaded

sachusetts, Kentucky and Tennessee—cast their
electoral votes against him Gen. Franklin Pierce
was therefore inaugurated President of the United

by great outrages, had been rapidly increasing; all
the intellectual ability and social worth of President
Pierce were forgotten in deep reprehension of his ad
ministrative acts. The slaveholders of the South, also,
unmindful of the ﬁdelity with which he had advo
cated those measures of Govemment which they ap
proved, and perhaps, also, feeling that he had
rendered himself so unpopular as no longer to be
able acceptably to serve them, ungratefully dropped
him, and nominated James Buchanan to succeed him.
On the 4th of March, 1857, President Pierce re
tired to his home in Concord. Of three children, two
had died, and his only surviving child had been
killed before his eyes by a railroad accident, and his
wife, one of the most estimable and accomplished of
ladies, was rapidly sinking in consumption. The
hour of dreadful gloom soon came, and he was left
alone in the world, without wife or child.
When the terrible Rebellion burst forth, which di
vided our country into two parties, and two only, Mr.
Pierce remained steadfast in the principles which he
had always cherished, and gave his sympathies to
that pro-slavery party with which he had ever been
allied. He declined to do anything, either by voice
or pen, to strengthen the hand of the National Gov
ernment. He continued to reside in Concord until
the time of his death, which occurred in October,
1869. He was one of the most genial and social of
men, an honored comrnunicant of the Episcopal
Church, and one of the kindest of neighbors.
Gen.
erous to a fault, he contributed liberally for the al
leviation of suffering and want,and many of his towns

States on the 4th of March, 1853.

people were often gladened by his material bounty.

guished as a “Northern man with Southern principles.”
The strong partisans of slavery in the South conse
quently regarded him as a man whom they could
safely trust in office to carry out their plans.
On the 12th of June, 185 2, the Democratic conven
tion met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate for the
Presidency. ~ For four days they continued in session,
and in thirty-ﬁve ballotings no one had obtained a
two-thirds vote. Not a vote thus far had been thrown

for Gen. Pierce.

Then the Virginia delegation

brought forward his name. There were fourteen
more ballotings, during which Gen. Pierce constantly
gained strength, until, at the forty-ninth ballot, he

received two hundred and eighty-two votes, and all
other candidates eleven. Gen. \Vinﬁeld Scott was
the Whig candidate. Gen. Pierce was chosen with

great unanimity.

Only four States——Vermont, Mas
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. AMES BUCHANAN, the ﬁf
‘ teenth President of the United
States, was born in a small
frontier town, at the foot of the
eastern ridge of the Allegha
nies, in Franklin Co., Penn.,on
the 23d of April, r79r. The place
where the humble cabin of his
father stood was called Stony
Batter. It was a wild and ro
mantic spot in a gorge of the moun
tains, with towering summits rising
grandly all around.
His father
was anative of the north of Ireland;
a poor man, who had emigrated in

i

abled him to master the most abstruse subjects with
facility.
In the year 1809, he graduated with the highest
honors of his class. He was then eighteen years of
age; tall and graceful, vigorous in health, fond of
athletic sport, an unerring shot, and enlivened with
an exuberant ﬂow of animal spirits. He immediately
commenced the study of law in the city of Lancaster,
and was admitted to the bar in r812, when he was
but tWenty-oue years of age. Very rapidly he rose
in his profession, and at once took undisputed stand
with the ablest lawyers of the State.
When Lut
twenty-six years of age, unaided by counsel, he suc
cessfully defended before the State Senate 0t e of the
judges of the State, who was tried upon articles of
impeachment. At the age of thirty it was generally

1783, with little property save his
admitted that he stood at the head of the bar; and

own strong arms. Five years afterwards he married
Elizabeth Spear, the daughter of a respectable farmer,
and, with his young bride, plunged into the wilder
ness, staked his claim, reared his log-hut, opened a
clearing with his axe, and settled down there to per~
form his obscure part in the drama of life. In this se
cluded home, where James was born, he remained

for eight years. enjoying but few social or intellectual
advantages. When James was eight years of age, his

father removed to the village of Mercersburg, where
his son was placed at school. and commenced a
course of study in English, Latin and Greek.
His
progress was rapid, and at the age of fourteen, he

entered Dickinson College, at Carlisle.

Here he de

veloped remarkable talent, and took his stand among

the ﬁrst scholars in the institution. His application
to study was intense, and yet his native powers eu

there was no lawyer in the State who had a more l'l
crative practice.
In 1820, he reluctantly consented to run as a
candidate for Congress.

He was elected, and for

ten years he remained ametnber of the Lower House.
During the vacations of Congress, he occasionally
tried some important case.
In 1831, he retired
altogether from the toils of his profession, having ac
quired an ample fortune.
Gen. Jackson, upon his elevation to the Presidency,
appointed Mr. Buchanan minister to Russia. The
duties of his mission he performed with ability,whith
gave satisfaction to all parties. Upon his return, in
r833, he was elected to a seat in the United States
Senate. He there met, as his associates, Webster.
Clay, Wright and Calhoun. He advocated the mens
ures proposed by President Jackson, of making‘repri

16

[AMES BUCHANAN.

sals against France, to enforce the payment of our i ciples, consistently oppose the State-rights party in
their assumptions. As President of the United States,
claims against that country; and defended the course
of the President in his unprecedented and wholesale
bound by his oath faithfully to administer the laws
he could not, without perjury of the grossest kind,
removal from ofﬁce of those who were not the sup
porters of his administration. Upon this question he
unite with those endeavor-mg to overthrow the repub
lic. He therefore did nothing.
was brought into direct collision with Henry Clay.
He also, with voice and vote, advocated expunging
The opponents of Mr. Buchanan's administration
nominated Abraham Lincoln as their standard bearer
from the journal of the Senate the vote of censure
against Gen. Jackson for removing the deposits.
in the next Presidential canvass. The pro-slavery
Earnestly he opposed the abolition of slavery in the
party declared, that ifhe were elected, and the con
trol of the Government were thus taken from their
District of Columbia, and urged the prohibition of the
circulation of anti-slavery documents by the United
hands, they would secede from the Union, taking
with them, as they retired, the National Capitol at
States mails.
As to petitions on the subject of slavery, he advo
Washington, and the lion's share of the territory of
cated that they should be respectfully received; and
the United States.
Mr. Buchanan's sympathy with the pro-slavery
that the reply should be returned, that Congress had
no power to legislate upon the subject. “ Congress," party was such, that he had been willing to offerthem
far more than they had ventured to claim. All the
said he, “might as well undertake to interfere with
South had professed to ask of the North was non
slavery under a foreign government as in any of the
intervention upon the subject of slavery. Mr. Bu
States where it now exists."
chanan had been ready to offer them the active co
Upon Mr. Polk's accession to the Presidency, Mr.
operation of the Government to defend and extend
Buchanan became Secretary of State, and as such,
took his share of the responsibility in the conduct of the institution.
As the storm increased in violence, the slaveholders
the Mexican War. Mr. Polk assumed that crossing
claiming the right to secede. and Mr. Buchanan avow
the Nueces by the American troops into~ the disputed
ing that Congress had no power to prevent it, one of
territory was not wrong, but for the Mexicans to cross
the most pitiable exhibitions of governmental im
the Rio Grande into that territory was a declaration
becility was exhibited the world has ever seen. He
of war. N0 candid man can read with pleasure the
account of the course our Government pursued in that declared that Congress had no power to enforce its
laws in any State which had withdrawn, or which
movement.
Mr. Buchanan identiﬁed himself thoroughly with was attempting to withdraw from the Union. This
was not the doctrine of Andrew Jackson, when, with
the party devoted to the perpetuation and extension
his hand upon his sword-hilt, he exclaimed. “The
of slavery, and brought all the energies of his mind
Union must and shall be preserved!"
to bear against the Wilmot Proviso.
He gave his
South Carolina seceded in December, 1860; nearly
cordial approval to the compromise measures of 1850,
which included the fugitive-slave law.
Mr. Pierce,
three months before the inauguration of President
Lincoln. Mr. Buchanan looked on in listless despair.
upon his election to the Presidency, honored Mr.
The rebel ﬂag was raised in Charleston; Fort Sum pter
Buchanan with the mission to England.
was besieged; our forts, navy-yards and arsenals
In the year 1856, a national Democratic conven
were seized; our depots of military stores were plun
tion nominated Mr. Buchanan for the Presidency. The
dered; and our custom-houses and post-offices were
political conflict was one of the most severe in which
appropriated by the rebels.
our country has ever engaged. All the friends of
slavery were on one side; all the advocates of its re
The energy 0f the rebels, and the imbecility of our
Executive, were alike marvelous. The Nation looked
striction and ﬁnal abolition, on the other. Mr. Fre
mont, the candidate of the enemies of slavery, re
on in agony, waiting for the slow weeks to glide aWay,
ceived 114 electoral votes.
Mr. Buchanan received
and close the administration, so terrible in its weak
ness At length the long-looked-for hour of deliver
r74, and was elected. The popular vote stood
ance came, when Abraham Lincoln was to receive the
r,34o,618, for Fremont, 1,224,750 for Buchanan. On
March 4th, 1857, Mr. Buchanan Was inaugurated.
scepter.
The administration of President Buchanan was
Mr. Buchanan was far advanced in life. Only four
years were wanting to ﬁll up his threescore years and
certainly the most calamitous our country has ex
perienced. His best friends cannot recall it with
ten. His own friends, those with whom he had been
pleasure. And still more deplorable it is for his fame,
allied in political principles and action for years, were
that in that dreadful conﬂict which rolled its billows
seeking the destruction of the Government, that they
of flame and blood over our whole land, no word came
might rear upon the ruins of our free institutions a
nation whose corner-stone should be human slavery.
from his lips to indicate his wish that our country's
banner should triumph over the ﬂag of the rebellion.
[n this emergency, Mr. Buchanan was hopelessly be
He died at his Wheatland retreat, June I, 1868.
wildered He could not, with his long-avowed prin
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BRAHAM

LINCOLN,

the

q, sixteenth President of the
» fli United States, was born in
Hardin Co., Ky., Feb. 12,
1809. About the year 1780, a
_ , man by the name of Abraham
’ Lincoln left Virginia with his
family and moved into the then
wilds of Kentucky. Only two years
after this emigration, still a young
man, while working one day in a
ﬁeld, was stealthily approached by
an Indian and shot dead. His widow
was left in extreme poverty with ﬁve
_

“

(a)

i

little children, three boys and two

girls. Thomas, the youngest of the
boys, was four years of age at his
father's death. This Thomas was
the father of Abraham Lincoln, the

President of the United States
whose name must henceforth forever be enrolled
with the most prominent in the annals of our world.
Of course no record has been kept of the life
of one so lowly as Thomas Lintoln. He was among
the poorest of the poor. His home was a wretched
log-cabin; his food the coarsest and the meanest.
Education he had none; he could never either read

or write. As soon as he was able to do anything for
himself, he was compelled to leave the cabin of his
starving mother, and push outinto the world, a friend
less, wandering boy, seeking wmk. He hired him
selfout, and thus spent the whole of his youth as a
\Itborer in the ﬁelds of others.
When twenty-eight years of age he built a log
cabin of his own, and married Nancy Hanks, the
daughter of another family of poor Kentucky emi
grants, who had also come from Virginia. Their
second child was Abraham Lincoln, the subject of
this sketch. The mother of Abraham was a noble
woman, gentle, loving, pensive, created to adorn
a palace, doomed to toil and pine, and die in a hovel,

“ All that I am, or hope to be," exclaims the grate

ful son “I owe to my angel-mother. "
When he was eight years of age, his father sold his

cabin and small farm, and moved to Indiana. Where

two years later his mother died.
Abraham soon became the scribe of the uneducated
community around him. He could not have had a
better school than this to teach him to put thoughts
into words. He also became an eager reader. The
books he could obtain were few; but these he read
and re-read until they were almost committed to
memory.
As the years rolled on, the lot of this lowly family
was the usual lot of humanity. There were joys and
griefs, weddings and funerals.
Abraham's sister
Sarah, to whom he was tenderly attached, was mar

ried when a child of but fourteen years of age, and
soon died. The family was gradually scattered. M r.

Thomas Lincoln sold out his squatter's claim in 1830,
and emigrated to Macon Co., Ill.
Abraham Lincoln was then twenty-one years of age.
With vigorous hands he aided his father in rearing
another log-cabin. Abraham worked diligently at this
until he saw the family comfortably settled, and their
small lot of enclosed prairie planted with corn, when
he announced to his father his intention to leave
home, and to go out into the world and seek his for
tune. Little did he or his friends imagine how bril
liant that fortune was to be. He saw the value of
education and was intensely earnest to improve his
mind to the utmost of his power. He saw the ruin
which ardent spirits were causing, and became
strictly temperate; refusing to allow a drop of intoxi
cating liquor to pass his lips. And he had read in
God's word, “ Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain ;" and a profane expression he
was never heard to utter. Religion he revered. His
morals were pure, and he was uncontaminated by a
single vice.
Young Abraham worked for a time as a hired laborer
among the farmers. Then he went to Springﬁeld,
where he was employed in building a large ﬂat-l‘oat.
In this he took a herd of swine, ﬂoated them down

the Sangamon to the Illinois, and thence by the His
sissippi to New Orleans. Whatever Abraham Lin
coln undertook, he performed so faithfully as to give
great satisfacticn to his employers. in this advcn
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ture his employers were so Well pleased, that upon l and merciful man, especially by the slaveliolders,wus
his return they placed a store and mill under his care.
greater than upon any other man ever elected to this
high position. In February, i86i, Mr. Lincoln started
In 1832, at the outbreak of the Black Hawk war, he
enlisted and was chosen captain of a company. He
for Washington, stopping in all the large cities on his
returned to Sangamon County, and although only 23
way making speeches. The whole journey was frought
years of age, was a candidate for the Legislature, but
with much danger. Many of the Southern States had
was defeated. He soon after received from Andrew
already seceded, and several attempts at assassination
Jackson the appointmenth Postmaster of New Salem,
were afterwards brought to light. A gang in Balti
His only post-ofﬁce was his hat. All the letters he
more had arranged, upon his arrival to“ get up a row,"
received he carried there ready to deliver to those
and in the confusion to make sure of his death with
he chanced to meet. He studied surveying, and soon
revolvers and hand-grenades. A detective unravelled
made this his business. In 1834 he again became a
the plot. A secret and special train was prOvided to
candidate for the Legislature, and was elected Mr.
take him from Harrisburg, through Baltimore, at an
Stuart, of Springﬁeld, advised him to study law. He
unexpected hour of the night. The train started at
walked from New Salem to Springﬁeld, borrowed of half-past ten; and to prevent any possible communi
cation on the part of the Secessionists with their Con
Mr. Stuart :1 load of books, carried them back and
began his legal studies. When the Legislature as
federate gang in Baltimore, as soon as the train had
sembled he trudged on foot with his pack on his back started the telegraph-wires were cut.
Mr. Lincoln
one hundred miles to Vandalia, then the capital. In
reached Washington in safety and was inaugurated,
1836 he was re-elected to the Legislature.
Here it
although great anxiety was felt by all loyal people
was he ﬁrst met Stephen A. Douglas. In 1839 he re
In the selection of his cabinet Mr. Lincoln gave
moved to Springﬁeld and began the practice of law.
to Mr. Seward the Department of State, and to other
His success with the jury was so great that he was
prominent opponents before the convention he gave
soon engaged in almost every noted case in the circuit.
important positions.
In 1854 the great discussion began between Mr.
During no other administration have the duties
Lincoln and Mr. Douglas, on the slavery question.
devolving upon the President been so manifold, and
In the organization of the Republican partyin Illinois,
the responsrbilities so great, as those which fell to
in r856, he took an active part, and at once became
the lot of President Lincoln. Knowing this, and
one of the leaders in that party.
Mr. Lincoln’s
feeling his own weakness and inability to meet,an in
speechesin opposition to Senator Douglas in the con
his own strength to cope with, the difﬁculties, he
test in 1858 for a seat in the Senate, form a most
learned early to seek Divine wisdom and guidance in
notable part of his history. The issue was on the
determining his plans, and Divine comfort in all his
trials, both personal and national
Contrary to his
ilavery question, and he took the .broad ground of
.he Declaration of Independence, that all men are
owu estimate of himself, Mr. Lincoln was one of the
created equal. Mr. Lincoln was defeated in this con
most courageous of men. He went directly into the
test, but won a far higher prize.
rebel capital just as the retreating foe was leaving,
with no guard but a few sailors. From the time he
The great Republican Convention met at Chicago
had left Springﬁeld, in i861, however, plans had been
on the r6th of June, r860.
The delegates and
made for his assassination,and he at last tell a victim
strangers who crowded the city amounted to twenty
to one of them. April i4, 1865, he, with Gen. Grant,
ﬁve thousand. An immense building called “The
was urgently invited to attend Fords' Theater. It
Wigwam," was reared to accommodate the Conven
was announced that they would be present.
Gen.
tion. There were eleven candidates for whom votes
were thrown. William H. Seward, a man whose fame

Grant, however, left the city. President Lincoln, feel

as a statesman had long ﬁlled the land, was the most
prominent. It was generally supposed he would be

ing, with his characteristic kindliness of heart, that
it would be a disappointment if he should fail them,
very reluctantly eonsented to go. While listening to
the play an actor by the name of John Wilkes Booth
entered the box where the President and family were
seated, and ﬁred a bullet into his brains. He died the
next morning at seven o’clock.
Never before, in the history of the world was a nation
plunged into such deep griefby the death ofits ruler.
Strong men met in the streets and wept ll'l speechless
anguish. It is not too much to say that a nation was
in tears. His was a life which will ﬁlly become a
model. His name as the savior of his country will

the nominee.

Abraham Lincoln, however, received

the nomination on the third ballot. Little did he then
dream of the weary years of toil and care, and the
bloody death, to which that nomination doomed him:
and aslittle did he dream that he was to render services
to his country, which would ﬁx upon him the eyes of
the whole civilized world, and which would give him
aplace in the affections of his countrymen, second

cnly, if second, to that of Washington.

Election day came and Mr. Lincoln received i80
electoral votes out of 203 east, and was, therefore,

live with that of Washington's, its father; his country

constitutionally elected President ofthe United States.
The tirade of abuse that was poured upon this good

men being unable to decide whil h is the greater.
I
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pleased with his zeal, not only gave him the book.

but assisted him in learning to combine the letters

'

States.

The early lift‘ of

Andrew Johnson contains but

into words. Under such difﬁculties he pressed or.
ward laboriously, spending usually ten or twelve hOLllE

the record of poverty, destitu

at work in the shop, and then robbing himself of rest

tion and friendlessness. He
was born December 29, 1808,

in Raleigh, N. C.

His parents,

He went to Tennessee in 1826, and located at

belonging to the class of the

Greenville, where he married a young lady who pos
sessed some education. Under her instructions he
learned to write and cipher. He became prominent
in the village debating society, and a favorite with

“poor whites " of the South, were
in such circumstances, that they
could not confer even the slight
est advantages of education upon
their child. When Andrew was ﬁve

|

and recreation to devote such time as he could to
reading.

years of age, his father accidentally

lost his life while herorically endeavoring to save a
friend from drowning. Until ten years of age, Andrew
was a ragged boy about the streets, supported by the

labor of his mother, who obtained her living with
her own hands.
He then, having never attended a school one day,

and being unable either to read or write, was apprenticed to a tailor in his native town. A gentleman
was in the habit of going to the tailor's shop occasion
ally, and reading to the boys at work there. He often

read from the speeches of distinguished British states
men. Andrew, who was endowed with a mind of more
than ordinary native ability, became much interested
in these speeches; his ambition was rouSed, and he

was inspired with a strong desire to learn to read.
He accordingly applied himself to the alphabet, and
with the assistance of some of his fellow-workmen,
ieamed his letters. He then called upon the gentle
man to borrow the book of speeches. The owner,

the students of Greenville College. In 1828, he or
ganized a working man's party, which elected him
alderman, and in 1830 elected him mayor, which
position he held three years.
He now began to take a lively interest in political

affairs; identifying himself with the working-classes,
to which he belonged.
In 1835, he was elected a
member of the House of Representatives of Tennes
see. He was then just twenty~seven years of age.
He became a very active member of the legislature.
gave his adhesion to the Democratic party, and in
1840 “stumped the State," advocating Martin Van
Buren's claims to the Presidency, in opposition to those

of Gen. Harrison. In this campaign he acquired much
readiness as a speaker, and extended and increased
his reputation.
In 1841, he was elected State Senator; in 1843, he

was elected a member of Congress, and by successive
elections, held that important post for ten years. In
1853, he was elected Governor of Tennessee, and
was re-elected in 1855. In all these responsible posi
tions, he discharged his duties with distinguished abi.
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ity, and proved himself the warm friend of the work

opposition to, the principles laid down in that speech.

ing classes. In r857, Mr. Johnson was elected
United States Senator.
Years before, in 1845, he had warmly advocated
the annexation of Texas, stating however, as his
reason, that he thought this annexation would prob
ably prove “to be the gateway out of which the sable
sons of Africa are to pass from bondage to freedom,
and become merged in a population congenial to

In his loose policy of reconstruction and general
amnesty, he was opposed by Congress; and he char
deﬁed it, in everything possible, to the utmost. In
the beginning of 1868, on account of “high crimes

themselves." In 1850, he also supported the com~

ferred against him, and the trial began March 2 3.

promise measures, the two essential features of which
were, that the white people of the Territories should
be permitted to decide for themselves whether they
would enslaVe the colored people or not, and that
the ‘ree States of the North should return to the
South persons who attempted to escape from slavery.

It was very tedious, continuing for nearly three
months. A test article of the impeachment was at
length submitted to the court for its action. It was
certain that as the court voted upon that article so
would it vote upon all. Thirty-four voices pronounced
the President guilty. As a two-thirds vote was neces~
sary to his condemnation, he was pronounced ac~
quitted, notwithstanding the great majority against

Mr. Johnson was never ashamed of his lowly origin:

on the contrary, he often took pride in avowing that
he owrad his distinction to his own exertions. “Sir,”
said he on the ﬂoor of the Senate, “I do not forget
that I am a mechanic; neither do I forget that Adam
was a tailor and sewed ﬁg-leaves, and that our Sav

ior was the son of a carpenter."
In the Charleston-Baltimore convention of 18w, ne
was the choice of the Tennessee Democrats for the
Presidency. In 186 r, when the purpose of the South
:rn Democracy became apparent, he took a decided

stand in favor of the Union, and held that “ slavery
must be held subordinate to the Union at whatever

cost.”

He returned to Tennessee, and repeatedly

imperiled his own life to protect the Unionists of
Tennesee. Tennessee having seceded from the
Union, President Lincoln, on March 4th, 1862, ap

pointed him Military Governor of the State, and he
established the most stringent military rule. His
numerous proclamations attracted wide attention. In
r864, he was elected Vice-President of the United
States, and upon the death of Mr. Lincoln, April r5,
1865, became President. In a speech two days later
he said, “The American people must be taught, if
they do not already feel, that treason is a crime and
must be punished; that the Government will not
always bear with its enemies; that it is strong not

only to protect, but to punish.

*

* The people

must understand that it (treason) is the blackest of
crimes, and will surely be punished.” Yet his whole
administration, the history of which is so well known,
was in utter inconsistency with, and the most violent

acterized Congress as a new rebellion, and lawlessly

and misdemeanors," the principal of which was the
removal of Secretary Stanton, in violation of the Ten
ure of Ofﬁce Act, articles of impeachment were pre

him. The change of one vote from the 1m! gm'l/y
side would have sustained the impeachment.
The President, for the remainder of his term, was
but little regarded. He continued, though impotently,
his conflict with Congress. His own party did not
think it expedient to renominate him for the Presi

dency.

The Nation rallied, with enthusiasm unpar

alleled since the days of Washington, around the name
of Gen. Grant.
Andrew Johnson was forgotten.
The bullet of the assassin introduced him to the
President's chair. Notwithstanding this, never was

there presented to a man a better opportunity to im
mortalize his name, and to win the gratitude of a
nation. He failed utterly. He retired to his home
in Greenville, Tenn., taking no very active part in

politics until r875.

On Jan. 26, after an exciting

struggle, he was chosen by the Legislature of Ten
nessee, United States Senator in the forty-fourth Con
gress, and took his seat in that body, at the special

session convened by President Grant, on the 5th of
March. On the 27th of July, 1875, the ex-President
made a visit to his daughter's home, near Carter
Station, Tenn. When he started on his journey, he was

apparently in his usual vigorous health, but on reach
ing the residence of his child the following day, was
stricken with paralysis, rendering him unconscious.
He rallied occasionally, but ﬁnally passed away at
2 A.M., July 31, aged sixty-seven years.
His fun
eral was attended at Geenville, on the 3d of August,
with every demonstration of respect~
‘
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LYSSES

S. GRANT, the i

eighteenth President of the
United States, was born on
the 29th of April, 1822, of

.

a,

Christian parents, in a humble
home, at Point Pleasant, on the

his father moved to George
town, Brown Co., 0. In this re
mote frontier hamlet, Ulysses
received a common-school edu
cation. At the age of seven
teen, in the year 1839, he entered
the Military Academy at West
I
Point. Here he was regarded as a
solid, sensible young man of fair abilities, and of
sturdy, honest character. He took respectable rank
as a scholar. In June, 1843, he graduated, about the
middle in his class, and was sent as lieutenant of in
fantry to one of the distant military posts in the Mis

From Monterey he was sent,with the fourth infantry,
to aid Gen. Scott, at the siege of Vera Cruz. In
preparation for the march to the city of Mexico, he
was appointed quartermaster of his regiment. At the
battle of Mdlino del Rey, he was promoted to a
ﬁrst lieutenancy, and was brevetted captain at Cha
pultepec.
At the close of the Mexican War, Capt. Grant re

turned with his regiment to New York, and was again
sent to one of the military posts on the frontier. The
discovery of gold in California causing an immense
tide. of emigration to ﬂow to the Paciﬁc shores, Capt.
Grant was sent with a battalion to Fort Dallas, in

Oregon, for the protection of the interests of the im
migrants. I.ife was wearisome in those wilds. Capt.
Grant resigned his commission'and returned to the
States; and having married, entered upon the cultiva
tion of a small farm near St. Louis, Mo. He had but
little skill as a farmer.
Finding his toil not re

munerative, he turned to mercantile life, entering into
the leather business, with a younger brother, at Ga

souri Territory.

Two years he past in these dreary
lena, Ill.

solitudes, watching the vagabond and exasperating
Indians.
The war with Mexico came. Lieut. Grant was
sent with his regiment to Corpus Christi.
His ﬁrst
battle was at Palo Alto. There was no chance here
for the exhibition of either skill or heroism, nor at
Resaca de la Palma, his second battle. At the battle
of Monterey, his third engagement, it is said that

ne performed a signal service of daring and skillful
horsemanship.

His brigade had exhausted its am

munition. A messenger must be sent for more, along
a route exposed to the bullets of the foe. Lieut.
Grant, adopting an expedient learned of the Indians,
grasped the mane of his horse, and hanging upon one
side of the animal, ran the gauntlet in entire safety.

This was in the year 1860. As the tidings

of the rebels ﬁring on Fort Sumpter reached the ears

of Capt. Grant in his counting-room, he said,—
“Uncle Sam has educated me for the army; though
I have served him through one war, Ido not feel that
I have yet repaid the debt. I am still ready to discharge
my obligations. I shall therefore buckle on my sword

and see Uncle Sam through this war too."
He went into the streets, raised a company of vol
unteers, and led them as their captain to Springﬁeld,
the capital of the State, where their services were
offered to Gov. Yates. The Governor, impressed by

the zeal and straightforward executive ability of Capt.
Grant, gave him adesk in his ofﬁce, to assist in the
volunteer organization that was being formed in the
State in behalf of the Government. On the 15th of
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June, 1861, Capt. Grant received a commission as
Colonel of the Twenty-ﬁrst Regiment of Illinois Vol
unteers. His merits as a West Point graduate, who
had served for 15 years in the regular army, were such
that he was soon promoted to the rank of Brigadier
General and was placed in command at Cairo. The
rebels raised their banner at Paducah, near the mouth
of the Tennessee River. Scarcer had its folds ap
peared in the breeze ere Gen. Grant was there. The
rebels ﬂed. Their banner fell, and the star and
stripes were unfurled in its stead.
He entered the service with great determination
and immediately began active duty. This was the be
ginning, and until the surrender of Lee at Richmond
he was ever pushing ihe enemy with great vigor and
effectiveness. At Belmont, a few days later, he sur
prised and routed the rebels, then at Fort Henry
won another victory. Then came the brilliant ﬁght
at Fort Donelson. The nation was electriﬁed by the

victory, and the brave leader of the boys in blue was
immediately made a Major-General, and the military
listrict of Tennessee was assigned to him.
Like all great captains, Gen. Grant knew well how
to secure the results of victory.
He immediately
pushed on to the enemies' lines. Then came the
terrible battles of Pittsburg Landing, Corinth, and the
siege of Vicksburg, where Gen. Pemberton made an
unconditional surrender of the city with over thirty
thousand men and one-hundred and seventy-two can
non. The fall of Vicksburg was by far the most
severe blow which the rebels had thus far encountered,

and opened up the Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf.
Gen. Grant was next ordered to co-operate with
Gen. Banks in a movement upon Texas, and pro
ceeded to New Orleans, where he was thrown from
his horse, and received severe injuries, from which he
was laid up for months. He then rushed to the aid
of Gens. Rosecrans and Thomas at Chattanooga, and
by a wonderful series of strategic andtechnical meas
ures put the Union Army in ﬁghting condition. Then
followed the bloody battles at Chattanooga, Lookout
Mountain and Missionary Ridge, in which the rebels
were routed with great loss. This won for him un
bounded praise in the North. On the 4th of Febru
ary, 1864, Congress revived the grade of lieutenant
general, and the rank was conferred on Gen. Grant.
He repaired to Washington to receive his credentials

and enter upon the duties of his new ofﬁce

Gen. Grant decided as soon as he took charge of
the army to concentrate the widely-dispersed National
troops for an attack upon Richmond, the nominal
capital of the Rebellion, and endeavor there to de
stroy the rebel armies which would be promptly as
sembled from all quarters for its defence. The whole

continent seemed to tremble under the trampofthese
majestic armies, rushing to the decisive battle ﬁeld.

Steamers were crowded with troops.

Railway trains

were burdened with closely packed thousands. His
plans were comprehensive and involved a series of
campaigns, which were executed with remarkable en
ergy and ability, and were consummated at the sur
render of Lee, April 9, 1865.
The war was ended. The Union was saved. The

almost unanimous voice of the Nation declared Gen.
Grant to be the most prominent instrument in its sal
vation. The eminent services he had thus rendered

the country brought him conspicuously forward as the
Republican candidate for the Presidential chair.

At the Republican Convention held at Chicago.
May 21, 1868, he was unanimously nominated for the
Presidency, and at the autumn election received a
majority of the popular vote, and 214 out of 294

electoral votes.
The National Convention of the Republican party
which met at Philadelphia on the 5th of June, 1872,
placed Gen. Grant in nomination for a second temt
by a unanimous vote. The selection was emphati~
cally indorsed by the people ﬁve months later, 292
electoral votes being cast for him.
Soon after the close of his second term, Gen. Grant
started upon his famous trip around the world. He
visited almost every country of the civilized world,
and was everywhere received with such ovations
and demonstrations of respect and honor, private
as well as public and oﬁicial, as were never before

bestowed upon any citizen of the United States.
He was the most prominent candidate before the
Republican National Convention in 1880 for a re- ‘
nomination for President. He went to New York and
embarked in the brokerage business under the ﬁrm
nameof Grant & Ward. The latter proved a villain,
wrecked Grant's fortune, and for larceny was sent to
the penitentiary. The General was attacked with
cancer in the throat, but suffered in his stoic-like
manner, never complaining. He was re-instated as

General of the Army and retired by Congress. The
cancer soon ﬁnished its deadly work, and July 23,
1885, the nation went in mourning over the death of
the illustrious General.
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UTHERFORD B. HAYES,
the nineteenth President of
the United States, was born in
Delaware, 0., Oct. 4, 182 2, al
most three months after the
\ death of his father, Rutherford

Hayes.

(it

His ancestry on both

the paternal and maternal sides,
was of the most honorable char
‘ A, acter. It can be traced, it is said,
as far back as r280, when Hayes and
Rutherford were two Scottish chief
tains, ﬁghting side by side with
Baliol, William Wallace and Robert
Bruce. Both families belonged to the
nobility, owned extensive estates,

and had a large following.

Misfor

tane ctr-snaking the family, George Hayes left Scot
.‘and in 1630, and settled in Windsor, Conn. His son

George was born in Windsor, and remained there
during his life. Daniel Hayes, son of the latter, mar
ried Sarah Lee, and lived from the time of his mar
riage until his death in Simsbury, Conn. Ezekiel,
son of Daniel, was born in 17 24, and was a manufac

turer of scythes at Bradford, Conn. Rutherford Hayes,
son of Ezekiel and grandfather of President Hayes, was
born in New Haven, in August, 1756. He was a famier,

blacksmith and tavern-keeper.

He emigrated to

Vermont at an unknown date, settling in Brattleboro,
where he established a hotel. Here his son Ruth

erford Hayes the father of President Hayes, was

9|

born. He was married, in September, 1813, to Sophia
Birchard, of Wilmington, Vt., whose ancestors emi
grated thither from Connecticut, they having been
among the wealthiest and best famlies of Norwich.
Her ancestry on the male side are traced back to
1635, to John Birchard, one of the principal founders
of Norwich. Both of her grandfathers were soldiers
in the Revolutionary War.
The father of President Hayes was an industrious_
frugal and opened-hearted man. He was of a me
chanical turn, and could mend a plow, knit a stock_

ing, or do almost anything else that he choose to
undertake.

He was a member of the Church, active

in all the benevolent enterprises of the town, and con
ducted his business on Christian principles. After
the close of the war of 18r2, for reasons inexplicable
to his neighbors, he resolved to emigrate to Ohio.
The journey from Vermont to Ohio in that day
when there were no canals, steamers, nor railways.
was a very serious affair. A tour of inspection was
ﬁrst made, occupying four months. Mr. Hayes deter
mined to move to Delaware, where the family arrived
in r8r7. He died July 22, 1822, a victim of malarial
fever, less than three months before the birth of the
son,ofwhom we now write. Mrs. Hayes, in her sore be
reavement, found the support she so much needed in
her brother Sardis, who had been a member of the

household from the day of its departure from Ver~
mont, and in an orphan girl whom she had adopted
some time before as an act of charity.
Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, and the

9|
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subject of this sketch was so feeble at birth that he
was not expected to live beyond a month or two at
most. As the months went by he grew weaker and
weaker, so that the neighbors were in the habit of in
quiring from time to time “ if Mrs. .Hayes’ baby died
last night," On one occasion a neighbor,who was on
familiar terms with the family, after alluding to the

Gen. John Pope, Gov. Edward F. Noyes, and many
others hardly less distinguished in after life. The
marriage was a fortunate one in every respect, as

him, said in a bantering way, “ That's right! Stick to
him. You have got him along so far, andI shouldn’t

everybody knows. Not one of all the wives of our
Presidents was more universally admired,'reverenced
and beloved than was Mrs. Hayes, and no one did
more than she to reflect honor upon American woman
hood. The Literary Club brought Mr. Hayes into
constant association with young men of high char.
acter and noble aims, and lured him to display the

wonder if he would really come to something yet."

qualities so long hidden by his bashfulness and

“You need not laugh," said Mrs. Hayes. “You
wait and see. You can't tell but I shall make him

modesty.

Pr: ident of the United States yet." The boy lived,

the Court of Common Pleas; but he declined to ac
cept the nomination. Two years later, the ofﬁce ot
city solicitor becoming vacant, the City Council

boy's big head, and the mother's assiduous care of

in spite of the universal predictions of his speedy
death; and when, in 1825, his older brother was
drowned, he became, if possible, still dearer to his
mother.
The boy was seven years old before he went to
school.

His education, however, was not neglected.

He probably learned as much from his mother and
sister as he would have done at school. His sports
were almost wholly within doors, his playmates being
his sister and her associates. These circumstances
tended, no doubt, to foster that gentleness of dispo
sition, and that delicate consideration for the feelings
of others, which are marked traits of his character.
His uncle Sardis Birchard took the deepest interest
in his education; and as the boy’s health had im
proved, and he was making good progress in his
studies, he proposed to send him to college. His pre_
paration commenced with a tutor at home; but he
was afterwards sent for one year to a professor in the
Wesleyan University, in Middletown, Conn. He en
tered Kenyon College in 1838, at the age of_ sixteen,
and was graduated at the head of his class in 1842.
Immediately after his graduation he began the
study of law in the ofﬁce of Thomas Sparrow, Esq.,
in Columbus. Finding his opportunities for study in
Columbus somewhat limited, he determined to enter
the Law School at Cambridge, Mass, where he re
mained two years.
In r845, after graduating at the Law School, he was
admitted to the bar at Marietta, Ohio, and shortly
afterward went into practice as an attorney-at-law
with Ralph P. Buckland, of Fremont. Here he re
mained three years, acquiring but a limited practice,

In 1856 he was nominated to the ofﬁce of Judge of

elected him for the unexpired term.
In 1861, when the Rebellion broke out, he was at
the zenith of his professional
His rank at the
bar was among the the ﬁrst. But the news of the
attack on Fort Sumpter found him eager to take an
arms for the defense of his country.
His military record was bright and illustrious. In
October, 186 I, he was made Lieutenant-Colonel, and
in August, 1862, promoted Colonel of the 79th Ohio
regiment, but he refused to leave his old comrades
and go among strangers. Subsequently, however, he
was made Colonel of his old regiment. At the battle
of South Mountain he received a wound, and while
faint and bleeding displayed courage and fortitude
that won admiration from all.
Col. Hayes was detached from his regiment, after
his recovery, to act as Brigadier-General, and placed
in command of the celebrated Kanawha division,
and for gallant and meritorious services in the battles
of Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek, he was
promoted Brigadier-General. He was also brevetted
Major-General, “forgallant and distinguished services

during the campaigns of r864, in \Vest Virginia." In
the course of his arduous services, four horses were
shot from under him, and he was wounded four times.
In 1864, Gen. Hayes was elected to Congress, from

the Second Ohio District, which had long been Dem
ocratic. He was not present during the campaign,
and after his election was importuned to resign his
commission in the army; but he ﬁnally declared, “I
shall never come to Washington until I can come by

and apparently unamhitious of distinction in his pro

the way of Richmond.” He was re-elected in 1866.

fession.
In 1849 he moved to Cincinnati, where his ambi
tion found a new stimulus. For several years, how
ever, his progress was slow. Two events, occurring at
this period, had a powerful inﬂuence upon his subse
quent life. One of these was his marrage with Miss
Lucy Ware Webb, daughter of Dr. James Webb, of
Chilicothe; the other was his introduction to the Cin
cinnati Literary Club, a body embracing among its

In 1867, Gen Hayes was elected Governor of Ohio,
over Hon. Allen G. Thurman, a popular Democrat.
In r869 was re-elected over George H. Pendleton.
He was elected Governor for the third term in 1875.

members such men as rThief Justice Salmon P. Chase,

In 1876 he was the standard bearer of the Repub

lican Party in the Presidential contest, and after a

hard long contest was chosen President, and was in
augurated Monday, March 5, 1875. He served his
full term, not, huvever, with satisfaction to his party.
but his administration was an average one

\\

Q wt

TiVE/VTIETH PRESILL'A’T.

Th

p

'

t a.
7/|\‘

ﬁt @l
'm‘ \e», \\g!' \w, a", \\y
71%
1. a\-Oztt\+ﬂt.+s'n\\

3/.
:1:

EEK—HEW:émtmemzc-oszsszzosxw

.
r lt ‘

a, ,

AMES A. GARFIELD, twen

,

tieth President of the United
’ States, was born Nov. 19,

1831, in the woods of Orange,
Cuyahoga C0., 0 His par
ents were Abram and Eliza

(Ballou) Garﬁeld, both of New
England ancestry and from fami
lies well known in the early his
tory of that section of our coun
try, but had moved to the Western
Reserve, in Ohio, early in its settle
ment.

(l)

The house in which James A. was

born was not unlike the houses of
f
poor ()hio farmers of that day. It
,as about 20x30 feet, built of logs, with the spaces be—

.wwn the logs ﬁlled with clay. His father was a
:rlll'd working farmer, and he soon had his ﬁelds
.:leared, an orchard planted, and a log barn built.
The household comprised the father and mother and
their four children—Mehetabel, Thomas, Mary and

"ames. In May, 1823, the father, from a cold con
.racted in helping to put out a forest ﬁre, died. At
this time James was about eighteen months old, and
Fhomas about ten years old. No one, perhaps, can
tell how much James was indebted to his brother’s
toil and self-sacriﬁce during the twenty years suc
ceeding his father's death, but undoubtedly very
much. He now lives in Michigan, and the two sis

ters live in Solon, 0., near their birthplace.
The early educational advantages young Garﬁeld
enjoyed were very limited, yet he made the most of
them.

He labored at farm work for others, did car

penter work, chopped wood, or did anything that

would bring in a few dollars to aid his widowed
mother in he' struggles to keep the little family to

gether. Nor was Gen. Garﬁeld ever ashamed of his
origin, and he never forgot the friends of his strug

gling childhood, youth and manhood, neither did they
ever forget him. When in the highest seats of honor.
the humblest friend of his boyhood was as kindly
greeted as ever. The poorest laborer was sure of the
sympathy of one who had known all the bitterness
of want and the sweetness of bread earned by the
sweat of the brow. He was ever the simple, plain,
modest gentleman.
The highest ambition of young Garﬁeld until he
was about sixteen years old was to be a captain of
a vessel on Lake Erie. He was anxious to go aboard
a vessel, which his mother strongly opposed. She
ﬁnally consented to his going to Cleveland, with the
understanding, however, that he should try to obtair

some other kind of employment.

He walked all the

way to Cleveland. This was his ﬁrst visit to the city
After making many applications for work, and trying
to get aboard a lake vessel, and not meeting with
success, he engaged as a driver for his cousin, Amos
Letcher, on the Ohio 8: Pennsylvania Canal. He re
mained at this work but a short time when he wen"
home, and attended the seminary at Chester for
about three years, when he entered Hiram and the
Eclectic Institute, teaching a few terms of school in
the meantime, and doing other work. This school
was started by the Disciples of Christ in 1850, of
which church he was then a member. He became
janitor and bell-ringer in order to help pay his way
He then became both teacher and pupil. He soon
“exhausted Hiram " and needed more; hence, in the
fall of 1854, he entered Williams College, from which
he graduated in 1856, taking one of the highest hon
ors of his class. He afterwards returned to Hiram

College as its President.

As above stated, he early

united with the Christian or Diciples Church at
Hiram, and was ever after a devoted, zealous mem

ber, often preaching in its pulpit and places where
he happened to be. Dr. Noah Porter, President of
Yale College, says of him in reference to his religion:
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“ President Garﬁeld was more than a man of
strong moral and religious convictions. His whole
history, from boyhood to the last, shows that duty to
man and to God, and devotion to Christ and life and

faith and spiritual commission were controlling springs
of his being, and to a more than usual degree. In
my judgment there is no more interesting feature of
his character than his loyal allegiance to the body of
Christians in which he was trained, and the fervent
sympathy which he ever showed in their Christian

communion.

Not many of the few ‘wise and mighty

and noble who are called’ show a similar loyalty to
the less stately and cultured Christian communions
in which they have been reared. Too often itis true
that as they step upward in social and political sig
niﬁcance they step upward from one degree to
another in some of the many types of fashionable
Christianity. President Garﬁeld adhered to the
church of his mother, the church in which he was
trained, and in which he served as a pillar and an
evangelist, and yet with the largest and most unsec

his brilliant services at Chickamauga, where he won
the stars of the Major-General.
Without an eﬁ'ort on his part Gen Garﬁeld was
elected to Congress in the fall of 1862 from the
Nineteenth District of Ohio. This section of Ohio
had been represented in Congress for sixty years
mainly by two men—Elisha W hittlesey and Joshua
R. Giddings. It was not without a struggle that he
resigned his place in the army. At the time he en
tered Congress he was the youngest member in that
body. ' There he remained by successive re
elections until he was elected President in 1880.
Of his labors in Congress Senator Hoar says: “Since
the year 1864 you cannot think of a question which
has been debated in Congress, or discussed before a
tribunel of the American people, in regard to whicL
you will not ﬁnd, if you wish instruction, the argu~
ment on one side stated, in almost every instance
better than by anybody else, in some speech made in

the House of Representatives or on the hustings by
Mr. Garﬁeld.”

tarian charity for all ‘who loveour Lord in sincerity.'"

Upon Jan. 14, 1880, Gen. Garﬁeld was elected to

Mr. Garﬁeld was united in marriage with Miss
Lucretia Rudolph, Nov. 1 1, 1858, who proved herself
worthy as the wife of one whom all the world loved and

the U. S. Senate, and on the eighth of June, of the

mourned.

To them were born seven children,ﬁve of

same year, was nominated as the candidate of his
party for President at the great Chicago Convention.
He was elected in the following November, and on

whom are still living, four boys and one girl.
Mr. Garﬁeld made his ﬁrst politicalspeeches in 1856,
in Hiram and the neighboring villages, and three
years later he began to speak at county mass-meet
ings, and became the favorite speaker wherever he
was. During this year he was elected to the Ohio

auspices than that of President Garﬁeld, and every
day it grew in favor with the people, and by the ﬁrst
of July he had completed all the initiatory and pre
liminary work of his administration and was prepar

Senate.

ing to leave the city to meet his friends at Williams

He also began to study law at Cleveland,

and in 1861 was admitted to the bar.

The great

Rebellion broke out in the early part of this year,
and Mr. Garﬁeld at once resolved to ﬁght as he had
talked, and enlisted to defend the old ﬂag. He re
ceived his commission as Lieut.-Colonel 0f the Forty
second Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Aug.
14, 1861. He was immediately put into active ser
vice, and before he had ever seen a gun ﬁred in action,
was placed in command of four regiments of infantry
and eight companies of cavalry, charged with the
work of driving out of his native State the ofﬁcer
[Humphrey Marshall) reputed to be the ablest of
those, not educated to war whom Kentucky had given
to the Rebellion. This work was bravely and speed
ily accomplished, although against great odds. Pres
ident Lincoln, on his success commissioned him
Brigadier-General, Jan. IO, 1862; and as “ he had

been the youngest man in the Ohio Senate two years
before, so now he was the youngest General in the
army.” He was with Gen. Buell’s army at Shiloh,

March 4, 1881, was inaugurated.

Probably no ad

ministration ever opened its existence under brighter

College. While on his way and at the depot, in com
pany with Secretary Blaine, a man stepped behind
him, drew a revolver, and ﬁred directly at his back.
The President tottered and fell, and as he did so the
assassin ﬁred a second shot, the bullet cutting the
left coat sleeve of his victim, but inflicting no further
injury. It has been very truthfully said that this was
“the shot that was heard round the world " Never
before in the history of the Nation had anything 0c
curred which so nearly froze the blood of the people
for the moment, as this awful deed. He was smit
ten on the brightest, gladdest day of all his life, and
was at the summit of his power and hope. For eighty
days, all during the hot months of July and August,
he lingered and suffered. He, however, remained
master of himself till the last, and by his magniﬁcent
bearing was teaching the country and the world the
noblest of human lessons—how to live grandly in the

very clutch of death.

Great in life, he was surpass

ingly great in death.

He passed serenely away Sept.

in its operations around Corinth and its march through

19, 1883, at Elberon, N. J.,on the very bank of the

Alabama. He was then detailed as a member of the
General Court-Martial for the trial of Gen. Fitz-John
Porter. He was then ordered to report to Gen. Rose
crans, and was assigned to the “ Chief of Staff."
The military history of Gen. Garﬁeld closed with

ocean, where he had been taken shortly previous. The
world wept at his death, as it never had done on the
death of any other man who had ever lived upon it.
The murderer was duly tried, found guilty and exe
cuted, in one year after he committed the foul deed.
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Herndon, of the United States Navy, who was lost at

:

Franklin Courty, Vermont, on
the ﬁfthode ober, 1830, and is

the oldest of a family of two
sons and ﬁve daughters. His
father was the Rev. Dr. William
Arthur, :1 Baptistd'.rgyman,who

emigrated to th'.s country from
the county Antrim, Ireland, in
his 18th year, and died in 1875, in
Newtonville, neal Albany, after a
i I long and successful ministry.
Young Arthur was educated at
Union College, St henectady, where

he excelled in all his studies.

his widow in
on that oct a
Mr. Arthur s
leaving 1“ 0

Gen. Arthur obtained considerable legal celebrity
in his ﬁrst great case, the famous Lemmon suit,

brought to recover possession of eight slaves who had
been declared free by Judge Paine, of the Superior
Court of New York City. It was in 1852 that Jon.
athan Lemmon, of Virginia, went to New York with
his slaves, intending to ship them to Texas, when
they were discovered and freed. The Judge decided
that they could not be held by the owner under the
Fugitive Slave Law. A howl of rage went up from

the South, and the Virginia Legislature authorized the

Af

ter his graduation he taught school
in Vermont for two years, and at

the expiration of that time came to

_
I

sea. Congress voted a gold medal to
recognition of the bravery he displayed
sion. Mrs. Arthur died shortly before
nomination to the Vice Presidency,
children.

New York, with $500 in his pocket,
and entered the ofﬁce of ex-Judge
E. D. Culver as student. After
being admitted to the bar he formed

a partnership with his intimate friend and room-mate,

Henry D. Gardiner, with the intention of practicing
in the West, and for three months they roamed about

in the Western States in search of an eligible site,
but in the end returned to New York, where they
hung out their shingle, and entered upon a success
ful career almost from the start. General Arthur

Attorney General of that State to assist in an appeal.
Wm. M. Evarts and Chester A. Arthur were employed
to represent the People, and they won their case,
which then went to the Supreme Court of the United
States. Charles O'Conor here espoused the cause
of the slave-holders, but he too was beaten by Messrs
Evarts and Arthur, and a long step was taken toward
the emancipation of the black race.
Another great service was rendered by General

Arthur in the same cause in 185 6.

Lizzie Jennings,

a respectable colored woman, was put off a Fourth
Avenue car with violence after she had paid her fate.
General Arthur sued on her behalf, and secured a
verdict of $500 damages. The next day the compa
ny issued an order to admit colored persons to ride

soon afterward married the daughter of Lieutenant I on their cars, and the other car companies quickly

KOO

folIOWed their example.

CHESYEK A. ARTHUA’.

Before that the Sixth Ave

tions were throbbing in unison, longing for the re

covery of the noble, the good President. The remark

nue Company ran a few special cars for colored per
sons and the other lines refused to let them ride at all.
General Arthur was a delegate to the Convention
at Saratoga that founded the Republican party.
Previous to the war he was judge-Advocate of the
Second Brigade of the State of New York, and Gov
ernor Morgan, of that State, appointed him Engineer
in-Chief of his staff. In 186 r, he was made Inspec
tor General, and soon afterward became Quartermas
ter-General. In each of these ofﬁces he rendered
great service to the Government during the war. At
the end of Governor Morgan's term he resumed the
practice of the law, forming a partnership with Mr.
Ransom, and then Mr. Phelps, the District Attorney
of New York, was added to the ﬁrm. The legal prac
tice of this well-known ﬁrm was very large and lucra
tive, each of the gentlemen composing it were able
lawyers, and possessed a splendid local reputation, if
not indeed one of national extent.
He always took a leading part in State and city
politics. He was appointed Collector of the Port of
New York by President Grant, Nov. 2r r87 2, to sue
ceed Thomas Murphy, and held the ofﬁce until July,
20, 187 8, when he was succeeded by Collector Merritt.
Mr. Arthur was nominated on the Presidential
ticket, with Gen. James A. Garﬁeld, at the famous
National Republican Convention held at Chicago in
June, r880. This was perhaps the greatest political
convention that ever assembled on the continent. It
was composed of the Ieading politicians of the Re
publican party, all able men, and each stood ﬁrm and
fought vigorously and with signal tenacity for their
respective candidates that were before the conven
tion for the nomination. Finally Gen. Garﬁeld re
ceived the nomination for President and Gen. Arthur
for Vice-President. The campaign which followed
was one of the most animated known in the history of
our country. Gen. Hancock, the standard-bearer of
the Democratic party, was a popular man, and his
party made a valiant ﬁght for his election.
Finally the election came and the country's choice
.vas Garﬁeld and Arthur. They were inaugurated
March 4, 1881, as President and Vice-President.
A few months only had passed ere the newly chosen
President was the victim of the assassin's bullet. Then
came terrible weeks of suffering—those moments of

favor, and doubtless but for the personal popularity
of one of the opposing candidates, he would have
been selected as the standard-bearer of his party
for another campaign. He retired to private life car
rying with him the,best wishes of the American peo
ple, whom he had served in a manner satisfactory

anxious suspense, when the hearts of all civilized na

to them and with credit to himself.

able patience that he manifested during those hours
and weeks, and even months, of the most terrible suf
fering man has often been called upon to endure, was
seemingly more than human. It was certainly God
like. During all this period of deepest anxiety Mr_

Arthur's every move was watched, and be it said to his
credit that his every action displayed only an earnest

desire that the suffering Garﬁeld might recover, to
serve the remainder of the term he had so auspi“

ciously begun. Not a selﬁsh feeling was manifested
in deed or look of this man, even though the most
honored position in the world was at any moment
likely to fall to him.

At last God in his mercy relieved President Gar
ﬁeld from further suffering, and the world, as never

before in its history over the death of any other
man, wept at his bier. Thenit became the duty of
the Vice President to assume the responsibilities of
the high ofﬁce, and he took the oath in New York,

Sept. 20, 1881. The position was an embarrassing
one to him, made doubly so from the facts that all
eyes were. on him, anxious to know what he would do,

what policy he would pursue, and who he would se
lect as advisers. The duties of the ofﬁce had been
greatly neglected during the President's long illness,
and many important measures were to be immediately

decided by him; and still farther to embarrass him he
did not fail to realize under what circumstances he
became President, and knewthe feelings of many on
this point. Under these trying circumstances President
Arthur took the reins of the Government in H5 own
hands; and, as embarrassing as were the condition of
affairs, he happily surprised the nation, acting so
wisely that but few criticised his administration.
He served the nation well and faithfully, until- the
close of his administration, March 4, 1885, and was
a popular candidate before his party fora second
term. His name was ably presented before the con4

vention at Chicago, and was received with great

I
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TEPHEN GROVER CLEVE
LAN D,the twenty- second Pres
ident ofthe United States, was
born in 1837, in the obscure
town of Caldwell, Essex Co.,

N. 1., and in a little two-and-a
half-story white house which is still
standing, characteristically to mark
the humble birth-place of one of
America's great men in striking con
trast with the Old World, where all
men high in ofﬁce must be high in
origin and born in the cradle of
wealth. When the subject of this
sketch was three years of age, his
father, who was a Presbyterian min
ister, with a large family and a small salary, moved,
by way of the Hudson River and Erie Canal, to
Fayetteville, in search of an increased income and a
larger ﬁeld of work. Fayetteville was then the most
straggling of country villages, about ﬁve miles from
Pompey Hill, where Governor Seymour Was born.
At the last mentioned place young Grover com
menced going to school in the “ good, old-fashioned

way," and presumably distinguished himself after the
manner of all village boys, in doing the things he
ought not to do. Such is the distinguishing trait of
all geniuses and independent thinkers. When he
.arrived at the age of 14 years, he had outgrown the
capacity of the village school and expressed a most

emphatic desire to be sent to an academy.

his father decidedly objected.

To this

Academies in those

days cost money; besides, his father wanted him to
become self-supporting by the quickest possible
means, and this at that time in Fayetteville seemed
to be a position in a country store, where his father
and the large family on his hands had considerable

influence. Grover was to be paid $50 for his services
the ﬁrst year, and if he proved trustworthy he was to
receive $100 the second year. Here the lad com
menced his career as salesman, and in two years he
had earned so good a reputation for trustworthiness
that his employers desired to retain him for an in
deﬁnite length of time. Otherwise he did not ex

hibit as yet any particular “ ﬂashes of genius " or
eccentricities of talent.

He was simply a good boy.

But instead of remaining with this ﬁrm in Fayette‘
ville, he went with the family in their removal to
Clinton, where he had an opportunity of attending a
high school. Here he industriously pursued his
studies until the family removed with him to a point
on Black River known as the “ Holland Patent,” a

village ofsoo or 600 people, 15 miles north of Utica,
N. Y. At this place his father died, after preaching
but three Sundays. This event broke up the family,
and Grover set out for New York City to accept, at a
small salary, the position of “ under-teacher " in an
asylum for the blind. He taught faithfully for two
years, and although he obtained a good reputation in
this capacity, he concluded that teaching was not his

S. GIt’O VEK CLE VELA N1).
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calling for life, and, reversing the traditional order,

in the administration of the municipal aﬁ'airs of that

he left the city to seek his fortune, instead of going
toacity. He ﬁrst thought of Cleveland, Ohio, as
there was some charm in that name for him; but

city.

In this ofﬁce, as well as that of Sheriff, his

performance of duty has generally been considered
fair, with possibly a few exceptions which were fer

before proceeding to that place he went to Buffalo to

reted out and magniﬁed during the last Presidential

ask the advice of his uncle, Lewis F. Allan, a noted
stock-breeder of that place. The latter did not
speak enthusiastically. “ What is 1t you want to do,

campaign. As a specimen of his plain language in
a veto message, we quote from one vetoing an iniqui

my boy?" he asked.

plain speech, and my objection to your action shall

“Well, sir, I want to study

law," was the reply. “Good gracious!” remarked
the old gentleman; “ do you, indeed? What ever put
that into your head? How much money have you

got?” “Well, sir, to tell the truth, I haven't got
any.”
After a long consultation, his uncle offered him a
place temporarily as assistant herd-keeper, at $50 a
year, while he could “look around." One day soon
afterward he boldly Walked into the oﬁice of Rogers,
Bowen & Rogers, of Buffalo, and told them what he

wanted.

A number of young men were already en

gaged in the ofﬁce, but Grover's persistency won, and
he was ﬁnally permitted to come as an ofﬁce boy and
have the use of the law library, for the nominal sum

of $3 or $4 a week.

Out of this he had to pay for

his board and washing. The walk to and froni his
uncle's was along and rugged one; and, although?
the ﬁrst winter was a memorably severe one; his
shoes were out of repair and his overcoat—he had
none—yet he was nevertheless prompt and regular.
On the ﬁrst day of his service here, his senior em
ployer threw down a copy of Blackstone before him
with a bang that made the dust fly, saying “That’s

where they all begin.” A titter ran around the little
circle of clerks and students, as they thought that
was enough to scare young Grover out of his plans;
but in due time he mastered that cumbersome volume.
Then, as ever afterward, however, Mr. Cleveland
exhibited a talent for executiveneSs rather than for

chasing principles through all their metaphysical
possibilities. “ Let us quit talking and g0 and do
it,” was practically his motto.
The ﬁrst public ofﬁce to which Mr. Cleveland was
eiected was that of Sheriff of Erie Co., N. Y., in

which Buffalo is situated; and in such capacity it fell

tous street-cleaning contract: “This is a time for
be plainly stated.

I regard it as the culmination of

a mos' bare-faced, impudent and shameless scheme
to betray the interests of the people and to worse

than squander the people's money." The New York
Sun afterward very highly commended Mr. Cleve
land's administration as Mayor of Buffalo, and there
upon recommended him for Governor of the Empire
State. To the latter ofﬁce he was elected in 1882,
and his administration of the affairs of State was
generally satisfactory. The mistakes he made, if
any, were made very public throughout the nation
after he was nominated for President of the United
States. For this high ofﬁce he was nominated July
1 r, 1884, by the National Democratic Convention at
Chicago, when other competitors were Thomas F.
Bayard, Roswell P. Flower, Thomas A. Hendricks,
Benjamin F. Butler, Allen G. Thurman, etc.; and he
was elected by the people, by a majority of about a
thousand, over the brilliant and long-tried Repub
lican statesman, James G. Blaine. President Cleve

land resigned his ofﬁce as Governor of New York in
January, 1885, in order to prepare for his duties as
the Chief Executive of the United States, in which
capacity his term commenced at noon on the 4th of
March, 1885. For his Cabinet ofﬁcers be selected
the following gentlemen: For Secretary of State,
Thomas F. Bayard, of Delaware; Secretary of the

Treasury, Daniel Manning, of New York; Secretary
of War, William C. Endicott, of Massachusetts;
Secretary of the Navy, William C. Whitney, of New
York; Secretary of the Interior, L. Q. C. Lamar, of
Mississippi; Postmaster-General, William F. Vilas,
of Wisconsin; Attorney-General, A. H. Garland, of
Arkansas.

The silver question precipitated acontroversy be

to his duty to inﬂict capital punishment upon two
criminals. In 1881 he was elected Mayor of the
City of Buffalo, on the Democratic ticket, with es

tween those who were in favor of the continuance of
silver coinage and those who were opposed, Mr.
Cleveland answering for the latter, even before his

pecial reference to the bringing about certain reforms

inauguration.
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~ ENJAMIN HARRISON, the
twenty-third President, is
the descendant of one of the
historical families of this
country. The head of the
family was a Major General
Harrison, one of Oliver
Cromwell’s trusted follow
ers and ﬁghters. In the zenith of Crom
well’s power it became the duty of this
Harrison to participate in the trial of
Charles I. and afterward to sign the
death warrant of the king. He subse
quently paid for this with his life,being
hung Oct. 13, 1660. His descendants
came to America, and the next of the

family that appears in history is Benja
min Harrison, of Yirginia, great-grand
father of the subject of this sketch, and
after whom he was named. Benjamin Harrison
was a member of the Continental Congress during
the years 1774-5—6, and was one of the original
signers of the Declaration of Independence. He

was three times elected Governor of Virginia.
Gen William Henry Harrison, the son of the

distinguished patriot of the Revolution, after a suc
cessful career as a soldier during the War of 1812,
and with-a clean record as Governor of the North
western Territory, was elected President of the
United States in 1840. His career was cut short
by death within one month after his inauguration.
President Harrison was born at North Bend.
Hamilton Co., Ohio, Aug. 9.0, 1833. His life up to
the time of his graduation by the Miami University,
at Oxford, Ohio, was the uneventful one of a coun

try lad of a family of small means. His father was
able to give him a good education, and nothing
more. He became engaged while at college to the
daughter of Dr. Scott, Principal of a female schoo
at Oxford. After graduating he determined to en~
ter upon the study of the law. He went to Cin
cinnati and then read law for two years. At the
expiration of that time young Harrison received tb'.
only inheritance of his life; his aunt dying left him
a lot valued at $800. He regarded this legacy as a
fortune, and decided to get married at once, take

this money and go to some Eastern town ani be

gin the practiee of law.

He sold his lot, and with

the money in his pocket, he started out with his

young wife to ﬁght for a place in the world.

He
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decided to go to Indianapolis, which was even at

that body.

that time a town of promise. He met with slight
encouragement at ﬁrst, making scarcely anything
the ﬁrst year. He Worked diligently, applying him
self closely to his calling, built up an extensive
practice and took a leading rank in the legal pro
fession. He is the father of two children.
In 1860 .Mr. Harrison was nominated for the
position of Supreme Court Reporter, and then be
gan his experience as a stump speake!
He can
vassed the State thoroughly, and was elected by a
handsome majority. In 1862 he raised the 17th
Indiana Infantry, and was chosen its Colonel. His
regiment was composed of the rawest of material,
out Col. Harrison employed all his time at ﬁrst
mastering military tactics and drilling his men,
when he therefore came to move toward the East
with Sherman his regiment was one of the best
drilled and organized in the army. At Resaca be
especially distinguished himself, and forhis bravery
r". Peachtree Creek he was made a Brigadier Gen
u‘al, Gen. Hooker speaking of him in the most
complimentary terms.
During the absence of Gen. Harrison in the ﬁeld
he Supreme Court declared the ofﬁce of the Sn
preme Court Reporter vacant, and another person
was elected to the position. From the time of leav
ing Indiana with his regiment until the fall of 1864
he had taken no leave of absence, but having been
nominated that year for the same ofﬁce, he got a
thirty-day leave of absence, and during that time
madea brilliant canvass of the State, and was elected
for another term. He then started to rejoin Sher
man, but on the way was stricken down with scarlet
_eVer, and after a most trying siege made his way
tothe front in time to participate in the closing
incidents of the war.
In 1868 Gen. Harrison declined
re-elcction as

term he returned to the practice of his profession,
becoming the head of one of the strongest ﬁrms in
the State.
The political campaign of 1888 was one of the
most memorable in the history of our country. The
convention which assembled in Chicago in June and
named Mr. Harrison as the chief standard bearer
of the Republican party, was great in every partic

_ep0rter, and resumed the practice of law. In 1876

he was a. candidate for Governor. Although dc
eated, the brilliant campaign he made won for him
a. National reputation, and he was much sought, es
pecial.y in the East, to make speeches. In 1880,
as usual, he took an active part; in the campaign,
and wa: elected to the United States Senate. Here
he served six years, and was known as one of the

Lblest men, best lawyers and strongest- debatcrs in

"With the expiration of his Senatorial

ular, and on this account, and the attitude it as

sumed upon the vital questions of the day, chief
among which was the tariff, awoke a deep interest
in the campaign throughout- the Nation. Shortly
after the nomination delegations began to visit Mr.
Harrison at Indianapolis. his home. This move
ment became popular, and from all sections of the
country societies, clubs and delegations journeyed
thither to pay their respects to the distinguished
statesman.
The popularity of these was greatly
increased on account of the remarkable speeches
made by Mr. Harrison. He spoke daily all through
the summer and autumn to these visiting delega
tions, and so varied, masterly and eloquent were
his speeches that they at once placed him in the
foremost rank of American orators and statesmen.
On account of his eloquence as a speaker and his
power as a debater, he was called upon at an un
commonly eariy age to take part in the discussion
of the great questions that then began to agitate
the country. He was an uncompromising anti
slavery man, and was matched against some of the
most eminent Democratic speakers of his State.
No man who felt the touch of his blade desired tc
he pitted with him again. “'ith all his cloq"enoe
as an orator he never spoke for oratoriea't effect,
but his words always went like bullets to the mark
He is purely American in his ideas and is a spler
did type of the American statesman. Gifted with
quick perception, a logical mind and a ready tongue,
he is one of the most distinguished impromptu
speakers in the Nation. Many of these speeches
sparkled with the rarest of eloquence and contained
arguments of greatest weight. Many of his terse
statements have already become aphorisms. Origi
nal in thoughtI precise in logic, terse m statement,
yet withal faultless in eloquence, he is recognized as
the sound statesman and brilliant. orator c~ tut. dn y
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HADRACH BOND, the ﬁrst
Governor of Illinois after its
organization as a State, serving
from 181810 1822, was born in

Frederick County, Maryland,
in the year 1773, and was
raised a farmer on his father's

plantation, receiving only a plain
English education. He emigrated

Thomas H. Harris, Charles Slade, Michael Jones,
Warren Brown. Edward Humphries and Charles W
Hunter, he became a proprietor of the site of the
initial city of Cairo, which they hoped, from its favorable location at the junction of the two great
rivers near the center of the Great West, would

rapidly develop into a metropolis. To aid the enter
prise, they obtained a special charter from the Legis
lature, incorporating both the City and the Bank of

Cairo.
to this State in 1794, when it was a

part of the “Northwest Territory,"
continuing in the vocation in which
he had been brought up in his native
State, in the “New Design," near
Eagle Creek, in what is now Monroe
County. He served several terms as
a member of the General Assembly
of Indiana Territory, after it was organized as such,

and in r8tz—r4 he was a Delegate to the Twelfth

and Thirteenth Congresses. taking his seat Dec. 3,
|8t2, and serving until Oct. 3, t8t4. These were
the times, the reader will recollect, when this Gov
ernment had its last struggle with Great Britain.

The year r8r2 is also noted in the history of this
State as that in which the ﬁrst Territorial Legislature
was held.

It convened at Kaskaskia, Nov. 25, and

adjourned Dec. 26, following.
While serving as Delegate to Congress, Mr. Bond
was instrumental in procuring the right of pre-emp
tion on the public domain. On the expiration of his
term at Washington he was appointed Receiver of
Public Moneys at Kaskaskia, then the capital of the

Territory.

In company with John G. Comyges,

In 1818 Mr. Bond was elected the ﬁrst Governor
of the State of Illinois, being inaugurated Oct. 6
that year, which was several weeks before Illinois
was actually admitted. The facts are these: In
January, 1818, the Territorial Legislature sent a peti

tion to Congress for the admission of Illinois as a
State, Nathaniel Pope being then Delegate. The
petition was granted, ﬁxing the northern line of the
State on the latitude of the southern extremity of
Lake Michigan; but the bill was afterward so amend
ed as to extend this line to its present latitude. In
July a convention was called at Kaskaskia to draft a
constitution, which, however, was not submitted to
the people. By its provisions, supreme judges, pros
ecuting attorneys, county and circuit judges, record
ers and justices of the peace were all to be appointed
by the Governor or elected by the Legislature. This
constitution was accepted by Congress Dec. 30. At
that time Illinois comprised but eleven counties,
namely, Randolph, Madison, Gallatin, Johnson,
Pope, Jackson, Crawford, Bond, Union, Washington

and Franklin, the northern portion of the State be
ing mainly in Madison County. Thus it appears
that Mr. Bond was honored by the naming of a
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county before he was elected Governor. The present

clared that State’s attorneys, canal commissioners,

county of Bond is of small limitations, about 60 to 80

bank directors, etc., were all “ ofﬁcers of the State “

miles south of Springﬁeld. For Lieutenant Governor
the people chose Pierre Menard, a prominent and

and must therefore be appointed by itself independ
ently of the Governor.
During Gov. Bond’s administration a general law
was passed for the incorporation of academies and
towns, and one authorizing lotteries. The session of
1822 authorized the Governor to appoint commis
sioners, to act in conjunction withlike commissioners
appointed by the State of Indiana, to report on the
practicability and expediency of improving the navi

worthy Frenchman, after whom a county in this State

is named. In this election there were no opposition
candidates, as the popularity of these men had made
their promotion to the chief ofﬁces of the State, even
before the constitution was drafted, a foregone con
clusion.
The principal points that excited the people in
reference to political issues at this period were local
or “internal improvements," as they were called,
State banks, location of the capital, slavery and the
personal characteristics of the proposed candidates.
Mr. Bond represented the “ Convention party,” for
introducing slavery into the State, supported by Elias
Kent Kane, his Secretary of State, and John Mc
Lean, while Nathaniel Pope and John P. Cook led
the anti-slavery element. The people, however, did
not become very much excited over this issue until
1820, when the f.rm.>ns Missouri Compromise was
adopted by Congress, limiting slavery to the south
of the parallel of 36° 30' except in Missouri. While
this measure settled the great slavery controversy,
so far as the average public sentiment was tempor
arily concerned, until 1854, when it was repealed
under the leadership of Stephen A. Douglas, the issue
as considered locally in this State was not decided
until 1824, after a most furious campaign. (See
sketch of Gov. Coles.) The ticket of 1818 was a

compromise one, Bond representing (moderately) the
pro-slavery sentiment and Menard the anti-slavery.
An awkward element in the State government

under Gov. Bond’s administration, was the imperfec
tion of the State constitution.
The Convention
wished to have Elijah C. Berry for the ﬁrst Auditor
of Public Accounts, but, as it was believed that the
new Governor would not appoint him to the ofﬁce,
the Convention declared in a schedule that “an
auditor of public accounts, an attorney general and
such other ofﬁcers of the State as may be necessary,
may be appointed by the General Assembly." The
Constitution, as it stood, vested a very large appoint

ing power in the Governor; but for the purpose of

gation of the Wabash River; also inland navigation
generally. Many improvements were recommended,
some of which have been feebly worked at even till
the present day, those along the Wabash being of no
value. Also, during Gov. Bond's term of ofﬁce, the
capital of the State was removed from Kaskaskia to
Vandalia. In 1820 a law was passed by Congress
authorizing this State to open a canal through the
public lands. The State appointed commissioners
to explore the route and prepare the necessary sur
veys and estimates, preparatory to its execution;
but, being unable out of its own resources to defray
the expenses of the undertaking, it was abandoned
until some time after Congress made the grant of
land for the purpose of its construction.
On the whole, Gov. Bond's administration was
fairly good, not being open to severe criticism from
any party. In 1824, two years after the expiration
of his term of ofﬁce, he was brought out as a candi
date for Congress against the formidable John P.
Cook, but received only 4,374 votes to 7,460 for the
latter. Gov. Bond was no orator, but had made
many fast friends by a judicious l-zct-meent of his
gubernatorial patronage, and these worked zealously
for him in the campaign.
In 1827 ex-Gov. Bond was appointed by the Leg
islature, with Wm. P. McKee and Dr. Gershom

Jayne, as Commissioners to locate a site for a peni
tentiary on the Mississippi at or near Alton.
Mr. Bond was of a benevolent and convivial dis
position. a man of shrewd observation and clear ap
preciation of events. His person was erect, stand

ing six feet in height, and after middle life became
portly, weighing 200 pounds. His features were

getting one man into oﬂice, a total change was made,
and the power vested in the Legislature. Of this

strongly masculine, complexion dark, hair jet and

provision the Legislature took advantage, and de

April 11, 1830, in peace and contentment.

eyes hazel; was a favorite with the ladies.

He died
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6, was born Dec. 15, 1786,
in Albemarle Co., Va., on

the old family estate called

“Enniscorthy,” on the
Green Mountain. His fath
er, John Coles, was a Colonel in the

Revolutionary War. Having been ﬁt<
ted for college by private tutors, he
was sent to Hampden Sidney, where
he remained until the autumn of 1805,
when he was remOVed to William and
Mary College, at \Villiamsburg, Va.

“5

thing on the subject that came in his way, and
listened to lectures on the rights of man. The more
he reﬂected upon the subject, the more impossible
was it for him to reconcile the immortal declaration
“that all men are born free and equal " with the
practice of slave-holding. He resolved, therefore, to
free his slaves the ﬁrst opportunity, and even remove
his residence to a free State. One reason which de
termined him to accept the appointment as private
secretary to Mr. Madison was because he believed
that through the acquaintances he could make at

Washington he could better determine in what par.

of the non-slaveholding portion of the Union he woulu
prefer to settle.
The relations between Mr. Coles and President
This college he left in the summer of Madison,
as well as Jefferson and other distinguished
:807, a short time before the ﬁnal and graduating
tnen,
Were
of a very friendly character, arising from
examitation. Among his classmates were Lieut.
the
similarity
of their views on the question of slavery
Gen. Scott, President John Tyler, Wm. S. Archer,
and their sympathy for each other in holding doc
United States Senator from Virginia, and Justice
trines so much at variance with the prevailing senti
Baldwin, of the United States Supreme Court. The
ment in their own State.
President of the latter college, Bishop Madison, was
a cousin of President James Madison, and that cir

cumstance was the occasion of Mr. Coles becoming
personally acquainted with the President and re
ceiving a position as his private secretary, 1809—15.
The family of Coles was a prominent one in Vir
ginia, and their mansion was the seat of the old

fashioned Virginian hospitaiity.

It was visited by

such notables as Patrick Henry, Jeﬁ'erson, Madison,
Monroe, the Rar.dolphs,'fazewell, \Virt, etc.

At the

age of 23, young Loles found himself heir to a plant
ation and a considerable number of slaves.
Ever
since his earlier college days his attention had been
drawn to the question of slavery. He read every

In 1857, he resrgned his secretaryship and spent a
portion of the following autumn in exploring the
Northwest Territory, for the purpose of ﬁnding a lo
cation and purchasing lands on which to settle his
negroes. He traveled With a horse and buggy, with
an extra man and horse for emergencies, through
many parts of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri,
determining ﬁnally to settle in Illinois. At this time.
however, a misunderstanding arose between our
Government and Russia, and Mr. Coles was selected

to repair to St. Petersburg on a special mission, bear,
ing important papers concerning the matter at issue

The result was a conviction of the Emperor (Alex
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ander) of the error committed by his minister at
Washington, and the consequent withdrawal of the
the latter from the post. On his return, Mr. Coles
visited other parts of Europe, especially Paris, where
he was introduced to Gen. Lafayette.
In the spring of r8r9, he removed with all his
negroes from Virginia to EdWardsville, 111., with the
intention of giving them their liberty. He did not
make known to them his intention until one beautiful
morning in April, as they were descending the Ohio
River. He lashed all the boats together and called
all the negroes on deck and made them a short ad
dress, concluding his remarks by so expressing him
selfthat by aturn of a sentence he proclaimed in
the shortest and fullest manner that they were no
longer slaves, but free as he was and were at liberty
to proceed with him or go ashore at their pleas
ure. A description of the effect upon the negroes is
best described in his own language:
“The effect upon them was electrical. They stared
at me and then at each other, as if doubting the ac
curacy or reality of what they heard. In breathless
silence they stood before me, unable to utter a word,
but with countenances beaming with expression which
no words could convey, and which no langttage
can describe. As they began to see the truth of
what they had heard, and realize their situation, there
came on a kind of hysterical, giggling laugh. After
a pause bfintense and unutterable emotion, bathed
in tears, and with tremulous voices, they gave vent to
their gratitude and implored the blessing of God

on me.”
Before landing he gave them a general certiﬁcate
of freedom, and afterward conformed more particu
larly with the law of this State requiring that each
individual should have a certiﬁcate. This act of
Mr. Coles, all the more noble and heroic considering
the overwhelming pro-slavery inﬂuences surrounding
him, has challenged the admiration of every philan
thropist of modern times.
March 5, rSrg, President Monroe appointed Mr.
Coles Registrar of the Land Oﬂﬁce at Edwardsvtlze,
at that time one of the principal land ofﬁces in the
State. While acting in this capacity and gaining
many friends by his politeness and general intelli
gence, the greatest struggle that ever occurred in

Illinois on the slavery quesrion culminated in the
furious contest characterizing the campaigns and
elections of 1822—4. In the summer of 1823, when a

new Governor was to be elected to succeed Mr.
Bond, the pro-slavery element divided into factions,

putting forward for the executive ofﬁce Joseph
Phillips, Chief Justice of the State, Thomas C.
Browne and Gen. James B. Moore, of the State Mi]
itia. The anti-slavery element united upon Mr.
Coles, and, after one of the most bitter campaigns,
succeeded in electing him as Governor. His plural
ity over Judge Phillips was only 59 in a total vote of

over 8,000.

The Lieutenant Governor was elected

by the slavery men. Mr. Coles’inauguration speech
was marked by calmness, deliberation and such a
wise expression of appropriate suggestions as to
elicit the sanction of all judicious politicians. But
he compromised not with evil. In his message to
the Legislature, the seat of Government being then
at Vandalia, he strongly urged the abrogation of the
modiﬁed form of slavery which then existed in this
State, contrary to the Ordinance of 1787. His posi- ‘
tion on this subject seems the more remarkable, when
it is considered that he was a minority Governor, the

population of Illinois being at that time almost ex
clusively from slave-holding States and by alarge
majority in favor of the perpetuation of that old relic
of barbarism. The Legislature itself was, of course,
a reﬂex of the popular sentiment, and a majority of
them were led on by ﬁery men in denunciations of
the conscientious Governor, and in curses loud and
deep upon him and all his friends. Some of the
public men, indeed, went so far as to head a sort of

mob, or “ shiveree " party, who visited the residence
of the Governor and others at Vandalia and yelled
and groaned and spat ﬁre.

The Constitution, not establishing or permitting
slavery in this State, was thought therefore to be
defective by the slavery politicians, and they desired
a State Convention to be elected, to devise and sub
mit 21 new Constitution; and the dominant politics
of the day was “Convention” and “anti-Conven
tion." Both parties issued addresses to the people,
Gov. Coles himself being the author of the address
published by the latter party. This address revealed
the schemes of the conspirators in a masterly man
ner. It is difﬁcult for us at this distant day to esti
mate the critical and extremely delicate situation in
which the Governor was placed at that time.
Our hero maintained himself honorably and with
supreme dignity throughout his administration, and
in his honor a county in this State is named. He
was truly a great man, and those who lived in
this State during his sojourn here, like those who
live at the base of the mountain, were too near to see

and recognize the greatness that overshadowed them.
Mr. Coles was married Nov. 28, 1833, by Bishop
De Lancey, to Miss Sally Logan Roberts, a daughter
of Hugh Roberts, a descendant of Welsh ancestry,
who came to this country with Wm. Penn in 1.682.
After the expiration of his term of service, Gov.

Coles continued his residence in Edwardsville, sup
erintending his farm in the vicinity. He was fond
of agriculture, and was the founder of the ﬁrst agri
cultural society in the State. On account of ill
health, however, and having no fainin to tie him
down, he spent much of his time in Eastern cities.

About 1832 he changed his residence to Philadel
phia, where he died July 7, 1868, and is buried at
Woodland, near that city.
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from 1827 to 1830, was a son
' of Benjamin Edwards, and
was born in Montgomery
County, Maryland, in March,
His domestic train
ing was well ﬁtted to give
his mind strength, ﬁrmness and
honorable principles, and a good
foundation was laid forthe elevated
character to which he afterwards
attained. His parents were Bap
tists, and very strict in their moral
principles. His education in early
youth was in company with and
partly under the tuition of Hon. \Vm.
Wirt, whom his father patronized,
and who was more than two years
older.
An intimacy was thus
formed between them which was lasting for life. He
was further educated at Dickinson College, at Car
lisle, Pa. He next commenced the study of law,lmt
before completing his course he moved to Nelson
County, Ky., to open a farm for his father and to
purchase homes and locate lands for his brothers and
sisters. Here he fell in the company of dissolute
companions, and for several years led the life of a
spendthrift. He was, however, elected to the Legis
lature of Kentucky as the Representative of Nelson
County before he was 2t years of age, and was re
elected by an almost unanimous vote.

In 1798 he was licensed to practice law, and the
following year was admitted to the Courts of Tennes
see. About this time he left Nelson County for
Russellville, in Logan County, broke away from his
dissolute companions, commenced a reformation and
devoted himself to severe and laborious study. He
then began to rise rapidly in his profession, and soon
became an eminent lawyer, and inside of four years

he ﬁlled in succession the ofﬁces of Presiding Judge
of the General Court, Circuit Judge, fourth Judge of
the Court of Appeals and Chief Justice of the State,
—-all before he was 32 years of age! In addition, in
1802, he received a commission as Major of a battal
ion of Kentucky militia, and in 1804 was chosen a
Presidential Elector, on the Jefferson and Clinton
ticket. In 1806 he was a candidate for Congress,
but withdrew on being promoted to the Court of
Appeals.
Illinois was organized as a separate Territory in
the spring of 1809, when Mr. Edwards, then Chief
Justice of the Court of Appeals in Kentucky, received
from President Madison the appointment as Gover
nor of the new Territory, his commission bearing date
April 24, 1809. Edwards arrived at Kaskaskia in
June, and on the 1 rth of that month took the oath of
ofﬁce. At the same time he was appointed Superin
tendent of the United States Saline, this Government

interest then deVelopinginto considerable proportions
in Southern Illinois. Although during the ﬁrst three
years of his administration he had the power to make
new counties and appoint all the ofﬁcers, yet he always
allowed the people of each county, by an informal
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vote, to select their own ofﬁcers, both civil and mili
tary. The noted John J. Crittenden, afterward
United States Senator from Kentucky, was appointed
by Gev. Edwards to the ofﬁce of Attorney General of
the Territory, which ofﬁce was accepted for a short
time only.
The Indians in 1810 committing sundry depreda
tions in the Territory, crossing the Mississippi from
the Territory of Louisiana, a long correspondence fol
lowed between the respective Governors concerning

State, and the white settlers, who desired the lands

and wished to exasperate the savages into an evacu
ation of the country, magniﬁed the misdemeanors of
the aborigines and thereby produced a hostility be
tween the races so great as to precipitate a little war,
known in history as the “ Winnebago War." A few
chases and skirmishes were had, when Gen. Atkinson
succeeded in capturing Red Bird, the Indian chief,
and putting him to death, thus ending the contest, at
least until the troubles commenced which ended in

the remedies, which ended in a council with the sav

the “Black Hawk War " of 1832.

ages at Peoria in 1812, and a fresh interpretation of
the treaties. Peoria was depopulated by these de
predations, and was not re-settled for many years

tation of treaties and execution of their provisions
Gov. Edwards had much vexatious work to do. The
Indians kept themselves generally within the juris
diction of Michigan Territory, and its Governor.
Lewis Cass, was at a point so remote that ready cor
respondence with him was difﬁcult or impossible.
Gov. Edwards' administration, however, in regard to
the protection of the Illinois frontier, seems to have
been very efﬁcient and satisfactory.
For a considerable portion of his time after his re
moval to Illinois, Gov. Edwards resided upon his
farm near Kaskaskia, which he had well stocked with
horses, cattle and sheep from Kentucky, also with
fruit-trees, grape-vines and shrubbery. He estab
lished saw and grist-mills, and engaged extensively
in mercantile business, having no less than eight or ten

afterward.
As Gov. Edwards' term of ofﬁce expired by law in
1812, he was re-appointed for another term of three
years, and again in 1815 for a third term, serving
until the organization of the State in the fall of 1818
and the inauguration of Gov. Bond. At this time
ex~Gov. Edwards was sent to the United States
Senate, his colleague being jesse B. Thomas. As
Senator, Mr. Edwards took a conspicuous part, and
acquitted himself honorably in all the measures that
came up in that body, being well posted, an able de
uater and a conscientious statesman. He thought
.eriously of resigning this situation in 1821, but was
persuaded by his old friend, Wm. Wirt, and others to
continue in ofﬁce, which he did to the end of the

term.
He was then appointed Minister to Mexico by

President Monroe.

About this time, it appears that

Mr. Edwards saw suspicious signs in the conduct of
Wm. H. Crawford, Secretary of the United States
Treasury, and an ambitious candidate for the Presi
dency, and being implicated by the latter in some of
his statements, he resigned his Mexican mission in
order fully to investigate the charges. The result
was the exculpation of Mr. Edwards.

Pro-slavery regulations, often termed “Black Laws,"
disgraced the statute books of both the Territory and
he State of Illinois during the whole of his career in
this commonwealth, and Mr. Edwards always main

tained the doctrines of freedom, and was an important
actor in the great struggle which ended in a victory
for his party in 1824,
In 18267 the Winnebago and other Indians com

mitted son'e depredations in the northern part of the

stores in this State and Missouri.

In the interpre

Notwithstanding

the arduous duties of his ofﬁce, he nearly always pur
chased the goods himself with which to supply the
stores. Although not a regular practitioner of medi
cine, he studied the healing art to a considerable ex

tent, and took great pleasurein prescribing for, and
taking care of, the sick, generally without charge.
He was also liberal to the poor, several widows and
ministers of the gospel becoming indebted to him
even for their homes.
He married Miss Elvira Lane, of Maryland, in
1803, and they became the affectionate parents of
several children, one of whom, especially, is weh'
known to the people of the “Prairie State,” namely,
Ninian Wirt Edwards, once the Superintendent ct
Public Instruction and still a resident of Springﬁeld

Gov. Edwards resided at and in the vicinity of Kas
kaskia from 1809 to 1818; in Edwardsville (named
after him) from that time to 1824; and from the lat
ter date at Belleville, St. Clair County, until his
death, July 20, 1833, of Asiatic cholera. Edwards
County is also named in his honor.
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REYNOLDS,
Governor Coun
183!—
D:hour:
4, was
bern in Montgomery
ty, Pennsylvania, Feb. 26, 1788.
His father, Robert Reynolds and
his mother, ner Margaret Moore,
were both natives of Ireland, from

which country they emigrated to
the United States in 1785, land
ing at Philadelphia. The senior
Reynolds entertained an undying

hostility to the British Govern
ment. When the subject of this
sketch was about six months _old,
his parents emigrated with him to
_
Tennessee, where many of their
relatives had already located, at the base of the
Copper Ridge Mountain, about 14 miles northeast of
the present city of Knoxville. There they were ex
posed to Indian depredations, and were much molest
ed by them. In 1794 they moved into the interior
of the State. They were poor, and brought up their
children to habits of manual industry.
In 1800 the family removed to Kaskaskia, 11]., with
eight horses and two wagons, encountering many
nardships on the way. Here young Reynolds passed

the most of his childhood, while his character began
to develop, the most prominent traits of which were
ambition and energy.

He also adopted the principle

this time to the “ Goshen Settlement," at the foot of
the Mississippi bluffs three or four miles southwest
of Edwardsville.
On arriving at his 20th year, Mr. Reynolds, seeing
that he must look about for his own livelihood and
not yet having determined what calling to pursue,
concluded ﬁrst to attend college, and he accordingly
went to such an institution of learning, near Knox

ville, Tenn., where he had relatives. Imagine his
diﬂidence, when, after passing the ﬁrst 20 years of
his life without ever having seen a carpet, at papered
wall or a Windsor chair, and never having lived in a
shingle-roofed house, he suddenly ushered himself
into the society of the wealthy in the vicinity of
Knoxville! He attended college nearly two years,
going through the principal Latin authors; but it
seems that he, like the rest of the world in modern

times, had but very little use for his Latin in after
life. He always failed, indeed, to exhibit any good
degree of literary discipline. He commenced the
study of law in Knoxville, but a pulmonary trouble
came on and compelled him to change his mode
of life. Accordingly he returned home and re~
cuperated, and in rSrz resumed his college and

law studies at Knoxville. In the fall of 1812 he was
admitted to the Bar at Kaskaskia. About this time
he also learned the French language,

which he

practiced with pleasure in conversation with his

and practice of total abstinence from intoxicating

family for many years.

liquors.

as being superior to all others for social intercourse.

In 1807 the family made another removal,

He regarded this language
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From his services in the West, in the war of 181 2,

he obtained the sobriquet of the “ Old Ranger."

He

was Orderly Sergeant, then Judge Advocate.
Mr. Reynolds opened his ﬁrst law ofﬁce in the
winter and spring of 1814, in the French village of
Cahokia, then the capital of St. Clair County.
In the fall of 1818 he was elected an Associate
Justice upon the Supreme Bench by the General
Assembly. In 1825 he entered more earnestly than
ever into the practice of law, and the very next year
was elected a member of the Legislature, where he
acted independently of all cliques and private inter
ests. In 1828 the Whigs and Democrats were for
the ﬁrst time distinctively organized as such in Illi
nois, and the usual party bitterness grew up and
raged on all sides, while Mr. Reynolds preserved a
iudicial calmness and moderation. The real animus

if the campaign was “Jackson " and “ anti-Jackson,"
“he former party carrying the State.
In August, 1830, Mr. Reynolds was elected Gov
-_rnor, amid great excitement.

Installed in oﬁice, he

did all within his power to advance the cause of edu
cation, internal improvements, the Illinois 8: Mich
igan Canal, the harbor at Chicago, settling the coun
try, etc.; also recc mmended the winding up of the

State Bank, as its affairs had become dangerously
complicated. In his national politics, he was a
moderate supporter of General Jackson. But the
most celebrated event of his gubernatorial admin
istration was the Black Hawk War, which occurred

in 1832. He called out the militia and prosecuted
the contest with commendable diligence, appearing
in person on the battle-grounds during the most
critical periods. He was recogniZed by the President
as Major-General, and authorized by him to make

treaties with the Indians. By the assistance of the
general Government the war was terminated without
much bloodshed, but after many serious ﬁghts. This
war, as well as everything else, was materially re
tarded by the occurrence of Asiatic cholera in the
West. This was its ﬁrst appearance here, and was

the next event in prominence during Gov. Reynolds'
term.
South Carolina nulliﬁcation coming up at this time,
t was heartily condemned by both President Jackson
and Gov. Reynolds, who took precisely the same
grounds as the Unionists in the last war.
On the termination of his gubernatorial term in
.834, Gov. Reynolds was elected a Member of Con
gress, still considering himselfa backwoodsman, as
'e had scarcely been outside of the State since he
became of age, and had spent nearly all his youthful
days in the wildest region of the frontier. His ﬁrst
move in Congress was to adopt a resolution that in
all elections made by the House for ofﬁcers the votes
should be given viva wore, each member in his place
naming aloud the person for whom he votes. This
created considerable heated discussion, but was es

sentially adopted, and remained the controlling prin
ciple for many years. The ex-Governor was scarcely
absent from his seat a single day, during eight ses
sions of Congress, covering a period of seven years,

and he never vacillated in a party vote; but he failed
to get the Democratic party to foster his “ National

Road" scheme.

He says, in “ My Own Times " (a

large autobiography he published), that it was only
by rigid economy that he avoided insolvency while in
Washington. During his sojourn in that city he was
married, to a tidy of the place.
In 1837, while out of Congress, and in company
with a few others, he built the ﬁrst railroad in the
Mississippi Valley, namely, one about six miles long,
leading from his coal mine in the Mississippi bluﬁ' to
the bank of the river opposite St. Louis. Having not
the means to purchase a locomotive, they operated it
by horse-power. The next spring, however, the com
pany sold out, at great sacriﬁce.
In 1839 the ex-Governor was appointed one of the
Canal Commissioners, and authorized to borrow
money to prosecute the enterprise. Accordingly, he
repaired to Philadelphia and succeeding in obtaining
a million dollars, which, however, was only a fourth
of what was wanted. The same year he and his
wife made at our of Europe. This year, also, Mr.
Reynolds had the rather awkward little responsibility
of introducing to President Van Buren the noted
Mormon Prophet, Joseph Smith, as a “Latter-Day
Saint! "
In 1846 Gov. Reynolds was elected a member of
the Legislature from St. Clair County, more particu
larly for the purpose of obtaining a feasible charter
for a macadamized road from Belleville to St. Louis,
:1 distance of nearly 14 miles. This wasimmediately
built, and was the ﬁrst road of the kind in the State.
He was again elected to the Legislature in 185 2, when
he was chosen Speaker of the House. In 1860, aged
and inﬁrm, he attended the National Democratic
Convention at Charleston, 5. C., as an anti-Douglas
Delegate, where he received more attention from the
Southern Delegates than any other member. He
supported Breckenridge for the Presidency. After
the October elections foreshadowed the success of
Lincoln, he published an address urging the Demo
crats to rally to the support of Douglas. Immedi

ately preceding and during the late war, his corre
spondence evinced a clear sympathy for the Southern
secession, and about the ﬁrst of March, 1861, he

urged upon the Buchanan ofﬁcials the seizure of the
treasure and arms in the custom~house and arsenal
at St. Louis. Mr. Reynolds was a rather talkative
man, and apt in all the Western phrases and catch
words that ever gained currency, besides many cun
ning and odd ones of his own manufacture.
He was married twice, but had no children. He
died in Belleville, in May, 1865, just after the close
of the war.
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ILLIAM LEE D. EWING,
‘ Governor of Illinois Nov. 3
i '11-; to [7, 1834, was a native
_ of Kentucky, and probably
of Scotch ancestry. He had
— a ﬁne education, was a gentle

man of polished manners and
reﬁned sentiment.

In r830 John Rey

nolds was elected Governor of the State,

and Zadok Casey Lieutenant Governor,
and for the principal events that followed,

and the characteristics of the times, see
sketch of Gov. Reynolds. The ﬁrst we
see in history concerning Mr. Ewing, in
,
forms us that he was a Receiver of Public
Morcys at Vandalia soon after the organization of
tnis State, and that the public moneys in his hands

were deposited in various banks, as they are usually
2‘ tln l-resent day. In 1823 the State Bank was
obbed, by which disaster Mr. Ewing lost a thousand
dollnr deposit.
The subject of this sketch had a commission as
( olonel in the Black Hawk War, and in emergencies
he acted also as Major. In the summer of r832,
when 'twas rumored among the whites that Black
Hawk and his men had encamped somewhere on
Rock River, Gen. Henry was sent on a tour of
reconnoisance, and with orders to drive the Indians
from the State. After some opposition from his
subordinate ofﬁcers, Henry resolved to proceed up

Rock River in search of the enemy. On the 19th of
July, early in the morning, ﬁve baggage wagons,

camp equipage and all heavy and cumbersome arti
cle; were piled up and left, so that the army might
make speedy and forced marches. For some miles
the travel was exceedingly bad, crossing swamps
and the worst thickets; but the large, fresh trail
gave life and animation to the Americans. Gen.
Dodge and Col. Ewing were both acting as Majors,
and composed the “ spy corps " or vanguard of the
army. It is supposed the army marched nearly 50
miles this day, and the Indian trail they followed
became fresher, and was strewed with much property
and trinkets 0f the red-skins that they had lost or

thrown away to hasten their march.

During the

following night there was a terriﬁc thunder-storm, and
the soldiery, with all their appurtenances, were thor
oughly drenched.
()n approaching nearer the Indians the next day.
Gen. Dodge and Major Ewing, each commanding a
battalion of men, were placed in front to bring on the
battle, but the savages were not overtaken this day
Forced marches were continued until they reached.
Wisconsin River, where a veritable battle ensued,
resulting in the death of about 68 of Black Hawk's
men. The next day they continued the chase, and
as soon as he discovered the trail of the Indians
leading toward the Mississippi, Maj. Ewing formed
his battalion in order of battle and awaited the order
of Gen. Henry. The latter soon appeared on the
ground and ordered a charge, which directly resulted
in chasing the red warriors across the great river.
Maj. Ewing and his command proved particularly
efficient in war, as it seems they were the chief actors

in driving the main body of the Sacs and Foxes, in
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cluding Black Hawk himself, across the Mississippi,

the responsible situation.

while Gen. Atkinson, commander-in-chief of the ex
pedition, with a body of the army, was hunting for
them in another direction.
In the above aﬁ'air Maj. Ewmg is often referred to
as a "General," which title he had derived from his
connection with the militia.
It was in the latter part of the same year (1832)
that Lieutenant Governor Casey was elected to Con

such a juncture has happened in the history of Illi
nois.
On the 29th of December, 1835, Gen. Ewing was
elected a United States Senator to serve out the
unexpired term of Elias Kent Kane, deceased. The
latter gentleman was a very prominent ﬁgure in the
early politics of Illinois, and a county in this State is
named in his honor. The election of Gen. Ewing to
the Senate was a protracted struggle. His competi
tors were James Semple, who afterwards held several
important ofﬁces in this State, and Richard M.

gress and Gen. Ewing, who had been elected to the
Senate, was chosen to preside over that body. At
the August election of 1834, Gov. Reynolds was also
elected to Congress, more than a year ahead of the
time at which he could actually take his seat, as was
then the law. His predecessor, Charles Slade, had

just died of Asiatic cholera, soon after the elec
tion, and Gov. Reynolds was chosen to serve out his
uncXpired term. Accordingly he set out for Wash

ington in November of that year to take his seat in
Congress, and Gen. Ewing, by virtue of his oﬁice as
President of the Senate, became Governor of the
State of Illinois, his term covering only a period of
l5 days, namely, from the 3d to the 17th days, in
clusive, of November. On the 17th the Legislature
met, and Gov. Ewing transmitted to that body his
message, giving a statement of the condition of the
affairs of the State at that time, and urging a contin
uance of the policy adopted by his predecessor; and
an the same day Governor elect Joseph Duncan

was sworn into ofﬁce, thus relieving Mr. Ewing from

This is the Only time that

Young, afterward a United States Senator and a

Supreme Judge and a man of vast inﬂuence. On
the ﬁrst ballot Mr. Semple had 25 votes, Young 19
and Ewing 18. On the eighth ballot Young was
dropped; the ninth and tenth stood a tie; but on
the 12th Ewing received 40, to Semple 37, and was
accordingly declared elected. In 1837 Mr. Ewing
received some votes for a continuance of his term in
Congress, when Mr. Young, just referred to, was
elected. In 1842 Mr. Ewing was elected State
Auditar on the ticket with Gov. Ford.
Gen. Ewing was a gentleman of culture, a lawyer

by profession, and was
he was above medium
with auburn hair, blue
short face. He was

much in public life. In person
height and of heavy build,
eyes, large-sized head and
genial, social, friendly and

aﬁable, with fair talent, though of no high degree of
originality. He died March 25, I846.
'
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OSEPH DUNCAN, Governor

obtain a respectable vote, but without defeating Mr

'1 7 1834—8, was born at Paris,
Ky., Feb. 23, 1794. At the
tender age of to years be en
\ listed in the war against Great

Cook. The result of the campaign, however, was a
source of surprise and amazement to both friends
and foes, as Mr. Duncan came out 64r votes ahead!
He received 6,32I votes, and Mr. Cook 5,680. Un
til this a'enouemml, the violence of party feeling
smoldering in the breasts of the people on account
of the defeat of Jackson, was not duly appreciated.
Aside from the great convention struggle of 1824, no

a' Britain, and as a soldier he
acquitted himself with credit. He
was an Ensign under the daunt
less Croghan at Lower Sandusky,
J or Fort Stephenson. In Illinois

I
ll>
'

he ﬁrst appeared in a public capa
city as Major-General of the Militia,
a position which his military fame
had procured him. Subsequently
he became a State Senator from
Jackson County, and is honorably

mentioned for introducing the ﬁrst bill providing for

other than mere local and personal considerations
had ever before controlled an election in Illinois.
From the above date Mr. Duncan retained his
seat in Corgress until his election as Governor in
August, 1834. The ﬁrst and bloodless year of the
Black Hawk War he was appointed by Gov. Rey~
nolds to the position of Brigadier-General of the
volunteers, and he conducted his brigade to Rock
Island.

a free-school system.

able John P. Cook, who had previously beaten such
men as John McLean, Elias Kent Kane and ex
Gov. Bond, came up for the fourth time for Congress,
Mr. Duncan was brought forward against him by his
friends, greatly to the surprise of all the politicians.
As yet he was but little known in the State. He was
an original Jackson man at that time, being attached
to his political fortune in admiration of the glory of
his military achievements. His chances of success
against Cook were generally regarded as hopeless,
but he entered upan the campaign undaunted. His
speeches, though short and devoid of ornament, were

full of good sense.

But he was absent from the State, in lVash

In 1826, when the redoubt

He made a diligent canvass of

the State, Mr. Cook being hindered by the condition of
his health. The most that Was expected of Mr.
Duncan, under the circumstances, was that he would

ington,during the gubernatorial campaign, and did
not personally participate in it, but addressed circu~
lars to his constituents. His election was, indeed,
attributed to the circumstance of his absence, be
cause his estrangement from Jackson, formerly his
political idol, and also from the Democracy, largely

in ascendency in the State, was complete; but while
his defection was well known to his Whig friends,
and even to the leading Jackson men of this State,
the latter were unable to carry conviction of that fact
to the masses, as mail and newspaper facilities at
that day were far inferior to those of the present
time. Of course the Governor was much abused
afterward by the fossilized Jackson men who re
garded party ties and affiliations as above all
other issues that could arise; but he was doubtless
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sincere in his opposition to the old hero, as the latter
.zad vetoed several important western measures
which were dear to Mr. Duncan. In his inaugural
message he threw off the mask and took a bold stand
against the course of the President. The measures
2e recommended in his message, however, were so
desirable that the Legislature, although by a large
majority consisting of Jackson men, could not refrain
from endorsing them.
These measures related
mainly to banks and internal improvements.
It was while Mr. Duncan was Governor that the

people of Illinois Went whirling on with bank and in
ternal improvement schemes that Well nigh bank
'upted the State. The hard times of 1837 came on,
1nd the disasters that attended the inauguration of
hese plans and the operation of the banks were mu

tually charged upon the two political parties.

Had

any one man autocratic power to introduce and
carry on any one of these measures, he would proba
bly have succeeded to the satisfaction of the public;
but as many jealous men had hold of the same plow
nandle, no success followed and each blamed the other

for the failure. In this great vortex Gov. Duncan
was carried along, suffering the like derogation of
character with his fellow citizens.
At the height of the excitement the Legislature

“ provided for ” railroads from Galena to Cairo, Alton
to Shawneetown, Alton to Mount Carmel, Alton to the

eastern boundary of the State in the direction of
'l‘erre Haute, Quincy via Springﬁeld to the Wabash,
Bloomington to Pekin, and Peoria to Warsaw,-—in all
about 1,300 miles of road. It also provided for the
improvement of the navigation of the Kaskaskia,
Illinois, Great and Little Wabash and Rock Rivers;
also as a plaa'bo, $200,000 in money were to be dis
.ributed to the various counties wherein no improve
ments were ordered to be made as above. The
estimate for the expenses for all these projects was
llaced at a little over $0,000,000, which was not
more than halfenough! That would now be equal to
saddling upon the State a debt of $225,000,000! It
was sufﬁcient to bankrupt the State several times
over, even counting all the possible beneﬁts.
One of the most exciting events that ever occurred
in this fair State was the murder of Elijah P. Love
joy in the fall of 1837, at Alton, during Mr. Duncan's
term as Governor. Lovejoy was an “ Abolitionist,"
editing the Observer at that place, and the pro
slavery slums there formed themselves into a mob,

and after destroying successively three presses be
longing to Mr. Lovejoy, surrounded the warehouse
where the fourth press was stored away, endeavoring
to destroy it, and where Lovejoy and his friends
were entrenching themselves, and shot and killed the
brave reformer!
About this time, also, the question of removing the

State capital again came up, as the 20 years' limit for
its existence at Vandalia was drawing to a close.
There was, of course, considerable excitement over
the matter, the two main points competing for it be
ing Springﬁeld and Peoria. The jealousy of the lat
ter place is not even yet,45 years afterward, fully
allayed.
Gov. Duncan's term expired in 1838. In 1842
he was again proposed as a candidate for the Execu
tive chair, this time by the Whig party, against Adam
W. Snyder, of St. Clair County, the nominee of the
Democrats. Charles W. Hunter was a third candi~
date for the same position. Mr. Snyder, however, died
before the campaigu had advanCed very far, and his
party substituted Thomas Ford, who was elected
receiving 46,901 votes, to 38,584 for Duncan, and
909er Hunter. The cause of Democratic success
at this time is mainly attributed to the temporary
support of the Mormons which they enjoyed, and the
want of any knowledge, on the part of the masses,
that Mr. Ford was opposed to any given policy en
tertained in the respective localities.
Gov. Duncan was a man of rather limited educa~
tion, but with naturally ﬁne abilities he proﬁted
greatly by his various public services, and gathered
a store of knowledge regarding public affairs which
served him a ready purpose. He possessed a clear
judgment, decision, conﬁdence in himself and moral
courage to carry out his convictions of right. In his
deportment he was well adapted to gain the admira

tion of the people.

His intercourse with them was

both affable and digniﬁed. His portrait at the Gov
ernor's mansion, from which the accompanying was
made, represents him as having a swarthy complex
ion, high cheek bones, broad forehead, piercing black
eyes and straight black hair.
A
He was a liberal patron of the Illinois College at
Jacksonville, a member of its Board of Trustees, and
died, aftera short illness, jan. 15, 1844, a devoted

member of the Presbyterian Church, leaving a wife
but no children. Two children, born to them, had
died in infancy.
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HOMAS CARLIN, the sixth

Governor of the State of
Illinois, serving from 1838
to 1842, was also a Ken
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tuckian, being born near
Frankfort, that State, July
18, 1789, Of Irish paternity.
The opportunities for an education
being very meager in his natiVe
place, he, on approaching years of
judgment and maturity, applied
himself to those branches of learn
ing that seemed most important,
and thus became a self-made man ;

and his taste for reading and
study remained with him through
.. .
life. In 1803 his father removed
to Missouri, then a part of “ New Spain," where he
died in 1810.
In 1812 young Carlin came to Illinois and partici
pated in all the “ranging” service incident to the
war of that period, proving himself a soldier of un
daunted bravery. In 1814 he married Rebecca
Huitt, and lived for four years on the bank of the
Mississippi River, opposite the mouth of the Mis
SOJI'i, where he followed farming, and then removed

to Greene County. He located the tQWn site of Car
roi'ton,in that county, and in 1825 made a liberal
donation of land for county building purposes. He
was the ﬁrst Sheriff of that county after its separate
organization, and afterward was twice elected. as a
Jackson Democrat, to the Illinois Senate.

In the

Black Hawk War he commanded a spy battalion, a
post of considerable danger. In r834 he was ap
pointed by President Jackson to the position of
Receiver of Public Moneys, and to fulﬁll the office

more conveniently be rem0ved to the city of Quincy.
While, in 1838, the unwieldy internal improvement
system of the State was in full operation, with all its
expensive machinery, amidst bank suspensions
throughout the United States, a great stringency in
the money market everywhere, and Illinois bonds
forced to sale at a heavy discount, and the “ hardest
times " existing that the people of the Prairie State
ever saw, the general election of State ofﬁcers was
approaching. Discreet men who had cherished the
hope ofa speedy subsidence of the public infatua
tion, met with disappointment. A Governor and
Legislature were to be elected, and these were DJW
looked forward to for a repeal of the ruinous State
policy. But the grand scheme had not yet lost its
dazzling inﬂuence upon the minds of the people.
Time and experience had not yet fully demonstrated
its utter absurdity. Hence the question of arresting
its career of proﬁigate expenditures did not become
a leading one with the dominant party during the
campaign, and most of the old members of the Leg
islature were returned at this election.
Under these circumstances the Democrats. in State
Convention assembled, nominated Mr. Carlin for the
ofﬁce of GOVJI'HOI‘, and S. H. Anderson for Lieuten

ant Governor, while the Whigs nominated Cyrus Ed
wards, brotherof Ninian Edwards, formerly Governor,
and W. H. Davidson. Edwards came out strongly
for a continuance of the State policy, while Car'ir
remained non-committal. This was the ﬁrst time
that the two main political parties in this State were
unembarrassed by any third party in the ﬁeld. The
result of the election was: Carlin, 35,573; Ander
son, 3o,335; Edwards, 29,629; and Davidson, 28,
715.
Upon the meeting of the subsequent Legislature
(1839), the retiring Governor (Duncan) in his ines
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sage spoke in emphatic terms of the impolicy of the
internal improvement system, presaging the evils
threatened, and urged that body to do their utmost
to correct the great error; yet, on the contrary, the
Legislature not only decided to continue the policy
but also added to its burden by voting more appro
priations and ordering more improvements. Although
the money market was still stringent, a further loan
of $4,000,000 was ordered for the Illinois & Mich

Igan Canal alone.

Chicago at that time began to

loom up and promise to be an important city, even

the great emporium of the West, as it has since in
deed camc to be. Ex-Gov. Reynolds, an incompe
tent ﬁnancier, was commissioned to effect the loan,
and accordingly hastened to the East on this respons
ible errand, and negotiated the loans, at considera
ble sacriﬁce to the State. Besides this embarrassment
£0 Carlin's administration, the Legislature also de
clared that he had no authority to appoint a Secretary
of State until a vacancy existed, and A. P. Field, at
Whig, who had already held the post by appointment
.hrougli three administrations, was determined to

keep the place a while longer, in spite of Gov. Car
lin's preferences. The course of the Legislature in
this regard, however, was ﬁnally sustained by the
Supreme Court, in a qua warram‘o case brought up

before it by John A. McClernand, whom the Gov
ernor had nominated for the ofﬁce. Thereupon that
digniﬁed body was denounced as a “ Whig Court!"
endeavoring to establish the principle of life-tenure
of ofﬁce.
A new law was adopted re~organizing the Judici

ary, and under it ﬁve additional Supreme Judges
were elected by the Legislature, namely, Thomas
Ford (afterward Governor), Sidney Breese, Walter B.
Scates, Samuel H. Treat and Stephen A. Douglas—
all Democrats.
It was during Cov. Carlin's administration that the
noisy campaign of “ Tippecanoe and Tyler too ” oc
curred, resulting in a Whig victory. This, however,
did not affect Illinois politics very seriously.
Another prominent event in the West during Gov.
Carlin's term of ofﬁce was the excitement caused by
the Mormons and their removal from Independence,
Mo., to Nauvoo, Ill., in 1840. At the same time

they began to ﬁgure somewhat in State politics.

On

account of their believing—as they thought, accord
ing to the New Testament—that they should have

“all things common," and that consequently “all
the earth" and all that is upon it were the“ Lord's "
and therefore the property of his “saints,” they
were suspected, and correctly, too, of committing
many of the deeds of larceny, robbery, etc., that
were so rife throughout this country in those days.

Hence a feeling of violence grew up between the
Mormons and “anti-Mormons.” In the State of
Missouri the Mormons always supported the Dem~
ocracy until they were driven out by the Democratic
government, when they turned their support to the
Whigs. They were becoming numerous, and in the
Legislature of r84o-r, therefore, it became a matter

of great interest with both parties to conciliate these
people. Through the agency of one John C. Ben
nett, a scamp, the Mormons succeeded in rushing
through the Legislature (both parties not daring to
oppose) a charter for the city of Nauvoo which vir
tually erected a hierarchy co-ordinate with the Fed
eral Government itself. In the fall of 184r the
Governor of Missouri made a demand upon Gov.
Carlin for the body of Joe Smith, the Mormonleader,
as a fugitive from justice. Gov. Carlin issued the
writ, but for some reason it was returned unserved.
It was again issued in r842, and Smith was arrested,
but was either rescued by his followers or discharged
by the municipal court on a writ of habeas corpus.
In December, 184r, the Democratic Convention

nominated Adam W. Snyder, of Belleville, for Gov
ernor. As he had been, as a member of the Legisla
ture, rather friendly to the Mormons, the latter
naturally turned their support to the Democratic
party. The next spring the Whigs nominated Ex
Gov. Duncan for the same ofﬁce. In the meantime
the Mormons began to grow more odious to the
masses of the people, and the comparative prospects
of the respective parties for success became very
problematical.
Mr. Snyder died in May, and
Thomas Ford, a Supreme Judge, was substituted as
a candidate, and was elected.
At the close of his gubernatorial term, Mr. Carlin
removed back to his old home at Carrollton, where
he spent the remainder of his life, as before his ele
vation to ofﬁce, in agricultural pursuits. In 1849
he served out the unexpired term of J. D. Fry in the
Illinois House of Representatives, and died Feb. 4,
1852, at his residence at Carrollton, leaving a wife
and seven children.
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l-IOMAS FORD,
’

Governor

from 1842 to 1846, and au

thor of a very interesting

history of Illinois, was born
a»?

at Uniontown, Pa, in the
year 1 800. His mother, after

the death of her ﬁrst bus
band (Mr. Forquer), married Rob
ert Ford, who was killed in 1802,
by the Indians in the mountains
of Pennsylvania. She was conse
quently left in indigent circum
stances, with a large family, mostly
girls. With a view to better her
condition, she, in 1804, removed to
Missouri, where it had been cus
tomary by the Spanish Govern
ment to give land to actual settlers; but upon her

'

,

schooling, under the instructions of a Mr. Humphrey,
for which he had to walk three miles. His mother,
though lacking a thorough education, was a Woman
of superior mental endowments, joined to energy
and determination of character. She inculcated in
her children those high-toned principles which dis

tinguished her sons in public life.

She exercised a

rigid economy to provide her children an education;
but George Forquer, her oldest son (six years older
than Thomas Ford), at an early age had to quit
school to aid by his labor in the supportof the family.
He afterward became an eminent man in Illinois
affairs, and but for his early death would probably
have been elected to the United States Senate.

Young Ford, with somewhat better opportunities,
received a better education, though limited to the
curriculum of the common school of those pioneer
times. His mind gave early promise of superior en
dowments, with an inclination for mathematics.

arrival at St. Louis she found the country ceded to
the United States, and the liberal policy toward set
tlers changed by the new ownership. After some
sickness to herself and family, she ﬁnally removed to
Illinois, and settled some three miles south of Water
loo, but the following year moved nearer the Missis

lippi bluffs.

His

proﬁciency attracted the attention of Hon. Daniel P.
Cook, who became his efﬁcient patron and friend.
The latter gentleman was an eminent Llllnois sta'es
man who, as a Member of Congress. outalned agrant

of 300,000 acres of land to aid in completing the
Illinois 8: Michigan Canal, and after whom the
Here young Ford received his ﬁrst 1 county of Cook was named. Through the advice of

THO/IIAS FORD.

r40

-=

this gentleman, Mr. Ford turned his attention to the
study of law; but Forquer, then merchandising, re
garding his education defective, sent him to Transyl
vania University, where, however, he remained but
one term, owing to Forquer's failure in business. On
his return he alternated his law reading with teach
ing school for support.
In r829 Gov. Edwards appointed him Prosecuting
Attorney, and in 183r he was re-appomted by Gov.
Reynolds, and after that he was four times elected a
Judge by the Legislature, without opposition, twice a
Circuit Judge, once a Judge of Chicago, and as As
sociate Judge of the Supreme Court, when, in r841,
the latter tribunal was re-organized by the addition
of ﬁve Judges, all Democrats. Ford was assigned to
the Ninth Judicial Circuit, and while in this capacity
he was holding Court in Ogle County he received a

notice of his nomination by the Democratic Conven
tion for the ofﬁce of Governor. He immediately re
signed his place and entered upon the canvass. In
August, 1842, he was elected, and on the 8th of De

cember following he was inaugurated.
All the ofﬁces which he had held were unsolicited

by him. He received them upon the true Jefferson
ian principle,—-Never to ask and never to refuse
office. Both as a lawyer and as a Judge he stood
deservedly high, but his cast of intellect ﬁtted him
rather for a writer upon law than a practicing advo

cate in the courts. In the latter capacity he was void
of the moving power of eloquence, so necessary to
success with juries. As a Judge his opinions were
sound, lucid and able expositions of the law. In
practice, he was a stranger to the tact, skill and in

sinuating address of the politician, but he saw through
the arts of demagogues as well as any man. He was
plain in his demeanor, so much so, indeed, that at
one time after the expiration of his term of ofﬁce,
during a session of the Legislature, he was taken by
a stranger to be a seeker for the position of door

keeper, and was waited upon at his hotel near mid
night by a knot of small ofﬁce-seekers with the view

of effecting a “combination ! "
Mr. Ford had not the “brass " of the ordinary
politician, nor that impetuosity which characterizes a
political leader.

He cared little for money, and

hardly enough for adecent support.

In person he

the preceding decade, with scarcely anything to
show by way of “improvement.” The enterprise
that seemed to be getting ahead more than all the
rest was the Illinois & Michigan Canal. As this
promised to be the most important thoroughfare,
feasible to the people, it was well under headway in
its construction. Therefore the State policy was
almost concentrated upon it, in order to rush it on tc
completion. The bonded indebtedness of the State
was growing so large as to frighten the people, and
they were about ready to entertain a proposition for

repudiation.

But the Governor had the foresight to

recommend such measures as would maintain the
public credit, for which every citizen to-day feels
thankful.
But perhaps the Governor is remembered more for
his connection with the Mormon troubles than for

anything else; for it was during his term of ofﬁce
that the “Latter-Day Saints" became so strong at
Nauvoo, built their temple there, increased their num
bers throughout the country, committed misdemean
ors, taught dangerous doctrines, suffered the loss of
theirleader, J0 Smith, by a violent death, were driven
out of Nauvoo to the far West, etc. Having been a
Judge for so many years previously, Mr. Ford of
course was no t-committal concerning Mormon affairs,
and was therefore claimed by both parties and also
accused by each of sympathizing too greatly with the
other side. Mormonism claiming to be a system of
religion, the Governor no doubt was “between two
ﬁres,” and felt compelled to touch the matter rather
“gingerly,” and doubtless felt greatly relieved when
that pestileutial people left the State. Such compli
cated matters, especially when religion is mixed up
with them, expose every person participating in
them to criticism from all parties.
The Mexican War was begun in the spring of
1845, and was continued into the gubernatorial term
of Mr. Ford's successor. The Governor’s connection
with this war, however, was not conspicuous, as it
was only administrative, commissioning ofﬁcers, etc.
Ford's “ History of Illinois "is a very readable and
entertaining work, of 450 small octavo pages, and is
destined to increase in value with the lapse of time.
It exhibits a natural ﬂow of compact and forcible
thought, never failing to convey the nicest sense. In

was of small stature, slender, of dark complexion,

tracing with his trenchant pen the devious operations

with black hair, sharp features, deep-set eyes, a
pointed, aquiline nose having a decided twist to one
side, and a small mouth.
The three most important events in Gov. Ford's
administration were the establishment of the high

of the professional politician, in which he is inimit
able, his account is open, perhaps, to the objection
that all his contemporaries are treated as mere place

ﬁnancial credit of the State, the “ Mormon War "and

the Mexican War.
In the ﬁrst of these the Governor proved himself
to be eminently wise. On coming into ofﬁce he found
the State badly paralyzed by the ruinous effects of
the notorious “internal improvement " schemes of

seekers, while many of them have since been judged
by the people to be worthy statesmen. His writings
seem slightly open to the criticism that they exhibit
a little splenetic partiality against those of his con
temporaries who were prominent during his term of
ofﬁce as Governor.
The death of Gov. Ford took place at Peoria, 111.,
Nov. 2, 1850.
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Governor of Illinois from
1846 to 1852, was born in

the town of Hill, in the
State of New Hampshire,
Aug. 2, 1808. He was a
descendant in the fourth
generation of Nathaniel
French, who emigrated from England
in 1687 and settled in Saybury, Mass.
In early life young French lost his
father, but continued to receive in

struction from an exemplary and
Christian mother until he was 19 years
old, when she also died, conﬁding to
his care and trust four younger broth
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elevated to the gubernatorial chair. In 184.; he was
a Presidential Elector, and as such he voted for
James K. Polk.
The Democratic State Convention of 1846, meet
ing at Springﬁeld Feb. 10, nominated Mr. French
for Governor. Other Democratic candidates were
Lyman Trumbull. John Calhoun (subsequently of

Lecompton Constitution notoriety), Walter B. Scates,
Richard M. Young and A. \V. Cavarly,—an array of
very able and prominent names. Trumbull was per
haps defeated in the Convention by the tumor that
he was oppOscd to the Illinois and Michigan Canal,
as he had been a year previously. For Lieutenant
Governor ]. B. Wells was chosen, while other candi
dates were Lewis Ross, Wm. McMurtry, Newton

For a

Cloud, ]. B. Hamilton and W. W. Thompson. The
resolutions declared strongly against the resuscita
tion of the old State Banks.
The Whigs, who were in a hopeless minority, held

brief period he attended Dartmouth College, but

their convention June 8, at Peoria, and selected

from pecuniary causes and the care of his brothers
and sister, he did not graduate. He subsequently
read law, and was admitted to the Bar in 1831, and

Thomas M. Kilpatrick, ofScott County, for Governor,
and Gen. Nathaniel G. Wilcox, of Schuyler, for
Lieutenant Governor.
In the campaign the latter exposed Mr. French's
record and connection with the passage of the in
ternal improvement system, urging it against his

ers and one sister. He discharged his trust with
parental devotion. His education in early life was
such mainly as a common school afforded.

shortly afterward removed to Illinois, settling ﬁrst at
Albion, Edwards County, where he established him

selfin the practice of law. The following year he
removed to Paris, Edgar County. Here he attained
eminence in his profession, and entered public life
by representing that county in the Legislature. A
strong attachment sprang up between him and Ste
phen A. Douglas.
In 1839, Mr. French was appointed Receiver of
the United States Land Ofﬁce at Palestine, Craw
ford County, at which place he was a resident when

election; but in ~the meantime the war with Mexico

broke out, regarding which the Whig record was run
popular in this Stat; _ he war was the absorbing
and dominating quest :1 ‘of the period, sweeping
every other politicai ,'ssL1e"i11 its course. The elec
tion in August gave MrfFr‘ench 58.700 votes, and

Kilpatrick only 36,773.

Richard Eells, Abolitionist

candidate for the same ofﬁce "received 5,152 votes
Q
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By the new Constitution of 1848, a new election for
State ofﬁcers was ordered in November of that year,
before Gov. French's term was half out, and he was
re-eleeted for the term of four years. He was there
fore the incumbent for six consecutive years, the
only Governor of this State who has ever served in
that capacity so long at one time. As there was no
organized opposition to his election, he received 67,
453 votes, to 5,639 for Pierre Menard (son of the
ﬁrst Lieutenant Governor), 4,748 for Charles V.
Dyer, 3,834 for W. L. D. Morrison, and r,361 for
James L. D. Morrison. But Wm. McMurtry, of
Knox County, was elected Lieutenant Governor, in
place of Joseph B. Wells, who was before elected
and did not run again.
Governor French was inaugurated into oﬂiee dur
ing the progress of the Mexican War, which closed
during the summer of 1847, although the treaty of

Guadalupe Hidalgo was not made until Feb. 2,
1848. The policy of Gov. French’s party was com
mitted to that war, but in connection with that affair
he was, of course, only an administrative ofﬁcer.
During his term of ofﬁce, Feb. 19, 1847, the Legisla
ture, by special permission of Congress, declared that
all Government lands sold to settlers should be im
mediately subject to State taxation; before this they
were exempt for ﬁve years after sale. By this ar

rangement the revenue was materially increased.
About the same time, the distribution of Government
land warrants among the Mexican soldiers as bounty
threw upon the market a great quantity of good
lands, and this enhanced the settlement of the State.
The same Legislature authorized, with the recom
mendation of the Governor, the sale of the Northern

Cross Railroad (from Springﬁeld to Meredosia, the
ﬁrst in the State and now a section of the Wabash,
St. Louis & Paciﬁc) It sold for $100,000 in bonds,
although it had cost the State not less than amillion.
The salt wells and canal lands in the Saline reserve
in Gallatin County, granted by the general Govern
ment to the State, were also authorized by the
Governor to be sold, to apply on the State debt. In
1850, for the ﬁrst time since 1839, the accruing State
revenue, exclusive of speciﬁc appropriations, was
suﬂ‘icient to meet the current demands upon the
treasury. The aggregate taxable property of the
State at this time was over $00,000,000, and the
population 85 1,47 0.

In 1849 the Legidn-ture adopted the township or
ganization law, which, however, proved defective,

and was properly amended in 185 r. At its session
in the latter year, the General Assembly also passed
a law to exempt homesteads from sale on executions
This beneﬁcent measure had been repeatedly urged
upon that body by Gov. French.

In 1850 some business men in St. Louis com
menced to build a dike opposite the lower part of
their city on the Illinois side, to keep the Mississippi
in its channel near St. Louis, instead of breaking
away from them as it sometimes threatened to do.
This they undertook without permission from the
Legislature or Executive authority of this State; and
as many of the inhabitants there complained that
the scheme would inundate and ruin much valuable

land, there was a slight conﬂict of jurisdictions, re
sulting in favor of the St. Louis project; and since
then a good site has existed there for a city (East St.
Louis), and now a score of railroads center there.
It was in September, 1850, that Congress granted
to this State nearly 3,000,000 acres of land in aid of
the completion of the Illinois Central Railroad,
which constituted the most important epoch in the

railroad—we might say internal improvement—his
tory of the State. The road was rushed on to com
pletion, which accelerated the settlement of the in
terior of the State by a good class ofindustrious citi
zens, and by the charter a good income to the State
Treasury is paid in from the earnings of the road.
In r85r the Legislature passed a law authorizing
free stock banks, which was the source of much leg
islative discussion for a number of years.
But we have not space further to particularize
concerning legislation. Gov. French's administra
tion was not marked by any feature to be criticised,
while the country was settling up as never before.
In stature, Gov. French was of medium height,

squarely built, light complexioned, with ruddy face
and pleasant countenance. In manners he was
plain and agreeable. By nature he was somewhat
diﬁident, but he was often very outspoken in his con
victions of duty. In public speech he was not an
orator, but was chaste, earnest and persuasive. In
business he was accurate and methodical, and in his
administration he kept up the credit of the State.
He died in [865, at his home in Lebanon, St

Clair C0., Ill.

GOVERNORS OF ILLINOIS.

EOEL A. MATTESON, Governor
'
1853—6, was born Aug. 8, 1808,
in Jefferson County, New York,
to which place his father had re
moved from Vermont three years
before. His father was a farmer
in fair circumstances, but a com
mon English education was all
that his only son received. Young

Joel ﬁrst tempted fortune as a
small tradesman in Prescott,
Canada, before he was of age.
He returned from that place to
his home, entered an academy,

' tit-'41
taught school, visited the prin~
cipul Eastern cities, improved a farm his father had
given him, made a tour in the South, worked there

in building railroads, experienced a storm on the
Gulfof Mexico, visited the gold diggings of Northern

Georgia, and returned 2112: Nashville to St. Louis and
through Illinois to his father's home, when he mar
ried. In 1833, having sold his farm, he removed,
with his wife and one child, to Illinois, and entered
aclaim on Government land near the head of Au
Sable River, in what is now Kendall County. At
that time there were not more than two neighbors
within a range of ten miles of his place, and only
three or four houses between him and Chicago. He
opened a large farm. His family was boarded 12
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miles away while he erected a house on his claim,
sleeping, during this time, under a rude pole shed.
Here his life was once placed in imminent peril by
a huge prairie rattlesnake sharing his bed.
In 1835 he houghtlargely at the Government land
sales. During the speculative real-estate mania which
broke out in Chicago in 1836 and spread over the State,

he sold his lands under the inﬂation of that period
and removed to Joliet. In 1838 he became a heavy
contractor on the Illinois & Michigan Canal. Upon

the completion of his job in 1841, when hard times
prevailed, business at a stand, contracts paid in State
scrip; when all the public works except the canal
were abandoned, the State offered for sale 700 tons
of railroad iron, which was purchased by Mr. Mat
teson at abarguin. This he accepted, shipped and
sold at Detroit, realizing a very handsome proﬁt,
enough to pay off all his canal debts and leave him a
surplus of several thousand dollars. His enterprise
next prompted him to start a woolen mill at Joliet,
in which he prospered, and which, after successive
enlargements, became an enormous establishment.
In 1842 he was ﬁrst elected a State Senator, but,
bya bunglingapportionment,
1n Pearson, a Senator
holding over, was found to be in the same districz,
and decided to be entitled to represent it. Mat
teson's seat was declared vacant.

Pearson, however

with a nobleness difﬁcult to appreciate in this day of
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greed for ofﬁce, unwilling to represent his district l gress, under the leadership of Stephen A. Douglas in
1854, when the bill was passed organizing the Terri
under the circumstances, immediately resigned his
tory of Kansas and Nebraska. A large portion of
unexpired term of two years. A bill was passed in a
few hours ordering a new election, and in ten days' the Whig party of the North, through their bitter op
position to the Democratic party, naturally drifted
time Mr. Matteson was returned re-elected and took
into the doctrine of anti-slavery, and thus led to what
his seat as Senator. From his well-known capacity
was temporarily called the “Anti-Nebraska" party,
as a business man, he was made Chairman of the
while the followers of Douglas were known as “ Ne
Committee on Finance, a position he held during
braska or Douglas Democrats." It was during this
this half and two full succeeding Senatorial terms,
embryo stage of the Republican party that Abraham
discharging its important duties with ability and faith
Lincoln was brought forward as the “Anti-Nebraska "
fulness. Besides his extensive woolen-mill interest,
candidate for the United States Senatorship, while
when work was resumed on the canal under the new
Gen. James Shields, the incumbent, was re-nom
loan of $r,6oo,ooo he again became a heavy con
inated by the Democrats. But after a few ballotings
tractor, and also subsequently operated largely in
in the Legislature (r855), these men were dropped,
building railroads. Thus he showed himself a most
and Lyman Trumbull, an Anti-Nebraska Democrat,
energetic and thorough business man.
was brought up by the former, and Mr. Matteson,
He was nominated for Governor by the Demo
then Governor, by the latter. On the nth ballot
cratic State Convention which met at Springﬁeld
Mr. Trumbull obtained one majority, and was ac
April 20, 1852. Other candidates before the Con
cordingly
declared elected. Before Gov. Matteson's
vention were D. L. Gregg and F. C. Sherman, of
term
expired,
the Republicans were fully organized
Cook; John Dement, of Lee; Thomas L. Harris, of
as
a
national
party,
and in 1856 put into the ﬁeld a
Menard; Lewis W. Ross,of Fulton; and D. P. Bush,
full
national
and
State
ticket, carrying the State, but
of Pike. Gustavus Koerner, of St. Clair, was nom
not
the
nation.
inatecl for Lieutenant Governor. For the same ofﬁces
The Legislature of 1855 passed two very import
the Whigs nominated Edwin B. Webb and Dexter A.
ant measures,—the present free-school system and a
Knowlton. Mr. Matteson received 80,645 votes at
the election, while Mr. Webb received 64,408. Mat-~ submission of the Maine liquor law to a vote of the
people. The latter was defeated by a small majority
teson’s forte was not on the stump; he had not cul
of the popular vote.
tivated the art of oily ﬂattery, or the faculty of being

all things to all men.

His intellectual qualities took

rather the direction of efﬁcient executive ability. His

turn consisted not so much in the adroit manage
ment of party, or the powerful advocacy of great gov
ernmental principles, as in those more solid and
enduring operations which cause the physical devel
opment and advancement of a State,—of commerce
and business enterprise, into which he labored with
success to lead the people. As a politician he was

During the four years of Gov. Matteson's admin
istration the taxable wealth of the State was about
trebled, from $37,818,079 to $349,951,272; the pub
lic debt was reduced from $7,398,985 to $12,843,
144; taxation was at the same time reduced, and the

State resumed paying interest on its debt in New
York as fast as it fell due; railroads were increased

in their mileage from something less than 400 to
about 3.000; and the population of Chicago was

just and liberal in his views, and both in oﬁicial and

nearly doubled, and its commerce more than quad

private life he then stood untainted and free from
blemish. As a man, in active benevolence, social
rirtues and all the amiable qualities of neighbor or
titizen, he had few superiors. His messages present
a perspicuous array of facts as to the condition of the
State, and are often couched in forcible and elegant
diction.
The greatest excitement during his term of ofﬁce
was the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, by Con

rupled.
Before closing this account,we regret that we have
to say that Mr. Matteson, in all other respects an
upright man and a good Governor, was implicated
in a false re-issue of redeemed canai scrip, amount
ing to $224,182.66. By a suit in the Sangamon Cir
cuit Court the State recovered the principal and all
the interest excepting $27,500.

He died in the winter of 1872-15, at Chicago.
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*‘ ernor 1857—60, was born
if}; April 25, 1811, in the
_ State of New York,

near

_

' Painted Post, Yates County.
I") - His parents were obscure,
\
honest, God-fearing people,
who reared their children under the daily
example of industry and frugality, accord
ing to the custom of that class of Eastem

society. Mr. Bissell received a respecta
ble but not thorough academical education.
By assiduous application he acquired a

s93 .

knowledge of medicine, and in his early

manhood came West and located in Mon
roe County, this State, where he engaged in the
practice of that profession. But he was not enam
ored of his calling: he was swayed by a broader
ambition, to such an extent that the mysteries of the
healing art and its arduous duties failed to yield him
further any charms. In a few years he discovered
his choice of a profession to be a mistake, and when
he approached the age of 30 he sought to begin
anew. Dr. Bissell, no doubt unexpectedly to him
self, discovered a singular facility and charm of
speech, the exercise of which acquired for him a
ready local notoriety. It soon came to be under

a”

stood that he desired to abandon his profession and
take up that of the law. During terms of Court he
would spend his time at the county seat among the
members of the Bar, who extended to him a ready
welcome.
'
It was not strange, therefore, that he should drift

into public life. In 1840 he was elected as a Dem
ocrat to the Legislature from Monroe County, and
was an efﬁcient member of that body. On his re~
turn home he qualiﬁed himself for admissioli to the
Bar and speedily rose to the front rank as an advo
cate. His powers of oratory were captivating. With a
pure diction, charming and inimitable gestures,
clearness of statement, and a remarkable vein of sly
humor, his efforts before a jury told with irresistible
effect. He was chosen by the Legislature Prosecut
ing Attorney for the Circuit in which he lived, and
in that position he fully discharged his duty to the
State, gained the esteem of the Bar, and seldom
failed to convict the offender of the law.
In stature he was somewhat tall and slender, and
with a straight, military bearing, he presented a dis
tinguished appearance. His complexion was dark,
his head well poised, though not large, his address
pleasant and manner winning. He was exemplary
in his habits, a devoted husband and kind parent.
He was twice married, the ﬁrst time to Miss James,
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of Monroe County, by whom he had two children,
both daughters. She died soon after the year 1840,
and Mr. B. married for his second wife a daughter
of Elias K. Kane, previously a United States Senator
from this State. She survived him but a short time,
and died without issue.
When the war with Mexico was declared in 1846,
Mr. Bissell enlisted and was elected Colonel of his
regiment, over Hon. Don Morrison, by an almost
unanimous vote,—8o7 to 6. Considering the limited

opportunities he had had, he evinced a high order of
military talent. On the bloody ﬁeld of Buena Vista
he acquitted himself with intrepid and distinguished

ability, contributing with his regiment, the Second
Illinois, in no small degree toward saving the waver

ing fortunes of our arms during that long and ﬁercely
contested battle.
After his return home, at the close of the war, he
was elected to Congress, his opponents being the

Hons. P. B. Fouke and Joseph Gillespie. He served
two terms in Congress. He was an ardent politician.
During the great contest of 1850 he voted in favor
of the adjustment measures; but in 1854 he opposed
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise act and
therefore the Kansas-Nebraska bill of Douglas, and
thus became identiﬁed with the nascent Republican
party.

During his ﬁrst Congressional term, while the
Southern members were following their old practice
of intimidating the North by bullying language,
and claiming most of the credit for victories in the
Mexican War, and Jefferson Davis claiming for the
Mississippi troops all the credit for success at Buena
Vista, Mr. Bissell bravely defended the Northern
troops; whereupon Davis challenged Bissell to a duel,
which was accepted. This matter was brought up
against Bissell when he was candidate for Governor
and during his term of ofﬁce, as the Constitution of
this State forbade any duelist from holding a State
oﬁice.
In 1856, when the Republican party ﬁrst put forth
a candidate, John C. Fremont, for President of the
United States, the same party nominated Mr. Bissell
for Governor of Illinois, and John Wood, of Quincy,
for Lieutenant Governor, while the Democrats nomi

nated Hon. W. A. Richardson, of Adams County,

election was a plurality of 4,729 votes over Richard
son. The American, or Know-Nothing, party had a.
ticket in the ﬁeld. The Legislature was nearly bal
anced, but was politically opposed to the Governor.
His message to the Legislature was short and rather
ordinary, and was criticised for expressing the sup
posed obligations of the people to the incorporators
of the Illinois Central Railroad Company and for re
opening the slavery question by allusions to the
Kansas troubles. Late in the session an apportion
ment bill, based upon the State census of 1855, was
passed, amid much partisan strife. The Governor
at ﬁrst signed the bill and then vetoed it. A furious
debate followed, and the question whether the Gov
ernor had the authority to recall a signature was

referred to the Courts, that of last resort deciding in
favor of the Governor. Two years afterward another
outrageous attempt was made for a re-apportionment
and to gerrymander the State, but the Legislature
failed to pass the bill over the veto of the Governor.
It was during Gov. Bissell's administration that
the notorious canal scrip fraud was brought to light,
implicating ex-Gov. Matteson and other prominent
State oﬁicials. The principal and interest, aggregat
ing $255,500. was all recovered by the State except
ing $27,500. (See sketch of Gov. Matteson.)
In 1859 an attempt was discovered to fraudu
lently refund the Macalister and Stebbins bonds and
thus rob the State Treasury of nearly a quarter of a.

million dollars.

The State Government was impli

cated in this affair, and to this day remains unex
plained or unatoned for. For the above, and other

matters previously mentioned, Gov. Bissell has been
severely criticised, and he has also been most shame
fully libelled and slandered.
On account of exposure in the army, the remote
cause of a nervous form of disease gained entrance
into his system and eventually developed paraplegia,
affecting his lower extremities, which, while it left
his body in comparative health, deprived him ofloco
motion except by the aid of crutches. While he was
generally hopeful of ultimate recovery, this myste

rious disease pursued him, without once relaxing its
stealthy hold, to the close of his life, March 18,
1860, over nine months before the expiration of his
gubernatorial term, at the early age of 48 years. He

for Governor, and Col. R. J. Hamilton, of Cook died in the faith of the Roman Catholic Church, of
County, for Lieutenant Governor. The result of the l which he had been a member since r854.
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()HN WOOD, Governor 186o—r, and
the ﬁrst settler of Quincy, 111.,
was born in the town of Sempro
nius (now Moravia), Cayuga Co.,
N. Y., Dec. 20, 1798. He was

the second child and only son of
Dr. Daniel Wood. His mother,
nee Catherine Crause, was of

German parentage, and died
while he was an infant.
Dr.
Wood was a learned and skillful
physician, of classical attain
ments and proﬁcient in several
modern languages, who, after
serving throughout the Revolu
tionary War as a Surgeon, settled on theland granted
him by the Government, and resided there a re
spected and leading influence in his section until his

death, at the ripe age of 92 years.
The subject of this sketch, impelled by the spirit
of Western adventure then pervading everywhere,
left his home, Nov. 2, 1818, and passed the succeed
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18 x 20 feet, the ﬁrst building in Quincy, of which
he then became the ﬁrst and for some months the
only occupant.
About this time he visited his old friends in Pike
County, chief of whom was William Ross, the lead
ing man in building up the village of Atlas, of that
county, which was thought then to be the possible
commencement of a city. One day they and others
Were traveling together over the country between the
two points named, making observations on the com
parative merits of the respective localities. On ap
proaching the Mississippi near Mr. Wood's place
the latter told his companions to follow him and he
would show them where he was going to build a city.
They went about a mile off the main trail, to a high
point, from which the view in every direction was
most magniﬁcent, as it had been for ages and as yet
untouched by the hand of man. Before them swept
by the majestic Father of Waters, yet unburdened by
navigation.
After Mr. Wood had expatiated at
length on the advantages of the situation, Mr. Ross
replied, “But it's too near Atlas ever to amount to

¢ anything!"
Atlas is still a cultivated farm, and Quincy is a
mer he pushed on to Illinois, landing at Shawneetown.
ing winter in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The following sum

and spent the fall and following winter in Calhoun
County. In r820, in company with Willard Keyes,
he settled in Pike County, about 30 miles southeast
of Quincy, where for the next two years he pursued

farming.

In 1821 he visited “the Bluffs " (as the

present site of Quincy was called, then uninhabited)
and, pleased with its prospects, soon after purchased
a quarter-section ofland near by, and in the follow

ing fall (r822) erected near the river a small cabin,

city of over 30,000 population.
In 1824 Mr. Wood gave a newspaper notice,
as the law then prescribed, of his intention to apply
to the General Assembly for the formation of a new
county. This was done the following winter, result
ing in the establishment of the present Adams
County. During the next summer Quincy was se
lected as the county seat, it and the vicinity then
containing but four adult male residents and half
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that number of females.
Since that period Mr.
\Vood resided at the place of his early adoption un
til his death, and far more than any other man was

Quartermaster-General of the State, which position
he held throughout the war. In 1864 he took com

he identiﬁed with every measure of its progress and

whom he served until the period of enlistment ex
pired.
Politically, Gov. Wood was aIWays actively identi
ﬁed with the Whig and Republican parties. Few
men have in personal experience comprehended so
many surprising and advancing local changes as
vested in the more than half century recollections of
Gov. Wood. Sixty-four years ago a solitary settler

history, and almost continuously kept in public posi
tions.
He was one of the early town Trustees, and after
the place became a city he was often a member of
the City Council, many times elected Mayor, in the

face of a constant large opposition political majority.
In 1850 he was elected to the State Senate. In 1856,
on the organization of the Republican party, he was
chosen Lieutenant Governor of the State, on the

ticket with Wm. H. Bissell for Governor, and on the
death of the latter, March 18, 1860, he succeeded to

the Chief Executive chair, which be occupied until
Gov. Yates was inaugurated nearly ten months after
ward.
Nothing very marked characterized the adminis
tration of Gov. Wood. The great anti-slavery cam
paign of 1860, resulting in the election of the honest
Illinoisan, Abraham Lincoln, t0 the Presidency of the

mand as Colonel of the 137th Ill. Vol. Inf., with

on the "Bluffs," with no family, and no neighbor
within a score of miles, the world of civilization away
behind him, and the strolling red-man almost his
only visitant, he lived to see growing around him,
and under his auspices and aid, overspreading the
wild hills and scraggy forest at teaming city, second

only in size in the State, and surpassed nowhere in
beauty, prosperity and promise; whose people recog
nize as with a single voice the proverbial honor and
liberality that attach to the name and lengthened

life of their pioneer settler, “the old Governor.’I
Gov. Wood was twice married,—ﬁrst in January,

United States, occurred during the short period
while Mr. Wood was Governor, and the excitement

and issues of that struggle dominated over every
other consideration,—indeed, supplanted them in a
great measure. The people of Illinois, during all
that time, were passing the comparatively petty strifes
under Bissell’s administration to the overwhelming

issue of preserving the whole nation from destruction.
In 186r ex-Gov. Wood was one of the ﬁve Dele

gates from Illinois to the “Peace Convention ” at
Washington, and in April of the same year, on the
breaking our of the Rebellion, he was appointed

1826, to Ann M. Streeter, daughter of Joshua Streeter,
formerly of Salem, Washington Co., N. Y. They had
eight children. Mrs. W. died Oct. 8, 1863, and in
June, 1865, Gov. Wood married Mrs. Mary A., widow
of Rev. Joseph T. Holmes. Gov. Wood died June 4,

1880, at his residence in Quincy.

Four of his eight

children are now living, namely:

Ann E., wife of

Gen. John Tillsou; Daniel C., who married Mary J.
Abernethy; John, Jr., who married Josephine Skinner,

and Joshua 8., who married Annie Bradley.

The

last mentioned now resides at Atchison, Kansas, and
all the rest are still at Quincy.
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ICHARD YATES, the “War
Governor," 186t—4, was born
“ :
Jan. 18, 18t8, on the banks of
the Ohio River, at Warsaw,
Gallatin Co., Ky. His father
moved in 183i to Illinois, and‘
after stopping for a time in
Springﬁeld, settled at Island
Grove, Sangamon County.
Here,
after attending school, Richard joined
the family. Subsequently he entered
Illinois College at Jacksonville,
where, in 1837, he graduated with
ﬁrst honors. He chose for his pro
fession the law, the Hon. J. J. Har

din being his instructor.

After ad

mission to the Bar he soon rose to distinction as an
advocate.
Gifted with a ﬂuent and ready oratory, he soon
appeared in the political httstings, and, being a
passionate admirer of the great Whig leader of the
\Vest. Henry Clay, he joined his political fortunes to
The party of his idol. In 1840 he engaged with great
ardor in the exciting “hard cider " campaign for
rfarrison. Two years later he was elected to the
Legislature from Morgan County, a Democratic
stronghold.

He served three or four terms in the

Legislature, and such was the fascination of his ora
'ory that by 1850 his large Congressional District.
extending from Morgan and Sangatnon Counties
north to include LaSalle, unanimously tendered him

tue Whig nomination for Congress.

His Democratic

opponent was Maj. Thomas L. Harris, a very pop
:lar man who had won distinction at the battle of
Zerro Gordo, in the Mexican War, and who had
Qcaten Hon. Stephen T. Logan for the same position,

r ;

two years before, by a large majority. Yates was
elected. Two years later he was re-elected, over
John Calhoun.
It was during Yates second term in Congress that
the great question of the repeal of the Missouri Com
promise was agitated, and the bars laid down for re
opening the dreaded anti-slavery question. He took
strong grounds against the repeal, and thus became
identiﬁed with the rising Republican party. Conse

quently he fell into the minority in his district, which
was pro-slavery. Even then, in a third contest, he
fell behind Major Harris only 200 votes, after the
district had two years before given Pierce 2,000
majority for President.
The Republican State Convention of r860 met at
Decatur May 9, and nominated for the ofﬁce of Gov
ernor Mr. Yates, in preference to Hon. Norman B_
Judd, of Chicago, and Leonard Swett, of Blooming
ton, two of the ablest men of the State, who were

also candidates before the Convention.

Francis A.

Hoffman, of DuPage County, was nominated for

Lieutenant Governor. This was the year when Mr.
Lincoln was a candidate for President, a period re
membered as characterized by the great whirlpool
which precipitated the bloody War of the Rebellion.
The Douglas Democrats nominated J. C. Allen of
Crawford County, for Governor, and Lewis W. Ross,

of Fulton County, for Lieutenant Governor. The
Breckenridge Democrats and the Bell-Everett party
had also full tickets in the ﬁeld. After a rn05t fear
ful campaign, the result of the election gave Mr.
Yates 172,196 votes, and Mr. Allen 159,253. Mr.
Yates received over a thousand more votes than did
Mr. Lincoln himself.
Gov. Yates occupied the chair of State during the
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most critical period of our country's history. In the
fate of the nation was involved that of each State.
The life struggle of the former derived its sustenance
from the loyalty of the latter; and ~Gov. Yates
seemed to realize the situation, and proved himself
both loyal and wise in upholding the Government.

He had a deep hold upon the affections of the
people, won by his moving eloquence and genial
manners. Erect and symmetrical in person, of pre
possessing appearance, with a. winning address and a
magnetic power, few men possessed more of the ele
ments of popularity. His oratory was scholarly and
captivating, his hearers hardly knowing why they
were transported. He was social and convivial. In
the latter respect he was ultimately carried too far.

YA TES.
and to the re-establishmentof one for the “happiness,

prosperity and freedom of the citizens,” limited only
by the Federal Constitution. Notwithstanding the
law calling the Conyention required its members to
take an oath to support the Constitution of the State
as well as that of the general Government, they
utterly refused to take such oath. They also as
sumed legislative powers and passed several import
ant “laws! ” Interfering with the (then) present
executive duties, Gov. Yates was provoked to tell

them plainly that “ he did not acknowledge the right
of the Convention to instruct him in the performance

of his duty."
In 1863 the Governor astonished the DemOCrats
by “ proroguing " their Legislature. This body, after

The very creditable military efforts of this State

a recess, met June 2, that year, and soon began to

during the War of the Rebellion, in putting into the
ﬁeld the enormous number of about 200,000 soldiers,
were ever promptly and ably seconded by his excel
lency; and the was ambitious to deserve the title of

waste time upon various partisan resolutions; and,
while the two houses were disagreeing upon the
question of adjourning sine die, the Governor, having
the authority in such cases, surprised them all by

“the soldier's friend." Immediately after the battle of

adjourning them “to the Saturday next preceding the

Shiloh he repaired to the ﬁeld of carnage to look
after the wounded, and his appeals for aid were
promptly responded to by the people. His procla

ﬁrst Monday in January, 1865 !" This led to great
excitement and confusion, and to a. reference of the
Governor's act to the Supreme Court, who decided in
his favor. Then it was the Court's turn to receive
abuse for weeks and months afterward.
During the autumn of 1864 a conspiracy was de
tected at Chicago which had for its object the liber
ation of the prisoners of war at Camp Douglas, the
burning of the city and the inauguration of rebellion
in the North. Gen. Sweet, who had charge of the

mations calling for volunteers were impassionate
appeals, urging upon the people the duties and re
quirements of patriotism; and his special message
in 1863 to the Democratic Legislature of this State
pleading for material aid for the sick and wounded
soldiers of Illinois regiments, breathes a deep fervor

of noble sentiment and feeling rarely equaled in
beauty or felicity of expression. Generally his mes

sages on political and civil affairs were able and com
prehensive. During his administration, however,
there were no civil events of an engrossing character,
although two years of his time were replete with
.partisan quarrels of great bitterness. Military ar
rests, Knights of the Golden Circle, riot in Fulton
County, attempted suppression of the Chicago Times
and the usurping State Constitutional Convention of
1862, were the chieflocal topics that were exciting
during the Governor's term. This Convention assem
bled Jan. 7, and at once took the high position that
'he law' calling it was no longer binding, and that it
rad supreme power; that it represented a virtual
assemblage of the whole people of the State, and was

sovereign in the exercise of all power necessary to
effect av peaceable revolution of the State Government

camp at the time, ﬁrst had his suspicions of danger

aroused by a number of enigmatically worded letters
which passed through the Camp postoﬁice. A de
tective afterWard discovered that the rebel Gen.
Marmaduke was in the city, under an assumed
name, and he, with other rebel oﬁicers—Grenfell,
Morgan, Cantrell, Buckner Morris, and Charles
Walsh—was arrested, most of whom were convicted
bya court-martial at Cincinnati and sentenced to
imprisonment,—Grenfell to be hung. The sentence
of the latter was afterward commuted to imprison
ment for life, and all the others, after nine months'
imprisonment, were pardoned.
In March, 1873, Gov. Yates was appointed a GOV
ernment Director of the Union Paciﬁc Railroad. in
which ofﬁce he continued until his decease, at St.
Louis, Mo., on the 27th of November following.
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Riel’mrd J. Qtylesby.

ICHARD ]. OGLESBY, Gov
ernor 1865—8, and re-elected
in 1872 and 1884, was born

July 25, 1824, in Oldham C0.,
_
Ky.,—the State which might
v o. be considered the “ mother of

' " Illinois Governors." Bereft of
his parents at the tender age
of eight years, his early education
was neglected. When 12 years of
age, and after he had worked a year
and a half at the carpenter's trade,
he removed with an uncle, Willis
Oglesby, into whose care he had
been committed, to Decatur, this
State, where he continued his ap
prenticeship as a mechanic, working six months for'
Hon. E. O. Smith.
In 1844 he commenced studying law at Spring
ﬁeld, with Judge Silas Robbins, and read with him
one year. He was admitted to the Bar in 1845, and

_
rs

pany of eight men, Henry Prather being the leader.
In 1852 he returned hozne to Macon County, and
was placed that year by the Whig party on the ticket
of Presidential Electors. In 1856 he visited Europe,
Asia and Africa, being absent 20 months. On his
return home he resumed the practice oflaw, as a
member of the ﬁrm of Gallagher, Wait & Oglesby.
In 1858 he was the Republican nominee for the
Lower House of Congress, but was defeated by the
Hon. James C. Robinson, Democrat. In 1860 he
was elected to the Illinois State Senate; and on the

evening the returns of this election were coming in.
Mr. Oglesby had a ﬁsticuff encounter with “Cerro
Gordo Williams," in which he came out victorious.
and which was regarded as “the ﬁrst ﬁght of the
Rebellion." The following spring, when the war
had commenced in earnest, his ardent nature
quickly responded to the demands of patriotism and

he enlisted.

The extra session of the Legislature

elected hiln Colonel of the Eighth Illinois Infantry,
the second one in the State raised to suppress the

commenced the practice of his chosen profession at

great Rebellion.

Sullivan, the county seat of Moultrie County.
The next year the war with Mexico was com
menced, and in june, 1846, Mr. Oglesby volunteered,
was elected First Lieutenant of Co. C, Fourth Illinois
Regiment of Volunteers, and participated in the bat
tles of Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo.
On his return he sought to perfect his law studies
by attending a course of lectures at Louisville, but
on the breaking out of the California “gold feVer " in
1849, he crossed the plains arid mountains to the
new Eldorado, driving a six-mule team, with a com

He was shortly entrusted with important com
mands. For a time he was stationed at Bird's Point
and Cairo; in April he was promoted Brigadier Gen~
eral; at Fort Donelson his brigade was in the van,

,

being stationed on the right of General Grant's army
and the ﬁrst brigade to be attacked. He lost 500
men before re-inforcements arrived. Many of these
men were from Macon County. He was engaged in
the battle of Corinth, and, in a brave charge at this
place, was shot in the left lung with an ounce ball,
and was carried from the ﬁeld in expectation Of im
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mediate death. That rebel ball he carries to this
day. On his partial recovery he was promoted as
Major General, for gtllantry, his commission to rank
front November, 1862. In the spring of 1863 he
was assigned to the command of the 16th Army
Corps, but, owing to inability from the effects of his
wound, he relinquished this command in July. that

Southern Penitentiary, and the canal enlargement
and Illinois River improvement, dominated every

thing else.
During the year 1872, it became evident that if
the Republicans could re-elect Mr. Oglesby to th;
ofﬁce of Governor, they could also elect him to the

Gen. Grant, however, refused to accept his

United States Senate, which they desired to do.
Accordingly they re-nontinnted him for the Execu

resignation, and he was detailed, in December follow<

tive chair, and placed upon the ticket with him for

ing, to court-m trtial and try the Surgeon General of

Lieutenant Governor, John L. Beveridge, of Cook
County. On the other side the Democrats put into
the ﬁeld Gustavus Koerner for Governor and John
C. Black for Lieutenant Governor. The election
gave the Republican ticket mijorities ranging from
35,334 to 56,r74,—the Democratic defection being
caused mainly by their having an old-time Whig and
Abolitionist, Horace Greeley, on the national ticket
for President. According to the general understand
ing had beforehand, as so an as the Legislature met
it elected Gov. Oglesby to the United States Senate,
whereupon Mr. Beveridge became Governor. Sena
tor Oglesby's term eXpired March 4, 1879, having
served his party faithfully and exhibited an order of
statesmanship beyond criticism.
During the campaign of 1884 Mr. Oglesby was

year.

the Army at Washington, where he remained until
May, 1864, wh:n he returned home.
The Republican, or Union, State Convention of
1864 was held at Springﬁeld, May 25, when Mr.

Oglesby was nominated for the office of Governor,
while other candidates before the Convention were
Allen C. Fuller, of Boone, Jesse K. Dubois, of Sanga
mon, and John M. Palmer, of Macoupin.

Wm.

llross, of Chicago, was nominated for Lieutenant
Governor.
On the Democratic State ticket were
James C. Robinson, of Clark, for Governor, and S.
Corning Judd, of Fulton, for Lieutenant Governor.
The general election gave Gen. Oglesby a majority
of about 31,000 votes. The Republicans had also a
majority in hch the Legislature and in the repre
sentzttion in Congress.
Gov. Oglesby was duly inaugurated Jan. 17, 1865.
The day before the ﬁrst time set for his installation
(1: tth visited his h )11‘3 at Decatur, and took front it
his only son, an intelligent and sprightly lad of six
years, a great favorite of the bereaved parents. This
caused the inauguration to be postponed a week.

The political events of the Legislative session of
r865 were the election of ex-Gov. Yates to the
United States Senate, and the ratiﬁcation of the 13th
amend nent to the Constitution of the United States,
abolishing slavery. This session also signalized
itself by repealing the notorious “blacklaws,” part
of which, although a dead letter, had held their place

upon the statute books since 1819. Also, la.vs re
quiring the registration of voters, and establishing a
State Board of Equalization, were passed by this Leg
islature. But the same body evinced that it was cor
ruptly inﬂuenced by a mercenary lobby, as it adopted
some bad legislation, over the Governor's veto, nota
bly an amendment to a charter for a Chicago horse
railway, granted in 1859 for 25 years, and now
sought to be extended 99 years. As this measure
was promptly passed ovrr his veto by both branches
of the Legislature, he deemed it useless further to
attempt to check their headlong career. At this
session no law of a general useful character or public
interest was perfected, unless we count such the
turning over of the canal to Chicago to be deepened.
The session of 1867 was still more productive of
private and special acts. Many omnibus bills were
met. sed, and some passed. The contests over the
.acation of the Industrial College, the Capital, the

v

nominated for a “third term" as Executive of the
State of Illinois, against Carter H. Harrison, Mayor
of Chicago, nominated by the Democrats. Both
gentlemen 1‘ stumped " the State, and while the p30~
ple elected a Legislature which was a tie on a joint
ballot, as between the two parties, they gave the

jovial “ Dick " Oglesby a majority of 15,018 for Gov
ernor, and he was inaugurated Jan. 30, 1885. The
Legislature did not fully organize until this date, on
account of its equal division between the two main
parties and the consequent desperate tactics of each
party to checkmate the latter in the organization of
the House.
Gov. Oglesby is a ﬁne-appearing, affable man, with
regular, well deﬁned features and rotund face. In
stature he is a little above medium height, of a large
frame and somewhat fleshy. His physical appear~
ance is striking and prepossessing, while his straight
out, not to say bluff, manner and speech are weli.
calculated favorably to impress the average masses.
Ardent in feeling and strongly committed to the pol
icies of his party, he intensiﬁes Republicanism
among Republicans, while at the same time hisjovia‘.
and liberal manner prevents those of the opposite
party from hating him.
He is quite an effective stump orator. With Vehc
ment, passionate and scornful tone and gesture -.
tremendous physical power, which in speaking he
exercises to the utmost; with frequent descents t)
the grotesque; and with abundant homely compari
sons or frontier ﬁgures, expressed in the broadest
vernacular and enforced with stentorian emphasis,

he delights a promiscuous audience beyond measure
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ﬁrst canvass for Congress. Young, eloquent and in
political accord with Mr. Palmer, he won his conﬁ

Ky,

dence, ﬁred his ambition and ﬁxed his purpose. The

Sept. r3, 1817. During his in
fancy, his father, who had been
a soldier in the war of r8r2, re

following winter, while teaching near Canton, he be
gan to devote his spare time to a desultory reading
of law, and in the spring entered a law oﬂice at Car

mmed

linville, making his home with his elder brother,

ernor

r869—72,

Eagle

Creek,

to

was
Scott

Christian

born
Co.,

Co., Ky.,

where lands were cheap. Here
the future Governor of the great
Prairie State spent his childhood
and received such meager school
ing as the new and sparsely set
tled country afforded. To this
he added materially by diligent

"

-'

only aptitude.

Elihu.

(The latter was a learned clergyman, ofcon

siderable orginality of thought and doctrine.)

On

the next meeting of the Supreme Court he was ad
mitted to the Bar, Douglas being one of his examiners.

He was not immediately successful in his profession,
and would have located elsewhere than Carlinville
had he the requisite means. Thus his early povertv

reading, for which he evinced an

was a blessing in disguise, for to it he now attributes

His father, an ardent Jackson man,

the success of his life.
From 1839 on, while he diligently pursued his
profession, he participated more or less in local
politics. In 1843 he became Probate Judge. Ir
1847 he was elected to the State Constitutional Can
vention, where he took a leading part. In 1852 h;
was elected to the State Senate, and at the special
session of February, 1854, true to the anti‘slaver)

was also notsd for his anti-slavery sentiments, which

he thoroughly impressed upon his children. In 1831
he emigrated to Illinois, settling in Madison County.
Here the labor of improving a farm was pursued for
abt-ut two years, when the death of Mr. Palmer’s
mother broke up the family. About this time Alton

College was opened, on the

H

manual labor " system,

and in the spring of 1834 young Palmer, with his

sentiments bred in him, he took a ﬁrm stand in op

elder brother, Elihu, entered this school and remained
r8 months. Next, for over three years, he tried

position to the repeal of the Missouri Compromise,

variously coopering, peddling and school-teaching.

During the summer of 1838 he formed the ac
quaintance of Stephen A. Douglas, then making his

and when the Nebraska question became a party
issue he refused to receive a re-nomination for tln
Senatorship at the hands of the Democracy, issuin;
a circular to that effect. A few weeks afterward.
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however, hesitating to break with his party, he par

didature for the ofﬁce.

ticipated in a Congressional Convention which nomi

election gave Mr. Palmer a majority of 44,707 over

T. L. Harris against Richard Yates, and which
nnqualiﬁedly approved the principles of the Kansas
Nebraska act. But laterin the campaign he made
the plunge, ran for the Senate as an Anti-Nebraska
Democrat, and was elected. The following winter
he put in nomination for the _United States Senate

John R. Eden, the Democratic nominee.

Mr. Trumbull, and was one of the ﬁve steadfast men

who voted for him until all the Whigs came to their
support and elected their man.
In 1856 he was Chairman of the Republican State
Convention at Bloomington. He ran for Congress in
1859, but was defeated. In 1860 he was Republican
Presidential Elector for the State at large. In 1861
he was appointed one of the ﬁve Delegates (all Re
publicans) sent by Illinois to the peace congress at
Washington.
When the civil conﬂict broke out, he offered his

services to his country, and was elected Colonel of the
14th Ill. Vol. Inf., and participated in the engagements
at Island No. to; at Farlrtington, where he skillfully
extricated his command from a dangerous position;
at Stone River, where his division for several hours,
Dec. 3r, r862, held the advance and stood like a

rock, and for his gallantry there he was made Major
General; at Chickamauga, where his and Van Cleve's
divisions for two hours maintained their position
when they were cut off by overpowering numbers.
Under Gen. Sherman, he was assigned to the 14th

Army Corps and participated in the Atlanta campaign.
At Peach-Tree Creek his prudence did much to avert
disaster. In February, 1865, Gen. Palmer was as
signed to the military administration of Kentucky,
which was a delicate post. That State was about
half rebel and half Union, and those of the latter
element were daily fretted by the loss of their slaves.
He, who had been bred to the rules of common law,

trembled at the contemplation of his extraordinary
power owr the persons and property of his fellow
men, with which he was vested in his capacity as
military Governor; and he exhibited great caution in
the execution of the duties of his post._
Gen. Palmer was nominated for Governor of Illi

nois by the Republican State Convention which met
at Peoria May 6, r868, and his nomination would
probably have been made by acclamation had he not
persistently declared that he could not accept a can

The result of the ensuing

On the meeting of the Legislature in January,
r869, the ﬁrst thing to arrest public attention was
that portion of the Governor's message which took
broad State's rights ground. This and some minor
points, which were tnore in keeping with the Demo
cratic sentiment, constituted the e itering wedge f)l'
the criticisms and reproofs he afterward received
from the Republican party, and ultimately resulted
in his entire aleniation from the latter eletnent. The
Legislature just referred to was noted for the intro
duction of numerous bills in the interest of private
parties, which were embarrassing to the Governor.
Among the public acts passed was that which limited
railroad charges for passenger travel to a maximum
of three cents per mile; and it was passed over the

Governor's veto. Also, they passed, over his veto,
the “tax-grabbing law " to pay railroad subscriptions,
the Chicago Lake Front bill, etc. The new State
Constitution of 1870, far superior to the old, was a
peaceful “ revolution " which took place during Gov.
Palmer's term of ofﬁce. The suffering caused by the
great Chicago Fire of October, 187r, was greatly
alleviated by the prompt responses ofhis excellency.
Since the expiration of Gov. Palmeis’s term, he has

been somewhat prominent in Illinois politics, and
has been talked of by many, especially in the Dem
ocratic party, as the best man in the State for a
United States Senator. His business during life has
been that of the law. Few excel him in an accurate
appreciation of the depth and scope of its principles
The great number of his able veto messages abun
dantly testify not only this but also a rare capacity to
point them out. He is a logical and cogent reasoner
and an interesting, forcible and convincing speaker,
though not ﬂuent or ornate. Without brilliancy, his
dealings are rather with facts and ideas than with
appeals to passions and prejudices. He is a patriot
and a statesman of very high order. Physically he is
above the medium height, of robust frame, ruddy

complexion and sanguine-nervous temperament

He

has a large cranial development, is vivacious, social
in disposition, easy of approach, nnostentatious in his
habits of life, democratic in his habits and manners

and is a true American in his fundamental principle!
of statesmanship.
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OHN LOVVRIE BEVER
IDGE, Governor r87 3-6, was
born in the town of Green
wich, Washington Co., N. Y.,
July 6, 1824.
His parents
were George and Ann Bever

Washington C0,, N. Y., with their
ﬁrst-born, whose “ native land " was
the wild ocean. His parents and
grandparents lived beyond the time
allotted to man, their average age
being over 80 years. They belonged to the “ Asso

America from the old Scotch school; and so rig'd
was the training of young Beveridge that he never
heard a sermon from any other minister except that
of his own denomination until he was in his 19th
year. Later in life he became a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, which relation he still
holds.
Mr. Beveridge received a good common-school ed
ucation, but his parents, who could obtain a livelihood
only by rigid economy and industry, could not send
him away to college. He was raised upon a farm,
and was in his r8th year when the family removcd
to De Kalb County, this State, when that section was
very sparsely settled. Chicago had less than 7,000
inhabitants. In this wild West he continued as a
farm laborer, teaching school during the winter
months to supply the means ofan education. In the
fall of 1842 he attended one term at the academy at
Granville, Putnam Co., 111., and subsequently several
terms at the Rock River Seminary at Mount Morris,
Ogle Co., Ill., completingthe academic course. At
this time, the fall of r845, his parents and brothers
were anxious to have him go to college, even though
he had not money sufﬁcient; but, n ,t willing to bur
den the family, he packed his trunk and with only

ciate Church," a seceding Presbyterian body of

$40 in money started South to seek his fortune

idge.

His father's parents, An

drew and Isabel Beveridge, be
fore their marriage emigrated
from Scotland just before the
Revolutionary War, settling in
Washington County. His father

was the eldest dfeight brothers, the
youngest of whom was 60 years of
age when the ﬁrst one of the num

ber died.

His mother's parents,

James and Agnes Hoy, emigrated
from Scotland at the close of the

Revolutionary War, settling also in

17 2
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Poor, alone, without friends and inﬂuence, he thus

entered upon the battle of life.
First, he taught school in Wilson, Overton and
Jackson Cos., Tenn., in which experience he under
went considerable mental drill, both in book studies
and in the ways of the world. He read law and was
admitted to the Bar, in the South, but did not learn
to love the institution of slavery, although he ad
mired many features of Southern character. In De
cember, 1847, he returned North, and Jan. 20, 1848,
he married Miss Helen M. Judson, in the old Clark

Street M. E. church in Chicago, her father at that
time being Pastor ofthe society there. In the spring
of 1848 he returned with his wife to Tennessee,
where his two children. Alla May and Philo Judson,
were born.
,
In the fall of 1849, through the mismanagement
of an associate, he lost what little he had accumu

lated and was left in debt. He soon managed to
earn means to pay his debts, returned to De Kalb
Co., 111., and entered upon the practice of his pro
fession at Sycamore, the county seat. On arrival
from the South he had but one-quarter of a dollarin
money, and scanty clothing and bedding for himself

and family.

He borrowed alittle money, practiced

law, worked in public ofﬁces, kept books for some of
the business men of the town, and some railroad en
gineering, till the spring of 1854, when he removed
to Evanston, 12 miles north of Chicago, a place then
but recently laid out, under the supervision of the
Northwestern University, a Methodist institution.
Of the latter his father-iri-law was then ﬁnancial
agent and business manager. Here Mr. Beveridge
prospered, and the next year (1855) opened a law
ofﬁce in Chicago, where he found the battle some
what hard; but he persevered with encouragement
and increasing success.
Aug. 12, 1861, his law partner, Gen. John F.

Farnsworth, secured authority to raise a regiment of
cavalry, and authorized Mr. Beveridge to raise a
company forit. He succeeded in a few days in rais
ing the company, of course enlisting himself along
with it. The regiment rendezvoused at St. Charles,
Ill., was mustered in Sept. 18, and on its organiza
tion Mr. B. was elected Second Major. It was at
tached, Oct. 11, to the Eighth Cavalry and to the
Army of the Potomac. He served with the regiment
until November, 1863, participating in some 40 bat

tles and skirmishes: was at Fair Oaks, the seven days
ﬁght around Richmond, Fredericksburg, Chancellors
ville and Gettysburg. He commanded the regiment
the greater part ofthe summer of i 863, and it was while
lying in camp this year that he originated the policy
of encouraging recruits as well as the ﬁghting capac
ity of the soldiery, by the wholesale furlough system
It worked so well that many other ofﬁcers adopted
it. In the fall of this year he recruited anothercom'
pany, against heavy odds, in January, 1864, was
commissioned Colonel of the 17th Ill. Cav., and
skirmished around in Missouri, concluding with the

reception of the surrender of Gen. Kirby Smith's
army in Arkansas. In 1865 he commanded various
sub-districts in the Southwest. He was mustered
out Feb. 6, 1866, safe from the casualties of war and
a stouter man than when he ﬁrst enlisted. His men
idolized him.
He then returned to Chicago, to practice law, with
no library and no clientage, and no political experi
ence except to help others into oﬁice. In the fall of
1866 he was elected Sheriff of Cook County, serving
one term; next, until November, 1870, he practiced
law and closed up the unﬁnished business of his
ofﬁce. He was then elected State Senator; in No
vember, 1871, he was elected Congressman at large;
in November, 1872, he was elected Lieutenant Gov
ernor on the ticket with Gov. Oglesby; the latter be

in g elected to the U. S. Senate, Mr. Beveridge became
Governor, Jan. 21, 1873.

Thus, inside of a. few

weeks, he was Congressman at large, Lieutenant

Governor and Governor.

The principal events oc

curring during Gov. Beveridge's administration were:
The completion of the revision ofthe statutes, begun
in 1869; the partial success of the “ farmers' move

ment;" “ Haines' Legislature " and Illinois' exhibit at
the Centennial.
Since the close of his gubernatorial term ex-Govv
Beveridge has been a member of the ﬁrm of Bever
idge & Dewey, bankers and dealers in commercial

paper at 71 Dearborn Street (McCormick Block),
Chicago, and since November, 1881, he has also been
Assistant United States Treasurer? ofﬁce in the
Government Building. His residence is still at Ev
anston.

He has a brother and twp sisters yet residing in
De Ka'b County—James H. Beveridge, Mrs. Jennet
Henry and Mrs. Isabel French.
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HELBY M. CULLOM, Gover
nor 1877—83, is the sixth child
of the late Richard N. Cullom,

and was born Nov. 2.2, 1829,in
Wayne Co., Ky., where his fa
ther then resided, and whence

both the Illinois and Tennessee
branches of the family originated. In
. the following year the family emi
grated to the vicinity of Washington,
Tazewcll Co., Ill., when that section
was very sparsely settled. They lo
cated on Deer Creek, in a grove at
the time occupied by a party of In—
dians, attracted there by the superior
hunting and ﬁshing afforded in that

vicinity. The following winter was
known as the “hard winter," the snow 'being very
deep and lasting and the weather severely cold; and
the family had to subsist mainly on boiled corn or
hominy, and some wild game, for several weeks. In
the course of time Mr. R. N. Cullom became a prom
incnt citizen and was several times elected to the
Legislature, both before and after the removal of the
capital front Vandalia to Springﬁeld. He died about
r87 3.
Until about 19 years of age young Cullom grew up
to agricultural pursuits, attending school as he had
opportunity during the winter. Within this time,
however, he spent sevural months teachinu school.

If»

,

‘

"~ -. ._

@‘ULLOM.

.

'"

'.,‘

J

Y

f
m

;,Tﬁa'ii;;_
.-;'“.f?‘
.1;
5 '. _.' \
g

g

\

and in the following summer he “ broke prairie "with
an ox team for the neighbors. With the money ob
tained by these various ventures, he undertook a
course of study at the Rock River Seminary, a
Methodist institution at Mt. Morris, Ogle County;
but the sudden change to the in-door life ofa stu
dent told severely upon his health,and he was taken
home, being considered in a hopeless condition. While
at Mt. Morris he heard Hon. E. B. Washburne make

his ﬁrst speech.
On recovering health, Mr. Cullom concluded to
study law, under the instruction of Abraham Lincoln,
at Springﬁeld, who had by this time attained some
notoriety as an able lawyer; but the latter, being ab
sent from his ofﬁce most of the time, advised Mr.
Cullom to enter the ofﬁce of Stuart & Edwards.
After about a year of study there, however, his health
failed again, and he was obliged to return once more
to out-door life. Accordingly he bought hogs for
packing, for A. G. Tyng, in Peoria, and while he re
gained his health he gained in purse, netting $400 in
a few weeks. Having been admitted to the Bar, he
went to Springﬁeld, where he was soon elected City
Attorney, on the Anti-Nebraska ticket.

In r856 he ran on the Fillmore ticket as a Presi
dential Elector, and, although failing to be elected as

such, he was at the same time elected a Representa
tive in the Legislature from Sangamon County, by a
local coalition of the American and Republican par
ties. On the organization of the House, he receiVed

the vote of the Fillmore men for Speaker. Practici 4

Sl/ELB Y M CULLO/ll.

r76

law until 1860, he was again elected to the Legisla
ture, as a Republican, while the county went Demo

cratic on the Presidential ticket.

In January follow

ing he was elected Speaker, probably the youngest

man who had ever presided over an Illinois Legis
lature.

After the session of 1861, he was a candidate

for the State Constitutional Convention called for
that year, but was defeated, and thus escaped the

disgrace of being connected with that abortive party
scheme to revolutionize the State Government.

In

1862 he was a candidate for the State Senate, but

was defeated.

The same year, however, he was ap

farmer and manufacturer, and A. A. Glenn.

The

result of the election was rather close, Mr. Cullom
obtaining only 6,800 majority. He was inaugurated
Jan. 8, 1877.
Great depression prevailed in ﬁnancial circles at
this time, as a consequence of the heavy failures of
1873 and afterward, the effect of which had seemed
to gather force from that time to the end of Gov.
Cullom's ﬁrst administration. This unspeculative
period was not calculated to call forth any new
issues, but the Governor's energies were at one time
put to task to quell a spirit of insubordination that

pointed by President Lincoln on a Government

had been begun in Pittsburg, Pa.,among the laboring

Commission, in company with Gov. Boutwell of

classes, and transferred to Illinois at Chicago, East

Massachusetts and Charles A. Dana, since of the

St. Louis and Braidwood, at which places laboring

New York Sun, to investigate the affairs of the
Quartermaster's and Commissary Departments at
Cairo. He devoted several months to this duty.
In 1864 he entered upon a larger political ﬁeld,

men for a short time refused to work or allow others
to work. These disturbances Were soon quelled and

being nominated as the Republican candidate for
Congress from the Eighth (Springﬁeld) District, in

the wheels of industry again set in motion.
In May, 1880, Gov. Cullom was re-nominated by
the Republicans, against Lyman Trumbull, by the
Democrats; and although the former party was some

opposition to the incumbent, John T. Stuart, who had

what handicapped in the campaign by a zealous

been elected in 1862 by about 1,500 majority over
Leonard Swett, then of Bloomington, now of Chicago.
The result was the election of Mr. Cullom in Novem
ber following by a majority of 1,785. In 1866 he
was re-elected to Congress, over Dr. E. S. Fowler, by
the magniﬁcent majority of 4,103! In 1868 he was
again a candidate,defeating the Hon. B. S. Edwards,
another of his old preceptors, by 2,884 votes.
During his ﬁrst term in Congress he served on the
Committee on Foreign Affairs and Expenditures in
the Treasury Department; in his second term, on
the Committees on Foreign Affairs and on Territories;
and in his third term he succeeded Mr. Ashley, of
Ohio, to the Chairmanship of the latter. He intro
duced a bill in the House, to aid in the execution of
law in Utah, which caused more consternation among
the Mormons than any measure had previously, but
which, though it passed the House, failed to pass the
Senate.

faction opposed to Grant for President and to Grant
men for ofﬁce generally, Mr. Cullom was re-elected
by about 314,565, to 277,532 forthe Democratic State
ticket. The Greenback vote at the same time was
about 27,000. Both Houses of the Legislature again
became Republican, and no representative of the

The Republican Convention which met May 25,
r876, nominated Mr. Cullom for Governor, while the
other contestant was Gov. Beveridge. For Lieuten
ant-Governor they nominated Andrew Shuman, editor
of the Chicago journal. For the same ofﬁces the
Democrats, combining with the Anti-Monopolists,

placed in nomination Lewis Steward, a wealthy

Greenback or Socialist parties were elected. Gov.
Cullom was inaugurated Jan. 10, 1881. In his mes
sage he announced that the last dollar of the State
debt had been provided for.
March 4, 1883, the term of David Davis as United
States Senator from Illinois expired, and Gov. Cul
lom was chosen to succeed him. This promoted
Lieutenant-Governor John M. Hamilton to the Gov
ernorship. Senator Cullom's term in the United
States Senate will expire March 4, 1889.
As a practitioner oflaw Mr. C. has been a member
of the ﬁrm of Cullom, Scholes & Mather, at Spring

ﬁeld; and he has also been President of the State
National Bank.
He has been married twice,—the ﬁrst time Dec.
12, 1855, to Miss Hannah Fisher, by whom he had
two daughters; and the second time May 5, 1863,
to Julia Fisher. Mrs. C is a member of the Method

ist Episcopal Church, with which religious body Mr.
C. is also in sympathy.
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OHN MARSHALL HAMIL
_ TON, Governor 1883—5, was
born May 28, 1847, in a log
house upon a fartn about two
miles from Richwoud, Union

County, Ohio.

His father was

Samuel Hamilton, the eldest son
of Rev. Wm. Hamilton, who, to
gether with his brother, the Rev.
Samuel Hamilton, was among the
Ohio.

The mother of the subject of

this sketch was, before her marriage,

Mrs. Nancy McMorris, who was
born and raised in Fauquier or Lou
'
doun County, Va., and related to the
two large families of Youngs and Marshalls, well
known in that commonwealth; and from the latter

family name was derived the middle name of Gov.
Hamilton.
In March, r854, Mr. Hamilton's father sold out
his little pioneer forest home in Union County, 0.,

and, loading his few household effects and family
(of six children) into two emigrant covered wagons,
moved to Roberts Township, Marshall Co., Ill., being

2r days on the route. Swamps, unbridged streams
and innumerable hardships and privations met them
on their way. Their new home had been previously
selected by the father. Here, after many long years
of toil, they succeeded in paying for the land and
making a comfortable home. John was, of course,

brought up to hard manual labor, with no schooling

exeept three or four months in the year at a common
country school. However, he evinced a capacity
and taste for a. high order of self-education, by
studying or reading what books he could borrow, as
the family had but very few in the house. Much of
his study be prosecuted by the light of a log ﬁre in
the old-fashioned chimney place. The ﬁnancial
panic of 1857 caused the family to come near losing
their home, to pay debts; but the father and two
sons, William and John, “buckled to " and perse
vered in hard labor and economy until they redeemed
their place from the mortgagev

When the tremendous excitement of the political
campaign of 1860 reached the neighborhood of Rob
erts Township, young Hamilton, who had been
brought up in the doctrine of anti-slavery, took a zeal

ous part in favor of Lincoln's election. Making Special
efforts to procure a little money to buy a uniform, he
joined a company of Lincoln Wide-Awakes at Mag
nolia, a village not far away. Directly after the
ensuing election it became evident that trouble
would ensue with the South, and this Wide-Awake
company, like many others throughout the country,
kept up its organization and transformed itself into a
military company. During the ensuing summer they
met often for drill and became proﬁcient; but when
they offered themselves for the war, young Hamilton
was rejected on account of his youth, he being then
but r4 years of age. During the winter of [863—4 he

attended an academy at Henry, Marshall County,

r80
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and in the following May he again enlisted, for the
fourth time, when he was placed in the r4|st Ill.
Vol. Inf., a regiment then being raised at Elgin, Ill.,

for the roo-day service.

He took with him 13 other

lads from his neighborhood, for enlistment in the
service. This regiment operated in Southwestern
Kentucky, for about ﬁve months, under Gen. Paine.

elect John A. Logan, he voted for the war chief on
way ballot, even alone when all the other Republi
cans had gone over to the Hon. E. B. Lawrence and
the Democrats and Independents elected Judg'r
D tvid Davis. At this session, also, was passed the
ﬁrst Board of Health and Medical Practice act, of

which Mr. Hamilton was a champion, agai'~:" ..
much opposition that the bill was several times

The following winter, 1864—5, Mr. Hamilton taught
school, and during the two college years 1865—7, he
went through three years of the curriculum of the

“laid on the table."

Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio.

tentiary, which was ﬁxed at Chester.

The

third year he graduated, the fourth in a class of 46,

in the classical department. In due time he received
the degree of M. A. For a few months he was the

Principal of Marshall “ College " at Henry, an acad
emy under the auspices of the M. E. Church. By
this time he had commenced the study of law, and
after earning some money as a temporary Professor
of Latin at the Illinois Wesleyan University at
loomington, he entered the law ofﬁce of Weldon,
'l‘ipton & Benjamin, of that city. Each member of
this ﬁrm has since been distinguished as a Judge.
Admitted to the Bar in NI 1y, 1870, Mr. Hamilton
was given an interest in the same ﬁrm, 'l‘ipton hav
ing been elected Judge. In October following he
formed a partnership with J. H. Rowell, at that time
Prosecuting Attorney. Their business was then
small, but they increased it to very large proportions,
practicing in all grades of courts, including even the
U. S. Supreme Court, and this partnership continued
u.ibroken until Feb. 6, 1883, when Mr. Hamilton
was sworn in as Executive of Illinois. Ou the 4th of March following Mr. Rowell took his seat in Con

gress.
In July, r87 1, Mr. Hamilton married Miss Helen
M. Williams, the daughter of Prof. Wm. G. Williams,
Professor of Greek in the Ohio Wesleyan University.
Mr. and Mrs. H. have two daughters and one son.

Also, this session authorized

the location and establishment of a southern per—I
In the session

of r879 Mr. Hamilton was elected Presidentpro km.
of the Senate, and was a zealous supporter of John
A. Logan for the U. S. Senate, who Wa‘t this time
elected without any trouble.
In May, 1880, Mr. Hamilton was nominated on
the Republican ticket for Lieutenant Governor, his

principal competitors before the Convention being
Hon. Wm. A. James, exSpeaker of the House of
Representatives, Judge Robert Bell, of Wabash
County, Hon. 1‘. T. Fountain, of Perry County, and
Hon. M. M. Saddler, of Marion County. He engaged
actively in the campaign, and his ticket was elected
by a majority of 4r,2oo.

As Lieutenant Governor,

he presided almost continuously over the Senate in
the 32d General Assembly and during the early days
ofthe 33d, until he succeeded to the Governorship.
When the Legislature of r883 elected C-ov. Cullom
to the United States Senate, Lieut. Gov. Hamilton
succeeded him, under the Constitution, taking the
oath of ofﬁce Feb. 6, [883. He bravely met all the
annoyances and embarrassments incidental upon
taking up another's administration. The principal
events with which Gov. Hamilton was connected as
the Chief Executive of the State were, the mine dis
aster at Braidwood, the riots in St. Clair and Madison
Counties in May, 1883, the appropriations for the

State militia, the adoption of the Harper highlicens;
liquor law, the veto of a dangerous railroad bill, etc.

In 1876 Mr. Hamilton was nominated by the Re
publicans for the State Senate, over other and older

competitors. He took an active part "on the stump "

The Governor was a Delegate at large to the
National Republican Convention at Chicago in June,
1884, where his ﬁrst choice for President was John
A. Logan, and second choice Chester A. Arthur; but
he afterward zealously worked for the election of Mr.

in the campaign, for the success of his party, and was
elected by a majority of 1,640 over his Democratic
Greenback opponent. In the Senate he served on
the Committees on Judiciary, Revenue, State Insti
tutions, Appropriations, Education, and on Miscel
lany; and during the contest for the election of a

Blaine, true to his party.

U. S. Senator, the Republicans endeavoring to re

inaugurated.

Mr. Hamilton's term as Governor expired Jan. 30,

1885, when the great favorite “Dick " Oglesby was
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distinguished gentleman was
elected Governor of Illinois
November 6,

1888.

He was

popularly known during the
campaign as“Private Joe.” He
had served with great devotion
to his country during the Re
bellion, in the 'I‘hirty-third
Illinois Infantry. A natiVe of
Virginia, he was born in 1840.
His parents, John and Mary
(Daniels) Fifer, were American
born, though of German

de

scent. His father was a brick
and stone mason, and an old
Henry Clay Whig in politics. John and Mary
Fifer had nine children, of whom Joseph was the
sixth, and naturally with so large 9. family it was
all the father could do to keep the wolf from the
door; to say nothing of giving his children any
thing like good educational advantages.
Young Joseph attcndcd school some in Vir
ginia, but it was not a good school, and when

Our subject was sixteen then and suffered a great
misfortune in the loss of his mother. After the death
of Mrs. Fifer, which occurred in Missouri, the

family returned to Virginia, but remained only a
short time, as during the same year Mr. Fifer
came to Illinois. He settled in McLean County and
started a brickyard. Here Joseph and his broth
ers were put to work.
The elder Fifer soon
bought a farm near Bloomington and began life as
an agriculturnlist. IIere Joe worked and attended
the neighboring school. He alternated farm-work,
brick-laying, and going to the district school for
the succeeding few years. It was all work and no
play for Joe, yet it by no means made a (lull boy
of him. All the time he was thinking of the great
world outside, of which he had caught a glimpse
when coming from Virginia, yet he (lid not know
just how he was going to get out into it. He
could not feel that the woods around the new
farm and the log cabin, in which the family lived,

were to hold him.
The opportunity to get out into the world was
soon offered to young Joe. He traveled a dozen
miles barefoot, in company with his brother George,

his father removed to the \Vest, in 1857, Joseph had

and enlisted in Company C, 33d Illinois Infantry;

not advanced much further than the “First Reader.”

he being then twenty years old.

In a few days
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the regiment was sent to Camp Butler, and then
over into Missouri, and saw some vigorous service
there. After a second time helping to chase Price
out of Missouri, the 33d Regiment went' down

four years he struggled with his books.
\Vesleyan University Jan. 1, 1865.

He entered
He was not a

brilliant student, being neither at the head nor the
foot of his class. He w_as in great earnest, how

to Milliken’s Bend, and for several weeks “ Private

ever, studied hard and came forth with a well

Joe ” worked on Grant's famous ditch. The regi
ment then joined the forces operating against Port
Gibson and Vicksburg. Joe was on guard duty in
the front ditches when the flag of surrender was
run up on the 4th ofJuly, and stuck the bayonet
of his gun into the embankment and went into the
city with the vanguard of Union soldiers.
The next day, July 5, the 33d joined the force
after Johnston, who had been threatening Grant’s
rear; and ﬁnally an assault was made on him at
Jackson, Miss. In this charge “Private Joe" fell, ter
ribly wounded. He was loading his gun when a
minie-ball struck him and passed entirely through
his body. He was regarded as mortally wounded.
His brother, George, who had been made a Lien
tenant, proved to be the means of saving his life.
The Surgeon told him unless he had ice his brother
Joe could not live. It was ﬁfty miles to the nearest
point where ice could be obtained, and the roads
were rough. A comrade, a McLean county man, who
had been wounded, offered to make the trip. An
ambulance was secured and the brother soldier

stored and disciplined mind.
Immediately after being graduated he entered
an ofﬁce at Bloomington as a law student. 110 had

started on the journey.

He returned with the ice,

but the trip, Owing to the roughness of the roads,
was very hard on him. After a few months’ care
ful nursing Mr. Fifer was able to come home. The
33d came home on a. furlough, and when the

boys were ready to return to the tented field,
young Fifer was ready to go with them; for he was
determined to ﬁnish his term of three years. He
was mustered out in October, 1864, having been

in the service three years and two months.
“ Private Joe” came out of the army :1 tall,
tanned, and awkward young man of twenty-four.

About all he possessed was ambition to be some
body—and pluck. Though at an age when most
men have ﬁnished their college course, the young
soldier saw that if he was to be anybody he must
have an education. Yet he had no means to ena
ble him to enter school as most young men do.
He was determined to have an education, however,
and that to him meant success. For the following

already read law some, and as he continued to work

hard, with the spur of poverty and prornptings of
ambition ever with him, he was ready to hang out
his professional shingle in 1869. Being trust
worthy he soon gathered about him some inﬂuen
tial friends. In 1871 he was elected Corporation
Counsel of Bloomington. In 1872 he was elected
State’s Attorney of McLean County. This ofﬁce
he held for eight years, when he took his seat in
the State Senate. Here he served for four years.
His ability to perform abundance of hard work
made him a most valued member of the Legisla
turc.

Mr. Fifer was married in 1870 to Gertie, daugh
ter of William J. Lewis, of Bloomington. Mr.
Fifer is six feet in height and is spare, weighing
only 150 pounds. He has a swarthy complexion,
keen black eyes, quick movement, and possesses a

frank and sympathetic nature, and naturally makes
friends wherever he goes. During the late Guber
natorial campaign his visits throughout the State
proved a great power in his behalf. His happy
faculty of winning the conﬁdence and good wishes
of those with whom he comes in personal contact is a
source of great popularity, especially during a polit
ical battle. As a speaker he is ﬂuent, his language
is good, voice clear and agreeable, and manner
forcible. His manifest earnestness in what he says
as well as his tact as a public speaker, and his elo
quent and forceful language, makes him a most
valuable campaign orator and a powerful pleader
at the bar. At the Republican State Convention,
held in May, 1888, Mr. Fifer was chosen as its candi
date for Governor. He proved apopular nominee,
and the name of “ Private Joe ” became familiar
to everyone throughout the State. He waged a
vigorous campaign, was elected by a good majority,
and in due time assumed the duties of the Chief
Executive of Illinois.
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HE time has arrived when it
becomes the duty of the
people of this county to per
petuate the names of their
pioneers, to furnish a record
of their early settlement,
and relate the story of their
progress. The civilization of our
at}:
l"p.
day, the enlightenment of the age
and the duty that men of the pres
'1
u-Fl
ent time owe to their ancestors, to
‘8»?
themselves and to their posterity,
IF
I ca
demand that a record oftheir lives
and deeds should be made. In bio
graphical history is found a power
to instruct man by precedent, to
enliven the mental faculties, and
to waft down the river of time a
safe vessel in which the names and actions of the

iii

people who contributed to raise this country from its
primitive state may be preserved. Surely and rapidly
the great and aged men, who in their prime entered
the wilderness and claimed the virgin SOll as their
heritage, are passing to their graves. The number re
maining who can relate the incidents of the ﬁrst days
)f settlement is becoming small indeed, so that an
actual necessity exists for the collection and preser
vation of events without delay, before all the early
settlers are cut down by the scythe of Time.
To be forgotten has been the great dread of mankind
from reinotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough,
in spite of their best works and' the most earnest
efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of
their lives. The means employed to prevent obliVion
and to perpetuate their memory has been in propor
tion to the amount of intelligence they possessed.
'l'h': pyramids of Egypt were built to perpetuate the
names and deeds of their great rulers. The exhu
mations made by the archeologists of Egypt from

buried Memphis indicate a desue of those people

to perpetuate the memory of their achievements
The erection of the great obelisks were for the same
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we ﬁnd the
Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monu
ments, and carving out statues to chronicle their
great achievements and carry them down the ages.
It is also evident that the Mound-builders, in piling
up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea—
to leave something to show that they had lived. All
these works, though many of them costly in the ex
treme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac~

ters of those whose memory they were intended to
perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of
the people that then lived. The great pyramids and
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity;
the matisoleunis, monuments and statues are crum

bling into dust.
It was left to modern ages to establish an intelli
gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating
a ftill history—immutable in that it is almost un
limited in extent and perpetual in its action; and
this is through the art of printing.
To the present generation, however, we are in
debted for the introduction of the admirable system
of local biography. By this system every man, thotigl'
he has not achieved what the world calls greatness,
has the means to perpetuate his life, his history,
through the coming ages.
The scythe of Time cuts down all; nothing of the
physical man is left. The monument which his chil
dren or friends may erect to his memory in the ceme
tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his
life, his achievements, the work he has accomplished.
which otherwise would be forgotten, is perpetuated
by a record of this kind.
To preserve the lineaments of our companions we
engrave their portraits, for the same reason we col
lect the attainable facts of their history. Nor do we
think it necessary, as we speak only truth of them, to
wait until they are dead, or until those who know
them are gone: to do this we are ashamed only to
publish to the world the history of those whose lives
are unworthy of public record.
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HARLES R IC 11A ans

pany’s warehouses at Montgomery.

1? - STEELE, who was a rep I
resentative pioneer 111 e l‘ chant and banker of Lake
County, and manufacturer

l
l
l

He continued

that connection until 1810, when he came to Illi

nois and joined his father who had moved from
Connecticut to Lake County the year previous.
On coming to this State Mr. Steele engaged in the

of Chicago, was a native of
Connecticut, born in Water

mercantile business with his uncle, Davis C. Steele,
at Libertyville, then the county seat of Lake

He was the second son of Daniel and

(founty. On the 25th of December, 1844, he was
matricd at Libertyville to Miss Margaret A. Steele,
daughter of Ransom and Betsy (Beecher) Steele.

Sarah (Richards) Steele, and of the

eighth generation from George Steele.
of England, who came to America in
1631, and was the founder of that
branch of the Steele family in America,
to which the subject of this sketch
belongs. George Steele was a member of the
Hartford Colony that went out from Massachusetts

One child, a son, was born of their union, Nelson
A.. now President of the First National Bank, of

Waukegan, and a merchant of this city. He was
born at this place July 30, 1852, and has made his
home in this city ever since.
In 1316, the county seat having been removed
to Wauhegan, Mr. Steele transferred his residence
and founded the city of Hartford, Conn.. in June, ' and business to that place. where he established the
mercantile house of C. R. Steele & C0. His partner,
1636.
‘
llon. Charles Dulkee, of Keuosha, late United
Charles R. Steele received an academic educa
States Senator from Wisconsin, and later Governor
tion in his native town of Waterbury, and at Che
of l'tah, continued a member of the firm until 1845),
shire of the same State. When sixteen years of
when he retired. Mr. Steele was then joined by
age, in 1838, he went to Alabama and joined his
elder brother, William A. Steele, of the ﬁrm of i: his father-in-law in merchandising, under the ﬁrm
name of R. dz C. R. Steele, and in 1861, Charles H.
Gindrat dz Steele, cotton brokers and steamboat
Fox bought a quarter interest in the business, be
owners, with whom he was employed as clerk of a
coming an equal partner with C. R. Steele, on the
steamboat plying between Montgomery and Mo
death of Ransom Steele in September, 1862, when
bile, Ala., and later was shipping clerk in the com
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the ﬁrm name was changed to Steele & Fox, and
has so continued until this date, 1891.

In 1852,

our subject opened a private bank in Waukegan
which he conducted two years, when he merged it
into the Bank of Northern Illinois. He took the

position of cashier of the new bank and in 1857,
was elected its Vice-President, which position he
held until the closing up of the bank in 1861.
During that year he and his father-in-law purchased
the ﬁne brick and stone building adjoining their
store on the east, which is now occupied by the

First National Bank of Waukegan. He carried on
private banking until 1865, when he organized the
First National Bank and

became its President,

serving in that capacity until his death. In 1867,
Mr. Steele entered into a partnership at Waukegan
for the purpose of developing the trade in the
Cream Baking Powder. originated by Dr. Price,
and in 1869 was instrumental in removing the
business to Chicago in order to secure better ship
ping facilities for the convenience of handling a
jobbing trade. The business was conducted under
the style of Steele dz Price and soon became one
of the leading industries of .the West. The com
pany subsequently added to the original produc
tion the manufacturing of ﬂavoring extracts and
perfumery. They also had stores in St. Louis and
Cincinnati, their trade extending throughout the
United States and portions of Canada. Mr. Steele
retired from the ﬁrm in February, l884, and de
voted himself to the development of his real-estate
interests in the city of Chicago and banking in
Waukegau. He achieved marked success in the
business world and accumulated a large property
through the legitimate channels of trade, banking
and manufacture.

He possessed superior executive

three times in succession, for the years 1868, 1869
and 1870. He was a Knight Templar and a mem
ber of Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, A. F. (in A. M.;
Waukegan Chapter. No. 41, R. A. M.; and Wau
kegan Commandery, N0. 12, K. T. Mr. Steele
was a prominent member of the Episcopal Church
(the church of his ancestors for many generations
remote) contributed liberally toward the erection
of Christ Church in Waukegan and the general
support of that Parish. Public-spirited in every
thing pcrtaining to the Welfare of the community
with which his interests were identiﬁed, naturally
quiet and unostentatious in manner, he was genial
and aﬁ‘able, and possessed a fund of humor and
general information that made his conversation
entertaining and pleasing. After a busy and useful
life extending to nearly the allotted period of man's
days, Mr. Steele was called to rest on the 30th of
November, 1888. Mrs. Steele survives her hus
band and with her son and brother, resides in the

elegant home in Waukegan which was completed
by her husband a few months before his death.

o+mm$
‘l'AMES CARMAN, one of the highly re
spected and most inﬂuential farmers of Ben
”
ton Township, is also a representative of
(\Q
one of the honored pioneer families in the
county.

He resides on section 21, where he owns

and operates an excellent farm. He was born in
New York, May 30, 1841, and when only three
years of age was brought by his parents to Illinois.
His father, John Carman, was born in Norfolkshire,

portant rule of action.
In politics, Mr. Steele was a Whig in early life

England, in the year 1799, and became a farmerof
progressive and enterprising views. He deter
mined to try his fortune in America, and in the
spring of 1833, crossed the Atlantic in a slow sail
ing ship which eventually landed him in New York.
He took up his residence near Rochester, where he

and latera Republican.

He held some local offices,

remained until the autumn of 1844, at which time

rather through a sense of duty than a desire for
any honor that might be attached to them. In

he came to Lake County and purchased a partially
improved farm of one hundred and thirty acres on
section 21, Benton Township. He became one of
the worthy and valued citizens of the community
and after a long and useful life of eighty-two

ability and unusual talent as a ﬁnancier. He was
enterprising, yet conservative and made prompt~
ness and a methodical regard for details, an im

1859, he was made President of the Common

Council of the town of Waukegan and afterwards,
when the city was incorporated, was elected Mayor
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His wife,

call for troops, and was mustered into service in

whose maiden name was Jane Freeman, survived

Springﬁeld, 111., on the 26th of September, 1864, as

him some ﬁve years, being called to her final rest
in 1886. They were the parents of six children.
William. Hesther, James, George, David and
Mary J.
James Carman has spent almost his entire life in
Lake County. His boyhood days were passed amid
its pioneer scenes, and it has witnessed his mature
efforts, which have resulted in placing him among
the substantial farmers of the community. He re
mained under the parental roof until he became
owner of his present home, a ﬁne farm of two hun
dred acres which is under a high state of cultiva
tion, furnished with good substantial buildings of
modern design. His business career has been one

a member of Company 1), One Hundred and Forty
sixth lllinois Regiment. He was detailed on pro
vost duty for one year, and after the close of the
war received his discharge on the 13th of July,
1865. During his long residence in this county,
he has formed a wide acquaintance, and is univer
sally respected as a man of sterling worth.

of success with few reverses.

In politics he votes

with the Republican party on questions of State
and National importance, but at local elections

supports the best men regardless of party affilia
tions. He has held the ofﬁce of School Director
for twelve years, was Assessor for two years, and

for a similar period of time served as a member of
the County Board of Supervisors, discharging the
duties of the various ofﬁces with promptness and
ﬁdelity.
Mr. Carman was united in marriage with Miss
Augusta G. Sinn, on the 28th of November, 1867.
The lady is the seventh in a family of ten children,
whose parents were Abraham and Catherine Sinn.
Her father was born in Pennsylvania, in 1804, and
at the age of twenty years emigrated to New York,

where he married. Subsequently he came with
his family to Michigan, and after a few years set
tled in Lake County, 111., in 1854, where he spent
the remainder of his days, his death occurring Feb
ruary 13, 1878. His wife, his ever faithful com
panion and helper on life’s journey, was born in

Hacketstown, N. J., and died on the 14th of Sep
tember, 1883, at her home in Lake County.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carman have been born two
children: John A., who was born September 19,
1868; and Omar S.,.who was born August 14,
1873. The parents are both members of a temper
ance organization, and Mrs. Carman belongs to the
Methodist Episcopal Church. When the Civil
War was in progress, Mr. Carman responded to the

WW
"' OHN AUGUSTUS MILLS, deceased, was a
native of Massachusetts. He was born in
Williamstown, Berkshire County, in the year
\‘/ 1812, and in the schools of his native State
receiveda fair English education. On attaining
his majority he resolved to try his fortune in the
West and in 1833 traveled toward the setting sun
until he had reached the little village of Chicago.
He found that he had only $3 in his pocket and
with this capital he began life in the West. He
made three trips from Chicago to Sheboygan, Wis.,

with an ox-team, and in 1835 came to Lake County,
locating in Half Day, where he engaged in farming
until 1849, when he removed to Waukegan, where
he spent the remainder of his life.
On the 10th of July, 1838, Mr. Mills was united

in marriage with Miss Anna E. Easton, daughter
of William and Jane (Graham) Easton. Her father

was born in Putnam, Washington County, N. Y.,
and was of Scotch lineage, his mother, who was
born in Glasgow, Scotland, having come to the
United States when twelve years old. They were
married in the Empire State and in 1835 came
West, arriving in this county in the early part of
July, and taking up their residence at Half Day.
No roads had yet been made and the wild prairie
grass was often higher than the horses’ backs. They
lived in the true pioneer style in a log cabin home
and shared the usual experiences of frontier life.
Mr. Easton was a Whig in politics and afterward
supported the Republican party. While residing
in New York he served in the General Assembly.
He was born in 1790, died in 1853, and his wife,

who was born in 1792, died in 1864.

Both were
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members of the Scotch Presbyterian Church, and
in their family were six children who grew to ma
ture years, ﬁve of whom are living. Mrs. Mills,
the eldest, was born in \Vashington County, N. Y.,

February 19,1819, and upon their marriage she
and her husband settled on a farm at Half Day.
While the late war was in progress Mr. Mills sent
three men to the service, paid their expenses and
cared for their families while they were battling
for their country. In politics he was a Whig with
strong anti-slavery principles and when the Repub
lican party was formed to prevent the further ex
tension of slavery he joined its ranks and continued
one of its stanch advoeates until his death. Socially
he was a thirty-second degree Mason and a promi
nent man among the brethren of that organization.
He sprang from a family that has produced some
men worthy of high honor and praise. Ilis great
uncle, Samuel Mills was one of a small company
that held the ﬁrst prayer-meeting in Williamstown,
Mass, they meeting under a hayslack. To such
men that State is' indebted for its greatness. Our
subject wasaworthy descendant. of the family. lic
became one of the prosperous farmers of Lake
County and at his death, which occurred in Wau
kegan in July, 1865, many friends mourned his

loss.

He left two children—John \V.. a farmer of

Kansas, and Jane 15., wife of G. C. Thompson, a

resident of Racine, Wis.

The mother is still living

and is one of the oldest settlers in the county, hav

ing reached the age of seventy-two years.

-
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ILLIAM H. RING is now living a retired
life in Antioch. Probably no one has been
more prominently identiﬁed with its history
or done more for the upbuilding of the community
in which he makes his home than our subject. 01‘
his faithful work in behalf of the county we will
speak hereafter. Mr. Ring was born in Dutchess

1787, and grew to manhood upon I farm. Pur
chasing a sloop on the Hudson River, he carried
produce to New York and subsequently bought a
landing and warehouse, built a sloop and continued
business in that line until 1828. He then bought
a farm between Albany and Troy, to which be re
moved in 1830. He was a successful business man
who in the line of his chosen pursuits acquired a
good property. He died on the 17th of September,
1836, at the age of forty-nine years.
In Dutchess County, about 1805, Mr. Ring mar
ried Lavina Dedrick, of German lineage, who was

born September 4, 1790. She survived him many
years and passed away at the home of one of her
children near Albany, September 15, 1856. Both
were members of the Lutheran Church and were
very regular in attendance on its services. In pol
itics he was a Jacksoniun Democrat and never
failed to cast his ballot in support of that party on
election day, yet was not a politician in the sense
of ofﬁce seeking.
Our subject was the fourth in a family of eleven
children and has only one sister now living—Mrs.
Mary Fort, awidow residing in Albany. William
ll. received a good practical education in the pub
lic schools and long before his father's death as
sumed the whole management of the farm in which
be displayed excellent business ability. In the
spring of 1837 he started Westward,journeying by
canal to Buﬂ'alo and the lakes to Detroit and across
Michigan by stage to La Porte, Ind. At that place
he followed farming for six years and in the spring
of 1853 came to Lake County, it requiring two
weeks to complete the journey which was made
with an ox-team and one wagon. N0 bridges had
been built across many of the streams and the
roads were made almost impassable by the spring
rains. At one time the wagon became mired and
it required eleven yoke of oxen to extricate it.
Mr. Ring settled upon a farm 0. mile and a half
north of Antioch, and after improving it sold in
order to get money. He then bought one hundred

County, N. Y.,August 20, 1813, and is of German

acres on section l8, Antioch Township, :1 mile and

descent. His grandparents, natives of Wurtcm
burg, Germany, emigrated to this country and set
tled in Dutchess County. Jacob Ring, father of our

a half southwest of the village, only eighteen acres
of which had been broken. He built a log house
and there made his home until 1849. The next

subject, was born in that county, November 2,

spring he removed to Antioch where he has since

,
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resided. At that time he began clcrking ina store i tion are very pronounced, it being understood by
and for a year was in the employ of others, when
all in favor of license that they will be strongly
he embarked in business on his own account. When i opposed by him and no measure in its favor will
the war broke out Mr. Ring secured an appoint
receive his support. lIis administration of the af
ment as sutler and followed the army to (loving
fairs of the Antioch post-oﬂice for twenty years
ton, Ky.,where he was taken sick and in consequence
won the commendation of all concerned and the
returned home. He then reopened the store, took
ollice was given to another only on his resignation.
in his son, Henry J., as partner and at length sold
For twenty-one years he was 'I‘own Treasurer. He
his own interest to John Collier. He began in a
is true to every trust reposed in him and the con
small way but a constantly increasing trade necessi
ﬁdence of the. people is his in no limited degree.
tated an enlargement of the stock and he was soon
He and his wife are members of the Methodist
carrying on an extensive and lucrative business.
Church, aided in erecting a house of worship and
lime ever given liberally in support of the cause.
During his residence in Indiana, on the 27th of
In two days Mr. Ring himself raised $250 for the
February, 1810, Mr. Ring became acquainted with
enterprise. He is a man of great energy and strong
and married Miss Melissa A. Drum, a native of
determination, and whatever he undertakes carries
Franklin County, N. Y., born August 27, 1823,
forward to success.
and a daughter of Jacob and Susan C. (Davis)
Drum. the former born in Dutchess County, N. Y.,
and the latter in Vermont.

They removed to In

Wages—

diana when their daughter was twelve years of age
and emigrated to this county in 1843, where they

spent their last days.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ring

haVe been born three children: Henry .I., born
April 27, 1841, in Indiana, served through the
war in the Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, married
Laura Davis, and is now a. carpenter and bridge
builder 01' Gibson City, Ill; William Hamilton,
horn in this county, July 1, 1842, enlisted at the

age of eighteen in the 'l‘hirty-seventh Illinois In

' AMES
farm
where
seven

TAYLOR is the owner of a good
on section 23, \Varren Township,
he has made his home for twenty
years. His residence in the county

dates from 1848, and for six years previous he

had resided in Du Page County, Ill. He was born
in Summit County, Ohio, in 1833, and is ason
of Samuel and Simyra (Thompson) Taylor, the

fantry and died in the army at Cassville, 1110..

former a native of Massachusetts. born in 1800,

April 9. 1862; Lavina M., born in 1846, became

and the latter born in‘New Hampshire in 1810.
They were married in the old Bay State, and emi
grated to Ohio, in 1833, residing in Summit

the wife of J. H. Collier and died August 10,1872,
at the age of twenty-six years.
As before stated, Mr. Ring has been promi
nently identiﬁed with the history of the county.
For thirteen years he has been a member 0f the
County Board of Supervisors and was Chairman
when the court-house was built. He has also served
as Justice of the Peace and Township 'l‘rcasurer,
and has been an inﬂuential member of the conven
tions of the Republican party, both county and
State. He has served as Chairman of the county
conVcntion and was a delegate to the State con
vention at the time when the one hundred and
three stood out for a third term for Grant. He
opposed a third term and gave his support to
Blaine. His sentiments on the temperance ques

County for about ten years, when in 1842, they

went with their family to Du Page County, Ill.
There on a farm they continued to make their
home until 1848, in which year Mr. Taylor bought
a partly improved farm in Warren Township, Lake
County, and took up his residence thereon. For
many years he was identiﬁed with the interests of
this community, and his death, which occurred in

1885, was sincerely mourned by many friends. His
wife, a most estimable lady, passed away in 1872.
They were the parents of the following children:
Simyra, who died in Massachusetts; Esther 8., wife

of Asa Johnson, a resident of Crystal Lake, Mc

11enry County; Abner, who died in Naperville,
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Ill., in 1844; Angelina, wife of Webster Castle, of

necessary improvements for successfully engaging

Harrington, 11].; James, our subject, and S. 13.,

in agricultural pursuits are there found. He is an
industrious and busy man, yet gives some of his
time to public interests. He has served as a mem
ber of the School Board, is a stanch Republican in
politics, an ardent advocate of temperance princi
ples, and himself and wife are members of the
Methodist Church at Gages Lake.
Seven children have been born unto Mr. and

who is married and lives in Aurora, III.
A general account of the early life of any farmer
lad who was reared under the parental roof in a
frontier county would not differ materially from
the boyhood of our subject. Ten summers had
passed over his head when he came to Illinois. In
the schools of Ohio, Du Page and Lake Counties
he acquired his education, and in 1860, he was
joined in wedlock with Miss Celestia Miltimore, a
native of this county, and a daughter of Aaron
and Polly (Bridge) Miltimore, who were born,
reared and married in Vermont. Subsequently
they became residents of New York,_ whence they
came to this county at; an early day. In Avon
'l‘ovrnship they settled in 1839, and opened up a
farm, continuing its cultivation until Mr. Milti
more’s death which occurred in 1850. He was a
millwright and carpenter by trade but abandoned
that. occupation on his arrival in the West. His
wife survived him twenty-eight years and died in
Waukegan in 1878. They were parents of nine
children, but only two are now living: Lucretia,
wife of A. Douglas, died in \Varren 'l‘OWnship, in
December, 1889; Harvey is married and makes his
home in Waukegan; Elbert and Alfred, twins,
died at the age of one year; Caroline, wife of
Curtis Peck, died in Ft. Scott, Kan., February 12,

1888, aged ﬁfty-two years; Alonzo, who enlisted in
“’aukegan in 1864, in the Ninety-sixth Illinois
Infantry for the remainder of the service, died
while on his way to the front to join his regiment;
Mariette died of typhoid fever at the age of ﬁfteen
years; Mrs. Taylor is the next younger, and Har
riet, wife of Alvin Gilbert, died in Avon Town
ship, in February. 1887.

Mr. Taylor enlisted for the service in 1865, and
was engaged on garrison duty. He also acted as
nurse in a hospital at Cleveland, Tenn. He was
drafted into the Twelfth Illinois Infantry, and as
signed to Company D, and at the close of the war
was honorably discharged July 10, 1865. On his
return, he once more resumed farming in Fremont
Township, subsequently removing to Warren
Township. He owns 146 acres of valuable land
furnished with two sets of buildings and all the

Mrs. Taylor, five of whom are living: Elbert, born

January 29, 1862, married Ella Waugh, and was
killed by the cars at Kenosha Crossing, March 11,
1884, while. serving as telegraph operator. IIis
widow resides in Stevens Point, Wis.; Henry, who
was born January 15, 1864, married Miss Lizzie
Boyce and resides on the home farm; Lucy, born
in 1866, is the wife of Stephen Young of Valley
County, Neb., by whom she has one child; Abner,
born September 13, 1867, Grace, in 1873, and

Frank, in 1882, are at home. Mr. Taylor has been
an eye witness of the greater part of Lake County’s
growth and prosperity. He has seen the introduc
tion of railroads and the transformation of the
wild prairie land into rich and fertile farms, while
the cabin homes are replaced by substantial resi
dences. When he ﬁrst. came here there were no
market facilities of any importance in the county,
and the work of civilization and progress seemed
hardly begun. He has cheerfully borne his share
in promoting its interests and is a valued citizen
of Warren Township.

:1 >sls<~—:*
YMAN WILMOT, who for ﬁfty-one years
has been a resident and leading farmer of
the town of Deerﬁeld, claims New York as
the State of his nativity. The place of his birth is
in the town of Colesville, Broome County. and the

date is July 22, 1806. His parents were Jesse and
Hannah (Bunnel) Wilmot, both natives of Con
necticut. His father was born August 3, 1770, and

died in Colesville, N. Y., October 19, 1810. His
wife, born June 10, 1776, died in 1853.
They
were the parents of ﬁve sons and one daughter.
The sons made the remarkable record of having all
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lived to celebrate their golden weddings, while one,

second of that name, was born December 20, 1836,

the subject of this sketch, has celebrated his ruby
wedding or the sixtieth anniversary of his mar
riage. Stephen B., the eldest of the ﬁve brothers,
was born February 20, 1798, married Miss Betsy
Clauson, and died March 14, 1877, at the age of
seventy-nine years; Loly, the only daughter, was

and became the Wife of Philip Gutzler July 29,
1857. He is numbered among the early settlers of
Deerfield Township and is now deceased.
His

born November 23, 1799, and died July 14, 1804;

Amos, born March 3, 1803, wedded Betsy Craw—
ford, and died in 1878, at the age of seventy-six
years; Asahel was born March 24, 1804, married

Olive Smith, and died in St. Paul, Minn., in March,
1888, at the age of eighty-four, having long been
a practicing physician; Lyman is now eighty
five years of age; Jesse, the youngest, was born
September 13, 1810, chose for a wife Elizabeth
Luther, and is now living at the age of eighty-one
years in Carroll County, Mo.
Lyman Wilmot, whose name heads this record,
having lost his father when a child of four years,
and his mother being in poor circumstances, was
obliged to leave home at the early age of ten and
make his own way in the world. He began as a
farm hand. He was obliged to work hard, enjoyed
few comforts and no luxuries. Ilis educational
advantages were limited to a few months’ attendance
at the district schools in the winter season. When
he arrived at the age of twenty-five he found that
he had accumulated enough of this world’s goods
to set up a home for himselfand was married March
17, 1831, in his native town to Miss Clarissa

Dwight, a daughter of Israel and Sarah (Porter)
Dwight. She was born in Windsor, BroomeCounty,
N. Y., June 18, 1812, and is a lineal descendant of

John Dwight of Dedham, Mass, the founder of the
prominent New England family of that name.
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmot have been blessed with a
large family, numbering six sons and ﬁve daugh
ters: Virgil, the eldest, was born June 9, 1834, in

Greenwood, Steuben County, N. Y., married Sarah
Esther Hunter and resides in Humeston, IOWa. He
served in the Union Army in the late war as a
member of the Forty-fifth Illinois Regiment, en
listing October 5, 1861. He was under Sherman
in his march to the sea, and was mustered out in
December, 1864.

Adelia, born November 1, 1835,

died November 8, of the same year.

Adelia, the

widow resides in Denver, Col.

Levi Davis, born

January 4, 1839, married Sarah A. Hodgkins and
resides at Hodgkiss, Delta County, Col. He was
also a soldier of the late war, enlisting on the
16th of July, 1861, in the Forty-seventh Illinois In
fantry, was wounded at the battle of Old Lake, Ln.,

being crippled for life, and was mustered out at
Springfield, 11]., in October, 1864. Lyman H., born
in Deerﬁeld, Ill., April 25, 1841, is single and re
sides on the old homestead. Mary, born July 2,
1843, was joined in wedlock May 10, 1865, with

Hiram It. Bennett, and resides near Denver, Col.
(Sec sketch of Mr. Bennett’s family, who were
among the early settlers of Lake County). Harriet,
born June 28, 1845, and died when thirteen and

one-half months old.

Roswell 0., born July 12,

1847, was married November 20, 1870, to Miss

Miranda C. Adams, and resides in Hodgkiss, Delta
County, Col.

Dwight Porter, born August 16,

1849, married Lizzie Scholes, June 9, 1881, and

resides in Evergreen, Col. He was the late repre
sentative to the Colorado Legislature. Ellen Eliza,
born January 19, 1852, was married December 10,
1876, to Edwin Kittell, and their home is now in

South Chicago.

Warren Henry, born October 6,

1855, is now a resident of Deerﬁeld, and his sketch

is given elsewhere in this work. The children
older than Lyman H. were born in New York and
those younger in Deerfield.
Mr. Wilmot was engaged in farming in the town
01‘ Greenwood, Steuben County, N. Y., until 1837,

when leaving his family, he ﬁrst came to Lake
County on a prospecting tour, arriving at his des
tination on the 20th of May. Jesse, his younger
brother, had preceded him to this county in 1835,
and had located in what is now the town of Deer
ﬁeld. Mr. Wilmot visited his brother and traveled
over Northern Illinois for several months and in
November following returned to New York. In
the fall of 1840, he emigrated from that State to
Lake County with his family, coming by team to
Buffalo where he transferred the teams to a steam
boat and took passage for Chicago. Arriving at
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that port. they drove to Deer-ﬁeld, their future home.

of his own application has obtained an education
which fitted him for the practical life he has led.
He made farming his life-work, and met with a
signal success in that direction. In politics he has

In February, 1841, he purchased one hundred and

sixty acres of wild land, to which he afterwards
added until he now has two hundred and forty
acres. Ilis farm is largely prairie and is situated

always been a stanch Democrat, but never an ofﬁce

sccker, although he has always exercised his right '
of franchise. 110 is a member of the Episcopal
Church. as was also his wife. Mrs. Johnson was

on section 32, where he has made his home for the

past ﬁfty-one years.

It. is considered one of the

most valuable farms in Deerﬁeld, and the owner is

one of the m0st successful and leading agriculturists
of Lake County. In political sentiment. he is an
earnest Republican. In early life he was an anti
slavery Whig and was in full accord with the orig
inal Abolitionists. Ile lost; his vote at the presi
dential election of 1840 by reason of his removal
to the West that year. When the Republican party
was organized he was one of those who took part
in its formation in Northern Illinois. Ile has never
been a seeker for public ofﬁce and has served only
in minor local positions. Ile was Moderator at the
ﬁrst town meeting held in Deerﬁcld. and has served
as Assessor for that town. During the draft he
accepted the very unpopular position of enrolling
officer for his town, by which he made enemies and
even had his life threatened.
Mr. Wilmot and his wife are members of the
Presbyterian Church. They celebrated their Ruby,
or sixticth. wedding anniversary in March of the
present year. Both are well preserved and enjoy,
as they deserve, the high regard of all who know
them. They have reared a large family of chil
dren, of whom nine are living and have become
useful and respected members of sOcicty.

born on Staten Island, March 15, 1801, and died

in Dcccmhcr, 1867, at the age of sixty-six years.
Their children are as follows: John 13., a druggist
of Kansas; Eliza Ann, who is the widow of John
Bodinc, and resides on Staten Island; Theresa and
Sarah M. both deceased; Louisa, wife of L. E.

Itccd, a banker of h't. Paul, Minn; l’etcr of this
sketch; llcnrictta, whose home is in Kansas; Nicho

las A., who is engaged in farming and carpenter-ing
in Ilatavia, UL; and Albert, deceased.

Peter Johnson has been a resident of Illinois
since his tenth year. In 1842 the family came
\cht, traveling by canal, railroad and the lakes.
They passed through Chicago when it was a mere
village, giving little evidence of the wonderful
growth Wlticlt was soon to take place and make it.
the second city in the Union. Our subject; received
his education in the schools of New York and Illi
nois, and by varied reading and experience has he

cotue a well-informed man. Ile began life for
himself at the age of eighteen, serving an appren
ticcsltip to the trade of a tiuner in St. Charles and
Elgin, Ill. Ile made his home in DcKalb County,
from 1654 to 1860, and spent. part of the year in
the mountains, returning thence to Elgin.

In November, 1853, Mr. Johiis'dn was united in

MW
ETER JOHNSON, one of the prominent
) merchants of Wauconda. is engaged in the
‘
hardware business, having continued in
\—l
that line of trade at. this place for a num
ber of years. He was born on Staten Island, N.
Y., August 11, 1833, and is the sixth in a family
of nine children, whose parents are Peter II. and
Ann (Bogart) Johnson. His father was born on
Staten Island in 1798, and is still living at the ad
vanccd age of ninety—three years. Ile attended the

marriage with Miss Mary V. Brewster, a native of
Ohio, born in 1539. Their union has been blessed
with six children. three sons and three daughters:
Clayton 13., who died at the age of ten years, Ins

I

common schools for a short time only, and by dint

and Anna, both deceased; Gertrude, wife of Ret'.
William 11. Pierce, a Methodist minister of Nunda,

Ill.; Albert Ray, who was educated in the Wau
coudasehools, and is still at home; Edwin B., aged

l

l
l
|

eleven years. completes the family.
In May, 1665, Mr. Johnson began businessiu his
prcscut, line in Waucouda. Ile carries a full and
complete stock of hardware. Fair dealing, reason
able prices and a genial manner have won him a
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liberal patronage which he well deserves, and
among the prominent business men of the town he
ranks high. In politics he is rather conservative,
voting not for party at local elections, but support
ing the best men and measures. He cast his ﬁrst

bridge acress the Illinois River at La Salle, but de
voted the. greater part of his time and attention to
agricultural pursuits.
His death occurred in
Warren Township, October 23, 1874, and his wife
died on February 8, 1889, at her home in Millburn.

Presidential vote for the bachelor President, James

Ill. She was a sincere Christian woman, a kind and

Buchanan, and since that time has supported the
Democratic candidate for the ofﬁce of Chief Magi
strate of the nation. He has never sought politi
cal preferment for himself, but for two or three
years was connected with the Village Board of
‘Vauconda. Public-spirited and progressive, he
has the interests of the community at heart; is a
man of strict temperance principles, and a warm
advocate of all movements which tend to elevate
the moral and spiritual status of the community.
He and his wife are respecters 0f the cause of re
ligion, and have contributed of their means to all
benevolences which were worthy of their considera

loving mother and was held in the highest esteem
by her neighbors and friends. As before stated
our subject is the eldest of their family. Ann E.,
the second child, who was born in Will County,

tion.

Ill., March 21, 1841, is the wife of John H. Hughes

of Lake Villa; George L., born in Millburn, May 3,
1843, enlisted for the late war in Company C,
Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, served until the
close, is now married and resides in Waukegan;
g Alex [I., born in Millburn, June 10, 1845, is mar

ried and resides on the old homestead in “’arren
Township; James B., born in Millburn, December

a. 1847, died in the pineries of Michigan in 1871;

Their home is a beautiful residence, situated

William B.. born in Millburn February 24, 1850, is

near Lake Bangs, and overlooking that picturesque
sheet of water, and their hospitality is equalled
only by the high regard in which they are univer
sally held.

married and resides in the village of Millburn ; John
T., born July 10. 1855, resides with his family in
St. Paul, Minn; Eliza. E., born in Millburn October,

.rqw.“

ETER \V. STEWART is the owner of a
) good farm of one hundred and nine acres
situated on section 4, tVarren Township.
l
He has been a resident of this county since
1841. and is therefore numbered among its pioneer
settlers. He was born in Will County, lll., Febru
ary 20, 1839, and is the eldest in a family of eight
children whose parents, Peter and Elizabeth (Legg)

Stewart, were natives of Scotland.

185-7, is the wife of James II. Bonner of Warren

Township.
Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and
youth on the old Stewart homestead and in the dis
trict schools of the neighborhood was educated.
()n beginning life be rented land for about three
years, at the end of which time, by perseverance
and industry, he had accumulated enough to pur
chase a small farm. In 1865, he bought an unim
proved traet of timber land of sixty-four and one
fourth acres and at once began its development. He
was married in Warren Township, November 24,

The father was

1862, to Margaret Wedge, a native of Canada, and

born in Strichen, Aberdeenshirc, April 16, 1805,

a daughter of Joshua and Margaret (Strang)
Wedge. Her father also was born in Canada, but
her mother was a native of Scotland. They settled
in Lake County, in 1841, and are now living re
tired lives in Millburn. On May 1], 1876, Mr.
Stewart was called to mourn the loss of his wife
who died at their home in Warren Township. He
was again married in \Vaukegan, July 4, 1877, his
second union being with Elizabeth Bonner, who
was born in Avon Township. and is a daughter of
James and Margaret (Anderson) Bonner, natives

and in Canada was united in marriage with Miss
Legg, who was born in Stewartﬁeld, Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, February 27, 1811, and came to America
in 1833.

They removed to Will County, Ill.,

in

1838, Mr. Stewart having a contract on the Illinois
and Michigan Canal. In 1841, they came to Lake
County, and settled in Warren Township where he
purchased and improved a pre-empted claim. From
that time until his death he made his home in this
county. He superintended the construction of the
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of Scotland. Her father came direct from Scot
land to Lake County, Ill., in 1840, and cast his lot
with the early settlers of Avon Township. The
farm on which he ﬁrst settled is still his home. Mr.
and Mrs. Stewart have one adopted child, Gladys
B.
Mr. Stewart owns a good farm of one hundred
and ﬁve acres and the well tilled ﬁelds and neat
surroundings indicate the care and supervision of
the owner. Since be cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote
for Abraham Lincoln he has supported the Repub
lican party, and has held a number of offices of
public trust, including those of Assessor, Tax Col
lector and Supervisor, and for four years was Jus
tice of the Peace. The cause of education has ever
found in him a warm friend and during the eight
een years with which he has been connected with

second in a family of eleven children. He began
his scholastic training in the district schools and
completed his literary education in the public
schools of Kenosha, Wis. When a young man of
seventeen years be commenced to learn the jewel
er’s trade at that place, spending three years with
R. O. Gottfredsen, a jeweler of Kenosha. lie en
tered upon his business career in the autumn of
1859, when he and his brother, John I-I.,estab

lished themselves in the jewelry business in Chi
cago. The following year they removed their
stock to Waukegan and Mr. Yeoman purchased his
partner’s interest. For thirty years he has now
carried on business in this city, and in addition to
the jewelry trade engages as a dealer in wall paper,
pianos, organs and sewing machines. He is ‘also
interested in amusic house in Chicago. ()n the

the School Board, he has done much for the ad

9th of June, 1868, he invented and patented Yeo

vancement of the schools in bringing them up to a
higher grade of excellence. His wife is a member
of the Millburn Congregational Church and aimost
estimable lady. Another enterprise with which
Mr. Stewart is connected is the Millburn Mutual
Insurance Company, he holding the otllce 0f Treas
urer. It is a county organization and has a large

man’s wall paper trimmer, which has proved a de
cided success. It was the ﬁrst patent of the kind
granted, and its usefulness is acknowledged by all
engaged in the wall paper business that have seen
its workings. He also patented and manufactures

membership.

It was organized March 12, 1855,

and was run without a charter until February 16,
1865, when it received a special charter, under
which it now operates. It has written eighty seven

thousand policies and on December 31, 1890, had

in force $2,854,589.

The ofﬁcers of the company

are, President, James L. Thain; Secretary, Edwin
P. Dodge; and Treasurer, P. W. Stewart. The
directors are, A. ’1‘. White, J. H. Nelson and Byron

Colby. The company has always paid its losses
promptly and is a commendable organization

$MP£Q§~9

Yeoman's bundle horse, Yeoman’s sample stand,

and Yeoman’s revolving curtain exhibit. Besides
this he has made several patents in the line of jew
elry, including improvements on ear-rings, shirt
buttons, etc. He has also invented and patented a
barb wire tightener. As our readers will have
already learned he possesses great inventive genius,
and has placed upon the market a number of most
useful inventions which are already netting him a
good income.
In Maumee, Ohio, on the 6th of December,
1866, Mr. Yeoman wedded Julia Reynolds, a
daughter of George W. and Laura (Page) Rey
nolds. She was born in Maumee and is one
of ﬁve children, three sons and two daughters.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Yeoman have been born four
sons, the eldest of whom, William, died at the age

ptlLLlAM P. YEOMAN, well-known as a
W successful business man of Waukegan, was

\fi/ born in Probus, Cornwall, England, on the
11th of September, 1834. A sketch of his parents,
James and Elizabeth (Pentecost) Yeoman, appears
in connection with that of Mrs. Hiram Ferry On
another page of this volume. Our subject is the
I

of eleven years: Louis J., George \V. and Roy R.,
are still at home.
Mr. Yeoman is a Knight Templar Mason and a
Republican in politics. He has been remarkably
successful in business. The stock he brought from
Chicago amounted to but Very little and the un
dertaking there had proved a failure. Upon his
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return to Waukegan he purchased a small stock
from George S. Wheeler for $125, and was unable
to pay cash for it. Now he has the largest stock
in the city besides other valuable interests, and is
accounted one of the prominent and enterprising
men of Lake County. Wide awake and progress
ive he takes an interest in all public affairs that are
calculated to uphuild and beneﬁt the community.

W

OHN BLANKLEY, who is engaged in farm
i ing on section 9, Benton Township, is a
native of England. He was born in Lin
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looking about for a good farm, Mr. Blankley pur
chased land on section 9, Benton Township and

began its development and improvement. He has
labored industrioust and untiringly and as a result
his efforts have been crowned with success. He
now owns an excellent farm which yields to him a
good income. His home is a commodious and
comfortable residence and his barns and outbuild
ings are in keeping with his tasty dwelling.
. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Blankley was born a family
of seven children as follows: John H., who died at
the age of fourteen years; Alfred R., who served
as one of the boys in blue in the late war, died
December 14, 1884; Thomas F. is an electrician of
Litchfield, Ill., and is also interested in the marble

colnshire, on June 20, 1818, and is a son of

yards at that place; Charles R., met his death in a

Thomas and Susan (Beeson) Blankley, the former
a native of Lcistershire, and the latter of Lincoln

railroad accident at Elkhart, Ind., April 15, 1878.

shire, England. On his father’s side he is de
scended from a family of note. Thomas Blankley
was a farmer and died in the old country in the
spring of 1858. His wife survived him until 1864,
when she too passed away. In their family were
eight children, four of whom are now living—
John, the second in order of birth, is now the
eldest survivor; Charles is a retired capitalist of
London; Edward is engaged in mercantile pursuits

home in December, 1879, and after eleven years

in Melbourne, Australia; and Mary E., widow of

John Hall, resides in Grantham, England.
In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject
spent the days of his boyhood and youth. He ob
tained his education at a boarding school near his
father’s home and after he had reached man’s
estate he was united in marriage with Miss Anna
Robinson, a native of Oxfordshire, England, where
her parents, James and Elizabeth Robinson, were

also born. The young couple sailed for America
with the view of trying their fortune in the New
\Vorld and at length landed safely in New York
City, after which they took passage on the Erie

Canal for Buﬂ’alo, N. Y. This trip was marked by
the death of their little son while passing through
Syracuse. They laid the little one to rest in a
cemetery in that city and then continued their
journey to Buffalo, whence they proceeded by lake,

touching at Milwaukee and Detroit and ﬁnally
landing at Little Fort, now Waukegan, Ill.

After

The mother of this family was called to her ﬁnal
Mr. Blankley was again married, his second union
being with Mrs. Kate Putnam, who was born in
New York, June 10, 1837. Her parents, Philip
and Mary (Welch) Carey, were of Iriin birth and
crossed the water to America in 1850, locating in
the Empire State. Her father was a wagon maker
by trade. Although sixty years of age he enlisted
in the service during the late war and died in the
fall of 1864. Mrs. Carey still survives her hus
band and is now in her eighty-fourth year. In
their family were seven children, the eldest of
whom is Mrs. Blankley; Thomas residesin Chicago,
being in the employ of a railroad company; Mary
A. makes her home with her mother; Alice M., is
the wife of J. Fox of Chicago; Elizabeth is living
in Kenosha, Wis.; William is now deceased, and

the residence of Philip W. is unknown; George W.
carries on a market in Chicago, and is the youngest
of the family. Kate Carey, on October 30, 1860,
became the wife of Perry Putnam, who died
November 3, 1879. They were the parents of three
children Edward, born August 2, 1862;Clara L.,
who was born January 8,1864, died January 8,

1870; and Winnie 13., who was born in 1872, died
at the age of six months.
Mr. Blankley is still engaged in general farming
in connection with which he also devotes considera
ble attention to the raising of good grades of
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cattle, horses and hogs. He is ranked among the
leading agrieillturists of the township and his en
terprising and progressive spirit has made him a
valued citizen as well. He and his wife hold mem
bership with the Methodist Church and in politics
he is a Republican. In his earlier years he sup
ported the Whig party but when the Republican
party sprang into existence he joined its ranks
and has since fought under_ its banner. Air
upright and honorable life has won him the entire
conﬁdence and _respeet of the people of Lake

' County, in which his estimable wife also shares.

'— W—~

pated in the battle of Chickamauga on the 19th
and 20th of September, 1863, being captured on
the second day of the ﬁght. With a large body
of Union prisoners he was taken to Richmond, Va.,

where he was held in captivity for six weeks and
then removed to Danville of the same State where
he was detained four and a half months. From
there he was sent to Andersonville Prison where
he endured eight months of conﬁnement with
thousands of others in ﬁlth, sickness and starva

tion, making his share of the horrible in the history
of the late Civil War. At Savannah, Ga., be was
paroled and furloughed on the 20th of November,
1864, after being held a prisoner fourteen months.
Though his term of service had expired September
14, 1864, he was not discharged until January,

OSELL J. HULL, yardmaster at lVaukegan
for the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad
Company, claims Ohio as the State of his
nativity. He was born in Chagrin Falls.
Cuyahoga County, April 13, 1841, and is a son of
Benjamin P. and Phillis A. (Fankell) Ilull. The
father was born in Rosell, St. Lawrence County,
N. Y., in September, 1815, and the mother was a
native of Shaylorsville, Tuscarawas County, Ohio,
born in 1824. On leaving the Buckeye State in
1848, they removed to Dodge County, Wis., set
tling in Hustisford, whence they subsequently
removed to Nebraska and are now residents of
Decatur, Burt County.
The subject of this sketch when a lad of eight
summers accompanied his parents to Wisconsin
and was educated in the public schools of the com
munity in which they made their home. In 1858,

1865.

He went in a private and came out a Ser

geant.

Mr. llull at once qnitted the South where he had
seen and borne so much of the hardships and hor
rors of war and came to Waukegan in the spring
of 186.5. He began work for the Chicago tlz North
western Railway Company as station baggageman
and subsequently was made yardmaster, a position
which he has ﬁlled continuously since, having now
remained in the company’s service for a period of
twenty-six consecutive years. He is one of the
oldest employees in regard to time of labor of the
Northwestern Road residing in W'aukegan.
An important event in the life of our subject
occurred in Chicago on the 27th of February, 1879,
when his marriage with Miss Jennie E. Barnstable
was celebrated. The lady was born in Middlezoy,
Somersctshire, England, October 4, 1850, and is a

when eighteen years of age, he went to work in

the Wisconsin pineries where he was employed
three years but he put aside that labor to engage
in his country’s service, enlisting on the 14th of
September, 1861, as a member 01’ Company B,
Tenth Wisconsin Infantry. He took part in the
battles of Perryville, Ky., October 8, 1862, Stone
River or Murfrecsboro, Tenn., December 31 of the

same year and in other minor engagements up to
January, 1863. The remainder of that winter was
spent in Bayﬁeld, Wis, on Lake Superior with a

detachment of convalescents. In the following
spring Mr. Hull rejoined his regiment and partici

daughter of James and Camelia (Browning) Barn
stable. The family came to America in 1869, since
which year Mrs. Hull has been a resident of Wau
kegan. Two children have been born of their
union: Phillis Amelia, born January 23, 1882;
and Emma Belle, born May 28, 1883.

Mrs. Hull’s

parents are still living at this writing and reside in
Somersetshire, England.
Our subject and his wife are members of Christ
Episcopal Church, of Waukegan and have many
friends in this community, their home being the
abode of hospitality. He is a Republican in polit
ical sentiment and a Master Mason, belonging to
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Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, A. F. & A. M. He also
holds membership with Waukegan Post No. 374,
G. A. It. During all his years of service with the
Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company, Mr.
Hull has proved an efﬁcient and faithful employe,

as is shown by his continuance with the company
for more than a quarter of a century without sus
pension or removal.

‘>-E1?ALE%QE-w

205

The subject of this sketch was educated in the
Methodist Episcopal Academy, of Lima, N. Y.,
and in the fall of 1843 emigrated with his parents
to Illinois, the family settling in Libertyville, Lake
County, on a farm, where they arrived on the
2lst of October, of that year. In 1846, when
twenty-one years of age, Mr. Hutchinson em
barked in the mercantile business in Libertyville
in company with Lyman Sprague, under the ﬁrm
name of L. Sprague & 00. They continued busi
ness at that place until April, 1853, when they
removed their stock to Waukegan, and in July,

ON. HENRY C. HUTCHINSON, Mayor
/
of Waukegan and a pioneer merchant of
Lake County, is a native of Vermont. He
s.
was born in Tunbrldgc, Orange County,
on the 5th of April, 1825, and is a son of James
and Betsy (Clement) Hutchinson. who were also
natives of Tunbridge. The father, who was born
April 14,1785, died January 18, 1868, and the
mother December 7, 1854.

She was born Novem

ber-14,1790, and they were married March 27,
1809. Unto them were born eleven children, of
whom the subject of this sketch is the eighth in
order of birth. Mr. Hutchinson’s family on both
sides is of English origin and dates its settlement
in America long prior to the War of the Revolu
tion. Abijah Hutchinson, the paternal grand
father of Henry C., was born in Lebanon, Conn.,
July 4, 1756, and was a member of the 01d Con
necticut Colony. \Vhen about seventeen years old
he and his brother John went to Vermont, intend
ing to make that colony their home, but they were

both captured by the Indians at the burning of
Royalton and were conﬁned in a British prison on
Prison Island. They were released after a brief
time and Abijah Hutchinson enlisted as a soldier
in Washington ’s army. He was transferred to the
navy and was wounded in a naval engagement,
on account of which he was pensioned hy the
Government.

On the 27th of February, 1783, he

was married in Lebanon, Conn., to Marium Farn
ham, who accompanied her husband to Tunbridge,

\'t., on horseback, where they founded the Hutch
inson family at that place. The wife died Sep~
tember 22, 1840, and the husband on the 11th of
February, 1843.

1854, Mr. Hutchinson bought out his partner, suc
cessfully continuing the business alone until he
soon became one of the leading merchants of
\Vaukegan.
Mr. Hutchinson was always of the opinion that
no merchant could afford to accept local oﬂices.
Acting on this principle, he frequently refused to
be a condidate for Mayor of this city, but in
March, 1888, while absent in Iowa and without

his consent. he was elected to that ofﬁce on the
Republican ticket by a majority of thirty-six, the
usual majority of that party being less than a
dozen. On his return home, at the urgent solici;
tations of his fe110w-townsinen, he decided toserve,
and so, in May following, he sold out his store
and devoted his time entirely to ofﬁcial business.
Believing that Waukegau possessed superior ad
vantages as a site for manufacturing. and acting
on his convictions, he endeavord to secure the lo

cation of the United States Sugar Refinery at this
place. After meeting all the demands of the com
pany, he found the whole business hinged on satis
factory transportation facilities. The Northwestern
being the only railroad then touching the city. they
were independent and would not make the conces
sions required, and the project seemed to have
died a premature death.
Shortly after, Mr. Hutchinson hearing of the ex
tension of the so-called belt line of railway into this
county, to touch the lake at Highland Park, sought
to divert the Lake terminus to Waukegau, which,
by great personal effort and argument, he suc
ceeded in doing. He then re-opened the sugar
reﬁnery project and succeeded in effecting its re
moval from Buﬁ’alo, N. Y., to this place. That
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company has now been in successful operation here l in 1860. He served in various local oﬂlces while
since 1889, and gives employment to about ﬁve
residing in Libertyville, being Postmaster, etc.,
hundred hands. Other manufacturies were soon
and since coming to Wankegan has served six
attracted to Waukegan, among which may be named
years as Supervisor on the County Board and took
the United States Starch Company, employing two
an active part in the management of the construc
hundred men; the American Mortar Company,
tion of the new Court House in 1878. He has
employing ﬁfty men; the Corey Car Company,
also served two years in the Common Council.
which is about erecting its buildings, and when
Mr. Hutchinson was married in Waukegan, on
established will afford work for from seven hun
the 22d of September, 1853, to Miss Julia E.
dred to eight hundred men. The Chicago Safe &
Sherman, daughter of Lebbeus and Joanna Sher
Lock Company have their plant well under way,
man. She was born in Berlin, Vt.. October 25,
and when completed will employ upwards of ﬁve
1827. Her father was born February 6, 1779, and
hundred hands. The latest and most extensive
died September 6, 1834, his wife, who was born
ﬁrm induced to locate here is the Washburn dz
July 7, 1785, surviving him until September 23,
Moen Manufacturing Company, which was about
1849. Mrs. Hutchinson died in Wankegan on the
to locate in South Chicago. The company has
20th of December, 1886, leaving two children,
purchased a site in Waukegan to the extent of ﬁve
daughters—Frances H., who was born July 9,
hundred and ﬁfty acres, which is surveyed and
1854, is now the wife of John H. Kennicott, of
and platted for the erection of their plant that is
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Gertrude M., who was born
designed to manufacture wire and wire cloth of
February 22, 1857, is the wife of W. E. Kellogg,
all kinds. The company’s works are at present
of De Pure. \Vis. On the 8th of November, 1890,
located at \Vorcester, Mass, where they give em
Mr. Hutchinson was again married, in Chicago, to
Miss Annie B. Stephens, who was born in Lock
ployment to four thousand hands. It is expected
that their removal to Waukegan will necessitate a
port, lll., on the 29th of August, 1850, and is a
large part of their present force locating here; be
daughter of Ebenezer and Elsie (Chalmers) Steph
sides leading to the transfer to this point of one or
ens.‘ Her parents were natives of Scotland, the
father born at Fergus, in Aberdeenshire, on the
two large wire cloth working concerns.
4th of June, 18l0, and the mother at Tyre, in the
Another important concern lately established here
same county, December 25, 1821. They emigrated
is the Twin City Soda Works, which employs one
hundred and ﬁfty men. Four other manufacturing to America and located in Illinois. The father
died May 3, 1869. His wife survives him and re
institutions are negotiating for locations, and some
of them will surely come here. The result has sides in Millburn, Ill.
been an unprecedented boom for the city. Real
'Mr. Hutchinson is inclined to be liberal in re
ligious views, while his wife is a member of the
estate has advanced to ﬁgures never contemplated
by the most hopeful and at this writing important
Christian Church. He is a Thirty-second Degree
transfers of title are being made daily.
Mr.
Mason,a member of Waukegan Lodge, No. 78,
A. F. & A. M.; Waukegnn Chapter, No. 41, R.A.M.;
Hutchinson has been rc-elected to the position of
Mayor each succeeding election. At the second ‘ Waukegan Commandery, N0. 12, K. T.; and Ori
election he received a majority of thirty-seven,
ental Consistory, No. 1, A. (ll A. S. R., of Chicago.
and at the last seventy-six. which goes to show
The subject of this sketch is essentially a self-made
that his eﬁorts in the way of building up and ad
He has been widely known as a successful
man.
vancing the development of the city is appreciated.
merchant of Lake County for forty-two years,
Since his administration the city has adopted a
thirty-ﬁve of which have been passed in Wanke
gan. His integrity, enterprise and correct business
new charter under the State law which will prove
very advantageous. Mr. Hutchinson was a Whig
methods have won for him the respect and conﬁ
dence of all with whom he has had business
in early life and joined the Republican party in
time to vote for Abraham Lincoln for President relations. In his ofﬁcial career he has displayed
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great energy and executive ability, and an earnest
desire t0_promote the best interests of the city and
county in which he has- so long resided. The
magniﬁcent results that have followed his efforts
in the past three years while serving as Mayor
should be a monument to his honor for the future
if due credit is given. He is genial and earnest in
manner and indefatigable in carrying out to a suc
cessful issue both his private and public under
takings.
~dm.“

MERSON JENCKES PHILLIPS. one of the
leading farmers and stock-raisers of Wau
LsJ conda Township. residing on section 27.
well deserves representation in this volume, for he
has been prominently connected with the history
of the county since in its early days. He was
born in Stamford, Bennington County, Vt., Octo
ber 14, 1835, and traces his ancestry back to the

Pilgrim Fathers, who landed at Plymouth Rock in
1620. His father, Jenekes Phillips, a native of
Stamford. Vt., was born April 17, 1807, reared in

the Green Mountain State. where he followed farm
ing, and died July 5. 1844. He was a member of
the old State Militia. in the time when “muster
day” was an important day in New England. He
married, January 15, 1835, Nancy Oaks, a native

of Stamford, Vt., and a sister of Mrs. Mary Cook

l

l

the icy side, slipping about a hundred feet. He
wondered if that was typical of his life to follow,
but his career has proved otherwise. for he has
made his way upward instead of in the contrary
direction, and has arisen to a position of which he

may well be proud.

Mr. Phillips went direct to

Aurora, Ill., and then on to Waueonda Town

ship, this county, May 6, 1857, where for a year he
worked as a farm hand. He then determined to
engage in farming for himself. but through some
misfortune. he lost all he had and was forced to
begin life at the lowest round of the ladder again.
Mr. Phillips was united in marriage with Miss
Jane B. Rouse, who was born in this State. August

29, 1844. She is a lady of culture and has the
happy faculty of making her guests feel at their
case, which makes her house a favorite resort with

her many friends. She is a daughter of one of the
honored pioneers of the county. Her father, John
Rouse, was a native of Oxfordshire, England. born
November 5. 1805. He emigrated to America
about 1832, and worked on the Mohawk Turnpike
and the Erie Canal for two years and then came to
Illinois, becoming the ﬁrst wood-turner in Chicago.
In 1837 he located in \Vauconda Township when
only Justus and Mark Bangs were there residing.
He entered eighty acres of Government land, and
he and his wife made a little log cabin their home.
This building was more pretentious than the homes
of their neighbors, for it had a board ﬂoor while

and Andrew and Daniel Oaks, whose sketches are

most of the cabins supported only _'a puncheon

given on another page of this work, as is also the
record of her birth. 'l'his worthy couple were
parents of three sons—Daniel, who died in April,

ﬂoor. The Winnebago Indians were still numer
ous in the settlement, and the poles of their wig
wams still stood on the farm which Mr. Rouse
entered. An article written by Justus Bangs. pub

1844, at the age of six years; Rufus, who married
Miss Ella Bent, a native of the Bay State. and is

engaged in farming in Northﬁeld, Mass.
The youngest of the family is our subject. He
was only about eight years old when his father
died, and at a very early age he began life for him
self. He was early inured to hard labor, and has
led an industrious and busy life. His opportuni
ties for securing an education were limited and he
had few advantages of any kind. On the 13th of
April, 1857, he started for the West with a capital
of $303.50 in his pocket, and when crossing the
west ridge of the Green Mountains. he fell down i

lished in the Lake County Patriot. contained the

following: “One of Wauconda’s oidest pioneers,
a man whose genial, sunny nature and rigid obser
vance of the golden rule in all his transactions,
won for him the love and respect of the people of
this and adjoining counties. was quite suddenly
called to his ﬁnal rest on Saturday, February 28,
1880. We refer to Mr. John Rouse. He was born
November 5, 1805, in Oxfordshire, England. A
natural keenness and far-sightedness~whicl1 made

him one of the most successful men of our county,
developed at an early age ﬂLd enabled him to see
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the advantages for a young man in free America.
So it was then, in

1827, he landed in New York

with a pair of willing hands and a large fund of
energy and integrity. Here he learned his trade
—-that of wood-turning. In 1837 his attention
was called to Chicago, and the chances for a plucky
man in the new country at once presented them
selves to his far-reaching mind. There we ﬁnd him
in that year, Chicago’s ﬁrst wood turner. During
the year he made the acquaintance of Justus Bangs,
who opened up the advantages of Lake County,

held the ofﬁce of School Director for thirteen
years which fact stamps him as one who has had
the educational interest of the community at heart,

and for six years he has been Road Commissioner.
Socially, he is a member of the Patrons 0f Indus
try and is a Master Mason, belonging to Wauconda
Lodge. He also adheres to the l‘niversalist faith,
and his wife is a member of the Presbyterian

few hours. The funeral on Tuesday afternoon,
Rev. Mr. Mountain ofﬁciating, was one of the largest
gatherings of the kind known here for years.” Mrs.
Phillips’ mother, whose maiden name was Elizabeth
Cole, was a native of Kent, England, born July 30,
1811. Her death occurred March 29, 1879, and
her remains are interred in the Wauconda Ceme
tery, where a beautiful monument marks the spot.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rouse were born the follow
ing children—Ann Elizabeth, who became the wife
of Joseph Stone, died in 1856, at the age of twen
ty-one; Julia L., who died at the age of nineteen;
Mrs. Phillips, the next younger; Catherine A.,

Church. They are also friends of all worthy and
charitable interests, and have given of their means
to such enterprises as are calculated to beneﬁt the
community. They have a beautiful home supplied
with all the comforts and modern conveniences,
situated in the midst of a ﬁne farm of 387 acres
of land, the greater part of which is under a high
state of cultivation. Their possessions are the
work of their hands, and their prosperity is well
deserved. As pioneers, they have witnessed almost
the entire growth of the county from the days
when its lands were still in the primitive condi
tion, its cities were villages, and the work of de
velopment seemed scarcely begun. All is changed
and in the work of transformation they have ever
borne their part. By friends and neighbors they
are highly esteemed, and no one is more worthy of
a representation in this volume than Mr. and Mrs.
Phillips.

who is the wife of Nicholas Wolaver, a farmer of
Winﬁeld, Kan., by whom she has ﬁve children;

=ase=

where Mr. Rouse settled in 1837, and where he re
mained until his death. He died about one o’clock,
P. M., on the day named, after an illness of only a

Louisa Sophronia, whom became the wife of Will

iam Simmons, died in 1885, and George \Villiam
died in 1866, at the age of ten months.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Phillips was cele
brated January 2, 1862, and by their union have
been born three children, a son and two daughters
—-Otis, who Was born October 27, 1862, and was
educated in the schools of \Vauconda, is an exem

AMUEL S. COLE, one of the pioneer set—
tlers of Benton Township, residing on sec
tion 21, was born in County Cork, Ireland,
July 25, 1820, and is a son of James and

Nancy (Sweatnam) Cole, both of whom were na
tives of the same county, the former born about

plary young man, and is now aiding his father in
the management of the home farm; Ella, who was
born June 15, 1867,and educated in Woodstock,
and had a good musical education, is the wife of

1790, and the later about 1794. The family came
to America in 1837, landing in Quebec, Canada,
and proceeding to Rochester, N. Y. James Cole
there spent two months, after which he continued
his journey Westward, until arriving at Detroit,

Hapgood Parks, a native of Illinois, and a success

Mich., where another week was spent.

ful farmer of Nunda, McI-Ienry County; Blanche

family arrived in Chicago and Mr. Cole purchased
one hundred and sixty acres near the present site
of that metropolis.
Soon, however, this tract
was sold and he purchased three hundred and sixty
acres of land near Lake Forest, which farm he be

J., born January 14, 1886, is the baby of the house
hold.
Mr. Phillips cast his ﬁrst vote for Abraham Lin
coln, and has since supported that party. Ile has

In 1837 the
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gan to improve, making it his home for twenty
years. At the expiration of that time he again
disposed of his property and bought two hundred
and twenty acres in Benton Township, on which
he spent his last days, his death occurring on the
8th of November, 1861. His faithful wife passed
away July 15, 1874.
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only to this generation but for all time to come,
and the old settlers who have known him for over
half a century will take pleasure in seeing him
represented in this work which is chiefly devoted
to the perpetuation of the lives and deeds of the
honored pioneers of Lake County.

Mr. Cole was a successful

farmer and esteemed citizen, and both he and his
wife were active members of the Methodist Epis
copal Church and led consistent Christian lives.
Samuel Cole, the subject of this sketch, was

reared to farm life under the parental roof and ac

quired sufﬁcient education to transact the ordinary
business affairs connected with his chosen occu
pation. ()n reaching manhood he took charge of
the old homestead, which he continued to operate
until his father’s death. As a companion on life’s
journey he chose Miss Grace B. Baird, of Benton
Township, who was born in Glasgow, Scotland,
September 22, 1837, and is a daughter of John and
Jane (Wilson) Baird. Their wedding was cele~
brated on the 27th of May, 1859, and unto them

has been born a family

of six children-Mary

Jane, born July 3, 1860, now the wife of Robert
Ferguson; James 8., who died in infancy; Samuel

N., who was born June 29, 1863, and married Let
tie MeGregor; Grace U.. who was born August 15,
1865. and is now the wife of Hiram W. Ferry;
John J., who was born July 19, 1868, and has
charge of the home farm; and Eva R., the young

est, born September 23, 1872.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Cole are active members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, are earnest
workers in the Master’s vineyard and give liber
ally of their means to the support of the Gospel.
Politically he is independent and cares nothing for
political preferment yet keeps himself well in
formed concerning the issues of the day. His ﬁne
farm comprises two hundred and twenty acres,
is well improved and furnished with one of
the best residences in Benton Township, besides
substantial outbuildings. All of the surroundings
plainly indicate the thrift of the owner, who is re
garded as one of the enterprising, public-spirited
and representative men of the community. As
Mr. Cole is the founder of his branch of the fam
ily in America this sketch will be of interest not

Mes-W
YMBROSE P. WERDEN, deceased. We
are pleased to present to the readers of
this ALBUM a record of the life of the gen~
tleman whose name heads this sketch, for
he was connected with the history of the county
from 1856 until the day of his death. A native
of Cheshire. Berkshire County, Mass, he was born
May 18, 1818.

His father, Alden Werden, was

also a native of the Bay State. He was a wheel
wright by trade and spent the greater part of his
life in Massachusetts. He married Chloe Green,
also a native of Massachusetts, and unto them were

born two children—our subject, and a sister who
died previous to his birth. The death of the mother
occurred in 1850, and six years later Mr. Werden
emigrated to Lake County, Ill., where he died at
the age of eighty years. He Was a man of strong
convictions whom nothing could turn from a
course which he believed to be right, and in poli
tics he was an old-line Whig, a stalwart supporter
of party principles.
Ambrose Werden spent the days of his boyhood
and youth in his father’s home and obtained his
education in the common schools, whereby he was
ﬁtted for the practical and useful life he led. He
worked for a time in a paper factory in his native
State, but farming was his principal occupation.
November 7, 1841, he married Miss Sarah H. Bagg,

a native of Lanesboro. Berkshire County, Mass.
ller education was acquired in the common schools
of that State and in the higher schools of Shelburn,
Mass, and Bennington, Vt. Her people we will
mention further on in this sketch. By the mar
riage of Mr. and Mrs. Werden were born four
children, sons, and all are yet living. The eldest,
Henry, was married to Miss Louise Oaks and is a
farmer of Nunda, Mcllenry County, Ill. They
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haVe two children, both sons, the elder of whom,

Louvain, is a young man of superior ability. He
has chosen dentistry as his profession and will he
graduated from the Dental College of Chicago in
the class of '92. Clayton resides with his pa
rents and has been brought up as a farmer.
Both are young men of excellent character and
are an honor to their parents. Herbert is a
commission merchant and successful business man
of Chicago. Kirk resides with his mother. Willie
E., the youngest, was graduated from the commer
cial department of the Valparaiso Normal School,
taught school and was then in a business house in
Chicago, but is now engaged in mercantile pursuits
in Waukegan. Wishing their children to grow up
men of worth, who would lead honorable and use

ful lives, Mr. and Mrs. Werden provided them
with good educational advantages and endeavored
to instill into their minds lessons of industry and
uprightness, and their teachings have not been
without effect. The mother has just reason to be
proud of her four sons, who are useful and honor
able business men and respected members of so
ciety.
The family came to Lake County in 1856._Mr.
Werden casting in his lot with the early settlers of
Wauconda Township. It was not long before his
fellow-townsmen recognized his sterling worth and
numbered him among the leading citizens of the
community. In politics he was a stalwart Repub
lican and exercised his right of franchise for men
of principle and integrity. He was a faithful
member of the Baptist Church, an active worker
in the Sunday-school and did all in his power to
aid in the spread of the Gospel. Charitable and
benevolent he was a friend to the poor and needy,
and his sympathy and aid were never withheld
from those. in distress. He passed away on the
15th of January, 1883, and was laid to rest in the
beautiful Wauconda Cemetery, his four sons lower

ing the casket into the grave. A monument has
been erected sacred to his memory, but the stone
is not needed to keep him in remembrance of his
family. His death left a vacancy in the household
which can never be supplied, and in the social
circle and church he is sadly missed and the county

feels the loss of one of its best citizens.

Mrs. Werden yet survives her husband.

She is

also a member of the Baptist Church, and like her

husband delights in doing good. Her life is made
up of deeds of kindness and acts of charity, which
are performed in a quiet, unostentatious manner.
She makes her home the abode of hospitality and
her friends are sure to receive a kindly welcome
at her ﬁreside.

With his mother resides Kirk V.,

her third son, who since the death of his father
has tenderly cared for his widowed mother. Pre
viously he had resided upon the farm, but when
Mrs. Werden was left alone he felt that his duty
called him to her. He was educated in the dis
trict schools. In politics he followed in the foot
steps of his father, always voting the Republican
ticket. He is a young man whose many excel
lencies of character have won him universal
esteem.

In speaking of her early life, Mrs. Werden rc
latcd in a graphic manner many incidents and
stories told to her by her maternal grandfather,
Amos Pettibone, who served in the Revolutionary
War.

He was a native of Connecticut, and told

how in pioneer days he removed to Massachusetts.
lie was a man of splendid proportions, possessing
an excellent physique, and was a true type of the
sturdy New Englander. When the Revolutionary
War broke out he espoused the cause of the Col
onies and entered the service. With hundreds of
others of those days he would not purchase the tea
which was sent from England to this country, and
which was called by the Colonists “' ‘ory broth,”
and never afterward would he use tea. Rather
than partake of anything shipped from the Old
Country they would go hungry, and it often hap
pened that the soldiers were in great need of
strengthening food. On one occasion, when' the
supply was quite limited, Mr. Pettibone and his
cousin, Ezra Parker, his messmate, came across a
camp kettle in the Tories’ camp, in which they
found a little potato, which was unselﬁshly divided
between them, although probably both were in need
of substantial food of that sort. The way in which
the Colonial army bore their sufferings shows that
they were ﬁghting for principle. Mrs. Werden has
in her possession a quaint old clock which belonged
to her grandfather, and is an exnct copy of
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that once owned by Longfellow, and which he
some other pursuit than that of farming. he was ap
made famous in his beautiful poem, “The Old
prenticed to a boot and shoe maker, serving until
Clock on the Stairs." This priceless souvenir
he had attained his majority. When in Fadmoor,
England. he began business on his own account.
stands about seven and a half feet high and has
He had no capital, but possessed a stout English
ponderous weights, weighing fourteen pounds
heart and a pair of willing hands. As a helpmate
each. It has been a faithful timepiece since the
days of the Revolution, and many children and
he chose Miss Agnes Buckingham, who was born
grandchildren who have looked upon its friendly
in Yorkshire in January, 1826. Their union was
celebrated September 23, 1846, and before they
face are now sleeping beneath the sod. One me
mento of those early days, and a priceless treasure
left their native land their home was gladdened by
to Mrs. Werden, is a tuning box, which was the
the presence of two children: Elijah, who is now
property of Mr. Werden’s father, and was in use at
engaged in merchandising in V010, married Clara
a time when church organs were unknown. This ‘ Ellis. by whom he has two children, a son and a
little box is made of black walnut and is perhaps
daughter; Rosanna, who was born July 12, 1848,
one hundred and twenty years old. It was as essen
died in early infancy.
tial as the hymn book. Mr. Pettibone and his wife
In 1849, accompanied by his family, Mr. Rich
both lived to the advanced age of eighty-six years.
ardson started for America upon a sailing vessel.
The voyage lasted six weeks, during which time
The father of Mrs. Werden, Aaron Bagg, was
they encountered many storms and often thought
born in 1789, in the old Bay State, and belonged
they would never again reach land, but at length
to one of the old New England families. His
father died when he was sixteen years old. He
they arrived safely at New York, and thence
was reared among the Berkshire Hills of his na
they made their way by the Erie Canal and Great
tive State and married Sallie Pettibone. She was a
Lakes to Little Fort, now Waukegan, where Mr.
member of the Baptist Church, and both were
Richardson secured two teams and came at once to
Waueonda Township. where he has since made his
highly respected people. Mr. Bagg died in 1871,
at the ripe old age of eighty-two years, and his
home. He purchased eighty acres of land, on
which not a furrow had been turned or a rod of
wife was called to her ﬁnal rest at the age of
fence built. He at once erected a log cabin and in
forty-six. They had six children, of whom three
true pioneer style began life in America. Chicago,
live—Mrs. Harriet Bush, Mrs. Werden and Ralph
then a small town, was the nearest market, and
Bagg, a farmer of Iowa.
many were the hardships and trials of frontier life
which the family endured. The father continued
me
to work at his trade of shoemaking for a time, but
ﬁnally abandoned it altogether and has since de
voted his entire attention to farming. IIis land is
IONATHAN RICHARDSON, one of the hou
now under a high state of cultivation and the im
ored pioneers of the county, who is now
provements seen there stand as monuments to the
1 I engaged in farming on section 10, Wau
thrift and enterprise of the owner, for they are the
©J conda Township, is a native of England.
works of his hand. The cabin home has long since
He was born in Yorkshire in 1815 and is a son of
been replaced by a pleasant residence, and the
“'illiam and Anna (Chapman) Richardson, both of
family are surrounded by many comforts which
whom were natives of Yorkshire, where they spent
have been secured through the labors and good
their entire lives. The father was a farmer by oe
management of our subject.
cupation and followed that business all his life.
He died when well advanced in years.
The family circle has also been increased by the
The subject of this sketch attended private
birth of ten children: William, who was born June
schools for a time in his youth, but his educational
18, 1850, is married and resides in Elgin; George,
advantages were limited. Wishing to engage in
who was born February 16, 1852, is married and
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lives at Gray’s Lake; Robert, who was born Octo
ber 23, 1853, resides at Gray’s Lake; Naomi, de
ceased; Mary Ann, who was born May 8, 1857, is

now the wife ofJohn Doyle, a farmer of Wauconda
Township; Jane, who was born June 9, 1859, is the
wife of John Vasey, a successful agriculturist of
Wauconda Township; Daniel, who was born July
31. 1861, aids his father in the farm work; John
uie, who was born December 25. 1865, is an enter

prising, wide-awake young farmer, an honor to his
parents; Rosanna, who was born March 3. 1866, is
the wife of William Donal. an English farmer; and

Jonathan, who completes the family.
In politics Mr. Richardson is a Republican, but
he never sought or desired public oﬂice, preferring
to devote his entire attention to his business inter~

Madison County, N. Y., in 1848, at the age of ﬁfty
eight years. and his wife passed away about two
years later. They reared a family of thirteen
children, who grew to mature years and were mar
ried.

Six are now living: Christiana, of Florida,

N. Y.; Mls. Margaret Howard, of Buffalo, N. Y.;

Mrs. Almira Fry, Mrs. Angeline Trefts and Mrs.
Henrietta Torry, all of Buﬁ'alo; and Isaac. of this

sketch. The father was a good business man,
shrewd, plaetiea] and progressive, and became a
substantial citizen of Madison County, N. Y.
The ﬁrst twelve years of his life our subject
spent in his native county, and then went to Mad
ison County. The only educational advantages
which he received were those of the subscription
schools. He remained at home until he had at

ests, which he has done with excellent success.

tained his majority, when he rented a farm,married

He well deserves to be called a self made man and
he and his wife are numbered among the best citi
zens and honored pioneers of the community.
where they have so long made their home. Their
upright lives entitle them to the conﬁdence of all
with whom they come in contact and they are held
in universal esteem.

and began life for himself. As a helpmate on life’s
journey he chose Margaret Grove, their wedding

,SAAC SlVER is a leading farmer of Newport
Township. residing on section 11. In mention
li ing the early settlers of Lake County, Mr.
Siver could not be omitted, as he came to the
county during the days of its early history, and
from that time up to the present, has been identi
ﬁed with its interests. He was born in the town

taking place July 4, 1845.

ison

County.

She was born in Mad

Her parents died in

Sheboygan

County, Wis. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Siver have been
born twelve children, one of whom died in infancy.

The others are Mrs. Mary C. Stewart, of Newport
Township; Mrs. Alice J. Young, of Hebron, Me
Henry County; George A., who is a carpenter by
trade and is a partner in the mercantile establish
ment in Russell; Mrs. Margaret A. Skinner, of
Hebron; John Archie, a farmer and carpenter of
Kenosha County, \Vis.; Mrs. Carrie E. Waddell,
of Wadsworth; Chillian F., who is in a hardware
store in Russell; Harrison F., manager of the Rus

sell stock farm, adjoining the home place; Elzy
Pitt. a carpenter residing at home; Ikie L., who
has begun to learn the carpenter’s trade with his

of Florida, N. Y. June 18, 1824, and is a son of

brother; and Warren 11., who but a short time

George Siver, a native of Albany County, N. Y.,
who grew to manhood on a farm and in Herkimer
County married Margaret Stissei, of German de
scent. Her father, a native of Germany, was a
physician and a man of much learning. Mr. Siver,
Sr., was twice drafted into the army during the
war of 1812 and was present during the surrender
of Hull. Soon afterward he removed to Florida,

since began elerking in a store in Russell. having
just returned from Dayton, Ohio, where he was em

ployed as a teacher of stenography. All the chil
dren were born and reared in this county, except
Mary and Alice, who were born in Madison County.

The boys are well started in life and have become
good business men.
Mr. Siver came to Lake County with his family

N. Y., where the birth of our subject occurred.

in 1850 and since March, 1851, has resided upon

By occupation he was a farmer and followed that

his present farm.

business throughout his entire life.

land, upon which was a log house that served as

He died in

He ﬁrst purchased eighty acres of
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his home for ten years, but it has long been re
placed by a commodious residence. Good barns
and other outbuildings have also been put up and
there may be found the latest improved machinery
and many other conveniences which give evidence
of the enterprising and progressive spirit of the
owner. In connection with general farming he is
engaged in breeding Clydesdale horses, having
from twelve to fourteen head of ﬁne stock on hand.
When we know the condition of his ﬁnances on
coming to this county, we realize in some degree
the success which has attended his eﬂorts and the
hard work, perseverance and energy, which was
necessarily put forth to bring about that result.
lie borrowed $900 with which to pay for his farm
and before the principal was all paid had paid
$3,200 interest.

Socially, Mr. Siver is a member

of the Modern Woodmen of America and formerly
belonged to the Union League, which met at his
home. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Henry Clay and supported Fremont and Lincoln,
and has since been a Republican. Although he of
ten attends the conventions of his party, where his
views and ideas are respectfully received, he has
never held office, preferring to give his entire at
tention to his business. In religious belief he is a
Universalist.

MW“

w ANSOM STEELE, one of the earliest pio
(
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on the Connecticut River and founded the city of
Hartford, of which John Steele was Recorder for

nearly twenty years, and for twenty-three consc
cutive years was elected to the principal court of
the colony, of which he was Secretary several
years. George Steele resided on “The Lane” in
Hartford, now

Washington Street, southeast of

Trinity College, and died in 1663, at a very ad
vanced age. Daniel Steele, Sr., the father of the
subject of this sketch, was of the seventh genera
tion of George Steele of Hartford. He was twice
married, his second wife being Margaret Welton.
Ransom Steele was educated at Waterbury Acad
emy, and was married in that city October 2|,

1821, to Miss Betsy Beecher, who was born in
Kent, Conn.

Mrs. Steele’s father was a soldier of

the Revolutionary \Var, and was related to the
family of which Henry \Vard Beecher was a mem
ber. Mr. Steele was engaged in woolen manufact~
urc at \Vatcrbury until 1834, when having met
with reverses in business, be determined to seek
for himself and family a home in the far “West on
Government land, and become afarmer. With
that end in view he set out for Illinois in May,
1834, and on reaching his destination joined his
brother Richard, who had preceded him the year
before. They fell in company with Mr. Andrew
Wells, with whom they spent a few months near
Naperville, Du Page County, and then selected
claims near what is now Libertyville, Lake County.
The land not having been then surveyed, or an
nounced opened for settlement, they Were compelled

neers of Lake County, and for several years

to retire and await events.

a prominent merchant and banker of Wau

February 21, 1835, the [ndian title becoming ex
tinguished, although the Indians were not removed
until August of the following year, they effected a
settlement some two and a half miles south of
where the present village of Libertyville is'locatcd.
There they erected cabins on their claims and pre
pared homes for their families. Mr. and Mrs.

legan, was born in Waterbury. Conn., Sep
tember 2. 1798. He was a son of Daniel Steele, Sr.,
and Margaret Welton, his wife. and was descended
from one of the oldest Connecticut families. His
earliest American ancestor, George Steele, emi
grated from England in company with his brother
John. and located in Dorchester, Mass, in 163l.
Two years later the brothers became landed propri
etors in Newtown. afterward Cambridge. In June,
1636, in company with the Rev. Mr. Hooker and a
colony, known as the “Hartford Colony," the
Steele brothers traversed the wilderness with their
families, a two weeks' journey. The colony located

A few months later,

Steele had two children, a daughter and son.

Mar

garet A. became the wife of C. R. Steele, and is a
resident of Waukegan; Homer B., the son, was
born in \Vatcrbury, Conn., December 7, 1831, and

was a pioneer settler of Lake County. He now
resides at Waukegan.
In May, 1835, Mrs. Ransom Steele, accompanied
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by her children and brother—in-law, Davis C. Steele,
left their home in Connecticut for Illinois. They
traveled by stage and canal to Buffalo, where they
took passage on a sail vessel for Chicago, arriving
in that city after a journey of six weeks. There
they were met by Mr. Steele, who took them by
team through muddy and swampy roads to their
cabin home, near Libertyville.
Mr. Steele improved his land and was engaged
in farming until the spring of 1847, when he re

County to lay out a road from Chicago to the
north State line. across the Des Plaines River. The
road was laid out in December, 1835, and was es

tablished in March, 1836, being the ﬁrst public
road established by State authorities within the
present limits of Lake County. Richard Steele’s
son, Albert 13., is said to have been the first white

tile business, until later he was associated with that

child born in Lake County, or in the territory com
prised by that county. He was born on Mr. Steele’s
claim. situated about two and a half miles south of
the site of the present village of Libertyville, on
the 20th of June. 1855, and is now a resident of
Advance, Mich. Richard Steele continued to re

gentleman in banking. He maintained his business

side on his farm near Libertyville. until 1842, when

moved to Waukegan, and in 1849, became a part

ner of his son-in-law, C. R. Steele, in the mercan

relations with his son—in-law until his death, which

he removed to Manitowoc, Wis., where his death

occurred September 14, 1862.

occurred in 1876.
The Steele brothers and their families experi
enced the usual hardships incident to the pioneer
days. One of Ransom Steele’s early experiences
in regard for the facilities for getting mail is
worthy of preservation. It occurred while he was
building his cabin home and before his family had
arrived. Being anxious to hear from his wife, he
was obliged to walk to Chicago, a distance of
thirty miles, that being the nearest post ofﬁce, and
to pay twent Y-ﬁve cents postage on the letter when

His wife survived

and died January 21, 1888.
Politically, Mr. Steele in early life was a Whig,
and a' Republican after the organization of that
party. He never sought or desired public ofﬁce,
but served as Justice of the Peace several years.
He and his wife were members of the Episcopal
Church, as were his ancestors for many genera
tions. He assisted in the organization of the Epis
copal Parish of Waukegan, and contributed liber
ally to the support of his church, of which he was
Senior Warden, and

was prominently identiﬁed

with its financial management. Mr. Steele was a
public-spirited, enterprising man, and was influen
tial in public affairs and business circles. While
unassuming in manner, he was a man of superior
mental force and intellectual attainments, and his

judgment was consulted and his society sought by
many who were benefited thereby. Many acts of
kindness and generosity were done by him in a
quiet way, that was not calculated to attract atten

he got it. But it- is to such men that all honor is
due. Coming generations will honor their worth
and revive their memories.

.
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who were the recipients of his favors. His life was

“fl, OSES HUBBARD, deceased, was one of
(“j the prominent business men of Lake
\ County. The story of his life is as fol
lows. He was born in Rutland, Vt., Feb

pure and above reproach, and he left the world

ruary lO, 18l7, and when seven years of age went

better for have been a living presence in it. His
ever act was shaped by the strictest integrity, and
that rigid regard for justice and high moral excel
lence that had been inculcated by his New England

to live with a merchant, but not being satisﬁed
he returned home. He began life for himself at a
very early age. Having clerked in a store in his
native State until 1836, he started with his
mother, two sisters and a younger brother for the
West to try his fortune on its broad prairies. On
the way the boat on which they sailed was disabled
and he had to hire a wagon to bring the family

tion, which were treasured up in the hearts of those

education, and the traditions of his forefathers.

Richard Steele, who settled in Lake County near
his brother Ransom, was one of the three “viewers”

appointed by the county commissioners of Cook
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the last two hundred miles of the distance.

Upon

arriving in Lake County he entered a claim near
Half Day, upon which he located his mother and
the other members of the family while he himself
went to Chicago to secure work. When he ar
rived in that town he had no capital, but possessed
what was better—a good recommendation from the

positions.
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Mrs. lIubhard survived her husband

only a few months, and died on the 19th of April,
1891. Many friends mourned their loss, for they
were worthy people whose lives won them the
merited esteem of all.

man for whom he had elerked in Vermont, signed

also by the leading citizens of the town. He was
successful in getting a position in Chicago as clerk,
and after being thus engaged for a time began
merchandising on his own account at that place.
In addition to keeping store, be furnished ice for
the entire town. On his return to Lake County he
engaged in mercantile pursuits in Half Day, hav
ing as partner successively two of his wife's
brothers. Failing health caused him to leave his
store and move to his farm with the hope that
outdoor exercise would prove beneﬁcial to him.
He had succeeded in his commercial interests and
was more or less prosperous in his career as an
agriculturist. He owned a good farm of one hun
dred and eighty acres, on which he lived until

T] OIIN B. ALLAN-SON, a retired farmer now

near Half Day, September 18, 1854, and is now

! living in Liberlyville, located in Lake
/ _ v County, Ill., in 1859. He came from Oneida
C.,
County, N. Y., and took up his residence in
Vernon 'I‘ownship, since which time he has been
prominently identified with the history of his
'county, especially its agricultural interests. lie
was born in Yorkshire, England, in 1830, and is
the youngest in a family of six children, whose
parents, John and Mary (Barnhy) Allanson, were
also natives of Yorkshire. In 1831, after scy'eral
weeks spent upon the Atlantic, they landed at New
York and became residents of Oneida County,
where Mr. Allanson, Sr., followed the occupation
‘of farming until his death, which occurred in 1844.
He was the founder of this branch of the family
in America and a highly respected citizen. His
wife long survived him, dying in 1880, at the age
of ninety-one years. The following is the record
of their children: Thomas B. is married and re
sidcs in Oneida County, N. Y.; Eliza is now Mrs.
Kill)ourne of Oneida County; Mary J., wife of
Harvey C. Bartlett, died in the Empire State in

engaged in the carpenter business in Waukegan.

'1860; Ellen was the wife of Stanton Hall, and died

He married Mattie Dyer, and has one son, Vic

1884, when he removed to Waukegan.

At Half Day, on the 6th of January, 1863, Mr.
Hubbard married Lucinda A., daughter of Ru
dolphus and Lucy (Willey) Rose, who came to
this county forty years ago. Her mother died at
age of ﬁfty-three years, and the father in the
eighty-fourth year of his age. Mr. and Mrs. Hub
bard have but one child, Charles W., who was born

lican, but voted for the man rather than for the

in 1887, in Osage, Iowa.
John B. Allanson, who completes the family was
reared in the usual manner of farmer lads and at
the age of eighteen became employed as clerk in
a large furnace manufactory. He continued clerk
ing until his emigration Westward in 1859. Six
years previous, he was married in Oneida County,
his union being with Miss Clara Doty, who was
born in Massachusetts, and is a daughter of Wilson
And Clara Doty. Her family traces their ancestry
back to the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers at Ply

party. He served as Postmaster of Half Day for
a number of years and was Township Clerk for

Jeduthan Doty, grandfather of Mrs. Allanson,

eight years, but was never a man to seek _ofﬁcial

served in the American army.

tor M.
On the 19th of November, 1890, Mr. Hubbard
passed away. Thus Lake County lost one of its
old settlers and highly esteemed citizens. In the
truest sense of the word he was a self-made man,

beginning, as he did with nothing, he acquired by
honesty and frugality a comfortable competence.
He gave liberally to the churches and was chari-I
table to the poor. In politics he was a Repub

mouth Rock in 1620, and in the War of 1812,

Her father was
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born in the Bay State. October 10, 1811, and about

1832, there married Clara Savery, who was born
February 24, 1814. He was a shoemaker by trade
and followed that business for many years. In
1839, he removed to Oneida County, N. Y., where
he resided until 1860, which year witnessed his
arrival in Vernon Township, Lake County. After
wards he went to Elgin, 111., where his death oc
curred in January, 1891, at the age of four score

years. During the late war, he enlisted at Wheel
ing, Cook County, 111., in 1862, as a member of
the Sixty-ﬁfth Illinois Infantry. lie entered the
service as a wagoner and later was engaged as
nurse in the hospitals.

On the close of the war he

Deerﬂeld Townships. Himself and wife are mem
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Allanson have been born
four children but only two are now living: Edith
E., born October 4, 1854, was married on the 20th

of October, 1874. to Fred Towner, and died May
6,1884, at Diamond Lake, this county, leaving
three children, Edith, Grace, and Charlie, all of

whom are living; J. Thomas. born August 8, 1859,
wedded Miss Mary E. Davison. and they have two
children, Park and Paul; Mary Jane, born Decem

ber 14, 1861, is the wife of E. W. Butterﬁeld; they
were married November 16, 1881, and have two
children, Maud and Earl.

was honorably discharged and afterward became
a member of the Grand Army Post of Elgin. His
excellent wife still surviws him and makes her
home at that place. In their family were eight
children, the eldest of whom is Clara, wife of our
subject; Reuben died in infancy; Warren is mar

Many changes have taken place in Lake County
during the thirty-two years’ residence of Mr. Allan
son within its borders. At the time of his arrival
the railroad facilities consisted of a single road
along the lake shore but now the Wisconsin Cen
tral crosses the belt line on his farm. He has al

ried and resides in Winona, Minn., where he is em

ways taken an active interest in everything for the

ployed as a bookkeeper; Benjamin is married and
holds the position of City Marshal in BJJ‘llbOO,
Wis; Mary Janet died in New York at the age of

good of the county, aided in all public enterprises
and is esteemed a worthy and valued citizen.

eight years; Isabel is the widow of John A. Corbin;

Charlotte is the wife of George Foot, of Elgin, 111.;
Dora died in infancy in New York.
On coming to this county in 1859, Mr. Allanson
purchased land in Vernon Township, which be im
proved and made his home for ten years, when he
sold and bought a farm of one hundred and twelve
acres, which is still in his possession.

Success at

tended his business eﬂ’orts and by close attention
to his interests he acquired a handsome competence
which new numbers him among the substantial
citizens of the community and enables him to live
a retired life. In political atTairs he takes an active
interest and supports the Republican party, having
voted for each of its candidates since John C. Fre
mont ran on that ticket. lie is also a strong tem
perance advocate. He served as Census Enumerator
in New York. has been Assessor of Vernon Town~
ship, and was Census Enumerator in 1880, and
again in 1890. Socially, he is a member of Liberty
ville Lodge, No. 492, A. F. a A. M., and has served

as its Treasurer.

He is agent for the Milburn In

surance Company in Libertyville, Vernon and

WW“
IRAM MILLER, who for several years has
D) been Superintendent of the Lake Blutf Camp
‘ "
Grounds, and is also engaged in the real
estate business, resides at Lake Bluff, Shields

TOWnship. That township is also the place of his na
tivity.

He was born in 1856, on the farm of his

father, James H. Miller, who was a native of New

York, born in 1813 and a son of l). D. and Abigail
Miller, who were of German descent. James Miller
grew to manhood in his native State and there
learned the shoemaker’s trade, also that of a car

penter and joiner. In 1834 he was married to
Anna Maria Quick, a daughter of Reuben and
Betsy Quick and a native of New York, born in
1815. After his marriage he worked at his trade
in the East until 1852, when with his family he
came to Illinois and settled on a rented farm in
Shields Township.
He continued to engage in
agricultural pursuits until his death, which occurred
in 1868.
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Twelve children were born unto Mr. and Mrs.
Miller, seven of whom are now living and all were
born in New York except the youngest two.

tendant of the Lake Bluﬁ' Camp Ground and is also
a dealer in real estate. He has served as Notary

George, born in 1838, died in the army in 1864;

and builder and does some insurance business. In
these various pursuits he. has acquier aeompe
tence. being a young man of good business ability
and enterprising spirit. Socially he belongs: to
Court Lake Forest, No. 214, I. O. F.. in which
he holds the ofﬁce of Chief Ranger. In politics he
is a Republican. His entire life has been passed in
Shields Township and those who have been wit
nesses of his career know him to be a man of ster
ling worth.

John H. went into the army, served faithfully and
at length was honorably discharged, but returned
home only to die of the measles the following year;
Reuben, born in 1843, served three years in the
Ninety-sixth Regiment, Illinois Infantry, without
sustaininga wound; Lewis joined the same regi
ment at the age of seventeen, was wounded in the
battle of Chickamauga, but soon recovered and then

returned to duty again at Resaca, Ga. On the 14th
of May, 1864, he had his left leg shattered by a
bullet and was captured by the enemy. A rebel
surgeon amputated his limb. Later he was retaken
by the Union army and died at Resaca, Ga., May
27, 1864, his remains being buried at Chattanooga.
Isaac W., born in 1851, is a carpenter and joiner
living in Lake Bluff; Abigail A., born in 1853, is

the wife of Peter Master-son. a gardener living in
Lake Forest. Eugene is an engineer on the North
western Railroad, liviug at Lancaster, Wis; Hiram

is the next younger; Susan L.. born in 1858, is
the wife of John Holland. of Pennsylvania. Three
died in infancy. The children all had good educa
tional advantages and have become useful men and
women.
At the age of twenty years, in 1876, our subject
was united in marriage with Anna M. Oleson. who
was born in Norway in 1856. Her parents died
when she Was ﬁve years old and an aunt living in
Chicago sent for her and she was brought across
the ocean, making her home with her aunt until
ten years of age, when she went out to work for
her living. With a Mrs. Farr she went to Detroit,
Mich., where she spent three years, attending school
during two years of that time. The succeeding
year she spent in Chicago and then went to Lake
Forest, where she was married. Eight children
grace this union and the family circle yet remains
unbroken. They are as follows: Lillian L., aged
fourteen; Edward N., aged twelve; Lewis 11., aged

Public and Justice of the Peace, is a contractor
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1 g1) LISH A GRAY. Highland Park, a beautiful
suburb of Chicago, enjoys the distinction
1
of being the home of the distinguished
electrician and inventor whose name heads this
sketch. Prof. Gray, who has acquired a world
wide reputation as an electrician and inventor of
electrical mechanism, especially of the telephone
and telautograph, was born in Barnesville, Belmont
County, Ohio, August 2, 1835. At an early age
he was apprenticed ﬁrst to a blacksmith and after
ward to a carpenter and boat-builder. Possessing
superior mental force, he longed for better educa

tional advantages than those with which he had
been favored and on the completion of his term of
service, at the age of twenty -one, he entered Ober
lin College where he gave special attention to the
study of physical science, meanwhile supporting
himself by working at his trade. His collegiate
course extended over a period of ﬁve years. dur
ing which time close application to study had im
paired his health and it was not until his thirtieth
year that his attention was wholly devoted to
electrical mechanism and invention.
In October, 1867, Prof. Gray obtained his ﬁrst
patent for telegraphic apparatus and since then has

eleven; Roy A., aged nine; Albert M., aged six;

received upWards of one hundred more, most of

Florence I.. aged four; Alice M.. two years of age;
and Ida 13., an infant.
Mr. Miller has for several years been Superin

which relate to the telephone. Many have refer
ence to the telegraphic repeaters. telegraphic
switch, annunciator and type-printing telegraph.
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His invention of the telephone resulted from an
accidental discovery. He found when one end of
a secondary coil was connected with the zinc lin
ing of a bath tub, dry at the time. that when he
held the other end of the coil in his left hand and
touched the lining of the tub with his right hand,
it would glide along the side for a short distance
in making contact, giving rise to a sound that had
the same pitch and quality as that of a vibrating
contact-breaker. This discovery led to his inven
tion of the speaking telephone, for which he ﬁled
speciﬁcations on February 14, 1876. On the same
day Prof. Bell ﬁled an application for apatent and
described his new invention in general terms as a
"new and useful improvement in telegraphy.” In

any necessity for the services or presence of an

operator. A few minutes’ reﬂection will suggest to
the reader some of the wonderful possibilities im
plied by such a machine and the services it might
render to mankind, either in public or private

affairs, in statesmanship, war. commerce, justice.
education—but we must hopelessly forbear even
to catalogue its possibilities and content ourseIVes
with noting the structure of an invention which is
a very symbol as well as source of marvelous
achievement. At the transmitting end of the
telautograph line is a pen or pencil such as we
ordinarily use in writing, attached at its points to
two silken cords placed at right angles to each other.
The act of writing. reduced to its simplest form, is
it, he nowhere claims as an inventor that it will
a repetition of vertical and horizontal movements of
transmit articulate vocal sounds as words. In
the pen, and the cords referred to are so arranged
in combination with electrical instruments as to
I’rof. Gray’s application for a patent he describes
impart through magnets. attached to the receiving
his invention as an “art of transmitting vocal
sounds telegraphically.” That was the earliest ap
instrument. corresponding movements of the
plication of the kind in the world. Mr. (tray thus
receiving pen or pencil. The latter is also held
between two rods. controlled by the magnets re
speciﬁed his invention: “It is the object of my
invention to transmit the tones of the human voice
ferred to, and which impart to it an upward or
downward horizontal movement corresponding
through a telegraphic circuit and reproduce them at
with the movements of the transmitting pen so that
the receiving end of the line so that actual conver
sation can be carried on by persons at long dis
every movement made in the original writing of
the sender is accurately and simultaneously repro
tances apart.”
duced at the other end of the line and enlarged
Prof. Gray’s latest and most wonderful inven
or diminished in form as convenience may suggest.
tion is the telautograph, an electrical instrument
The
instruments are so constructed that the opera
by which autographic correspondence is trans
tor
may
write either on a pad in successive lines,
mitted with the facility of the telegraph in a fac
as in ordinary writing or on a continuous roll of
simile of the sender’s hand-writing. The following
ribbon. In either case, the pen touches on a sur
comprehensive description of this. the most impor
face that yields downward as it is pressed and
tant of recent inventions in the wo:ld, is taken
springs up as the pressure is relaxed. This move
from the Chicago Century of September 29, 1888.
ment of the writing surface is utilized by means
“In very few words, then. the telautograph is an
of appropriate mechanism to raise or lower the re
electrical instrument which not only conveys our
ceiving pen so that when the sender of a message
language instantaneously to any distance but at the
lifts the transmitting pen entirely from the paper
same time transcribes it at the receiving point in a
perfect fac-similc 0f the writing in which we em- ‘ he at the same time lifts the receiving pen, thus
intermitting in his message or in like manner di
body it. Furthermore, the receiving instrument
recting further lineal movements. Thus he can also
can enlarge or reduce the proportions of the pen
turn back to any place upon the sheet of ribbon
manship at the pleasure of those using it, while it
and make erasures, additions or corrections, at will.
will delineate with equal ﬁdelity any kind of draw
The receiving instrument is also provided with
ing, device or ﬁgure that can be inscribed with
means, under control from the transmitting end.
pen or pencil. doing all of its work simultaneously
for shifting the paper after the completion of each
with the movements of the sender and without
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line of writing so as to bring it in proper position
to begin on the next line. this being operated
simply by pressing on the button in the table by
the transmitting pen. The transmitting and receiv
ing pens, as well as the paper written on by each,
are under control of the person sending the mes
sage and it requires no special education to operate
the instrument—in fact, you simply indite your
message or speech and it is reproduced at the same
moment ﬁve hundred miles away with every shade
and peculiarity of the handwriting which proved
your identity. Have the most credulous believers
in spiritualism ever claimed such a marvel as this?
l’rof. Gray has devoted seven years of patient
study, labor and experiment to perfecting his won
derful invention.” He has now organized a com
pany composed of enterprising New York capital
ists for the purpose of manufacturing the machines
and developing the business and it is very probable
that before this article is in print, it will be under
full and successful headway.
Soon after graduating from Oberlin College,
Prof. Gray made his home in Cleveland, Ohio,

At the Electrical Exhibition in Paris in 1881, he
was again honored with a gold medal prize for in
ventions and also received a diploma and grand
prize medal at the Exposition at Paris in. 1889.
Prof. Gray has been the recipient of numerous
honorary degrees from various colleges of his
native country, viz., that of A. M. from Oberlin
College, his Alma Mater; and from other colleges
the degrees of Sc. D., Ph. D. and LL. D. He is a
member of the American Philosophical Society
and the Society of Electrical and Telegraph En
gineers of London. He is a Fellow of the Ameri
can Association for the advancement of Science
and belongs to the Calumet and Union League
Clubs of Chicago; and has been elected to the
chair of electricity in Oberlin College and in Lake
Forest University. He has contributed to the press
and has prepared several pamphlets, essays, etc.,
on scientiﬁc subjects and is the author of a work
entitled “Experimental Researches in Electro-Har
monic-Telegraphy and Telephony.”
Prof. Gray was married on January 1, 1862, to
Miss Delia Shepherd of Oberlin. Ohio. They have

where he was senior member of the ﬁrm of Gray

four children—Minnie, Annie, Edward and David.

ti: Barton, manufacturers of and dealers in electri

Since the autumn of 1871, Prof. Gray and his fam

cal supplies. They continued business in that city
until 1869, when they removed to Chicago and
continued in the same line. In the fall of 1871,
about the time of the great ﬁre, they consolidated
into the corporation known as the Western Electric
Manufacturing Company, in which Mr. Gray held
the position of general snperintendcntand electric
ian. They also maintained branch houses in New
York City and in Antwerp, Belgium. He main

ily have resided in Highland Park.

tained his connection with that corporation until
1874, when he withdrew in order to devote his

whole time to the perfection of his patents on the
telephone. In 1874 he visited Europe in order to
perfect himself in the study of aceoustics. At the
Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia, Prof. Gray
took his ﬁrst prize in electrical exhibits. In 1878,
he was awarded the grand prize at the Paris Ex
hibition, consisting of a large gold medal, and
received from the French Government the high
compliment of the Decoration of Chevalier of the
order of the Legion of Honor in consideration of
his electrical inventions and scientiﬁc attainments.

mi; . .
I’d-=5) LI WILDER, a retired carpenter and joiner
Pi] residing in Waukegan, was born on the 29th
[5147 of April, 1824. in Oswego County, N. Y.,
and is descended from an early New England fam
ily and from good old Revolutionary stock. Both
of his grandfathers served in the Revolutionary
War and afterward received pensions from the
Government in recognition of the aid rendered the
country during her struggle for independence.
llis

maternal grandfather, Lemuel Wheeler, was

a Colonel under Washington, and his paternal
grandfather, Willard Wilder, fought as valiantly

as a private. His father Willard Wilder, Jr., was
born in 1789 and married for his ﬁrst wife Mary
Wheeler, who was some four years his junior and

who died in the prime of life. They were parents
of ten children, only two of whom are now living:
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Lemuel, who resides in Oswego County, N. Y., and

having never had a dollar given to him. but

Eli. After the death of his ﬁrst wife Mr. Wilder
was again twice married and by the second union
had one son, Orin, who resides in Oswcgo County.
The father was a farmer by occupation and an old

through his own efforts has acquired his prop
erty. In politics he is independent, voting for the
man whom he thinks will best ﬁll the ofﬁce, regard
less of party alliliations. He himself has served as
Alderman for one term in Waukegan and has been
a member of the Masonic fraternity for thirty-four
years. He has done much toward the upbuilding
of the city and the surrounding country and many
of the works of hishand still stand as monuments
of his industry. He has now laid aside business
care and is living a retired life, enjoying the fruits
of former toil.

time Democrat, as were ﬁve of his sons.

Both of

the parents of our subject were members of the
Baptist Church. Willard Wilder lived to the ad
vanced age of ninety-nine years.
Our subject was the third child of the family.
His early life passed uneventfully, his work upon
the farm being varied by attendance at the com
mon schools during the winter season. He re
mained under the parental roof until twenty years

of age, but not content with the life of an agricul
turist he turned his energies into another channel.
Being a natural mechanic he took up the carpenter’s
trade. In those days the carpenters were expected
to boil the oil, mix the paints and do the painting
as well as construct the building. He would take
the contract for a building and do all the work
from foundation to turret.
On the 5th of September, 1848, Mr. \Vilder was
united in marriage with Mahala Thorp, a native of
Oswego County, N. Y., born September 8, 1828,
and a daughter of Jared and Catherine (Cole)
Thorp. The grandfather served in the Revolution
ary War and was killed in the battle of Bunker
Hill. His sword is now in the possession of Wil~
lard Wilder, a son of our subject, who is the owner
of his Grandfather Cole's knife, that is at least one

hundred and ﬁfty years old.

Mrs. Wilder is the

fourth in a family of ten children, ﬁve of whom

~+—se~—+~~
,_\\ ENRY ASHFORD BEARD, a photographer

l of Waukegan, is a native of London, Eng
/ land. having been born in the world’s me
tropolis, on the 6th of January, 1852. His
parents, Henry and Grace Ann (Giles) Beard, were
also natives of England. The father died when
our subject was twelve years of age, but the
mother survives and still resides in London.
Henry Beard was educated in his native land
where he served an apprenticeship to the business
of an architectural and mechanical draughtsman.
In 1869, when seventeen years of age, he emi
grated to America, locating in Chicago, Ill., where
he was employed for a time on mechanical draw
ings. The autumn of 1871 witnessed his arrival in
Waukegan, and the day on which he decided to
try his fortune here, was an eventful one in his

are yet living. By her marriage she has become
the mother of four children: Willard D., who is ‘ life. He began work with Craig & 'l‘ruesdell, pho
tographers and was also employed for a short time
proprietor of the Waukegan Spring Bed Factory;
in the same capacity in a Chicago art gallery.
Mary A., who died at the age of thirty-two;
The following year he bought out Mr. Craig’s in
George L., a resident farmer of South Dakota; and
terest in the Waukegan studio and a few months
Ida M., wife of Ashley L. Gilbert, of Chicago.
later purchased the interest of his partner, thus be
In 1855 Mr. Wilder came to Waukegan, where
coming sole proprietor of the establishment. He
he has made his home continuously since, covering
soon became an expert artist and won the conﬁ
a period of thirty-six years. He has owned prop
dence and patronage of the most critical customers
erty in different localities in the county and
in opposition to his rivals, the Chicago photogra
is now the possessor of a ﬁne farm of two
phers.
hundred and twenty acres, situated three miles
Mr. Beard was married in Waukegan. April 6,
west of Waukegan, which is well improved.
1879, when he led to the hymeneal altar Miss Mary
He has been very successful in a ﬁnancial way,
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Helen Porter, a daughter of Benjamin F. and
Helen (Kennett) Porter. Mrs. Beard was born in
Waukegan, where her parents were among the very
earliest settlers. By this union have been born
four children, one son and three daughters, namely:
Gracie, who died at the age of ﬁfteen mouths; Rob
ert Henry, born March 8. 1881; Hattie, December
31, 1883, and Louise, on the 9th of July, 1885. All

were born in \Vaukegan, and are now attending
school in that city.
Mr. and Mrs. Beard are members of Christ
Episcopal Church. and in politics he is an advocate
and supporter of Republican principles. In his '
social relations he is a Knight Templar Mason.
holding membership with Waukegan Lodge. No.
78, A.. F. & A. M.; Waukegan Chapter, No. 41, R.
A. Ill., and Waukegan Commandery. No. 12, K.
'1‘. Mr. Beard has now been in continuous busi
ness as a photographic artist in Waukegan for
twenty years, and has built up a large and lucra
tive trade. His gallery is complete in its appoint
ments for the execution of work in all the modern
styles of art. He keeps abreast with the times. is
familiar with all the latest improvements, and has
achieved a reputation that assures for him the sup-_
port of the most exacting.

Downer’s Grove.
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He died there in November,

1861, at the age of sixty-four years. His widow
survived him many years. dying March 8. 1882.

Her family was founded in Salem, Mass, in the
early days of the history of this country.
Our subject received his primary education at
home and in 1838 entered Amherst College, where
he completed his literary studies. He studied law
with Scammon & Judd, an old time law ﬁrm of
Chicago, and was admitted to the bar in 1844.

In

the spring of the following year he came to Wau
kegan, where he entered upon the practice of his
profession. In the fall of 1850 he was joined by
Clarke W. Upton and under the name of Blodgett
& Upton they continued to do business until Jan
nary, 1869, when Mr. Blodgett was appointed to
the Federal Bench holding court in Chicago, which
position he has now ﬁlled for twenty-two years.
As a lawyer Judge Blodgett very scon attained a
commanding position and his legal services were
in demand in the various courts, both State and
Federal.

For many years he served as attorney

for the leading railroads out of Chicago. IIis eon
nectiou with these roads was the only objection
urged against his appointment to the Federal
Bench, but Gen. Grant, theu President, being p03
sessed of rare common sense, readily perceived the

fact that railroad companies employed, only the
best talent, and therefore considered him the proper
man and gave him the appointment. The Judge’s
ON. HENRY WILLIAM BLOIXIET'I‘,
‘- Judge of the United States District Court,
/
of Chicago, is not only a well known pio
\~4 neer of Lake County but of the State as
well. He is a native of Massachusetts, born in Am
herst, July 21, 1821, and is of English ancestry, the
family being founded in America in 1630 by mem
bers of the John Winthrop Boston Colony. the
founders of the city of Boston. llis father, Israel
1’. Blodgett. was also a native of Massachusetts.

ﬁtness for the ofﬁce has never since been ques

tioned.
In politics Judge Blodgett was an original Abo.
litionist and in 1844 supported James G. Birney,
the candidate of the Liberty party for the Presi
dency, casting his ﬁrst Presidential vote at the elec

tion on that occasion. In 1848 he was a delegate
tothe Free Soil Democratic Convention in Buﬂ'alo,
which nominated Martin Van Buren‘fOr the Presi
dency. In 1852 he was elected a member of the

born March 4, 179.". and there grew to manhood

Illinois General Assembly, being the ﬁrst person

and married Miss Avis Dodge, who was born in

elected to the Legislature as an anti-slavery man.
He helped organize the Republican Party in Illinois

Belchertown, near Amherst, Mass. June 5, 1794.

With his family he came to Illinois in 1831,100at
ing in Du Page County. in what is new the north
ern part of Will County, where they remained un
til the spring of 1836, when they removed to l

and by it was nominated, in 1858, for the ofﬁce of

State Senator and elected. He was constantly in
the front line of anti-slavery agitation and was a
participant in every anti-slavery meeting in North.
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eastern Illinois. during those trying times in which
Lovejoy lost his life, while a leader of the anti
slavery movement. In 1860 he was a delegate to
the Republican National Convention at Chicago,
which nominated Abraham Lincoln for the Presi

As a citizen Judge Blodgett is held in the high
est esteem. In every public enterprise he has been
ever ready and willing to do his part. Notwith
standing he has for many years been in public life,
his interest in the city where he made his home
forty-six years ago has never waned.

dency.
On the 29th of April, 1850, in Hamilton, Madi

son County, N. Y., Judge Blodgett was united in
marriage with Miss Alathea, daughter of Amos
and Polly (Owen) Crocker. The lady was born in
Hamilton and was descended from an old New
York family. Her parents were natives of Reus
selaer County, N. Y., and her mother was a mem
ber of the Dewey family of that State. Unto
Judge and Mrs. Blodgett were born ﬁve children,
of whom only two are now living. Avis was the
wife of Clarence A. Burley, of Chicago, and died
March 14, 1883; Mary died in childhood; Caro

line A. is residing at home; Emma N. is now the
wife of Lansing Warren, the commercial and ﬁnan
cial editor of the Chicago Inter-Ocean, and with

her husband resides at her father’s; Amos, the only
son, died at the age of two and a half years.

Mrs.

Blodgett was reared under the auspices -of the
Congregational Society, but during her mature
years attended the Presbyterian Church. Hcr
death occurred October 12, 1886, in Waukegan.
The Judge's parents were of the strict school of
New England Congregationalists, but as he reached
mature years he became liberal in his views on the

subject of religion and is inclined to Unitarianism.
In 1851, when the ﬁrst railroad was projected
Nor-thward from Chicago, Judge Blodgett took a
lively interest in its success and was prominently
identiﬁed with it from its conception until its com

Friends

made when but a young attorney struggling for
recognition are yet his friends. The poor have
ever found him mindful of their interests and his
many acts of charity will only be known in the
last great day.
"L
o
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OHN SPENCER, of \Vauconda, is engaged
in the milling business and is one of the
leading citizens of this place. No more
\4/ appropriate title could have been selected
for this volume than that of PORTRAIT AND B10
onnrmcnr. ALBUM for in it is given pen pictures of
the pioneers and the most prominent. the noblest
and the best citizens of Lake County. Among
these, deserving of special mention, is our subject.
Ile is a native of Northampton, Northamptonshire,
in “Merrie England,” his birth occurring April 4,
1845. He is the ﬁfth in a family of seven children,
four sons and three daughters, who were born unto
Thomas and Mary Spencer. The father, a native
of Leicestcrshire, England, died in 1887. He was

a millwright by trade and met with fair success in
his business. His wife, who was born in Leicester
shire, in 1806, died in 1874.

Sarah, the eldest of

their family, is the wife. of Joseph Moore, a ma
chinist of Southampton, England; Tom is married

pletion to Milwaukee. He was a member of the ﬁrst
board of directors and was attorney for the road,
maintaining his connection with it until appointed

and is a machinist of London; the next child died

to the Federal Bench in 1869.

Joseph Woodford, an ornamental plasterer of North

The road, as every

one now knows, was the initiatory movement of

what is now the great system known as the Chicago
& Northwestern Railroad Company.
For many years the Judge has taken an active
interest in agricultural matters and is now the
owner of a ﬁne dairy farm of 370 acres, situated
ﬁve miles south of Waukegan, on which he keepsa
herd of schnty-ﬁve head of Ayrshire cows.

in infancy and another died in boyhood; John is
the ﬁfth in order of birth; Caroline is the wife of

ampton, England; and Saline. is the wife of Prof.
W. H. Wood, who was formerly Principal of the
north side schools of Belvidere, Ill., and is now

connected with a large mercantile establishment of
Chicago.
Our subject, whose name heads this record, re
ceived very meagre educational advantages, never
attending school after he was eleven years of age
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but possessing a brain fertile in expedients and a
determined will, he has made the most of his op
portunities in life and overcoming its difficulties
has attained to a position of which he may well be
proud. At the early age of twelve years he began
learning the trade of a millwright and machinist
under the direction of his father, with whom he

remained until he had attained his majority. He
then went to London, where he engaged in work as
a mechanic, also working on printing presses in that
city for three years.
In June, 1867, at the marriage altar in Rev. Dr.
Doddridge's church, of Northampton, John Spencer
and Miss Charlotte Hornsey were united in the
holy bonds of matrimony. The lady, a native of
Northamptonshire, was born November 2, 1844.
Their union has been blessed with six children,
three sons and three daughters, but the eldest two

sons are both now deceased. Lucy is a young lady
of bright intellectual attainments who ﬁnished the
course of study in the ‘Vauconda schools, was a
student in the city schools of Chicago and gradu
ated at the Belvidere High School, in 1891. She
is also a student of music.

Salina, who studied in

the Chicago schools, is now a student at Wancoada
and is well advanced in her studies for one of her
years. William, aged fourteen, is in section B of
the grammar department, and Sarah May, aged six.

completes the family, and is the pet of the house
hold.
The year 1869 witnessed the emigration of Mr.
Snencer and his family to America. They located
in Chicago, where he at once engaged in work at
his chosen trade. He obtained a position with the
Rock Island Railroad Company in the locomotive
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and other cities, bearing the name of Mr. Spencer,
as machinist, and are also in use in the United

States Government Printing Ofﬁce. In 1881, he
went to Wauconda and purchased the Wauconda
Flouring Mills at a cost of $14,000, and in this he
has placed a very valuable plant worth $25,000.
The output at that time was about forty barrels
but at the present the capacity is eighty bar
rels per day. In 1885, he secured the new roller
system and in the spring of 1891 replaced that
with more modern improvements. The mill with
all its appointments is one of the best anywhere
to be found of its capacity. Mr. Spencer is a
practical miller and his business enterprise has
proved a signal success. In addition to his valu
able milling property he owns a beautiful home
residence, pleasantly situated in which he may now
enjoy the comforts and many of the luxuries of
life.
Mr. Spencer is a public-spirited and enterprising
citizen who is always interested in every enterprise
or movement tending to upbuild the community.
He keeps himself well informed on all the current
events of the day and is a most interesting con
versationalist. Pleasant and genial in manner he
has made many friends among the best citiZens of
the county and those he has met but casually es
teem him highly as a man of sterling worth. Both
he and his wife are members of the Christadelphian
Church and faithful workers in its interests. Their
family is one of the most prominent in Wauconda
and there surrounded by friends and family, Mr.

and Mrs. Spencer expect to spend the remainder
of their lives.

department, where he remained for eleven months

and then engaged in general repair work until
burned out of home and business in the disastrous
ﬁre which swept over that city in 1871. He then
entered the employ of Rand, McNally & Co., Was
afterward employed in a type foundry for a time
and then became a partner in the business, which
he carried on in company with Charles Huke, for
eight years, manufacturing tools for type founders,
electrotypers and stereotypers, which tools are to
be seen in Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, New
York, St. Louis, Galveston, Battle Creek, Mich.,

,-lLLIAM GREEN, one of the pioneer set
tlers of Lake County, now residing in

\Vaukegan, was born in County Roscom
mon, Ireland, April 12, 1815. His early life was
spent on a farm and in the common schools of his
native country he acquired his education. He was
eighteen years of age when he bade good-bye to
the Emerald Isle and sailed for America, where he
landed after a voyage of seven weeks. Having

230

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

spent some time in Boston with his sisteis, Mrs.
Murray and Mrs. McLaughlin, he came to Chicago
in 1834, and the same year located a claim near
Rockland, Lake County, but took up his residente
in Galena, 11].. where for three years he was en
gaged in hauling mineral. Returning to this county
in 1837, he found his claim jumped and sought
another near Libertyville. As soon as the land
came into market he purchased one hundred and
sixty acres, to which he has added until he owns a
ﬁne tract of three hundred and sixty-eight acres,
well improved and furnished with comfortable
farm buildings. He made his home thereon until
about 1875, when he moved to Waukegan to enjoy
a well-earned rest. More than half a century has
passed since he has resided in Lake County. He
came here during its pioneer days when it had no
railroads and few settlements but much unclaimed
land still in its primitive condition. The growth,
progress and development which h.\Ve transformed
it into one of the best counties of the State have
been the work of its pioneers and in this task Mr.
Green has ever borne his part.

In Galena, lll., in November, 1836,11e was united
in marriage with Miss Ann Carroll, who was born
in County Meath, Ireland, in the year 1817. In
1832, she came with her parents to the United
States, the family spending about a year and a
half in Oswego, N. Y., where her mother died at

the age of ﬁfty years. The other members of the
family continued their journey westward to Galena,
lll., and the father spent his last days in Waukegan,
dying at the ripe old age of eighty years. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll were born seven children, two

sons and ﬁve daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Green are
the parents of twelve children: William, who died
when a year old; John 11., a farmer of Indiana;
Mary A., wife of Richard A. Shepherd, a Lieutenant

on the Chicago police force; Lawrence, a resident
of Michigan; Eliza, who died at the age of forty
one years; Julia, widow of Joseph M. Cheesbro;
William H., a resident of Minnesota; Michael, a

farmer of Iowa; James, a resident of Chit-ago;
Ann M., wife of Albert F. Conrad, Sheriff of Lake

County; Catherine, who died at the age of thirteen
years; and Teresa A.., at home. All of the family
are members of the Catholic Church.

Politically, Mr. Green has always been a Demo
crat but considers the interest of the people para
mount to the claims of any party. In Liberty
ville Township he was honored with the ofﬁce of
Trustee for one term, and other ofﬁcial positions.
He and his wife began the battle of life in poverty,
but by industry, frugality and honest dealing they
have acquired a competence. Few of the settlers
of 1837 yet remain but thosc'who are still living
will read with pleasure this brief sketch of this
pioneer couple whose lives have been so well and
worthin spent.
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f ,L\ ()RACE A. IIINCKLEY has beeua resident
l of Lake County for many years, being
numbered among its pioneers of 1836. He
'
is now living in Waukegan, one of the re
spected and early citizens of that place. Born in
Lester, Livingston County, N. Y., May 18, 1828,
he is a son of Otis and Sarah (Taylor) Hinckley,

both of whom were born in Buckland Township,
Franklin County, Mass, in 1798. The founders
of the Hinckley family (Welsh emigrants) landed
at Cape Cod, Mass., in 1635, and among the de
scendants is numbered Gov. Thomas Hinckley, of
the Bay State. The grandfather of our subject,
who was a farmer by occupation. emigrated to
Chautauqua County, N. Y. The progenitor of the
Taylor family, Capt. Taylor, was of English birth
and emigrated from his native land to Massachu
setts in 1640. He was killed while skirmishing
with the Indians in Franklin County, Mass. In the
Bay State the parents of our subject were married
and in 1815 they removed to New York, living at
various times in Livingston, Chautauqua and Alle
gany Counties. The year 1836 witnessed their
arrival in Cass County, Mich., whither they had
traveled with an ox-team. The family there re
m a i n cd while the father, accompanied by Mr.
Shields. in whose honor Shields Township was
named, continued his journey to Lake County,
l 111. He entered a claim of one hundred and sixty
acres, a part of which now lies within Lake Forest.
i and brought the family to the new home which he
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had prepared for them in the month of October.
Some three years later they removed to Kane
County, Ill., and four years subsequent, in April,
1843, took up their residence in Waulregau. Follow‘
ing the discovery of gold in California. Mr. llinek
ley, in

1852, crossed the plains to that State and

died in Sacramento in 1850. His wife survived
him a year, departing this life in January, 1861.
She was a consistent member of the Congregational
Church. In their family were seVen children, four
sons and three daughters, all of whom save one
daughter are living at this writing in the spring of
1891, the eldest being seventy-three years of age,
and the youngest, who was born in Shields Town
ship, being fifty-three.
Horace A. Hinckley, whose name heads this
sketch, is the ﬁfth child of the family. He was
only eight years of age when his parents came to
Illinois, and in the usual manner of farmer lads he
was reared to manhood. His educational advan
tages were limited. he attended school just long
enough to learn his letters and how to spell. When
a lad of fourteen he began to work out for wages
to help support his mother. He used to saw wood
in “’aukegan for ﬁfty cents per cord, and subse

quently worked in a warehouse for some years,
after which he engaged in clerkiug in a store fora
number of years.

On August 1, 1854, Mr. Hinckley was united in
marriage to Miss Mary C. Payne, a daughter of
Rev. J. H. Payne, a worthy minister of the Con

gregational Church.

She was born in Ohio, De

cember 20, 1838, and unto them were born four
children—Floy 0., who died in May 1891, was the
wife of E. H. Clarke, a resident of Sterling. Ill.;
George L., who is engaged in business in Chicago;
Joseph 0., who died at the age of six years and
four months; and William 11., who died in his
twelfth year. The mother died September 1, 1882,
and the following year Mr. Hinekley wedded Mrs.
J. H. Easton. nee Carr, a native of New Hamp
shire. He and his wife are both members of the
Congregational Church, as was also his ﬁrst wife.
Mr. Hinckley has taken a prominent part in public.
affairs and is well and favorably kno“'n by the peo

ple of this community.

He was City Marshal

some fourteen years, extending over a period of
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twenty years and was Constable two years.

In

1858 he embarked in the implement business, four

years later became a fire insurance agent, and in
1870 became agent for a life insurance company,

and has continued his business in these lines since.
lie is also a Director in the Lake County Building
and Loan Association and has always taken an ac
tive part in church and Sunday-school work, hav
ing held every ofliee in the church and been Sun
day-school Superintendent many years. He is also
a zealous worker in the cause of prohibition, hav
ingbeen four years Chairman of the county Pro
hibition Committee and is a supporter of all worthy
moral,

educational and social reforms.

He has

never boarded his means but has given liberally to ‘
every interest calculated to promote the general
welfare, and as before stated is a valued citizen.

APT. ASIEL z. moocn'r'r, who has been
station agent at Waukegan on the Chicago
& Northwestern Railroad since 1860, is a
native of Chicago. He was born at Ft. Dearborn
on the 10th of September, 1832. The Black Hawk
War was then in progress and Ft. Dear-born was

’ l
\‘

'\

the military headquarters.

llis parents, Israel P.

and Avis (Dodge) Blodgett, were Massachusetts
people and had settled on the DuPage River in
what is now the northern part of “'ill County, Ill.,
in 1831.

At the time of the birth of our subject

the family were. i(‘ll‘ll)01'£ll'll_\' sojourning at Chicago
under the protection of Ft. Dearborn. on account

of the Indian War. (For the early history of the
family see the sketch of the Hon. II. \V. Blodgett.)
Capt. Blodgctt was reared on a farm at Down
er’s Grove. and in 1854 became an employc of the

Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company,0r
rather-of the Chicago (i: Milwaukee Railroad Com
pany, one of the original companies, which was
converted into the Chicago dz Northwestern Rail
road Company. Ile began with the construction of
the road between Chicago and Milwaukee, subse

quently was made conductor on a construction
train and later ran as baggage master. In 1858 he
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was made station agent at Waukegan and served
in that position until July, 1862, when having
raised a company of soldiers he was commissioned
Captain and mustered in as Captain of Company
D, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry. He participated
in the battle of Chickamauga and all the engage
ments of the Atlanta campaign, was at Lookout

Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and was with Gen.
Sherman until the capture of Atlanta. When Sher
man made the march to the sea, the Ninety-sixth
Illinois was ordered to Nashville under Gen.
Thomas. Capt. Blodgett accompanied his regi
ment and was mustered out in September, 1865.
He received a severe gunshot wound in the right
shoulder at the battle of Chickamanga and was
later wounded at Kcnesaw Mountain by being hit
by a falling tree. On his return from the war he
resumed his place with the railway company at
Waukegan, which had been ﬁlled temporarily dur
ing his absence.
Capt. Blodgett was married in this city on the
25th of November, 1858, to Miss Mary E. Porter,
daughter of Henry Porter, and a native of Bell
ville, Canada. She came to Waukegan with her
parents in 1842. Her mother still resides in this
city. The Captain and his wife have a family of
the sons: Henry 1)., the eldest. wedded Miss Mary
Lisle, and is ranching in Long Point, Neb.; Cyrus
W. is with his elder brother; John H. is assistant

Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce in Denver,
Colo.; Frank B. and Lewis D., the younger broth
ers. are at school.
In politics Capt. Blodgett is a Republican and
has served two terms as Mayor of Waukegan. lie
is a Knight Templar Mason, a member of Wanke
gan Lodge No. 78, A. F. & A. M.; Waukegan Chap
ter N0. 41, R. A. M.; Waukegan Commandery No.

12, K. T.; and also belongs to Waukegan Post No.
374, G. A. R. He is proprietor of a ﬁne stock farm
situated three miles distant from this city to the
south, where he breeds Clydesdale horses of which
he has been an importer for many years. He began
as a dealer in ﬁne horses in 1875, and has been

quite successful in that business. The Captain is
the oldest employe of the Chicago & Northvvestern
Railway Company at Waukegan, in point of years
of service, having been with the company fora.

period of thirty-seven years, except to the extent
of his term of service in the army, which was con
sidered a temporary absence, his place as station
agent being held for him subject to his return. His
long continuance in the responsible position which
he holds with that important corporation speaks in
no uncertain manner as to the conﬁdence and es
teem in which he is held by the executive oﬂlcers
of the road. In the discharge of everyduty he
has proved prompt, correct and reliable and by his
uniform courtesy and fairness has won the respect

and good will of all with whom he has had business
relations.
wiggzﬂ.

7‘ ()IIN MCCLI'RE, who is engaged in farming
and stock-raising on section 3, Warren
(A
Township, is a representative of one of the

(\QE‘\ pioneer families of Northeastern Illinois.
The history of Lake County would be incomplete
without mention of the McClure brothers, who
were prominently identiﬁed with its upbuilding
and interests in its earlier days. The family is of
Scotch lineage though the father of our subject
and his uncles and aunts were born in Ireland. All
came to America and took up their residence in
Illinois. John. who ﬁrst settled in Philadelphia,

I’a.. was a contractor and builder of wide experi
ence and enviable reputation, who superintended
the construction of the Centennial buildings in
1876. His death occurred in 1882. Thomas came
to Lake County about 1836, kept the ﬁrst post-of
ﬁce in the county, and died in 1848. James set
tled in Warren Township in an early day and was
also one of the ﬁrst settlers of Chicago, where his
death Occurred years ago. Charles was one of the
early contractors and builders of Chicago, and died
in that city. Eliza is the wife of Abraham Marsh,
of \Vaukegau.
William McClure, the father of our subject, was
the last of the family to leave Ireland, as he re
mained to settle up the estate in that country,
being the eldest of the family. He was born Janu
ary l, 1800, and in the north of the Emerald Isle
married Miss Eliza Brain, who was born in Ireland,

in 1802.

They sailed from America in 1841, and
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after a voyage of six weeks landed on the sheres
of the New World. They came directly to this
county and Mr. McClure entered land on section

serving his third term as Supervisor, and has held

7, Warren Township, which be cleared, cultivated

the olﬁce of Justice of the Peace.

and improved, transforming it into a good farm.
ln 1855, he sold and purchased a partly improved
farm on section 3, where he continued to reside

is a Republican, and his wife is a member of the
Baptist Church of Waukegan. Having passed
his entire life in this county, he has the honor of
being an eyewitness of much of its growth and

until his death, which occurred in 1865.

ments which are calculated to beneﬁt the commun
ity, and is a representative citizen.

His ex

cellent wife survived him many years, dying in
July, 1887. Unto them were born thirteen chil
dren, ﬁve of whom are yet living: Sarah, wife of

He is now

In politics he

upbuilding, and has reason to be proud of the

prominent part which his family has taken in its
progress and advancement.

Isaac Polmateer, died in November, 1890; Julia is
now the wife of I. C. Polmateer, of Waukegan;

-~+——>;se-~+~ ~

Mary is the wife of George McCullough, of War
ren Township; Jane is the wife of 'l‘. C. French, of
the same township; Thomas resides in Warren
Township, where for a number of years he has

been reared, and the farm on which he began oper

; Millburn and carries on business in Wads
worth as a dealer in grains, seeds and wool.
He is a representative of one of the honored
pioneer families of the county that for more than
half a century has been identiﬁed with its interests.
His father, Robert Pollock, came to Illinois in
in 1838. He was a native of Scotland and in his
youth learned the Weaver’s trade. In his native

ations is still his home.

land he married

served as Supervisor, and John, whose name heads

this sketch, completes the family.
Our subject was born on his father‘s farm in War
ren Township, “in 1845, and in the district schools
acquired his education. When he began life for
himself it was in the same pursuit to which he had
He led to the marriage

Whelan, a native of that county, and a daughter
of Curtis and Martha (Rowley) Whelan.

Her fa

ther was born in Cattaraugus County, N. Y., in
September, 1828, and her mother in 1819. They
were married in Walworth County, where they
had settled at an early day and are now residents
of Dane County. The maternal grandfather was a
Baptist minister. Mrs. McClure was a teacher of
recognized ability and taught several terms of

that State and afterward went to Massachusetts,

where he engaged in business for himself until
coming to Lake County. The following spring he
was joined by his family and they settled on a farm
near Millburn, in Antioch Township, Mr. Pollock

school in Dane County, also two terms in Lake

County. On their marriage they settled upon
their present farm and their home is blessed by the
presence of one son, Rowley.
Mr. McClure now owns 275 acres of valuable
land under a high state of cultivation, and furnished with many good improvements. He has
also engaged quite extensiver in buying stock,
keeps on hand excellent grades and is now making
a specialty of thorough-bred Merino sheep. He
takes quite an active part in the public affairs of
his township, is especially interested in those move

Elizabeth Kennedy, who also

worked in the mills and after a few years crossed
the Atlantic to America, locating in Carlisle, Pa.
He put in the machinery in one of the ﬁrst mills in

altar in Dane County, Wis, in 1882, Miss Helen

'

l

’
,

having pre-empted the land before it was surveyed.
'l‘hat farm continued to be the home of himself and
wife until their deaths. He died January 7, 1861,
at the age of sixty-three years and the mother of
our subject departed this life on January 1. 1880,
at the ripe old age of eighty-two years. Both were
members of the Presbyterian Church and took an
active part in the work. Mr. Pollock was a man
of sterling worth and soon became a prominent
citizen in the community. He was honored with
a number of local ofﬁces and for many years served
as Justice of the Peace. He was an Abolitionist
when it was dangerous to pronounce one’s views in
favor of that party, and when the Republican
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party sprang into existence he was one of the ﬁrst

to espouse its cause. He remained to the last a
stalwart supporter of its principles and a strong
advocate of protection. One of the earliest pio~
neers of Lake County, he was also one of its best
citizens. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Pollock were born
eleven children, four of whom are now living—M rs.
Christiana Payne, of Dakota; John K., an old sol
dier, residing in Millburn; Mrs. Ann A. Cowdrey;

and James.
Our subject was only six months old when
brought by his parents to Illinois. He grew to
manhood upon his father’s farm and attended the
district schools of the neighborhood, which was
the only educational advantage afforded him.
After his lallier's death, he purchased the interest
of the other members of the family in the farm

that time has been pronounced in his views con
cerning Republicanism. The party ﬁnds in him a
faithful friend and a stalwart supporter. He has
held anumher of town ofﬁces and in 1880 was
elected to the Lower House of the Legislature
and the second time in 1881, being one of the cel
ebrated one hundred and three who returned John
A. Logan to the Senate in 1885. During his ﬁrst
term he served as Chairman of the Agricultural
Committee, and was on the. Committees of Rail

road Appropriations and others of importance. At
the conventions of his party his opinions are re
ceived with respect and he is a recognized leader
among the Republicans of Lake County. Socially
he is a Knight Templar Mason, belonging to the
Blue Lodge of Millburn and the Commandcry of
Waukegan. His wife is a member of the Congre
gational Church of Millburn and his family are held
in high esteem throughout the community where
they are known. Energetic and possessing good

and continued its cultivation for twenty years,
during which time he made many valuable im
provements upon it. It became one of the model
business ability, Mr. Pollock has made his life a
' farms of the county and in its operation Mr. Pol
successful one.
lock became a well-to-do man. His wife being in
failing health he determined to remove to Mill
burn, where the duties of house-keeping would not '
be so arduous. His business interests however are
in Wadsworth and Manning. Iowa.

He began

a ARNARD YOPI’ is the owner of an ex

operations at the former place in 1875 and from
the ﬁrst success has'been attendant upon his eﬂ'orts.

cellent farm on section 24, West Antioch

He handles grain, seeds, wool, coal, tile, etc., and

Township, which comprises one hundred
' and ﬁfty acres of land under a high state
of cultivation and furnished with good buildings.
His home is comfortable and commodious and for

has built up an excellent trade. During the autumn
he alone purchased three hundred thousand bushels
of grain at Manning.
On December 20, 1865, Mr. Pollock was united
'in marriage with Miss Isabel Mason, a. native of
Scotland. who came with her people to Lake
County in 1845. They have four children——R0bcrt

the past three years he has entertained summer
boarders therein.

_

Mr. Yopp was born in Wurtemberg, Germany,
on the 5th of March, 1832, and is one of nine

children. His parents, Joseph and Mary (Leip)
Yopp, were also natives of Wurtemburg, and con
tinued there to reside during their entire llves.
in Chicago; Bertha 5., wife of Campbell Cory, of
Oak Park. Cook County; Henry \V. and Addie ‘ The father died in 1835, and the mother departed
this life in 1849, thus leaving our subject an or
'Belle. Mr. Pollock was resolved that his children
phan at the age of seventeen years. The eldest of
should not suffer the same disadvantages from
their family, Benedict, is now living in Germany;
lack of education that he had and has given all of
Francis died in that country; John died in Antioch
them most excellent opportunities, thereby ﬁtting
Township, in 1889 ; Sophia died in Chicago; Stephen
them for the duties of life.
died in Germany; Barnard is the next younger;
In 1860, Mr. Pollock cast his ﬁrst Presidential
Theresa died in Chicago; and Joseph died in child
vote, supporting Abraham Lincoln, and since that
51., who was educated at Lake Forest and Aurora

Seminarics and is now employed in agrain house

n

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
hood.

The parents were members of the Catholic

Church and the children were reared under its
auspices.
Our subject remained under the parental roof
until 'ﬁfteen years of age and in the meantime
ﬁtted himself for life’s duty by acquiring a good
practical education. He then began work as a farm
hand which he followed for nine years. When a
young man of twenty-four, in company with John
Eﬁnger, who is still his neighbor and warm friend,
he crossed the Atlantic to America in 1856. As he
had no money it was necessary that he should at
once secure employment and thereby provide for
his maintenance. Going to Chicago he worked
through the summer, returning to the East in the
fall. Securing a position on a railroad he was thus
employed for eleven months and thcn again went
\Vest. where he worked in the pineries of Michi
gan for about six years. In Chicago, on the
17th of April, 1865, he married Miss Dena Schwartz,

a native of \Vurtemburg. Germany. born Novem
ber 2. 1836, who at the age of twenty~six came to
America. Her sister, Mrs. John Eﬁnger, and her
brother John Schwartz, came also to the United
States, but the latter has not been heard from for
over twenty years.

The young couple began their domestic life in
Chicago but after a year came to Lake County and
settled on their present farm. It contained a poor
house but no other improvements and the land was
undeveloped. He ﬁrst bought, in company with
his friend, John Elinger, one hundred and forty
acres of land but n0w has a valuable farm of one
hundred and ﬁfty acres. Ten children came to
brighten the home by their presence of whom eight
are still living, namely: Josephine, wife of Charles
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to bless the day that saw him embark for America.
Although in the earlier years of his residence in
this country he had to contend with many disad
vantages and overcome many obstacles, his career
in the aggregate has been a successful one. He has
here made for himself a comfortable home, secured
an excellent helpmate on life’s journey and won

for himself many warm friends.

ORENZO lIINKSTON, of Waukegan.

But

few remain, of the men who came to what
is now Lake County in 1836, to relate the

trials and incidents of these early days. Of the few,
not many have enjoyed more extensive travel and
experience than the well-known gentleman whose
name heads this sketch. The pioneers and many
of the later settlers will take interest in following
the outlines of his varied career.
Mr. Hinkston was born near Utiea, Oneida
County, 1'. Y., July 24, 1819. His father, Eber
Hinkston, was a native of Connecticut, but in early
life emigrated to Oneida County where he followed
agricultural pursuits for a livelihood. There he
wedded Miss Candis Ormsby, a native of thatState,
by whom he had ﬁve children, Lorenzo being the
only living one. His educational advantages were
very meagre, such as the old subscription schools
afforded. At the age of seventeen he began the
battle of life on his own account. On the 8th of
November, 1836, in company with Leonard Spauld
ing, an honored pioneer of this county, he left
Whitestone, N. Y., went by canal to Buﬁalo where
he boarded the steamer “Dewitt Clinton,” for De

Hermann, who resides near the old home farm;

troit, Mich, where they arrived too late in the sea

Johanna, wife of Charles Cobb, who resides on an

son to get a vessel for Chicago. Not having
money to pay the fare by stage, they started on

island in Lake Maria; Julia, wife of Richard Wil

ton, who is living near Lake Villa; Blandina, who
died at the age of eighteen months; Joseph and

foot. Taverns, as they were then called, were from

Emma at home; Amelia, who died at the age of

to adopt the method of more modern pedestrians
of sleeping out. From the Six Mile House to Chi
cago about one-third of the way lay under water,
but they were fortunate enough to meet parties

eleven years; Theresa, George and Robert.
Mr. Yopp and his wife are members of the
Catholic Church and in politics he is a Republican,
having supported that party since casting his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln.

He lives

the to thirty miles apart, so they were not forced

who were going thither by wagon.

i'pon invita

tion, Mr. Hinkston and his partner joined them,
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and thus were conveyed over the worst places.
On arriving in that city, he had but $6 and must
therefore make his expenditures small. He found
Chicagoa squalid village, literally “stuck in the
mud.” State Street alone could boast of a side
walk which extended to Ft. Dearborn, and consis

ted of two planks laid side by side. After a stop
of three days in the town Mr. Hinkston and his
friend set out for Milwaukee by the old military
road. That night they stopped about six miles
this side of Ft. Dearborn,and early the next day
reached the York House, now in Lake County,

forty miles from Chicago. On reaching Milwaukee
they found it an Indian village, containing about
a dozen white men. As it was late in the year the
winter was spent there.
In February, 1837, Messrs. Hinkston (it Spauld

ing made a visit on foot to Johnston’s Rapids on
Rock River, a distance of sixty miles. At Prairie
ville, eighteen miles west of Milwaukee, there was

friends, some twelve in number, occupying a little
preemption cabin, about 12x16 feet in size.

vided and a feast was enjoyed to a degree appreci
ated only by those who have been out on similar
excursions.
Mr. Hinkston remained with his
friends but a few days when he started for Mil
waukee. That night was spent at the home of Mr.
See, on Pleasant Prairie, west of Racine. Mr.
Hinkston frankly made known the fact that he
was out of money, but would gladly work to pay
for his accommodations. He was cheerfully enter
tained and for three days remained and chopped

wood at 81 per day. There was no house between
Mr. See's and Milwaukee, and the road lay through
a dense woods. On reaching that town he could
ﬁnd nothing to do whereby he could earn a dollar,
and soon the little he had made chopping wood
was gone.
Penniless, among strangers and far
from

home, he almost questioned like Hamlet,

whether it was better “to be or not to be.” That
great and good man, Solomon Juneau, seeing the
despondency of the youth, approached him and
enquired the cause. The result was that the two
became warm friends, and through that Frenchman
and his Indian wife, Mr. Hinkston became ac
quainted with the red men and learned the situa
tion of the best lands. He spent the years of 1837
and 1838 in locating claims for the incoming set
tlers. He owned a number of claims and if he
sold one of them to a settler, be located him free,

a house, but for the remaining forty-two miles not
a chimney was seen sending out its curling smoke.
Mr. Hinkston took a claim of one hundred and
sixty acres at the head of the rapids which is now
covered by the city of Watertmvn, Wis. Not sat
isﬁed to simply hold down a claim, he returned to
Milwaukee.
In April, 1837, De Witt Spaulding, who had
come to this county with James and Charles Cary
and their families left them in this county, joined
Mr. Hinkston and Leonard Spaulding at Milwau
kee, and the three made a detour in Southern Wis
consin and Northern Illinois, to ﬁnd locations for

guide.

their friends.

footman.

The trio started out on foot, not

A

good supply of venison and honey had been pro

otherwise he charged 85 per day for his services as

His much walking made him an expert

He would walk from Milwaukee to

taking with them their blankets, and at Rock River
were forced to camp without any protection. Con
tinuing as far as Burlington, \Vis., they then turned

Little Fort in a day, a distance of about ﬁfty
miles.

their steps towards Little Fort on the Indian trail,

ers by the name of Harrison decided to go to New
Orleans. With provisions and guns the three em

a distance of forty miles, and not a house. Com
ing to what they supposed was the Des Plaines
River they waded across in water nearly up to their
arm-pits, but to their surprise they had only crossed
a slough, and were some six miles from the river.
Wet and cold, and their clothes frozen, soon after

dark they reached a settler’s cabin where they were
received with true pioneer hospitality. The follow
ing day they crossed the river and found their

In October, 1839, Mr. Hinkston and two broth

barked in a canoe at Oconomowoc, Wis., ﬂoated

down Rock River to Rook Island, Ill., where they
sold their outﬁt and took a steamer down the Mis
sissippi to New Orleans. No work could be found,
but being good choppers they provided themselves
with axes and came back up the river to Big Bend,
La., a short distance above Vicksburg.

They en

gaged to cut a thousand cords of wood for as
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many dollars. While there a steamer hearing Gen.
Andrew Jackson to New Orleans. to celebrate his
great victory. ran into the woodyard, and Mr.
Hinkston had the pleasure of shaking hands with
that famous man.
Finishing his job of chop
ping in February, he then returned to Little Fort

by stage from St. Louis. We next ﬁnd our subject
in Galena, lll., where he was successful in striking
a noted mine, which he christened the Fair Play
Mine. About ayear later he sold out, clearing
some 87,000.

In September-.1843, he settled in

Waukegan. where he has made his home continu
ously since. His business has been somewhat
varied, having carried on a lumber yard. it being
the ﬁrst lumber brought to Little Fort for sale,
loaned money and dealt extensively in lands.
On the 2nd of May, 1850, Mr. Hinkston wedded
Miss Ellen, daughter of Col. Josiah Moulton. She
was a native of Oneida County, N. Y., and was
reared in an adjoining township to the one in which
her husband was brought up. By this union ﬁve
children were born. namely: Lorenzo, Jr., Mrs.

Charles F. Wiard, of \Vaukegan; Mrs. George E.
Parmelee, of Chicago; Mrs. Dr. John D. Sliugart,
also of Chicago, and Mrs. A. C. Berry, of Wau
kegan. The two daughters living in Chicago are
twins.

On the 14th of January, 1884, Mr. Hinks

ton was called to give up his wife, for death had
summoned her. Bereft of his companion, he spent
most of the time from 1884 until

1888 in travel,

visiting Alaska, the Sandwich Islands, Southern and
Northern California, Texas, Mexico

places of interest.

and

ing him ten years.
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Of their six children ﬁve are

still living. as follows: L. M.. who resides in Alton,
Ill.; Mrs. R. J. Moulton, of Indianapolis. Ind.;
Mrs. Hinkston; John and Mrs. Rebecca Beech, both

of St. Louis. Mrs. Hinkston is a native of Phila
delphia, and when a small child accompanied her
parents to Alton, where she married William P.
Sellers, a prominent railroad man.

Her husband

died leaving three children, of whom only one yet
remains, a son. Harry J. He has made an excep
tional record for one so young. He was born Feb
ruary 8, 1862, and at the age of ﬁfteen years had
charge of a telegraph ofﬁce for the Union Paciﬁc
Railroad Company. His good habits and attentive
ness to business, won him favor with the higher

officials of the road, and at the age of twenty-three
years they made him Superintendent of the Solo
mon and Beloit branch of the Union Paciﬁc.
Politically Mr. Hinkston was a Whig until the
rise of the Republican party, his ﬁrst Presidential
vote having been cast for William H. Harrison and
his last for Benjamin Harrison. His interest in
political questions has never led him to seek or
accept any ofﬁcial distinction. He inherited n0
legacy save a twenty-ﬁve cent piece his mother
gave him as he started from home. but by the ex
ercise of good judgment and indefatigable energy
he has achieved a success of which he deserves to be
proud. From a penniless wanderer, he has arisen
to a. rank among the men of wealth of Lake
County.

other

While at home on the 27th of

--_--+-s$ee>zrt~+-—

October, 1886, he celebrated the ﬁftieth anniver

sary of his arrival in Lake County. A sumptuous
banquet was given at his home at which one hun
dred and ﬁfty old settlers regalcd themselves.
On the" Qist of December, 1888. Mr. Hinkston

LTOHOMAS \V. DWYER. who is engaged in
/

farming and stock raising on section 8, is

k’) the oldest living settler in Shields 'I‘own

was again married, his second union being with
Mrs. Sarah Sellers, daughter of Thomas H. and

ship, having made it his home for ﬁfty-four years.

Eliza W. (Roberts) Stillwell, natives of New Jer

March 31, 1834, the date of his birth. His parents,
William and Mary (Murphy) Dwyer, were natives
of County Tipperary, Ireland, where they married
and made their home until the removal to America.

sey and Pennsylvania, respectively. Her father
was of Quaker faith and his wife was a Methodist.
They were married in Philadelphia, Pa., where he
carried on contracting and building. In an early
day he removed to Alton, lll., where he died at

the age of ﬁfty-four years.

Mrs. Stillwell surviv

Schoharie, N. Y., is the place of his nativity and

In 1828, with one child, they came to the United
States, locating in Sehoharie County, N. Y., where

Mr. Dwyer was engaged in the leather business for
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At the expiration of that period

they removed to Canada, and two years later, after

journeying some days, arrived at a miserable little
village known as Chicago, the land about which
was often said to be withOut bottom. He secured
a quarter-section of land on the West Side, but
soon disposed of it and in 1837 came to Lake
County and purchased the Six Mile House in
Shields Township, which he carried on until his
death in 1846. His wife continued to run the ho
tel until 1875, when she, too. departed this life.
They were both born in the year 1800 and were
members of the Catholic Church. In politics he
Wasa Democrat. Their family consisted of ﬁve
children, as follows: James, a retired farmer of

Rockford, 11].; Mary. widow of George R. Mor

ent farm on section 8, Shields Township, where he
owns two hundred acres of good land, well im

proved. He also raises an excellent grade of stock
and is considered one of the leading farmers and
stockraisers of the community.
In Shields Township Mr. Dwyer was married
July 25. 1865, the lady of his choice being Miss
Mary C. Moran, who was born in County Mayo,
Ireland, and when four years old came to this coun
try with her father, D. Moran, and his family.
Mr. and Mrs. Dwyer have no children of their own,
but under their hospitable roof grew to woman
hood an adopted daughter, Anna Lawless, who is
now the wife of John G. Tiernan, by whom she has
one child, Mary.
()ur subject and his wife are members of the

rison, who resides in Stevensville, Micb.; Mrs. Mar

Catholic Church.

garet L. Morgan, who died in Chicago in 1854;

in early life, but since the war has been a stanch
Republican and is now serving his fourth term as
Assessor of his Township, proving an efﬁcient and
valued ofﬁcer. He has also held other local posi
tions. In 1887 he was Senior Vice-Commander of
Waukegan Post, No. 374. G. A. R., of which he is
an honored member. Mr. Dwycr is indebted only

Thomas W., of this sketch; and Ellen, wife of Rob

ert Strong, who resides on the old homestead.
Our subject prepared himself for business life by
attending the district schools and the Waukegan
Academy. In 1852 he went by wagon to Califor
nia, where he engaged in teaming for four years,
and then returned by way of the Isthmus of Pan
amato New York City. Farming now engaged
his attention until his country’s cause won such a
strong hold upon his sympathies that he volun
teered his services, enlisting on the 15th of July,
1862, as a member of Company G, Ninety-sixth
Illinois Infantry, and served until he was honora
bly discharged at Nashville, Tenn.. June 10,
1865. Though he participated in a number of
heavy engagements, he escaped without a wound
nor was he ever taken captive. The principal en
gagements in which he participated were the bat
tles of Chiekamauga, Lookout Mountain, Mission

ary Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Pumpkin
Vine Creek, the battles at Big and Little Kenesaw
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, the siege of Atlanta,
Lovejoy Station, Spring Hill, Franklin and Nash
ville. He was ever found faithful at his post of
duty and made for himself an army record of
which he may well be proud.
At the close of the war Mr. Dwyer turned his
attention to farming, which has been his Occupation
continuously since. In 1867 he moved to his pres

Politically he was a Democrat

to his own industry and good management for his

success in life. In all that is for the best interests '
of the community he takes a laudable part and has
proved himself a valuable citizen.

.
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DARREI' H. ELLIS is one of the enter
‘lv-VU prising citizens of Waukegan where he
has resided since the autumn of 1851. He
is now carrying on business in the line of real
estate, insurance and conveyancing. He was born
in Barre, Washington County, Vt., December 13,

1822,and is a son of Warren and Lucy (Hale)
Ellis. His father was born in Claremont, N. H...
and died in the Green Mountain State, in 1842.

The family was originally from Connecticut and
was of English origin.
The subject of this sketch, who is the youngest
child of Warren Ellis, 512. was educated in select
schools of his native State and entered upon his
business career as a merchant in the town of Barre,
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where he continued six years. He was there married

ested in the real-estate business, owning considera

in October, 1846, to Amanda Pettingill who was

ble land in Wisconsin, the Dakotas and Minnesota.

born in Barre and is a daughter of Joshua l’ettingill.

During his career he has held a number of ofﬁcial
positions of honor in which he won the respect and
conﬁdence of not only his constituents but his
political enemies as well. His business life has been
characterized with success, be gaining a handsome
competence and in social circles he and his family
rank high.

W'ith their family they started Westward in 1851,

and in September of that year located in Waukegan
where Mr. Ellis engaged in the tanning business with
his brother-in-law, under the ﬁrm name of Ellis dz

Pettingill, which connection was continued five
years when the partnership was dissolved. Mr.
Ellis then made a set of abstract books, the ﬁrst in

W

Lake County, continuing in the abstract business
from 1859 until 1886, when he sold out.

In the
.

meantime he was elected County Clerk in 1865, re
elected in 1869, and again in 1873, holding the
ofﬁce for three terms or twelve consecutive years.
He has continued conveyancing in connection with
the real-estate business and is also in the insurance
business. In his earlierlife Mr. Ellis was a Demo
crat in political sentiment but in 1860, voted for
Abraham Lincoln for President and has since been
a supporter of the Republican party. While resid
ing in Vermont he represented his district in the
State Legislature and since coming to \Vaukegan
has twice been a member of the City Council.
Mr. Ellis and his wife are members of the Pres
byterian Church. Eight children have been born
unto them but only one is now living, a daughter,
Nellie, who is now the wife of Harry Dean Faxou
of Chicago. They have one child, a son, Warren
Ellis Faxon, who was born in Chicago, November
6, 1890. One other member of the family grew to
manhood, \Varren H. Jr. After graduating from
the Waukegan High School, he studied in the Bos
ton School of Technology for two years but

returned home with impaired health.

With the

hope of speedin recovering he took a trip to
Mexico and the journey proved temporarily bene
ﬁcial. Subsequently he went to Germany and for
a year continued his studies in Heidelberg, after
which he returned to Waukegan where he died
October 3, 1886, lamented by all who knew him.
He was a young man of more than ordinary ability
and his loss Was a sad blow to his parents.

Mr. Ellis is a Knight Templar Mason, belonging
to Waukegan Lodge, No. 78. A. F. dz A. M.;Wau
kegan Chapter, No. 41, R. A. M.; and \Vaukegan
(lommandery, No. 12, K. '1‘. He is largely inter

NDREW COOK BANGS, who resides in

.

-

Wauconda, and is engaged in farming in
the township bearing that name, was born
in the Green Mountain State, the place of

his birth being Stamford, and the date February

11, 1880. He is the eldest of a family of three
children, born unto Justus and Louisa (Oakcs)
Bangs, and almost his entire life has been passed in
this county. His education was acquired in the
little cabin schoolhouse nestled down among the
Vermont hills, and has been greatly supplemented
by a practical experience and observation. He wasv
reared to agricultural pursuits, and farming has
been his life work. He remained under the pa
rental roof long after he had attained his majority,
aiding his father in his business enterprises, and be
coming his main dependence in his later years. On
coming to Lake County he experienced the usual
hardships and ditliculties of pioneer life, such as
clearing timber land and breaking it with cattle.
He has oftentimes used nine yoke of oxen for this
purpose, and the old breaking plows of those days,
which turned over many an acre of sod, are still in
his possession. They are indeed a curiosity at this
date as compared with the improved agricultural
implements which he now uses. Probably there is
no older thresher in Northern Illinois, than Mr.

Bangs, who commenced to run a threshing machine
in 1852, and still engages in that line of business
during the season.
On the llth of January, 1855, Andrew C. Bangs

was united in marriage with Miss Frances M. Morse,
a native of Windsor County, Vt., born November

10, 1821. Their family numbers six children. four
sons and two daughters, of whom ﬁve are yet liv
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ing as follows: Nellie, wife of Joseph E. Glynch.
a farmer; Lewis Austin. Louisa, Irene. Walter J.
and Loren G. Frank Ellery, who was the ﬁfth in
order of birth, is now deceased.

The parents of

Mrs. Bangs were \Valter and Fannie (Houghton)
Morse. Her father. a native of Windsor County,
Vt., followed farming, served in the \Var of the

Revolution, and died at the advanced age of ninety
two years. Her mother, also a native of the Green
Mountain State, died in 1851.
In politics Mr. Bangs has always been a Repub
lican from the organization of the party. He cast
his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen. Winﬁeld Scott,

and has always, as he believed, supported the best
men and measures. He has held a. number of ofﬁ
cial positions, discharging the duties with prompt
ness and ﬁdelity. He has been Assessor, School
Director, Trustee of Wauconda Township, and at
the present time is School Trustee. He is a mem
ber of the Masonic fraternity, also of the Patrons
of Industry, and strongly sympathizes with their
principles. In his business career he has been quite
successful. A man of thrift and industry, he has
accumulated a handsome property, being the owner
of two hundred and thirty acres in \Vauconda
Township, and four hundred acres of arable land
in South Dakota. He also has a pleasant home near
his father’s residence. He engaged in handling
agricultural implements from 1861 until 1884. and
the excellent patronage accorded him gave evidence
of his popularity with his fellow townsmen, and of
his upright and honorable business methods.

\ ON. ALSON SMITH SHERMAN, a pic
necr of Chicago of 1836, and an early set
tler of Lake County, is a native of the
Green Mountain State. He was born in the
town of Barre, Washington County, Vt., on the
21st of April, 1811, and is ason of Nathaniel and

Deborah (Webster) Sherman. His ancestors were
of the same family as Roger Sherman and came to
America from Dedham, England, in 1632, settling

in Massachusetts.

The great-grandfather of our

subject, Aseph Sherman, settled in Barre, Mass,
and later in Barre, Vt. His son Jonathan emigrated
to Vermont and gave the name of Barre to a town
in the Green Mountain State in remembrance of
his old home in Massachusetts. It is said that he
won the right to name the place by being the vic
tor in a battle with Capt. Jo Thompson, who
wanted to call the town by another name. and the
meeting decided to let the champions settle it in the
ring. Capt. J0, although much the larger man, was
worsted and Barre was the name given to the town.
Nathaniel Sherman was born in Massachusetts,
June 1. 1788, and removed with his parents to
Barre, Vt., in 1791.

The maternal grandfather of

our subject was also a pioneer of Vermont and
made. the ﬁrst “pitch” or claim in the town of Ber
lin, adjoining Barre. Mr. Sherman’s father died
in Plainﬁeld,Vt.,April 8, 1869.

His mother, who

was born in Berlin Vt., in 1793, died in Barre, May

30, 1837. They were the parents of fourteen chil
dren, ten sons and four daughters, all but two of
whom grew to maturity, while six are yet living.
Our subject is the eldest of the family and was

educated in the common schools. He learned the
trade of a mason and builder of his father and en
gaged in that line for himself after attaining his
majority. On the 26th of February, 1833. he was
married in Williamstown, Vt.. to Miss Aurora

Abbott, daughter of Abijah and Abigail (Cutting)
Abbott, of Berne. Mr. Sherman arrived in Chicago
November 1, 1836, and embarked in business as a
contractor and builder. In 1849 he became inter
ested in supplying building material to the trade
and erected the ﬁrst stone sawmill in Chicago. In
company with others he developed the Lamont
quarry, which is situated some twenty-one miles
down the Illinois and Michigan Canal and furn
ished cut stone for the ﬁrst stone front built in
Chicago. It was called Boon's Bank. The use of
the stone for that purpose was considered an ex
periment involving some risk and he was required
to furnish bonds to protect those using it from loss
in case it crumbled 0r fell dewn. The experiment
proved a success and he developed an extensive
trade in stone as well as in other building material.
The manufacture of lime was another industry 10
which he devoted considerable effort, putting up
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the ﬁrst patent lime kiln in the neighborhod of
Chicago. He also opened up the ﬁrst ice business
in Chicago which he subsequently sold to Mr.
Joy. Having considerable capital Mr. Sherman
became interested in establishing various enter
prises from which he severed his connection after

a time with various results. Among other things
he was associated with Johannett & Wells in the
tanning business and was succeeded by Johnson 8;
Wells, since a large house in that line.
Prior to the organ organization of the Repub
lican party Mr. Sherman was a Democrat. He was
Chief of the Chicago Fire Department in 1839 and
1840, and was Mayor of that city in 1844 and was
twice elected Alderman. He was always a strong
temperance man and in 1842 was one of the organ
izers of the Washingtonian Temperance Seciety of
Chicago, the ﬁrst temperance society of that city.
lie bought the ﬁrst lot on the west side in that city
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spirited townsmen of the place. He has always
been an energetic and busy man and has had a
varied experience in his many years of business
activity. In his religious views he is broad and
liberal. In his business relations he has always
been reliable and his integrity has been unques
tioned. While now fourscore years of age he is
well preserved, both mentally and physically, and
is in the enjoyment of very fair health. He is
fully six feet in stature, very erect and looks ten
years younger than his actual age.

enema I E 1 areas
RED BAIRSTOW, dealer in marble and

: T4 granite monuments, coal, coke and wood,
Ll “ building stone, lime, cement, sewer pipe,
drain tile. etc.. also contractor for cement sidewalks,

ever purchased for church purposes, which was sit

has his ofﬁce near Genesee Street bridge, Wauke

uated on Canal Street south of Randolph.

After

gan. The subject of this sketch was born in Halifax,

1871, Mr. Sherman

Yorkshire, England, November 23, 1852, and is a

erected a building on a lot in Chicago that he
bought in 1848 and still owns. In the spring of
1856 he removed to \Vaukegan, butstill continued
busitess in Chicago. When the kerosine oil busi
ness was being developed he operated a small re
ﬁnery in Waukegan fora while. Oil then sold at

son of James and Martha (Brearly) Bairstow, both
of whom were also natives of Yorkshire. The fa
ther died while Fred was yet a child. He acquired
his education in the public schools of his native
country and at the age of eighteen years left his
old home in England and came, accompanied by
his brother. to America. This was in 1871. Land
ing in New York, they at once resumed their jour
ney by land until they had reached Cook County,
Ill., where they settled, making a location at Rose
Hill. There Mr. Bairstow began learning the trade
of a stoneeutter and when he had become conver
sant with the business he worked at it in Calvary
and South Evauston for six years.
As a companion on life's journey he chose Miss
Emma Elizabeth Hostrawser, the wedding being
celebrated in Chicago on March 2i, 1876. The
lady is a native of Belvidere, Ill.. and a daughter of
Paul Hostrawser. Five children have been born to
them, as follows: George H., Jessie E, Charles H.,
Martha E., and Fred Raymond. George H. and

the

great ﬁre of October,

$1 per gallon.
Mr. and Mrs. Sherman had a family of fourteen
children, ﬁve sons and nine daughters. of whom
eight are now living. Mrs. Sherman, who was a
member of the Methodist Church died July 21,
1884, at the age of seventy years. Her husband is
also a member of the same denomination. Mr.
Sherman isa Republican in politics, having sup
ported that party since its organization, and is also
a strong temperance worker. He was a member of
the ﬁrst Odd Fellows Lodge started in Chicago,
and withdrew to help organize the second, of which
he was a charter member. Mr. Sherman was one of
the ﬁrst Water Commissioners of the present water
works ot' Chicago, being appointed commissioner
for the West Side; in fact, Mr. Sherman has been

Jessie F. are natives of South Evanston, but the

identiﬁed with many of the pioneer public inter
ests of Chicago, and in the early days of that city
was known as one of the enterprising and public

younger children were born in Waukegan.
On the lst of April, 1879, Mr. Bairstow estab

lished business in Waukegan in the line of marble

244

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

and granite monuments to which he added, in 1886,
lime, cement, coal, wood, etc.

He keeps an expert

marble cutter and turns out as ﬁne work as can be
made in the country and in addition to this depart
ment of his business he makes line marble altars
and does marble house-ﬁnishing work. Jowett
Bairstow. a brother of our subject is associated
with him in business. He is a native of the same
shire and came to the United States a few years
later than Fred. He is an experienced marble
cutter, having learned his trade at Rose Hill, and
having worked thereat some sixteen years. At
Evanston, 111., he married Miss Florence O’Hara by
whom he has two children, Brazilas and Maud.

Both he and his wife are members of the Episcopal
Church and he belongs to the Royal Arcanum and
the Odd Fellows.
Mr. Fred Bail-stow is an independent Republican
in political sentiment and socially is a member of
the Odd Fellows fraternity of Waukegan, the In
dependent Order of Foresters and the Modern
Woodmen of America, belonging to Court Little
Fort, No. 7, I. O. F.; and Lake Camp, No. 74,
M. W. A. Both Mr. and Mrs. Bairstow are mem
bers of Christ Church, (Episcopal). of Waukegan,
and in the social world hold a worthy place. Our
subject is a wide-awake progressive young business
man who through his own efforts has won a well
deserved success.

5!

Q

‘

Y \ HILIP DIETMEYICR, now of \Vaukegan, is
'

/1 a retired farmer of Lake County, who for
more than forty-ﬁve years has here resided,
L;
dating his residence from 1845. He was
born in Baden, Germany, December 30, 1818,
and is ason of Fidele and Cecelia (Zeller) Diet
meyer, both of whom spent their entire lives in the
old country, where the father followed farming for
a livelihood. In their family were eight children,
four sons and four daughters, but only two crossed
the ocean. Fidele came to America in 1831, and
afterward located in this county and died in Wau
kegan, leaving six children.
In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject

was reared to manhood and the educational ad

vantages which hc received were such as the com
mon schools afforded. He was only six years old
when his father died but he remained with his
mother until ﬁfteen years of age when he bade
good-by to his old home and began life’s battle for
himself. Since that time he has made his way in
the world unaided. Hearing of the advantages
afforded young men in America be resolved to try
his fortune in this country, and in 1841, boarded a
Western bound sailing vessel which landed him at
New Orleans after a voyage of forty-ﬁve days. He
then proceeded up the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers
to I’ittsburg and thence to Buffalo, N. Y., having
a brother within thirty miles of that city. For
several years he worked by the month at whatever
he could get to do, being employed principally as
a farm hand.
' ~
As a helpinate on life's journey, Mr. Dietmeyer
chose Miss Julia A. lIarbargar, their wedding being
celebrated May 6, 1844. The lady was born in
Baden, Germany. February

19, 1825, and is a

daughter of Frank J. and Mary

(Bloom) Har

bargar, who with their family emigrated to this
country and settled in Erie County. N. Y., where
the father followed farming, though in the old
country he was a ﬁsherman. His death occurred
at the age of ﬁfty-live years and his wife died in
Lake County. 111., when sixty-eight years of age.
They had but two children of whom the wife of
our subject is the younger. Her brother died in
this county leaving a family of ten children. L'nto
Mr. and Mrs. Dietrneyer have been born eleven
children as follows: Henry who is a teamster of
Chicago; Mary A.. wife of Fred Boiler of Wanke
gan; Fidele, a resident farmer of Lake County;
Mary E., who wedded Nicholas Stuper,an engineer
on the Illinois Central Railroad and resides in Chi
cago; Cecelia who is a twin sister of Mary and the

wife of Timothy Shay of Chicago, her husband
being on the detective force of that city; Frank
Joseph is engaged in blacksmithing in Waukegan;
Philip, a farmer of this county; Julia, wife of

Charles \Velzel, is one of Lake County’s citizens:
Barbara who wedded Louis Einkenheld of Chicago;
Catherine, wife of William Hal-burger, a resident
of Waukegan; and Amelia who is .still with her.
parents.

ﬁ/r
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dent of Lake County since 1845, at which time he
purchased fort-y acres of wild land that by subse
quent purchase he increased to a two hundred acre
tract. By hard work, perseverance and energy he
placed the entire amount under cultivation anrl
made many excellent improvements upon it, thus
developing one of the best farms in the vicinity,
but in 1883, he sold out and came to Waukegan
where he is now living a retired life. In politics
he is a supporter of Democratic principles and both
he and his wife are members of the Catholic Church.
When Mr. Dictmeyer arrived in Buﬂ’alo, he had

only two shillings but he has made and husbanded
a competence. As the founder of his family in
America. this sketch of his life will be read with
interest by all future generations who will have no
occasion to be ashamed of their original ancestor.

IUSTUS BANGS. Among the prominent
early settlers of Wauconda Township we
_\
are pleased to record the life record of the
C)
“princeof pioneers" of the t0wnship, Jus
tus Bangs, a scion of the old New England stock
so famous as the founders of our great nation. He
is one of the most illustrious citizens of Lake
County and dates his lineage back to the days of
the Pilgrim Fathers. To Mr. Bangs who was as
sisted by his relative, David H. Brown, of West
Medford, Mass, we are indebted for the following
account of the descendants of Edward Bangs who
is supposed to be the progenitor of the family in
America.

He came from England in the “Anne”

one of the ﬁrst three vessels that arrived at Ply
mouth, Mass. The other two were the “May
ﬂower” and the “Fortune.” The passengers of
these were commonly called Pilgrims. They united
in forming the Colonial Government and shared in
the division of the Colonial lands. The "May
ﬂower” arrived in December, 1620, the “Fortune” in
1621, and the “Anne” in 1623.

In 1644, Edward

Bangs removed with his family to a new settlement
on Cape Cod. at or near .where the Pilgrims ﬁrst

set foot on land, previous to their ﬁnal landing at

and he took a leading part in its uphuilding.
Edward Bangs had a family of three sons and
seven daughters. He died in Esthnm in 1678, at
the age of eighty-six years. Of the daughters all
were married and had families, but Jonathan is the

only one of the sons that had descendants. He
was born at Plymouth in 1640, and had four sons,
Edward, Jonathan, Samuel and Joseph. Capt.
Jonathan was one of the Trustees of the town of
Harwick. He wedded Mary Mayo, and they were
both buried in the town of Harwick. Samuel Bangs
wedded Mary Hinckley, daughter of Gov. Thomas
Hinckley who was nearly forty years Assistant
Governor of Massachusetts, or rather the Plymouth
Colony. and for twelve years was Governor.
Unto Samuel and Mary (Mayo) Bangs were born
six sons and two daughters.

Of the sons, Joseph

married Thankful Hamblon of Barnstablc, Mass.,
and they removed to Philips Patentin the State of
New York, where he died in 1754, at the age of
forty~ﬁve. In their family were three daughters
and one son. The latter. Lemuel Bangs, had a
large family, and four of the sons, Joseph, John,

Nathan and Herman, became Methodist preachers,
the last two distinguishing themselves in that way.
The history of Rev. Nathan Bangs and his ances
tors is in the possession of our subject. Another
son, Rev. Heman Bangs, writes: “My father was

from Cape Cod, Mass.

He was a Commissary of

the old French wars and Adjutant in the Revo

lutionary \Va'r. He married a Miss Hall who bore
him ﬁve children. His second wife was Rebecca
Keeler of Ridgeﬁeld, Conn."
David Bangs, great-grandfather of our subject,
another son of Samuel Bangs, was born in the
town of Harwick in 1709, and married Eunice
Stone, daughter of Rev. Nathaniel Stone, the ﬁrst
minister of Harwick, where he settled in 1700,

and preached for ﬁfty-ﬁve years or until his death.
David and Eunice Bangs had ﬁfteen children. His
death occurred in Wilmington, Vt., at the age of

ninety-six and his wife reached the extreme old
age of one hundred and nine years. When she was
one hundred years old a special sermon was
preached in her honor and at that time she was still
so vigorous that she walked three quarters of a
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mile to the meeting house. Her hearing had some
what failed at the time, so she sat in the speaker’s

desk. She died at Wilmington, where she had lived
for many years. Nathan Bangs, son of David and
Eunice, was born in Harwick, Cape Cod, May 2,
1736, and removed to Montague. Mass, 1782. His

wife’s name was Abigail and unto them were born
eight children, the sons being John, Nathan and

Mark. Of the daughters. Bethiah married Israel
Nims; Hulda became the wife of John Catlin;
Sallie wedded Ira Nims; Abigail; and Hannah mar

ried a Mr. Fales. Nathan Bangs made his will in
1793, and died soon afterward. His widow Abigail,
removed to Stamford, Vt., with her son Mark,
where her death occurred about 1818.
The next in the line of direct descent is John

Bangs, who was born in June, 1766, and married
Eunice Root. Their children were Cephas. born in
1787; Nancy, in 1789; Lucy, in 1792; Annie, in

1794; Eunice, in 1796; Hulda, in 1798; Catherine,
in 1801; Rufus, in 1803; Moses, in 1805; Abigail,
in 1807 ; and Ruth and Nathaniel, in 1811. Their son

Cephas settled in Montague, married Dolly Cush
man, and they had two sons—John C., born in 1815;

and Sylvester, in 1811. Rufus emigrated to Plain
ﬁeld, lll., and thence to West Benuington, \'t.,
where he now lives with his son. Moses Bangs
removed to Moline, Ill.
Nathan Bangs, uncle of our subject. son of a
former Nathan Bangs, was born April, 1778, and
married Abigail Thomas, who was born in 1776.

They had ﬁve children: Ira M., born in August,
1799; Ora B., March, 1803 ;Louisa B.. April, 1807;
Emily, June, 1810; Sophronia Wing. June, 1819.
The second son. Ora Bangs, married Eliza D. But
ler, who was born in May, 1812,and they had four
children—Nathan M., born in March, 1833; Albert
M., December, 1835; Levant, March, 1838; and

Chester H., July. 1844. Nathan Bangs, Sn, died
in Napoleon, Mich.. in April, 1862, and his wife
at the same place in September of that year. Their
children are all deceased except Ora and Louisa.
He is now eighty-eight years of age and resides in
Jackson, Mich., with his son Chester.

Mark Bangs, son of the ﬁrst mentioned Nathan
Bangs, is the father of our subject. He was born
in Harwich, Mass., September 10, 1771,and died

November 5, 1844. From his boyhood he engaged
in agricultural pursuits and was quite successful.
His education was acquired in the old subscription
schools but he made himself a well-informed man
and did all in his power to give his children good
advantages in that direction. He entertained the
strictest temperance principles and joined the ﬁrst
temperance society organized in Massachusetts.
He was a stauch Whig in politics and an inﬂuential
member of the party. A consistent member of the
Baptist Church he was much devoted to Sunday
school work and was a benevolent and generous
hearted man. He married Lydia Whitney, who
was born in Conway, Mass, February 9,1792, and

died April 18, 1846. She was a lady of culture
and reﬁnement and a devoted member of the
Baptist Church. The remains of this worthy
couple are interred in the Wauconda Cemetery,

where stands a beautiful monument erected to their
memory.
We now take up the personal history of Justus

Bangs, knowing it will prove of interest to our
readers for he is widely known and highly esteemed
by all. A native of Montague, Mass, he was born
March

16, 1806, and was the ﬁfth child in the

family of twelve children: Sophronia. deceased,
married Daniel Hubbard, a mechanic and agricul
turist, and resided in Vermont, New York and
Illinois. David is married and works at the trade
of contractor and builder in Elgiu, Kane County;
Ruby is the widow of Asa Oakes, and resides in
Stamford, Vt.; Mark; Bethiah, married Luke Oaks

and died in 1844; Anna married John D. Tift,
removed to Ohio and died in April, 1889.

Our subject acquired his early education in the
schools of Stamford but the greater part of his
knowledge has been acquired through private
study, varied reading and observation. He has‘
ever been a friend to education and the free
schools of the country which are the bulwarks of

the Nation. For many years he followed farming
and for thirty years was connected with the mer
cantile interests of Wauconda. No man has been
as prominently identiﬁed with the history of the
town and township bearing that name as Mr. Bangs.
He was the ﬁrst settler of the township, building

the ﬁrst log cabin therein on the south side of the

lake named in honor of him Bangs Lake and for
some years was the sole owner of the town site.
La Fayette Mills drafted a map of the town and
Mr. Bangs got up a petition to have the name of
Wauconda given to the post-ofﬁce and township.
In this he was successful.

In

1845, he received

the mail contract for carrying the United States
mail from Chicago to Janesville, Wis., a distance

of one hundred miles. He made the round trip
once a week and continued to ﬁll that position eight
years. He erected the ﬁrst store building in Wau
conda and embarked in mercantiie business at that
place in 1845, continuing to engage in that pursuit
until 1875. He has erected more busiriesa houses
than any other resident of the town. six of the
principal buildings now standing being monuments
of his handiwork and enterprise.
Mr. Bangs married Miss Louisa Oakes, who was
born in Massachusetts, but grew to womanhood in
the Green Mountain State. They were married in
January, 1829, and unto them were born two sons.
\ r” Andrew 0., who is now a resident of \Vauconda, a

ﬁt

1

farmer and a successful business man, is repre
sented on another page of this work. The younger
son. Ambrose A., is a farmer and dealer in stock
and grain of Odebolt, Iowa. (See sketch of him
elsewhere.) After the death of his ﬁrst wife. in
May, 1851, Mr. Justus Bangs was again married
January 22, 1852, to Miss Caroline Cone, a native

of New York, who died November 26,1888. One
child was born of their marriage, Fannie I., now

with a number of local ofﬁces, was elected Justice

of the Peace of Waucouda Township in 1854,
serving twelve years, and was County Supervisor
for two terms. He also served as Postmaster for
several terms but resigned that office and the posi
tion of Justice of the Peace. He has been a valua
ble citizen to this community, and his name is
inseparably connected with the annals of its history.
He has never sought favor with the public yet the
highest regard has always been his, for his life has
merited universal respect and conﬁdence. The
cause of Christianity and everything tending to
elevate and beneﬁt humanity has found in him a
friend and he it was who circulated the ﬁrst sub
scription paper whereby a minister was secured to
preach in this locality. Mr. Bangs is now well ad
vanced in years, having reached the age of eighty
ﬁve but his mental faculties are yet undimmed and
he possesses much of the natural vigor of middle
age. His life has been well and worthin spent in
the interests of his friends, his family and the.
community. For ﬁfty-ﬁve years he has liVed on
the tract of land which he entered from the Gov
ernment, and thirty-nine years he has lived in his
present home. All know him to respect him and
when he shall have passed away his memory will
be revered not only as the founder of Waucouda
but also for his many generous acts and deeds of
kindness which win truer-love than any public
beneﬁt.

:seiﬁatessi...

the wife of C. L. Pratt, a native of Vermont, who

is engaged in mercantile business in Wauconda and
is represented on another page of this volume.
In politics. Mr. Bangs was an old line Whig and
on the dissolution of that party became a stalwart

Republican. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
John Quincy Adams. He is well versed in the
political history of the country and the changes
that have occurred in American government. He
has taken an active part in the campaigns. especially
in that of 1836, also the Log Cabin campaign,
when Harrison was elected. the exciting campaign

of 1860, and others. His inﬂuence and support
have always been given for the success of the Re
publican party, the principles of

always strenuously upheld.

which

he has

He has been honored

' BRAHAM I. SEEBER, of Waukegan is one
of the oldest settlers in the county. He was
born in the township of Canajoharie, Mont
gomery County, N. Y., September 1, 1814,
‘ and is of German descent. His paternal grandfa
, ther, William Seeber, was a native of Germany and
emigrated to the United States, settling in the town
ship where our subject was born. He served as an
orderly in the War for Independence and his bro
ther, Capt. Jacob Seeber, was killed in the battle of
Oriskany during the Revolution. John W. Seeber,
father of our subject, was born in Montgomery
County, N. Y., May 13, 1776, and followed black
smithing for a livelihood. He married Elizabeth
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Waldradt who was born in the same county, August
13, 1777, and was also of German lineage, her fa
ther, William Waldradt having been born in Ger
many but her mother was a native of the United
States. They reared a family of nine children, all
of whom lived to maturity, were married and had
families of their own. Four are yet living—Henry
who resides in Jefferson County, N. Y.; Abraham
of this sketch; Daniel, a resident of California; and
Mrs. Elizabeth Charlesworth who still lives in Mont
gomery County, N. Y. The parents spent the
greater part of their lives in Montgomery County
where Mr. Seeber died August 27. 1851, and his
wife on the 7th of March 1843. They were both
members of the Dutch Reformed Church and in
political sentiment he was a supporter of the Whig
principles.
Our subject was the seventh child in their fam

ily and under the parental roof he was reared t0
manhood while his education was acquired in the
old time subscription schools. At the age of eight
een he began learning the carpenter’s trade and
on attaining his majority he went to Ontario Coun
ty, N. Y. where he followed that occupation until
1837. Following the advice of Horace Greeley, in
that year he came West, landing in Chicago, Ill.,
on the 26th of July, and the next day witnessed his
arrival in Lake County. He settled on a claim in
Wauconda Township, and as soon as the land came
into market entered one hundred and sixty acres,
to which he kept adding from time to time until he
owned a tract of three hundred and sixty-live acres
which paid a golden tribute to his care and culti
vation. He made a good farm and improved it well
and although he encountered the usual experiences
of pioneer life, prosperity attended his efforts and
he is now living upon a comfortable competence,
the fruit of former toil.
On the 28th of January, 1841, Mr. Seeber and
Miss Deliah Marble were married in this county.

The lady was born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, May
20, 1821, and is a daughter of Levi and Elizabeth
(Granger) Marble, both of whom were of English
descent and came to this county with their family
in 1838. They were parents of nine children and
both Were members of the Christian Church. By
occupation Mr. Marble was a farmer and in his dis

trict he served as Justice of Peace. He was born
May 10, 1789, and died March 4, 1874, while his
wife, who was born March 26, 1791, was called to
her ﬁnal rest at the age of eighty-seven years.

Mr. Seeber and his wife began their domestic
life upon his farm in Wauconda Township and
their home was brightened by the presence of three
children. Sarah A., the eldest, is the wife of George
H. Burnett of \Vaukegan and they have four chil
dren; Caroline E. married William T. Combs, a
farmer of Avon Township, by whom she had three

children; and Mary E. died at the age of eleven
months. Mr. and Mrs. Seeber continued to make
the farm their home until 1876, when they re
moved to Waukcgan, where they have since resided.
Politically he was a Whig in early life, though be
cast his ﬁrst vote for Andrew Jackson, and since

the organization of the Republican party has afﬁli
ated with it. He has been a hard-working man,
fair and honorable in all his dealings and well de
serves the success which has crowned his efforts.
His residence in Lake County, covers a period of
ﬁfty-four years, therefore he has been an eyewit~
ness of the greater part of its growth and progress,
its development and upbuilding. He is a public
spirited man and any enterprise or movement cal
culated to beneﬁt the community or promote the
general welfare has received his hearty support and
co-operation. By those who know him he is high
ly esteemed.

@Wa-E»

ORRIS S. FORD is engaged in general
\ farming and stock-raising on section 36,
Wauconda Township, and is one of the
representative agriculturists of the com
munity. He now owns and operates one hundred
and twenty acres of land which he has placed under
a high state of cultivation. Thus it yields to him
a golden tribute for his care and labor, and a glance
at the well tilled fields indicates to the passer-by
the thrift and enterprise of the owner. There may
be seen all the appointments and equipments of a
model farm, and his commodious and pleasant resi—

dence is built upon one of the most commanding
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sites in the township. It is neatly and tastefully
furnished, and there are many evidences of the cul
ture of the inmates of that home.
Mr. Ford has spent his entire life in this county,
having ﬁrst opened his eyes to the light of day in
Ela'l‘ownship, February 21, 1847. A sketch of
his parents is given on another page of this work.
In the usual manner of farmer lads he was reared
to manhood, and when he had attained the age of
twenty years, his father gave him his time and told
him that the beneﬁts of his labors he might himself
use. He had no capital, but began life with a
young man‘s bright hope of the future, and has
met with success. When twenty-one years of age

S. Grant, and has since supported the Republican
party. He has served as School Director for sev
eral years, and in his social relations is a member
of the Patrons of Industry, and the Masonic lodge
of Wauconda, in which he is now Senior Deacon.
He is true to every duty of citizenship, has lived
an unassuming and upright life, and thereby has
won the conﬁdence of all with whom he has come in
contact. A representative of one of the early fam
ilies of the county, and himself an early settler, he
has witnessed almost its entire growth and develop
ment, and in all possible ways has aided in its pro
gress and upbuilding.

he married Miss Helen Turner, who was born in Ela
Township, August ‘20, 1847. Her father, Luther
Turner, Was a native of Dover, Me., born January
13, 1816. He became a farmer, met with excellent

N
success, and during the latter part of his life was
engaged as a stock speculator. About 1839, he
emigrated to the West, visiting Chicago when it
was a mere hamlet, and the settlers spoke of it as
the “Slough of Despond." He worked upon the
ﬁrst railroad ever built in Chicago, and in many
other ways his name is inseparany connected with
the early history of Northeastern Illinois. In po
litical sentiment he was a Democrat. He died

T. SIMMONS is the owner of an excellent

)5 farm of four hundred and thirty-two acres
(J on section 8, Benton Township, where he
has resided for thirty-seven consecutive years hav
ing come to Lake County from Fulton County,

March 5, 1887, and his remains were interred in the

N. Y., where he was born July 30, 1820. He was
the youngest in a family of seven children. His
father, Rouse Simmons, was also a native of New
York, and a son of one of the Revolutionary heroes.
The family is of English descent. He married

Fairﬁcld Cemetery, where a beautiful monument
marks his last resting place. He married Lyda

By a former marriage he had ﬁve children, three

Jane Young, a native of Aroostook, Me., horn De

of whom are now living—Laura, wife of William

cember 4,1820. She still survives her husband,
and is living in Wauconda.
Mrs. Ford is a lady of intelligence and culture,
who acquired her education in the Wauconda Acad
emy, being a student of that school at the same
time as her husband. They were married on the
14th of October, 1868, and three children grace

Eleanor Bactie, also a native of the Empire State.

Dunmore, of Michigan; Deborah, widow of Hiram
Sweet, of De Kalb, UL. and Ichabod, who is mar

ried and resides in Oak Park. The children born
of the second marriage were our subject and Har
riet, who is now the wife of Isaac H. Vandercook,
of Ingham County, Mich.

Their father died Oc

their union, two sons and a daughter: Harry, who

tober 21, 1829, and the mother departed this life
December 24, 1851, having survived her husband

was born August 17. 1869, married Miss Marianna

twenty-two years.

Smith, and resides in Wauconda; Ambrose Elmer,
b0rn January 15, 1874, was educated in Wauconda

The early life of our subject passed uneventfully,
his boyhood days being spent in the usual manner
of farmer lads. He acquired his education in the
district schools of Fulton County, and there began
business life for himself as an agriculturist. On

and assists his father in the cultivation of the farm;

and Lida, who was born January 14, 1884. She is
a bright little miss of seven summers, and has a de
cided taste for music.

Mr. Ford proudly cast his ﬁrst vote tor Gen. U.

May 3, 1846, he was united in marriage with Sul

lic Lowry, a native of Fulton County, and a daugh
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ter of Abram Lowry, of New York.

The young

couple began their domestic life in the Empire
State where they continued to reside until in De
cember, 1853, which year witnessed their arrival
in Lake County. It was with the hope of better
ing his ﬁnancial condition that Mr. Simmons emi
grated Westward, and in the years which have
since come and gone he has no reason to regret the
step taken. He ﬁrst purchased one hundred and

lican party which he has supported since its organ
ization. He has held the ofﬁce of Town Supervisor
for six years, for the same length of time was As
sessor, and in 1890 served as Census Enumerator.

He has ever taken an active part in those interests
and enterprises which are calculated to upbuild
and beneﬁt the community and in the long years
of his residence in Lake County has proved him
self a valued citizen.

twelve acres of land on section 8, Benton Town

ship, which is a part of his present farm and began
its development, plowing and planting and trans
forming the raw prairie into richly cultivated ﬁelds.
As his ﬁnancial resources were increased, the bound
aries of his farm were also enlarged until he is now
the owner of a four hundred and thirty-two-acre

WW
OHN M. CLEVELAND, deceased, was one

of the leading farmers of Avon Township,
and has lefta family that is honored both in

tract in Lake County as well as a two hundred

C

acre farm in Adams County, Wis.
In 1888 Mr. Simmons was called upon to mourn
the loss of his wife who died on the 13th of Octo
ber, leaving a family of three children—Marcus
L., who married Charlotte Beaty, by whom he has

friends who held him in high esteem this sketch
will proveol’ great interest. Mr. Cleveland was a
native of New York, born July 24, 1804. His
father died while he was small, and he was bound
out to a farmer until he was of age. His brother
George and sister Eliza comprised the family. The
former c gaged in farming in the Empire State,

four children, resides in Benton Township; Brad

ford E., living on the home farm, married Miss
Emma Murray and unto them have been born three

children, two of whom are living; Peter R.
wedded Carrie Parker and they have three
children. Mr. Simmons was again married No

business and social circles.

To the many

but is now deceased, and the later became the wife
of David Tcetor, also a farmer of \Vayne County,

vember 21, 1889, his second union being with Miss

N. Y.
When Mr. Cleveland had attained to mature
years, he wedded Mary Ann Tyler, the eldest

Amoret E. Shaw, a native of Oneida County,

daughter in a family of ﬁfteen children, seven of

N. Y.. and adaughter of William and Laura (Reed)

whom are now living: Fanny, the second of the
family, is married and lives in Saratoga, N. Y.;
Harriet is the widow of Lyman C. Gleason,
and resides in Connecticut; James J., is engaged
in' agricultural pursuits in Kentucky; Brock
holst isa farmer in Missouri; George D. is engaged
in fruit growing in Florida. and Erastus D. is a
merchant of New York. The father of this fam
ily, who was born in the Empire State, also made
farming his life occupation. He emigrated West

Shaw, both of whom were born

in Connecticut.

Her father was for many years a. New York farmer
and in the spring of 1853 came to Lake County,
where he purchased an improved farm in Benton
Township. He was a quiet, unassuming man who
preferred to enjoy the pleasures of the home circle
rather than the exciteinents of public or political
life and his death, which occurred in December,
1880, was sincerely mourned by many warm
His wife died in January, 1873.

ward in 1865 and located in Anderson County,

Previous to her marriage, Mrs. Simmons suc

Kan., where he died in 1883, after which his widow
returned to Connecticut, where her death occurred
two years later.

friends.

cessfully engaged in school teaching in Benton
Township for a number of years. She is a mem
of the Methodist Church and a most estimable
lady. Mr. Simmons has taken quite an active part
in local political affairs and votes with thﬁ Repub

Inﬂuenced by the hope of bettering his ﬁnancial
condition by a. removal to the more sparsely settled
West, where lauds were cheaper and thus a farm
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could be more easily obtained, Mr. CleVeland came
to Lake County, Ill., in the spring of 1844. He
boughta farm, built a house thereon and when

preparations for the reception of his wife and chil
dren were completed, he returned to New York and
brought his family to Illinois in the spring of 1845.
Their place of residence has remained the same
through the long period of time which has since
elapsed. The husband and father devoted his en
ergies untiringly to agricultural pursuits, overcame
all obstacles in his path, and as the result won the
success for which he was striving. By his fellow
townsmen, who recognized his worth and ability, he

was called upon to ﬁll a number of local ofﬁces, such
as Collector, Road Commissioner and a member of
the School Board. He had the conﬁdence of all
who knew him. In politics he was a Republican,
and an earnest worker in the interests of the party.
In religious belief he was a Methodist and a faithful
member of the church. The cause of temperance
ever found in him a warm friend, and the liquor

business a bitter opponent. He was a member of
the Good Templars Lodge of Ilain'esville, and in
the interests of morality, sobriety and education
his aid was never sought in vain. He died on the
15th of February, 1881, lamented by all who knew
him.
Mrs. Cleveland still survives her husband, and in

her bereavement is comforted by afamily of eleven
children, who are an honor to her. Major H., the
eldest, is married and now resides in Anderson

County, Kan. He enlisted in the late war in 1862,
as a member of Company B, Ninety-sixth Illinois
Infantry, and was in all the battles of his regiment
until mustered out in 1865. George F., who is
married and resides in Hainesville, operates a
threshing machine, and carries on farming. James
D., with his family, is living on a farm in Ander
son County, Kan. lle enlisted at the first call for
troops made by President Lincoln, and after the
expiration of his ﬁrst term of three months, and a
short visit home, re-enlisted in Company C, of the
Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, and served three
years. Charles A., who was also a member of
Company C, saw much hard service during the
war. He took part in the battles of Pea Ridge and
Prairie Grove, and re-enlisted as a veteran, re
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maining in the service until the struggle was ended,
when he was honorably discharged. He is now en
gaged in the mercantile business in Oklahoma.
Erastus T., who was a member of Company B,
Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, was twice wounded,
and afterward lost the third ﬁnger on his right
hand, as a result of the second wound.

Subse

quently he was detailed to act as a. hospital nurse,
and served in that capacity until the expiration of
his term _of enlistment. With his family he is now
living in O‘Brien County, Iowa, where he follows

farming. Maria L., is a widow of Thomas Dykes,
who was a farmer of Anderson County. Kan.
Mary J., is engaged in dress-making, and resides
with her brother in Avon Township. Cora A.,
has been twice married, and is now residing in El
gin, Ill. William 11., with his wife and children,
is residing in Oklahoma, where he is engaged in the
mercantile business with his brother Charles. Cy
rus M., resides on the old home farm which he
operateszhand is caring for his widowed mother.
He takes great interest in educational affairs and
whatever pertains to the welfare of the commu
nity, and is regarded as a worthy citizen. Addie
J., is still at home, and acts as housekeeper, thus

releaving her mother of that responsibility.
This family has a remarkable history, in so far
that in over half a century only one of the thir
teen members has been taken away by death. Four
of the brothers served in the War of the Rebel
lion for three years or over, yet the lives of all
Were spared. They have a wide circle of friends
and acquaintances throughout Lake County, and
are one of the most respected families of the com

mnnity.

OHN G. BOHN. a carpenter of Waukegan,
was born in the Rhine Province, in Bavaria,

August 25,1847, and is a son of Joseph and
”
Mary A. (Koch) Bohn both of whom spent
their entire lives in the old country and have some
time since'passed away. His father was a millwright,
carpenter and a successful borer of artesian wells.
In their family are three living children, the ﬁrst
of whom to come to America was John G., who
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crossed the ocean in 1865; EliZabcth sailed in 1875

and in New York City married John Heller, with
whom she returned to the old country; Joseph
crossed in 1881 and is engaged in business asa
stoneeutter in Chicago.
Until about fourteen years of age Mr. Bohn
spent his time in school and in the ﬁeld at work.
When in his ﬁfteenth year he began to learn the
carpenter’s trade, serving a term of apprenticeship
of three years. After he had mastered the trade
he received an offer from a lady cousin that if he
would aceompany her to America she would pay
his fare. The offer was accepted and in 1865 he
ﬁrst set foot upon American soil. His passage
money he afterward repaid. Before leaving his
native land he promised his father that he would
return and serve in the army, but he has never
left his adopted country. It has furnished him a
home and a livelihood, and though he loves Ger
many as his native land he would not again iden
tify himself with the interests of that country.

seventh year of her age. Mrs. Bohn is the third
in order of birth in their family of twelve children,
eight of whom are yet living. To our subject and
his wife has been born one son—John Joseph. The

parents are German Catholics in religious belief.
Mr. Bobu belongs to the Independent Order of
Foresters, being Past Chief Ranger, and to the
Catholic Order of Foresters. He is a ﬁrst-class me
chanic, as will be attested by his long continuance
in the service of one employer. He deserves the
credit of whatever success he has met with in life
for he came to this country empty handed and with
no one near to whom he could look for assistance.

%

Flonsa'r
'

’

FERGUSON, who is Superin

tendent of the construction of the tele
graph line between Chicago and Milwaukee,
owned by the Chicago Board of Trade, 1

After working for six months in New York City

makes his home on section 34, Benton Township.

Mr. Bohn came to Waukegan in February, 1866, and

lie claims Pennsylvania as the State of his nativity

entered the cabinet shop of Fred Haarbauer. Subse

having been born in Easton, Northampton County,

quently he became an employs of Fred Hange
brauck, making wagon wheels during the entire
winter. He has also worked at his trade in Chicago
and Lake Forest, remaining in the latter place for
nearly eighteen months, working on a ﬁne residence
for J. V. Farwell. In 1878 he embarked in busi
ness with' Charles Sackman, they continuing to
carry on a meat-market for three and a half years,

April 23, 1852. When eleven years of age,
prompted by a spirit of adventure he ran away
from home and went aboard the vessel “Algiers,”
for sixteen months sailing the stormy sea. After
a short visit at home he was preparing to again
ship before the mast when be secured employment
with a contractor for the Western Union Telegraph
Company. For nine years he Worked on theirlincs,
beginning as a “pole climber.” Leaving that com
pany he engaged with the Atlantic and Paciﬁc
Telegraph Company and arose to the position of
Assistant Superintendent of construction of the

at the end of which time he again resumed work at

his trade and in the period which has since elapsed
has been employed by George C. Brean.
In Waukegan Mr. Bohn wedded Mary E. Peter
mann, the ceremony taking place on the 2d of Jan
uary, 1861. The lady was born in W'aukegan,
January 15, 1847, and is a daughter of John and
Elizabeth (Lieber) Petcrmann, both of whom were
natives of Hesse Darmstadt, Germany. They came
to the United States about 1842, and settled in

Chicago.

When the cholera broke out they re

moved to Waukegan,in 1849, but in 1882 returned
to the city. Mr. Petermann was a tailor by trade.
He died in the sixty-sixth year of his age in Chi
cago, where his widow still resides in the sixty

western division of its lines.

When, however, the

Atlantic and Paciﬁc Company sold out to the
Western Union he was left without employment
and therefore took a contract to rebuild the ﬁre
alarm lines of Pittsburg, Pa. In 1878, he came to
Chicago and contracted to build the Board of
Trade line to Milwaukee, and on the completion of
that work was made Superintendent of construc

tion with the privilege of taking outside contracts.
He constructed the American Union line from
Chicago to St. Paul and the Mutual Union con
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necting the same cities. The Banker’s and Mer
chants line from Chicago to Madison, Wis., and

Agnes, married William Elder. who is engaged in

from Chicago to Hammond, Ind., are monuments

Peter MeCambridge, who is engaged in mercantile
pursuits in Edinburg, Scotland; Thomas, married
Miss Martha Williams, and resides in San Jose,
Cal.. where he is engaged in fruit culture; Cather
ine, the youngest of the family. is the wife of
George Yule, of Kenosha, Wis, who is extensively
connected with the manufacturing interests of that
place.

of his skill. He put in electric plants at Racine,
Wis.,Bloomington, 111., and Keokuk, Iowa. He
also put the electric wires under ground on the
north side of Chicago.
Mr. Ferguson was married October 1, 1879, to
Mary J., daughter of Samuel S. and Grace B.
(Baird) Cole, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere
in this volume. Mrs. Ferguson is a native of this
county, born July 3, 1860. Two children have
been born to them—Elsie G. and Jennie M. Mrs.
Ferguson is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
Mr. Ferguson Owns a farm of one hundred and
ten acres provided with a tasty residence and a
barn complete in all its appointments. He owns
several standard bred trotting horses and is quite
an admirer of turf stock. He stands high in Ma
sonic circles, being a member of the Waukegan
Commandery and of the Oriental Consistory of
Waukegan, and Mist Shrine of Chicago. In poli
tics he is independent.

“—-~e-~>>¥<~++-——
AMES MITCHELL, a farmer and

stock

raiser of Benton Township, residing on see

! tion 7, isa native of Scotland.
I

He was

born on the 15th of November, 1814, in

Fifeshire, and is a son of William and Elizabeth

(Jackson) Mitchell.

His father, also a native of

farming near Preston, Minn.; Eliza, is the wife of

James Mitchell, whose name heads this sketch,

is numbered among the honored pioneers of Lake
County.

When he came to Illinois there were no

roads in this vicinity, and the traveler could ride
forth in any direction with no settlement or fence
to intercept his progress. The now ﬂourishing
towns and villages which dot its plains, had not yet
sprung into existence, and the work of progress
and civilaztion seemed scarcely begun. All was
in its primitive condition, and the present advanced

position which the county to-day occupies is due
to its pioneers, not the least of whom was Mr.
Mitchell. Almost half a century has passed since
he came to the county, bringing with it many
changes. and in its tip-building and advancement
he has ever born his part. He has made farming
his life work and in the prosecution of his busi
ness interest has secured a comfortable compe
teuee.
On the 21st of March, 1844, Mr. Mitchell was

united in marriage with Miss Sarah Ann Hurst, of
Kenosha, Wis, who was born in Lineolnshire, Eng
land, April 15. 1815. They became the parents of
eight children—Henry \Villiam, who was born

that shire, emigrated to America in' 1844, landing

November

at New York City, from whence he made his way
to Buffalo, where he remained until the spring of
1844. He then started Westward, traveling by
canal and lakes to Kenoaha, Wis. His wife died
in 1848, and he survived her ten years, pass
ing away about 1858. In their family were seven
children, four sons and three daughters. of whom
six are now living. Henry, the eldest, of the ﬁrm
of Mitchell, Lewis & Co., is extensively engaged

Texas; Thomas. born June 10, 1848, died Decem

15,1844, died December 7, 1866, in

her 8, 1850; Alice, born March 8, 1846, became the

wife of George Skinner on the 10th of September,
1873, and they now reside with their three chil
dren

in Independence, Ore.; Martha Elizabeth,

born February 18, 1851, was married August 30,
1868, to John R. Siver, and they are parents of the

in manufacturing interests in Racine, Wis., where
he makes his home; James, of this sketch, is the

following children, seven of whom are living, viz:
Lottie L., Rettie M., Mattie Alice, Jennie E., Sa
rah Maud, James Henry and George Ralph;
George A., who Was born March 13, 1853, is un

next younger; William, died September 26, 1890;

married; Millie A., was born February 25, 1855;
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James A., was born in April, 1857, and died in the

road.

same month; Louisa, was born October 26. 1858,

the 1st of April, of that year, but on the 6th of

and completes the family. The mother of these
children departed this life on the 3d of April,
1882.
Mr. Mitchell is now seventy-seven years of age,
and is practically living a retired life. He isa
consistent member of the Methodist Church, and
has taken an active part in public affairs. He
keeps himself well informed on all of the political
issues of the day, and is a stanch advocate of the
Republican party, which he has suppOrted for
many years. Although unswervingin his allegiance
he has never sought political prefcrment, but for a
number of years held the ofﬁce of Road 'Commis
sioner. He has taken a commendable interest and
feels a just pride in the county and its progress.
For almost half a century he has been identiﬁed
with its growth and development, and well de
serves representation in this volume among the
honored pioneers of the community.

August. 1862, took a “lay oﬁ” that he might enlist

$89~me
ARVIN SPOOR, among the oldest em
ployes of the Chicago <1: Northwestern
g: Railroad Company. residing in Waukegan,
may be mentioned the experienced loco
motive engineer whose name heads this sketch. A
native of the Empire State, he was born in the
town of Arcadia, \Vayne County, on the 5th of
February, 1839, and is a son of Alfred and Cathe
rine (Shirtz) Spoor. His parents were born in
Eastern New York and in early life removed to
Wayne County. On leaving Arcadia in 1870 they
became residents of Barrington City, Cook County,
111., and after six years located in Waukegan,
where the death of the father occurred on the 4th
of February, 1888.

His widow survives him and

is still a resident of this city.

He entered the employ of that company on

in the late war.

He became a member of Company

C, Eighty-ninth Illinois Infantry. 11is regiment
was assigned to the Fourth Army Corps and the,
ﬁrst battle in which he participated was that of
Stone River, which was followed by the engage
ments at Chickamauga. Missionary Ridge, and
those of the Atlanta campaign, including the vari
ous battles and siege of that stronghold. whence
they went to Nashville with Gen. Thomas and
later to Greenville, E. Tenn. Mr. Spoor was mus
tered out at Nashville, June 10, 1865, after the

close of the war. At the time of going into the
battle of Stone River he was sick with typhoid
fever but insisted on keeping his place in the ranks
and was captured by the enemy and held a prisoner
four days when he was paroled and left on the
ﬁeld of battle to be picked up by his comrades in
their advance.
()n his return from the army Mr. Spoor re-en
tered the service of the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad Company, working first in the round
house at Chicago for a few months, after which he
was then placed in charge of an engine running
between Chicago and Milwaukee. In 1867, he was
badly wounded in an accident, having the cords
and arteries of his left arm severed near the wrist
by a cut from the broken window of his cab, and

came near bleeding to death before receiving surg
ical aid. After his recovery, being badly crippled in

the left hand, he was given the run of the accomo
dation passenger train between Waukegan and Chi
cago and has now ﬁlled his present position for
twenty-three years. His home during that time has
been in Waukcgan, where he is accountcda valued
citizen.
Mr. Spoor was married in Kenosha, Wis., on the
26th of January, 1870, Miss Catherine Stressinger
becoming his wife. The lady was born in Buﬂ’alo,

The subject of our sketch received a common
school education in his native State and in the
autumn of 1860 came to Illinois. He spent the
winter in Chicago and in the early spring we ﬁnd
him a resident of \Vaukegan, his work being that

and Barbara Stressinger who were of German birth
and crossed the Atlantic to America, coming to
Waukegan in 1855. The father died in Fond du

of ﬁreman on the Chicago & Northwestern Rail

the 29th of January, 1872.

N. Y., March 10, 18.53, and is a daughter of Peter

Lac, Wis., November 14, 1860. and the mother on

Mr. and Mrs. Spoor
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have nine children and with one exception all are
yet living. George K., the eldest. was born in
Highland Park, Lake County, on the 18th of
December, 1871. All the younger children were
born in Waukegan, as follows: Harry A. born De

In order to secure means to develop and improve
his land he worked at his trade in Chicago at vari
ous intervals.
Mr. Ragan was married in the town of Fremont

cember 21, 1873; Robert E., November 20, 1875;

on the 9th of January, 1839, to Miss Hannah

Bella M., January 1, 1878; Walter G., April 16,

Tucker, who died August 16, 1847. Two children
were' born of their union, a son and daughter,
namely: Mary A., who is now the wife of William

1880; Frederick J. and Clinton D., September 28,

1882: Mollie L., March 15, 1887, and Bessie C.,
November 12, 1889.

town of Fremont. Lake County, then Cook County.

Fred, one of the twins, died

H. Price. a resident of Gurnce, Lake County, and

September 17, 1889.
Mr. Spoor and his family attend the Presbyterian
Church. Socially, he is a member of the Wauke

William M., who is now Clerk of the Circuit Court
of Lake County and ex-of'ﬂcio Recorder.
Mr.
Ragan continued farming until the spring of 1849,
when he removed to \Vaukngan and engaged in the
furniture business in company with Oliver S. Lin
coln. The California gold fever breaking out the
following spring. Mr. Ragan went overland to the
new Eldorado of the Paciﬁc Slope where he en
gaged in mining and in the lumber business in
California for four years, at the expiration of which
time he returned to Illinois in the spring of 1854
and made his home on a farm, the possession of
which he had retained during his travels.
Mr. Ragan was one of the ﬁrst Justices of Me
Henry County. from which Lake County was set
06 and married the ﬁrst couple joined in wedlock
in this county. He held the office of County Com
missioner of Lake County, was 'l‘0wnship Super

gan Post No. 374, G. A. R., and of Division No.
96, B. L. E., of Chicago.

He has now been in con

stant employ of the Chicago (it Northwestern Rail
way Company as locomotive engineer for twenty
six years and has proved capable and faithful under
all circumstances and in all places where service
called him. He isa man of unquestioned integrity,
genial and kind-hearted and devoted to his family
and home.

“WM
'OHN G. RAGAN. Among the very earliest
and most prominent pioneers of Lake County
i, must be mentioned the gentleman, now de

ceased, whose name heads this sketch.

Mr.

Ragan was anative of Pennsylvania, born in the
city of Brotherly Love on the 28th of February,
1812.
His parents were Morgan and Catherine
(Christman) Ragan. His father was a native of
Ireland and came to America in youth. The
mother was born in Philadelphia and was of Swed
ish descent, her ancestors having been members of
the old Swedish colony that settled in Pennsylva
nia during the early days of American histOry.
The subject of this sketch received a common
school education and in his youth learned the trade
of a cabinet maker. After completing his appren
ticeship he traveled as a journeyman of his craft.
working in New Orleans. Cincinnati and other cit
ies, including Buffalo, N. Y. From the last named
place he Went to Chicago in 1836, and on the 5th

of August of that year located in what is now the

visor. Road Commissioner. Town Collector, and

was Sheriﬂ during the years 1859 and 1860. ()n
the lst of January, 1849, Mr. Ragan was married
'to Miss Hepsibah Tucker, a sister of his ﬁrst wife,
who died in 1884, childless.

He was married the

third time in 1886, his last wife being Mrs. Maria
M. Green, who survives her husband and now rc

sides on the homestead in the town of Waukegan.
In politics Mr. Regan was a Freesoil Democrat in
early life, and at its organization joined the Repub
lican party of which he wasa consistent and earnest
member until the close of his life. He was a Royal
Arch Mason, belonging to Waukegan Lodge No.
78, A. F. dt A. M., and 1Vaukegan Chapter N0. 41,
R. A. 31., and occupied a prominent place in the
councils of the order. During the late Civil War
he exhibited such a patriotic spirit and was so act
ive in encouraging enlistment and in aiding the
Government every way in his power that he was
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elected to membership in the Soldiers and Sailors’
Association of Lake County, an honor never be
fore conferred by the association upon any civil
ian. Mr. Ragan lived a pure and useful life and
died at the age of seventy-ﬁve years. on the 14th
of November, 1887, respected by all who knew him.

~—— W—

amauga, Lookout Mountain, Nashville and those of
the Atlanta campaign, in which the troops were
under ﬁre for over one hundred days. To give
some idea of how well our Lieutenant performed
his part, the following comments have been gleaned
from the history of the Ninety-sixth Illinois Regi
ment by Hon. C. A. Partridge. Speaking of the
battle of Chickamauga, he says: "The ColorGuard
of nine were all gone but two or three; Serg.
Bruner, who carried the stars and stripes, was ter

OHN W. SWANBROUGH. proprietor of
the Swanbrough Stock Farm and one of the
g enterprising citizens of Waukegan, is a na

@/ tive of_ the Empire State.

He was born in

Ithica November 13, 1843, and is a son of Henry
and Ann (Brewster) Swanbrough. His paternal
grandfather was a native of Boston and a hatter by
trade. He emigrated to Tompkins County. N. Y.,
where he ran a hat store. and there in 1816 the
father of our subject was born. Henry Swanbrough
married Miss Brewster, a daughter of Ezra B. and

Joanna (Reed) Brewster, both of whom were natives
of Massachusetts. Her father was a harness-maker
by trade. About 1844 he and his wife came to
Little Fort, Ill., and spent the remainder of their

lives in this city. Having followed farming in New
York for a number of years after his marriage. in
1855 Henry Swanbrough came to \Vaukegan, se
curing a farm in Benton Township, upon which he
and his wife still reside. Both are prominent and
consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and in politics he is a Republican.
Their only child, John W., was reared to farm

ribly wounded; Corporal Swanbrough, who had al
ready had the stat’f of the regimental flag shot of?
twice in his hands, caught the National colors as
they fell and gallantly bore both ﬂags aloft. At
every advance the colors waved at the very front.
Our color bearer had tied the fluttering shreds
around the splintered staff, which he now held
aloft as a guide for us in forming our lines.” At
Lookout Mountain Corporal John W. Swanbrough,
who was acting as Color Sergeant, was wounded in
the left foot. He had been the only Color Guard
to escape at Chickamauga and was now among the
ﬁrst hit. Regarding the battle of Nashville the
same author says: "Serg. Swanbrough, command
ing Company G, turned to give some word of en
couragement to his men, when a bullet disabled his
left hand, giving him a wound that proved painful
and compelled him to go almost immediately to
the rear. More than once he was especially com
mended for gallantry." His last wound came near
being the cause of a loss of his thumb, which was
badly shattered and stiffened permanently. After
spending a time at the hospital, he returned home

On the

until able to again report at Louisville, Ky., when

9th of August, 1862, though not yet nineteen

he was sent South with a squad of men to distri
bute them where the ranks had been most depletcd_
With his regiment he was discharged on the 10th

life and received an academic education.

years of age, he enlisted for the late war as a mem
ber of Company G, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry
and upon the organization of the company was ap
pointed Eighth Corporal. At the organization of
the regiment he was detailed as Color Guard and
in a few months was appointed to carry the State
ﬂag.

On the 215t of June, 1864, he was made Scr

geant and on the 3d of August of the same year
Was promoted to be First Sergeant. while on the 8th
of June, 1865, he was commissioned as Second Lien
tenant. The principal engagements in which Lieut.

Swanbrough participated were the battles of Chick

of June, 1865.

In 1867 Mr. Swanbrough commenced breeding
road and turf horses. Among the best horses he
has owned are the following: Creeper (1664),
Hambletonian Prince (9716), Princeps Wilkes

(7111), Gen. Garﬁeld (9717), Loki (9718), Bell
of \Vaukegan, etc.
In 1876 Mr. Swanbrough was elected Sheriff of
Lake County and so acceptably did he perform his
duty that he was honored with that position three
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terms of two years each and one term of four years
He was elected Supervisor of Waukegan, served

two terms, was re-elected, but owing to the change
made in the laws, did not get to serve the last
term. He is a stanch advocate of Republican prin—
ciples, a member of the Masonic fraternity and of
the Grand Army of the Republic, of which he has
been Senior Vice-Commander. He assisted in or
ganizing the Royal Arcanum in Waukegap and was
two years Regent; also helped organize Company
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family; Dewey is now deceased; Mariette is the
wife of George Finckle, a farmer of Wisconsin;
and John W. completes the number.
The education of our subject was obtained in

was Captain from the beginning for three years and
until the company was disbanded.
In 1866 Mr. Swanbrough was joined in wedlock
with Miss Mary Williams, daughter of J. L. Wil

the common schools of New York and he spent his
early life as a farmer’s lad. At the age of ﬁfteen,
accompanied by his parents and a sister, he left the
Empire State and took up his residence in Dundee,
Ill., in 1854, his parents afterward returning to
New York. He began life for himself at the age
of eighteen and afterward became an owner of
land which be improved and developed, thereby
acquiring a comfortable competence. The ﬁrst
event of special importance which occurred in his
life was on the 29th of April, 1859, when he led

liams, and unto them were born three children:

to the. marriage altar Miss Frances A. Finckle, who

Mamie and John died at the age of twelve and ten
respectively; and Edward W'. is employed in the
Fort Dearborn National Bank of Chicago. Mr.
Swanbrough is an enterprising business man, who
possesses the qualiﬁcations necessary to success, as
is attested by his prosperous career. His ofﬁcial
life won him many friends and an extended ac
quaintance.

was born in East Springﬁeld, N. Y., December 20,
1838, and is a daughter of William and Catherine
(De Long) Finckle. Her father was born in 1811,
and by trade was a carpenter but he afterward
engaged in merchandising and also followed farm
ing. He was an old-line Whig and at the organi
zation of the Republican party joined its ranks,
supporting its principles until his death in April,
1883. His wife, who was also born in New York,
about 1815, was of French extraction. She died
at the age of thirty-nine years.

A, Of the Illinois National Guards, of which he

==-%¢=
lOI-IN W. ACKER, who is engaged in farm
‘

ing on section 35, Wauconda Township, was
born in Madison County, N. Y., September

Q

17, 1838, and is the youngest in a. family of

On the 11th of September, 1861, Mr. Acker en

listed in Company I, Fifty-second Illinois Infantry
under Capt. J. T. Br0wn. The company was or
ganized at Geneva, Ill., and after drilling for a time

seven children, ﬁve of whom are yet living. Con

was ordered to Benton Barracks, Mo., where they

rad Acker, the father, also a native of the Empire

were equipped for service and remained until the
8th of December, when they were sent to St. Jo
seph, Mo., to guard the railroad bridges. They en
countered some guerrillas and remained in that State
until January 16, 1862, when the regiment was or
dered back to Cairo, where the forces of Gen. Grant
were concentrating, preparatory to the campaigns
of 1862. After a week spent at Ft. Holt, they
were sent by steamer as a reserve corps to Smith
land, Ky., where they remained until February 16,
when they proceeded to Ft. Donelson. Arriving
the day after the battle Company I was detailed to
guard ﬁve hundred rebel prisoners whom they took
by water to Alton, Ill., and thence to Camp Butler.
Returning to Benton Barracks, they there remained

State, was born in 1784, and died in 1864. He was
reared in the Mohawk Valley, and throughout his
life followed farming. He became a member of
the old State Militia, and was a Democrat in poli
tics until the rise of the Republican party when he
joined its ranks.

He married Charity Wolaver,

who was born in the Mohawk Valley in 1801, and
died in 1879. The members of their family are
Andrew, who enlisted for the late war and died in
front of Richmond; Nicholas, who is married and
conducts a hotel in New York; George, also mar

ried, is an engineer of Batavia, N. Y.; Harvey is
married and is a stone and brickmason of Mason,

lngham County, Mich., where he resides with his
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until March 13, when the regiment took passage
on a steamer for Pittsburg Landing. This was the
ﬁrst principal engagement in which the Fifty
second Infantry took part.
I The regiment then advanced on Corinth, Miss.,
where they were engaged in constant skirmishing
until after the evacuation, when the troops pur
sued the rebels to Boonesville, Miss. Returning
they went into camp near Corinth and were en
gaged in scouting duty until the 14th of August,
when they were Ordered to Pocahontas. Tenn., to
gather up the cotton and then return to camp. The
regiment was then ordered East to meet the rebel
Gen. Price and marched to Iuka, Miss, where they
engaged in skirmish duty. The battle of Corinth
occurred on the 3d and 4th of October, 1862, after

which the Flfty-seeond Illinois pursued the enemy
to Ruckersville and then returned to camp.

On

the 9th of December they started on the 'I‘uscum

bia expedition and on the 11th, engaged in a skir
mish at Little Bear Creek, Ala. During the months
of January and February, they marched more than
ﬁVe hundred miles on various expeditions through
Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi. Orders came
to hold Gen. Forrest from attacking Gen. Straight
and on the 15th of August they marched forward
for that purpose. During the-summer the Fifty
sccOnd was engaged in duty near Memphis, guard
ing railroads and intercepting the rebels from
cutting off the base of supplies of the Federal
troops. In the fall they were assigned to Gen.
Sherman’s army and the Division was left at
Pulaski, Tenn., to serve as guard.

In December,

1863, Mr. Acker returned home on a thirty days’
furlough, having veteranizcd and then rejoined his
regiment. After returning the troops were under
the direct command of Col. John S. Wilcox. About
the 1st of May they were ordered *0 Chattanooga
and camped on the battle ﬁeld of Chickamauga.
Joining the First Brigade and Second Division of
the Sixteenth Army Corps, the regiment was then
prepared to take part in the Atlanta campaign,
which continued for three months and twenty-six
days. The Army of thevTennessee engaged in
ﬂanking duty and would one day attack the enemy
at a certain place and the next probably make an
attack twenty miles away. It was necessary to

lake‘ forced and heavy marches in the night to do
this.

Previous to this time, “lucky Company I,”
as it was called, had not lost a man but in August
there were two killed and eight wounded while on
skirmish duty. This company also carried the
colors of the regiment. The battles of the Atlanta
campaign in which they participated were Lay's
Ferry, Dallas, Ga.. Kenesaw Mountain, Altoona,
Ga, and the battle of Atlanta on the 22d of July,
after which the battle of Jonesboro, Ga , ended
that campaign. Later the regiment spent some
time in Rome, Ga., and then joined Gen. Sherman

on his famous March to the Sea. At the battle of
Atlanta Mr. Acker was struck by a piece of shell
which stunned and knocked him down. On the
expedition through the Carolinas, he had the honor
of commanding his company and also at the Grand
Review in Washington, the most brilliant military
pageant ever seen in this country, where the scarred
veterans with their tattered banners marched along
the principal thoroughfares of the Capital City,
and wave after wave of bayonet-crested blue
passed before the reviewing stand, on which the

President was seated. No more faithful soldier
was found in the ranks than Mr. Acker, who by
his meritorious conduct had been promoted from
Corporal to Sergeant, then to First Sergeant and
afterwards to First Lieutenant.
\Vhen the war was over Mr. Acker returned to
Illinois, locating in Chicago, where for fourteen
years he engaged in the lumber business. He then
returned to Elgin, and for four years was employed
in the watch factory but was forced to relinquish
his position on account of failing health. He was
engaged in the mail delivery for two years, after
which he came to this county and has since en
gaged in‘general farming in Wauconda Township.
He has served his fellow-townsmen as Commissioner
of Highways in an efﬁcient manner but has never
sought public ofﬁce. He cast hisﬁrst Presidential
vote for Abraham Lincoln and has since been a
stalwart supporter of the Republican party. With
three different Grand Army Posts he has been con
nected as a member, including the Custer Post of

Chicago, and now belongs to Wauconda Post, No.
368, G. A. R., in which he has served as Com
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mander. He is one of the most prominent and
most highly respected citizens of the community,
being held in high regard by all who know him
for his sterling worth. His war record is one of
which he may well be proud and as an honored
veteran. a representative farmer and valued citizen
of the community we present him to our readers.
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cated in Fremont Township, Lake County, where
he took up aclaim of three hundred and sixty acres
ere the land was placed on the market. The fam
ily bore the usual hardships and privations of pio
neer life. Mr. Murray continued farming until his
death, which occurred on August 14, 1882.

His

widow still survives him at the age of eighty-two
years, and makes her home with our subject. She
is still well preserved for one of her years. In

M'W-M

their family were nine children, four sons and ﬁve

7 AMES MURRAY resides in Wauconda, and
l is the owner of a ﬁne farm of two hundred
l and twenty-two acres of rich and arable
@) land in Fremont Township. His farm is
under a high state of cultivation, and is improved
with good buildings and other accessories to the
model farm which indicates a practical and progres~
sive spirit of the owner. Although living in Wau
conda, Mr. Murray overlooks the management of
his farm. and has been very successful in his busi
ness career. He claims Lake County as the place
of his nativity, having ﬁrst opened his eyes to the
light of day on his father’s farm in FremontTown
ship, in 1845. His parents, John and Alice (O'Con
nor) Murray, were both natives of Wexford, Ire
land. Thc former was born in 1802, and with his
parents emigrated from his native land, “the bean
tiful Emerald Isle,” to America, when twentytwo

years of age. The voyage was made in a sailing
vessel. and he landed in New York City. where he
engaged in mercantile pursuits as a salesman in a
large dry-goods establishment which was destroyed
by ﬁre in 1833. He continued to reside in New
York for ten years, during which time, in October,

1832. he married Miss O'Connor, daughter of
James O'Connor. Both of her parents were born
on the Green Isle of Erin, whence they emigrated
to America in 1823, locating in New York City.

Her father was a plasterer by trade. He served in
the Rebellion of 1798, in his native land, ever opv
posing with might and main the British rule of
tyranny. He died at the age of eighty-six years,
and his wife passed away at the age of eighty.
Their remains were interred on New York. John
Murray and his wife accompanied by their three
eldest children, started Westward in 1837, and lo

daughters. namely: Ann, who is living in St. Jo
seph, Mo.: Patrick, a farmer, who died at the age
of ﬁfty-two years; Kate, wife of Edward Grace,
proprietor of a hotel in Chicago; Nicholas, who
was married and followed carpentering, died at the
age of twenty-eight years; Mary Jane is the wife
of Benedict F. Rafter, who is engaged in farming
in Libertyville, Lake County; James, whose name
heads this sketch; Elizabeth, who died at the age
of twelve years; Andrew, who is married and fol
lows farming in Fremont Township; and Emily,
wife of Mark Burn, a merchant of Chicago.
The subject of this record has spent his entire
life in Lake County. He received good educa
tional privileges, his course in the district schools
being supplemented by study in the Wauconda
Academy. He then engaged in teaching school
for two terms, but has spent the greater part of his
life engaged in agricultural pursuits. On attain
ing his majority, he was joined in wedlock with
Miss Mary Rafter, who was born in Maine, in May,
1847, and is a daughter of Daniel and Antoinnette
(Andrews) Rafter. Her father was a native of
\Vexford, Ireland, and her mother was born in the

Pine Tree State. He was a ship carpenter by
trade, but in the latter part of his life engaged in
farming. With his family he removed to Lake
County, Ill., in 1862, where he made his home un

til his death, which occurred at the age of seventy
six years. His wife had passed away some years
previous, dying at the age of sixty-two. In their
family were four children, two sons and two daugh
ters, two of whom are now deceased. Mrs. Murray
was the second in order of birth. By her marriage
she has become the mother of six children, but only
two are now living: Antoinnette, who was born
June 16, 1879, is attending school in Wauconda,
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and gives evidence of considerable musical talent;
Francis, aged eight, was born February ll, 1883.
Mr. Murray, his wife and children, are devout

eight years. He was a practical and successful
farmer, and from the organization of the party has
been a stanch Republican. He married Lydia

members of the Catholic Church, and he is a mem
ber of the Patrons of Industry. His political
views are those held bv the Democracy. He cast
his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Hon. Horatio Sey

Sutherland. a native of New York, and unto them

more, and has since been a warm supporter of the

rest in Fairﬁeld Cemetery.
Amid the scenes of frontier life during the early
history of this county George \V. Hubbard was
reared to manhood. Like thousands of others he
began his education in the little country school
which was completed by a course in the \Vauconda
Academy, whereby he was ﬁtted for the practical
life he has led. In his boyhood and youth he was
surrounded by the love and care of his parents,
with whom he remained until twenty-three years
of age, when he embarked in farming for himself,
making that pursuit his life work. His home has
been in Waueonda, his land lying adjacent to that

party principles.

He has been honored with a

number of public ofﬁces of trust, was School Direc
tor for twelve years, School Treasurer of Wau

eonda Township for ﬁve years, and a member of
the Board of Village Trustees of Wauconda for six
years. These facts show that his fellow-townsmen
place great conﬁdence in his ability and faithful
ness, and his life has borne out their good opinion
for he has been true to every trust reposed in him.
As an early settler of the county, he has been a
witness of almost its entire growth, and not only
has that honor, but is conscious of having borne
no inconsiderable part in the upbuildiug of the
town where he has so long resided.
Mr. Murray being one of the Trustees of the
Catholic Church at Wauconda, was, and has been a

strong supporter of this church society, following
in the footsteps of his father. The second church
erected 'in Lake County was erected on Mr. Mur
ray’s farm in Fremont Township in 1841. The
present church at Waueonda, which is a beautiful
ediﬁce, cost about $3,000.
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were born in this county the children above men
tioned. The death of Mrs. Hubbard occurred in
Wauconda, in 1866, and her remains were laid to

city.
On the 21st of February, 1867, Mr. Hubbard led
to the marriage altar Miss Lena Finch, who was

born in Wauconda TOWnship, November 22, 1846,
and was educated in the Wauconda schools.
Three children graced their union, of whom Lewis
is the eldest; Orton O., is the next younger, and

Minnie, the only daughter, died at the age of eight
months.
Although his life has been a busy and useful
one, Mr. Hubbard has found time to devote to
public interests and has frequently served his fel
low townsmen in positions of honor and trust. He
held the ofﬁce of Town Clerk for two years, was
two years School Director, and for four years has

GEORGE XV. HUBBARD, a representative
citizen

of

Wauconda, has the honor of

being a native of Lake County.

He was

born on the 3d of October, 1844, on the old home

stead which his father entered from the Govern—
ment in 1836.

He is the eldest of three children,

two sons and a daughter; Byron, his only brother,
died at the age of fourteen. and Ida, wife of William
Hutchinson, resides on the old homestead. The
father, Elihu Hubbard, was a native of Vermont,
born February, 11,

1813, and is now living in

Crystal Lake, having reached the age of seventy

ﬁlled the ofﬁce of Village Treasurer, being the
present incumbent. His prompt and faithful dis
charge of duty indicates his trustworthiness. In
religious belief he is a Methodist, both himself and
wife being devoted members of the church in
Wauconda. They have labored earnestly to pro~
mote and upbuild the cause and in the Sunday
school especially have been untiring workers. For
ten years Mr. Hubbard has ﬁlled the position of
Sunday-school Superintendent, while his wife has

been a teacher in the school, and the good they
have thus done will bring forth fruit long after
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they have passed away. Their charity and benev
olence makes them friends to the poor, and their
sympathy is ever extended to those in distress.
They themselves have been blessed with this
world’s goods and are liberal with their means in
aiding others. In politics, Mr. Hubbard has ever
been a Republican. and cast his ﬁrst vote for Abra
ham Lincoln. He and his wife have a pleasant
home situated on Main Street, overlooking Lake
Bangs, which is the abode of hospitality, and where
their many friends delight to gather.

MW?—
“KlBERT HARRISON, who is now living a
retired life in Wauconda, was for many
years a prominent business man of that
place. It is said that the history of a
country is best told in the lives of its people and
in recording the sketches of Lake County’s citizens
we will also perpetuate her history. No one is
more worthy of representation in this volume
than the gentleman whose name heads this sketch;
in fact, the work would be incomplete were it
omitted. He has been an honored and influential
citizen of this community for nearly thirty-ﬁve
years, and has always been closely identiﬁed with
its mercantile and oﬁicial life.
Mr. Harrison was born near Toronto. Canada,
on the 15th of April, 1838, unto Richard and
Hannah Harrison, and is the eldest of a family of

ﬁve children, but has only one sister now living
—-Jane, wife of Wright Carr, an agriculturist 01'
Greenwood, McHenry County, 111. Richard Har
rison. the father. a native of Yorkshire, England,

was born in 1808, and reared to farm life. He
emigrated to America in 1828, locating in Canada,
where he made his home for fourteen years, when.
in 1842, he emigrated Westward and cast his lot
with the early settlers of McHenry County. 111.
He was married in Canada to the above-named
lady. who died in McHenry County in 1850. Mr.
Harrison long survived, dying in 1884, and was
then laid to rest by the side of his wife.
Our subject was only four years of age when
the family removed to Illinois, and amidst the
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wild scenes of pioneer life he was reared to man
hood.

He began his education in a private school,

as at that early day no public schools had been
organized in his district. Later he attended the
common schools during the winter, and in the
spring of 1856 entered the Batavia Institute, which
was afterward converted into an insane asylum,
where Mrs. President Lincoln remained for a short
time. In the fall of 1856 he came to Wauconda
and entered the Wauconda Academy, a school of
no mean pretensions.

As many a poor, yet am

bitious lad has done, he worked his way through
school, and the same energy and perseverance which
characterized his youthful days has been mani
fested throughout his entire career and has been
an important factor in his success. He entered
upon mercantile life as a clerk, working for $7 ‘per
month, but desiring to pursue a commercial course
of study, in November, 1859, entered Bell, Bryant

& Stratton’s Business College, of Chicago, taking
the full course and being graduated from that
celebrated institution on the 21st of March, 1860.
While there a student he became intimately ac
quainted with P. R. Spencer, the originator of the
famous Spencerian system of penmanship so well
known throughout the country to-day. At the
age of eighteen Mr. Harrison began life in earnest
without a dollar in his pocket, but possessed of
industry and an indomitable will to accomplish the
desire of his heart and to make a signal success
of his life. He began by merchandising in 1863,
and from that time continued operations in that
line until 1882, covering a period of nineteen
years of prosperity.

‘

On the 24th of January, 1866. Mr. Harrison
was united in marriage with Miss Martha J. Mc
Clain. a resident of Wauconda and a native of
Mercer County, l’a., born May 23,1842. Unto
them have been born three children, two sons and

a daughter. Frank A., the eldest, resides in Chi
cago, and holds an important position in the gigan
tic wholesale establishment of Marshall Field. He
was graduated from the college at Valparaiso,
Ind., and then accepted a humble position, but has

steadily worked his way upward and is regarded
by those who know him as a wide-awake and suc
cessful young business man. Laura Belle is a student
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of the Wauconda schools and expects to prepare
herself for teaching. She is a student of music
and is quite popular in the social circles of Wau
conda.
larly Lynn, aged thirteen, completes the
family. Their home is a pleasant residence in
VVauconda, where their many friends are cordially
welcomed. for hospitality there abides. By those
who know them they are held in high esteem, and
their friends and acquaintances throughout the
community are many.

In_political sentiment Mr. Harrison has always
strenuously upheld the true principles of Repub—
licanism since the organization of the party and
cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Abraham Lin
coln. He has taken an active part in political af
fairs and has ably ﬁlled the ofﬁces of Supervisor
of Wauconda Township for about nine years,
Town Clerk for many years, has been a member
of the Town Council for twelve years, and at this
writing is the President of the Council. He has
been a Director of the Wauconda graded schools
for six years, and is now Clerk, with Arthur Cook

as President and E. E. Gilbert as Director. He
has done not a little for the cause and by the aid
of the principal introduced the excellent course of
study which was adopted by the Board of Educa
tion. Mr. Harrison is also Notary Public and is
'connected with a number of insurance companies.
Although not connected with any religious denom
ination as a member, he gives liberally to the sup
port of churches, and his wife and daughters are
members of the Methodist Church. He is a pub
lic-spirited and progressive citizen who extends his
aid and sympathy to every measure or enterprise
calculated to upbuild or promote the best interests
of the community.
After having been conﬁned for many years by
business duties, in 1882, his health failing him, M r.
Harrison disposed of his entire stock of merchan
dise, rented his stores to other parties and started
upon an extended trip to the Paciﬁc Slope, travel
ing by the way of the Southern Paciﬁc Railroad
through New Mexico, Arizona and Lower Califor
nia, and up the San Joaquin Valley to Stockton
and Sacramento. The trip was of about eight
months' duration and was replete with many inter
esting incidents and experiences. Mr. Harrison

returned home much strengthened and has since
lived a retired life in Wauconda. He still owns
a number of buildings in the village besides
other real estate, all of which has been acquired

through his own efforts, for he began life without
a dollar and worked his way upward, acquiring a
competence which now enables him to live a re
tired life.

——-$@®z~——-—
'71,\ ENRY W. DORSETT, an honored pioneer

of Lake County of 1844, well deserving
representation in this volume, was born in
‘) Painted Post, Steuben County, N. Y., Au
gust 14. 1811. and was a son of David and Cather
ine Dorsett. The days of his boyhood and youth
were spent in his native town, and there on the 31st
of March, 1831, be was united in marriage with
Miss Martha A. Lent, a daughter of Tobias and
Sally Lent. She was born in Peekskill, N. Y., in
April, 1815. After their marriage they left the
Empire State, removing to Tioga County, Pa.,
whence after some years they started “Westward,
and located in Southport, Wis., now Kenosha. That
was in the autumn of 1843, and a year later they

came- to Waukegan, Lake County, where Mr. Dor
sett continued to make his home until his death,
which occurred March 1. 1867.
In their family were eight children, three sons
and ﬁve daughters, of whom the eldest is Catherine,
wife of George Prouty, of Barrington Center, 111.;

Hannah died at the age of twenty years; Lewis C.

married Miss Harriet A. Sherman, and is the pre
sent County Clerk of Lake County; May is single,
and resides at the old homestead; Truman married
Elizabeth Shoemaker, and makes his home in Wau
kesha, Wis; Ransom, also single, resides on the old
homestead with his mother and sister; Roxie. the

youngest of the family, died in infancy.
In an early day Mr. Dorsett was engaged in mer
chandising in Waukegan, which business he carried
on until appointed to the position of Postmaster in
1855. holding the ofﬁce until 1857. He was elected
Coroner of Lake County in 1846, and in 1848 was
elected Sheriﬂ‘, which position he held for eight

years. In 1860, attracted by the discovery of gold,
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he went to Pike’s Peak, and remained in the min

ing regions for four years. He then returned to
his home, and after a time was again preparing to
go to the mountains, when he was suddenly taken
sick and died within twenty-four hours. In poli
tics Mr. Dorsett was a Democrat and a leader of
his party in this county. He was a man of posi
tive character, self-reliant and earnest in his con

victions; possessing superior intellectual force,
broad and liberal views on subjects of general in
terest and a high-sealed, chivalrous disposition.
He was generous and warm-hearted, and was true
as steel to those who deserved 0r enjoyed his
friendship. llis memory is cherished by his sur
viving comrades of the early days in Lake County,
and by many of a later generation whom he favored
in their youth.

m~~-'.~‘.=EF$~-
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6-71 MBROSE BANGS, who is now a resident of
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where they shipped aboard transports for Nashville.
They arrived at their destination February 8, 1863,
and remained in camp until March 4, when they
were ordered to Franklin, Tenn., and were also at
Triune and Estelle Springs, arriving at Tullahoma
August 13, 1863. There the troops remained,
guarding bridges across the Elk River until just
previous to the battle of Chickamauga, where they
arrived in time to take a very active part in that
hard fought engagement. On the last day of the
battle, September 20, 1863, Mr. Bangs, with hun
dreds of others, was taken prisoner, sent to Rich
mond, Va., and conﬁned in the Pemberton build

ing from October 1 until November 15, when with
many of his comrades he was sent to Danville, \'a.,
where he was held until May 10 and then sent to
the prison in Andersonville. There they remained
until November 8, when they were taken to
Georgia. Ten days later Mr. Bangs was exchanged
and sent to Annapolis, Md., where he was granted
afurlough. He remained at home until March 24,
1865, and then rejoined the regiment at Shields'

(I)!

Odebolt, Iowa, is the younger son of Jus

Mills, East Tenn., remaining from that time at the

"!

tus Bangs, the honored and well known pi

front until the close of the war, when he was mus

oneer of \Vauconda, whose sketch is Igiven

tered out at Nashville, June 9, 1865. With many
of his comrades he then went to Chicago, where he
was paid oﬁ’ on the 26th of June and then returned
home.
'
Mr. Bangs, as before stated, is now living in
Iowa, where he is engaged in general farming and
also in the grain and live stock business. He is a
worthy representative of the honored family to
which he belongs.

on another page of this work. He is well known to
many of Lake County 's citizens. He was born in
Stamford, Bennington County, VL, on the 18th of
November, 1881, and with his parents came to Illi
nois. He was reared to manhood upon his father’s
farm, spending his boyhood days in the usual man
ner of farmer lads and throughout his life has fol
lowed agricultural pursuits. At the age of twenty
two he left home and on the 4th of November,

1853, was united in marriage with Miss Eliza Hill,
a native of New York. Unto them have been born
three children, two now living. namely: Elvie and
Fred.
' On the 9th of August, 1862, Mr. Bangs entered
the service of his country and was assigned to
Company B, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry. The
regiment was organized at Rockford, lll., and there
remained until October 8, when it broke camp and
preeeeded to Cincinnati, Ohio, where it arrived the

following day. On the 28th of November they
reached Danville, Ky.. where they remained until
January

26,

1863,

going thence to Louisville,

f

AWRENCE FORVOR is the owner of an

]@ excellent farm situated on section 35, Avon

i_: Township, which is improved with a com
modious residence, large barns and all other out
buildings that arc found upon a model farm. Ills
landed possessions aggregate four hundred acres
and have been attained through his own efforts.
As he is well known in this community, the sketch
of Mr. Forvor will be of interest to many of our
readers. lie was born in Tompkins County, N. Y.,
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October 12, 1811, and is descended from an early

this county, whither he came in 1837, and cast his

New England family.

lot with its honored pioneers. He entered one
hundred and sixty acres of land from the Govern
ment and began the improvement of a farm, but
non having the necessary funds to continue his la
bor, he worked by the month a part of the time
that he might carry on the development of his
land. He bore all the hardships and privations of
frontier life and has been an eye-witness of almost
the entire growth and improvement of Lake

His father, William Forvor,

was a native of New Jersey, and when a youth
emigrated with his parents to the Empire State,
where he was reared to manhood on a farm. His
father was a Revolutionary hero, having served in
the War for Independence for nearly seVen years.
- William Forvor purchased a farm when a young
man and secured as a helpmate on life’s journey Miss
Eliza Taylor. The record of the other members
of the family is as follows: George became an Ohio
farmer and died in that State many years ago;
Samuel engaged in farming in New York until af
ter the death of his wife, when he went to make his
home with a son in La Crosse, Wis., where he died
at the age of sixty-six years; Joseph was also a
farmer and settled in the Buckeye State in 1824,
there residing until his death in 1835; Betsy he
eame the wife of Ephraim Belden,a mason by trade,
who after his marriage settled in Ohio, and in 1813
removed to Lake County, Ill., where he purchased
a farm, but spent most of his time manufacturing
brick in W'aukegan. He died in 1868, leaving a

County.

In the month of May, 1840, he led to the

marriage altar Miss Maria Lease, who with her pa
rents had come to this county in 1836, settling in
Warren Township. She was the third in a family
of ﬁve children, the eldest of whom, Chauncey A.,
was married in this county, removed to Bremer

County, Iowa, and then to Boone County, Mo.,
where he is still engaged in farming; Sarah became
the wife of William Lovejoy, a farmer of Avon
Township, who died in 1860. after which she went
to Bremer County, Iowa, where she died in 1865,

leaving ﬁve children to mourn her loss; Rhoda A.
married George Yager, a brick manufacturer resid

wife and four children; Dellon became the wife of

ing near Oshkosh, Wis., by whom he has four chil

Alvin Brooks, an agriculturist of New York and

dren. all yet living except one; George M.. the
youngest of the Lease family, married Janet
Spaulding, since deceased, and removed from Illi
nois to Iowa, later going to Missouri. He then
went to California in the spring of 1891, previous
to which he married a Kenosha lady. He has a
bright family of ﬁve children.
Mr. and Mrs. Forvor began their domestic life
upon the farm of one hundred and sixty acres
which he had entered soon after his arrival in the
county. Entering into his work with all the energy
of his nature, and encouraged and aided by his ex

died while young.
sister.

Mrs. Eliza Forvor had but one

She became the wife of John Tullis, a far

’mer, and settled in Ohio, where they both died.
The family of William and Eliza Forvor num
bered eight children: Eliza, who became the wife
of Joseph Walters, a farmer of Minnesota, and died
leaving three children; Dellon, who married Wil

liam Cadwell, a carpenter and joiner of Indiana,
and died in 1886, leaving a family of four children;

George, who died at the age of seventeen years;
William, an Ohio farmer, who died in 1860, leaving
a family of three children; Nehemiah, who is now
living in South Dakota, was married, but was left

a widower in 1865, after which he removed from
Ohio to Fillmore County, Minn., and thence to his
present place of residence; John T., who with his
wife and child lives upon a farm-in Nebraska, and
Jane, widow of John Kelso.

Her husband was a

sailor and her family numbers four children.
The early life of our subject passed uneventfully,
unmarked by anything of special importance. The
greater part of his mature life has been spent in

cellent wife, he has met with success in his under

takings and is now the owner of about four hun
dred acres of choice land, the greater part of which
is situated in Avon Township. As before inti
mated, nothing is lacking in the way of improve
ments, the ﬁelds are well tilled and the stock
which he raises is of good grades. His home is
still characterized by the old time hospitality
which has made the pioneer cabins famous. By
all who kn0w them Mr. and Mrs. Forvor are held
in the highest esteem and are well worthy the re

ts
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spect accorded them. Theirs have been useful
lives and the competence acquired by years of toil
now enables them to be surrounded by many com
forts. In politics Mr. Forvor Was ﬁrsta Democrat,
but since the organization of the Republican party
he has supported its principles at the ballot box.
Unto this worthy couple were born seven chil~
dren, but ﬁve died in infancy. The others, Albert
G.and Emma, grew to mature years. The former.
born January 25, 1841, was reared to manhood
under the parental roof and married Merub Bar
ron. He engaged in farming, but abandoned that
pursuit to embark in mercantile business. which he
followed in Hainesville until his death, which oc
curred December 10, 1885. He was a member of

Rising Sun Lodge. No. 115, A. F. (it A. M., at that
place. He left a widow and three children to
mourn his loss. Mrs. Forvor is still carrying on
the store. which was owned by her husband. _ Em
ma, the only surviving child. is now the wife of
John Wicks, who is at present operating the old
Forvor homestead. The parents reside with them
and the place is brightened by the presence of
two children, Lawrence J., who was born January
25,1880, and Mabel M., who was born June 16,

1882.
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June 2|, 1878. His widow is still living and re
sides with our subject. Levi St'iﬂ'ord always took
an active part in public and political affairs, was
one of the representative men of the community
and served as the ﬁrst collector of his township,
also ﬁlled the ofﬁce of constable. In religious be
lief he was a Methodist. Mrs. Stafford was ﬁrst
married February 18, 1829, to Nathaniel Hickok.

in N. Y.

Her husband was a native of Vermont

and died of cholera in Detroit, Mich., in October,

1832.

By that union three children were born:

Louisa A., born March 19, 1830. became the wife
of J. N. Albord and died in Trenton. 111., Decem
ber 25, 1859; James Henry, born August 19, 1831,
is married and resides in Poughkeepsie, N. Y.;
Nathaniel, who was born June 2, 1833, in New

York, and came to this county with his mother in
1840, died in Benton February 27, 1885.

The subject of this sketch has known no other
home than Lake County. Within its borders the
days of his boyhood and youth were passed and it
has witnessed his efforts in mature life. He ac
quired a common school education in Warren
Township and attended one term in Vermont.
When he had attained to mature years he led to the
marriage altar in Libertyville, on the 18th of De
cember, 1867, Miss Mary A. McClure, who was
born in Warren Township, and is a daughter of
Thomas and Clarinda (Hawthorne) McClure, the

KQ H. STAFFORD, who is engaged in farming
G on section 9, Warren Township, has the
K kl honor of being a native born citizen of Lake
County. He was born October 28. 1815, and is
the only child of Levi and Sarah (Alvord) Stafford.
His father was born in New Hampshire, January
4, 1796, spent his early life in his native State and
married Mrs. Sarah Hickok, a daughter of Wolcut

Alvord, who was born in Franklin County, N. Y..
November 9, 1811. The year 1836 witnessed
their arrival in Illinois. In the spring they be
came residents of Chicago and in the following
autumn, in company with G. T. Haines, Mr. Staf
ford made his way to Lake County, where he eu
tered a large tract of land and commenced improv
ing it. The farm which he developed from the
unbroken prairie continued to be his home until
his death, which occurred in Warren Township,

former a native of County Down, Ireland, and the
latter of Pennsylvania.

Her father came to this

county about 1840. was here married and settled in
Warren Township, where he entered land from the
Government and cleared and developed a farm.
He was a prominent and inﬂuential citizen during
the early history of the county and was one 01' the
ﬁrst postmasters in this vicinity, holding that office
in 1847 or 1848. In politics he gave his support
to the Whig party. His death occurred May 13,
1852, and the county thus lost one of its represen
tative men. His wife survived him about three
years. Five children graced the union of Mr. and
Mrs. Stafford, four of whom are still living: Lo
retta \’., Celia L., Mary 0. and Charles L.

The

children are all attending school in Waukegan and
by the acquisition of a good education will ﬁt
themselves for the practical duties of life.
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Mr. Stafford and his wife have since their mar
riage resided upon the farm which is yet their
home. Their postoflice is Waukegan. He has
held a number of ofﬁces of public trust and at the
ballot box supports the Republican party. So
cially he is a Mason, belonging to Antioch Lodge.
No. 127, A. F. & A. M., of Millburn. of which he
has been Worshipful Master. As the years have
passed Mr. Stafford has witnessed the development
of the county and its wonderful growth and pro
gress, has seen its wild prairies transformed into
fertile farms, its cabin homes replaced by substan
tial

residences, while

towns and villages have

sprung up and Waukegan has become a city of no
little importance. He takes a commendable pride
in the rapid advancement of his native county and
among its best citizens his name is en rolled.

twenty-four years of age. In the old country he
had followed gardening, and still has in his posses
sion the diploma which he received as a skilled
gardener. He spent the six succeeding years after
his arrival in Virginia, being the greater part of
the time at Richmond. where he followed the occu
pation previously mentioned. and by the agricul
tural society of that State. he was presented witha
silver cup valued at $10. The year 1844 witnessed
his arrival in Lake County, and in October of that
year he purchased land from the Government upon
which were no improvements save a small log cabin.
He at once began clearing the land, and now has
an excellent farm of two hundred acres well im
proved, and under a high state of cultivation.
On the 1st of May, 1845, Mr. Heydeckcr was

united in marriage with Miss Mary Anna Town
send. a native of Penn Yan. N. Y. She died Jan
uary 24, 1884, leaving seven children: Christian 'I‘.,

now States Attorney of Waukegan: Charles W.,
who is now engaged in farming in “'est Newport;
Mary M.. wife of Wyrhaiu Short, of Kansas; Ed
HARLES F. HEYDECKER, one of the early

ward J. R., who is living in Greenwood County,

@ settlers of the county who is now engaged
in farming on section 28, Newport Town

Kan.; Clara I’armelia, wife of Lemuel Short, of
Kansas; Emma A.. at home; and Cyrcnus. who

ship. is a native of Bavaria, having been born in

aids his father in the cultivation of the home farm.
The children were all born in this county. and were

Kempton City. July 27, 1814. He is a son of
Joachim H. Heydecker, a Kempton merchant who
followed that business throughout his entire life,

and lived and died in that city. He was born Feb
ruary 2, 1775, and was educated in the public
schools. He was twice married, his second union,
celebrated in 1811, being with Miss Euphorsina

Abrell. by whom he had thirteen children, six of
whom came to America, seven of the family are
now living. The mother was born October 28,
1786, and died March 20, 1847. Mr. Heydecker
departed this life on the 26th of November, 1839.
The children now living are: Christian, a New
York merchant; Charles F.,of this sketch; Regina,
who is living in Germany; Ernest, of New York;
Magdalene. Augusta M. and Matilda are living in
Germany. The father served as Magistrate and
Treasurer of the Alms House, and was a Lutheran

in religious belief.
The subject of this sketch spent his early life in
his native land, coming to America in 1838, when

provided with good educational advantages, such

as would ﬁt them for the practical duties of this
life.
In connection with his other business interests.

Mr. Hcydecker engaged as a dealer in agricultural
implements from 1872 until 1876 in Wadsworth.
He has never sought public ofﬁce, yet takes great
interest in political affairs, and in the success of his
party. In early days he was a stanch Whig, and
was one of the ﬁrst to join the new Republican
party, of which he has since been a stalwart advo
cate. With one except-ion he has never failed to
vote at a Presidential election. During the time
of the war he was an active member of the Union
League, and a stanch friend of the administration.

He has often attended the conventions of his party,
where his opinions carry weight with them, and
where he is regarded as an inﬂuential adherent of
Republicanism. He is a Lutheran in religious be
lief, and liberal in the support of the churches and
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schools.

His son who operates the farm, is a lead

ing young agriculturist of enterprising spirit, a
member of the Masonic order. Mr. Heydecker has
spent forty-seven years of his life in Lake County,
and has been an eye-witness of its growth and pros
perity, almost from the days of its infancy, when

the Indians had not yet left their hunting grounds
on the shores of Lake Michigan, and the deer still
roamed over the prairie. He bore the usual hard
ships and experiences of frontier life, and identiﬁed
himself with the best interests of the county, thus
winning the esteem of all. He pOssesses a rugged
constitution, and is enjoying excellent health for
one of his years.

»»W
worm GOLDING, of the ﬁrm of Golding
Bros.,gencral merchants. is one of the lead
ing business men of Wauconda. He is al
@
ways wide-awake t0 the interests of his
store and of the town as well, and though he has a
large and constantly increasing trade, he yet ﬁnds
time to devote to public interests, which makes

him a valued member of both the business and s0
clal circles of the town. He has the honor of being
a native-born citizen of Lake County and a repre
sentative of one of its early families. His parents
were James and Sarah B. (Bonner) Golding. His
father was a native of England and by occupation
was a farmer. In their family were ﬁve children,
four sons and a daughter, of whom Mary J. is the
eldest. She is the wife of Henry F. Hughes, a
merchant of Wauconda. William, who was en

275

to here mention that he is an expert mechanic in
wool. ()n the 28th of February. 1883, in com
pany with his brother, Henry, he purchased the
stoek of general merchandise of C. L. Pratt, and
under the ﬁrm name of Golding Bros, they have
carried on business continually since. They now
have large and commodious quarters in the brick
building on the corner of Main and Mill Street, to
which they removed August 23, 1888.
Mr. Golding was married on the 19th of Decem
ber, 1881, to Miss Hettie A. McClain.

Four chil

dren grace their union, two sons and two daughters:
Vivian Irene, born October 18, 1882; Chester
A., November 14, 1885; Marvin Earl, May 16,
1888; and Mae Estella. December 30, 1889. ,Mrs.
Golding was born in Lake County, May 10, 1860,
and is a daughter of David McClain,a native of
Pennsylvania. He is a mechanic by trade and
with his wife, who was born in the Empire State,
is now living in Wauconda.
Mr. and Mrs. Golding are numbered among the
representative citizens of \Vaueonda and are highly
esteemed for their sterling worth and integrity.
They are respectors of all religious teachings which
tend to elevate humanity and have given of their
means to charities and other benevolent objects.
In politics Mr. Golding is a stalwart Republican
and cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for R. B. Hayes.
He is well versed concerning the political history
of this country and is well informed concerning all
current topics of general interest. He has served
as Town Clerk, also Clerk of the village and is a
Master Mason, belonging to the Lodge of Wau
conda.
Mr. Golding, in 1887. compounded a double ex

gaged in farming, is deceased. Henry is represented

tract of vanilla, which, by its excellence, at once

elsewhere in this work; John is the fourth in order
of birth; Edward A. is a merchant and the Post

took rank with such as Dr. Price’s and others. He
also made a shoe polish which will favorably com
pare with the best on the market. The right of
manufacturing these articles he sold to N. B. Duers
& C0. Mr. Golding is an energetic and enterpris
ing young business man, sagacious and far-sighted,
and by his own exertions has arisen to the rank
w'hich he to day occupies. The ﬁrm of Golding
Bros. has now been in operation for eight years
having entered the avenues of general merchandis
ing in 1883. They began business on a compara

master of Wauconda.
The early years of our subject were spent in the
usual routine of farm life, but wishing to engage
in commercial pursuits, at the age of nineteen he
went to Wauconda, where be secured a position as
salesman. Engaging in the furniture business, he
also served as Deputy Postmaster, a position which
be occupied for seven years. He continued in the
furniture business for ﬁve years and it may be well
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tively small scale, but were soon forced to enlarge
their stock to meet their constantly growing de
mands, and have now about the largest and the
most complete stock in Waucouda. They carry a
full line of dry goods, boots and shoes, hats and
caps,gents‘ furnishing goods, fancy and staple gro
ceries, shelf hardware, queensware and lamps. Al
ways striving to please their customers, they have
by their aiTable and accommodating manners, won
many friends among their patrons and are enjoy
ing a well-deserved success. Every year since the
inception of the business they have added to their
stock and are reaping the rewards of a justly mer
ited trade.
__.w.__'.

\3 DGAR M. KNOX. The record of the old
E settlers of Lake County would be incom
j plete without appropriate mention of the
worthy gentleman, now deceased, whose name
heads this sketch. He was born in the town of
IIillsdale, Columbia County, N. Y., on the 21st of

November. 1825. His parents, William and Bethia
(Bullock) Knox. were also natives of the Em
pire State and were descended from old English
families. Our subject was reared on a farm and
received an academic education. 011 attaining
to manhood he engaged in mercantile business
in his native town and was there married on the
17th of November, 1852, to Miss Jane P. Forrow,

a daughter of Walter and Laura (Adams) Forrow.
She was also born in Hillsdale, N. Y., December 17,
1829.

The year following their marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Knox came West and settled on a farm in the town
of Warren, Lake County, near the city of Wanke
gan, adjoining a farm owned by his father and
brother James who had preceded him to Lake
County. At an early day be identiﬁed himself
with the educational interests of his town and for
a time was engaged in teaching school. However,
he soon devoted his attention more exclusively to
the improvement of his farm and became one or
the leading agriculturalists of the community.
Four children, two sons and two daughters were

born to Mr. and Mrs. Knox—WilliamNewton, the

eldest, is a prominent grocer of Waukegan and is
represented elsewhere in this volume; Emma A.,
who was born February 9, 1856, resides at home
with her mother; Lavern L., born November 9,

1862. married Amelia Maxson. daughter of Dr. 0.
T. Maxson then of Waukegan, and engaged in mer
cantile business until ‘his death, which occurred No
vember 28, 1890. He left a wife and two children
to mourn his loss, namely: Orrin, born April
6, 1884. and Helen M., born April 8,1890. Lottie,
the youngest -of the family, was born August 6,
1866,and is a teacher of recognized ability employed
in the Waukegan city schools. The mother and
daughters are members 01’ the Christian Church.
Mr. Knox united with the Baptist Church at
the early age of twelve years and continued his re
lations with that denomination uninterruptedly
until his death, which occurred very suddenly on
the 18th of October, 1885.

He was an ardent Re

publican and had identiﬁed himself with that party
on its organization. He was called to serve in
various ofﬁcial capacities, the duties of which be
discharged with ability and ﬁdelity. He was chosen
Town Treasurer. was rc-elected several times and
during his term of service in that ofﬁce handled
many thousand dollars of school money and other
funds without a ﬂaw occurring in his accounts. He
also held the ofﬁce of T0wn Clerk for ﬁfteen years,
resigning both ofﬁces when he moved to Waukegan
in the fall of 1869. His popularity among his
fellow citizens is attested by his long continuance
in office almost without opposition.
On removing to Waukegan Mr. Knox purchased
a ﬁne residence on West Street,where with his family
he made his home until his death. The two objects
that induced him to remove to the city were to
relieve his wife, whose health had become impaired
from the arduous duties of farm life, and secondly,
to afford his children the better advantages of city
schools. Mrs. Knox, who had always proved a
worthy helpmate to her husband, had

become

afﬂicted with that dread disease, inflammatory rheu

matism. As time advanced she became a conﬁrmed
invalid and for years before her husband’s death
had not been able to walk and in many ways could
not help herself. Mr. Knox proved himself a
most sympathetic and attentive nurse to his afﬂicted
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craze, but her character was so far above reproach
companion and did all in his power to relieve her
that she was liberated and lived till the year 1700.
distress. He had been in poor health only one
This estimable pair is ﬁve generations removed
week prior to his death and his condition was not
such as to alarm his family, but after doing his
from Samuel 1. Bradbury. The grandson of'l‘homas.
usual work he fell dead in the barn on Sunday
who also bore that name, emigrated to Maine and
morning while preparing to hitch upa horse for
for many years was keeper of the old Block House
his daughter. His sudden death was a sad blow to
On the Saco River. He was a perfect specimen of
his family and friends who had no warning of his ' the hardy pioneer.
immediate taking off. He was laid to rest in Oak
The father of our subject was born near Port
land, Me., July '26, 1793, and in early manhood
woods Cemetery, the funeral ceremony being eon
removed to Albany. N. Y. For thirty years he
dueted by the Rev. J. M.Str0ng in the presence of
a large concourse of old neighbors and friends from
served as United States Recruiting Sergeant. He
the towns of Warren and Waukegan. Mr. Knox
was married February 14, 1828, to Frances M.
was an upright, honorable, Christian man. His
Rochead.
life had been a busy and useful one and it can
Samuel was born in Albany, N. Y., November
be truthfully said of him that he performed every
8, 1828. Upon his fourteenth birthday, he was
duty of life with promptness and conscientious
apprenticed to the printer’s trade in that city. On
fidelity. Mrs. Knox survives her husband and is
the completion of his term of service, wishing to
still a resident of Waukegan. She is also a con
see something of the world, he engaged as a hand
sisient Christian and is highly esteemed for her
aboard a vessel on the Hudson River. The death
many excellencies of character.
of his father in 1647 left his mother and the younger
members of the family to his charge. In the au
tumn of that year they came West, arriving at Lit

———*H—E$$%+e~———— tle Fort on the 26th of November, and on the 23rd
of December, the mother departed this life.

AMUEL I. BRADBU RY, deceased. Among
the early settlers who wielded a great and
beneﬁcial inﬂuence in this community was
the well-known journalist whose name
heads this sketch. He sprang from an old English
family that dates its arrival in the United States as
early as 1634. The American progenitor was Thomas
Bradbury, who was born in Wichen Bonant, Eng
land, in 1610, and when twenty-four years of age
was commissioned Land Agent for Sir Fernando
Gorges.

He settled in Salisbury. Mass, and be

came an inﬂuential citizen of that community. He
was made a Freeman in 1640, and was the ﬁrst to
be appointed “Clerk of Writs.” In 1648 he was
made ensign of the train band, and three years
later was chosen Deputy to the General Court
which position he held many years. From 1665
to 1669, inclusive, he served as Associate Judge

of Norfolk, and in 1695 his death occurred.

His

wife, whose maiden name was Mary Perkins, a

Massachusetts lady, was tried with twenty-one
others and condemned as a witch during the great

Thus

the children were left orphans. Mr. Bradbury
again worked on vessels on the Lakes for some time
and then once more turned his attention to his
trade, securing a position in the ofﬁce of the Dem
ocrat in Chicago, which he held until about 1855,
when he returned to Waukegan and was associated
in the publication of the Chronicle and Advocate

with E. S. Ingalls. The name of the paper was
afterward changed to the Independent Democrat
and its publication was suspended in 1857. Three
years later Mr. Bradbury started the Lake County
Democrat. which had a brief career of about a year.
He then became associate editor on the Waukegan
Gazette, and in 1866 established the Lake County
Patriot, at the head of which he stood, four years
excepted, until his death. Through his untiring
efforts the Patriot was brought to the front rank

among the county papers, which position it still
holds under the management of his son, Samuel H.
About 1878, Mr. Bradbury established in Chi
cago a job ofﬁce, making the printing of briefs and
abstracts and law periodicals a specialty, which is
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still under the same management as the Patriot.
He was one of the founders of the Illinois Press
Association, of which he continued an active mem
ber till his death. He served several terms as Al
derman and one term as Mayor of Waukegan. He
was also Supervisor of W'aukegan Township and a
member of the County Board of Supervisors. In
every ofﬁcial capacity his aim was to serve the best
interests of the people. Though his early educa
tional advantages were meager, he possessrid much
natural intelligence and by extensive reading and
close observation became well informed.
Mr. Bradbury was joined in wedlock November
26,1851, with Mary A., daughter of Luther and
Charlotte Spaulding. He died October 22. 1885,
leaving the world better for his having lived.
Three children were left to mourn his death—Fran
ces M.. wife of A. O. Ferguson of Waukegan; De
Witt 11., who was born in \Vaukegan, January 10,
1854, married Lilla True, and died January 13,
1888, leaving three children; Samuel II.. who was
born May 3, 1858, in \Vaukegan, married Minnie

A. Davis of Springﬁeld, lll., December 14, 1889,
and has one son—Leonard, born December 1, 1890.

For several years prior to the father’s death the
boys were associated with him in business. Since
the death of his brother, Samuel H. has had entire
management of the paper and printing interests.
Socially, he is an Odd Fellow, a member of the
Royal Arcanum, of the Independent Order of For
esters, of the Modern Woodmen of America and
was Second Lieutenant of Company A, Third Reg
iment. Illinois National Guards.

The son, like his

father, is a Democrat in politics, though not par
tisan.
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of Self-culture in the law ollice of the Ilon. E. P.
Ferry of Waukegan, and latter under the precep
torship of the "on. E. M. llaines of the same place.
He was admitted to the bar by the Supreme Court
of Illinois in 1870, and engaged in practice at
Waukcgan.

Mr. lIeydecker was born in the town of New
port, then Mill Creek precinct, on the 4th of Sep
tember, 1846, and is a son of Charles F. and Mary

A. (Townsend) lIeydeckcr. a sketch of whom is
given on another page of this work. An account
of the boyhood days of our subject we have given.
In 1871, he became engrossing clerk of the Lower
House of the Illinois Legislature, and in 1875 and
188:") was Speaker’s clerk. He has been public ad
ministrator of Lake County from 1872 up to the
present time, 1891, and was elected States Attor
ney on the 15th of July, 1890, running as an inde
pendent. Thc canvass continued only one week
but was one of the liveliest campaigns known in
the history of the county. He has also served as a
member of the Waukegan City Council, where, as
in the other olilces, he displayed a commendable
trustworthiness and ﬁdelity to duty. In politics
he has always been a Republican on State and Na
tional issues but locally is independent.
Mr. Heydecker was married in Waukegan, in
May, 1872, to Miss Lourina Townsend, a daughter
of David Cole Townsend. The lady enjoyed but
a short period of wedded life and died in Novem

ber, 1873. In April, 1875, Mr. Heydecker was
.married to his present wile, whose maiden name
was Miss Carrie A. Gourlcy. Mrs. lleydecker was
born in Springﬁeld, lll., and is the daughter of
James Gourley, late deputy United States Marsha
of Springﬁeld. lly their union have been born three
children, one son and two daughters:

Coral T.,

manhood were passed at hard labor on the farm and

now eleven years of age; Bessie I., aged ﬁve, and
Alice E., aged three years. The wife is a member
of the Baptist Church.
Mr. lIeydecker is a Knight Templar Mason, be
longing to Antioch Lodge, No. 127. of Millburn;

whose early educational advantages consisted in a
few winter terms of attendance at the log school
house. The subject of this sketch enjoyed the ex
perience above described, and at the age of twen‘
ly-one entered upon the study of law and a course

gan Commandery. No. 12, K. T., and has held
principal offices in all those organizations. He is
a member of Court Wadsworth. No. 138, I. O. O.
F., of which order he has been II. V. C. R., and a

T. HEYDECKER, of Waukegan. The bar
@ of the \Vest boasts among its brightest and
ablest members many whose youth and early

Waukcgan Chapter, N0. 41. R. A. M., and Wauke
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member of its Board of Directors.

He is also a

member of Waukegan Council, No. 1086, Royal

Arcanum of which he has passed the chairs and
was elected Past Regent and representative. .'l‘he
Modern Woodmen of America claim him as an in
ﬂuential member, he belonging to Camp Lake, No.
I74, of Waukegan, of which he has been Consul,

and is at present a member of the Board of Direc—
tors of the Head Camp. He was the originator of
the System of Board of Directors of the Head Camp
of the Modern \Voodmen of America of which he
is a prominent member. We next ﬁnd Mr. Hey
decker wearing the war paint and wampum belt of
a Prophet of Waukegan 'l‘ribe, N0. 97, I. O. O. R.
He became a charter member of Waukegan Lodge
No. 973, I. O. O. F., on its organization, and has
' since been identiﬁed with it. He has been present
at every term of the Illinois Legislature except
four since 1869, and has taken an active interest in
the proceedings of that body. Leaving the farm
when twenty-one years of age Mr. Heydccker be
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on Government land which he purchased when it
came into market. He married Miss Margaret J.
Haggerty. who was born in Clarion County, I’a.,
in 1824, and they became the parents of six chil
dren, three sons and three daughters. and of this
number three are yet living, namely: Mrs. M. C.
Baker, a resident of Springﬁeld, Mo., her husband
being a railroad attorney at that place; J. Fletcher,
who wedded Miss Martha Moore and is engaged
in farming in Ela Township; and Edward R., of
this sketch.
In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject
spent the days of his boyhood and youth, and at
the age of twenty-one began life for himself. He
had some means with which to purchase land in
Ela Township and devoted his energies to~farm
ing, continuing that occupation with excellent suc
cess until 1884, when be abandoned that pursuit

and removed to Barrington, Ill., where he has
since made his home. Ile is now connected with
the bank at that place, holding the ofﬁce of Presi

gan at the bottom of the ladder, without funds or

dent, and under his able administration the tank

inﬂuential friends, determined to make his, way to

is kept in a ﬂourishing condition. His life has
busy and useful one, yet to public interests he has
devoted considerable time.
During the late war Mr. Clark enlisted in Com
pany F. One Hundred and 'I‘hirty-fourth Illinois
Infantry, for three months‘ service, and at the
expiration of that period joined the Ninth Illinois
Cavalry, with which he served until the close of
the war, or about two years. He was mustered out
in December, 1866. In olﬁcial capacities also Mr.
Clark has frequently served his fellow-townsmen.
He has been honored with every ofﬁce in the
township and is the present Supervisor of Bar»
rington T0wnship, a position which he has held
for the past five years. He is also President of
the Board of Education in the village and the
schools ﬁnd in him a warm friend. True to every
duty and faithful to every trust reposed in him,
he is a valued citizen. and his prompt discharge
of every task connected with his ofﬁces has won
him the conﬁdence and well-wishes of even those
opposed to him politically. He is a warm advo
cate of Republican principles, and socially is a
Knight 'I‘emplar Mason, belonging to Lounsbury

an honorable position at the bar of his native

county. Indomitable energy, self-reliance and
pluck have achieved for him the coveted prize.
For sixteen years he has occupied his present ofﬁces
and has won a foremost place in the ranks of the
Lake County bar.

& >___
’52
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EDWARD R. CLARK, who now resides in
l
Harrington, Cook County, was for many
L
years one of the prominent citizens of
Lake County, and it is with pleasure that

we

present his sketch to the readers of this ALBUM,

many of whom are numbered among his friends.
He was born in Ela Township, Lake County, No

vember 21, 1846, and is a son of John Clark, a
native of County Monaghan, Ireland. horn in
1815. He was reared to manhood upon a farm,
and at the age of seventeen crossed the broad
ocean to America. For some time he was em
ployed as a contractor on the Illinois and Michi
gan Canal, and in 1837 settled -in Ela Township

Lodge, No. 851, A. F. dz A. M., of Barrington, of
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which he is Master; Bethel Commandery, N0. 36,

K. T.; and Loyal El Menu, No. 96. He is Com
mander of Barrington Post, No. 275, G. A. R.
In 1869 Mr. Clark was married to Miss Corde
lia, daughter of John and Charlotte Robertson,

natives of New Hampshire and Vermont respec
tively. By their marriage have been born three
daughters, and the family circle yet remains un
broken. They are as follows: Luella N., born in
1870; Stella E., in 1873; and Belle R., in 1876.
The family is well and favorably known through
out the community, and its members are deserving
of the high esteem in which they are held.

Y

ENNER W. \VARD, of Waukegan, is num
bered among the early settlers of Lake

County, his residence dating from 1849,
when he traveled \Vestward from New York, and

cast his lot with the pioneers of Northeastern Illi
nois. He is a native of the Empire State, having
been born in Chautauqua County, on the 22d of
July, 1822. His parents, Fenner and Betsy (Bears)
Ward, were. also born in New York, where the
father followed the occupation of carpentering and
building. In politics he was a supporter of the
Whig party and both he and his wife liVed to see
about ﬁfty years of life. In their family were
eight children but only two are now living—Ace
nath, who is the widow of Elias Patterson and re

sides in Erie County. Pa., now aged eighty-four
years and our subject, the youngest.
Fenner W. ward was reared to manhood on his
father's farm and received a limited education in
the old subscription schools. While a youth he
also learned the carpenter’s and joiner’s trade,
which he has followed to a limited extent. In his
native county he was united in marriage with Miss
Sarah Fellows, who was born in Saratoga County,
N. Y., and they became the parents of two chil
dren—Helen E., wife of George W. Diver, a mer
chant of Waukegan; and Charles F., who is em

ployed as a commission salesman by a Chicago
house.
At .length Mr. Ward determined to try his for

tune in the West and as before stated came to Lake
County in 1849, locating in Waukegan, where for
a time he worked at his trade. From 1860 until
1882, his chief business was farming, though he

made his home in the city. When Waukegan was
a village he served as Trustee and was also Ward
Supervisor. In politics he was a supporter of the
Whig party, casting his ﬁrst vote for Clay and con
tinued to afﬁliate with that organization until the
Republican party was formed.
_
In August, 1865, Mr. Ward was called upon to
mourn the death of his wife and on the l9th of
May, 1868, he was again married, his second union
being with Sarah M. Irish, a native of the Empire
State. Unto them have been born ﬁve children:
Lulu E., who died at the age of twelve years;
Franklin N., who died at the age of two years;
Georgie A., and Genevieve. The twin of Georgie
died in infancy. Mr. W'ard has gained all his pos
sessions through his own efforts, working his way
upward from an humble position to one of aﬁiu
He has now been a resident of Waukegan
enee.
some forty-two years and is well known to its citi
zens as a man of sterling qualities.

“gym

;“ -

\N vb . .

ANIEL OAKS, of Wauconda, is numbered

) among the pioneers of Lake County of
184], though he visited Illinois the previous
year on a prospecting trip. In the half century which
has since passed away he has been prominently
identified with the history of the community, its

growth and upbnilding, and as one of the foun
ders of the county we present his sketch to the
readers of the ALBUM.
On the 20th of April, 1816, in Stamford. Vt.,

Mr. Oaks was born, being the eighth child in a
family of ten, whose parents were Daniel and Hep
zebeth (Batchelder) Oaks. His father. a native of
Massachusetts, was born in 1776, the year in which
the Declaration of Independence was signed. He
lived to be seventy years of age and throughout

his life he followed farming. His political views
were those held by the \Vhig party. His wife, a
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native of Massachusetts, died at the age of seventy
ﬁve years. For a more extended mention of this
worthy couple see the sketch of Mrs. Mary Cook
on another page of this work.

Asa, the eldest. of

their children, was married and followed farming,

but died some years ago; Luke, who was also mar
ried and an agriculturist, died at the age of sev
enty years: Merrick is married and makes his home
in Stamford, Vt., although now eighty-seven years
of age; Louisa, who died at the age of forty-ﬁve,was
the wife of Justus Bangs whose sketch appears else
where in this work; Mrs. Mary Cook is also repre
scnted on another page of this volume; Adeline
died in infancy; Nancy is the widow of Christopher
Shippe and residesin Readshoro, Vt.; Daniel is the
next in order of birth; Ephriam is married and is a
skilled mechanic of Connecticut; Andrew, whose
sketch is also given in this volume, is the youngest
of the family.
We now take up the personal history of our
subject, who as a farmer boy was reared to man

hood and in the old log schoolhouse acquired his
education. As his services were needed upon the
farm during the greater part of the time he only
attended school for about two months in the year
but he made the most of his opportunities and by
reading, experience, and observation has become

a well-informed man. During his youth he also
worked for a time at making shingles and when he
has passed his twentieth birthday he left the old
homestead and started out in life for himself. As
a helpmate on life’s journey he chose Miss Lavina.
Hayward, who was born in Conway. Mass, Sep
tember 21. 1815. Their marriage was celebrated
April 22, 1841, and their union has been blessed
with four children, three sons and a daughter, the
eldest of whom, Theron H., is a resident of Wau

conda.

He was educated in the Wauconda schools

and married Miss Ann M. Huson, a native of New

York.

Lancelot E., who is engaged in a bakery in

Chicago, wedded Miss Mary Ford, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Stebbins Ford, and unto them have been

born four children, three sons and a daughter—
Clarence, Leon, Beulah and Harry.

Erskine is en

gaged in the livery business in Chicago; he married
Miss Ellen, sister of Mary Ford. and three children
grace their union—Lula, Ads. and Robert. Per
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melia, the only daughter of the family and the
eldest child, died at the age of six years.
While residing in Vermont Mr. Oaks was a
member of the old State militia and held the ofﬁce
of Fourth Corporal. Later he was made First Cor
poral and afterward elected Second Sergeant of
the Home Militia of Stamford, Vt. In his early
life he was an old-line Whig and cast his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for Henry Clay. When the Re
publican party was organized he joined its ranks
and has since fought under its banner. Although
he has never sought public ofﬁce, at the solicitation
of friends he has accepted several positions and in
discharge of the duties of the office displayed great
ﬁdelity and promptness, winning the commenda
tion of all concerned. He was for a number of
years School Director and did not a little toward
securing the excellent schools which now grace
Wauconda. He was also Township Trustee, was
Commissioner of Highways for three terms, was
Pathmaster for ten years and was one of the ﬁrst
Village Trustees of Wauconda, a position which he
ﬁlled for three successive years.
A half century has come and gone since Mr. and
Mrs. Oaks left their old home in the Green Moun
tain State and traveled by way of the Erie Canal
and Great Lakes to Chicago. That city was then
a mere village and gave little promise of the won
derful growth and progress which was to transform
it into the metropolis of the West. At that time
one could drive the horses up to the Chicago River
and there let them drink, while teams were con

veyed across the stream on an old scow which was
pulled over by hand at the intersection of Clark
Street. But it was not in Chicago that Mr. ()aks
located. He took up his residence in Wauconda in
a log cabin and in the whole house there was not a
nail except in the door. Game of all kinds was
very plentiful at that day, one having ample op
portunity to indulge a love for hunting.
There were also many hardships and trials that
fell to the lot of the pioneer, and it was no easy
task to transform the wild prairie into a fertile farm
as did Mr. Oaks the eighty acres of land which he
purchased from the Government at $1.25 per acre.
However, prosperity at length crowned his efforts,

and by the assistance of his estimable wife he ac
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quired a handsome competency which now enables . sketch; David, now residing in Waukegan; Mary
J., who resides in the same city.
them to spend their declining years in retirement.
George Carman was but a few months old when
This worthy couple, in conneztion with Mr. and
Mrs. S. W. Kingsley, of Barrington, lll., celebrated
he came to Lake County and here he has since
resided and is well and favorably knovvn. He
their golden wedding on the 22d of April, 1891.
received his education in the district schools of
The day was one which is never to be forgotten by
Benton Township. On the 21st of March, 1872,
those who participated in the festivities. ‘They
he married Miss Ella M. Knowlton, of Floyd
again lived over the time when they plighted their
County, Iowa. She is the eldest of four children
troth at the marriage altar and many happy hours
born to L. F..and Laura (Allen) Knowlton. and
were spent in recalling pleasing reminiscences of
was born in Dodge County, Wis. About 1867,
of the past.
her parents moved to Floyd County, Iowa, and
located near Charles City where they'yet reside.
Their children are all living: Charles L. married
Miss Addie Clay and resides near Charles City,
EORGE CARMAN, a farmer and stock
Iowa; Chester L. resides with his parents; Lulu
raiscr of section 22, Benton Township, was
born in Ontario, Wayne County, N. Y.,

L., now the wife of George De Lange, resides near

May 22, 1844, and came with his parents to Lake

Charles City, Iowa. One child has been born to
Mr. and Mrs. Carman—Lulu L., born July 21,

County, lll., the fall of the same year.

1876.

He was

third in a family of six children born to John and
Jane (Freeman) Carman, both of whom were na

tives of Lincolnshire, England.

His father was

born November 25, 1801, and his mother in 1811.
His father came to America in 1833, and was the

founder of the family in this country. He landed
in Castle Garden and from there went to Albany,
N. Y., where be secured employment as a farm
laborer. From the proceeds of his toil he was in
time able to purchase twenty-ﬁve acres, which he
improved by clearing and building a house. He
added to his possessions from time to time until
he owned one hundred acres, which he sold in

1844, and came to Lake County, locating on sec

Politically Mr. Carman has ever been a Repub
He has served as Town Clerk nine years
and was Township Treasurer six years. He is a
man that stands high in the estimation of his fel
low citizcns and has done his share in the promo
tion of the best interests of Lake County. Mrs.
Carman is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
lican.

PF'.‘?~<

' ZRO DAVID HUTCHINS, a retired busi
' g, ness man of Waukegan, is a native of
He was
l U Tunbridge, Orange County, Vt..

tion 16, Benton Township, where he bought and

born on the 2d of September, 1820, and

improved one hundred and sixty acres of ﬁne land,
to which he added until he owned seven hundred
and ﬁfty acres. His death occurred April 24, 1882.
His good wife survived him some years and died
in her seventy seventh year on the 8th of October,
1886. As stated she was a native of England, and
in her twenty-ﬁrst year was married to John Car
man. Six children were born to them: William,
who now resides in Benton Township; Esther is

is a son of William and Anna S. (Foster) Hutchins,

the wife of J. W. Morrison, and resides in Floyd

County, Iowa; James, whose sketch appears else
" where in this volume; George, the subject of this

natives of Putney, \Vindham County, \"t., the
former born September 25, 1779, and the latter
November 26, 1785. Their entire lives were spent

in the State of their nativity, where the father fol
lowed the trarle. of a carpenter and joiner. Ilis
death occurred November 23, 1850, and his wife
died on the 15th of June, 1876. She was of Scotch

descent and a member of the Presbyterian Church.
Our subject is the tenth in order of birth in a
family of twelve children,numbering ﬁve sons and
seven daughters, of whom ﬁve are yet living. His
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education was acquired in the common schools of ! since which time he has adhered to its principles.
that day, where he mastered the rudimentary
He has not been an ofﬁcial aspirant, but has been
branches. llis business training began at the age
honored with places of trust, the duties of which
positions he has ever faithfully discharged as be
of sixteen years, when he entered a store in his
native town as a clerk. After thus serving for
comes a worthy American citizen. In 1853 he
ﬁve years, he began business on his own account
was elected to the State Legislature of Vermont
in a strong Whig district, and in 1867—68 served
in East Bethe], where he engaged in merchandis
ing for about four years, after which he pursued
as Alderman of Waukegan. Both he and his
the same vocation for ﬁve years in South Royal
wife enjoy a degree of physical and mental vigor
ton, and before making his westward journey he
not common to persons of their age, and by those
was employed as a salesman in a wholesale house in
who know them are held in high esteem.
Boston for a year. Possessing much natural abil
ity in that direction, he soon mastered the business
with all its details and intricacies, and his career

has been a prosperous one.
On the 25th of October, 1843, Mr. IIutehins was

joined in wedlock with Miss Martha J. Farnam, a
native of the same township as himself. She was
born April 4, 1822, and is a daughter of Philip
Farnam. Her father was a blacksmith by trade
and was born in New Hampshire. He married
Eleanor Clement, a native of the Green Mountain
State, and in 18.55, accompanied by his family,

emigrated westward, locating near Libertyville,
Ill., where he and his wife died, both having
reached the ripe age of eighty-two years. In the
family were ﬁve children, but Mrs. lIutchins, the
second in order of birth, is now the only surviving

one. .
The year 1855 also witnessed the arrival of Mr.
Hutchins in Lake County, and since that time
Waukegan has been his home. After clerking for
Issac R. Lyon some four years he became his
partner, which connection continued about three
and a half years, when a partnership was formed
with H. C. Hutchinson, that lasted ten years and

was mutually pleasant. Our subject spent the two
succeeding years of his life in the employ of the
Cairo dz St. Louis Railroad Company as cashier
and paymaster, with headquarters in

St. Louis.

Returning to Wankegan, he served six years as
bookkeeper and cashier for G. R. Lyon. retiring
in 1890. He has been a successful business man,
and as the result of a life spent in untiring activity
has acquired an ample competence.

Socially he is

a Knight Templar Mason, and politically was a
Democrat until the rise of the Republican party,

\')()BERT W. IIOOK. a leading photographer
of Waukegan, has carried on business in
that line for a longer period than any other
(Yin the city. He purchased a gallery in
1870 and is now located on the corner of Genesee
and Madison streets. From the beginning his
trade has constantly increased and he is now receiv
ing a liberal patronage.
'
Mr. Hook is a native of this county, having been
born in Avon Township on the 13th of August,
1848. His parents, Robert and Jane (Tazwell)
llook, were natives of England; the father was born
in Somersetshire, and in 1844 brought his wife to
Lake County, Ill. They were parents of eight
children. Robert W. was reared to manhood in
the usual manner of farmer lads and the educa
tional advantages which he received were those af
forded by the common district school. He re
mained under the parental roof until the age of
nineteen years, when in 1869 he came to Waukegan.
Not caring to follow the occupation of farming as
a life work he decided to study photography and
for that purpose entered the art studio of Porter

l}:.

Bros., with whom he remained forayear.

Having

mastered the business. he then, in 1870, bought
out the gallery of a Mr. Taylor, and from that day
until the present has continuously engaged in his
chosen profession.
On the 18th of October, 1884, Mr. Hook was

united in marriage with Miss Sarah Palmer, the
wedding being celebrated in Waukegan. Both he
and his wife are members of the Episcopalian
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Church of this city and in politics he is a supporter
of Republican principles, having voted with that
party since attaining his majority. He keeps him
self well informed on the leading issues of the day,
also upon all the general topics of interest and is
recognized as a wide awake and enterprising busi
ness man. He also takes considerable interest in
civic societies and is identiﬁed with Waukegan
Lodge, No. 78, A. F. dz A. M.; Waukegan Chap

Infantry. He was killed at the battle of Chicka
maugua, in 1863, while faithfully discharging his
duty. The eldest son, Ranslure Weld, is a lawyer
in practice at Brattleboro, Vt.. now on the bench.
Sylvia L., the eldest daughter, came to Waukegan
in 1847, and is now the widow of Royal A. New
comb, her home being in this city. The youngest

ter, No. 41, R. A. M.; Little Fort Lodge, No. 79,

Francis E. Clarke, the subject of this sketch, and
the youngest of the family, entered Dartmouth
College at the age of nineteen, but in the summer
of 1850, before completing his course, he came to
Waukegau, where he spent the fall and winter.
Returning he completed his term at college, being

I. O. F.; and Camp Lake, No.174, M. W. A. Asa
photographer Mr. Hook has gained an enviable rep
utation and well deserves the success which has
crowned his efforts. He keeps abreast with the
times, is conversant with all the latest improve
ments connected with the art and is prepared to do
ﬁrst-class work.

—+—->i2<~ — +~
[a ON. FRANCIS E. CLARKE,C0unty Judge
\
.
.
..
'
of Lake County smce the sprlng of 1849.
l
and a member of the Lake County bar
;

since 1855, claims Vermont as the State of

his nativity. He was born in Williamstown, Orange
County, March 4, 1828,:1nd is the son of Elam and
Cynthia (Lewis) Clarke, both natives of New Eng
land and descended from old New England fami
lies. The father’s people came originally from
England and his mother’s ancestors were of Scotch
origin. The father died while the subject of this
sketch was but a child and the mother’s death
occurred in 1865.
Francis E. was the youngest in a family of ﬁve
children, three sons and two daughters.

One son

died in infancy and the others, after graduating
from Dartmouth College, became lawyers by pro
fession: Isaac Lewis, the second, graduated from

Dartmouth in 1848, and at once came West, locat
ing in Waukegan. Ill., where he secured the pro
fessorship of the Waukegan Academy. He subse
quently entered upon the practiCe of law in com
pany with E. I’eyne Ferry. ()1) the breaking out of
the late war he entered the volunteer service of the
United States and was promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel in the Ninety-sixth Illinois

daughter, Hannah F. C., is the widow of Rev.
Leonard Kimball and resides in Boston, Mass.

graduated in the class of ‘51.

He then returned to

Waukegan and engaged as teacher in the Wanke
gan Academy, of which he became principal and
served in that capacity until 1854. In the mean
time he had entered upon the study 01' law in the
ofﬁce of Ferry dz Clarke and was admitted to the
bar in 1855. He soon afterward formed a partner
ship with James S. Frazer, an eminent lawyer from
Indiana, under the ﬁrm name of Frazer dz Clarke,
which connection continued six years, when Mr.
Frazer returned to Indiana and subsequently was
elevated to the Supreme Bench of that State and
was made a member of the Commission appointed
by the United States government to adjust the
Alabama claims. The ﬁrm of Frazer dz Clarke had
built up a large and prosperous business which
was very materially increased by the junior part
ner after the partnership was dissolved. In 1852
Judge Clarke was elected Superintendent of Schools
for Lake County, was re-eleeted and served eight

years. lie was subsequently elected Superinten
dent of the Waukegan city schools, which position
be ﬁlled several years (although not consecutively)
much to the advantage of the educational interests
of the city. In the spring of 1879 he was elected
County Judge of Lake County to ﬁll a vacancy
caused by the death of Judge Turner and has been
reelected at each succeeding election to the pres
ent time, so that he is now serving his twelfth year
in that ofﬁce. In addition to the positions already
mentioned he has served as Supervisor of the
county board and twenty-ﬁve years as Master in
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Chancery. Judge Clarke was a Whig from the
time of his ﬁrst conception of political principles.
When the Republican party was organized in
Illinois he was among the ﬁrst to identify himself
with it and has since been a consistent and earnest
supporter of its principles.
The Judge was married in North Hadley. Mass,
on the 13th of January, 1858, to Miss Hannah C.
Scott, a daughter of Rufus and Martha Scott. She
was born in the town wherein her marriage was
celebrated.
The Judge and Mrs. Clarke have
three children, daughters—Mary E., wife of Wil
liam T. Hardy of Waukegan, and Helen C. and
Lucy M., who reside with their parents.

The

Judge and his family attend the Presbyterian
Church. of which Mrs. Clarke and two of her
daughters are members.
Our subject was one of the original incorpora
tors of the First National Bank of Waukegan and
has been a member of its board of directors ever
since, and during the past two years has held the
position of Vice-President of the bank. As an
educator, he has, during his ofﬁcial connection

with the schools of the city and county, wielded a
powerful inﬂuence for good. Under his adminis
tration the standard of educational excellence was
advanced materially and a sound common-sense
system of instruction maintained. As a lawyer he
has ever made the business of his clients his own.
Their business entrusted to his care has always
been pushed with energy and ability, while the
court and bar have learned to respect his upright,
able and earnest presentation of the cases in his
hands. As Judge of the Probate Court and Mas
ter in Chancery he has been faithful, capable and
prompt in the discharge of his duty. Many im
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in life to which they might be called. The sub
stantial beneﬁts to the cause of education resulting
from the management and advice of Judge Clarke
is not one of the least of the good works accom
plished during a long and useful life.

merchant of Highwood, now Ft. Sheridan.
and a well-known minister of the gospel in
. - Northern Illinois, is a native of England.
He was. born in the Parish Hopton Wafers, in the
county of Shropshire. on the 22d of February,
1835. His father, who was the Rev. Samuel Break
well, a local minister of the Wesleyan Methodist

Church, was also a native of the county of Shrop
shire, and his death occurred at Monmouth, Eng

land, in 1882.

Ilis wife’s maiden name was Eliza

Hancocks, and she survived her husband about

eight years, dying in the same town in 1890.
Samuel Breakwell of this sketch began to battle
his own way in the world at the age of ten years,
and from that time on relied solely on his own ef
forts. His education was therefore chieﬂy acquired
by private study. When sixteen years old he was
bound as an apprentice to a shoemaker for a term
of years, but after eleven months his employer
failed and thus threw young Samuel upon the world
to make his living as best he could. However he
became a ﬁrst-class workman, and when about

portant civil cases came before him for trial in his

twenty-ﬁve years old opened a shop in a country
place with eight shillings as capital. He walked
eight miles to invest his money in leather to make
shoes for a farmer and his wife. Mr. Breakwell
took great pains to give them a city ﬁt, and as a

capacity of county judge and it is universally con
ceded by the people and the bar that his rulings
and decisions are invariably fair and impartial.
Eminently practical and unassuming, he detests
hollow pretension and all that is superﬁcial. In
his connection with the educational interests of the
county and city it has always been his aim to in
sure to each and every student the best possible
results toward a practical and useful education.
such as would best ﬁt them for the various walks

needless to say that the lady thought hers perfectly
excellent. Through industry and good manage
ment, however, be increased his capital and ex
panded his business.
In early life he was converted and joined the
primitive Methodists. He at once became a local
preacher in that denomination and continued in
that ﬁeld of labor for four or ﬁve years. In July,
1854, he was married in the city of Worcester, to

result the farmer refused to take his; but it is
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Miss Mary Ann Norris, who was born in the

and served twelve years, while his son held the

county of Sussex, April 15, 1830, and was the

position of agent for the United States Express

daughter of James and Harriet (Paskins) Norris.
They had four children, of whom two died in in
fancy. The living are Samuel James Jr., who was
born in the county of Shropshire, January 14.
1858, came to America with his parents and wedded
Miss Mary Ann Grant, a daughter of John and
Elizabeth Grant, of Ravinia, Ill. She was born in
Lancashire, England, and came to America with
her parents when six years of age. Six children.

Company for seventeen years.~
On coming to Ilighwood, Mr. Breakwell was in
vited to preach for a Baptist congregation at Ben
ton and Newport, Lake County, which he did, and
was ordained in Newport in June, 1880, serving as

three sons and three daughters, were born to Sam

ual Breakwell, Jr., and his wife. He is interested
in business with his father in Ft. Sheridan. The
second child of Mr. Breakwell, Sn, and the only
daughter, is Harriet, the wife of James Steers.

They were married in Monmouth, England, and
emigrated to America in the fall of [872, settling
in Springﬁeld, Mass, whence they came West
in 1875. The husband went to Montana soon af
terward and is supposed to have died there as he
has not since been heard from. Mrs. Stears re
sides in Ft. Sheridan, Ill.

The Rev. Mr. Breakwell lost his wife in England,
her death occurring on the 2'2d of September, 1862.

In June, 1864, he was again married, his second
wife being Mrs. Jane Nutman, widow of John
Nutman, and a daughter of James Norris. She
was born in the county of Sussex, England. Mr.
Breakwell emigrated with his family to America
in the spring of 1873, and settled at Highwood,

pastor at that place for two years and two months.

After that he had a call to preach at Clayton,
Woodford County, where he served .one year and
then resigned, accepting a call from the church
at Graymont, Livingston County. After laboring
one. year in that ﬁeld he resigned to go to Europe
to visit relatives, returning in the fall of the same
year. He then again preached wherever he could
be of service for a year, at the end of which time
he accepted a call to ﬁll the pulpit of the ﬁrst
churches at Newport and Benton, in which ﬁeld he

labored until May, 1890, since which time he has
had no regular charge but still preaches as supply
where opportunity oﬂers. He has maintained his
residence at Ft. Sheridan ever since locating here
in 1873, and has, by the help of his family, carried
on his mercantile business continuously. Mr.
llreakwell is a zellous worker in the cause of
Christianity, and has done much to advance the

best interests of religion and to develop a higher
moral sentiment in every community where he has
been called to labor. He enjoys a wide circle of
acquaintances and commands the respect and es
teem of all who know him.

now Ft. Sheridan.
On coming to this place he bought out a small
grocery store that had been established only a few
months, and which was the ﬁrst mercantile house

in Highwood. He also purchased property here
but during the hard times that followed the ﬁnan
cial panic of 1873, he saw values depreciate and
sustained a loss of nearly all he had in the world.
However, he had established a good credit and was
enabled to continue business, since which time he

has been quite successful, and by judicious invest
ment has accumulated a valuable property. He
was appointed station agent at llighwood for the
Chicago (St Northwestern Railroad Company, which

l

R. WILLIAM SAMUEL PEARCE, the old.

i
est druggist in years of continued business
L/' and one of the enterprising and progressive
citizens of Waukegan, is a native of England. He
was born in the village of Clavering, Essex County,
on the 26th of January, 1824, and is the son of
James Brightwell and Mary (Westrnp) Pearce.
He was educated in his native country and served
a regular

apprenticeship

to the business of a

chemist and druggist. He was twenty-three years
of age when he determined to cross the Atlantic
position he held twelve years. Under President
Grant he was appointed Postmaster at that point i and try his fortune in America. In 1847 he sailed
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for this country, traveled in various States for a
time, and then at length settled in Du Page County,

“L, where he was engaged in farming until 1849.
He then engaged in the drug business in Chicago,
but still retained the ownership of his land.
After a year or two he sold out his store and re
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years of his intercourse with the people of Wau
kegan and vicinity Dr. Pearce has won not only
the unbounded conﬁdence of his neighbors and
fellow-citizens, but enjoys their kindly regard and
respect as well. He has recently retired from busi
ness, his son, Dr. W. W. Pearce, succeeding him.

turned to his farm, but becoming satisﬁed that he

was not adapted to the life of an agriculturist, he
abandoned the occupation and once more went to
Chicago, where he resumed the drug business.
and also engaged in the practice of medicine.
On the 16th of May, 1853, Dr. Pearce wedded
Miss Mary Grace Copp, daughter of John Copp,
the union being celebrated in Dundee, Kane
County, Ill. The lady was born in Bristol, Eng
land, and emigrated to America in 1852. They
have nine children, four sons and ﬁve daughters,
all born in Waukegan. Dr. W. W. Pearce, the

eldest son, was graduated from the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, of Chicago, in the Class
of ’85, and has since been engaged in practice at
Waukegan, being in partnership with his father in
the drug business. Walter Copp is engaged in the
live-stock business in New Mexico. The eldest
daughter, Winifred, is an artist by profession. Bea
trice was graduated from the Woman’s Medical
College, of Chicago, and is practicing in Wau
kegan. Percival is a student in the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, of Chicago. John C. is
with his elder brother in the stock business in New
Mexico. Grace is pursuing her education at Lake
Forest University; Mary is a student at Lake For
est Seminary; and Maude, the youngest of the
family, attends school in Waukegau.
The month of April, 1855, witnessed the arrival

of Dr. Pearce and his family in Waukegan, where he
embarked in the drug business, which he has car
ried on continuously si ce, covering a period of
thirty-six years, which makes him a veteran drug
gist of the city. In connection with that work,
the Doctor has always done more or less office
practice for the beneﬁt of his customers. In poli
tics he is an independent Democrat, and socially
is a Knight Templar Mason, holding membership
with “'aukegan Lodge, No. 78, A. F. dz A. M.;
Waukegan Chapter, No. 41, R. A. M.; and Wau
kegan Commandery, No. 12, K. '1‘. During all the

“

[ILLIAM KIRK, a farmer of Benton Town
ship, was born in Lincolnshire, England
\/\_/ September 15, 1831, and is a son of John

and Elizabeth (Leatherland) Kirk, both of whom

were natives of the same country, the former born
in '1803, and the latter in 1804. For some years
after his marriage John Kirk engaged in the
hotel business and afterward in farming.

In 1850,

in company with his wife and nine children, he
crossed the ocean and

reached Kenosha, Wis.,

June 9, of the same year. The cholera broke out
that summer and the mother died with it August
ll. Two more of the family had the disease, but
recovered. The next day after the death of the
mother the family removed to Lake County, and
later the father removed to Woodstock, “L, where

he died in 1883. After the death of his wife John
Kirk married_Mrs. Lois Shifton, by whom he. had
one child. He was the father of ﬁfteen children
by his ﬁrst marriage, four only of whom are now
living.
William Kirk was reared upon a farm and re
ceived but a limited education, never attending
school after twelve years of age, and but little
before that time. He was the mainstay of his
father until he was twenty-one years old when he
went to New York State and worked in a box fac

tory until he had accumulated 8100. Near Buffalo.
N. Y., February 9, 1854, he married Sarah Ann
Clark, born also in Lincolnshire, England, May

19, 1831, and a daughter of Thomas and Mary
(Draper) Clark, both of whom were natives of Eng
land. Iler parents lived in Lincolnshire until 1851,
when they came to New York State, and in 1854

to Lake County, Ill., where he died at the age of
seventy-one. His widow still lives at the age of
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eighty-ﬁve. Their family consisted of seven chil
dren, of whom four are now living.
Shortly after their marriage our subject and his
young bride came to Lake County and located in

of enlistment, and was honorably discharged at the
close of the service. He was one of the most loyal
and valiant of the boys in blue to whom the coun

Benton Township, where they have since resided.

was born in the South of Ireland about 1837. Her
death occurred in Bakersﬁeld, Vt., in 1877, and Mr.
Reilly died in 1886. Of their family George and
Charles are now deceased; William is employed on

He is the owner of one hundred and seventy acres
of land which is well improved. To show that he
stands well among his neighbors it may be said
that he has held the ofﬁce of School Director for
twenty years and that of School Trustee of the
township about six years. Both he and his wife
are members of the Methodist Church, of which

he has been Steward for ten years and a Trustee
twelve years. Politically he is a Republican. Few
men enjoy the respect and esteem of their fellow
men in a higher degree than does \Villiam Kirk. _
’ Mr. and Mrs. Kirk are the parents of four chil
dren—Emily B., wife of Henry Wilson, a farmer

try owes so much.

He married Ann O’Brean, who

the street car lines in Boston, Mass; James is also
deceased; Mary is a resident of Enosburg, \'t.;
Joseph C. is next in order of birth; Emmet J. car

ries on a creamery in Wauconda; Jennie is also de
ceased; and one child died in infancy.
We now take up the personal history of our sub
ject who was educated in the common schools of

Fairﬁeld, Vt, and by reading and observation has
become a well-informed man. His early life was
spent as a farmer, and at the age of twenty-two he

of Benton Township; Jennie L., wife of George

left the Green Mountain State in 1879, and travel

L. Truesdell, also a farmer of Benton Township;
George R., engaged in farming in Benton Town
ship; and Edwin W., a farmer of Kenosha Cr unty.
Wis.

ing Westward, made a location in Nunda, McIlenry

if "3' ,~- \.
ﬂvi'gilsr

\

(OSEPH CHARLES REILLY, who is exten

sively engaged in the manufacture of butter
in Volo, is a native of the Green Mountain

State. He was born on the 12th of July.
1857, in Franklin County, and is the sixth in a
family of nine children, numbering seven sons and
two daughters. As the name indicates, the Reilly's
are of Irish origin. Thomas D. Reilly, father of
our subject was born in Kilkenny, Ireland, in 1829,
learned the tailor‘s trade and became quite expert
in that line of industry. Crossing the Atlantic
when about middle aged, he located in Montreal,
Canada, whence he removed to St. Albans, Vt.,and
later to Bakersﬁeld in the same State. At his vari
ous places of residence he engaged in business asa
merchant tailor, and was quite successful.

When

the late war broke out he responded to the call of

his adopted country for troops, and enlisted in
1861, to serve through the war. He was wounded
at Spottsylvania Court-House in the foot which
crippled him for life, but he served his entire term

County, where he spent two years, when he came
to V010 and established himself in business as a
manufacturer of butter and cheese. He had little
capital with which to begin life, but was indus
trious. ambitious, and possessed good business abil
ity. As his trade increased in volume he enlarged
his facilities, and is now on an extensive scale en

gaged in the manufacture of butter and cheese. IIis
plant at Volo is valued at $5,000, and the factory
is ﬁtted up with all the modern conveniences and
latest improvements. The quality of the butter
turned out is such that he can command the highest
market price.
One of the most important events in the life of
Mr. Reilly occurred on the 24th of September,
1884, when he led to the marriage altar Miss Jane
A. Barker, one of the fair daughters of this county.

who was born November 4, 1861. Her parents,
Benjamin J. and Mary (Darcy) Barker, were both
born on the Emerald Isle. Her father was a bar
ness-maker by trade, and became a ﬁrst-class work
man.

He died at his home in Wauconda, in 1886,

at the age of sixty-three years. His widow still
survives him and is living in Wauconda at about
the age of sixty-eight years. They were parents of
ten children, ﬁve sons and ﬁve daughters: E. W.,
who resides in Oakland, Cal., and is one of the ﬁn
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est peumcn in the land, having been awarded the
ﬁrst prize in penmanship in California; Libbie,
wife of B. F. Martin, of Wauconda; Frank, a bar

ness-maker of Waueonda; John, deceased; Charles
1)., who married Edna Boomer, and is living on a
farm in Wauconda Township; Sarah, wife of

Thomas Hanlon, who is engaged in merchandising
in Sulphur Springs, Mont.; Benjamin J., also a
fine penman and a noted teacher of that art, resid
ing in California; Mrs. Reilly of this sketch; Rctta,
a teacher of recognized ability, employed in the
schools of this county; and one child who died in
infancy.
Mrs. Reilly was educated in the \Vauconda. Acad
emy. and she, too, successfully engaged in teaching
for a number of years. She is a lady pleasant and
genial in manner, whose social, entertaining ways

make her home a favorite resort with her many
friends. The Reilly household consists of our sub
ject, his estimable wife and four children, three
sons and a daughter: Francis ’l‘., born November 8,

1885; Kittie, April 30. 1887; William, November
5, 1888; and Joseph 0., September 10, 1890.
In politics Mr. Reilly is a staneh Democrat, hav
ing supported that party since be cast his ﬁrst vote
for Gen. W. S. Hancock, but though he feels an
interest in the success of his party, he has never
sought political preferment for himself. Both he
and his wife are devout members of the Catholic
Church of V010, and have given of their means
to its support, and to all other worthy enterprises
which are calculated to upbuild or beneﬁt the com
munity.
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ber, 1844, came to this county, with whose interests

he has since been identiﬁed. The family settled
in Waukegan and Lewis C. was educated in the
public schools of that city. In 1855 he became
assistant Postmaster of the Waukegan post-ofﬁce,
a position which he held off and on for twenty-three
years. or until elected to the ofﬁce of County
Clerk of Lake County in 1877. He has been re
elected to the position at each succeeding election
to the present time, covering a period of fourteen
years.
‘
Mr. Dorsett was married in Wankegan on the
27th of May,1880, Miss Harriet A. Sherman becom

ing his 'wife. She was born in Chicago and is a
daughter of Nathaniel and Nancy (Pettengill)
Sherman, both of whom were natives of Barre,

Washington County, Vt. . Her father was descended
from one branch of the Sherman family which is
so prominently identiﬁed with the civil and mili
tary history of the United States. His parents were
Nathaniel and Deborah (Webstery Sherman, and
his grandfather was Jonathan Sherman who was
born in Barre, Mass, June 1,1868, and was the

son of Aseph Sherman who was born in 'Dedhain,
England, and emigrated to America in 1632. He
settled in Waterloo, Mass, and to this branch of

the family Roger Sherman belongs.

About 1791

Jonathan Sherman removed from Barre, Mass, to

Vermont and was one of the founders of the town

of Barre in that State, which he had the honor vof
naming after his old home in the Bay State. The
Websters, the family of Mrs. Dorsett’s paternal
grandmother, were also a prominent family of New
England and were the ﬁrst settlers of Berlin,a

town adjacent to Barre, Vt. Nathaniel and Nancy

"l

EWIS C. DORSETT, County Clerk of Lake

ilﬁ) County, has held the position which he now
{ii occupies since the fall of 1877, proving
himself an efﬁcient ofﬁcer and a worthy citizen of
Waukegan. He is a native of Pennsylvania, hav
ing been born in Mansﬁeld.Tioga County, May 31,
1836. llis parents, Ilcnry W. and Martha (Lent)
Dorsett. are pioneers of Lake County. Our subject
came West with his parents in 1843, spent one year
in Southport, now Kenosha, Wis., and in Septem

Sherman emigrated Westward in 1843 and located
in Chicago where the husband died ten years later.
His widow survives him and is still a resident of
that city.
For fourteen years prior to her marriage Mrs.
Dorsett was engaged in teaching in the Waukegan

city schools where she was held in high esteem for
her superior ability as an educator and “many exl
cellencies of character. Both Mr. Dorsett and his
wife are members of Christ Episcopal Church, of
Waukegan. They have three children, two dangli
ters and a son, all born in Waukegan. Belle is the
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eldest, Gertie the second and Sherman Lewis the l‘ Samuel W. married Lina Mason and is living in
youngest.

Chicago; Agnes Eva is now the wife of B.

In political sentiment our subject is a stanch
advocate of Republicanism and has afﬁliated with
that party since attaining his majority. During
his long term of service in the post-ofﬁce he proved
a prompt and faithful assistant through several ad
ministrations of Postmasters, and was deservedly
popular with the patrons of the ofﬁce. His long
continuance in the position of County Clerk by the
suffrages of the people of Lake County, testiﬁes to
the high esteem and conﬁdence his administration
of the ofﬁce commands.

Baird, a resident of Benton Township, and is the
youngest of the family.
As before stated, Mr. Cole’s ﬁrst purchase of
land consisted of eighty acres, to which he has
since added until now one hundred and twenty
acres pay tribute to his care and cultivation. This
tract is one of the best farms in the township. It
was once covered with trees but Mr. Cole cleared
and developed it and its well-tilled ﬁelds now give
evidence of the thrift and enterprise of the owner.
Mr. and Mrs. Cole have three living children
and have lost one.

F.

3stella A., the eldest, who was

born January 8, 1870. is now engaged in teaching

WW
_\
/

AMES N. COLE, Sm, who is engaged in
l agricultural pursuits on section 29, Benton
/\ I Township is a native of the Emerald Isle.
{\Q/ He was born in County Cork in July, 1836,
and the following year was brought by his parents
to America. The family cressed the Atlantic, made
their way to Chicago and after a short stay in that
city, then a village, settled upon a farm near Lake
Forest. Il]., where for twenty years they resided.
At the expiration of that period our subject came
to Benton County where he purchased eighty acres
of land and began farming for himself. He was
joined in wedlock with Miss Mary R. Conucll,
daughter of Thomas and Mary (King) Connell,
who were natives of County Cork, Ireland, and
emigrated to America in 1830. They ﬁrst settled
in Rochester, N. Y., went to Washington County,
Wis., in 1840,and in Germant0wn, that State, Mrs.

Cole was born on the 13th of January, 1845. Her
father was born December 29, 1803, and lived in
his native land until he had attained to mature

years. He spent thirty-ﬁve years of his life in
Wisconsin where his death occurred October 26.
1875. His wife was born November 2, 1820, and
is still living. She ﬁnds a comfortable home with
her daughter, Mrs. Cole. In the family are ﬁve
children, now living, the eldest of whom is the wife
of our subject; Sarah A.,born September 22, 1848,
is engaged in teaching school in DePere, Wis.;
Carrie is now a teacher of stenography in Chicago;

school in the Stafford District; E. Leslie, born
August 18, 1872, is now attending school in Chica
go; Alice E., born December 18, 1875, died in

January, 1880, and Mabel R., born August 16,
1878, is still at home. The parents are members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church of East Benton,
and in politics Mr. Cole is a Prohibitionist, and has
ever faithfully performed the duties of citizenship.
"is long residence in this community has made him
familiar with the county’s history and he feels a
just pride in the advanced position which it to-day
occupies.

Wis—~—
ILLIAM M. RAGAN, Clerk of the Circuit
Court and ex-ofﬁeio Recorder of Lake
County, was born in the town of Fremont,
on the 12th of April, 1846, and is the son of John

G. and Hannah (Tucker) Ragan, who are repre
sented on another page of this work. The subject
of this sketch was reared to manhood on his father's
farm and received his education in the common
district schools, which he attended. during the
winter Season. He enlisted in the volunteer service
for the late war as a member of the Chicago Board
of Trade Battery and served until the close of the
struggle. He entered the service January 4, 1864,
and with his battery took part in the Atlanta cam
paign. He was injured near Kenesaw Mountain
while on duty in June of that_year and was forced
to remain in quiet for a short time. He then re
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joined his battery at Nashville and took part in the
campaign against Gen. Hood, whom they succeeded
in driving out of Tennessee, and in the spring of
1865 he participated in Wilson ’s raid through Ala
bama and Georgia, being mustered out of service

Dungannon, in his native county, and in 1832
went to London. England, where he spent two years
engaged in tailoring. Hc crossed the Atlantic to
America in 1842, and spent one season in the East,
after which he started Westward. arriving at Wau

on the 30th of June, after the close of the war.

kegan on the 18th of June, 1843, with only twenty

On his return from the South Mr. Ragan engaged
in farming in Fremont Township until 1877. when
he removed to California where he remained about
four years, and then returned to Lake County and
was engaged in the abstract business and as Deputy
Clerk until his election as Clerk in the fall of 1888.
During his residence in Fremont he served several
years as Justice of the Peace and held other local
ofﬁces. discharging his duties with a. promptness
and ﬁdelity which won him the respect and conﬁ
dence of all concerned.

ﬁve cents in his pocket. He at once began work at
his trade, cutting out and making up suits, and the
same year opened a shop. His patronage steadily
increasing he was enabled in 1848 to'begin business
as a merchant tailor. and for many years was at the
head of one of the leading tailoring establishments
of Waukegan.
On the 28th of September, 1848, Mr. Mallon was
joined in wedlock to Miss Louisa Dowst, daughter

On the 17th of December, 1876, Mr. Ragan led
to the marriage altar Miss Hattie Warner, daughter
of Watson L. and Ellen Warner. She was born in
Lake County, where her parents were early settlers.
They have had ﬁve children, four of whom are
still living—Morgan Bruce, Hattie Isabel, H. Win
nefred, and Eleanor; William W., the fourth child,

died at the age of six months.
In his political views Mr. Ragan has always been
a consistent and earnest Republican. He is a mem
ber of Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, A. F. dz A. M.;

Waukegan Chapter, No. 41, R. A. M.; Waukegan
Post, No. 374, G. A. R., and of the Royal Arcanum.

He has proved himself a competent and faithful
county ofﬁcer and by his upright and manly ways
has won the good will and respect of the best citi
zens of his native county where his entire life has
been passed.

.ﬁﬁmga‘
OSEPH MALLON, a retired merchant tailor,

is numbered among the pioneers of \Vauke
gan, of 1843. having arrived in this county
0"
on the 18th of June of thatyear, since which
time he has been identiﬁed with its interests in
many ways. He was born in County Tyrone, lre
land, March 16, 1812, and is a son of Terrence and

Sarah (Murphy) Mallon.

He learned his trade at

of Capt._Samuel Dowst, of Salem, Mass. The lady
was born in Salem, August 22, 1830, and came to
Waukegan in 1836, when a little maiden of six
summers. She owned the ﬁrst Bible used in pub
lic in this city. Mr. Mallon continued his business
with ever increasing success until 1883, when he

laid aside all care, and retired to private life, hav
ing as the result of his own industry, enterprise
and business sagacity, acquired a large property
which enables him to live independently in his old
age. Mr. Mallon is now in the decline of life, be
ing almost eighty years of age. There are only
two older settlers of Waukegan living. The fam
ily to which he belongs, is one noted for longevity,
his mother having. reached the age of one hundred
and three years, while his grandmother died at the
age of one hundred and ﬁve. In politics in the early
days, Mr. Mallon was a stanch Abolitionist, and on
its organization joined the ranks of the Republican:
party, which he has since supported. He was
reared under the auspices of the Catholic Church,
although he is not identiﬁed with any church or
ganization.
Many years have come and gone since Mr. Mal
lon cast his lot with the early settlers of Wauke
gan. Almost half a century has rolled around.
and in that time a wonderful transformation has
taken place in the county. He has been an eye
witness of almost its entire growth and develop
ment, has aided in its upbuilding, and ever faith
fully performed his duties of citizenship. He is
now highly respected in the community where he
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has so long been identiﬁed, and it is with pleasure
that we present his sketch to the readers of this
ALBUM, by whom we kn0w it will be gladly re
ceived.

Board of Education of this city, and has done good
service in the interests of the public schools. In
the public affairs of the city he has taken an active
part. and has been liberal in aid of all worthy en
: terprises which he believed would promote the
‘ city’s welfare and the public good. As a business
man he has been successful, and is respected and
\A/ ILLIAM NEWTON KNOX, a leading gro
esteemed for his acknowledged integrity and high
cer of Waukegan, established his present
moral standing. He possesses many noble charac
business in 1881. and for ten years has car
teristics worthy of emulation, and in both business
ried on a successful trade in that line. He has the
and social circles ranks high.

-——~>s~s——

honor of being a native-born citizen of Lake

County. His parents are Edgar M. and Jane P.
(Forrow) Knox, and he was born on the 3d of Oct
ober, 1854. His education was acquired in the
High School of Waukegan, after which he entered
npon his business career as clerk in a mercantile ‘
store. where he remained from 1875 until 1878.

when he went to Janesville, \Vis., and was engaged
in the manufacture of confectionery, also carrying
on a wholesale trade in that line. He continued
business there until 1880, and the following year.
as before stated, opened a grocery house in Wau
kegan.

Mr. Knox was married on the 5th of November,
1884. the lady of his choice being Miss Mary A.
Smith. a daughter of H. K. and Harriet Smith.
They have had two children, daughters, Edith.
born December 8, 1886; and Gracie, born August

25, 1888. The latter died on the 25th of May.
1890. Both Mr. and Mrs. Knox are members of
the Christian Church. He has been active and in
fluential in church work, and is a recognized leader
in the organization to which he belongs.
In politics, Mr. Knox is a Republican. and is
now serving his third term as a member of the
Waukegan City Council. He is Secretary of the
Citizens Association of Waukegan. which position
he has held three years; also Secretary of the Lake
County Sunday-school Association, and is serving
his third year in that capacity. He also belongs to
the Waukegan Horse Owners’ Protective Associa
tion, and in that order has ﬁlled the ofﬁce of Secre—

tary since its organization, June 22, 1885. Mr.
Knox has been one of the Directors of the Wanke
gan Building and Loan Association, and is now its
Vice-President. He has also been a member of the

-—-~s*r-»s-—
HARLES HAYNES. a retired farmer resid
ing on section 5, Antioch Township, has long
been a resident of the county, dating his
settlement from 1842. It was an important day in
his life when be resolved to come West, for on the

prairies of Illinois he has met prosperity and be
come one of the substantial citizens of the com
munity.
The Haynes family is of English origin. The
father of our subject, Robert Haynes. was a Phila

delphia shoemaker, who afterward removed to
Albany County. N. Y., where he was engaged in
carding and fulling cloth. Three years later he
took up his residence in Onondaga County. N. Y.,
where he spent two years. The nine succeeding
years of his life were passed on a farm in Oswego
County. after which he removed to Onondaga
County. He was four times married. By the ﬁrst
union there was one child yet living—Sanders and
one deceased. Mary. For his second wife he mar
ried Barbara Basher, of Philadelphia. a lady of
Holland descent and unto them were born two
sons, Charles. of this sketch, and William. de

ceased. By the third marriage there was one son,
Robert, who died in California, and the fruits of
the fourth union were Betsy, John and Olive. the
last two being residents of the Empire State. Mr.
Haynes, father of this family, served his country
in the War of 1812, and in his political afﬁliations
was a Jackson Democrat. Religioust he was a
Universalist.

Our subject was born December 26, 1816, and
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was only three years of age when he was deprived
by death of a mother’s loving care. He worked
at home upon the farm until twenty-one years of
age and then entered upon his business career,
working in a salt barrel manufactory in Oswego

County. Following that pursuit for six years he
secured the means with which to come West and
establish a home in Illinois, where he believed

better advantages were afforded than could be ob
tained in the older and more thickly-settled States
on the Atlantic coast. Mr. Haynes made a claim
on sections 4 and 5, Antioch Township, Lake
County, and with the exception of two years spent
in the village of Antioch, has continuously resided
upon that farm. He had not money enough to
purchase an eighty-four acre tract but borrowed
funds, paying twenty-five per cent. interest for the
use of the money. Later he bought one hundred
and seventy-two acres. As the years went by his
ﬁnancial resources were increased as the result of
his thrift and industry. His farm comprised two
hundred and ﬁfty-six acres, though he disposed
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mourn the loss of his wife whose death occurred
on the 12th of February. at the age of sixty-ﬁve
years. She was a Spiritualist in religious belief
and well posted in the Bible as is also Mr. Haynes
whose faith is the same. He cast his ﬁrst Presi
dential vote for James G. Birney in 1840, and at
tended the Abolition convention held in Utica,
N. Y., where Fred Douglass and other prominent

leaders were present. His inﬂuence was given to
whatever tended to oppose the slavery interests
and when the Republican party was formed to pre
vent its further extension he joined its ranks. He
was elected and served one term as Coroner of the
County and held the ofﬁce of Justice of the Peace
for a period of twelve years. He is now living a
retired life, his sons attending to the farm work.

Declining age has come upon him and be well de
serves a rest from the arduous labors of the earlier
years, the competence which he acquired being
amply sufﬁcient to supply all his wants.

~¢~>se<~e-~

of one hundred acres. The well-tilled ﬁelds, com
fortable home, good barns and the many modern

improvements all tell of a busy and useful life.
It was in this county that Mr. Haynes formed
the acquaintance of Miss Maria A. Nearing, whom

he led to the marriage altar April 9,1845. She
was born February ‘22, 1824, in Onondaga County,
N. Y., and with her people came West in 1844, the
family settling in Antioch Township. They have
four sons living: Lucian M., a carpenter, resides

with his three children on the old home farm;
Charles M., of Chicago; Melvin D., who operates
the Haynes homestead; and Robert M., a mason by
trade who also lives at the old home.

Two died,

Alice R., aged nine years; and Frank W., at three
years of age. The children were all born on the
farm and under its sheltering roof grew to man
hood, becoming respected citizens of the commu
nity in which their entire lives have been spent.
Mr. Haynes is a self-made man. Whatever suc
cess he has met with in life is due to his own ef
forts. He is now well informed, but had no school
advantages and many a night to overcome this he
would sit up, reading and studying by the light of
the old ﬁreplace. In 1890 he was called upon to

HEREMIAH S'I‘OWELL, the oldest surviving

pioneer of Lake County, who has been a
I resident of the county since 1835, and of
Q’) Waukegan since 1842, was born in the town
of Waitsﬁeld, Washington County, Vt., February
28. 1807.

He is a son of Nathan and Sarah (But—

terﬁeld) Stowell. His father was born in Roxbury,
Mass, and died in McHenry County, Ill., at the
age of eighty years. His mother was a native of
Milford, N. H. The subject of our sketch is the
ninth in a family of fourteen children, eight daugh
ters and six sons, of whom all are deceased except
one sister, Mrs. Keziah Manzer, and our subject.
Mr. Stowell was the ﬁrst of his family to come to
Illinois, where he arrived in June, 1835, locating
in that part of Cook County, now Lake County,

which has since been organized as the town of Ben
ton. His parents, brothers and sisters, all of whom
were then living, followed, until eventually all
were residents of Illinois. The parents settled in
McHenry County, where they spent the remainder
of their lives.
Jeremiah Stowell located, a tract of land and
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built a cabin before the Government surveys had

been made, and discovered when the township was
laid out that he was on section 16, which was set

apart by the State as school land. He pre-empted
one hundred and twenty acres on section 20, and
bought the eighty-acre tract where he originally
settled on the school section. Mr. Stowell was

through all these years has been shaped by strict
integrity and fair dealing. llis mental faculties
are still bright, and he takes a warm interest in the
current events of the day.

~~_-*-@;N@M

married in what was known as York House, in the

town of Waukegan, on the 15th of April, 1839, to
Miss Sophia A. Porter, daughter of Jeremiah and
A. Tossa (Nichols) Porter. The lady was born in

('\

Vermont, in 1813, and came to Little Fort, now

are more worthy of mention in this volume than
our subject who was born in the State of New

Waukegan, in 1836,

She was one of a family of

twelve children, and died childless May 11, 1887.
Mr. Stowell continued on his farm until the spring
of 1842, when he removed to Waukegan, where he
has ever since resided.
In politics our subject was a Whig in early life,
and voted for William Henry Harrison for Presi
dent, and also for Henry Clay. When the Repub
lican party was .organized he joined its ranks and
voted for Fremont and Lincoln in their order of
candidacy. He has held the ofﬁce of Street Com
missioner in Wankegan, and Road Supervisor in
the county for many years, where he did good ser
vice in the way of improving the streets and high
ways. He also engaged in general teaming. In
the spring of 1850 he went to California with horse
teams, and was engaged in mining until June, 1852,
when he returned to the States by way of the Isth
mus route. Subsequent to that time he builta
gristmill in company with Hervey Stratton, and
together they did business under the ﬁrm name of
Stowell & Stratton. Their ﬁrst mill was burned,
and they erected a second one which is still stand
ing. The senior partner continued milling until
1865, when he sold out and was afterward em

ployed as Street Commissioner and in various lines
of business. Mr. and Mrs. Stowell adopted two
boys and a girl, but only one boy is now living:
Charles B. Kittredge, who married Miss Emily
Waters, and is a resident of Waukegan.
Mr. Stowell is now oVer eighty-four years of age.
Fifty-six years of his life have been spent in what
is now Lake County, 111. He has always been
known as an industrious man whose busy life has
been employed in useful pursuits, and whose course

ILLIAM ll. PLA'l‘T resides on section 12,

W Cuba Township.
\/\_

Among the prominent

and successful farmers of that town

York, July 3, 1831.

none

His father, John Platt, was a

native of Yorkshire, England, and there grew to
manhood. He received good educational advan
tages and when he began life for himself engaged
in manufacturing but having a love for theses. he
at length shipped before the mast and nrose suc
cessively step by step until he became Captain of
a vessel. He was successful in this enterprise, so
much so that at one time he was the owner of three
vessels. After coming to America he settled in
Connecticut and again engaged in manufacturing.
It was there that he became acquainted with and
married Anna Cook. a native of Dutchess County,
that State. With his wife he went to New York,
where he resided for a number of years, and in
1845 came to Illinois, locating in Chicago, where

he spent one year. On again changing his place of
residence he became a citizen of Lake County,
making his home in Cuba Township, where he
spent the remainder of his life. He passed away
in 1850, and Mrs. Platt survived her husband only
two or three years. lie was successful in accumu
lating property but through misplaced confidence
lost the greater part of his possessions. John and
Anna Platt were the parents of eight children,
three sons and ﬁve daughters, but at this writing,
in the summer of 1891, only three are living—

Cynthia, widow of Robert Harvey, resides in
Oneida County, N. Y.; Sarah, widow of Eli Run

gan, makes her home in Minneapolis, Minn.
The youngest of the family is the one in whom
the people of Lake County are especially inter
ested. He is truly a self-made man. He began
the battle of life at the age of twenty with no
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means but with a strong constitution and willing
hands. He worked by the month a number of
years, and spent two years at labor in the South,
one in Mississippi, the other in Louisiana. On the
25th of November, 1867, he led to the marriage
altar Miss Julia Bangs, one of Lake County’s fair
daughters. Her father, Mark Bangs, was a native
of Vermont and her mother, whose maiden name
was Clarissa Hubbard, was born in Massachusetts.

They came to Lake County in an early day and
settled in Wauconda. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Platt
have been born three children and the family circle
yet remains unbroken.

Anna, born January 26,

1873, is attending school at Wauconda and prepar
ing herself for teaching music, in which art she

displays considerable talent; Maudlene, born No
vember 30, 1875, is also a student in the Wauconda
schools; and Iza M., born December 1, 1878, is at

tending school in the home district.
Mr. Platt is engaged in general farming and has
a pleasant home situated in the midst of a valuable
and well-improved tract of land. He has always
affiliated with the Republican party but has never
aspired to ofﬁcial honors, preferring to devote his
entire attention to his business interests.

lie is

opposed to secret societies and therefore holds
membership with no civic orders. Although Mr.
and Mrs. Platt are not members of any church
they contribute liberally to religious and benevo
lent enterprises. He has been very successful in
life. Their comfortable home is the abode of hos
pitality and they and their daughters enjoy the re
spect and esteem of a large circle of friends.

‘JARTHOLOMEW A. TIERNAN, who is
. engaged in the dairy business at Wanke
J' gan, was born in Bettystown, County
\
Meath, Ireland, in 1824, and is the son of
Thomas and Bridget (Dalton) Tiernan. His fath
er was born in Dublin and his mother’s birth oc
curred near that city. In the old country Thomas
'l‘iernan worked as a fruit gardener, but in 1827 he
bade good-by to his old home and with his wife
and twelve children sailed for America. They
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crossed the Atlantic to Canada, and lived near
Montreal for some three years, after which they

removed to Michigan where Mr. Tiernan acquired
one hundred and sixty acres of land within six
miles of Detroit. This farm he sold in 1835 at $9
per acre, and the same year journeyed to Chicago
ia a prairie schooner drawn by oxen. It was late
in the autumn and the roads were very muddy, so
that nearly six weeks were consumed in making
the trip between the two places. The winter was
spent in Chicago, and the following spring the
family moved to Lake County where the father
purchased a claim of one hundred and sixty acres
near Waukegan, after entering the same from the
Government. Both parents were members of the
Catholic Church, and both died in Waukegan, the
husband at the age of seventy-six years and his
wife when eighty years of age.
Bartholomew was their tenth child. He was only
three years of age when brought by his parents to
America. He received a limited education in the
old-time log schoolhouse, and was reared in the
usual manner of farmer lads. beginning work as
soon as he was old enough to reach the plow-han
dles. At the age of eighteen he went to Chicago,
where he worked for seven years in the employ of
Archibald Clibourn, in the butchering business. In
1850 he was united in marriage with Miss Marga
ret Duff, the wedding ceremony taking place in the
city where he was employed. The lady was born
in Queens County, Ireland, and when a young
maiden accompanied a neighbor to the United
States. After living for a time in New York. she
came on to Chicago where she formed the acquaint
ance of Mr. Tiernan and gave him her hand in
marriage. Their children are as follows: Thomas;
Ellen, wife of John Merriam; Bridget, Edward,
John, Ann, wife of Thomas Tirrell; James and

Hugh, twins; Maggie and Mary.
Mr. and Mrs. Tiernan began their domestic life
in this county, locating at their present home which
is situated within the corporation limits of Wanke

gan. He is n0w the owner of one hundred and
two acres of valuable land. He devoted his ener
gies to general farming and stock-raising until
1884, when he embarked in the dairy business, and
for that purpose keeps about twenty-ﬁve cows. lle
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now has a ﬂourishing trade which is constantly
increasing and which yields him a good income.
Politically he is a Democrat and has been honored
with a number of local ofﬁces. He was a member
of the County Board of Supervisors for six years,
was Commissioner of Highways for eighteen years,
was Alderman of Waukegan for six years in form
er days, and is now again holding that position.
His fellow-townsmen regard him as a worthy and
valued citizen, and the conﬁdence and trust which

they repose in him have never been betrayed. He
and his family are all members of the Catholic
Church. Mr. Tiernan began life with small capi
tal, but as ﬁnancial resources increased he made

judicious investments, and the rise in real estate
has made him a wealthy man.

(ii, EORGE S. WHEELER, M. D., a pioneer of

(— Chicago, and one of the honored early set
tlers of Lake County, came to Illinois in
1836. On the lst of June of that year he arrived
in the metrOpolis of the State and after residing
there ﬁve years came to Lake County, in February,

advanced age. He was born in 1803. The wife
and mother is still living. She was born June 1,
l806,and is now in her eighty-ﬁfth year. They
had three children, of whom Dr. George S. is the
eldest. Mary C., the only daughter was born in
1831, married Hazen Hoyt, and died in Lamar,
Iowa, in April, 1882. Hiram Clement, who was

born May 10, 1835, married Miss Kate Dennis, of
San Francisco, Cal., and resides in ()debolt. Iowa.

He was the nominee of the Republican party in
that State for the ofﬁce of Governor in 1891.
The subject of this sketch attended school in
his native town and after coming West pursued his
studies in a private school in Chicago, and the
public schools of Lake County. He determined to
make the practice of medicine his life work and to
ﬁt himself for the profession entered Rush Medi
cal College of Chicago, from which he was grad
uated m the class of '50. He began practice in
Lake county. and three years later removed to
Kane County where he continued in his chosen
profession. In 1856 he came to Waukegan, aban
doned his profession and engaged in his present
business, that of stationer and book-seller. Dr.
Wheeler was married in St. Charles, lll., in Feb
ruary, 1850, to Miss Mary Condie Howe, who was

Merrimae

born in I’awtucket, R. I., in 1829, and came to

County, N. 11., February 5, 1828, and is the eldest

Illinois in 1839 with her father, Rev. Elbridge G.
Howe, a minister of the Congregational Church.

1841.

He was born

in

Hopkinton,

child of John S. and Clarissa P. (Pearson) Wheeler,
both of whom were born in Hopkinton and de
scended from old New England families. The pa
ternal great-grandfather of the Doctor fought in
the Indian wars during the early history of this
country, and the mother's family also dates its
origin in New England back to Colonial days.
Both were of English extraction.
The ﬁrst few years of his life our subject spent
in his native State and when a lad of eight suin
mers accompanied his parents on their emigration
to the Wild West, of which Chicago was then only
a frontier hamlet, not yet incorporated as a town.

The family there settled on the 1st of June, and
after ﬁve years removed to Lake County, locating
on a farm which was situated about two miles south
of Libertyville. The father entered land from the
Government and made that place his home until
his death, which occurred February 2, 1881, at an

Unto them have been born ﬁve children, a son and

four daughters, of whom three daughters are liv
ing—Fannie L., wife of George B. Warren, died
July 2, 1886; Josephine is the wife of Edwin C.
Crawford, a practicing attorney of Chicago, resid

ing in Waukegan; Mary C. is the wife of Rev. Dr.
Edward H. Curtis, pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church of Lincoln, Neb.; George, the only son,

(lied in October, 1884, at the age of twenty-two
years: Clara P., the youngest, is the wife of Charles
F. Ingalls, and resides in Waukegan.
Dr. Wheeler’s family are all members of the
Presbyterian Church. In politics the Doctor is a
Republican, with prohibition sympathies.
The
only time he ever yielded to temptation to run for
public ofﬁce was on one occasion when he became
the temperance candidate for Mayor of Waukegan
and lost the election by fourteen votes. He is a.
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Knight Templar Mason, belonging to Waukegan
Lodge, No. 78, A. F. (i: A. M.; Waukegan Chap
ter, No. 4!. R. A. M.; Waukegan Commandery,
No. 12, K. T.; and the Chicago Consistory, No. 1,
of Chicago. Dr. Wheeler has now been in his
present business in Waukegan for thirty-ﬁve years.
He is remarkably well preserved and has enjoyed
such excellent health that, had it been absolutely
necessary, there has been no day in these thirty
ﬁve years that he could not have attended to his
business at the store. It is ﬁfty-ﬁve years since
he became a citizen of Illinois and a half century
has passed since he settled in Lake County. As a
pioneer of the earliest class, the Doctor enjoys an
extended acquaintance in this county and North
eastern Illinois. His genial manner and uniformly
upright and honorable course in life has won him
universal respect and many warm friends.
_
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with that and later joined the ranks of the Repub
lican party. He has held a number of ofﬁcial po
sitions. In New York he served as Township and
School Inspector and since coming West has been
Justice of the Peace twelve years and Township
Clerk for many years, besides ﬁlling other minor
positions. He still holds the ofﬁce of Notary Pub
lic.

He has been a Mason since 1851, and has

served as Secretary of the local lodge for over
twenty years. On the 25th of February, 1891, he
was called upon to mourn the death of his wife
who was a consistent member of the Christian
Church. Although seventy-one years of age Mr.
Marvin is still rugged in appearance and his mental
faculties are still undimmed by time. He has lived
to see his children become useful men and women
of whom he may well be proud. The eldest of
the family is our subject, who is followed by Frank
lin 13.; Mary G. is the wife of C. C. Morrill; Emma
J. is the wife of Francis R. Tripp; and Nellie S.
completes the family.
The history of M. W. Marvin’s life is as follows:
He was born in Orleans County, N. Y., September
5, 1848, and was reared to farm life, attending the

‘ Lake County and a leading citizen of Wau
kegan, is a representative of one of the
early families of this community. His father,
Stephen W. Marvin, was born June 7, 1820, in

Truxton, Cortland County, N. Y., where he re
sided until eleven years of age and then went to
Sullivan, Madison County. His educational ad
vantages were such as the old subscription schools
atforded but by diligent application he prepared
himself for teaching and at the age of nineteen
entered upon the duties of that calling. In Or
leans County, N. Y., on the 26th of April, 1846,
he married Miss 'I‘riphena Briggs, a native of Madi
son County, born in 1824. Three years later they
started Westward and cast their lot with the early
settlers of De Kalb County, Ill., locating on a tract

of land which Mr. Marvin had secured in 1846.
He had also visited Illinois in 1843 but did not
make a permanent location until the date above
given. Upon his arrival in this county he settled
near llaincsville where he still makes his home.
Mr. Marvin cast his ﬁrst vote for Polk but upon
the rise of the Abolition party became identiﬁed

common schools prior to the war. On the 8th of
December, 1863, though only ﬁfteen years of age
he oﬁered his services to his country, enlisting in
Company E, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. He was
in some twelve or ﬁfteen engagements with "bush
whackers” in Missouri, Arkansas, Indian Territory

and Kansas. At Rocheport, Mo., August 20, 1864,
he was wounded. Having remained in Fayette
and Macon, Mo. until December 3, 1864, he was

sent to the general hospital in St. Louis, but in the
early part of 1865 reported to lus command for
duty. He spent some time in the Quartermaster’s
department at Lawrence, Kan., and was then in the

department headquarters at Leavenworth, Kan.,
where he was also clerk in the provost marshal's
ofﬁce.
Having returned to Springﬁeld, he was
discharged on the 29th of November, 1865.
Immediately thereafter Mr. Marvin entered the
Soldiers’ College in Fulton, Ill., and took a ﬁve
years' scientiﬁc course, from which he graduated
in 1871. After teaching awhile in the Hainesville
school he merchandised ﬁve years and then re
turned to his old profession. For ten years he
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hold the position of principal of the Lake Forest
schools. Such had become his reputation as an
educator that he was elected by an independent
vote to fill the unexpired term of Peter Fisher who
had resigned as County Superintendent of Schools.
In November, 1890, he was re-elected to the same

position. His ﬁrst election was by a majority of
sixty-one votes and his last election was unani
mous. Politically he is a Republican though not a
strong partisan and socially is an Odd Fellow and
is a charter member of Waukegan Post, No. 374,
G. A. R., of which he was J. Y. C. in 1887. and is
now serving his third term as Adjutant.
On the 22d of April, 1876, in Richmond, 111.,

Mr. Marvin was united in marriage with Miss
Emma A. Slusser, a native of New YOI‘K, and by
their union have been born the following children:
Claude M., Maud 111., Stephen A. who died in his
third year; Hazel, and Emma Dot, who died in the

second year of her age. Mr. Marvin is recognized
as an able and efﬁcient educator and the schools of
the county, under his supervision, are being graded
and put in the best working order.

1887, having long survived his wife, who also died

in Vermont when about twenty eight years of age.
The early life of Dr. Quincy was passed upon
his father’s farm and previous to the age of eight
he attended the district schools of the neighbor
hood. He then pursued a three years' course of
study in the Troy Conference Academy at Poult
ney. Rutland County, \'t. This completed his lit
erary education, as far as school training was
concerned, but like many poor, yet ambitious boys,

he applied himself arduously to his studies and
made marked improvements by his own efforts.
He is a well-informed man who keeps posted upon
all matters of general interest as well as on political
questions. From the age of twelve until thirty
ﬁve years he was engaged at work upon the farm.
From early youth it was his desire to make the
medical profession his life-work, but his father was
in failing health and be sacriﬁced his own wishes
that he might give his care and labor to him.
At length he commenced reading under the direc
tion of Dr. 11. [1. Hill, an eminent and successful

practitioner, with whom he remained as a student
for two years, when he entered the Bennett Eclectic
College of Chicago, from which institution he was

\lI.LIAM CARLOS QUINCY, M. 1)., who
W is one of the rising and successful mem
bers of the medical profession in Lake
County, is engaged in practice in Wauconda, was
born in Burlington, Vt., August 14, 1848, and
comes of an honored family of New England, the
Quincys of the Old Bay State. He is the only
child of Henry C. and Macia (Holbrook) Quincy.
His father was born in the Green Mountain State,

in 1819, and was reared to agricultural pursuits
which he followed throughout his entire life in
connection with teaching. He was mainly self
edueated, his scholastic training consisting of a
course in the common schools and in an academy
but through his Own etforts he became a well-in
formed man. In political sentiment he was a Re
publican during the latter part of his life. His
death occurred in the State of his nativity in May,

graduated with honor in a class of about forty in
March, 1889. He then located in the city of Chi
cago but after about eight months came to Wau
conda in January, 1890, and has here since engaged
in practice.
'
While living upon the farm Dr. Quincy was uni
ted in marriage with Mary A. Owen, a native of
Irasburg, Vt., born December 21, 1855.

The mar

riage was celebrated June 21, 1884, and unto them
have been born two children, both now deceased.

Mrs. Quincy's father, Charles Owen; was also a
native of Vermont, born in Chittenden County, in

1823, and was a farmer by occupation. By dili
gence, economy and perseverance he acquired a
competence but is now living a retired life. _
After his marriage Dr. Quincy followed farming
until he could carry out his long-cherished desire
of studying medicine. He is ayoung physician,
who has had obstacles to overcome, but his gen
tlemauly bearing, his skill and ability have won
for him the esteem and conﬁdence of all and se
cured him a liberal patronage. His career thus far
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since coming to Wauconda has been very bright.
his success most excellent and his practice is con
stantly increasing in volume. He is an honored
member of the Illinois State Eclectic Medical So
ciety, and an honorary member of the State Eclectic
Medical Society of Wisconsin. He has a comfortable
property in Wauconda and he and his estimable wife
enjoy a wide and extended acquaintance. having
many warm friends who hold them in high regard
for their many excellencies of character and their
SOcial qualities. We predict for Dr. Quincy a bril
liant and successful future.

“aﬁl‘i‘swc==o
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opened and he oﬂ'ered his services as porter, a po
sition which be ﬁlled for three years, when he sev
ered his business connection with the East and in
1839 started for Illinois. At length he arrived in
Little Fort and purchased one hundred and forty
acres of land in Waukegan Township, also a one

hundred and eighty-acre tract in Rock County,
Wis. He then returned to the East and resumed
his old position in the Astor House,where he spent
the succeeding year. In 1841 be located perma
nently in Lake County, bringing with him to his
new home his parents and other members of the
family.
I
Mr. Cone came to the West a single man and
after a few years chose as a companion on life’s
journey Miss Eliza Walter, who was born in Kings

\\£\ AMUEL CONE, one of the proprietors of
the Opera House of Waukegan, takes rank
among the enterprising business men of that
city, whose rapid growth and prosperity
are due to such energetic spirits. He was born in

States when a young woman. They were married
October 10, 1853, and unto them were born four
children: Sophia A., wife of George Beslcy, of Me

Oneida County. N.Y., near Utica, October 14, 1815,

Mary E. who is at home, and Walter who died in

and is a son of Henry and Sophia (Smith) Cone.
Ilis father was born and reared in Dutchess County,

infancy.

N. Y., and his mother was born near New Haven,

Conn. Having married they emigrated to Oneida
County, where he supported his family by daily
labor.

He was drafted into the War of 1812, but

peace was declared before he arrived at the scene
of operation. In 1841, accompanied by his wife
and children he came to'this county and now lies
buried in Oakwood Cemetery at Waukcgan. He
reached the advanced age of four-score years and
his wife was eighty-two years old at the time of
her death. In their family were eight children.
four sons and four daughters. but only three are
now living, namely: Samuel; Charles F., who re
sides in Idaho, and Mrs. H. W. Wickham. of Lake
City, Minn.

Our subject was the second child and in the
usual manner of farmer lads his boyhood days were
spent.
His educational advantages were very
meagre and throughout life he has been dependent
upon his OWn resources. In 1836, having attained
to mature years. he went to New York City where
he spent three months working in a restaurant for
83 per week. The Astor House was just then being

ton, a suburb of London, and came to the United

Henry; Sarah E, wife of J. W. Carter, of Erie, 1’a..

The mother of this family, who was a

member of the Episcopal Church died in the sum
mer of 1859. On the 4th of April. 1861, Mr. Cone
was again married, his second union being with
Mrs. Mary Hall, who was born in Genesee County.
N. Y., February 21, 1828, and is a daughter of
Samuel J. and Clarissa (Ford) Grannis. who emi
grated from Genesee County, N. Y., and in 1836 lo

cated in Chicago where both died, the father in his
eightieth year and the mother in the prime of life.
Mrs. Cone is the youngest of their nine children,

four of whom are yet living. By her ﬁrst marriage
she had a. daughter—Hemline, who is now the wife
of L. F. Lindsay, of St. Louis.
Mr. Cone cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Henry Clay and supported the Whig party until
the rise of the Republican party, with which hehas
since affiliated. His wife is a member of the Meth
odist Church. Having lived upon the farm until
1862 they removed to Waukegan, which has been
their home continuously since.

He has succeeded

in his business ventures, thereby acquiring a com
fortable competence and as before stated is regarded
as one of the public-spirted and progressive men of
the city. For twenty years he has been connected
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with the Phenix Opera House, which is valued at
$20,000, and of which he is now half owner. His
business sagacity and ability have won him pros
perity and his undoubted integrity and fair dealing
have gained him the conﬁdence of the entire com
munity.

-=%=
~ILLIAM STEWART SEARLS, deceased,
W was for thirty-seven years a prominent
j
member of the Lake County bar and was
well and favorably known not only in this county,
but throughout Northern Illinois and Southern
Wisconsin. He was a native of Washington County,
N. Y., born in Ft. Ann, August 17, 1820, and was

lineal descendant of Jeremiah Searls, who with
two brothers emigrated from England to America
during the early history of the Colonies. Jeremiah
settled in New York, where Abram, the father of
our subject, was born. Abram Searls was twice

married and by his ﬁrst wife had ﬁve children.
His second wife was Hannah Vaughn, and their
union was blessed with a family of fourteen chil
dren, William Stewart being the eldest.
When nine years of age our subject left his
childhood’s home and for twenty-one years he
did not again cross its threshold. Beginning life’s
battle at such a tender age, it may well be sur
mised that his educational advantages were limited.
But by working hard during the summer months
and attending the district school in the winter he
acquired sufﬁcient education to enable him to
teach, which he did long before reaching his ma
jority. In 1838 he emigrated to Michigan and
worked in the harvest ﬁelds, taught school, etc.,

until he accumulated a small sum of money when
he entered the ofﬁce of one of the leading law ﬁrms
of Ann Arbor where he diligently applied himself
until 1846, when he went to Detroit and after a

careful and thorough examination was admitted
to the bar. One year later he went to Chicago,
but fearing that the profession there was over
crowded and he would not be able to make that
success which it was his ambition to gain, he came
to Waukegan and at once formed a partnership

with C. P. Ferry, the present Governor of the State

of Washington. The partnership continued but a
short time and he ever afterward practiced alone.
Soon after locating in Waukegan be commenced
to prepare himself a home. With his own hands he
cleared away the timber, dug the cellar and then
had a house erected. He further completed his
arrangements for a home by going to Ann Arbor
and returning with a bride. This was in Novem
ber, 1850. The young bride was Miss Emily Cuth
burt, daughter of Dr. John Cuthburt, an eminent

physician of Michigan. The house in which they
ﬁrst lived and which was their only home in Wau
kegan is yet in possession of their daughter, their
only child, now Mrs. Fanny (Searls) Gradle. Mrs.
Gradle was born in Waukegan, and received her
primary education in the schools of that city. En
tering the Northwestern University of Evanston,
she was graduated therefrom in 187l, and from the
Medical Department of Michigan University at
Ann Arbor in 1877. She became the wife of Dr.
Harvey Gradle, an oeulist of Chicago where they
reside in winter, their summer home still being in
Waukegan. Mrs. Gradle and her son Harry are
the only representatives of that honored pioneer
family. After nearly four years of happy wedded
life Mrs. Searls died in the month of June, 1854.

Mr. Searls never again married but centered his
affections upon their only child. Ile died thirty
years later on the 7th of June, 1884.
On locating at \Vaukegan. although but a young
man, Mr. Searls at once'arose to an enviable posi
tion at the bar and his advice and services were
much sought after. He was a man of ﬁne address,
an excellent speaker. and of exceptional influence
before a jury, which fact made him well adapted
for criminal practice. To the day of his death, it
is said. there was scarcely a case of importance in
the Lake County courts but that he was on one
side or the other.

For four years he served as at

torney for the St. Louis & Cairo Narrow Guage
Railroad Company, with headquarters at St. Louis,
and during the same time was secretary and treas
urer of the company.

However, he continued in

his residence in “’aukegan.
Politically, Mr. Searles was an old-line Demo
crat and was deeply grounded in the principles of
that party. He was a personal friend and a great
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admirer of Stephen A. Douglas. On the stump he
was a capital speaker, and if he had turned his at
tention in that way he would doubtless have at
tained renown as a politician and statesman. In
connection with his profession he was largely inter
ested in farming and stock-raising, but gave his
attention to these matters more for a diversion
than for the proﬁt to him in the business.

He was,

however, remarkably successful in his ﬁnancial af
fairs and amassed quite a fortune. Personally, he
cared nothing for outward show and went but lit
tle in society. During business hours he was always
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settler of this county.
She was born in New
York and died in June, 1871.
During the
progress of the late Civil War Mr. Williams re
sponding to his country’s call for troops, enlisted
at St. Charles, Ill.,0n the 18th of September, 1861,

as a member of Company M, Eight Illinois Cav
alry.

He participated in all the engagements of his

company until the ﬁrst day of the battle chettys
burg when he was injured by agun-shot wound in
the left arm, which necessitated the amputation of
the member near the shoulder. He was forced to
remain three months in the hospital and was then

in the privacy of his home. He was strong in his
likes and dislikes. As expressed by one who was
intimately acquainted with him, “if he liked a man

discharged on account of physical disability.
During his term of service Mr.Williams participated
in a number of important engagements including
the siege of Yorktown, the battle of Williams

no favor that he could show would be withheld;

burg, the seven days battle before Richmond,

he would inconvenience himselftodo him afavor.”
The death of no man in the community was more
sincerely mourned than that of William S. Searls,

cluding the battle of Chickahominy. Peach Orchard
and Savage Station. Later came the battles of.
Malvern Hill, Antietam, Sharpsburg, Ashby’s Gap,

Lake County’s most eminent attorney.

South Mountain, Boonesboro, Fredricksburg, Bev

to be found in his ofﬁce or in court; at other times

WW
‘ OHN WILLIAMS. light-house keeper at
Waukegan, has held that position since May,
1865, being appointed to the ofﬁce by Pres
_ / ident Lincoln in March of that year. He is
a well known citizen of this community and his
sketch will therefore be of interest to many of our
readers.

He was born in Denbighshi-re,

North

Wales, May 1, 1820, and is a son of John and El
eanor (Edwards) Williams. who were also natives
of North Wales. At the age of twenty-two years
he emigrated to America, crossing the Atlantic to

New York. For two years after his arrival he
made his home in Seneca County, N. Y., where he
engaged in farming and then resumed his Westward
journey, traveling toward the setting sun until the
lst of June, 1844, when he halted in Lake County,
Ill. He bought land in the town of Shields, near
Lake Forest and began farming, experiencing the
usual hardships of frontier life.
On the 15th of December, 1855,

Mr.

Williams

was united in marriage with Miss Amanda ()strau
der, the daughter of H. P. ()strander, _an early

in

erley’s Ford, Chancelloi'sville and Gettysburg. He
also took part in other cavalry engagements and
skirmishes. He was a valiant soldier, ever found
at his p0st of duty and never left his station until
wounded and carried from the ﬁeld of battle.
Mr. Williams was again married on the 2nd of
December, 1871, near Lake Forest, 111., to Miss

Helen Wheeler. a daughter of John and Catherine
H. Wheeler, and a native of Cook County, Ill.
They are parents of seven children now living and
have lost one, Nellie, their eldest daughter and
second child, Who died at the age of sixteen years.

The survivors are John, who was born in 1874;
George W.. ﬁfteen years old; \Villiam T., aged
thirteen; Hugh E., aged eleven; lda A., aged nine;
Robert L., aged ﬁve; and Benjamin 1]., three years
old. All were born in Waukegan.
On his return from the army Mr. Williams re
sumed his farm work which he carried on until ap
pointed to the position of lighthouse keeper in
March, 1865. His long continued service in that
place is a high compliment to his efﬁciency and
faithfulness. In politics he is a Republican with
strong prohibition sentiments and he and his wife
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mr. Williams also belongs to Waukegan Post, No.
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dependent Order of Good Templars.
He has
proved a trustworthy man in every position he has
held, both military and civil, and is highly respect
ed among his fellow-citizens. Our subject is the
founder of his family in America and in coming
years his descendants may look with pride upon
their ancestor, while with pleasure they peruse this

farmer, and the same qualiﬁcations which brought
him success as an agricultnrist have made him a
prosperous man in the commercial circles. When
he reached Kenosha his capital had been reduced
to $l0, but he steadily worked his way upward,
and now ranks among the substantial citizens of
Waukegan.
The family circle comprises Mr. and Mrs. Mead

brief sketch of his life.

and three children, all of whom are residents of

374. G. A. R., and has been a member of the In

BENEZER MEAD, a dealer in groceries,
i—E ﬂour, feed, salt. hay and coal,does the lead

Lj ing business in his line in Waukegan. When
he embarked in the enterprise here, it was predicted
that he. would “go to the wall” within three months,

but sixteen years of successful and ever increasing
business. have ﬁrmly established his capability as a
man of affairs. He is a native of VVestchester
County, N. Y., born June 10, 1832, and in the
same State his parents, Solomon and Nancy (Fer
ris) Mead, were also born. The mother died in
New York, in the prime of womanhood. Late in
life the father came to Waukegan, where he spent

the remainder of his days, dying at the age of
eighty-two years.

In their family were six chil

dren, of whom four are now living, two sons and
two daughters, Ebenezer being the ﬁfth in order of
birth. Having worked on his father’s farm until
past twenty years of age he commenced his career
by assuming the responsibilities of a married man.
In the month of September, 1852, he was joined in
wedlock with Miss Mary McNeal, a native of Col

umbia County, N. Y., who has since been his c0m~
panion and helpmate on life’s journey.
The young couple began their domestic life in
Columbia County, and two years later removed to
Wayne County, N. Y., where they resided until 1857,
when they began their \Vestward journey. Their
ﬁrst place of residence in the Mississippi Valley was
in KenOsha County, Wis, where Mr. Mead procured
a farm and engaged in agricultural pursuits for
eighteen years or until 1875. when he came to Wau
kegan to engage in merchandising.

A man of

thrifty and enterprising habits, he succeeded as a

Wankegan. Elizabeth is the wife of L. R. Husted;
and Ida is the wife of L. H. Rice. while Alice, the
youngest, is yet at home. In politics Mr. Mead is
a Republican, but is not hampered by party ties,
holding himself free to support the man whom he
thinks will best ﬁll the ofﬁce. The only ofﬁcial
position which he has ﬁlled is that of Township
Clerk, having served as such in Wisconsin. He
cares nothing for political preferment, desiring
rather to give his entire attention to his business
interests and the enjoyment of the pleasures of the
home.

—~r<aez-—
LBERT KAPPLE, who is engaged in gen
eral farming on section 35, Avon Town
Li ship, claims New York as the State of his
nativity, his birth having occurred in
Chautauqua County, September 16, 1811. His
father. Thomas Kapple, was a native of Connecti

cut and there spent his early life.

four brothers.

He was one of

James, the eldest, was a Congrega

tional minister and a farmer. He married and
reared a family, and on emigrating to the West lo
cated in Iowa. where he died some years ago. Ray
was a Connecticut farmer, and Harry married and
lived upon a farm in the same State. Thomas
Kapple wedded Ruth Lock and shortly afterward
removed from Connecticut to New York. settling
in Chautauqua County. He served for a time in
the War of 1812. He was a tanner and currier by
trade, and owned a farm of sixty acres. which he
improved and operated. By his marriage the fol
lowing children were born: Sidney A., who was a
shoemaker by trade and died a number of years
ago in New York; Durham who was a carpenter by
trade and came to Lake County in 1849, where he
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became owner of a forty-acre farm, died in Septem
ber, 1889, leaving a wife and two sons; John, who

is also a carpenter by trade, resides in Chicago
with his three daughters, his wife being now de
ceascd; George, :1. Pennsylvania farmer, has a fain

ily of two children; Joanna is the wife of Hiram
Felton, a farmer of the Buckeye State, by whom
she has three children, a daughter and two sons,
one of whom is on the home farm, and the other

engaged in the real-estate business in Chicago;
Elizabeth married and died many years ago in the
Empire State; Charles is a resident farmer of Jas
per County, Iowa.
Albert Kapple, whose name heads this sketch,
acquired his education in the common schools of
New York, and at the age of twenty-nine years
came West, locating in Lake County in 1842. He
entered one hundred and twenty acres of land,
broke some ground that season, sowed ﬁve acres of
winter wheat and then returned to Ohio. This
county was then in its primitive condition, being
sparsely~ settled and giving little promise of the
wonderful development which would soon trans
form it into one of the leading counties of North
eastern Illinois.

In April, 1843, after his return to

Ohio, Mr. Kapple and Miss Cordelia Simmons were
married, The bridal tour of the young couple con
sisted of a trip to the new home which he had pre
pared for his wife. In a log house which had just
been completed, they began their domestic life in
true pioneer style, and shared in the usual experi
ences of those who make homes on the frontier.
For a time it was a struggle to secure a livelihood,
and new land does not at once yield a ready return
for the care and labor bestowed upon it. Many
times Mr. Kapple has hauled his wheat to Chicago,
adistance of forty miles and then only received
ﬁfty-ﬁve cents per bushel for it, but prosperity
at length smiled upon his efforts and from time to
time he was enabled to extend the boundaries of
his farm until it now comprises two hundred and

twenty-ﬁve acres of choice land, and yields an in
come sufﬁcient for all his wants.
On the 17th of November, 1890, Mrs. Kapple
was called to her ﬁnal rest. At her death she left a
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daughters born to this worthy couple, as follows:
Sidney, who married an Iowa lady, and owned a
farm in this county, died February 11, 1890, in
the forty-fourth year of his age, leaving a wife and
ﬁve children. He was a member of the Methodist
Church, and a worthy citizen; George, a resident

farmer of Avon Township, married Augusta Van
Duser, by whom he had two children, one now de

ceased; Edwin who is engaged in agricultural pur
suits in Hickory, Wis., wedded Mary Ryan of
Waukegan, and has six children; Mortimer mar
ried Hattie Potter, and owns a farm of two hundred

and forty acres on which he carries on an exten
sive dairy business. Lyman whose family con
sists of himself, wife and three children, is engaged

in farming in Utah. His wife was Mattie Simons
before marriage; William M., the youngest mar
ried Sarah Frazier and has two children, and oper
ates the old home farm; with him the father makes

his home.
In his political afﬁliations Mr. Kapple is a Dem
ocrat. He has always taken an active part in every
thing pertaining to the advancement and welfare
of the county and its interests, and is a highly re

spected citizen. His long life has been well and
worthily spent in business pursuits, and by the ex
ercise of industry, perseverance and natural saga

city he has accumulated a comfortable competency.
Socially he is a member of Rising Sun Lodge, No.
115, A. F. dz A. M., of Haiuesville, with which he

has been connected for many years.

dairy business on Judge Blodgctt’s farm
on section 16, Shields Township, was born
/l in New York in 1843, and is the third son
of James II. and Anna Maria Miller, a sketch of
whom is given elsewhere in this work. He was a
lad of only nine summers when he came with his
parents to Lake County. where he has since re
sided. As the family was quite large, and his fa
ther's means very limited, he had to begin the

husband, children and a wide circle of friends to

battle of life when quite young.

mourn her loss.

out to work upon a farm, which occupation he fol

There were six sons and two

lIe was bound
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lowed until he was eighteen years of age, when he
enlisted in Company G, of the Ninety-sixth Illinois
Regiment. He served his country faithfully for
three years, and took part in a number of hard
fought battles, including the engagements at Chick
amauga and Lookout Mountain. The last year of
his term he was detailed on special duty. Fortu
nately he escaped without wounds, and was honor
ably discharged in 1864.
Returning to his home, Mr. Miller once more re
sumed farming. 0n the 23d of February, 1869,
he married Miss Eliza Palmer, a native of England,

born in Northampton. Lincolnshire, and a daugh
ter of Matthew and Eliza Palmer, natives of Eng
land, who with their family came to America in
1856, and took up their residence in Waukegan.

About a year later the father died, but the mother
survived until 1875, when she too passed away.
They were the parents of nine children. and with
the exception of two all are yet living. Three
brothers are residents of Waukegan, one is living
in the town of Avon, a sister is also living in Wau
kegan, and another sister makes her home with our
subject.
For the past twenty-two years, Mr. Miller has
carried on Judge Blodgett’s dairy farm on section
16, Shields Township. He has made a specialty
of the raising of Ayrshire cattle. With the help
of his wife he has made and marketed immense
quantities of butter of a very ﬁne grade, for which
he received the highest market price. For some
time past however. he has sold milk, and ﬁnds it a
paying business. The fact of his having been on
Judge Blodgett's farm for twenty-two years in suc
cession is the highest evidence of his honesty and
uprightness, and also of his success as a dairy
farmer. He has found in his wife an efﬁcient as
sistant, and the dairy has a neat and most inviting
appearance.
‘
Unto this worthy couple have been born an in
teresting family of children, two sons and two
daughters: Stella, who is now ten years of age;
\Varren, aged eight years; Cyrus, aged six years;
and Emeline E., the youngest, and the pet of the
household, is three years of age.

The oldest three

children are now attending school. The Miller
family have long been identiﬁed with the history

of this county, and have proved themselves worthy
citizens. For their country they have also done
eﬂ'ective service, and no more faithful soldier could

be found in the ranks than Reuben Miller.
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Q7DHOMAS BOWLES, deceased, was born in

County Sligo, Ireland, and when a young
\1/ man came to America. He ﬁrst located in
Canada, afterward removing to Buffalo, N. Y.,and
subsequently became a resident of Illinois. His
occupation was that of farming, which he followed
until coming to Waukegan. About 1841, he came
to Lake County and took up a claim in the town of
Warren, entering the land from the Government.
It is still in possession of his family.
On the 8th of April, 1850, Mr. Bowles was joined
in wedlock with Miss Mary Kelley, who was born
in New York City, in December, 1834, and is a

daughter of Patrick and Bridget (Dougherty) Kel
ley, both of whom were natives of County Sligo,
Ireland.

In 1832, her father crossed the Atlantic

to America, and for ﬁve years made his home in

New York City.

The year 1837 witnessed his ar

rival in Illinois. He worked on the Illinois Canal
until he had earned enough to buy a claim, when
he invested his money in land in \Varren Town
ship, entering the same from the Government. His
industry and perseverance developed the tract into
a good farm, and he became a successful agricul
turist. 110th he and his wife were members of the
Catholic Church. The latter died on the old home
stead at the age of sixty-two years, and the death
of Mr. Kelley occurred in Waukegan, at the age of
seventy-eight years. In their family were ﬁve
children, four of whom are yet living, namely:
Mrs. Bowles; James; Catherine, wife of Michael
Connelly, of Chicago; and Peter, who served three

years in the late war, and is now a. resident of
Texas.
Upon his marriage, Mr. Bowles removed to his

farm, continuing its cultivation for about a year.
when he went to Waukegan and embarked in the

grocery business, which he followed until his death.
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In politics he was a supporter of Democratic prin
ciples, and served one term as City Alderman, in

1858, but caring nothing for public preferment, he
refused to longer ﬁll the ofﬁce. He was a success
ful business man, and in connection with his farm

of one hundred and sixty acres, he owned his store
and other valuable city property. He started in
the world without a dollar, and worked his way
upward to a position of affluence. For fourteen
years after his death, Mrs. Bowles had the store car
ried on by Patrick Connolly, who purchased the
stock in 1884. Mr. Bowles died on the 19th of
July, 1871. He was a man well liked by every
one, both in business and social circles, and his

death was mourned by many friends.
Mr. and Mrs. Bowles were the parents of six
children: Ellen, who died at the age of twenty-two
years; Eliza, at home; Catherine, who died at the

age of twenty-two months; Mary, wife of John
Michaels, of Waukegan, by whom she has one child,
Mary E.; Catherine died aged seventeen months;

and John died when sixteen months old. The sur
viving members of the family are all identiﬁed
with the Catholic Church. They still reside in
Waukegan, where they have a pleasant home.
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wedded Maria Miller who bore him three children,
two sons and a daughter. In 1848, his second wife
passed away. and the year following he wedded Mrs.
Polly Swain. This union was also blessed with the
birth of two sons and a daughter. In 1853 Mr.
Jacob Montgomery removed to Bradford, Chicka
saw County, Iowa, and a few years later to Nashua,
of the same county. He died there May 22, 1866,
having survived all his wives.
Caleb Montgomery was a child of the ﬁrst mar
riage. He was a lad of thirteen summers when he
came with his parents to Lake County. His edu
cation was conﬁned to the district schools, which at
that time were very inferior. On the 8th of August,
1855, he married Helen H. Thomas, daughter of Sol

omon and Polly M. (Gibbs) Thomas.

Mr. Thomas

was a native of Chittenden, Vt., born September
11, 1797, and his wife was born February'2, 1804,

in Pittsford, Vt. Their marriage was celebrated
November 2, 1823. Soon after marriage they re
moved to St. Lawrence County, N. Y. Having
made their home in the East until 1848. they came
to Lake County. In 1865 they removed to Floyd
County, Iowa, where Mr. Thomas died April 4,

1867, and his wife passed away September 23, 1889.
Both were worthy members of the Methodist Church
and were much beloved for their excellence of char
acter.

Mrs. Montgomery was one of a family of eight
@ALEB A. MONTGOMERY, deceased, was
not only an early settler of Lake County,
/ but was one of its most valued citizens. He
was born in Olivesburg, Richland County, Ohio,
February 22, 1826. His father. Jacob Montgom
ery, was born in Virginia, May 21, 1793. He was
three times married; his ﬁrst wife, Grace Ferrell, to
whom he was married in 1813, was a native of Pitts

burg, Pa. By her he had nine children, seven sons
and two daughters. Soon after marriage they re
moved to Olivesburg, where they made their home
until 183-1, when they removed to Pike Grove, now
Salem, Kenosha County, Wis. There were but two
white families in the community at that time; one
ﬁve miles away, and the other eight.
In 1839, Mr. Montgomery removed to Little
Fort, now \Vaukegan. where his wife died Septem
ber 20 of the same year. The following year he

children, four sons and four daughters. She was
born October 31, 1827, in Norfolk, St. Lawrence

County, N. Y., and after coming to this county
was one of the efﬁcient school teachers of Benton
Township for many years, or until her marriage to
Mr. Montgomery. as before given. In 1850 Mr.
Montgomery went to California with acompany of
eleven, among whom was Mr. H. S. Berry. On the
Paciﬁc Slope he was associated with Mr. Berry in
business as well as after their return to Waukegan
in 1854.

When the war came on Mr. Montgomery felt
called upon to respond to his country’s call, and
enlisted in Company D, Ninety-sixth Illinois In
fantry. Upon the organization of the regiment
September 6. 1862. he was chosen and commis
sioned First Lieutenant.

In December, while the

command was in Kentucky, he was detailed on the
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staff of the brigadier as Acting Quartermaster. He
died of disease at Danville, Ky., January 28,
28. 1863. No ofﬁcer was ever beloved more by
the boys than he, and though, twenty-seven years
have elapsed since his death, his men speak of him
in most grateful remembrance. He was a brave
soldier, a successful business man. and an honored

member of the Masonic order, being a KnightTem
plar. Politically he was a strong Republican.
Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery had two children,
Helen M.. who married Fred L. Murray; and Caleb
L., who resides in Colorado.

March 28, 1865 Mrs.

Montgomery was united in marriage with Horace S.
Berry, one of the pioneers of Waukegan. Few men
haVe more enjoyed the unreserved conﬁdence and
esteem of their fellow-men, than Caleb A. Montgom
ery.
Wee-W

'“ EORGE F. DARRELL, who resides on
I sections 21 and 22, Wauconda Township,

_ Al isa native of the Empire State.

He was

born in Fulton County, N. Y., September 12, 1834,
and is of English descent, both of his parents hav
ing been natives of England. His father, Stephen
Darrell. was born in 1798, and in 1833, when thir

ty-ﬁve years of age, crossed the Atlantic to Amer
ica. He wedded Mary Cole, who was born in
England about 1798, and they became the parents
of a_ family of thirteen children, including four
sons and nine daughters, the eldest of whom. Wal
ter, is now deceased; Emma is the wife of John
Robinson, a farmer of Iowa; I’emilee is the widow

of L. Stoddard and resides in McHenry; Rebecca
is now deceased; Rosa, whoss home is in Wau

conda, is the widow of Mr. Tidmarsh; George is
the next younger; Benedict and Maria are both
deceased; Lottie is the wife of Daniel Taylor, a
farmer of Missouri; Hattie is living in Wauconda
Township; Stephen is married and makes his
home in Oregon, where he follows farming; and
Fannie and Ella, twins, complete the family. The
former is the wife of John Carr, a resident farmer of

McHenry County; and Ella married John Groves,
of Missouri. Stephen Darrell, the father of this
family, died at the age of seventy-ﬁve years, and

.
| his. wtfe

.
was about eighty
years of age when she
departed this life.
The boyhood days of our subject passed unevent
fully in the usual manner of farmer lads, but life
for him began in earnest when he entered his coun

try’s service during the late war. He enlisted as
a member of Company I, Fifteenth Illinois Infan
try, for three years and was mustered into the
United States service at Camp Freeport, on the
24th of May, 1861. The regiment, after drilling,
was sent to Alton, and thence to Fulton. Mo.,

where the troops engaged in scouting duty. Later
they were ordered to Raleigh, Mo., and then went
on to Springﬁeld under Gen. Hunter. Later we
ﬁnd them at Jefferson City, whence the regiment
was ordered to Ft. Donelson, marching from there
to Pittsburg Landing. where the troops partici
pated in a hard-fought battle. Mr. Darrell was
under a galling ﬁre for the two days of the battle,
during which time about one-half of the regiment
were killed or wounded. We next ﬁnd the Fif
teenth Illinois Infantry on the march to Florence,
Miss, and after the siege against that place came
the battle of IIatchie River and the ever memor
able siege against Vicksburg, which lasted forty
eight days.
After three years of service the
regiment was discharged in Springﬁeld, lll., June
15, 1864. During all that time he was never sent
to the hospital, taken prisoner or absent from his
company, but ever faithful to his duty he was al
ways found at his post, and no truer soldier was
seen in the ranks.
Not long after his return home Mr. Darrell was
married on the 3d of July, 1865, his union being
with Miss Elvira Wells, a native of Washington

County, N. Y., born January 11, 1848. They
became the parents of two sons, but the younger,
Leland, died at the age of eight and a half years.
Willard F., the elder, is yet at home upon the
farm, but wishes to make of himself a mechanic.
The parents of Mrs. Darrell were Theodore and
Sarah Ann (Duers) Wells, the former born in
Rhode Island in 1812. and the latter in New York
in 1818. The father was a blacksmith by trade
and took an active part in political affairs, sup
porting the Whig and afterward the Republican

party.

He died in 1882, having reached the al
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lotted three-score years and ten. His wife had
boyhood days assisting his father in the lahOrs of
the farm and attending the district schools of the
been called home about twenty years previous,
neighborhood. At length he resolved to begin
having died in 1862. They had been residents of
life for himself and went to Manistce, Mich.,where
Lake County since 1848. and were members of
he was engaged as clerk in a hardware store for
the Baptist Church.
0
two years. He then went to Chicago where he was
Mr. Darrell cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
employed for seven months as conductor on a
Fremont, but since that time has supported the
North Side street car, after which he returned to
Democracy. However he takes no active part in
his old home in Buffalo Grove. His next business
politics as an ofﬁce-seeker, but keeps himself well
venture was in the grocery line. After a time he
informed on the issues of the day. He has served
as Collector of the township and School Director . removed his store to Roundout, and from thence
came to Warrenton Grove, in 1888, when he
for a number of years. which stamps him as a man
opened a general merchandise store. He carries a
who has the educational interests of the commu
full line of groceries and dry-goods and has built
nity at heart. In his social relations he is one of
up a good trade. In October of the same year he
the Patrons of Industry. As an enterprising and
was appointed Postmaster and is proving a capable
progressive farmer he ranks high. and the one hun
ofﬁcial.
He is also agent for a life-insurance com
dred and forty acres of land which he owns is a
pany and success has crowned his efforts in that
valuable tract of prairie, well improved and culti
direction.
vated. It is also conveniently situated within three
1n Warren Township in 1890, Mr. Benz was
miles of Wauconda, and thus the advantages and
the luxuries of the city are easily obtainable. Both
united in marriage with Miss Minnie Lossman, a
native ofGermany, and a daughter of John and
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell have the respect of a wide
circle of friends and acquaintances, and in the so
Fredericke (Graning) Lossman, who were also na
cial world rank high.
tives of the same country. With their family they
crossed the Atlantic to America about 1871, and

Wee-ea

located in Chicago, whence they came to this
county in 1872. Mr. and Mrs. Benz are members
of the German Lutheran Church of Waukegan,

ETER L. BENZ is engaged in general mer
chandising in \Varrenton Grove, where he is
l —
also Postmaster and life-insurance agent.
U
He established business at that place in
1888, but has been a resident of the county since
an early day. In fact he is a native-born citizen
of Vernon Township, his birth having occurred in

and_in this community they are well and favorably
known. He is a leading citizen, full of thrift and
energy and is prominently connected with the
business interests in this part of the county.

¢~-w=ﬁ£9—J&Q§LQE~

Buﬂalo Grove, January 11, 1857. He is the second

of three children born unto Casper and Mary
(Ensweiler) Benz who are natives of Germany.
The father is a blacksmith by trade. He bade good

,

by to his native land in 1852 and sailed for Amer

land, England, on the 17th of May, 1812 and is

ica. He ﬁrst located in Chicago, where he followed
his trade for some three years and then came to
Lake County in 1855, settling in Vernon Town
ship. From the land which he then purchased

the youngest of eight children born unto William
and Elizabeth (Brown) Hallowell. His father, who
was born in the town of Felton on the Coquette

he has developed a good farm, upon which he and

wagon manufacturer by trade. He died when his
son William was twenty-two years of age. The
mother of our subject was born in Northumbcrland,

his wife are still living.
Under the parental roof our subject spent his

WILLIAM HALLOWELL $12., a retired mer
‘ VA, / chant tailor and an early settler of Wauke

\/\

gan,’ was born in Ellington, Northumber

River, was of Highland Scotch descent, and was a
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was of English lineage and lived to be past ninety
years of age.
W'illiam Hallowell, whose name heads this notice.

was reared and educated in his native land and
served a regular apprenticeship t0 the tailor’s trade,
ﬁnishing his term of service about the time that be
attained his majority.
He then traveled and
worked as a journeyman tailor in various cities.
He spent one year in New Castle, Nor-thumberland,
and then 'went to London, where he worked three

years. In 1837, he bade good-bye to his old home
and emigrated to America, landing in Quebec, Cana
da, where he worked at his trade and later in Toron

to and Montreal. From Canada he went to New
York, working in Troy, New York City and in
Catskill.

From thence he went to Charlemont,

Mass, where he carried on business for three years
and where he was married on the 12th of May, 1845
to Miss Harriet Rice Hawkes, daughter of Leviand

Harriet R. (Rice) I—Iawkes.

Mrs. Hallowell was

born in Charlemont, July 30, 182l and was of the

seventh generation of her family in Massachusetts.
On both sides her family is of Revolutionary stock,
both of her grandfathers having participated in the
“far for Independence.

Her grandfather Hawkes,

with his brother, was captured by the British at
Quebec. They effected their escape in the dead of
winter and made their way through a pathless wilder
ness, in deep snow, to an American f0rt. The last of
their journey was made on their hands and knees and
they were nearly famished and frozen when they
reached thefort. Her grandfather Rice took part
in the battle of Bunker Hill. Both families lived in
Charlemont and in the early days-0f Indian wars oc
cupied forts on opposite sides of the town, one be
ing known as Ft. Rice, the other as Ft. Hawkes.
Members of the two families achieved distinction in
the early history of New England both in military

and civil life.
On the day of their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Hallo
well set out for the West and arrived in \Vaukegan
on the 1st of June following. Mr. Hallowell had
an acquaintance in that town, a fellow apprentice
in the old country, now widely known as the great

nursery man, Robert Douglas, with whom be open
ed a modest tailor shop under the name of Douglas
& Hallowell. They had no means with which to

stock a store and did such work as their customers
brought goods to make up. That connection con
tinued two years, when Mr. Douglas retired to en
gage in the nursery business. Mr. Hallowell then
formed a partnership with Joseph Mallon and
through the influence of a mutual friend,a Well

known merchant of Waukegan, they were enabled
to secure a stock of goods in New York on credit
and engaged in business under the ﬁrm name of
Hallowell dz Mallon. Three years later. the con
nection was dissolved by mutual consent and from
that time until 1861, Mr. Hallowell was alone in

business. He then made a change of base and en
gaged in the manufacture of wagons in company
with Mr. Crabtree. That partnership was dissol
ved after three or four years and our subject en
gaged as traveling salesman with Mr. Douglas in
the nursery business. Five years later, he discon
tinued that work and traveled for a time for the
jeweler, Yeoman, of Waukegan, since which time
he has not been in active business.
Five children, two sons and three daughters, have

been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hallowell, all born in
Waukegan -William, the eldest, born December 23,
1847, married Dora McClary and has one child,
Harriet Elizabeth, who was born July 27, 1884.

He was the senior member of the ﬁrm of Hallowell
Bros., merchant tailors and furniture dealers of

\Vaukegan, though now retired. He is a Knight
Templar Mason. Harriet Elizabeth, who was born
July 25. 1850, is the wife of Charles S. Moody, of
Waukegan and unto them was born January 26.
1891, a daughter, Doris Russ.

Annie Melissa, the

second daughter of the family, was born Novem
ber 5, 1853, and has been a prominent teacher of

this place for several years. Abbie Rice, born
May 6, 1856, is the wife of F. M. Gallaher and the
mother of two children, a son and daughter, Will
iam, born September 14, 1887, and Mary Aurora,
born May 17, 1889. Her home is in Santa Barbara,

Cal., where her husband is engaged in horticulture.
George, the youngest of the family, was born Octo
ber 9, 1859, married Alice S. Williams, a niece of

Henry Getty,,of Chicago, was formerly the junior
partner of the mercantile house of Hallowell Bros.,
but since 1889 has been sole proprietor.

Mr. Hallowell and his sons are Republicans in
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politics. On the subject of religion. the family is
somewhat divided. The parents and eldest daughter
are Unitarians. The other daughters are Presby
terians, while William, the eldest son. is an Episco

palian. Mr. Hallowell has been identiﬁed with the
city of Waukegan for forty-six years and enjoys
an extensive acquaintance there and in the sur
rounding country. His business and social rela
tions have been such as to command respect and
esteem from all who know him.

WW“—
f“ LIVER S. LINCOLN, deceased, was born in

(Q Sackett’s Harbor, N. Y., February 14, 1824.
\_
and when quite young, his parents dying, he
was left an orphan. With a sister he came West,
locating in the then village of Chicago and became
carrier for the ﬁrst newspaper ever published in
that city—the Chicago Democrat. The year 1838
witnessed his arrival in Waukegan. Previous to
this time he had learned the business of manufact
uring chairs, which he followed for a number of
years in that place. Subsequently he gave his at
tention to other interests and was quite successful.
His business career was marked by industry and
enterprise and characterized by fair dealing with
all men.
In 1847 Mr. Lincoln was joined in wedlock with
Miss Mary E., daughter of Theron Patterson, one
of the early settlers of this county and one of the
founders of the Episcopal Church of Waukegan.

By that union were born three children: Maria A.,
who is now engaged in business in Chicago; Flora
C., of \Vaukegan; and Mary P., widow of Elwood

N. Wait.
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and highly respected citizen of the community in
which he made his home. A son of his second
marriage, Col. Benjamin Wait, took an active part
in the Canadian Rebellion of 1837-38, was captured
by the British, tried and sentenced to be executed,
but by the intercession of his wife, through Lord
Durham, his sentence was changed to banish
ment for life to a penal colony in Van Diemcn’s
Land.

He escaped on a whaling-vessel, crossed

the Paciﬁc, sailed around Cape Good Hope and re
turned to his family after four years’ absence, hav
ing circumnavigated the globe. He now resides
in Grand Rapids, Mich.
About 1856 Mr. Lincoln began dealing in a
small way in real estate, which business he carried
on until his death, being an extensive dealer and
loaner. IIe loaned money for other parties and
was greatly depended upon by widows and those
not able to look after their own affairs, who felt
assured that in his hands their interests would be
carefully attended to. He was conservative and
careful in his business methods and made a hand
some fortune, thus leaving his family in comforta
ble circumstances. He gave liberally for the sup
port of all churches. was ever ready to extend a
helping hand to the poor and needy and found
favor with those with whom business associations
brought him in contact. In politics Mr. Lincoln
was a Republican and socially, was a Mason. He
was truly one of nature’s noblemen and his death,
which occurred May 25, 1889, was deeply mourned
by many friends. lIis widow is still living in
Waukcgan where she has a pleasant home. She is
a member of the Baptist Church and one of the
most estimable ladies of the city.

The mother died in 1852 and two years

later Mr. Lincoln led to the marriage altar Miss
Lois A. Wait, who was born January 11, 1827, on
the Canada side near Niagara Falls, and is a cousin
of his ﬁrst wife. Her parents are Reuben and Abi
gail (Patterson) Vt'ait, natives of Vermont and
Canada respectively. They made their home in
the latter country. Mr. Wait was twice married
and had four children by his ﬁrst union and ﬁve
by the second. In connection with the occupation
of farming he ran a tanyard and was a prominent

OBERT CLINTON GREEN, a contractor

for brick laying, makes his home in Wau
kegan, where he has resided for many
' years. He was born in Franklin County.
N. Y.. November 27, 1831, and isa son of Zebulon
R. and Diana (Thayer) Green, both natives of
New York. In that State they were brought up
and married, making it their home until 1846,
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when they started Westward to Chicago, locating
near Woodstock, McHenry County. In 1850, they
removed to Avon Township, in this county. In
the East Mr. Green worked at his trade, that of a

fuller and ﬁnisher of cloth. Their last days were
spent in \Vaukegan, where the husband died at the
age of seventy-three, and his wife at the age of
eighty-two years. Both were members of the Bap
tist Church, and in their family were nine children,
seven sons and two daughters, four of whom are
now living: Robert, of this sketch; Webster and
William, who are carpenters by trade; and Sarah,

wife of Vincent Rexford.
Our subject received very meagre educational
advantages, for when only ten years of age be com
menced working in a woolen factory, learning
everything about the business from the picking
room to the ﬁnishing room. At that time they
worked twelve hours per day, so we see that Mr.
Green had no time for study either at school or at
home. He accompanied the family on their emi
gration to Illinois, and after coming to Lake
County, worked for some six years on the farm. In
1852, on attaining his majority, he came to Wau
kegan, and was bound out as an apprentice to Will
iam Ladd, to serve a term of two years. Having
gained a thorough knowledge of the business, be

commenced contracting in 1855, and has been thus
engaged continuously since.

is a Mason, belonging to the lodge, Chapter and
Council. In politics he is an out and out Repub
lican of the strictest sort, doing all in his power to
advance the interests and promote the welfare of
his party. His ﬁrst Presidential vote was cast for
Scott.
In 1888, Mr. Green associated in business with
him as a partner, Charles Walker, and the ﬁrm name
of Green & Walker was adopted. They do a good
business, and are recognized as one of the most re
liable ﬁrms in Northeastern Illinois. Mr. Green
also deserves mention as a pioneer. having resided
in Lake County for forty-one years. He was reared
to manhood amid the wild scenes of frontier life,

and has watched with interest the progress and ad
vancement which the county has made, ever faith
fully performing his duties as a citizen.
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EORGE HERMAN is a dealer in fancy gro
ceries in Waukegan, where he has carried

on a successful business for a number of
years. He is of German birth and a son of Joseph
and Josephine (Weber) Herman, natives of Ger
many, whose sketch is given elsewhere in this vol
ume. He was born in Wurtemberg, August 24,

Being acknowledged

1843, and is the eldest of a family of ten children.

as one of the best brickmasons in that city, he has

As his father was in very moderate circumstances
he was quite young when he began work, thus pro
curing the means to support himself. He never
attended school more than a year and a half, but is
a self-educated man, who by experience and obser
vation has gained a fund of practical knowledge
and much general information. One of his early
experiences in a business way was a thirteen
months’ term of service as a salesman in a grocery
store. His employer. however, kept whiskey as
well as groceries, and Mr. Herman became so dis
gusted with his methods of business that he quit.
When nineteen years of age he began learning the
harness-maker’s trade in Waukegan which he fol
lowed in this city and Chicago for sixteen years.
Having by industry and economy accumulated a
cash capital of $1,000 he purchased a boat and
ﬁshing tackle and gave his father and brothers

received a liberal patronge.

He erected store

buildings for Brewster, Higley, Hitchcock, Arnold

and Slyﬁeld, and did the masonry work on the resi
dences of Dr. Price, Lindsay, Besley and Judge
Upton, besides many others. He is the largest con
tractor in his line in Waukegan, and the patronage
which he receiVes is well deserved.
On the 30th of November, 1854, Mr. Green was
married in Detroit, Mich., to Miss Christiana,

daughter of P. J. and Christiana (Querlin) Miller,
who came from Germany, and were pioneer set
lers of Chicago, and were also early settlers of
this county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Green have been
born three children:

William H., who is fore

man for G. B. Watrous, of \Vaukegan; Addie V.;
and Elmer J., Constable of Waukegan. The mother
is a member of the Methodist Church. Mr. Green
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equal shares in the proﬁts.

For a number of years

Mr. Herman followed ﬁshing during the summer
season and worked at his trade in the winter
months, until having accumulated some means
aside from what he had invested in the ﬁshing en
terprise, he engaged in the grocery business with
his brother Henry who had about $200 to put into
the business, our subject furnishing the remainder.
This partnership continued some seven years when
it was dissolved, since which time Mr. Herman has

carried on the grocery business on his own account.
A marriage ceremony performed in Chicago, on
the 14th of December, 1870, united the destinies
of George Herman and Mary D. Blocki, a native

of Mecklenburg, Germany, who at the age of two
years was brought by her parents tothe United
States. The days of her maidenhood were spent
in Chicago where the marriage was celebrated.
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his school training was received before he was ten
years of age, but by subsequent reading, study and
travel he has made himself a well-informed man.
When a lad of fourteen years he was appeuticed to
a carpenter and joiner to learn the trade, the term
of service being for seven years, but after four
years his employer retired from business and gave
young Brean his freedom. In the meantime he
had saved enough from his earnings to bring him
to the United States. He secured his passage on a
steamer bound for New York, and in 1872 we ﬁnd

him established in Waukegan. where he embarked
for himself as acarpenter and builder. In 1879
be commenced contracting, which he has since con
tinued. Mr. Brean has erected some of the most
substantial structures in Waukegan, among them
the stores of Yeoman, Cornia & Fox, and Diet
meyer and the residences of Steele, Lyon, Lind

Unto them have been born four sons, three of

say, Knox, Compton, Pcarce, Hutchinson, Kirk

whom are yet living: George \V., Frank H., and
Edward E. Charles F., the second child, died in
his second year.
Mr. Herman has been a successful business man,
who has built up a good trade among the best peo
ple in Waukegan. Besides his store and property
in this city, he owns valuable property in Chicago.
Politically he is a Republican, having supported
that party since casting his ﬁrst Presidential vote
for Gen. Grant. I'Iis residence here cowrs a
period of thirty-six years. and he is therefore
numbered among the early settlers of Lake County.

and many less expensive ones.
On the 16th of September, 1874, in Chicago,

* slii‘xg‘l
[GEORGE HENRY BREAN, the leading con
tractor and builder of Waukegan, is of Eng
lish birth. His parents, Thomas and Phillis
(Cleaves) Brean, spent their entire lives in Eng
land, where the father followcd the occupation of
farming for a livelihood. In their family were
six children, but only two came to the United
States—George Henry, and S. William, who crossed
the Atlantic in 1867, and is now engaged in farm

ing in Shields Township.

Our subject was born

in Bristol, Somersetshire, February 8,

1852, and

was the ﬁrst in order of birth in the family.

All

Mr. Brean was married to Miss Elizabeth Worsfold,

who was
England,
(Shrove)
London,

born December 23, 1850, in London,
and is a daughter of Richard and Ann
\Vorsfold, both of whom were born near
England, the father January 19, 1821,

and the mother October 25. 1825.

In 1854, ac

companied by their family of three children, they
crossed the ocean to America and came direct to
Wankegan, where Mrs. \Vorsfold died May 26,
1861.

She was the mother of six children, of

whom four are yet living—Anna, wife of H. P.
Barnem; Sarah, unmarried; Mrs. G. II. Brean;
and Mercy, unmarried. After the death of his
ﬁrst wife Mr. Worsfold was again married and had
four children, three sons and adaughter, by his
second wife. To regain his health, which was very
poor, he made a trip to Texas, where he died June
24, 1880.

He and both his wives were members

of the Baptist Church. He was a strong temper
ance man and an uncompromising opponent of
the liquor trafﬁc.

In 1885 Mr. Brean and his wife crossed to the
Old World and made a tour through England,
Scotland and the Emerald Isle, visiting places of
historic interest and beauty. In their church re
lations they are Baptists, and in political senti
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ment Mr. Brcan is a stanch Prohibitionist. He is
a skillful workman, conscientious in the discharge
of his duty, and the 'prospcrity with which he has
met is but a fitting reward for his labors.

and four daughters, born unto Werlin and Eliza
beth (Ballentine) Gray. Her father, a native of
New York. born in 1806, died in 1869. His wife,
who was born on the 22d of May, 1810, in the
Empire State, long survived her husband, and
passed away on the 30th of November, 1881. Both
were devoted Christian people, holding member

_A_*

ship with the Methodist Church, and were held in

DGAR GREEN, who resides on section 26,
F) Waucouda Township. and is widely known
2 L—i) throughout the community, was born on the

high esteem for their many excellencies of charac
ter.

Their children are James 13., who is married

and lives a retired life in Libertyville, Ill.; Francis,

31st of October, 1844, in Saratoga County, N. Y.,

who died in Cleveland, Ohio, at the age of six

where the family probably resided for some time,
for his father, Thomas Green, was also a native of
that county. His mother, whose maiden name was
Mary E. Wells, was likewise born in Saratoga
County and died when our subject was quite young.
The father survived her only a short time, and
at the early age of ﬁve years, Edgar Green was
left an orphan. At that time he was brought
to Lake County, Ill., and made his home with
his grandmother until nine years of age, when
he took up his residence with his uncle J. R. Wells,
01’ Waucouda, who for about thirty-nine years en
gaged in merchandising in that place, and was a
prominent business man of the community. On
going to \Vauconda, Mr. Green entered his uncle’s

months; Jennie, wife of J. L. Card, an insurance

store,

where

he

had

continued until

solicitor, died at the age of thirty-seven years;
Mary A. is the wife of Capt. C. B. Kilmer, of T0
peka, Kan., who won his title on the seas, and is
now’onc of the prominent and wealthy railroad
men of the West, having served as right of way
agent for the Atchinson 6: Santa Fe Railroad, but
a short time since received promotion to a better
position. Mr. and Mrs. Kilmer have a palatial
home, and are the parents of four children, two of

whom are now attending college. Elihu D., who
served in the Ninety-sixth Illinois Regiment, now
resides in Fergus Falls, Minn., where he is carry
ing on a large dry-goods business. Mrs. Green is
the next younger; Libbie is the wife of Capt. Fred
Grabbe, a traveling salesman residing in Liberty
ville, who during the late war won promotion to
the rank of Captain on account of meritorious ser
vice.
The girlhood days of Mrs. Green were spent un
der the parental roof. She obtained her education
in the common schools and the Waucouda Acad
emy, after which she successfully engaged in teach
ing. She is a lady of more than average intelli
gence, courteous in manner, and with grace presides
over her pleasant home, dispensing hospitality to
all. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Green has been

he had

attained his majority.
He attended the public
schools, and his training in mercantile life ably
ﬁtted him for his own business career. When
he had reached man‘s estate (he embarked in
business for himself, having received some capital.

He has made farming his chief pursuit, and is the
owner of a beautiful tract of land of one hundred
and twenty-three acres, all of which is arable.
There are good buildings, the latest improved ma
chinery, and the neat appearance of the place
would indicate to the passerby that the manager of
the farm is a person of practical and progressive
views.

blessed with a family of five children, three sons

Such indeed is the case, and to his own

efforts may be attributed his success in life.
On the 25th of December, 1865, in Fremont
Township, Mr. Green led to the marriage altar Miss

Rachel A. Gray, a native of St. Lawrence County,
N. Y. She was born September 17, 1844, and is
the sixth in a family of seven children, three sons

1
1

and two daughters, the eldest of whom, Frank E.,
has chosen farming as his life work. He possesses
a progressive and generous nature, and is highly
esteemed by the young people of the community
with whom he associates. Harry J. made choice of
a mercantile life, and is engaged in business in Chi

cago. He may well be termed a model young man

i i
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for his life is free from all evil inﬂuences, and he
is a member of the Congregational Church, and of
the Christian Endeavor Society. Libbie M. is a

nois. He was connected with the Quincy mine
for some nine years, and ﬁlled the position of cap

successful teacher; and Jennie L. and Freddie L.,

met mines, of which he had charge three years. At
the expiration of that time he went to Chicago in

twins, complete the family.

They were born Jan

tain of the mine.

In 1868, he went to the Calu

uary 30, 1877, and are now fourteen years of age.

October. 1871, and from thence came to Wanke

Mr. Green is a warm friend of education, and
for six years has been Director in the public
schools. In politics he is a Republican, and has
ever endeavored to support men 0t principle and
honor. He is also connected with the Patrons of
Industry, and a ﬁrm believer in the principles of
that organization, the object of which is to further

gan, where he has since lived a retired life, devot
ing his time and attention to the improvement of
his property. He is a valued citizen, taking an
active interest in every thing that can beneﬁt or
upbuild the county, and is highly esteemed for his
sterling worth. In the twenty years with which
he has been identiﬁed with \Vaukegan he has made
many warm friends and both himself and wife rank
high in the social world.
Capt. Hardie was united in marriage in Michi
gan, in 1856. with Jane B. Thompson, a native of

the interests of the farmer; also a member of the

Modern Woodmen of America. As a citizen he
has been true to every duty, and lllS many sterling
qualities, and the pleasant and genial manner of
his wife have won them a large circle of friends,
whose esteem they well merit.

Scotland, and a daughter of Hugh B. and Ellen

(McQueen) Thompson, who were also born in that
country. Bidding good-by to their old home, they
sailed for America in 1852, locating in Michigan,
and in 1871, became residents of \Vaukegan. Mr.
Thompson died in this city in 1883, and the death

APT. GEORGE HARDIE, one of the prom
, inent citizens of Waukegan, came to Lake

\j/ County, in 1871, purchased a ﬁne suburban
property and erected an elegant residence in which
to spend the remainder of his life in retirement
from business cares and in the enjoyment of a
comfortable competence acquired through the
labor of former years. As Capt. Hardie is well
and favorably known throughout the community
we feel that his sketch will be of interest to many
of our readers.

of his wife occurred some four years later. Unto
Capt. and Mrs. Hardie have been born three chil
dren: William T., who is married and resides in
South Evanston; Nellie McQueen, and George
Fisher, who is married and makes his home in

South Evanston. Mr. and Mrs. Hardie are mem
bers of the Baptist Church of Waukegan. Ile
votes with the Republican party and feels an in
terest in its success, but has never sought political

prefcrment for himself.

He was born in Scotland in 1824,

and is a son of William and Janet (Fisher) Hardie,
both of whom were also natives of that country.
His father followed farming throughout his life,
and died in his native land in 1837. Mrs. Hardie
afterward crossed the Atlantic to New York, in
1858, and spent her last days in the Empire State,
dying in 1863.
The Captain spent the days of his boyhood and
youth in his native land and in 1852, at the age
of twenty-eight, emigrated to the New World. On
landing on American soil he at once made his way
to the copper mines in the North Peninsula of
Michigan, where he resided until coming to llli- i

timers“
“ ' 1'4ng

‘E DMU N 1) M. BARTLETT, who is engaged in
l'
general farming on section 25, Newport
_ ‘;_/,1 Township, is numbered among the early set
tlers of the county, dating his residence from 1846.
She was born in the Pr0vinee of Quebec, Canada,

January .5, 1842, and is a son of Edmund P.
Bartlett, a native of New Hampshire, who was born
May 11, 1796. His father grew to manhood on a
farm and remained at home until twenty-one years

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

326

of age. He then started out in life for himself
and after two years returned and married Matilda
Hatch. They settled on a farm near the old home
and one child was born unto them. The wife did
not long survive her marriage and subsequent to
her death Mr. Bartlett went to Canada, where he
married Mrs. Rhoda French, widow of Tristram

French. a daughter of Daniel Clarke. She and her
parents were natives of the Green Mountain State,
but her marriage took place in Canada East about
1840.

Six years later, with their two children,

they started for Illinois by way of the lakes, em
barking on the voyage May 11. Mr. Bartlett had
come the year before. and shortly after purchased
ninety acres of land. the home upon which Edmund
M. now resides. Only a small garden spot had
been cleared and a log cabin constituted the en
tire improvements. but with characteristic energy
he began its development and the Bartlett home
stead, owing to the efforts of father and son, is
now one of the best farms in the county. His death
occurred June 14. 1862.

and were present at his funeral. Mrs. Bartlett was
born in Warren Township, September 19,1840,
and three children grace her marriage—George
E.. born April 11, 1871; James H., November 11,

1875; and Addie B., July 5, 1879. All were born
on the farm and are attending the public schools.
A valuable tract comprising two hundred acres
of rich fertile land pays a golden tribute to the
care and cultivation of our subject. Its appear
ance gives evidence of good management and
thrift, neatness characterizing every portion of it.
In his political affiliations Mr. Bartlett is a Repub
lican, his support having been given to that party
since becoming a voter. He cast his ﬁrst vote for
President for Lincoln in 1864. He has held a
number of local oﬁlces and has proved himself a
worthy citizen by the prompt and faithful dis
charge of every duty devolving upon him.

LHQLQ

His excellent wife, who

was born September 5, 1803. died on the 25th of
June. 1879, and was laid to rest in Greenwood

('l\

DARREN E. POWERS isa resident of “'au

Cemetery, of Benton Township.
Almost the entire life of our subject has been
passed in Lake County. for he was only four years
old when his parents located here. At that time
much of the land was still in its primitive condi
tion, the homes of the few settlers were widely
scattered and civilization seemed just beginning to
dawn upon Northeastern Illinois. As the schools
of a new county are poor, his educational advan
tages were necessarily limited, and owing to the
sickness of his father his boyhood days were de
voted to hard labor. Since the age of twelve he
has done a man’s work, and since his father’s death
he has not only operated the farm and managed

vorably known throughout this community we feel
that his life-record will be received with interest
by many of our readers.
He was born in Cortland County, N. Y., July 6,
1836, and is descended from one of the early New
England families. His father was also born in
the Empire State, April 18, 1802, but was reared
to manhood in Massachusetts. He lived during

the business interests, but also cared for his wid

the period of the War of 1812, and although he

owed mother during her life.

was
only a lad during its progress he could remem
ber and relate manly incidents concerning that strug

On the 27th of November, 1867, Mr. Bartlett
led to the marriage altar Miss Isabel Strang, the
ceremony being performed by Elder W. B. Smith.
The lady is a daughter of Peter and Janet (Max

conda Township and since 1852 has been
\/\_/ a resident of Lake County. He is engaged
in farming and stock-raising, owning one hundred
and thirty acres of valuable land in Wauconda
Township, also one hundred and sixty acres in
South Dakota.

As Mr. Powers is widely and fa

gle. By occupation he was a farmer and in politics
he was an old-line Whig, supporting that party
until its dissolution when he jomed the new Re

In

publiean party of which he was a stalwart sup.

the family were sixteen children, all of whom

porter. As a helpmate on life’s journey he chose
Miss Mary Lake, a native of Massachusetts, born

well) Strang. pioneers of this county of 183 7.

were living within six miles of their father’s home,
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November 14, 1804. The year 1852 witnessed
their emigration to Illinois from near Syracuse,
Onondaga County, N. Y. They traveled by way

and adaughter: Lyman A., who was educated in
the graded schools of Wauconda, married Jennie

of the Erie Canal, Lake Erie, and the Michigan

agent on the Chicago 8: Northwestern Railroad at
Barrington, Ill.; Willie H. is holding a good posi
tion in the employ of the Chicago 6.: Northwestern
Railroad; and Cora M. is the only daughter. Mrs.
Powers is a member of the Women’s Relief Corps,

Central Railroad to New Buffalo, thence across

Lake Michigan to Chicago and on to Ela Town
ship, where Lyman P0wers purchased a claim of
eighty acres, at once beginning its improvement.
From the wild land a good farm was developed
and in this county the parents continued to make
their home until called to the one above. Mrs.
Powers died on the 10th of February, 1886, and
on the 28th of May following Mr. Powers passed
away.
The children of the parental family are as
follows: Emerson, who served throughout the
entire Civil War, is now engaged in business
as a carpenter and joiner of Minnesota; Mary,
who died at the age of ﬁfty-six years. was the wife
of Joseph Andrews, an agriculturist who resided
in Elgin; Martha M., who died in New York at
the age of fourteen years; George Franklin, a
farmer, married Laura Ford and died at the age of
ﬁfty-nine; Harriet D., wife of Charles Davis, a

physician and surgeon, died at her home in Iowa
at the age of thirty-eight years; Eunice 0., is the
widow of William P. Hill, who was a farmer of
Elgin, and served as a soldier in the Mexican War;

Warren E. is the next younger; Marcus Leroy
died in infancy; Lyman Leroy, who was a soldier
of the late war and married Miss Kingsley, is en
gaged in general merchandising in Barrington, lll.;
Celestia M., who died at the age of thirty-ﬁve
years, was the wife of James Schoonhoven, a spec
ulator; Sidney R., who was also one of the “Boys
in Blue,” wedded Miss Laura Ryburn and is living
in Elgin, 111.
In the usual manner of farmer lads Warren E.
Powers was reared to manhood, at the age of six
teen coming with the family to this county, and
in its schools his education was completed. After
attaining to mature years he was married on the

Hawley, and now holds the position of station

as is Miss Cora, who is also an active worker in the

Epworth League of the Methodist Church.
Like his brothers. Mr. Powers displayed his loy
alty to the Government by donning the blue and
marching to the front. He enlisted on the 9th of
August, 1862, as a member of Company B, Ninety
sixth Illinois Infantry, and was ordered to Camp
Rockford for drill and instructions. Thence the
company was sent to Covington, Ky., then on to
Danville, later to Louisville, and went down the

Ohio and up the Cumberland River to Ft. Donel
son. The next command sent them on to Nash
ville, Tenn., and later they fortified Franklin, Tenn.
The ﬁrst regular battle in which Mr. Powers parti
cipated was at Chickamauga, where the regiment
lost about ﬁfty-two per cent. of its members. An
other battle of importance in which Mr. Powers

participated was that of Lookout Mountain which
is a parallel case to that of the climbing "of the
rocky steeps of Stony Point" by Mad Anthony
Wayne during the Revolutionary War. He was
wounded at the battle of Rocky Face Ridge, re
ceiving a ball through the lower part of the right

arm which laid him up in the hospital for six
weeks. He joined his regiment just prior to the
battle of Kenesaw Mountain and participated in
the Atlanta campaign and the siege of Atlanta,
where his company was under a galling ﬁre for
one hundred days. When Sherman was on his
celebrated March to the Sea the Ninety-sixth Illi
nois was detailed to impede the progress of Gen.
Hood and participated in the battles of Franklin
and Nashville. Mr. Powers was honorably dis
charged at Nashville 0n the 10th of June, 1865,

ton, a daughter of Amaziah and Minerva (Hay
wood) Houghton, whose sketch is given elsewhere.

and received his pay and was mustered out at Chi
cago on the 27th of June.
Returning to his home he resumed his farming

Mrs. Powers was born June 17, 1835, and by their

occupations which he has since continued and in

marriage have been born three children, two sons

connection with general farming he engages to

1st of January, 1860, to Miss Celia Maria Hough
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' some extent in stock-raising. His home he makes
in \Vnucondn Township where surrounded by many
friends he and his estimable wife will probably
spend their remaining days. Mr. Powers holds
the position of Chaplain in Wauconda Post, No.
368, G. A. R.

He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote

for Abraham Lincoln and has since been a stalwart
Republican. By his fellow-townsmen he has been
honored with the ofﬁces of Collector, Highway
Commissioner and School Director, which he has

ﬁlled for many years with credit to himself and t0
the satisfaction of his constituents.

._,__.2®1'__

ENRY G. LEVAGOOD, who is engaged in
teaming in Waukegan and also owns a small
_farm adjoining the city limits. was born in
_.
Canada in 1827 and is the third in a family
of twelve children, whose parents were Henry and
Annie (Shaver) Levagood. His father was a na
tive_ol' Pennsylvania but during his boyhood
removed to Canada, where he became acquainted

same State in 1809. Their marriage was celebrated
in Massachusetts on New Year’s Day of 1832, and
the next day they emigrated to New York, settling
on a farm in the midst of a wild timbered region.
On emigrating Westward they spent a short time in
Wisconsin, and in 1840 took up their residence in
Antioch Township, Lake County, where Mr. Gall:
ins opened up a farm, making his home thereon
until 1868. He then removed to Waukegan where
his wife died in 1872, and his death occurred
in that city in 1887. But two children of their
family are now living: Eliza M., wife of our sub
ject, and Sarah A., who is living in Waukegan.
After his marriage Mr. Levagood followed farm
ing until 1862, when he donned the blue and be
came a member of Company D, Ninety-sixth Illinois
Infantry for three years’ service. The Regiment
joined the Army of the Cumberland. For four
and a half months he was engaged in driving
mules and went upon long marches. He partici
pated in the Battle of Chickamauga. where he re
ceived a gunshot wound in the left arm and was
conﬁned to the hospital in Nashville, Tenn.

During

his recovery he was allowed to return home on a

with and married Miss Shaver, a native of that

furlough.

country. By trade he was a carpenter and in con
nection with that vocation followed farming. His
death occurred in Canada in July, 1848. He was
a member of the Christian Church and a man
prominent in public affairs.
His widow is still
living and resides in I0wa. Only four of their
children now survive: Henry G., subject of this
sketch; Elizabeth, wife of William Davis; Ange
line, wife of Andrew Lytle of Kansas, and Naomi,

orably discharged from the service and became a
clerk in the store of Miles Shepard in Antioch.
The same year however, he removed to Avon
Township, where he bought land and developed a
farm, upon which he made his home until 1875,

wife of John Jackson, of Pottawatomie County,

I0wa.
Our subject left home at the age of twenty-one
years, going to Port Huron, Mich., and worked in

the pineries of that State until the spring of 1849,
when he came by water to Lake County, 111., in the
month of June.

He ﬁrst took up his residence in

the town of Antioch, where he followed farming
for some time. He was married in an old log house
in Bristol, Wis.,~ to Eliza M. Calkins, a native of

Oneida County, N. Y., and a daughter of Smith
and Laura (Stebbins) Calkins. The former was
born in Massachusetts in 1807,and the latter in the

On the 17th of June, 1864, he was hon

when he sold out and came to Waukegan, pur
chasing a pleasant residence in that city. Not con
tent to retire from active business life he engaged
in teaming. and in 1880 established a milk depot,
supplying milk to a large number of customers in
the city until August, 1890, when he retired from

that business. Besides his residence property he
is the owner of a small but valuable farm of ﬁfteen
acres adjoining the city limits of Waukegan.
Mr. and Mrs. Levagood are the parents of three

children: Louise, who died in 1863 at the age of
ten years; Melvina A. and Gracie A. The latter
is making a specialty of music, in which she has
attained proficiency owing to her natural ability
in that direction. She has become a successful
teacher of the art and is organist in the Christian
Church, of which the parents are both members.

i‘_.<_-
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Mr. Levagood also holds membership with Wauke
gan Post, No. 374, G. A. R. He takes quite an
active interest in political affairs, keeps himself

well informed on the issues of the day and sup
ports by his ballot the Republican party. What
ever success he has met with in life is due to his
own efforts for at the beginning of his business
career he had nothing to depend upon but his
strong right arm. Pluck, energy and good man
agement have made him a well-,to-do citizen.
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commenced life for himself with a cash capital of
only $10.
Believing the advantages of the West
superior to those of the East, he travelled by way
of the Erie Canal, the Lakes and by stage to Chi
cago, arriving there in the fall of 1844, which at

that time was a village containing only about one
thousand inhabitants.- Old Fort Dearborn was still
standing and the ﬂags and rushes grew along where
is new South \Vater street. He settled in Dundee,
Ill., and engaged with a merchant todrive a team
at $10 per month. He tells of the many hardships
and trials such as are common to frontier life, that

\ ARIS SINNE"T, who-resides on section
1
14, is one of the prominent and progressive

“A / farmers of Cuba Township.

fell to his lot in the days when the country was in
its primitive condition. He remained three years
in Dundee and thence went to Chicago where
he secured a position in some machine shops. Du

A native of

ring the Mexican War he volunteered his services

Montgomery County, N. Y., be was born

but peace was declared before he entered the ranks.

on the 18th of September, 1828, and is the son of

Mr. Sinnett married Miss Sarah Jane Chandler, of
New York, July 3, 1849, and unto them have been

\

James and Sarah (Ernest) Sinnett. His father
was a native of France, and at the age of thirty
years emigrated to America. In his earlier life he
followed the sea and became ﬁrst mate upon a ves
sel, which plied between France and England. He
was an acquaintance of France’s most famous gen
eral,Napoleon Bonaparte. He located in New York.
about 1825 at Amsterdam, Montgomery County.
Later in life he learned the trade of a painter
which he followed in this country.

His death oc

cured about forty years ago, and his Wife died at

the age of eighty-four.

In their family were sev

en children, three sons and four daughters—our
subject is the eldest—Henry, a widower who is en

gaged in farming in Mcllenry County, Ill.; Louisa,
who is married and resides in New York;

Cathe

rine is married and also makes her home in Amster
dam, N. Y.: Jane is a resident of Massachusetts;
Jacob died in March, 1887; and Martha is married

and lives in Elgin.
We now take up the personal history of our sub
ject who is one of the well-known citizens of Lake
County.
He was early inurcd to hard work, but
thereby developed habits of industry and self-re
liance which have prOVed of incalculable beneﬁt to
him in his business career. His educational ad
vantages were limited to the opportunities of the
old district school and at the age of eighteen he

born three child ren,two sons and a daughter—Emery
who is married and follows farming in Algonquin,
Ill. ; Oscar who is married and is engaged in agri.
cultural pursuits in Cuba Township; Cora who was
educated in Wauconda Academy and is now the
wife of John Wells, a resident of Wauconda.

The

mother of this family was born in Bennett, Madi
son County, N. Y. , February 10. 1832. and was
there educated.
Her father was one of those who
in 1849 attracted by the discovery of gold in Cali
fornia sought a fortune on the Paciﬁc Slope.
Mr. Sinnett settled on his present farm in March
1865, and is the owner of one of the finest farms in

Lake County.
It comprises 387 acres of arable
land in a high state of cultivation and his home is
a beautiful and substantial residence, surrounded by
good outbuildings, well-kept fences and many other
evidences of thrift and industry on the part of the
owner. In connection with general farming he has
engaged quite extensively in stock-raising and al
ways keeps on hand excellent grades of cattle and
horses.

He also ships hogs to Chicago and carries

on an extensive dairy business, keeping on hand
for this purpose a ﬁne grade of Holstein cattle.
He was one of the prime movers in the organization
of a prominent enterprise whereby the farmers

have entered into a combination for the handling
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of milk which is shipped to Chicago. About sixty
ﬁve farmers in the neighborhood of Barrington are
interested in this enterprise.
They have access to
the city over twenty-three railroads and the com
pany formed has become one of importance. Mr.Sin
nett is a stanch supporter of the principles incul
cated in the Patrons of Industry. believing that
the farmers should be banded together to protect
their interests as well as the merchants, mechanics

and professional men.

In politics he has always

been a stalwart Republican and has served as Road

Commissioner for the past ﬁfteen years.
He was
also Township Collector and has been a school di
rector for many years.
The cause of education
ﬁnds in him a warm friend. He believes that
every community should be well supplied with good
schools, presided over by competent teachers and
thus a ﬁrm foundation for good citizenship can be
laid.

Socially he is a member of Lonsherry Lodge,

No. 751, A. F. & A. M. of Barrington.
Both Mr.
and Mrs. Sinnett are classed among the leading
citizens of the community and as such are well
worthy a representation in this volume. A life of
frugality and industry has won for him success and
numbered him among the substantial citizens of
Cuba Township.
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LBERT F. CONRAD, the present Sheriff
of Lake County and a resident of Wanke
gan, was born in this city, on the 1st of
c
January, 1859. His parents, Henry and
Mary Conrad. were natives of Germany, and after
their emigration to America took up their residence
in Lake County. Albert acquired his education in
the city schools, and at the age of fourteen years
began working at the molder’s trade. He has
been identiﬁed with the public interests of Wau
kegan for many years in an official as well as a
business capacity. He served as Alderman two
7

years, in 1883—84, and was elected Marshal in the

spring of 1884, serving in that office until 1890. He
was ﬁve times elected without opposition. and in
the autmn of 1890 was elected Sheriﬂ’ of the
county, the ﬁrst Democratic candidate elected to

that position since 1860. He received a ﬂattering
home endorsement, his majority being four hun
dred and twenty-eight over his opponent in the
city of Waukegan, which is usually very nearly
equally divided politically. He had twelve hun
dred majority to overcome in the county and was
elected by eighty-three, being the only one of his
party elected on the county ticket.
On the 26th of May, 1886, Mr. Conrad led to
marriage altar Miss Annie Green, daughter of
William Green. The marriage 'took place in this
city, where she was born, and where her parents
were early settlers. A sketch of her father is given
on another page of this work. Two children, a
son and daughter, have been born‘unto Mr. and

Mrs. Conrad—William Vincent, born May 24,
1887; and Mary, on the 28th of May, 1889. He
and his wife are members of the Catholic Church,
and socially he is a member of the Independent
Order of Forester and of the Catholic Order of
Foresters. and of the Royal Arcanum.
Mr. Conrad is a man of stalwart proportions and
splendid physique. He stands six feet four inches
in height, weighs two hundred and thirty-ﬁve
pounds and possesses splendid muscular develop
ment. During his long term of ofﬁce as Marshal
of the city the worst characters in the community
were always ready to go peaceably to the loekup
when Marshal Conrad got his grip on them.
While he is new to the Sheriff’s office his past
record is a safe guarantee that he will discharge
the duties of the ofﬁce with promptness and ﬁdel
ity. His repeated election to the position of Mar
shal and his power in overcoming the Republican
majority in the county indicate his personal pop
ularity as well as his ofﬁcial capability.

OHN H. ELLIOTT, deceased, is numbered

1 among the honored pioneers of Lake Coun
ty, and his associates of those early days
.
will with pleasure receive this record of
his life work. A native of England, he was
born in Sussex County, July 17, 1816, and was

a son of Henry Elliott, who with his wife and fam
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where the mother of our subject departed this life.
Mr. Elliott afterward removed to Wisconsin and
spent his last days in Rock County. He was a
second time married, but had no children.
Our subject was the eldest of the four children,
three sons and one daughter, by the first marriage.
who live to years of maturity. His boyhood days
up to his sixteenth year were spent in his native
land, where he received a good common-school ed
ucation. Having learned the harness and saddle
making trade he followed it for some years in New
York. During that time he was united in marriage

in its support in his precinct. A man of strong
c0nvictions,n0tbing could deter him from ﬁrmly ad
hering to what he believed to be right. He was loyal
to his friends, sympathetic and charitable and ever
ready to help a person in need. Throughout the
community he was widely and favorably known,
and had many warm friends among the most prom
inent citizens of the county.

Mrs. Elliott, who

survives her husband and still makes her home in
Antioch, is a member of the Christian Church.

with Ellen Plummer, a native of England who

came to America at the age of thirteen years. Her
death occurred at their home in Antioch, in 1854,
and three children were left to share with the
father his loss: Theresa, the eldest, is living in High
land Park; and Emma also makes her home in that
place. William 1]., is now employed in one of the
leading hardware establisments on State Street,
Chicago. Mr. Elliott was again married March
20, 1870, in Pikeville, Wis., his second union be
ing with Alvira A. Button, daughter of Gideon S.
and Mary M. (Gregory) Button. Her father. a na
tive of New York, came West in 1843, journeying
across the country with a team, while his family
came by way of the lakes. They settled on a farm
near Salem, Wis., and then removed to the village.
Mr. Button died at the home of his daughter in

Antioch in 1881, at the age of eighty-one years,
and his wife departed this life in February, 1883,
having also attained the ripe old age of eighty
one. He was a member of the Congregational
Church, and in politics was a Whig and Republi
can. Two sons of the family are yet living—
Tlieodore

who

resides in

Kenosha,

\Vis., and

Thomas, a resident of \Vill County, Kan.
After coming to this county Mr. Elliott worked
at his trade for a time and at various other pur
suits. lle was a successful business man, sagaeious
and enterprising, and was prominent in public af
fairs. Socially he was a member of the Odd Fel
lows society and of the Masonic fraternity. [n
his political afﬁliations he was a Democrat, was an
active worker for the interests of the party, and
voted that ticket when his was the only ballot cast

\. C. RICHARDSON, a well known citizen of

Antioch, who is engaged in shoemaking,
was born in Mercer County, Pa., in

1828,

and is the fourth in a family of six children born
unto Charles R. and Rebecca (Calvin) Richardson,
His parents were also natives of the Keystone State,
and his mother of German descent. Charles Rich
ardson followed farming throughout his entire life,
and died on the old home place in Pennsylvania in
1836, at the age of forty-five years. His excel
lent wife survived him a quarter of a century, and

never left the old home.

Of their children Cath

erine is now deceased; John died in Pennsylvania;

Nancy is living in Mercer County, that State: T.
C. is the next younger; Susan is a resident of Jef
ferson County. Pa., and Rebecca, deceased, com
pletes the number. The parents were both mem
bers of the United Presbyterian Church, and took
an active part in its work.
We now take up the personal history of '1‘. C.
Richardson, in whom the people of Lake County
are especially interested. His early life was passed
in a manner not unlike that of other farmer lads
save that he had fewer advantages than many to
day receive. His opportunities for acquiring an
education were conﬁned to three months' attend
ance at the subscription school during the winter
season. His older brothers learning trades, the la
bor of the farm devolved upon him, and he con
tinued its management until he had attained his
majority. He then worked at the shoemaker ’s
trade, learning under the direction of his elder
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brother until 1864, which year witnessed his emi
gration to Illinois. In December of the following
year he removed from Waukegan, where he had
located, to Antioch. Various occupations have
furnished him a livelihood during the twenty-ﬁve
years of his residence here. He is one of the well
known citizens of the place, and in every public
movement for the good of the community or the
general welfare he is found in the front rank.
Mr. Richardson was married September 6, 1849,

Miss Eliza Garwood. a native, of Pennsylvania
becoming his wife. They have three children liv
ing—John. who is engaged in farming in Northern
Wisconsin; Mrs. Rebecea Burnett, of Antioch,
and Mrs. Belle Sugart, a resident of Fond du Lac,

Wis. The mother of this family died in 1882.
Mr. Richardson was joined in wedlock with Nancy
McDade. He and his wife are members of the
Christian Church, and are highly esteemed citizens
of this community. For three years Mr. Richard
son served as Postmaster. In politics he has been
a Democrat, since casting his ﬁrst Presidential vote
for Franklin Piercce in 1852. Socially he is a

March 25. 1822, and is one of six children, whose
parents were John and Christina (Patterson) Smith,

both of whom spent their entire lives in the old
country. Two of the children also died in Scot
land, the remaining four becoming residents of

America. Isabel is now residing in Chicago; James
died about fourteen years ago; and Christian makes
his home in Nebraska.
George Smith received liberal educational ad
vantages in his youth. and was also early inured to
work on the farm. He was a young man of seven
teen years when he bade good-by to home and
friends and sailed for America with the intention
of trying his fortune. The succeeding three years
after his arrival were spent in Kenosha County.
Wis, and in 1843 he settled upon his present farm
in Lake County, which has been his home continu
ously since. In Chicago in 1845 he was united in
marriage with Beatrice Yule, who was born in A ber
deen, Scotland, January 26, 1827.

Her parents,

Alexander and Margaret (Leeds) Yule, were also
natives of that country, and the mother died in Scot
land. The father spent his last days in Kenosha

member of the Odd Fellows lodge, and has ﬁlled

County, Wis, where he had settled in 1840.

most of the ofﬁces in that organization.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Smith have been born the fol
lowing children: Margaret, who is now deceased;
George, who is living in Champaign County, Ill.;
John, residing in Buenos Ayres, South America;

%%£JE—.

Christian, deceased; James, of New York; and

EORGE S. SMITH is the OWner of a highly
improved farm of one hundred and forty
acres situated on section 25, Antioch Town

ship, and ranks among the leading agriculturists of
the county. From a wild and barren tract be trans
formed his land ipto rich and fertile ﬁelds. Not
a furrow had been turned when he came upon it or
improvements made, but after plowing the land he
planted crops, and in the course of time abundant
harvests rewarded his labors. Year after year saw
the improved portion enlarged until now the entire
amount pays a golden tribute to his care and labor.
Stock-raising has also been an important branch of
his business, and in it he has won prosperity. His
log cabin home has long since been replaced by a
good frame residence, and its entire surroundings
indicate the thrift and enterprise of the owner.
Mr. Smith was born in Aberdeenshire. Scotland,

Ruby and Mabel at home. All were born on the
home farm in this county. The family holds a
high position in the social world, and has many
friends. Mr. Smith is an inﬂuential and honored
pioneer of the county, and in politics is a Republi
can. Prior to the war he was a stanch Abolition
ist. and cast his ﬁrst vote for James G. Birney.

$Q§§Q$E~w
AMES ALBERT BRAND is the owner of a
ﬁnely improved farm of one hundred and
seventy acres

on section

22,

Wauconda

Township, his home being pleasantly sit
uated only two and a half miles from the village.
He has the honor of being a native-born citizen
of Lake County, his birth having occurred Sep
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tember 10. 1850, in the township where he still re l the best grades. He is considered one of the rep
resentative and progressive farmers and stock
sides. IIis parents, James and Mary (Tallman)
Brand, were early settlers of this county. His
raisers of the community and is held in high regard
as a man of sterling worth and integrity. He has
father was born in Essex, England, in 1813, and
been School Director for a number of years in
by trade was a blacksmith, but in the latter part of
succession and has proven himself a valuable citi
his life followed farming. When about seventeen
years of age he emigrated to America and in the
zen in many ways. In politics he is astalwart Re
publican, having supported that party since’ attain
State of New York served a ﬁve years’ apprentice
ing his majority when he cast his ﬁrst Presidential
ship to blacksmithing. After traveling through
vote for Gen. U. S. Grant.
several different States he at length located in
Lake County, where he purchased one hundred and

sixty acres of Government land at $1.25 per acre.

W

His wife, a native of Canada, was born in 1811,

and died at the age of sixty-ﬁve years at her home
in this county. Mr. Brand had reached the age of
seventy-two when he was called to his ﬁnal rest.
In politics he was a Republican and was a respected
citizen in the community where he was so widely
known.
The family of James and Mary Brand numbered
ﬁve children of whom three are yet living. The
eldest, Martha, is the wife of William Burnett, a

resident farmer of Wauconda Township; Emma E.,
now deceased, was the wife of Henry M. Davis, of
Wauconda; James A. is the next in order of birth;
Eliza. is the deceased wife of Alonzo Anderson. a

farmer and Sarah is married and lives in Wauconda.
Throughout his entire life our subject has been
identiﬁed with the agricultural interests of Lake
County. being reared to manhood upon a farm.
His boyhood days were spent mid play and work
and in attendance at the district schools. When
he had reached the age of twenty-four years, he
left the old homestead and was united in marriage
with Miss Amelia Leonard, a native of Illinois,

born January 6, 1856. Their union was celebrated
in Cuba Township March 25, 1874, and has been

blessed by two children, a son and daughter—John,
who was born August 15, 1877, is now attending
school and is well advanced for a youth of his
age; Edith Estella, born August 17, 1884, is the
baby of the household. The home of this family
is a substantial and commodious residence and in
its furnishings gives evidence of the neatness and
taste of its occupants.
In connection with general farming Mr. Brand
engages in stock-raising and keeps on hand only

AMES SCOTT KNIGHTS, a veteran rail

\
(

road man and one of the popular conductors
of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway
Company, is a native of Boston, Mass, his

birth having occurred on the 5th of October, 1835.
His parents were William L. and Catherine (Scott)
Knights, also natives of Boston and descended from
old New England families. Our subject was reared
and educated in his native city, receiving his edu
cation in the old Mayhew School. When sixteen
years of age he began his career as a railroad man,
becoming an employe of the Boston & Maine Rail
road Company. Beginning at the bottom round
of the ladder as a cleaner of trucks. he worked his
way upward, being promoted from that position to
brakesman and thence to depot baggage master, af
ter which he was made conductor.
On the breaking out of the late war Mr. Knights
was one of the very ﬁrst to offer his services in de
fence of the Union. He at once enlisted on the
on the ﬁrst call of President Lincoln for troops,
which was made on the 15th of April, . 186i, and
became a member of Company I, of the historic
Sixth Regiment Massachusetts Infantry, of the
three months service, under Capt. John L. Picker
ing. He was with his command when attacked by
the mob of rebel sympathizers while passing
through Baltimore on their way to Washington,
April 19, 1861. After four months’ service the
regiment returned to Boston, where the boys re-en
listed for nine months and were assigned 'duty at
the Relay House between Baltimore and \Vashing
ton. On the expiration of their term of enlist
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ment they were mustered out and Went to their
various homes. While in the nine months’ service
Mr. Knights was detailed on Government railway
service, where his experience was made available
in the transportation of troops and supplies.
On returning to his home our subject resumed
work with the Boston & Maine Railroad Company,
continuing on that road until he had completed ﬁf
teen years of service with that company. In May,
1866, he went to Chicago, where he secured em
ployment with the Chicago & Northwestern Rail
road Company and ran the ﬁrst baggage train on
the Kenosha branch of that line. After running
as baggage master for six years he was made con
ductor and has continued in that capacity ever
since. For several years after coming to Illinois
he made his home at Lake Forest and since July,
1881, has lived in Waukegan.
On the 1st of May, 1856, Mr. Knights and Miss
Betsy J. Foss were united in wedlock in Lawrence,
Mass. The lady was born in Stratford, N. ll., and
is a daughter of Timothy Foss. Her father was
also born in Straﬁ’ord and her mother was a native
of Epson, N. H. Both were descended. from old
New England families. Four children were born
to Mr. and Mrs. Knights, three of whom are yet
living: Charles Walter, the eldest, died in infancy;
the survivors are Carrie, Mary J. and James Her

bert.
In their religious views Mr. Knights, his wife
and daughters are Congregationalists. Politically,
he is an enthusiastic Republican, having always
supported the policy of that party. He is a prom
inent Mason of the highest rank, a member of all
of the Masonic bodies of Waukegan, of the Orien
tal Consistory of Chicago and Medina Tem
ple of the Mystic Shrine. He is also a member
of Waukegan Post, No. 374, G. A. R., and of
the I. O. R. 0., Division No. l, of Chicago.
As a compliment and in testimony of their high
esteem for their brother, the members of the
several branches of the Masonic order at Milton.
Mass. have voted Mr. Knights an honorary mem
ber of their several bodies. His acquaintance
throughout the upper ranks of the Masonic order
in the United States is extensive and he possesses

the warmest fraternal regard of “Sir Knights,” who

represent nearly every State in the l’nion, and who
feel that their kindly feeling is reciprocated. Mr.
Knights is a moch Mason, :1 man of broad views,
steadfastand true to his friends and his obligations.
Possessing a great heart, strong feeling and the
tender sympathy of a woman. kindness and gener
osity are prominent characteristics of his nature
while the fraternal ties of the order have never pre

vented him from extending the right hand of fel
lowship to his fellow-men, regardless of all society
obligations. Mr. Knights has now been in the em
ploy of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Com
pany for twenty-ﬁve years, twenty years of which
time he has been running passenger trains. For
several years past he has been running as at pres
ent, having charge of the Waukegan 6r Chicago
Accommodation and is esteemed as one of the
most popular conductors in the company’s employ.
Adding his New England experience to that in the
West, Mr. Knights has now beenin railroad service
for forty years.
'
2%..

APT. ALBERT '1‘. SPENCER, Vice-Presi
@. dent of the Lake Michigan & Lake Superior
,/ Transportation Company, is one of the old
est boatmen on the lakes. He was born in West
ﬁeld, Chautauqua County, N. Y., May 9, 1821, and
is a son of Brainard and Sylvia (Birch) Spencer,
who were also natives of the Empire State. His
father was a manufacturer of boots and shoes in
Westfield,and about 1829 removed with his family
to Erie County, Pa., and seven years later to the

city of Erie. In 1849 they went to Chicago but
not liking the place they resumed their travels and
journeyed until reaching Waukegan, where Mr.
Spencer engaged in the boot and shoe business
until his death.

He died in 1855, at the age of

sixty-ﬁve years, and his wife, who lived to be

nearly ninety-three years old, died in 1886. He
served as Orderly Sergeant in the War of 1812.
In politics he was an old-line Whig and he and his
wife were both zealous Methodists.
The Captain is the only one living out of a fam
ily of seven children and therefore the duty of
perpetuating the family history devolves upon him.

"

“aw
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Our subject engaged upon his career as a sailor
when a lad of ﬁfteen years. As cabin-boy he
sailed on the steamer “Thomas Jefferson,” which

was owned by Charles M. Reed, and plied between
Buffalo and Chicago. Thus Mr. Spencer visited
the latter city as early as 1836, when it was but
little more than a wet swamp with a military fort
upon it. For several years he spent his summers
on the lakes, while the winter season was devoted
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Capt. Spencer and Miss Lucia 1‘}. Howe Wcrc mar
ried. She was born in the same township as her
husband and in 1834 emigrated to Chicago with
her father, F. A. Howe, Esq.

In 1856, our subject

moved his family to Waukegan, where he has an
elegant home commandinga ﬁne view of the lake,
upon the bosom of which he has been rocked since
his boyhood.
The family circle comprises the
husband, wife and three children: Charles F. A.,

In

Mrs. William H. Dodge and Louis, and they have

1838 he sailed on the steamer “Buifalo;" in 1839
on the new steamer “Wisconsin ;” from 1840 until

also lost three children, Martha, Albert '1‘., and

1846 on the “Missouri ;” from 1846 until 1850 on

respectively, in order of birth.
Capt. Spencer has always taken an active interest
in politics and is an out and out Republican. Both
he and his wife are members of the Episcopal

to study in the Erie Academy, of Erie, Pa.

the “Louisiana;” and in the latter year on the
“Keystone State.” This was the last of his service
on the water for Mr. Reed, in whose employ he
had been from the ﬁrst, though he served him in
other capacities. During a good portion of this
time he had been steward and purchasing agent.
the duties of the latter position including the ﬁll
ing of orders for Western merchants in Eastern
markets. In 1855 it was determined to run a line
of side-wheeled boats between Chicago and Col
lingwood to be called the Collingwood Line, which
included four steamers—“Queen City." “Niagara,”
“Louisiana,” and “Keystone State.” This line
connected with what is now known as the Northern
Railroad of Canada, is under the management of
the Grand Trunk Railroad. For nearly twenty
ﬁve years Capt. Spencer acted as agent for this
.line. Upon the completion of the Sault St. Marie
Canal in 1855, he commenced running to ports on
Lake Superior. This was the ﬁrst line to run be
tween Chicago and the Lake Superior country.
Mr. Spencer has been interested in a number of
steamers and propellers, among which are the
“Queen City,” "Garden City,” “Superior,” “Lady
Elgin,” “Ontonagan,” “Bechus,” “Ogoniz.” "Cuy
ahoga,” and “City of Madison.” In 1879, by the
consolidation of existing lines, the Lake Michigan
and Lake Superior Transportation Company was
formed and Mr. Spencer elected Vice-President,
which position he has held continuously since
They run ﬁve propellers—“City of Duluth,”
“Peerless,” “City of Traverse,” “Jay Gould,” and

“Joseph L. Hui-d.”
In Chicago, on the 6th of November, 1845,

William 0., who were the second, fourth and ﬁfth

Church.

He has seen vast improvements in his

line of business as well as in others and always
keeps abreast of the times. When he ﬁrst ran
into Chicago in 1836, there was but one landing

place and that at the corner of Rush and North
Water Streets, where the company of which he is
now Vice-President, is located to-day. In his
business the Captain has formed an extensive ac
quaintance and easily wins friends among them by
his genial manner and uprightness of character.

@ EORGE WOOD, deceased, is numbered
,
among the early settlers of this county, and
\j perhaps no one individual has done more
or neuter work on the records of the county than
be. A native of the Empire State, he was born in
Saratoga County, January 31, 1808, and received
a good practical education, which proved of great
beneﬁt to him in after life. His business career
commenced at an early age. While yet a youth be
commenced clerking in a store, which he continued
' for a number of years. On one occasion he made
a trip to London, Canada, to visit his brother.
This journey proved a momentous one to him, for
be there formed the acquaintance of Miss Cynthia
M. Loop, who was born near Montreal, January 8,
1813, and is a daughter of Nathaniel and Elizabeth
(Lester) Loop. They were married in London on
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the 27th of February, 1837, and soon afterward, in
company with three others started for Lake County,

lll., in a carriage. Northeastern Illinois was then
wild and unsettled, and the usual experiences of
pioneer life fell to their lot. Taking a claim in
Benton Township, Mr. Wood tried farming for a

riet A. became the wife of Charles F. Wiard, and'
died at the age of twenty-ﬁve; George H. lived to
be twenty-six years of age. Mrs. Wood isstill liv
ing. and though the loss of her family has made
her load of sorrows unusually heavy, she is still
reasonably well preserved for one of her years.

time, but his strength was not sufﬁcient for the hard

labor of developing a new farm, and he therefore
removed to Waukegan, where he made his home
until his death.

1:] '2

After coming to the city, he se

cured a position as salesman with D. O. Dickinson.
with whom he remained some time, and then en

gaged in merchandising on his own account. but
not being as successful as he hoped to be. he retired
from that business.
For many years Mr. Wood served in ofﬁcial po
sitions, either as principal or as deputy. He held
the township ofﬁces of Collector, Clerk and Treas
urer of the School Fund, and was also Deputy

County Clerk and Deputy Recorder of Deeds. As
a ﬁnancier he was not very successful, but his
cordialty and good humor won him many friends.
Whatever difﬁculties arose in his path he was al
ways cheerful and bright, looking not upon the
dark side, but hoping for better things. Socially
he was a member of the Masonic and Odd FelIOvrs'
fraternities, and in politics was a stanch Republi
can, warmly advocating the party principles.
Mr. Wood's life-work was ended on the 6th of
April, 1876, and his remains were laid to rest in a
cemetery near the city. His family consisted of
ﬁve children: William H., the eldest, enlisted for
the late war, and started for the front, but only
got as far as Chicago when he was compelled to re
turn on account of a sickness which terminated his
life in 1864, in his twenty-sixth year; Caroline I}.
married, and had a daughter, Caroline W., who is

the only grandchild. and is now the wife of Henry
Hayden, of Jackson, Mich., by whom she has two
interesting children, William A. and Henry A.
Lewis A., the third child of Mr. and Mrs. Wood,

enlisted in Company F, Sixty-fifth Illinois Infan
try, and served until nearly the expiration of his
term when he veteranized and came home to see his
dying brother. Having returned to his command,
he served but twenty-nine days, when he was shot
while on the skirmish line by sharp shooters. Har

/7 EORGE BUTLER, who is engaged in ear
lG pentering in Waukegan, claims New York
\\j\l as the State of his nativity. He was born
in Jamestown. Chautauqua County, September 9,
1840, and is a son of Caleb and Polly Butler, early
settlers of this county. The family emigrated
Westward in 1841, and located on a farm in Ben

ton Township. The early life of our subject passed
uneventfully, he attending school during the win
ter season and engaging in farm work during the
summer months. When the war broke out his sym
pathies were all enlisted in behalf of the Union, and
he marched to the defense of the Government on
the 7th of August, 1862. He enrolled his name
among the boys in blue in Company G, Ninety
sixth Illinois Infantry, and for two years faithfully

served his country, after which he was discharged
on account of injuries sustained. He was seriously
wounded at the battle of Chickamauga, September
20, 1863, receiving a gun—shot wound in the left
foot. It partially healed, and he remained in the
service until October 5, 1864, when no longer ﬁt
for active duty, he was discharged and returned to
his home.
On again reaching Lake County, Mr. Butler
learned the carpenter’s trade, which he has followed
continuously since in connection with wood and
machine work. He soon mastered the business and
built up an excellent trade. As his work is always
performed in ﬁrst-class order, and he earnestly de
sires to please his customers, he has had no trouble
in securing and retaining a. liberal patronage, such
as an energetic and industrious man deserves.
On the 26th of November, 1864, in Kenosha.

Wis., Mr. Butler was united in marriage with Miss
Sabra P. Harmon, a daughter of Luther Harmon.
The lady was born in the town of Warren, Warren
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County, Pa., September 26, 1842, and by her mar
riage has four children, two sons and two daugh
ters, namely: Ella E., Frank lI.. Lewis L. and Amy
E.

Ella, who was born June 26, 1867, is now the

wife of Willis Austin, a resident of \Vaukegan;
Frank H. was born October 5. 1871; Lewis, April

14, 1875; Amy E. ﬁrst opened her eyes to the
light of day February 17, 1879, and all three are
at home. The parents are consistent members of
the Baptist Church, who take an interest in its suc
cess, and do all in their power to promote the cause.
In politics Mr. Butler is a Republican, and socially
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of two years; Nancy, who is living in Readsboro,
Vt., is the widow of Christopher Shippe, a farmer,
who died at the age of ninety-two years; Daniel,
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work, mar
ried Lavina Hayward, a native of Massachusetts,
and is living in Wauconda; Ephriam wedded Ann
Hayden, and their hours is in River-ton, Conn.; An
drew, whose sketch also appears on another page
of this work, is a resident of Wauconda.

Mrs. Cook spent the days of her girlhood under
the parental roof, and when she had attained to
mature years, on the 10th of December, 1830, she

is a member of \Vaukegan Post, No. 374, G. A. R.
He is an upright and honorable man, a worthy and

gave her hand in marriage to Andrew Cook, a na
tive of Vermont. By their marriage thirteen chil

patriotic citizen.

dren were born, seven of whom are yet living:

W-m—w

\. fl RS. MARY COOK. of W'auconda, has for
half a century been a resident of this

county. She has therefore witnessed its
growth, has seen the advancement it has
made on the various lines of progress, and has borne
no inconsiderabie part in its upbuilding. Especially

IIomer, who is living in Waukegan, is represented
elsewhere in this work; , Monroe. a resident of Wau
conda Township, married Adeline Stone. who was
a native of New York, and died in 1886, after

which he wedded Mira Sharp, who was born in
North Adams, Mass; Mary Ann is the widow of a
Mr. Foster, and resides in Tracey, Miun.; Zilpha,
also makes her home in Minnesota; Arthur has his
life presented on another page of this volume; La
vina, the wife of A. J. Raymond, of Volo, 11].; and

has she been identiﬁed with its best interests, and

Lucy completes the family.

as one of the honored pioneers of the county is well
deserving of representation in this volume.

Will M. Clough, a native of Stamford, Vt., their

Mrs. Cook is a native of Athol, Mass. She was
born September 13, 1807, and is the ﬁfth in a fam

ily of ten children, whose parents were Daniel and
llepzebeth (Batchclder) Oaks.
Her father was
born at Bolton, near Boston. and throughout his
life followed farming. He was a leading politician
in the community where he resided, and a man held
in high esteem by all who knew him. Her mother,
too. was born in the Bay State. Of the family, Asa,
a Vermont farmer. married Miss Ruby Bangs, and
died at the age of sixty years; Luke, who wedded

She is the wife of

marriage having been celebrated in New York, Feb
ruary 11, 1886. Mr. Clouglr’s father, Orlln Clough,
was born in Vermont, in 1811, and died in 1885.

He was a stalwart Republican in politics. His
wife, whose maiden name was Betsy Jillson, was
born in the Green Mountain State in 1824, and

passed away in 1879.

Will Clough was educated

in the schools of Stamford, Vt., and has made his

Bethiah Bangs. was also a farmer, and died at the

life work that of farming. He belongs to the
Wauconda lodge of Modern Woodmen, the Pa
trons of Industry, and in politics is a supporter of
Republican principles. He met and married Miss
Lucy Cook, the youngest child in the Cook family.

age of sixty-nine years; Merrick married Elmira

She was born in June, 1852, and was educated in

Peak, and is living in Stamford, Vt., at the ad

the Wauconda Academy.

vanced age of eighty-seven years; Louisa, who died
at the age of forty-four years, was the wife of
Justus Bangs, a prominent citizen of the county,
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work; Mrs.

Cook and his wife bade good-by to their old home
in Vermont, and made their way around the Erie

Cook is the next younger; Adeline died at the age

conda.

In 1840, ten years after their marriage, Andrew

Canal and Great Lakes to Chicago, and on to Wau

Lake County was then in its infancy, be
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ing but sparsely settled, and giving but little
promise of the growth and prosperity which was
soon to transform it. Mr. Cook soon after his ar
rival bought three hundred and eighty acres of
land of parties who had entered it, but could not
redeem it, paying the Government price of $1.25
per acre. The ﬁrst dwelling in which they lived
was a log cabin, such being the prevailing style of
architecture in those pioneer days. The nearest
market was Chicago, and in the fall of 1840, a
remnant of the tribe of Winnebago Indians en
eamping on Fox River, were often visitors at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Cook. Deer have frequently
been killed within a quarter of a mile of their
house, and lesser wild game was to be found in
abundance. One summer Mr. Cook took a three
weeks’ trip to Wisconsin, leaving Mrs. Cook with

her baby, Arthur, and in her charge put twenty
eight pounds of silver. It was very lonely with no
near neighbors, but she was unable to carry her
baby and the money to friends, and in consequence
had to remain at home until Mr. Justus Bangs, her
brother-in-law, came up with a sled and took her
and the baby and the silver to his home for a visit.
Pioneer life in the West was a mixture of much
that was pleasant, and also much that was disagree
able. Prairie ﬁres would frequently sweep over
the country, striking terror to the souls of all in
its path. The hardship and privations were many,
yet in looking upon those days, many incidents of
pleasure and happiness are recalled. Mr. Cook
continued his farming operations and was very suc
cessful in his undertakings. Generally he har
vested good crops, and in course of time his posses
sions had so accumulated that he was numbered
among the wealthy citizens of the community.
In political affairs Mr. Cook took a prominent
part, and was a stalwart Republican. He was hon
ored with many ofﬁces of trust, having served re
peatedly as School Director, School Trustee, Road
Commissioner, Supervisor, Town Trustee and Treas

urer. The ﬁrst session of the Board of Trustees
was held in his house. His ﬁdelity to duty made
him an efﬁcient ofﬁcer, which fact is indicated by
his many years of service in public life. On the
31st of December, 1884, he passed away.

For

lifty-four'years Mr. and Mrs. Cook had traveled

life's journey together, sharing with each other its
joys and sorrows, its adversity and its prosperity,

but at length were separated by the hand of death.
In 1880 they celebrated their golden wedding, and
many friends met with them to commemorate the
day on which as husband and wife they had started
out in life together.
Mrs. Cook still survives her husband. She has
a pleasant home in Waucouda, and in the social
world ranks high. Her circle of friends and ac
quaintances is extensive, and embraces the best
people of the county. Her home is a brick resi
dence situated at the northern extremity of Main
Street, and besides that piece of property she owns
three hundred and thirty acres of ﬁnely improved
land. Although she is now eighty-four years of
age, she is still well preserved both physically and
mentally, and with the vigor of her younger years,
she often takes trips to distant parts of the county
to look after her business interests.

MW
' \JHOMAS EDWARDS, a retired farmer, re
@ siding on section 7, Newport Township, is

_/ a native of England.

He was born on the

25th day of February, 1811, in Bristol, and his
father, Thomas Edwards, Sr., was also born at that

place, where he was reared to manhood and kept a
public house. In connection with his father he
built a vessel, which went to the bottom of the

sea on its third trip, and thus both father and
grandfather lost all their means. In Bristol Mr.
Edwards, Sr., married Judea Angell, both were
members of the Church of England. He died in
Shropshire, and his wife preceded him to the ﬁnal
home. Their family numbered ﬁve children, three
sons and two daughters—-Joseph, Thomas, Ann,

Sarah and George. Our subject is the only sur
viving one, the others having died in England,
where they spent their entire lives.
Thomas Ed wards, whose name heads this sketch,
grew to manhood in Shropshire, where he received
a common-school education and was apprenticed at
the age of fourteen to the wagon-maker’s trade,

serving until he had attained his majority.

He
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then began work on his own account, following

that pursuit until 1843, when he severed his bus
iness connections in that country, bade good-by to
his old home and sailed for America, accompanied
by his wife and two children. His ﬁrst place of
residence in the United States was in Kcnosha,

Wis.. where he remained three years, working for
the Mitchell Wagon Manufacturing Company. In
1846 he came to Lake County and bought eighty
acres of Government land on section 7, Newport

Township. Not a furrow had been turned, or an
improvement made, but with characteristic energy
he began its development and continued its culti
vation until 1856, when he started for Kansas. He

loaded his household effects into two wagons and
started with thirty head of cattle and six horses,
going by wayof Quincy and through Missouri, to the
Kansas frontier. 0n arriving there border ruflians
would not let him cross the boundary, as he was an
anti-slavery man,so he returned to Illinois and made
purchase of his present farm of one hundred and
ten acres, which has since been his home. Great
is the contrast between its appearance that day and

this; then wild and uncultivated, with no improve
ments except two log houses—now a rich and fer
tile tract,

with

a comfortable

residence, good

outbuildings and everything necessary to a model
farm.
On the 1st of April, 1839, in Staffordshire, Mr.
Edwards and Miss Mary A. Warren were united in
the holy bonds of matrimony. The lady was a
daughter of James and Ann (Grove) Warren. ller
father died when she was quite small, and a broth
er, living in ' roy, N. Y., is the only member of
the family living in this country. Unto Mr. and
Mrs. Edwards have been born nine children, six of

whom are living. Thomas, died in Kenosha, Wis.;
Emily J., died in this county. at the age of nine

years, and Maria died in childhood.

The living

are, Ann, wife of Edward Turk, of Clark County,
lowa; George, who married Ella M. Sunburn, and
operates the home farm; William Henry, who
learned the bricklayer’s trade, resides in Evanston,
but runs an elevator in Chicago; Charles Alfred,
is a farmer of Rosecrans; Mary L., wife of Wayne

Harvey, who lives at Gages Lake, in Avon Town
ship; Alice, wife of l). Fenlon, of Kenosha.
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Mr. and Mrs. Edwards were formerly members
of the Episcopal Church, but for the past thirty
years have belonged to the Congregational Church,
and are faithful workers for its interests. In poli
tics he was a Whig, with strong anti-slavery sen
timents, and when the Republican party was
organized espoused its cause. Mr. Edwards has
devoted his time and attention wholly to general
farming. He has led a quiet and unassuming life,
faithfully discharging his duties of citizenship, and
has won the kindly regard of all with whom he
has come in contact. He and his wife are widely
known throughout this community, where they
have many friends.

aMMeE~
AMU EL

DEWEY WARNER, a retired

farmer and well-known citizen of Antioch,

was born in Onondaga County, N. Y., Au
gust 29, 1829, and comes from Revolu
tionary stock. Thomas Warner, his father, was born
in East Stockbridge, Mass. in 1793, and when a
young man removed to New York, where at the
age of twenty years he was married to Miss Mary
Dewey, daughter of Samuel R. Dewey, who for
seven years served in the War for Independence,
part of the time as a commissioned ofﬁcer. Mr.
Warner followed farming in the Empire State until
1836, when he came up the lakes on a sailing-vessel
to Chicago. That city was then a mere hamlet in
which the Indians far exceeded the white popula
tion. He ﬁrst settled on the Des Plaines River in
Cook County and later made a claim on Loon Lake,
Antioch Township, this county. The land was not
surveyed and asingle wagon track led to the place.
In February, 1838, the family removed to the vil

lage of Antioch until a log house could be built
upon the farm. \‘Vhen they moved into the dwell
ing it contained no windows or doors. blankets be
ing hung up to shut out the outer world. Soon,
however, the comforts of civilization were supplied,
the cabin was replaced by a more commodious resi
dence and the land was transformed into rich and
fertile ﬁelds. Mr. Warner continued to make his
home upon the farm until 1874, when he removed
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to Antioch where his death occurred June 27, 1881.
His wife died on the 12th of July following. They
had traveled life’s journey together for the long
period of sixty-seven years and death did not long
separate them. He was a member of the Union
League during the war, and in politics became a Re
publican after the dissolution of the Whig party.
A typical pioneer he lived a useful life and died
respected by all.
The Warner family numbered ten children, eight
of whom grew to mature years: Mrs. Charlotte
Jones, a resident of Antioch; Chase W., deceased;
Mrs.

Ethelinda

Butterick, of Avon Township;

Thomas B., of Waukegan; Samuel D., of this
sketch; L. C,, a resident of Colorado: Sarah who

died in 1862, leaving a husband. C. T. Granger
who studied law, settled in Waukon, Iowa, was
elected State’s Attorney, afterward Circuit Judge,

els proved an interesting experience and thereby
be added not a little to his knowledge of men, their
customs and our country. In l858 he took charge
of the old farm and in addition to its management
and cultivation cared for his father until his death.
After sixteen years spent in agricultural pursuits
he removed to the village of Antioch, where he
has since resided, but still owns one hundred and

eighty-seven acres of line land. On his removal
he embarked in merchandising in which he was
quite successful but is now living a retired life.
In former years he engaged quite extensively in
the dairy business, carrying on the largest dairy
in the neighborhood.

It was Mr. Warner who

shipped the ﬁrst can of milk to Chicago from
Antioch. He has been identilied with the county
and its interests for ﬁfty-three years and his resi
dence in Antioch Township covers a longer period
than that of any other of its citizens.

and is now Supreme Judge of Iowa. He served as
Captain of an Iowa regiment during the late war;
On the 24th of August, 1862, Mr. Warner was
the youngest of the family is Mrs. Ellen Wright, ‘ married in Avon Township to Philena Burnett; her
of Sand Lake, this county, and excepting her, all
parents, Amzy B. and Joanna (Granger) Burnett,
emigrated from Wayne County, N. Y., to Illinois
were born in New York.
_
in 1849, and for four years resided in Wauconda.
Samuel R. Dewey visited the home of his little
whence they removed to Avon Township, there
grandson at the time of his birth, bestowed upon
making their home until about ten years ago. Mr.
him his name and gave to him a pair of silver
Burnett died June 1, 1891, at eighty-three years of
sleeve buttons which he had worn throughout his
age; his wife died April 22. l890. Four children
service in the Revolutionary War, and which are
have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Warner, three
engraved with his initials. It is needless to say
of whom are yet living: Estelle M., wife of Dr.
that this keepsake is priceless to the possessor.
Fisher, of Chicago; Berdella M. who died at the
When a lad of eight years Mr. Warner was brought
age of sixteen years; Blanche and 'Burnett Dewey
by his parents to Lake County. He attended the
at home. The children were provided with good
pioneer schoolhouses, which were built of logs, and
educational advantages, Estella having attended
conned his lessons upon an old slab seat that was
Hillsdale College, while Blanche pursued her stud
supported by wooden pegs. He may be said to
have entered upon his business career at about
ies in the Chicago schools. Both have been en
that time, for he worked as a farm hand receiving
gaged in teaching and were quite successful in that
work. Mrs. Warner has been a member of the Meth
in compensation for his services a pound of butter
per day, which he then sold. It was in 1853 when
odist Church for ten years and has taken an active
part in its work. For over thirty years he has been
he left the parental roof and went to Iowa. The
associated with the Masonic lodge at Millburn,
following year with an ox-team he crossed the
plains to California, where he spent four years in
and has held membership with the Sons of Temper
ance and Good 'l‘emplars, having from early life
the mines and also kept a trading post on the emi
been a strong opponent of the liquor traﬂic. For
grant road between the summits 0f the Sierra Ne
ten years he has been connected with the School
vada Mountains. He made ﬁve trips from this
post to Placcrville during one summer, when such
Board and the cause of education has found in him
a warm friend, ever ready to advance its interests.
ajourney was a hazardous undertaking. llis trav
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For ﬁve terms he has served as Assessor of Antioch,

a fact which indicates his faithfulness to duty. The
village ﬁnds in Mr. Warner one of its best citizens
and it is with pleasure that we present his sketch to
the readers of this ALBUM.

-~>e~>sis<~e

four years and was meeting with good success in
his undertaking when. his building was destroyed
by ﬁre. He then resumed work at his trade which
he has followed continuously since. Being an ex
pert workman and desiring to please his patrons,
he has built up a good business and the best build
ings in Warren Township are the work of his hands.
His home is on section 22, where he owns a small

'7 AMES D. JOHNSON, a carpenter and
builder and one of the leading business men
of Warren Township, residing on section 22,

claims New York as the State of his nativity.
He was born in Otsego County, in 1833, and is a

son of Elisha and Taphena (Dennison) Johnson.
Ilis father was a New York farmer and followed
that vocation in pursuit of fortune throughout his
entire life. His wife died in 1869, leaving foui'
children, J. D., of 'this sketch being the eldest;

Sylvester is married and resides in New York;
Henrietta and Sarah died the year succeeding their
mother’s death. For a second wife, Mr. Johnson
wedded Philey Tolhert, a native of New York, and

they became parents of three ehildren—Eri is mar
ried and resides in the Empire State; Mrs. Mary
Eustus; and Ellen.
James D. Johnson spent his boyhood days in his
native county where he acquired a good English
education in the common schools and learned the
trade of carpentering and building. A marriage
ceremony performed in Herkimer County. N. Y.,
in 1854, united the destinies of our subject and
Sarah Ann Shaw, who was born in that county and
is a daughter of John and Sarah (Johnson) Shaw,
also natives of New York. Her father was an
agriculturist and died in 1878, having survived his
wife some six years. Mr. Johnson continued to
follow his tradeln the Empire State until he started
Westward when he became a resident of Ionia
County, Mieh., where he remained until 1860, when

he went to Pike’s Peak, C0l., where he engaged
in mining for two and a half years. On his return

he located in Lake County, in 1863 settling in
Warren Township where he engaged in sheep rais
ing until 1866, at which time he built a cheese
factory in Warren Township, the ﬁrst establishment
of the kind ever in the county. He oper'ated it for

farm of twenty-four acres. He is a public-spirited
and progressive citizen who takes an active part in
everything pertaining to the advancement of the
community and its interests. In politics he votes
with the Republican party and has served 'as Super
visor of Warren Township four terms, Commis
sioner of Highways and Township Treasurer. He
has also been a member of the School Board and
for one year served as Chairman of the County
Board of Supervisors. Whenever called upon to
ﬁll any public ofﬁce he discharges his duties with
a promptness and ﬁdelity which satisﬁes all con
cerned.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were born the follow
ing children the eldest of whom, Eugene, is now mar
ried and resides in Northern Michigan; Emily is the
wife of John Freed, of Waukegan, by whom she
has two children; George resides in Montana; and
Lena, wife of Robert Strong, acarpenter and builder
of Warren Township. The mother of this family
was called to her ﬁnal rest in 1867, and the follow

ing year Mr. Johnson married Mrs. Martha M.
(Chapin) Boyce, daughter of Amos and Caroline
Cliapin, who were natives of New York and came
to Lake County at an early day, settling in War
ren Township. His death occurred in 1863, and
Mrs. Chapin died in 1872.

Magda—v—
(EUGENE E. GILBERT, one of the represent
ativc citizens of Waucunda Township, re
1L,/. sides on section 26, where he owns a ﬁne
/
w;
stock farm. Within the boundaries of his land are
comprised ninety-two acres, and the horses, cattle
and sheep which are found upon the place are as
ﬁne as can be seen anywhere in Northeastern Illi
nois. Such industry and energy have characterized
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his life that his career has been a. most successful
one and he may truly be called a self-made man.
Mr. Gilbert was born in Hillsdale, Columbia

County, N. Y., among the beautiful Catskill Moun
tains, May 2. 1843, and is the elder of two sons
whose parents were Rodney and Harriet Emeline
('l‘yler) Gilbert. His only brother, Amos Knox.
died August 17, 1845. The father was a native of
New York, born March 27, 1815. By the death
of his parents he was left an orphan at the age of
seven years and was reared by his uncle, Amos
Knox, upon a farm. He married Miss Tyler, who
was born' October 11, 1820, and died on the 31st

of “October, 1845. Prior to her marriage she had
been a teacher in the schools of the Empire State.
After the death of his wife Rodney Gilbert was
again married September 23, 1846, to Lydia Au
gusta Hall, and by their union were born ﬁve chil
dren, two sons and three daughters: Orpha R., who

years, he enlisted in the service of his country as a

member of Company 1), One Hundred and Forty
sixth Illinois infantry, at Springﬁeld, where he was
mustered into the United States service. Col. H. H.
Dean commanded the regiment, which was prin
cipally engaged on provost guard duty. Two com
panies I) and H, were sent to Quincy, lll., where

they served as provost guards for about six months
months and then returned to relieve a Michigan
regiment. Mr. Gilbert was conﬁned in the hos
pital about two months during the fall of 1864, and
on the close of the war was honorably discharged
in Springﬁeld, 11]., July 11, 1865.
The year following his return on the 30th of
December, Mr. Gilbert and Miss Catherine A.

Grifﬁn were married. The lady was born in Syra
cuse, N. Y., September 24, 1839, and is the only
daughter of James and Eliza (\Vashburn) Grifﬁn,
pioneer settlers of this county of 1843. IIer father,

is married and resides in Lake Geneva, Wis; Adel

a native of Ulster County,

bert L., also married, is connected with R. C.
Spencer in the business college of Milwaukee, Wis;
Tyler A. is married and successfully carries on
farming on the old homestead in Avon Township;
Emma 11. is the wife of Samuel Curry, of Chicago,
and Mary R. is a teacher in the Milwaukee Busi
ness College. When our subject was about a year
anda half old his father emigrated with the family
from the old home in Columbia County, N. Y., to
Avon Township, Lake County, Ill., traveling by
way of the lakes. This was in September, 1844.
He made a claim of one hundred and twenty acres
and when the land came into market purchased it

and by trade was a boot and shoe maker but dur
ing the latter part of his life engaged in agricul
tural pursuits. He died in 1887 at the advanced
age of eighty-three years. His wife, who was born
in Columbia County, in 1803, died in 1873. and
their remains were interred in the cemetery near
their old home. As before stated they had only
one daughter and but one son, Fitch La Fayette,

of the Government at $1.25 per acre.

He made

farming his principal occupation through life but
also engaged in preaching the Gospel as a minister
of the Baptist Church. He died December 16, 1888,
at the age of seventy-three years.
Eugene Gilbert, whose name heads this sketch,

was reared in the usual manner of farmer lads,
aiding his father in the cultivation of his land and
in the winter season attending the district schools
of the neighborhood. His primary education was
supplemented by a course of two terms in the
Waukegan Academy. N0 event of special import~
ance occurred in his life until in 1864, when on

the 1st of September, at the age of twenty-one

Y.,was born in 1804,

who died in 1863, while serving as a soldier in the

late war.

Mrs. Gilbert acquired her education in

the common schools and the Wauconda Academy.

By her marriage two children have been born—
Amos Tyler who is now twenty-one years of age,
and James William,aged nineteen.

Both are at

home and are industrious, enterprising young men
who will no doubt-make successful farmers.
The home of this estimable family is a large,

commodions residence situated in the midst of one
of the fertile and valuable farms of VVaucouda

Township.

The well-kept outbuildings and many

improvements denote the thrift and enterprise of
the owner but Mr. Gilbert is best known as :1ku
raiser. He is the owner of a ﬁne horse—Prince G.
aged ﬁve years, whose weight is one thousand

pounds. He is valued at $1,000 and his pedigree
is traced back to Justin Morgan, the celebrated
horse which is known to every stock-dealer in the
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country. Mr. Gilbert is also the owner of the ﬁnest
Merino sheep in the county and now has a ﬂock of
ninety. One male sheep Owned by him sheared
forty-ﬁve and one-fourth pounds of wool from one
year’s growth.
In his political affiliations Mr. Gilbert is stanchly
Republican. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Abraham Lincoln in 1864, and not long afterward
attended the funeral of that illustrious hero. He
has never sought political preferment, desiring
rather to give his entire attention to his business
interests and home duties, yet as School Director
he has proved himself an efﬁcient and capable oﬁl
cer for nine years. Socially, he is a Master Mason
and is now Senior Warden in Wauconda Lodge,
No. 298, A. F. dz A. M. He also belongs to the
Grand Army Post of Wauconda. His wife is a
charter member of the W. R. C., No. 368, in which

for four years she has served as Treasurer and also
holds membership with the Patrons of Industry.
Mr. Gilbert has the best interests of the community
at heart, has ever supported those enterprises which
are calculated to aid in its upbuilding and both he
and his wife are numbered among the leading and
respected citizens of the township. Both are rep
resentatives of pioneer families of the county and
are well deserving a representation in this volume.

>~~-~eaaa~s-——~
ULIUS C. DEVINE is an enterprising
l farmer of Newport Township. He resides
C.)

on section 26, where he was born October
4, 1846. His father, Philan Devine, was

born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., September 24,
1812, and as his family were in limited circum
stances: he received very meagre educational advan
tages, being early forced to earn his own liveli
hood. When a young man he came West with a
horse and wagon intending to locate in Wisconsin,
but was pleased with Lake County and its future
prospects and here made a settlement. Three years
later. in 1845, he married Polly Graham, a daugh
ter of John and Sarah Graham,of Ohio, in which

State her birth occurred. She was reared in the
town of Perry, Lake County. The Graham family
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settled in \Varrcn Township when there were only
about six families within its borders. A number
of years later they removed to Sheboygan County,
Wis., where the death of Mr. Graham occurred.

His wife died in Minnesota. They were parents
of ten children, six of whom are now living, namely:
Mrs. Devine; Ezra, who resides in Martin County,

Minn.; Stephen, who is living near Faribault,
Minn.; Oliver, of Spokane Falls, Wash.; Frank, of

Grays Harbor. VVash., and Susan G., who is also a
resident of that State.
On coming to this State Mr. Devine entered
one hundred and sixty acres of land from the Gov
ernment and in a log cabin began life in the West.
He went through the usual experiences of those
early settlers, clearing and breaking the land, plant
ing crops, etc., and at last met with the result
which is the outcome of thrift. enterprise and in
dustry. The boundaries of his farm were extended
until it comprised three hundred acres of valuable
land and he died a wealthy man although he came
to the county a poor one. His death occurred
April 22, 1872, and his remains were laid to rest
on the old homestead. He was a man of ﬁrm con
victions, conservative and stood high in the estima
tion of friends and neighbors. His wife still sur
vives him and is living with her son. In their
family were ﬁve children, the eldest of whom is
Julius. Jane was the wife of John S. Shea and
died in June, 1881. Sarah is the wife of George
H. Shea. who is farming near the old homestead,
and Stephen died at the age of nine years.
The days of his boyhood and youth our subject
spent in this locality and probably his entire life
will here be passed. Nothing of special importance
marked his earlier years, play alternating with work
on the farm. He assisted his father until his death
and since that time has had charge of the Devine
homestead. In connection with general farming
he carries on stock raising. making a specialty of
cattle and horses, of which he keeps tine grades on
hand. He possesses good business ability and in
the pursuit which he has made his life work is
gaining a comfortable competene.
As a citizen
he is faithful to every duty and takes an active in
terest in eVerything pertaining to the welfare of
‘ the community. He has served his townsmen as
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Highway Commissioner and School Trustee two
terms and for four years has been Justice of the
Peace. Socially he belongs to the lodge of the
Modern Woodmen of America, in Russell. He
ﬁrst voted the Democratic ticket, supporting Sey
mour, but in 1884 he voted for James G. Blaine,
since which time he has been a Republican. He
is a well-informed man who keeps posted on all the
questions of the day, both political and otherwise.
In 1871 Mr. Devine was united in marriage with
Miss Harriet C. Lewin, a native of England, who
was brought to America by her parents when a
year and a half old. Unto them have been born
the following children: George; Bessie, who died

affairs and kept himself well informed concerning
the issues of the day. His ballot was cast in sup
port of the Democratic party until Abraham Lin
coln was nominated for the Presidency, from which
time he voted with the Republican party.
Both Mr. Marks and his wife were members of
the Episcopal Church. Ilis death occurred in
1866, and his wife passed away a year and a half
before. Of their ﬁve children only one has become
the head of a family. Robert, the eldest, success
fully engaged in mining in California for nine
years and then returned to Waukegan, where he
died at the age of thirty-eight; William went to

aged ﬁfteen years; Laura, Mary, Addie and Elsie.

growing fora time and then continued his west
ward eourse to Australia. He was an expert swim
mer and took great delight in the water, but one day

M
W

while bathing in the river that runs through Mel

‘UvENJAMIN MARKS, deceased. In present
' .\ ing this sketch to the readers of the B10
l GRAPIIICAL ALBUM we record the life of
one of the pioneer settlers of Lake County,
and one of its esteemed citizens. Mr. Marks was
of Irish birth, born near Dublin.

Southern California, where he engaged in orange

His father was

a man of wealth and inﬂuence, and was thus en
abled to provide his son with the best educational
advantages. When a young man he resolved to
try his fortune in America and sailed for the United
States. He spent some time in New York City,
where he met and married Miss Jane Jenkinson,

who was also born in the Emerald Isle near the
birthplace of her husband, and came to the United

States with relatives. Soon after their marriage
Mr. Marks started \Vestward.
In the history of Lake County the Hon. E. M.
Haines gives among the settlers of 1836 the name
of Benjamin Marks; thus it will be seen that few
had earlier settled in the county. A tract of land
upon which Ft. Sheridan now stands was purchased
and he began life in the West. He was a man of
ample means and made large investments in real
estate in different parts of the county. After liv
ing in Deerﬁeld Township for some time he re
moved to Waukegan, where he spent the remain
der of his life. As every true American citizen
should do, he took an active interest in political

~bourne he was seized by a shark and carried away.
His remains were found some days later. Perme

lia met with an accident that rendered her a crip
ple and she died at the age of twenty-eight years;
Benjamin is an extensive stock-raiser of Council
Bluffs; and Miss Josephine, of Waukegan, is the
only representative in this county of that worthy
pioneer family.

.*+4._;;g__
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ALEB BUTLER. deceased, is numbered
@ among the pioneer settlers of Lake County.
J He came to Northeastern Illinois in the fall
of 1841, when its prairies were still in their primi
tive condition, when its homes were mostly log
cabins, and when its cities were but villages. The
work of progress and upbuilding seemed scarcely
begun, and in the laborious task of transforming the
county Mr. Butler ever bore his part. The history
of his life is as follows:
Mr. Butler was born in Rutland County, Vt., on
the 9th of January, 1792, grew to manhood in the

Green Mountain State, and on the 4th of March,
1813, having attained to mature years, wedded Miss
Polly Whitney. In 1830 they removed to New
York, settling in Jamestown, Chautauqua County,

and eleven years laterstartcd Westward. Mr. But
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ler settled in the town of Benton, near the State
line on the old Milwaukee road, where be cleared

and plowed land and developed and improval a
farm, upon which he made his home until his death.
The usual experiences, including the hardships and
privations of frontier life fell to his lot, but by en
ergy and perseverance he overcame many of the
obstacles in his path. His death occurred on the
25th of June, 1870, at the advanced age of seventy
eight years. His wife died nine years previous on
the 26th of March, 1861.
This worthy couple were parents of ten children,
ﬁve sons and ﬁve daughters, of whom six are liv
ing at this writing, two sons and four daughters.
In political sentiment Mr. Butler was a supporter
of the Republican party, and felt a deep interest in
its success. In religious belief be was a Baptist,
and his wife held membership with the same church
to which he belonged. He led a busy and useful
life, which lengthened out to nearly four-score
years, and is a worthy representative of that hon
ored pioneer class who laid the foundation for the
present prosperity of Lake County.

WWW
OSEPH DEHART is one of the very earliest
settlers of Lake County and is now living
a retired life in \Vaukegan, enjoying a well
earned rest after a long and useful business
career. He ﬁrst settled at a point known as the
New York House in what is now the town of
\Vaukegan, June 1, l835, when this region was a
part of Cook County; later it formed a part of

McHenry County and then was organized into
Lake County. The Indian title had only been ex
tinguished the February previous and the Indians
were not removed until a year later. Mr. Dehart
claims that there is but one other now living whose
settlement in the town dates as early as his. As
he is widely known throughout the community we
feel assured that this sketch will prove of interest
to many of our readers.
Mr. Dchart is a native of Morris County. N. J..
and was born near a small town called Two Bridges,
on the banks of the Passiac River, on the 10th of
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February, 1808. His parents were Boltis and Mary
(Budd) Dchart, worthy people of that county.
Joseph was reared on his father’s farm and ac
quired his education in the public schools.
He
continued to work at farming in his native State
until twenty-seven years of age, when in the spring
of 1835 he started for Illinois, then the far West

and the border country between civilization and
the home of the red men. He made a claim on
Government land near the present site of the city
of I'Vaukegan, not being aware that he was a tres
passer on Indian grounds, which, however, was the

case as the Indians were not removed until the fol

lowing year.

He improved his claim and in the

course of time purchased the tract at the land sales.
On July 4, 1839, Mr. Dchart married Miss Fanny

Stowell, daughter of Nathan and Sarah (Butterﬁeld)
Stowell and a native of Waitsﬁcld, Washington
County. Vt. With her parents she came to Lake
County at an early day. She was a consistent
member of the Congregational Church from girl
hood and an exemplary woman. After forty-eight
years of wedded life she died in her eighty-eighth
year, leaving no children, though they raised one
child and partly raised two more.
On his arrival in the ecllnty Mr. Dchart applied
himself assiduously to the cultivation and develop
ment of his land and continued to carry on his
farm until the fall of 1864 when he sold out, and
on the 4th of April, 1865, removed to Waukegan
where he bought a small tract of six acres. Ile
continued to cultivate his land in the city for sev‘
eral years and then divided it into town'lots, sell
ing at a good advance. He still has his residence
and other property here but has his capital invested
largely in Wisconsin. He was brought up under the
auspices of the Dutch Reformed Church but after
his marriage joined his wife in attending the Con
gregational Church. In political sentiment Mr.
Dehart was formerly a Republican but is now a
Prohibitionist. While residing on his farm he
served several years as School Director and also as
Road Overseer. Since coming to the city he has
lived a quiet life and since his wife’s death has
been entirely alone.

Mr. Dehart is now in his

eighty-fourth year and, except fora defect in his
hearing, is in full possession of his faculties and is
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still bright and active. He has spent a long
useful life in agricultural pursuits and is a
type of the unpretending, honest farmer.
record is without a blemish as an upright man
good citizen.

and
fair
His
and

\ ANIEL OLCOTT DICKINSON, deceased.
was born in New York, February 7, 1816,
and died at his home in Waukegsn March

18, 1869. As he was well and favorably
known among the citizens of that period his sketch
will be of interest to many of our readers. During
his boyhood he left his native State and went with
his parents to Canada. His father was sick for
many'years with consumption, and hence the sup
port of the family fell upon the mother. Their
limited circumstances early forced the children to
begin

life for themselves, and as soon as old

enough Daniel began working to help support the
family. After he had attained to mature years he
married Sarah A. Cory, by whom he had eight
children, four yet living.

The eldest

of these,

David C., is now engaged in business in New York
City; Adelia is employed as a teacher in the public
schools of Chicago; Daniel 0. served in the late
war, and is now engaged in the express business in

New York, and'Harriet C. resides in Helena, Mont.
The mother of this family departed this life in
1854, and on the 3d of June, 1856, Mr. Dickinson
wedded Martha C. Scott, who was born in North

Hadley, Mass, January 27, 1826. She is a lady
of culture who was graduated from Mt. Holyoke
College in 1845, and for ten years thereafter was
employed as a teacher in that institution. She is a
daughter of Rufus and Martha (Dickinson) Scott,
both of whom were natives of Massachusetts where
they spent their entire lives. Both were members
of the Congregational Church. Her father carried
on an extensive lumber business, took a prominent
part in public affairs and was a highly esteemed
citizen. He died at the age of ﬁfty-seven years
while on a visitin Kenosha, Wis., and his wife died
in Massachusetts when thirty-four years of age. In
their family were six children, of whom three are
now living, as follows: Mrs. D. O. Dickinson of

this sketch; Mrs. Judge F. E. Clark of Waukegan;
and Rufus who was one of the valiant soldiers of
the late war, and is now living in North Hadley,
Mass.

One of the deceased, Aaron

Scott, was

killed while defending his country during the War
of the Rebellion.
D. O. Dickinson, whose name heads this sketch,
came to Waukegan among its earliest settlers and
became an extensive business man, engaging in
merchandising, operating a gristmill, dealing in
, grain and owning several boats. He acquired a
fortune but lost the greater part of it by grain
dealing. When Little Fort became incorporated as
a village he was chosen its ﬁrst president, and in
1843 was appointed its Postmaster. Six years
later when the place took on the name of IVauke

gan he again received an appointment to that posi
tion. He took an active part in all public affairs,
in politics was a Republican, and in his social rela
tions was a Mason. In his house met the company
which organized the First Congregational Church
of Waukegan, and with it he held membership for
a number of years. but subsequently united with
the Presbyterians. His death occurred March 18,
1869.
By the second marriage of Mr. Dickinson were
born seven children, but two were called home in

infancy: Lucy C., is now the wife of Robert Green;
Charles S. is teller in the First National Bank of
Chicago; William H. is engaged in merchandising
in Castle, Montana; Martha A. is at home, and

Emily M. is engaged in teaching in the schools of
this connty. Mrs. Dickinson is a member of the
Presbyterian Church. The family are well known
in this community and hold a high position in the
social world.
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HARLES F. A. SPENCER is one of the ris
ing young business men of Chicago, and is
a representative of one of the well-known
families of Waukegan, being the eldest son of Al
bert T. and .Lucia E. (Howe) Spencer. He was
born in a house situated at the corner of Dearborn
and Washington Streets, Chicago, September 13.
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1846. Having received a good business education
he put his knowledge into practical use in his fa
ther’s oﬁice in his native city, which he entered at
the age of ﬁfteen years, remaining until he had at
tained his majority. He showed such faithful ap
plication to the business and such was his ability
that in 1866, when only twenty-one years of age
he was called to Milwaukee to take charge of the
ofﬁce of an important steamship company. In
the following year he returned to Chicago and took
charge of the Milwaukee and Lake Superior line
of steamers, at the same time doing a commission

business with the merchants along the Lakes
\Vhen in 1879, by the consolidation of two Lake
Superior lines, the Lake Michigan and Lake Super
ior Transportation Company was formed, he was
chosen Secretary and Treasurer at the ﬁrst election
of ofﬁcers and has held the position continuously
since, having become the largest stockholder in
the company. lie is a man of splendid business
qualiﬁcations, and in consequence has been emi
nently successful.
Mr. Spencer was married in Chicago in 1872,
his union being with Mrs. A. J. Wounacott, who
died in 1883, leaving two children, a son and
daughter—May 11. and Albert LeRoy. Mr. Spen
cer is now a resident of Chicago.
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IEREMIAH R. DADY. a manufacturer of
carriages, wagons, sleighs, etc., of Wauke
gan, takes rank among the leading business
men of that city, where he has carried on
operations for many years. He was born in Liberty
ville Township, this county, January ‘22, 1844, and
is a son of Owen and Margaret (Conners) Dady,
both of whom were born in County Kerry, Ireland.
{In early life they came to the United States, loca
ting in Massachusetts, where their marriage was
_celebrated. In the year 1838 they emigrated to this
county, about 1841 or 1842, locating in Liberty
ville Township where both parents died at a com
paratively early age, the wife being but thirty-three
years old and the husband in his thirty-ninth year.
.
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Both were members of the Catholic Church. They
left ﬁve children. all of whom are still living—
Robert is an extensive farmer of Waukegan Town
ship; James is engaged in blacksmithing in Gurnee,
this county; Jeremiah R. is the next younger;
Mary is the wife of John Powers, a resident of
North Bend, Neb.; and Owen F. is a blacksmith in

Brule County, Neb.
Our subject is a self-made man having through
life been dependent upon his own resources and
the success he has achieved is due entirely to his
own efforts. He was left an orphan when about
ten years old. He spent some ﬁve years with
Michael Connely of Benton Township and then
worked as a farm hand for wages until eighteen
years of age when he began to learn the trade of a
wood workman in the carriage factory owned by his
brother Robert.

In 1865, he and his

brother

James purchased the factory and after two years
James sold his share to Robert. The brothers
continued the business until 1870, since which time

Jeremiah R. has been sole proprietor. He has the
largest establishment of the kind in the city. The
wood and iron workshops are 24x75 feet and in ad
dition to this he has erected a solid brick building
three stories in height with a basement, the dimen
sions being 32x100 feet, the first ﬂoor of which is
used for a carriage repository, and the two upper
ﬂoors for painting and trimming. It is gratifying
to know that this is all the legitimate fruit of the
honest efforts of its possessor.
Mr. Dady has been four times married. In 1866
he wedded Mary Shea, who enjoyed ashort married

life of only ﬁve months. His second union, cele
brated in 1868, was with Sarah Crawford who lived
only ﬁve weeks. Two years later he married
Margaret Mullery and she survived eleven years.
His present wife was formerly Mary Doyle. Their
union was celebrated October 24, 1883. and unto
them have been born an interesting family of four
children, two sons and two daughters:

Arthur 0.,

Margaret M., Mary D. and Vincent J. All of the
family are members of the Catholic Church.
In his political afﬁliations, Mr. Dady keeps him.
self well informed on the issues of the day. He is
a member and also ﬁnancial Secretary of the Cath
olic Foresters; belongs to the Modern Woodmen of
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America and to the Royal Arcanum of which he is
Treasurer. He ranks among the old settlers of the
county, having for forty-seven years made his
home within her borders.

'————~+~r%®%>3+4¢——

residence on Grand Avenue, where they now make
their home.
In political sentiment Mr. Carman was a Repub
lican as are all of his sons. His son James enlisted
in the armyas a member of Company D, One Hun
dred and Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry on Septem
ber 5, 1864, and served until the close of the war

OHN

CARMAN, deceased.

Among

the

early settlers of Lake County must be men
tioned the worthy Englishman whose name
l heads this sketch as he was one of the lead
ing citizens of the community. Hislife record is as
follows: He was born in Norfolk, England, on
November 20, 1800, and died at his home in Benton,

April 25, 1881, at the age of eighty-one years. He
was the son of John and Lydia ('I‘igh) Carmen,
and was married in his native country in 1831, to
Miss Jane Freeman, a daughter of James and
Esther (Tippel) Freeman. The lady was a native
of Suffolk. England, and died in Benton, Lake
County, October 8, 1886.
The same year of his marriage Mr. Carman emi
grated to America and with his wife settled in
Wayne County, 1’. Y., where he engaged in farm
ing until his removal to Lake County, Ill., in the
fall of 1844. On coming to the West be located on
section 20, in the town of Benton where he made
for himself an excellent home, adding to his
original purchase until he had acquired four farms
aggregating six hundred and sixty-eight acres of
ﬁne productive land. In the family were six sons
and two daughters, the two y0ungest of whom were
born in the town of Benton, while the elder four
were natives of Wayne County. N. Y. IVilliam,
the ﬁrst born, married Maggie Farrer and is an
agriculturist of the town of Benton; Esther, the

eldest daughter, is the wife of James W'. Morrison,
of Charles City, Iowa; James married Augusta

Sinu and is a farmer of Benton Township; George
wedded Ella Knowlton and is also engaged in farm
ing in Benton Township; David and Mary are still
single and reside in Waukegan; two sons died in
infancy. They remained with their parents and
took care of them in their old age until their deaths,
when they removed to \Vaukegan, coming to this
city in February, 1891, having purchased a ﬁne

Mr. and Mrs. Carmen were brought up under the
auspices of the Episcopal Church in their native
country and attended that church after coming to
America. He was a man of energetic disposition,
possessed active habits and until a short time prior
to his death was very athletic. He was obliged to
make his own way in the world without assistance
from any one and when he landed in Wayne
County, N. Y., had but twelve sovereigns as a total
cash capital. He worked as a laborer until he had
saved enough to buy a farm in New York and by
industry and frugality he acquired asmall amount
of ready money with which he came to Lake
County. He was assisted in making a home by his
children who eventually were helped in return to a
good farm. A man of unimpcachable character,
his word was as good as his bond. His children are
all in prosperous circumstances and inherit the
principles of integrity and honesty that character
ized the lives of their parents.
W

ENRY CONRAD, a retired cooper of Wan
l kegan, is a native of Belgium. He was
born in 1822, and is a son of John and

Catherine (Binzer) Conrad, who were also
natives of that country. The early life of our sub
ject passed away unmarked by any event of special
importance until at the age of twenty years, he
came to America in the year 1842. On crossing
the Atlantic he landed in New York City where
he spent one year and then went to Bethlehem,
Ohio, where he remained for four years. His next
place of residence was Chicago where he again
followed his chosen trade of coopcring until 1853,
which year witnessed his arrival in \Vaukegan. He
entered the employ of Mr. Hubbard, a cooper of
this city, with whom he remained for twenty-ﬁve
years but has now retired from active business life.
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On May 9, 1855, in Waukegan, Mr. Conrad was

joined in wedlock with Miss Mary Rahiling, a
daughter of Henry and Mary (Medica) Rahiling.
The lady was born in Prussia in May, 1835, and in

3.57

Many accounts of America and the excellent
advantages it affords to young men reached Mr.
Bracher, and he resolved to save enough money to

pay his pass-age to this country. The year 1856
saw the realization of his hopes. In company with
two others, he crossed the Atlantic and went to

1852 accompanied her parents to America, the
family coming direct to Waukegan. Unto Mr. and
Mrs. Conrad have been born eight children, seven
sOns and a daughter as follows: Henry John who
married Abbie Good. and resides in Kilbourn City,
Wis; Albert F. married Anna Green, and is the
present Sheriff of Lake County; Joseph W. died
at the age of twenty-eight years; Carrie is single
and makes her home with her parents; Andrew L.
is serving as Deputy Sheriff of the county; John
Rodolph is employed as a salesman in the dry goods

Hearing that the Government was about to send
troops to Utah to suppress the Mormons, he joined
the Tenth United States Infantry for ﬁve years at
Ft. Leavenworth, Kan. Upon reaching Salt Lake
City they found that Buchanan had sent peace com
missioners to the unruly inhabitants. Fifty miles
beyond they built a camp for ﬁve thousand men
called "Camp Floyd.” where they were stationed

heuse of Steele dz Fox, Joseph and Edward are

until the war broke out, and were then ordered to

still students.
Mr. Conrad was always a strong anti-slavery man,
doing everything in his power to promote an Aboli
tion sentiment among the people and in earlier
years supported the Republican party which was
formed to prevent the further extension of slavery
but he is now voting with the Demoeracy. He and
his family are members of the Catholic Church. Mr.

return to the States.

Conrad is much respected as an honest hard-work

ing man who is true to all duties of citizenship.

St. Louis, where he remained for a short time.

Mr. Bracher enlisted at St.

Louis, on the 8th of January, 1862, in the Thir

teenth‘ Missouri Cavalry, which was afterward
consolidated. with the Fifth, and served as Provost
Marshal at Rolla under Gen. McNeal. He was mus

tered out on the day of the assassination of Presi
dent Lincoln, and on receiving his discharge went
to Tolono, Champaign County, [11., where he en
gaged in farming until 1871. We next ﬁnd him
in Florence, Kan., near where he pre-empted a
soldier's homestead. On selling out, he returned
to Tolono, Ill., and later came to Gurnee.
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In Warren Township, in February, 1878, Mr.
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R. BRACHER, Postmaster and merchant

of Gurnee, was born in London, England,
on the 17th of January, 1886, and is a son
of lVilliam and Mary (Darnell) Bracher,

Bracher was joined in wedlock with Miss Jessie
Boyce, the daughter of Lieut. Henry C. Boyce,
who was wounded during his service in the
late war, and is now engaged in editinga paper
in California. She was born in Lake County, and

Ilis father was also a native of London, and a

by their marriage have been born two sons—Le

wood-turner by trade. Both he and his wife spent
their entire lives in their native land. Our subject
attended school until nine years of age, when he
applied for a position in a baker shop, and out of
a dozen applicants for the place was chosen. He
received three shillings per week for running er
rands, out of which sum he was to board himself.
He lived with his parents and out of the sum which
he earned was allowed two cents per week for
spending money. He was never idle, for when he
could not get one kind of work he was employed
at something else.

roy W. and Herbert Leslie.
Shortly after coming to Gurnee, Mr. Bracher es
tablished a general merchandise store, which he

has since carried on.

In 1874 he was appointed

Postmaster at that place, which position he yet

ﬁlls, having held it under Cleveland's administra
tion, although he is a radical Republican. He en
joys a large trade and the conﬁdence of all who
know him. Socially he is a member of the Grand
Army Post of Waukegan, and is aKnight Templar
Mason.

His neighbors all speak well of him, his

friends are many and his patrons acknowledge him
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to be an honorable and upright business man. His
efﬁciency as a Postmaster is unquestioned, for he
has long held the ofﬁce. We will in this volume
record the life of no more worthy citizen than J.
R. Bracher, and we join with his friends in wishing
him continued prosperity and happiness.

eldest, died at the age of nine years; Milton 1’.
married Miss Clara L. Brown, and is now employed
in_ the Auditor’s ofﬁce of the Chicago tiz N0rth
western Railroad Companv in Chicago; Jerome C.
married Miss Almeda B. Shaul, and is a member of
the ﬁrm of Lindsey & Biddlecom, merchant tailors

of Waukegan; Elizabeth H., is the wife of Frank
B. Earl, of Chicago; Frank L. married Miss Susan

~~aerﬁ£gwé$§~

AMES BIDDLl-ICOM, a well-known early
1 settler of Lake County, was born in Deer
,

ﬁeld, Oneida County, N. Y., August. 17,

j 1819, and was a son of Charles and Rhoda
(Barker) Biddlecom. His parents were also na
tives of Oneida County, the father born June 2] ,

Nash and is now a civil engineer of Ouray, Col.
Mrs. Biddleeom survived her husband about ten
years, and died on the 13th of February. 1875.
He was a radical Republican, 0. member of the
Presbyterian Church, and a worthy citizen, who
was held in universal esteem.

WW“
1780, died February 20, 1830, and the mother
born June 8,1782, died on the 6th of October,

1835. The family was originally from England
and was established in America by two brothers

EROME C. BIDDLECOM, of the ﬁrm of
Lindsey dz Biddlecom, merchant tailors of

of the name of Biddlecom who emigrated to this

Waukegan, was born in this city, on the

country prior to the War of the Revolution.
The early life of our subject passed unevent
fully. In his native county he married Miss Har
riet Pratt. daughter of Jonathan and Elizabeth
(Tisdale) Pratt, the union being celebrated in 1816.
The lady was born in Oneida County. and lost her
father in childhood. The young couple began
their domestic life in the Empire State but after
about a year emigrated Westward and took up their
residence in the town of Newport, Lake County,
Ill. For a year Mr. Biddlecom operated a farm in

4th of November. 1851, and is a son of
James and Harriet (Pratt) Biddlecom. He ﬁrst
attended the public schools of his natiVe city and
then supplemented that training by pursuing a
classical course of study under private instruction.

that town, after which he removed to \Vaukegan

and entered upon the discharge of the duties of

On attaining his majority he started out in life for

himself and embarked upon his business career in
Chicago, whither he Went in 1872, and engaged in
the hat and cap business in company with his
brother, M. l’., keeping what was known as the

“Genuine Hat Store." Together they carried on
business in that line for about four years, when
Mr. Biddlecom returned to Waukegan, and in Jan

County Clerk, to which ofﬁce he had been elected.

uary, 1877, formed the existing partnership with

On the close of the term he was re-elected and at
each successive election was given the position
until he had ﬁlled the ofﬁce for twelve consecutive

Thomas H. Lindsey, since which time this house
has conducted a successful and ever-increasing
business. They carry the largest and most com
plete stock of goods in their line in the county
and by correct business methods and a desire to
please their customers they have won well~deserved
popularity.
In Waukegan. on the 15th of December, 1876,
Mr. Biddlecom led to the marriage altar Miss Al
meda B. Shani, a native of New York, born in
Otsego County, and a daughter of Johnson and

years.

He became one of the leading citizens of

Waukegan and was prominently identiﬁed with its
interests. In 1864, be aided in the organization
of the First National Bank of that city and be
came the ﬁrst cashier of that institution, a position
which be ﬁlled until his death, which occurred on
the 10th of December, 1865.

Five children, four sons and a daughter, were

born to Mr. and Mrs. Biddlecom: William, the

Julia J. Shaul, of Waukegan.

Unto Mr. and Mrs.
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Biddleeom have been born two children, a son and

daughter: Willard J., born April 7, 1878, and Belle,
born August 1, 1883. Both were born in Wanke
gan. In political sentiment Mr. Biddlecom is a
Republican and feels an interest in the success of
his party yet he has never sought ofﬁcial honors.
He is a Knight Templar Mason, belonging to Wau
kegan Lodge, No. 78, A. F. & A. M.; Waukegan
Chapter, N0. 41, R. A. M.; and Waukegan Com
mander-y, No. 12. K. T. It is said that one does
not win honor in his own country. Whether or
not it applies to honor it is not true of success. as
is proved by the case of Mr. Biddlecom who is
now regarded as one of the leading merchants and
business men of his native city.

f» HARLES WHITNEY, senior member of
@7 the law ﬁrm of Whitney & Upton, of Wau
’/ kegan, was born in Lake County, 11].. on
the 6th of October, 1849, and is a son of Havelia

and Harriet (McNitt) Whitney, honored pioneers
of this county, whose sketch appears elsewhere in

this volume. Our subject received a common
sehool education, after which he entered upon the
study of law in the ofﬁce of Blodgett, Upton &
Williams, of Waukegan, and after a thorough
course was admitted to the bar in September,
187l. His senior preceptors are now both on the
bench. Judge Blodgett is on the Federal bench
in Chicago, and Mr. Upton is Judge of the Twelfth

Judicial Circuit of Illinois.

Mr. Whitney began

practice alone in this city, but spent the winter
of 1872—73 in Chicago, where he was employed in
the abstract ofﬁce of Hardy, Simmons & Co., until
January, 1876, when he returned to Waukegan,
where he formed a law partnership with Judge
Joseph L. Williams, formerly of the ﬁrm of Bled
gett, Upton & Williams, and established business

in Waukegan. A year later Mr. Williams went to
Colorado, after which Mr. Whitney was alone
until the existing partnership with W. C. Upton
was formed in 1885.
In politics Mr. Whitney is a Republican and
has held various otﬁees of honor and trust. He

359

was elected State’s Attorney of Lake County in
1886, which position he held until 1887, when he
resigned. He was chosen a member of the City
Council, served two years, was then re-eleeted, but
resigned in order to accept the ofﬁce of Mayor,
to which he was elected in March, 1886.

While

in the Council he was Chairman of the Board of
Education and is now a member and Secretary of
that board. In 1887 he was appointed Master in
Chancery, and still holds that position.
In the town of Warren, Lake County, on the
3d of May, 1871, Mr. Whitney was united in mar

riage with Miss Lodima Brown, a daughter of Al
bert and Delia Brown. She was born in Edmeston,

Otsego County, N. Y., June 25, 1851, and has been
a resident of Lake County since 1856. They are
now the parents of three children, two sons and a
daughter, namely: Fred B., who was born Septem
ber 18, 1874; Charles Ray, July 6, 1879; and
Ethel May, April 2], 1883.

All were born in

Waukegan.
Mr. \Vhitney is interested in banking in Arling
ton, S. D., as a partner in the Central Dakota
Bank. Socially he is a Knight Templar Mason,
belonging to Waukegan Lodge, 1'0. 78, A. F. d:
A. M.; Waukegan Chapter, N0. 41, R. A. M.; and
Waukegan Commandery, N0. 12, K.T. He is also a
member of the National Union Insurance Associ
ation. It is now twenty years since Mr. Whitney
began practice at this place. By close application
to business and the exercise of superior natural
ability, supported by a well-grounded knowledge of
the law, his success has been such as to command

for him the acknowledged leadership of the Lake
County bar.

——-w-—

_
._ '

tors of the Waukegan Livery Stable, is a
native of New York, his birth having oc
currred in Geneseo, Livingston County,

on the 17th of October, 1863. His father, Edward
McArthur, is a native of the same place, and was

born September ‘2, 1839. The family is of Scotch
origin. The paternal grandfather of our subject
died in New York, but his widow still lives, mak
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ing her home in Waukegan. At the age of seven
teen years Edward McArthur began to learn the
drug business, in which he continued until Decem
ber, 1863, when he enlisted in Company G. Four
teenth New York Heavy Artillery, though the
regiment served as infantry. IIis command was
called to the Army of the I’otomac, and he partici
pated in the battles of the Wilderness, Spottsyl
vania, Cold Harbor, Petersburg and South Side
Railroad. His service extended over a period of
twenty-two months, and on the close of the war he
was discharged in Washington, D. C.,after partici-_

patingin the Grand Review of the Northern troops,
which took place in that city. Returning home he
again engaged in the drug business.
Before the beginning of the war, on the 4th of

was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary Northrop,
a native of Vermont, their marriage taking place in
Fairﬁeld. that State. While she was visiting in
Waukegan he had become acquainted with her, but
went to the Green Mountain State to celebrate
their nuptials. They have one son, Harold E. The
lady is a member of the Congregational Church.
Mr. McArthur is a supporter of the Republican
party; a member of the Modern Woodmen of
America, and the Royal Arcanum; and is Captain
of the Post of Sons of Veterans, of Waukegan. He
is an active, energetic and capable young business
man, and has met with deserved success.

WW“

March, 1861, Mr. McArthur married Miss Nancy

E. Griswold. a native of Livingston County, N. Y.,
and unto them have been born two children. a son
and daughter, Archie and Clara V. In 1868 the
family came to Waukegan. where the father again
embarked in the drug business, and with the ex
ception of about three years he has been engaged
in that line of trade continuously since, the period
of his business, being, with one exception, the long
est of any druggist in the city. In 1882 be en
gaged with his son in the livery business, and is
still a member of the ﬁrm. In politics he is a Re
publican, and is a charter member of Waukegan
rost No. 374, G. A. R., of which he is I’ast Com

mander and Post Surgeon.
Our subject spent the ﬁrst years of his life in his
native State. and was then brought by his parents
to Waukegan, where he has made his home contin
uously since. He was educated in the city schools
and lacked but one year’s study previous to grad
uation when he entered his father’s drug-store.
About a year and a half was sufficient to convince
him that he did not care to follow that business,

and after being employed for a short time in a
wholesale drug house in Chicago, he became book

OHN McALlS'l‘ER. deceased. was born in
Falkirk, Scotland, October 2, 1802, and was

a son of Alexander and Elizabeth (Brash)
\j‘ McAlister. About 18l6. his parents with
a brother and sister of our subject came to Amer
ica, and located in Canada. _His father, however,

returned to Scotland and there died, while his
mother died in Lake County. Ill. In his boyhood
days our subject was in general service in Scotland.
In Canada, he married October 2, 1838, Jane
Strang, born in Perthshire, Scotland, October 18,
1817, who is a daughter of John and Margaret
(Cleland) Strang, both of whom were natives of
Scotland. When a young man John Strang in com
pany with two brothers, started to come to the
United States, but was impressed aboard a British
man-of-war, and was kept in service four years un
til he became sand blind. He went home and there
farmed until 1834, when with his wife and nine

children he came to America. being ﬁfty-two days
on the water, and settled in Canada, but about 1838,
came to this county and settled at Millburn. At
his death he was in his eighty-seventh year, while
his wife died when ﬁfty-seven years old. They

keeper for J. N. Adams, a commission merchant of

had ten children, but the oldest died in Scotland.

that city.

The parents were both members of the Presby

In the month of January, 1882, he went

into his father's livery stable, and two years later
became a partner in the business. They do the
most extensive business in town.
On the 28th of September, 1887, Mr. McArthur

terian Church. Mrs. McAlister is the sixth in the
family.
About 1842 our subject removed from Canada
to this county, coming through by team. The
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roads were few and houses scarce. They settled in
Newport Township, where Mr. McAlister bought
one hundred and sixty acres of land from the Gov
ernment, but the deed was not recorded until 1887.
Having lived on the farm until 1882, he removed
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to Waukegan, where he died December 6, 1888,

box be cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for the log
cabin candidate, William Henry Harrison. For
many years, or since the organization of the party,
he has been a stalwart Republican. His family
numbered eight children, four sons and four
daughters, but only three are now living. The

leaving no children.

He was a Republican in poli

eldest died in infancy; Lavina, is the wife of John

tics, and both he and his wife were of the Presby

Winters, a boot and shoe merchant of East Paw
paw, Ill.; William is the next younger; Martha,

terian faith. When he came to Lake County he
had only his team and $25 in cash, of which amount
822 were spent for a 00w. For over forty years
Mrs. McAlister did the work of a man in the ﬁeld
in addition to her housework, and though now
seventy-three years of age, is yet stout and hearty.
She has made a present of the old home farm, to
her nephew. Robert Dugall, as an inducement for
his removal to America. Such a liberal gift will
certainly be appreciated.

\

ILLIAM MARBLE, who for sixteen years
has been engaged in blacksmithing in Wau
conda, and is accounted one of the lead

became the wife of William L. Wood, a mechanic

and carpenter and joiner, and at the early age of
.twenty years her death occurred; Franklin died at
the age of two years; James died,aged four years;
Angeline died in infancy, and Wyman is living in
East Pawpaw, where he follows blacksmithing.
He married Miss Ada Plummcr, who is now de

ceased, and unto them was born a daughter,
Blanche, aged eight years.
As William Marble is well known throughout
this community, we feel that his sketch will be re
ceiVed with interest by many of our readers. The
ﬁrst eleven years of his life were spent in the State
of his nativity, and in 1845 he accompanied his
parents to Kenosha, Wis., where they rested one
night and then went to Avon Township, Lake

being laid to rest in the cemetery at East Pawpaw,
Ill. She wasa consistent member of the Metho
dist Church, and a lady beloved by her many
friends. Mr. Marble is a member in prominent
standing of the Independent Order of Odd Fel
lows. He has taken an active part in politics. and
during the exciting campaign of 1840 was one of
the drivers of an old log cabin drawn by sixteen
horses. The shouts of “Tippecanoe and Tyler

County. where the father located a claim of one
hundred and twenty acres. Upon that farm our
subject spent the greater part of his boyhood, aid
ing in the development of the land, or assisting
his father in the blacksmith shop. During the
two years that Orin Marble was in California,
William took care of the family and his mother,
who was an invalid. It was a heavy responsibility
to rest upon the shoulders of one so young, but he
faithfully performed his work, and every duty de
volving upon him. After his father's return he
engaged in blacksmithing for himself at Goodale
Corners. Lake County.
At the age of twenty-ﬁve Mr. Marble was uni
ted in marriage with Miss Viola E. Wood. the wed
ding taking place April 29, 1861. She is a daugh
ter of George L. and Phcube B. (Potter) Wood.
Mrs. Marble was born in Wyoming County, N. Y.,
December 14,1839. Her father was born in the
Empire State in 1807, and traced his ancestry back
to England. On the last day of the year, 1829,

too,” awoke much enthusiasm, and at the ballot

he led to the marriage altar Miss Potter, who was

ing citizens of that place, was born near the city

of Cleveland, in Cuyahoga County, Ohio. August
19, 1834, and is a true son of the old Buckeye
State. The family was probably founded in Amer
ica during the Colonial days.

The father of our

subject Orin Marble, was born in New York, July
16, 1813, and when a young man learned

the

blacksmith’s trade, which he has followed more or

less throughout his entire life. He is still living
in Lee County, at the age of seventy-eight years.
He married Miss Louis Green, who was born in
New York, in 1810, and died in 1885, her remains
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born in New York, in 1810. They emigrated by
water to Lake County in 1843, landing at Little

of Wauconda and Crystal Lake, and when his
school rlays were over he began work at the black

Fort, now Waukegan, and from thence went to

smith’s trade, which he has since foll0wed.

Volo, in Wauconda Township. He was a public
spirited man who became quite prominent in the
community, and in him the people placed the at
most conﬁdence. His death occurred at the age of
by his side in Volo Cemetery, where now stands a
beautiful monument erected sacred to their mem
ory. As they were among the early settlers of the
county they experienced many of the hardships
and trials of pioneer life.
The following year after his marriage Mr. Mar
ble left his young wife and enlisted on the 5th of
August, 1862, as a member of Company B, of the
Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, under Capt. Salis
bury. He was mustered into the United States

a young man of whom the parents may well be
proud. Possessing no bad habits whatever, but
many excellencies of character he has won the
high regard and esteem of all with whom he has
come in contact.
As before stated Mr. Marble has been engaged
in blacksmithing for sixteen years in “’auconda,
and the liberal patronage which he receives, attests
to his efﬁciency as a workman. Socially he is an
honored member of Wauconda Post, No. 368, G.
A. R., and in politics has always supported the Re
publican party, since casting his ﬁrst vote for Gen.
John C. Fremont. He ﬁrmly believes in its prin
ciples, and his inﬂuence is ever exerted for its suc
cess. Both he and his wife are consistent members

service September 20, 1862, in Rockford, and sent

of the Methodist Church, and earnest workers in

seventy-six years, and in 1883, his wife was laid

He is

to Covington, Ky., later to Lexington and Louis

the Master’s vineyard.

ville, from thence to Nashville and Franklin, Tenn.,
where a battle occurred. For six weeks he was
conﬁned in the hospital at Nashville, and on

lives, the genial manner which characterizes both,

his recovery joined his regiment then stationed at

Franklin, Tenn. He participated in the campaign
in the eastern part of that State, and took part in
battle of Chickamauga, where the sole of his left
boot was shot off, and his blouse and cap pierced by
many bullets. He also tOok part in the battles
of Resaca, Franklin,‘ Nashville, was

with Gen.

Their honorable, upright

have won them many friends, and they hold a high
position in the social world where worth and intel
ligence are the passports to the best society.

e‘ LIJAH AMES, deceased, was horn in the
L1]
town of Concord, Franklin County, Vt, in

served

"E15 1813, and died at his home in Kenosha

throughout the Atlanta campaign. He wore the
blue for two years and ten months, and was honor
ably discharged from the service at Camp Harker,
Tenn., on the 10th of June, 1865. He was one of
those who had fought to save his honored country,
and now that his services were no longer needed
he laid don'n the musket, and joyfully returned to
the dear one awaiting him at home.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Marble have been born four
children, two sons and two daughters, but only one
is now living. Martha V. died at the age of two
and a half years; Byron died in infancy; and Viola

County, Wis., November 10, 1885, when about

Thomas

in

his

chase after Hood,

and

F. died at the age of two and a half years.

Oren

Lewis, the only surviving child, and the third of

sevent '-tl1ree years of age. He belonged to one
of the old Massachusetts families which was estab
lished in America during Colonial days. His
father, Elijah Ames, Sr., was born in Boston. and
during his childhood removed with his family to
Vermont, where he grew to manhood on a farm.
In that State he married Rizpah Whipple, and sub
sequently they became residents of New York
whence they journeyed Westward to Illinois.
Our subject was quite young when he went to
New York and with his parents he also went to
Pennsylvania, settling in Tioga County, in 1839.
As a helpmate on life’s journey he chose Miss

the family, is now a young man of twenty~tw0
thbe '1‘. Amos, a cousin, whose father served in
years. His education was acquired in the schools | the War of 1812, and was present at the battle of
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Plattsburg.

The daughter was born in Tioga

County, and spent her maidenhood days under the
parental roof. In September, 1840, just after their
marriage the young couple started Westward with
the determination to seek their fortune on the
broad prairies of Illinois. They journeyed by way
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oerat in early life but afterward became a Repub
lican and a stanch adherentof the party principles.
Mrs. Ames is also a member of the Methodist
Church. For the past three years she has made
her home in Antioch and being a most estimable
lady has many friends.

of the lakes and landed at Kenosha, Wis., then a

small village called Southport. On section 13,
Antioch Township, Lake County, they located and
began life in true pioneer style. Their home was
a log cabin with mud and stick chimney and their
farm was still in its primitive condition, not a fur
row having been turned or an improvement made.
Mr. Ames continued its cultivation only three
years and then purchased land on section 11, of
the same township. where he resided for thirty
years. when he removed just across the line in Ken
osha County. The usual experiences and hard
ships of frontier life were borne by our subject
and his worthy wife. He used up allhis money in
meeting the expenses of the journey and thus with
no capital had to begin anew in the \Vest. He
often walked ﬁve miles to do a day’s work and
would drive long distances to market with an ox
tcam, nor was it an easy task to break land and im
prove a new farm but he possessed unbounded
energy and determination and as the result pros—
perity smiled upon his efforts.
In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Ames were eight
children—Walter who served for four years and
seven months in the Thirty-seventh Illinois In

fantry and was Colonel on the Governor's staﬁ’, is
now a legal practitioner of Brookville, Pa.; Lydia
is the wife of Jerome Story; Edmond is a practic
ing physician of Antioch, whose sketch is given
below; Rizpah Grandy is residing in Kansas; Tru
man is a. lawyer of Dubois, Pa.;\Vatie is a resident
of Chicago; and Lillian and Ella complete the

family.

All of the children were born in Lake

’
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EDUTIIUN lI. TALCOTT, one of the
oldest and most highly respected pioneers
of Lake County, was born in Rome. Oneida
County, N. Y., on December 31, 1825. His
parents were Asahel and Eleanor (Rose) Talcott.
who were also early pioneers of this county of

1834. The Talcott family of which the subject of
this sketch was a worthy member, is one of the
oldest in the United States, and is of English ori
gin. The genealogy of the family as prepared
from authentic records, begins with John Talcot
of Cold Water, Essex County, England, whose
ancestors were originally of Warwickshire. The
records of heraldry in the British Museum, dating
prior to 1558, show the arms and pedigree of the
Talcot family in Essex County. A subsequent
record of 1634 shows the same arms and pedigree,
but with the name spelled Talcott. John Talcott,
the ﬁrst known of the name. resided in Cold Water,

as previously stated. He married ﬁrst a Wells, by
whom he had three children: John, Robert and a.
daughter. On the death of his ﬁrst wife he married
Marie Pullen by whom he had six children. John
Talcott died in his native town about November I,
1606. His widow died in the same place June 19,
1625. Of the second generation John Talcott, son
of the foregoing, is supposed to have been born in
Colchester, prior to 1558. He married Annie,
daughter of William Skinner, and they had six

County, were educated in the public schools and
grew to mature years in this community. As be
fore stated Mr. Ames died November 10, 1885,
thus one of the great men of the county passed

children.

away—great in his goodness. He was long a faith

John and Annie (Skinner) Talcott, was born in
Braintree, and married Dorothy Mott, probably a

ful member of the Methodist Church in which he
served as Steward and was never known to shirk a
duty or betray a trust. In politics he was a Dem

John Talcott died in Braintree, near

Colchester, in the early part of the year 1604, and
was known as “Talcott of Braintree.”
John Talcott, 01' the third generation, a son of

daughter of Mark Mott, Esq., and Frances Gutter

of Braintree.

They had three children, one dangh~
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ter and two sons. They emigrated to America
with their family on the ship "Lyon." with the
Rev. Mr. Ilooker‘s company, leaving England

Conn., January 28, 1678, and was married March
18, 1703, and had eight children, three sons and
ﬁve daughters. He died in Glastonbury, January

June 22, 1632, and reaching Boston on the 16th of

30, 1758. and his widow died in the same place,

September following. The company ﬁrst settled
at Newtown, now Cambridge. John Talcott was
admitted a freeman by the General Court of Bos

August 26, 1768.
Of the next generation Joseph Talcott, son of
Sergt. Nathaniel and Elizabeth Talcott, was born

ton, November 6, 1632, and in 1634, was one of

in Glastonbury, Conn., in 1722, married Sarah,

the representatives of that court. When the Hooker
Colony decided to remove to the Connecticut
River and the site of the Settlement was selected,
he sent a carpenter, one Nicholas Clark, in the fall

daughter of Abraham Kilbourn of Glastonbury.
December 29, 1748. The wife was born January
21, 1725. They had seven children, four sons and
three daughters. Joseph Talcott died in his native

of 1635, who erected for him a residence there.

town, June 30, 1788, and his widow died February

the ﬁrst building put up in the present city of
Hartford. In June of the following year Mr. Tal
cott removed his family to their new home in
Connecticut. He became very prominent in the
colony and was kn0wn as the “worshipful Mr. John
Talcott.” He was one of the chief magistrates of
the colony until his death, which occurred at his

5, 1814.
Jonathan Talcott of the seventh generation and

mansion at the head of Main street, in Hartford, in

March, 1660. His widow died in the same place in
February, 1670.
Their youngest child, Samuel, the first of his
name born in America, was probably born in New
town, about the year 1634 or 1635, and married
Hannah, daughter of Hon. Elizur Holyoke and
Mary Pynchon, his wife. She was born June 9,
1644.

They were married November 7, 1661,:1nd

had eight children, six sons and two daughters.
Capt. Samuel Talcott was graduated at Harvard
College in 1658, and was made a freeman in 1662.

a son of Joseph and Sarah Talcott, was born in

Glastonbury. Conn., May 12, 1754, and married
Sarah Hubbard, February 20, 1785, and had eight
children, six sons and two daughters.

The wife

died in Rome, N. Y., February 14, 1820. Jonathan
Talcott was a soldier of the Revolutionary War,
was in the battle of LOng Island and suffered the
privations, by cold and hunger, endured by the
patriot army in the winter of 1779-80. His death
occurred in Rome, N. Y.. July 28, 1847.
Asahel, the seventh child of Jonathan and Sarah

(Hubbard)

Talcott, was born in

Glastonbury,

Conn., January 30, 1802, and married Eleanor

Rose. daughter of Phineas and Sarah Rose. on
February 17, 1825.

She was born in Jefferson

County, N. Y., June 12,1805. They had three
children, two sons and a daughter—Jeduthun H.,

He settled in Weathersﬁeld, Conn., became promi

whose name heads this sketch; Artemetia, who was

nent in public affairs and was made Captain of the
Hartford Troop. He was one of the original pro
prietors of the town of Glastonbury and owned
property which is still in possession of his descen
dants. He was the scholar of the family and it was
to him his father bequeathed all his books except
his “Martyr Book,” which he gave to his son John.
From these two sons are descended all the Talcotts
in America. Capt. Samuel Talcott died in Weathers

born in Rome, N. Y., married Joseph M. Burdick,
and is now residing in Kansas City, Mo.; Tyler

ﬁel'l, November 10, 1691, and his wife Hannah died

February 2, 1678.
Of the ﬁfth generation is Sergt. Nathaniel Tal
cott. youngest son of Capt. Samuel and Hannah
(Holyoke) Talcott. He was born in Weathersﬁeld,

W., who was born in Half Day, 111., February 17,

1839, died at that place, April 3, 1846. Asahel
Talcott, when a year old, moved with his parents
from Connecticut to Rome, Oneida County, N. Y.,
where he resided until 1834, when he emigrated to
Illinois and settled on Government land‘in what is
now the town of Vernon, Lake County. When he
made his claim the Indian title had not been extin
guished and the red men were not removed until
two years later. He improved his land and became
a prominent and inﬂuential man of his time. By
until-ing energy and enterprise be secured the com
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forts of a good home for his family. His widow
survives him and resides with her daughter-in-law,

tion.
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He was born in the town of Vernon, Lake

Mrs. chuthun H. Talcott, on the old homestead in

County, June 15, 1862. and educated at \Vooster
University in Wooster, Ohio. On June 28, 1887,

Vernon.

'

he married Miss Annetta L. Underwood, daughter

The subject of this sketch came to what is now

of John N. and Mary E. (Hallabaugh) Underwood.
The wife was born in Allegheny, Pa., January 18,

Lake County, 11]., with his parents in 1834, when
seven years of age. He was reared on a. farm in
Vernon Township. Coming at an early age into a
frontier region with Indians for neighbors, he had
no opportunities for education except at home and
by self-culture. Notwithstanding this he became
well informed and possessed more intellectual force
than many who have enjoyed better opportunities.
He was married in the town of Wheeling, Cook
County. Ill., on December 13, 1854. to Miss Mary

E. Savery. daughter of Isaac and Temperance
Savery. The wife was born in Plymouth County.
Mass., December 30, 1833, was one of a family of

twelve children and came to Illinois in 1853.

One

1863.

Two children were born of their union, a

daughter and son. May Marie, the eldest, died in
infancy, aged two weeks. Mancel, the son, was
born in Waukegan, on February 20, 1890. Mr.
and Mrs. 'l‘alcott are members of Christ's Episcopal
Church of Waukegan.
Mr. 'I‘alcott is a talented and skillful musician
and is now superintendent of music in the Wanke
gan public schools, which position he has held
since 1886. In politics he is a Republican, socially
he is a Royal Arch Mason, a member of Waukegan
Lodge, No. 78, A. F. dz A. M.; and of IVaukcgan
Chapter, No. 41. R. A. M. He is also a member of

child, a son, Seigel Delano, now a resident of Wau

Waukegan Council, No. 1086, Royal Arcanum,and

kegan, was born of their union.
Mr. Talcott was engaged in farming on ﬁne old
homestead in Vernon for many years and his farm
which he placed under a high state of cultivation
was also increased in extent to two hundred and
ﬁfty-seven acres. His life was a busy and useful
one, and for many years he was prominent and in
ﬂuential in public affairs in his part of the county.
He was an earnest Republican in his political views
and a strong temperance man in sentiment and
works. All worthy public enterprises received his
cordial support and the cause of religion found in
him a liberal friend. He was a consistent member
of the Presbyterian Church in which he served as
Elder many years, and was universally esteemed and
respected by a wide circle of acquaintances and
friends. A few years since Mr. 'I‘alcott found his
health failing him and with the hope of receiving
better medical care than was possible at his home
in the country, he removed to Waukegan on July

a demitted member of the I. O. R. He made his
home on his father’s farm in Vernon Township

15, 1890, and made his home with his son, at whose

house he died on the 30th of August of the same
year. His widow still survives her husband and
resides on the old homestead in Vernon Township.
She is a member of the Presbyterian Church.
Seigcl Delano, the only child of Jeduthun and
Mary E. (Savery) 'l‘alcott, is of the tenth genera

until he removed to Waukegan in

1886, except

four years spent in school.
The Talcott family in America has been liberally
represented in high ofﬁcial positions, both in the
civil and military service of the country and num
bers among its members many of the most talented
and cultured people of the United States.

__.+____3€___+._
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DMOND H. AMES, M. D., a practicing
physician of Antioch, has spent the greater
part of his life in this county, having been
born in Antioch Township. October 19,1846. The
literary advantages aﬂ’orded him were meagre. he
attending school only about three months in the
winter season, but those he obtained through his
own efforts have made him a well-informed man.
As soon as he was large enough to reach the plow
handles he had to begin work on the farm and
when but a lad performed a man’s task. He had
little time for play and little time for study but a
thirst for knowledge made him determined to ac
quirc a better education and though many obsta
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cles were in the way he carried out his resolution.
Until eighteen years of age he aided his father in
the farm work. lie then left home in February,
1865, to enlist in his country’s service, becoming a

tion and ability which be displayed in acquiring
his education will place him in the front rank
among his professional brethren. Already he is
rapidly winning his way to that position and has
secured a large and lucrative practice which he
justly deserves.

member of Company H, One Hundred and Fifty
third Illinois Infantry. With his command he
went to Nashville and on to ’I‘ullahoma, Tenn.,
where he remained until the last of June. The
remainder of the time was spent in Memphis serv
ing on guard duty and after about eight months
he received his discharge September 21, 1865.
The two succeeding years were spent at his home
in this county and from February, 1868, until the
following October he worked in Iowa. With the
means thus acquired he carried out his long cher
ished hope. Going to Pennsylvania in the spring

family and an account of its establishment in

of 1869 he entered the Normal School at Mansﬁeld,

America, see sketch of Justus Bangs, which ap

and began to study medicine,taking acourse of ice
tures afterward at Ann Arbor, Mich., in the winter

spent the days of his boyhood and youth in the

of 1872.
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Cad“, ARK BANGS, of Wauconda, now living a
L b retired life, was born in Stamford, VL,

February 3, 1812. For a complete history
of his brothers and sisters, also of the

pears on another page of this work.

Our subject

He then began working in a mill, as his

usual manner of farmer lads at his home among

exchequer was exhausted and there one hand was
seriously crippled, but nothing daunted, as soon as
possible he attended the Normal for another year.
Various occupations then furnished him a liveli

the Vermont bills but desiring to engage in some
other-pursuit than that to which he had been reared,
at the age of twenty-two, he began learning the
cooper's trade which he followed for one season.
He then went to his brother-in-law who was living
in Chautauqua County, N. Y., remaining for about
six months7 and in 1835, started for the far West,
arriving in Chicago, in the month of June, 1835.
The greater part of the distance he traveled on foot
and on his arrival found the metropolis of the
West to be a mere hamlet about two-thirdsas large
as Wauconda is at the present day. The city whose
wonderful growth is considered one of the miracles
of the age then consisted of a few straggling houses,
poorly built upon a wet prairie and on account of
its lowness many were the predictions made that it
would never amount to anything. With two com
panions Mr. Bangs started in the southwesterly
direction to ﬁnd his brother David and Noah
Stevens who were located at Meacham’s Grove and
met at a place called Widow Berry’s Point, after
having traveled through water from four inches to
a foot in depth. At length they reached their
destination and in that neighborhood our subject
madea number of claims. In 1836 he claimed a
tract of land on which be located, making it his
home for some years. His cash capital when he

hood until the autumn of 1872, when he secured the

position in the Detroit Medical College as demon
strator of anatomy, pursuing his studies at the
same time. He was graduated in the class of ’74,
and went to Troopsburg, N. Y., where he engaged
in practice ﬁve years. With the experience there
gained he was also reasonably successful from a
financial point of view. The succeeding ﬁve years
were spent in Woodhull, and in 1884, he opened
an ofﬁce in Antioch, where he has since practiced.
On April 21, 1875, in Pennsylvania, Dr. Ames
was united in marriage with Ellen Grandy,a native
of that State and unto them have been born two
children—Fred E. and Lizzie B. The Doctor and
his wife are members of the Methodist Church, are
earnest workers in the temperance cause and he
holds membership with the Good Templars, An

tioch Lodge No. 127, A. F. & A. M., and the
Grand Army of the Republic. In politics he is a
Republican, having supported that party since
casting his ﬁrst vote for Gen. Grant. We feel no
besitancy in predicting the greatest success for Dr.
Ames, for the same energy, pluck and determina
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arrived at his brother‘s consisted of but 815 and
as he was there when many hardships connected with
frontier life were to be borne and many difﬁculties
to be overcome, we see that he must have possessed a
strong determination and unbounded industry and
perseverance else he would not have conquered
the obstacles which have caused many another to
relinquish his hope of making a home in the far
West.
Mr. Bangs abandoned his agricultural pursuits
in 1850 and started across the country to the gold
mines of California. He left home on the 3d of
April, and reached his destination on the 19th of

September following, after a

long and

weary
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and moral reforms ﬁnd in him a friend. Both he
and his wife are faithful members of the Baptist
Church of Wauconda. give liberally to its support
and are earnest workers in the Master’s vineyard.
Their home is the abode of that old time hospital
ity for which the early settlers were noted and the
rich and poor alike ﬁnd in them warm friends if
their lives be but worthy of respect.
Mrs. Bangs was in her maidenhood Miss Clarissa
Hubbard. She was born in Ashﬁeld, Mass, March
4,1819, and had one brother and a twin sister.

The latter, Clarinda, died at the age of twenty
eight years; Elisha, a retired farmer is now living
with his family in McHenry, Ill. Mr. and Mrs.

march across the plains, during which, however, he

Bangs were married April 3, 1840, and have be

experienced many interesting incidents. His
reminiscences of that journey and his life on the
Paciﬁc Slope would in the hands of an author fur
nish material for an interesting story. The party

come parents of eight children, four sons and four
daughters: H. I. is married and engages in black

was detained in Iowa for about three weeks, await

widow; Julia is the wife of William Platt, a gen

ing the time when the grass should have grown
sufﬁciently to be food for their teams. Mr. Bangs
was quite successful in his mining operations and
returned to Illinois in 1851, by way of the Isthmus
and New York City. Thence he went by steamer to
Albany and to the home of his sister, Mrs. Ruby
Oaks, who was living in Stamford, Vt. He then
traveled by rail to Buffalo, thence across Lake

smithing in Kansas; Lydia A., a residentof White
hall, Wis., has been twice married but is now a

tleman of English extraction and a resident farmer
of this county; Warren D. of llendrum, Minn., is

well educated and spent some years of his life in
teaching, which profession his wife also followed,
but is now a grain dealer; Willie F. is engaged in
the laundry business in Tallapoosa, Ga; Clara is a
successful teacher of this county. The two other
children of the family died in childhood.

Erie to Detroit, and on to Chicago, reaching his

home in August, 1852. After many years of
active business life during which he acquired a
competency suﬂicient to supply all his wants dur
ing his remaining years, Mr. Bangs removed to
Wauconda.
In politics he was a Whig and cast his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for William Henry Harrison or
“Tippecanoe and Tyler too" as was the rallying cry
of the party at that day. On the organization of
the Republican party he joined its ranks and is a
ﬁrm supporter of its principles as is every member
of the Bangs family. He has neVer sought public
ofﬁce yet has long served as School Director and
took an active part in the advancement of the
,cause of education in this community. He was a
member of the Sons of Temperance and of the
Good Templars and has ever done all in his power
to oppose the liquor traﬁlc. All social, educational

ﬁgL—é;:"‘_

ILLIAM E. DAVIS, Principal of the
W Libertyville schools, and one of the prom
inent citizens of the county, is a native of
Fair Haven. Conn. He was born October 31, 1851,

and is one of a family of nine children. The par
ents, Evan and Sarah (Griﬁith) Davis, were both
natives of Pembrokeshire, in the southern part of
Wales, where they were married about 1850. Soon
after that important event they sailed for the
United States, making their home in Connecticut
for about three years when, in 1853, they came to

this county, locating at Diamond Lake, where Mr.
Davis engaged in farming until his death, which
occurred in May,

1886, at the age of ﬁfty-six

years. He was a member of the Methodist Church,
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as is also his wife who is living at the age of sixty
two years. Seven of their children yet survive as
follows:

William E. of this sketch; Mrs. Thomas

Darby of Diamond Lake; T. D. is a graduate of
the Conservatory of Music of Boston, also of Val
paraiso, Ind., and is now instructor of music in the
State Normal of Des Moines, Iowa; John P., a
Methodist minister, is located at Cherry Valley,

Schools, the nomination for which ofﬁce he missed
by but one vote. He has always taken an active
interest in politics, and has held several ofﬁcial
positions of honor and trust.

in»

()IIN LOCKE, a retired farmer residing in
Liberty ville, was born in Merrimack County,

111.; Mrs. Charles Wilcox of Prairie View, 111.;

Mattie at home; and Benjamin G., a student in the
Iowa State Normal. All of the brothers have taught
school and two of the daughters have engaged in
teaching music.
When a lad our subject attended the district
schools through the winter season and when sum
mer came worked upon the farm. Later he worked
out as a farm hand at 812 per month.

Studious

by nature he was not content with the limited
educational advantages which he had received and
entered upon a course of study in Lake Forest
Academy.
then l1:
teaching in the 'istrict
schools which be abandoned i'n order to enter v31
paraiso College where he completed the scientiﬁc
course of study, and in 1885 was graduated from
that institution. Upon his graduation he was
called to his present position which he has since
ably ﬁlled.
At Diamond Lake, on Christmas Day 1876, Mr.
Davis was united in marriage with Miss Maggie,
daughter of John and Mary Murphy. Her parents
were natives of the North of Ireland and thence
came to this country, locating in Chicago about
1832. Some ﬁve years later they came to Lake
County. While in Kansas, Mr. Murphy was caught
by a cyclone and killed. His widow still resides in

this county. Mrs. Davis was born in Chicago and
remained under the parental roof until she gave
her hand in marriage to Mr. Davis. Unto them
have been born two children—Ward W. and
Mary E.
Mr. Davis is a Republican and socially is a.
Knight Templar Mason. His nineteen years’ ex
perience as an educator has given him an exten
sive acquaintance, and his efficient supervision of

the Libertyville schools has made them to rank
among the best in Lake County. His popularity
led to his candidacy for County Superintendent of

(6),

N. H., on the 9th of March, 1811, and is the
second child in a family of ten children,

numbering ﬁve sons and ﬁve daughters. Their pa
rents were John and Mercy (Rand) Locke, both of
whom were natives of New Hampshire, where they
spent their entire lives.

The father was a tanner

and currier by trade, though he also engaged in ag
ricultural pursuits. Both lived to a good old age

and passed away in the Granite State.
l‘he educational advantages which our subject
I.
l were such as the district schools afforded
and in the usual manner of farmer lads he spent
the days of his boyhood and youth. At the age
of twenty he began life for himself. Having lived
in New Hampshire and Massachusetts until 1836,
he then emigrated Westward, traveling by stage to
Saratoga, N. Y., thence to Schenectady by cars
drawn by horses (for they had no engine on the
road); then to Detroit by boat and from Detroit to
Chicago by stage. It took six days to accomplish
the last part of the journey and the month of July
witnessed his arrival in what is now the second city
in the Union, but was then a mere village. He
worked on the Illinois (it Michigan Canal until the
enterprise was abandoned and in 1840 he came to
Lake County, where he purchased a claim of
Charles Bartlett, some two miles south of Liberty
ville. This be afterward entered and also entered
other tracts of land until he had two hundred and _

ﬁfty acres, which he still owns.

He has been the

possessor of as high as four hundred acres, though

he has disposed a part of it.
In Chicago Mr. Locke married Amanda Higgins,
a native of New York. Their marriage took place
in December, 1837, and unto them were born six
children; Albert. who died at the age of ﬁve years;

Lucy A., wife of Guy Judson, a resident of Pennsyl

'eaue'
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vania; Mrs. Mary J. Livesy,a resident of Michigan;

some members of the family became prominent in

George A., a manufacturer and dealer in paints in
Chicago; John E., a jeweler of Hampshire, Ill.; and
Frank. The mother of this family died in Liberty

church aﬁ’airs. They had a son, John, who was the
father of Deacon James Davidson, a soldier in the

ville in 1866. and in October, 1868, Mr. Locke was

again married, his second union being with Mrs.
Sarah J. Hancock. They were married in Lowell,
Mass. She was born in New Hampshire, Novem
ber 17, 1822, and is a daughter of “'illiam and

Tamezin (Gould) Miner, both of whom spent their
entire lives in New Hampshire, their native State.

Mrs. Locke has one son by her ﬁrst marriage, For
est E. Hancock.
Our subject and his wife are both Universalists
in religious belief and in politics he is a Democrat.
For three terms he has served on the Board of
County Supervisors with credit to himself and to
the satisfaction of his constituents. He is consid
ered one of the well-to-do men of Libertyville, and
it is to his credit that he inherited none of it.
For more than half a century he has resided in this
county and has been a witness and an assistant in
its wonderful growth.

Revolution. He had a son, Nathaniel, who married
Margaret Weatherspoon and settled in Acworth,
N. H., about the year 1800. They had three sons
and two daughters.
Samuel, the eldest of the family and the father
of Co]. H. P. Davidson, had to shift for himself in
childhood and had no educational advantages.
He was a man of good natural ability and made the
best of his opportunities. In due course of time
he married, his wife being Miss Lydia Jackman.
Their children number six, four sons and two
daughters, all of whom are living except one son,
Royal N., who went to California in 1850 and died
in 1884; James married Miss Marian McClary, and
resides in Thetford, Vt.; Maria E. is the wife of
Hiram Titus, of Coldbrook, N. H.; Col. Harlan

Page is the subject of this sketch; Laurette B. is
the wife of Humphrey Jordan, of Douglas City,
Cal.; and Austin J., the youngest, is single and re
sides in San Francisco, Cal.

During his childhood Col. Davidson removed
with his parents to Coldbrook, N. H., where he was
I

I
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/‘ OL. HARLAN PAGE DAVIDSON, Super
@ intendent and proprietor of the Northwest
ern Military Academy of Highland Park,
was born in llookset, N. H., September 15, 1838,

reared on a farm, inured to hard labor and enjoyed
very limited educational advantages. At the age
of twenty-one he began learning the stone-mason's
trade and at the same time was studying to ﬁt him
self for college. Having completed his prepara
tory studies, he entered Norwich l'niversity and
while pursuing his course there taught to defray

and is a son of Samuel and Lydia (Jaekman) Da

his expenses.

vidson.

teach and while absent the Norwich University was
destroyed by ﬁre. Although afterward rebuilt,
Mr. Davidson did not return but continued his
studies outside. On the 16th of May, 1866. he
was married in llamden, Conn., to Miss Adelaide

His father was born in Acworth, N.lI., in

I805, and died in 1873.

His mother, who was

born in 'l‘hetford, Vt., in 1810, is now a resident

of Coldbrook, N. H. The Davidson family, of
which the subject of this sketch is a member, was
founded in America in 1728 by William and Mary
(Alexander) Davidson, who were born in the North
of Ireland,0f Scotch parents. William Davidson’s
parents were murdered, probably through some re
ligious feud, after which he turned his face to
America, as a safe retreat from religious persecu
tion. On reaching this country they settled in
Woburn, Mass., where they reared a large family.
They were Presbyterians in religious faith and

He went to

Cheshire, Conn.. to

S. Ford, who was born in llamden on the 5th of
February, 1841, and is the seventh daughter of

James Marcus and Julia (Gilbert) Ford.

Iler pa

rents were also born in llamdeu, the father on the

1st of July, 1799, and the mother December ‘22,
1802. Both were descended from old Connecticut
families. Her mother's father, Capt. Gilbert. of
the Uptown Militia, was killed by the British at
New Haven, July 5, 1779. Her father was a far
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mer and was prominent in public aﬁ’airs. He was
several times elected a member of the Connecticut
Legislature. His death occurred March 14, 1863.
The mother died in February, 1878. Their seven
daughters are all living and are married.
Col. and Mrs. Davidson have two children, a

daughter and son: Alice Sherman, who was born
in Drumore Township, Pennsylvania, August 30,
1867; and Royal Page. who was born in Summer
ville, N. J., October 9, 1870. He now holds a
commission of Major from the State of Illinois and
is Commandant of cadets at the Northwestern Mili
tary Academy.
After the burning of the Norwich University
Col. Davidson abandoned the idea of completing a
collegiate course and opened a private school at

1889 he bought Highland Hall, at Highland Park,
where he opened the Northwestern Military Acad
emy, of which see sketch in this work.
Col. Davidson was brought up a Methodist and
his wife a Congregationalist, but both are now
members of the Presbyterian Church. The Colonel
received his title through a commission from Gov.
Fifer, of Illinois. and his son, Royal P., holds that

of Major from the same source. Col. Davidson
possesses superior educational and executive ability
and has already demonstrated the fact that the
Northwestern Military Academy is a success and is
entitled to rank with any school of its kind in the
“'est.

Chestnut Level, Pa., which he carried on two

years. He then opened a school at Phoenixville, of
the same State, where he prepared students for col
lege. A large number of his students entered
La Fayette College, from which Col. Davidson re
ceived an honorary degree. that of A. M., in Octo
ber, 1871. He subsequently bought a school at
Salem, N. J., a ﬁtting and mixed school which he
conducted for twelve years, during which time he
acquired an enviable reputation as an educator

'.,»-/OIIE

NORTHWESTERN

MILITARY

. if.) ACADEMY, of which Col. H. P. Davidson

is Superintendent, was established in Sep
tember, 1888, and is situated in Highland Park,
Lake County, Ill., Chicago’s most delightful sub
urb. The distance from the World's Fair City is
only twenty-three miles by way of the Chicago dz
Northwestern Railroad. Highland Park is a pop

and at the same time accomplished results for the

ular health resort in summer, as its elevated site

cause of temperance that have left their impress on
the community to the present time. He fought the
liquor interests for six years successfully, closed
the saloons, published a Prohibition paper which
circulated throughout the county and for three
years that county Was the banner county in the

aﬂ’ords thorough drainage, rendering it entirely

State for Prohibition, as shown by the vote.

In

1884 Col. Davidson engaged in journalism in Jer
sey City, where he published a Prohibition paper.
His ﬁnancial support proving unreliable, he sold
out and in the spring of 1885 moved to Amherst.
Mass, where he spent some months in recuperating
his energies. In December of that year he accepted
the charge of the academy at Townsend, Windham
County,Vt., which was badly run down. He found
only ten students and left it the following July
with forty-seven. He then accepted the position
of Commandant at the Military Academy at Mor
gan Park, II], which he subsequently rented and
carried on successfully for one year. In the fall of

free from malaria, fevers and epidemic diseases of

all kinds. The village itself is a place of rare
beauty, situated in an extensive grove of second
growth forest trees bordering the high bank of
Lake Michigan. Numerous deep ravines with pic
turesquely wooded banks, brooks and rustic bridges
vary and beautify the scene. Highland Park is
the home of many Chicago people of wealth and
reﬁnement and contains ﬁve churches and many
elegant residences. Under the charter which was
secured in 1869 a special prOVlSlOH excludes sa
loons and the place is noted for its freedom from
all that is disorderly and annoying to respectable
and well disposed residents.
Lake Michigan, which is

within

a half mile

of the Academy, is accessible by splendid roads
and pleasant walks, and aﬂords excellent ﬁshing,
boating and bathing. The sandy beach at this
point is backed by a bluff full a hundred feet in
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height. The Sheridan, or Lake Shore Drive, passes
near the Academy.
GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS.

The grounds comprise about ﬁfteen acres in ex

tent and contain a ﬁne grove, well-kept lawns and
a campus for drill and for base ball and other
games. There are also two tennis courts and a race
course one-sixth of a mile in extent and well graded.
The latter is intended for foot racing and bicycling.
The drainage and ventilation of the buildings are
excellent and in case of sickness the hospital facili
ties are the very best, admitting of complete isola
tion from the rest of the cadets should it be neces
sary. The west hall or main building is situated
on the west end of the grounds. It is a three-story
structure except the towers, which are four and
ﬁve stories high. It is built partly of Anderson
rock-faced brick and partly of smooth pressed
brick and wood. As seen from the Chicago &
Northwestern Railroad, it is believed topresent the
ﬁnest front between Chicago and Milwaukee. It
contains accommodations for about seventy-ﬁve
cadets, besides rooms for the professors and their

families. Connected with the west hall are clcvcn
bath rooms, each supplied with hot, and cold water.
The students’ sitting room is 40x19 feet, not in
cluding two large bay windows, and is well fur
nished with all needful accommodations and com
forts for writing, reading, etc. The public parlor,
music room and the library are so arranged that
they can be all thrown together on public oc
casions, making a continuous room 80x19 feet.
The building is Well warmed by steam and is
complete

in

all

its

appointments.

The

drill

hall and gymnasium was the ﬁrst building
erected after the ﬁre (an important event in
the early history of this institution) and is 48x90
feet, with basement under the whole suitable for

bowling alleys, archery and billiard tables. The
upper story is for the present used for class-room
work and consists of a main room capable of seat

ing about sixty students, and three recitation
rooms, which can be converted into one. These
rooms are all heated by steam and lighted by elec
tricity. A dining hall is to be built this summer,
situated about sixty feet east from the main build~

375

ing, with which it is to be connected by a light cov
ered archway. The boilers and engines are in the
basement of this building, thus saving the main
building from exposure to ﬁre. A separate build
ing for study and class work will complete the
group and will be constructed at an early day.
Counsn 0F S'rt'ur.

There are three courses of study besides the pre
paratory course. First a classical course, which
shall prepare the student for admission to any of
the colleges in the United States. Second, an Eng
lish or academic course, aiming to give the stu

dent a good general education, and ﬁt him for
entrance to'the various institutes of technology and
the scientiﬁc departments of the older colleges.
Third, a commercial course intended especially to
give a student a thorough and complete prenaration
for an active business life. Phonography, type
writing, French and German may be taken as 0p
tionals or substitutes for other studies in the course.
A preparatory course of two years in the simplest
branches of English study is provided for young
students who are not old enough to enter the reg
ular courses. A thorough drill in composition and
declamation is maintained throughout the entire
four years. While in no sense a sectarian school,
daily devotional exercises are held in the academy
chapel. The cadets form a military organization,
under the command of a military instructor, with
ofﬁcers appointed from among themselves, and are
drilled in United States tactics daily.

The gradu.

ates recommended by the faculty are commissioned

by the Governor as Brevet Second Lieutenants in
the State Militia. The school year is divided into
six periods of six weeks each and a report of each
eadet’s standing will be sent to the parent or guar
dian at the end of each period.
The academic staff is composed of H. P. David
son, A. M., Superintendent and Instructor of Civ
ics and Psychology; Emerson G. Clark, A. M.,
llead Master and Principal of the English Depart

ment; C. E. Haworth, A. M., M. D., Principal of
the Classical Department; Prof. J. H. Bachten
kircher, Principal of the Commercial Department;
Prof. E. G. Clark. A. M., Instructor of Drawing
and Draughting; William H. Woodman, A. 13.. In

376

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

structor in Physical Culture and Dancing; Maj.
Royal P. Davidson, Instructor in Elocution and
Tactics; Wesley L. Knox, Treasurer; Miss Clara

M. Colwell, Secretary and Librarian. The Military
Staff is composed of Col. H. P. Davidson, Superin
tendent; Maj. R. P. Davidson, Commandant of
Cadets; Lieut. H. S. Towle, Adjutant; Quarter
master’s ofﬁce now vacant; Maj. C. E. Haworth,

M. D., Surgeon; and Rev. Henry Neil, Chaplain.
The catalogue of students for 1889 and 1890 shows
six graduates, four seniors, sixteen juniors, eigh
teen sophomores, nine freshmen, six preparatory,
making a total of ﬁfty-nine.
“The tire,” an important event in the history of
the Northwestern Military Academy, occurred at
noon on the let of November, 1888, at the close of
the ﬁrst period, or just six weeks after the opening
of the institution. The main building was de
stroyed, with much of its contents, causing a loss
to the proprietor of about $25,000. The calamity
caused an interruption of but one day in the bus
iness of the academy, howeVer._ Temporary quar
ters were improvised in adjacent buildings and
routine work continued. The present elegant
structure was begun the following spring and was
completed at a cost of $35,000. In September of
that year it was opened with an attendance of for
ty-ﬁve students, since which time its career has
been one of uninterrupted prosperity.

WW
3'
EWIS H. TODD, of Wauconda. The his
]ljp tory of a country is largely made up of
i
\ the names and deeds of the sturdy pioneers
who constitute the bone and sinew of the nation.
In the history of Lake' County, one of the most
beautiful counties in the Prairie State, no one

should be more prominently mentioned than the
pioneer citizen whose name heads this sketch. He
is a native of the picturesque little town of Corn
wall, Conn., where he ﬁrst opened his eyes to the
light of day February 4, 1819. He traces his an
cestry back to the days when the New Haven Col
ony was founded, its members winning a place for
themselves in the history of their country. In the

year 1635 that Colony was established, and among
those who sought homes in the New World, were
Christopher Todd and his wife, Grace Middlebrook.
They resided for many years in New Haven, and
at length died in that city, leaving six children, of
whom three were sons, namely: John, from whom
John E. Todd is descended; Samuel, to whom L.

I]. Todd traces his ancestry; and Michael. Sam
uel wedded Mary Bradley, and had a large family,
of whom the eighth child was Daniel.

He married

Desire Tnttle, and unto them were born three chil
dren, two daughters and a son.

The son, Daniel,

married Sybil Carrington. In their family were
one daughter and'two sons, the eldest of whom was
also called Daniel. He became the grandfather of
our subject. Marrying Eunice Hitchcock, he had
a large family.
Carrington Todd, the father of our subject. was

with one exception the youngest child. He mar
ried Betsey H0we, and they became the parents of
four children, two sons and two daughters, the eld
est of whom is our subject; Almon. a snwyer, was
killed by accident in a sawmill, and left a wife and
ﬁve children to mourn his loss; Ellen J. is the
widow of Luther Miner, a farmer, and now resides
in Madison, Conn., Mary V., the youngest, died at
the age of four years.
We now take up the personal history of our sub
ject. His education was acquired in'the primitive
schools. The house was built in old-time style,
long benches being arranged around the sides of the
building in the form of aquadrangle. The master
believed in and practiced the precept, spare the rod
and spoil the child, and the dunce cap also played
a conspicuous part in the punishment of the unruly
lads and lasses. Such were the advantages which
Mr. Todd received, but by close application and
varied reading, study and observation he has
gained a knowledge which has made him the prac
tical and enterprising man we ﬁnd him to-day. At
the age of seventeen he was apprenticed to a car

penter in Amelia, Dutchess County, N. Y., for a
four years’ term, but at the age of twenty he pur
chased the last year of his apprenticeship for $100
and began business for himself. During the suc
ceeding summer he was busily engaged in building
churches in Connecticut, and then started for the
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far West to try his fortune upon its broad prairies.
Railroads had not been built as far west as Buffalo
so traveling by way of the Great Lakes on a top
sail schooner, he reached his destination after three

weeks, during which time he experienced many in
teresting incidents. The trip at this day in one of
the elegant and luxurious Pullman or \Vagner
coaches can be accomplished within ten hours.
Mr. Todd landed at Chicago, in April 1841,then a
small town containing perhaps four thousand in-_
habitants, and for three years there followed his
trade. He constructed the wood work upon the
ﬁrst pressed brick building in that city, erected the
ﬁrst watch tower in Chicago, and was foreman of

the men engaged in rooﬁng the 'I‘remont House.
He remained in Chicago until the summer of 1845,
when he removed to Ela Township, Lake County,
there remaining until 1847. In that year he came
to Wauconda and erected a hotel building for Jus
tus Bangs. Two years latcrhe settled permanently
in the city, where he at once took rank among its

enterprising business men, and from that day to
the presentfime has been prominently identiﬁed
with the interests of the community.
Mr. Todd was married December 4, 1844, to
Miss Elvira Morse, and unto them have been born
five children, one son and four daughters: Ellen
C. died in infancy; Laura E. is the wife of Arthur
Cook mentioned elsewhere in this volume; Lewis

C. died in infancy; Ella K. died when nearly two
years of age; Jessie E. is the wife of Henry Gold
ing, senior member of the ﬁrm of Golding Bros,
and is the mother of two interesting children. El
mer and Clyde.
Mr. Todd is one of the stalwart Republicans of
this county, having from the organization of the
party been one of its ardent supporters. He cast
his ﬁrst Presidential vote for"Tippecanoe and 'I‘y
ler too,” as was the campaign cry. He is well-in
formed concerning the political history of America
and although he has never sought public ofﬁce. has
aimed to exercise his franchise for men of principle
and honor. The local positions which he has ﬁlled
are those of Village Treasurer, in which he served
seven years. and that of a member of the School
Board, serving for six years. The cause of educa
tion has ever found in him a warm friend, and un
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der his able ministration the schools have attained
a high degree of excellence. He was also Police
Justice of the village of Wauconda, and on the
20th of May, 1875, received acommission as Post
master nnder Marshall Jewell, Postmaster General
of the United States. For ten years he was at the
head of that ofﬁce, and by his faithfulness and

ﬁdelity to duty, proved himself one of the ablest
of those who have ﬁlled the position. His ofﬁcial
duties have ever been discharged in such a manner
as to win not only the commendation of his con
stituents, but the respect of his political enemies as
well. He joined the Odd Fellows society of Chi
cago when it numbered only thirty members.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Todd are faithful members
of the Methodist Church of Wauconda, and have

ever been closely identiﬁed with the church work.
He has served as Trustee, Steward, Class-Leader
and Sunday-school Superintendent, and has been
particularly active in the branch of the work where
the children are trained. To all laudable and be
nevolent enterprises he contributes liberally, for he
has the interests of the community at heart. He
takes a commendable pride in the growth and pro
gress of Lake County, where he has so long resided,
and in its upbuilding has borne no inconsiderable
part.

This sketch would be incomplete. without further
mention of Mrs. Todd, who was born January 29,
1824, in Windsor County, Vt., and with her hus

band shares in the esteem of all who know her.
She was educated in the common schools of Ver
mont and Illinois, and with mature years came the

development of those graces of character which in
dicate culture and reﬁnement, and are the true

characteristics of a lady. With her father’s family
she came to this State in 1836, ﬁve weeks being re
quired to make the journey from their old home
among the mountains near Pomfret, Windsor
County, Vt., to Chicago. The trip was made by
way of New York and the Erie Canal to Buffalo,
and thence by steamer to Detroit, where they were
detained for a week, awaiting a schooner to con
vey them to Chicago, where they remained two
years and then removed to Lake County. Like
her husband, Mrs. Todd shared in the usual ex

periences of pioneer life, and' has been an eye-wit
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ness of the wonderful advancement made by the
county in the past ﬁfty-ﬁve years. This worthy
couple have a beautiful home in the village of
\Vaueonda, where, surrounded by many friends
they expect to spend the remainder of their lives.

ALBUM.

were limited for as soon as old enough he began
to work in a factory with his father. He remained
at home until his marriage, which was celebrated
February 2, 1853, Miss Nancy Dixon becoming his

factory but gave up his position and left his old
home in 1834. Accompanied by his wife and ﬁve

wife. She was born in Oneida County. N. Y.,
February 2, 1832, and is the eldest child of John
and Rebecca (Allen) Dixon. Her father was born
in England, and when about eight years old came
with his parents to the United States Her mother
was a native of New York where their marriage
occurred and where they made their home until
1845, .which year witnessed their arrival in New
port Township, Lake County. Two years prior
Mr. Dixon had visited this place and from the
Government bought. the farm upon which they yet
reside.
The ﬁrst home of Mr. and Mrs. Murray was on
his farm in Newport Township, where they con

children, he sailed for the United States, and after

tinued to reside until 1887, since which time they

a voyage of forty-ﬁve days landed in America. He
made his ﬁrst location near Utica, N. Y., where he

have been living in Waukegan.

remained until 1841, when he

Sixth Illinois Infantry, went into camp at Rock

~~MM

P‘

j DWARD MURRAY, an old settler and sol

E dier of Waukegan, was born in Glasgow,
ii? Scotland, December 19, 1828, and is a son

of William and Nancy (Riley) Murray, both of
whom were natives of County Derry, Ireland, and
when young went with their respective families to
Scotland.

The father was a spinner in a cotton

came to

Lake

County, 111., settling in Newport Township, where
he bought a claim of one hundred and sixty acres
from the Government, eighty acres of which is
now owned by our subject, together with one
hundred and forty-ﬁve acres adjoining. but forty
being across the line in Wisconsin. He adVOcated
the views of the Liberal party in the old country,
and after coming to the United States afﬁliated
with the Democratic party for a short time, but
soon afterward became a Republican, and con
tinued to support the principles of that party until
his death. He was a member of the Episcopal
Church and his wife was a Catholic. His death
occurred at the age of seventy-ﬁve years, and she
was seventy-three years of age at the time of her
death. They had six children who lived to mature
years: John died in this county leaving one child;
Catherine, wife of Daniel McCaskell, died in this

county, leaving eight children; Elizabeth, widow
of Patrick English, resides in Kenosha, Wis.; Jane

is the wife of John Murrie of Lake County; Ed
ward is the next younger, and Robert is a carpen
ter of this county.

Our subject entered upon his business career at
a very early age. His educational advantages

On the 1st of

August, 1862, he enlisted in Company C, Ninety

ford, Ill., and then down to Franklin, Tenn.

The

only hard fought battle he was in was that at
Chickamaugua.

On Sunday, September 20, the

third day of the ﬁght he was three times wounded,
two were ﬂesh wounds but the third struck him
between the shoulders and passed into his left lung
where the minie ball still lodges. For ten days
he lay on the battle ﬁeld without medical attention.
On the ﬁfth day the Federal surgeons came to him
examined the wound and said “another poor fel

low.” Thinking him as good as dead, they took
off his blouse and left him. A good old southern
lady who lived near by would sell f0wls to the
soldiers and cook them for the boys. The broth
in which they were cooked she gave to those who
had no money, and Mr. Murray being one of the
latter class, the kind hearted woman supplied him
daily. At length he was paroled and taken to
Chattanooga where he remained some ten days.
He was then taken in an ambulance to Stephenson,
Ala., a distance of some eighty miles, over the
roughest kind of roads and was at length brought
home on Thanksgiving Day, November 28, 1853.
In the following May, though only able to creep
along with the use of a cane, he Was ordered to re.
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turn to Nashville, Tenn.

On reaching that city

the surgeon in charge asked Mr. Murray who sent
him there and our subject replied the surgeon in
Chicago. The Nashville man then said “Well he
must be a d
fool.” Mr. Murray’s lungs were
bleeding profusely, his limbs were almost paral
yzed from the etfects of his wounds and he has

never fully recovered his health since, being yet
unable to do a single day’s work.
To Mr. and Mrs. Murray have been born twelve
children, of whom one died in infancy. The liv
ing are William, a resident farmer of Newport
Township; Julia, wife of Charles C. Tuck, a resi
dent of Waukegan; Elizabeth; Edward; Eva, wife
of Henry Washburn, who is living in Newport
Township: Emma, wife of Bradford Simmons, who

lives in Benton Township; John D., a farmer of
Newport Township; Jessie, wife of Grant Bennett,
of Newport Township; Catherine. wife of Charles
Knight, a resident of Waukegan; R. Lincoln, and
Allen C.
.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Murray are members of the
Baptist Church and in politics he is a stanch Re
publican, warmly advocating the principles of that
party. He has served ,as trustee of the township
for two years, was Township Clerk some four years
and for the long period of twenty-one years served
as Township Treasurer, the duties of which ofﬁce
he discharged with promptness and ﬁdelity as indi
cated by his long service. Socially he is a member
of the Grand Army of the Republic and is an
old settler and a very highly esteemed citizen.

W
ENRY P. MILLER who is engaged in
‘- general farming and dairying on section 34.
Antioch Township, is, a representative of
one of the honored pioneer families of the
county, that for ﬁfty-four years has furnished to
the community some of its best citizens. His par
ents were of German birth. His father, Jacob
Miller, was born in Alsace, France, November 4,

1805, and married Christina Quering, who was
born May 23, 1799. With their eldest son they
embarked upon a sailing vessel, which after a voy

379

age of six weeks landed them safely in New York.
They settled in Buffalo, and afterward went to
Detroit, Mich., whence they subsequently removed
to Chicago, then a mere village situated on a low
wet prairie.

On October 5, 1837, they located

in

this county, making a claim in Warren Township.
The land, which was purchased from the Govern
ment, was covered with timber and hence had to be

cleared before it could be cultivated. The ﬁrst‘
home of the family was a log cabin and the usual
experiences and hardships of pioneer life fell to
their lot. Upon that farm Mr. Miller spent the
remainder of his life. He died in 1874, at the age
of sixty-eight years, and was buried in Sand Lake
Cemetery. In religious belief he was a Methodist
and in politics in early life was a Democrat. The
war came on and be strongly espoused the cause of
the Union and united himself to the Republican
party. His wife survived him some years, dy
ing at the age of eighty-nine in December, 1888,
in the faith of the Congregational Church. of
which she was a faithful member. The surviving
children of the family are Jacob. whose sketch ap
pears elsewhere in this work; Mrs. Christina Green
of Waukegan; Mrs. Charlotte Cribb; and Henry of
this sketch.
Our subject was born in East Northﬁeld, Cook
County, May 28, 1837, so his history has been con~
nected with thatof Northeastern Illinois through
out his entire life. He aided in the development
of his father’s farm, clearing away the brush and
doing such other work as his years enabled him to
perform. He has made agriculture his only pur
suit and is now the owner of two hundred and
twenty-seven acres of highly improved land. The
well tilled ﬁelds yield to him a golden tribute for
his care and labor and the dairy also adds not a
little to his income. He has good improvements
upon his farm and his comfortable home is the
abode of hospitality. The lady who presides over
the home in her maidenhood bore the name of
Margaret King. Their marriage was celebrated in
Waukegan, October 29, 1868, and has been blessed
with ﬁve children—William

H., Fred

George,

Mary Christina, J. Elmer and Carl James.
111 politics Mr. Miller is a Republican, having
afﬁliated with that party since attaining his major
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ity. He keeps himself well informed concerning
political issues but has never sought the honors or
emoluments of public ofﬁce. Socially he is a Royal
Arch Mason, his membership being with Millburn
Lodge and Waukegan Chapter. Mr. Miller has
been an eye-witness of the growth and progress of

deserted from the English and joined the Ameri
can Army under Washington, ﬁghting in his ser
vice until the Colonies were made free and inde
pendent States. He then married in Pennsylvania
and settled on the banks of the Alleghany River.

Lake County, has seen its wild prairies transformed

ably large family, numbering in all twenty-one chil
dren, of whom nineteen were sons. His death oc
curred in the Keystone State at an advanced age.
Philip Yager was not brought up by his parents,
but was reared in a Quaker family. He served a
regular apprenticeship to the tailor’s trade, and

into fertile farms, its cabin homes replaced by
commodious and

palatial residences, towns and

villages spring up, churches and school housrs
built and countless manufactories introduced until
the county of forty years age could not be recog
nized by any resemblance to the appearance it bears
to-day. The pioneers have worked the greater
part of this transformation and to them we owea
debt of gratitude which can never be repaid.

He was married three times, and reared a remark

when the War of 1812 was in progress, went to

Philadelphia and enlisted in a Pennsylvania Regi
ment, serving until hostilities were brought to a
close. He was married in his native State in early
manhood to Miss Eleanor McMichaels, who was

Wares—~—

born in Pennsylvania, of Scotch parentage.

They

had eleven children, six sons and ﬁve daughters, of
whom the two eldest, Andrew and Betsy, died in
. HlLlP

YAGER, deceased, is numbered

among the honored pioneer settlers of the
county. He came to Illinois with his fam
ily from Eric, Pa., in the early spring of
1843, traveling by team in emigrant fashion.
When he started, it was his intention to go to Mil
waukee, Wis, and there engage in the manufacture
of brick, which business he had carried on in the
Keystone State. but on reaching Chicago he found
he had insufﬁcient means to pursue his journey and
was obliged to halt while he and his sons earned
some. money. During this time he fell in with a

childhood; Susan became the wife of John Hill,
and is now deceased; Lucinda, widow of Eber

Hinckston, lives in Waukegan Township; George
married Miss Rhoda Lease, and resides in Stock
bridge, Wis; William married Jane Hathaway, and
is a resident of Waukegan; Ezra, of whom see

sketch elsewhere, wedded Miss Eliza Cary, and he
too makes his home in Waukegan; James was a
member of a California regiment in the late war,
and died unmarried at the age of thirty years; Mar
garet, wife of Lewis Van Tassell, died June 21,
1883; John married Eliza Brochon, and died March

brick-maker of Waukegan, Mr. Sunderlin. who en

5, 1888; Mary, the youngest, wife of J. Wiseman,

gaged him to go to that city and take charge of his
briekyard. Mr. Yager accepted the offer, and he
and his three sons carried on the yard. He came
to Waukegan in the fall of 1843. and soon after
ward bought a small farm in Waukegan Township,
on which he made his home.
Our subject was a native of Pennsylvania, his
birth having probably occurred on the bank of the
Alleghany River about 1792. His father, whose
Christian name the writer has been unable to learn,
was a native of Germany, who was pressed into the

died January 9, 1891.
Mr. Yager removed from Pennsylvania to Ark
port, Steuben County, N. Y., about 1825, and there
spent ﬁve years. He then returned to Pennsyl
vania, locating in Erie. where he was engaged in
the manufacture of brick until his emigration to
Illinois in 1843. His business career from that
time forward we have already traced. In political
sentiment, he was a Whig in early life and joined
the Republican party at its organization. His sons
also support thatv party. In religious belief he was

service of the British Army at the time of the Rev
olutionary War in America, and sent to this coun

a Methodist, as was also his wife.

try.

His sympathy being with the Colonists, he

He continued to

reside on his farm in Waukegan Township until his
death, which occurred in 1866. His wife survived

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
her husband several years. and died on the 14th of
February. 1871. An upright man, fair in all his
dealings, and a worthy citizen, Mr. Yager won the
conﬁdence of his associates, and retained their re
spect up to the day of his death.

%Q%%*
. OL. PARMENAS TAYLOR TURNLEY, a
veteran ofﬁcer of two wars and the present
@ Mayor of Highland Park. was born in Dan
dridge, Jefferson County, Tenn., September 6,
1821, and isa
of John
C. and Mahala
Tluruley.
Theson
Colonel
is descended
from (Taylor)
Revolu
tionary stock on both sides. and his ancestors were
among the early colonists of Virginia. The Turn
lcy family of which our subject is a member is of
English origin. Its earliest authentic history
states that three brothers of that name went with
Cromwell into Ireland. and participated in the
bloody battle of Drogheda. One brother remained
on the Emerald Isle; one went to Wales and set
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She died August 10, 1844. Her father was an
uncle of President Zachary Taylor, and was born
in the northern part of North Carolina, April 4,
1753. He was a man of commanding ﬁgure,
standing six feet, six inches high and well propor
tioned. He entered the War for Independence, was
promoted to be Major and served under Col. William
White, whose daughter Betty he married after the
return of peace. Col. White and Maj. Taylor
were captured together by the British and were
held prisoners several months. After the war was
over the Major settled on French Broad River in
Jefferson County, Tenn., and there died in 1828.

Col. P. T. Turnley was educated at West Point,
entering that military school as a cadet in 1842.
On the breaking out of the Mexican \Var, he was

commissioned Second Lieutenant and was in active
service during that struggle. After hostilities had
ceased, he was assigned to duty along the Rio
Grande River, on a survey to establish the bound

ary line between Texas and Mexico for a distance
of twelve hundred miles, following which, he was

detailed in charge of the building of a military

tled in that country, while the other returned to

road from San Antonio, Tex., to Albuquerque, N.

England. A member of the Welsh branch emi
grated to America in 1717. and settled in Virginia;
and it is from this branch that our subject is de
scended. His great-grandfather, John Turnley,
was born in Virginia in 1730, reared a family of
two children, George and Betty. and died at the
advanced age of one hundred and six years, while
his wife lived to be one hundred and nine years
old, both dying in Jefferson County, Tenn. George,
son of John Turnley, was born in Botetourt

M. The next year and a half, he spent 111 moving
supplies with three hundred and six mule teams
from Indiauola to El Paso and branch military
stations in Arizona, after which he was assigned to
duty with his company in building Fts. McIntosh
and Duncan on the Rio Grande and Ft. Terrett on
the Llano River. Later he was sent North on re
cruiting service and established a rendezvous at
Chicago and Milwaukee. In the meantime he had
been regularly promoted to be First Lieutenant and
Captain on the general’s staﬂ‘. In the summer of
1855 he was ordered to take three steam transports
up the Missouri River and to establish winter quar

County, Va., in 1762, and wore the blue and buﬂ"

in the Revolutionary War. Ile settled in Jefferson
County, Tenn., and with his two eldest sons took
part in the War of 1812. llis death occurred in
September, 1848.
His eldest son, John C. Turnley, father of the

Colonel, was born in Jefferson County, Tenn.,
February 27, 1792. married Miss Mahala M. Tay
lor, October 9. 1817, and died in Dandridge. Jef
ferson County, Tenn., June 10,1871.

His wife,

Mahala, was the daughter of Parmenas Tayloi,
and was born at Taylor’s Bend on French Broad
River, Jefferson County, Tenn., August 3, 1792.

ters at what is now Pierre, the capital of South
Dakota, for Gen. William S. Harney, then return

ing with his troops from the Sioux War, which be
accomplished in due time. his steamers being the
ﬁrst to ascend the Missouri River as far as that
point. In the summer of 1856, Ft. Pierre, proving
an unfavorable place for a military post, he was
ordered to drop down the river in search of a

better site, which he did, selecting a point on the
Missouri River, about ninety miles below the
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mouth of the White River, and built what is now
known as Ft. Randall.

In 1858, he was ordered

with asupply train of one thousand teamsto Utah,
with supplies for Gen. Albert Sidney Johnson. His
next duty was the building of a military post
then called Camp Floyd, afterward Ft. Crittenden,
forty miles south of Salt Lake City where be
erected barlacks, built storehouses and hospitals

out of sun dried bricks and continued work in that
line until December, 1860.

The following spring, the War of the Rebellion
having broken out and a number of railroad
bridges having been destroyed in Maryland and
East Pennsylvania by Baltimore mobs, Capt. Turn
ley was sent to rebuild and protect them. He also
took the naval station at. Annapolis, Md., and con
verted it into an army depot. In July of that
year, he was ordered to St. Louis under Gen. Fre
_ mont, where he established a depot for military
supplies and was on duty at that point until Feb
ruary, 1862, when he was sent to Cairo, lll., by
Gen. Halleck to provide transportation for Gen.
Grant’s forces, and to establish a depot at that
place. After having accomplished the work as
signed him he located sub-depots at Paducah, Col
umbus and Hickman. Ky. In August of that year,
Gen. Prentiss having captured Memphis, Maj.
Turnley was ordered to that place to establish an
extensive military depot. About this time he
found his health very much impaired from active
service in unhealthful districts and in September,
1862, he was granted leave of absence by Gen.
Ilalleck on account of physical disability. He took
a sea voyage, sailed upon the Mediterranean, and
after six months of travel returned home. He
found that during his absence he had been placed
on the retired list on half pay,“for long and faith
ful service and for diseases contracted in the line
of duty.”
In January, 1865, while in Washington settling
his accounts, Maj. Turnley was requested to enter
upon active service again, being tendered the posi
tion of Quartermaster of the Department of Den_
ver, 001., a special service where a complicated lot
of accounts were to be adjusted. The duty was a

done. He performed the duties so well that a lot
of vouchers given him, amounting to 865,000,
were reduced to about $12,000, thus saving a snug
sum to the Government. Toward the close of the
war Maj. Turnley received promotion as Lieuten
ant-Colonel by brevet, and in the early winter of
the year, 1865. he found his health very seriously
impaired. He had virtually completed the duty
assigned him and asked to be relieved. In the
meantime, President Lincoln had been assassinated

and the administration of President Johnson was
not working smoothly. His demand to be relieved
was not hcedcd, his physical condition kept grow
ing worse and he then tendered his resignation
which was declined. Getting out of patience, he
sent in his resignation marked “immediate and
unconditional" which was accepted January 1,
1866, and which, through a wrong interpretation

of its wording, dropped him from the retired list
and severed his connection with the army.
About. 1871, Col. Turnley became interested in
banking in Chicago, and continued his connection
with a bank in that city until 1874, when he sold

out to his partners, taking $65,000 of their notes.
The subsequent failure of the bank and the death
of its president, caused the total loss of the amount
of the notes. He was also interested in mining in
Montana, Wyoming and East Tennessee but dis
posed of that business in 1875.
Col. Turnley was married in Chicago in October,
1853, his union being with Miss Mary R. Rutter,
daughter of Dr. David Rutter, of that city. Mrs.
Turnley was born in Philadelphia and came to

Chicago with her parents in 1849.

The Colonel

and his wife have a family of five children, the
eldest of whom, Emma Gertrude, resides with her
parents; George H. died at the age of four years;
Mamie R., became the wife of M. C. Lightner, died

in November, 1880, leaving one son, Milton Turn
ley Lightner, who makes his home with his mater
nal grandfather; Ernest Seymour, now ﬁfteen
years old, is a student in Racine, and Ethel T.,

delicate one, as much crooked work, involving ex

aged twelve, is pursuing her studies in the High
land Park schools and resides with her parents.
From 1875 until 1880, Col. Turnley and his family
resided in Chicago, since which time they haVe

travagant and irregular expenditure, had been

made their home in Highland Park, having an ele
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gaut and picturesque residence on the Lake in the
northern part of that city. They are members of
the Episcopal Church.
The Colonel is a Democrat in political senti
ment, although he has not always been in sympathy
with the party. He is a member of the Loyal
League of America and belongs to the Order of
the Sons of the Revolution. Soon after coming to
Highland Park he was elected an Alderman of that
city, and after serving a few.years in that position
was elected Mayor, and is now serving his second
term in that ofﬁce. Col. Turnley is possessed of
strong individuality, and many admirable traits of

character. His course in life has been distinguished
by indomitable energy, and steadfastness of pur
pose, a high sense of honor and a strict regard for
a prompt and faithful discharge of duty. He is a
gentleman of kindly disposition, ripe in experience
of the world, and possesses a military history cov
ering a period of twenty years of active and use
ful service in the interests of his country. Through
himself and his ancestors his family has been iden
tiﬁed with every war in which the country has
been engaged from Colonial days until the present
and has displayed a patriotic zeal of which the
present members and succeeding generations may
justly be proud.

———--%-ai'e%-— ——-

tions of Lincoln.

In 1867, he removed to Wanke

gan, where for twenty years he made his home and
then look up his residence in Chicago where his
wife still resides. He died July 26, 1889. In poli
tics he was a stanch Republican and in religious
belief Mrs. Iloyt is a Catholic.
Franklin is the eldest of their family of six child
ren, numbering three sons and three daughters.
The ﬁrst ﬁve years of his life were spent in his
native city and from that time until after the war
he resided in Wisconsin where his education Was
acquired in the common schools, but the war came
on and he left the schoolroom to engage in the
struggle. He enlisted in Milwaukee, August 12.
1862, as a member of Company H, Twenty-fourth
Wisconsin Infantry and served as a drummc r
through the conﬂict. He was taken prisoner at
Stone River, December 31, 1862, and after a short

stay at Lynehburg was sent to Andersonville
prison. The authorities there would not receive
them so they were hurried on toward Montgomery ,
Ala. A great battle was pending and to get thei r
prisoners out of the way they sent them back to
Lynehburg and on to Libby prison. After a short
stay in that loathsome place Mr. Hoyt was paroled
at City Point, Va., then returned home, recuperated

and attended school. Then came the call for six
hundred thousand more men and on May 13, 1864,
he enlisted in Company G, Fortieth Wisconsin In
fantry, served until the close of his term and was
mustered out at Memphis, Tenn.

RANKLIN HOYT, the leading painter for

R. J. Douglas & Co., came from the Sunny
South.

He

was

born

in

New

Orleans,

March 27, 1845, and is a son of Fontleroy and
Catherine (Hanlon) Hoyt. His father was a native
of New Hampshire, but his ancestors came from
Holland. When a young man he went to New
Orleans and took contracts for making ox-yokcs
which be furnished for the Mexican War. He was
a cabinetmaker by trade. In New Orleans he mar
ried Miss Hanlon, who was born in County Cavan,
Ireland, and was ten years old when her parents
crossed the Atlantic, settling in that city. In 1850,
Fontlcroy Hoyt removed to Port Washington, Wis.,
where he ran a carpenter shop and also kept the

Government light house during the two administra

He was there at

the time of the massacre by Forrest, in fact was the
first to discover the approach of the enemy. On
the 22nd of October. 1864,l1e enlisted a third time,
becoming a member of Company I, First Wiscon
sin Heavy Artillery and after serving nine months
was discharged June 26, 1865, by general order No.
94. Mr. Hoyt still has the drum that be carried
throughout his service. It is doubtful if any other
man in Lake County has enlisted three times in his
country’s cause and holds three honorable dis
charges. Though never wounded and but once
taken prisoner he received permanent injuries.
After witnessing the Grand Review in the capital
city of the nation, Mr. Hoyt returned to Port
Washington, the succeeding winter attended school

and then spent three months in Lincoln‘s Commer
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cial College. In 1867, he came to Waukegan and
went to work as a common laborer on a gravel train.
He thus served nine months and worked at whatever
he could ﬁnd to do. \Vith the ﬁrm of Upham and
Crabtree he learned the painter’s trade, serving an
apprenticeship of two years and then went to M us
kegan, Mich., where he worked two years and ﬁve
months in a paint shop.
During that time Mr. Hoyt returned to Wanke
gan and, on the 2nd of May, 1870, wedded Mary
Waterbury, a native of this county. They began
their domestic life in Muskegan, but in 1872 re
turned to this city, Mr. Hoyt entering the employ
of Powell & Moran, as a painter.

He has con

tinued in the same business since though the ﬁrm
title has changed several times. After a few years
he was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife,
who died of typhoid fever in 1875, leaving one
child, adaughter, Cora. On the 4th of May 1879,
he was again married, his second union being with
Emma M.. daughter of Giles and Laura (Robinson)
Holbrook, who emigrated from the State of New
York to Wisconsin in 1844, and there remained

until called to the home above.

Mrs. Hoyt was

born in Kenosha County, Wis., May 3, 1845, and

by their marriage has been born a son. F. Harry.
Mr. and Mrs. Hoyt are members of the Congrega
tional Church, are held in high esteem and have a
hospitable home. Politically, be is a stanch Re
publican and socially is a Royal Arch Mason and
a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, hav
ing been Senior Vice-Commander and Ofﬁcer of the
Guard, and is now Drum Major. His wife is an
active worker in the \Vomcn’s Relief Corps. Mr.
Iont has a record of which he may well be proud.

sketch of whom may be found on another page of
this volume. He removed with his parents to
Eric, Pa., when about four years of age and thence
came to Waukegan, Ill., in the spring 0f1843.

The journey was accomplished by team. Ezra was
then seventeen years of age. The following year,
with his two older brothers, he began work in the
brickyard at Waukegan, and continued in that
employment until the fall of 1846, when he entered
the employ of his brother George, who in company
with a Mr. Lease, had started a brickyard in the
same town. One year later he was admitted to
partnership in the business. That connection con
tinued many years, proving mutually agreeable
and proﬁtable, until ﬁnally Mr. Yager sold out in
1876. About that time he was chosen Street Com
missioner of Waukegan, in which capacity he
served for nine successive years. He then embarked
in the ice business in company with his brother
John and continued operations in that line until
January, 1891, when he sold out.
On the 6th of March, 1851, Mr. Yager was mar

ricd in the town of Waukegan,to Miss Eliza Cary,
a daughter of Bela and Mary (Ogden) Cary, and
a native of the Empire State. Her birth occurred
in the town of Kendall, Orleans County, on the
6th of January, 2835, and her parents were also
born in New York, the father in Orleans County,
and the mother in Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence
County. She is the eldest of their family of ﬁve
children: Albert, the second child, married Kate

Valentine and resides in Kane County, 111.; Susan
is the wife of Robert Harrison who lives in San
Francisco County, Cal.; Abram married Della
Spalding and died in California in 1876; and
Clara, the youngest, became the wife of Austin

V—“ZRA YAGER, of Waukegan. Among the
E early settlers of Lake County still residing
[a in this city should be mentioned the gen
tleman whose name heads this sketch as he has
long been prominently identiﬁed with the history
of this community. He was born in Arkport,
Steuben County, N. Y., on the 14th of March,
1826, and is a son of Philip and Eleanor Yager, a

Whitney and died December 11, 1879. Mr. and
Mrs. Yager are the parents of four children, three
sons and a daughter: Charles, their ﬁrst born,
died at the age of eight years; Frank died on the
30th of August, 1883, at the age of twenty-six
years and ten months; Edgar, who is single makes
his home in Kenosha, Wis.; and Anna Florence,

the youngest of the family is a student still resid
ing under the parental roof.
Mrs. Yager’s family are numbered among the
early settlers of Lake County of 1847. Her father
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was a Democrat and a farmer by occupation, cn
gaging in agricultural pursuits until his death,
which occurred on the 4th of October, 1883, in his
seventy-second year. His wife died on the 30th
of December previous, in the seventieth year of
her age.
Mrs. Yager is a member of the Congregational
Church. Mr. Yager has been a resident of Wau
kegan for forty-eight years, being one of the old
est settlers now living here and is ahighly re
spected and worthy citizen whose many excellen
cies of character entitle him to the esteem of all
with whom he comes in contact. He is a Republi
can in politics and has served two years asa mem
ber of the Common Council of Waukegan.

G)

5.

.I

W

EWIS A. PADDOCK, proprietor of the Bluff
(3 Lake Summer Resort, which is situated in
the midst of one hundred and ﬁfteen acres of
land. on section 24, Antioch Township. was born in
Milwaukee,Wis., May 14, 1838. His paternal grand

Loon Lake.

When Mr. Paddock came West, he

journeyed from Buffalo on foot, with a riﬂe upon
his back, and reached Chicago before the arrival
of his wife. who came on a sailing vessel by way of
the Lakes. Forty-two days had elapsed before she
reached her destination. He was a strong Repub
lican in politics, and a faithful type of the honored
pioneer, to whom the country owes her present
prosperity. In the family were the following chil
dren:

Eleanora, now deceased; Adelia, wife of

John Monroe, of Baraboo, Wis.; Asa, who resides

near Channel Lake, in Antioch Township; Juliette;
Lewis, of this sketch; George, who served in the
Ninety-sixth Illinois Regiment, and is now living a
retired life in Saunemin, 111.; Marshall, who also
resides there, served in the Thirty-seventh Illinois
Infantry; Albert, who served in the Ninety-sixth
Regiment, and was for some months a prisoner of
war, is living in Spencer, Iowa; Helen is the wife
of John Rich, of Saunemin, Ill.; Addie is the wife

Norton, who was also a native of that locality.

of Lewis Savage. of Loon Lake; and Richard
makes his home in Chicago.
For more than half a century Lewis Paddock
has resided in this county. As he was only two
two years old at the time of his father’s settlement
here. he was reared to manhood amid the wild
scenes of frontier life, and with the family shared
in the usual hardships of pioneer days. His boy
hood days were spent in work upon the farm dur
the summer months, and in the winter season he
attended the district schools, having to walk three

Her father served in the War of 1812, and subse

miles, but this life was uot altogether without its

quently came West, spending his last days in the
home of our subject. Having determined to seek
a home in Illinois, Mr. Paddock brought his family
to Chicago, but was not pleased with the place, and
removed to Milwaukee, where he spent four years.
He engaged in farming on the site of the present
city, and then came to Lake County, settling on
the same farm where our subject now resides. Not
a white man in this county lived west of him at
that time. Ile was the ﬁrst settler in the commu
nity. He entered a half-section of Government
land, built a log cabin, and began the development
of the farm which continued to be his home until
his death in 1877. His excellent wife is still liv
ing, and makes her home with Lewis Savage, near

pleasures.

father, a native of Nova Scotia, died in Michigan,

at the very advanced age of one hundred years. His
father, Aaron B. Paddock, was born in Onondaga
County, N. Y., in 1806, and remained under the

parental roof until he had attained his majority.
In the Empire State, in 1828, he married Susan M.

From his youth Mr. Paddock has been

a great lover of hunting, and in the earlier days

had ample opportunity to indulge his taste for the
sport. He has killed thousands of ducks, and for
twelve years. in company with Levi Simons. dur
ing the shooting season, hunted and supplied the

market with wild game. He realized thereby a
handsome proﬁt, as well as gratifying his love for
hunting. Ilc also shared in the hard labor of the
farm. and before his father‘s death assumed its
management, displaying excellent business ability
in its operation.
A wedding ceremony performed in Avon 'l‘own
ship, in 1861, united the destinies of Lewis Pad

dock and Harriet Savage, who was born in Clinton
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County, N. Y., October 18, 1838, and belongs to
one of the early established families of this county.
Five children graced their union, and, with the

exception of Eugene. who died when ten months
old, the family circle yet remains unbroken. Ella,
the oldest, is now the wife of H. Delany, of Chi

cago; Nettie is the wife of Theodore Frazier;
Irving operates the farm; and Bessie, the youngest,
is still at home.
When Mr. Paddock began life for himself, he
had only $100 in wild-cat money, but by his own
eﬁ’orts he has become a substantial farmer. As
before stated, he owns one hundred and ﬁfteen
acres of land, and for ten years has carried on a
beautiful summer resort at Bluﬁ' Lake, where he

accommodates those who leave the city during the
heated summer months. In politics he is indepen
dent, supporting the man and not the party. His
ﬁrst Presidential vote was cast for Abraham Lin
coln. He is an intelligent and enterprising citizen,
public-spirited and progressive, and in the long
years in which he has resided in the county has
ever encouraged and supported those interests
which are calculated to beneﬁt the community.

two. Thinking to better his ﬁnancial condition by
a removal to the new and more rapidly growing
West, he,came to Lake County, 111., in 1854, but
after two months returned to Benton, Mahoning
County, Ohio. However, in 1856, he came again
to this county and began farming on rented land.
An important event of his life occurred in 1860,

when he wedded Mary C. Thomas, a daughter of
Christian Thomas, one of the pioneer settlers of
Fremont Township.
On the 15th of August, 1861, bidding good
bye to his young wife, he entered his country's
service for three years and was assigned to Com
pany C, of the Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry. He
had served for nine months, when one day he was
assisting in loading a boat in Louisville, Ky.. and
a box sliding down an inclined plane struck him.
The injuries thus sustained caused his discharge
and he has never fully recovered therefrom. On
his return he bought four lots in McHenry, Mc
Henry County, 111., and there resided for two
years, after which he removed to Fremont Town

ship, this county, where he engaged in farming un
til 1881, when he came to Libertyville. Since that
time he has been a permanent resident of the town
and has kept ahotel and livery stable. In politics
he is a Republican and socially is a member of
' \Vaukegan Post, No. 374, G. A. R. His wife holds
membership with the Presbyterian Church. They
I,\ EN RY KERN, proprietor of the Kern Hotel
1 and livery stable of Libertyville, claims have three children, two sons and a daughter:
Christina 1)., at home; Thomas H., who is clerking
Pennsylvania as the State of his nativity.
in a store at Libertyville: and Frank 8., in school.
He was born in Lehigh County, being a son
For thirty seven years Mr. Kern has been a resi
of Charles and Elizabeth (Eisenhart) Kern, and the
dent of this county and is a highly esteemed citi
date of his birth is October 17, 1833. On both
zen.
sides he is descended from Holland stock. His pa
rents still reside in Pennsylvania, where his father

engages in fruit growing, although he is a shoe
maker by trade, having learned that business in
early life. In their family were six children, two
sons and four daughters.
Our subject is the eldest of the number. In the
usual manner of farmer lads he spent his boyhood
days. assisting his father in the summer months
. and attending the district schools during the win
ter season. When about eleven years of age he be
gan to make his own way in the world butgave his
father the fruits of his labors until he was twenty

%=
7 l NDREW OAKS, of Wauconda, is a native
g
of Stamford, Vt., his birth having occurred

Ll on the 24th of October, 1820. In a fam
_
ily of ten children, numbering six sons
and four daughters, he is the youngest. The par
ents were Daniel and Hepzebeth (Batehelder) Oaks.
The Oaks family was founded in America in the
year 1701, by an English emigrant of that name,
who settled in Middlesex County, Mass. The
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grandfather of our subject, Beriah Oaks, was a
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and died February 14, 1889. at the very ad
vanced age of ninety years. Her mother, also a

native of Massachusetts, born in 1743, and through
out his life followed farming. His father, Daniel

native of the Green Mountain State, was born

Oaks, was born in Middlesex County, Mass, June

August 3, 1803, and died in 1832.

16, 1776, about the time of the opening of the
Revolutionary War. Ere the close he had grown
to be quite a lad, and in after years related many
incidents connected with the war and those early
historic times. In political sentiment in those
early days he was a stanch Federalist, and after
ward became a Whig on the organization of that
party. He also engaged in agricultural pursuits
and was a man of unquestioned integrity, whose
word was as good as his bond. He married Miss
Batchelder, who was born in Fitchburg, Mass,
August 22, 1778. His death occurred October 23,

Mrs. Oaks, Daniel Myers, cast the ﬁrst vote in

1845, and his wife died in October, 1858.

Their

children who are yet living are: Merrick, who
was an agriculturist and now resides in Vermont,
at the age of eighty- seven; Mary, widow of An
drew Cook, a farmer, resides in Wauconda, whose

sketches and portraits appear in this elegant vol
umc; Nancy was twice married and is now living
in Reedsboro. Vt.;

Daniel, who is engaged

in

farming near Wauconda (see his full sketch);
Ephraim, who is living in Rivcrton. Conn.; and
Andrew, whose name heads this record.

Our subject obtained his education in the old
subscription schools of Vermont, and remained
at home until he 'had attained his majority. The
day succeeding his twenty-ﬁrst birthday he left
home and worked at shoveling apples. He shov
eled and drew three hundred bushels to a cider
mill for ﬁfty cents per day. He had no capital
with which to begin life, but was industrious, not
afraid of work, and resolved to improve every op
portunity which would better his ﬁnancial con
dition and make his life a success. This resolution
he has never deviated from, and in consequence
can look back over the past with no regret for
wasted time or advantages.
As a helpmate on life’s journey Mr. Oaks chose
Miss Phoebe Myers, their wedding being celebrated
on the llth of March, 1843, at l’ownal, Vl.., her
native city.

She was born April 14, 1821, and is

a daughter of Simeon and Sophia (Barber) Myers.
Her father was born in Vermont, July 31, 1799,

An uncle of

his town in 1840, supporting William Henry Har
rison, and at the last Presidential election he walked

ﬁve miles to deposit his ballot for the illustrious
grandson of the Tippecanoe hero, our present Chief
Magistrate, Benjamin Harrison. Unto Mr. and
Mrs. Oaks have been born four children, one son

and three daughters—Oscar W., who is married
and now lives a retired life a short distance south
of Des Moines. Iowa, after a successful career as a
farmer; Louise 5., wife of Henry C. Werden, a
resident farmer of McHenry County; Clara L.,

wife of Matt Smith, who is engaged in agricultural
pursuits in Wauconda'Township; and Libbie C.,
wife of B. S. Hammond, who is engaged in the
mercantile business in Chicago.
In Mr. Oaks we see one of the prominent and
valued citizens of Wauconda, for since there 10

cating in 1866 he has borne an active part in all
its public interests, supporting those measures
which are calculated to beneﬁt the community,
and using his inﬂuence in behalf of every worthy
enterprise. Few men in the county are more
widely and none more favorably known, yet he
has not sought notoriety. His upright life and
genial manner have won him friends, and all with
whom social or business relations have brought
him in contact esteem him for his sterling worth.
His wife is a consistent member of the Methodist
Church, of Wauconda, and a lady whose benevo

lence and kindly charity have won her the gratitude
of many hearts.

Mr. Oaks' ﬁrst Presidential vote was cast for
Henry Clay in 1844. and he continued to support
the Whig party until the organization of the new
Republican party, with which he has since been
identiﬁed. He is not strictly partisan. however,
but strenuously upholds What he believes to be the
principles of right and justice. He served as one
of the Councilmen of the town with credit to him
selfand his constituents, and was a trusted and
prominent member of the Grangers' society, hav
ing ever a warm sympathy with all movements
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which will advance the interests of the farmer.
Mr. Oaks’ brothers and sisters were all born on an
even year and Mrs. Oaks’ brothers and sisters of
whom there were twelve in number, were born on
odd years.

ELIM NEWTON FERRY, one of the early
I settlers of the county, whose home is now
in \Vaukegan, was born on the 17th of

6/

March, 1818,

in Brimfield Township,

Hampden

County, Mass, and is descended from one of the
early families of the old Bay State. His father, Oli
ver Ferry, was married in Massachusetts to Mrs.
Phila Hale, nee Fuller, a native of that State. Her
father was a weaver by trade and served in the
Releutionary War as cook.

Mr. Oliver Ferry

was a farmer by occupation, and a man that took
an active interest in public aﬂ’airs of the commu
nity in which he resided. He died just before the
removal of the family to this county. The mother
came to Illinois and spent her last days in this
vicinity, dying in the faith of the Presbyterian
Church. of which she was a member. By her ﬁrst
marriage she had one daughter, and by her second
union nine children were born, ﬁve sons and four
daughters, of whom four are living, three sons and
one daughter.
_
'
Our subject is the third child and the oldest sur
vivor. His early life passed uneventfully in work
upon the farm. He received little school training
but in business affairs has acquired a good educa
tion. He remained at home until his removal to
the West, which ocCurred in the year 1843. Be
lieving that he could better his ﬁnancial condition
in a new State, he turned his face towArd the set

ting sun, and cast his lot with early settlers of
Lake County, where he arrived on the 1st of
May. Having purchased 600 acres of land from
Jeremiah Stowell, paying $500 down, giving his
note for the balance, he returned to Massachusetts

for more funds. and again. arrived at this place in
the fall, accompanied by his father, who bought
half his land. As a helpmate on life’s journey, he
chose Miss Eleanor J. Doanc, and their marriage

was celebrated on the 1st of Februrary, 1844, soon
after coming to this county. The lady was born
near Oswcgo, N. Y., in 1825, and her people are
pioneers of this county of 1836. She engaged in
teaching in what is now Benton Township for $1
per week and board.
To Mr. and Mrs. Ferry were born nine children,
two of whom died when young, while seven are
still living. Oliver 8., now a farmer of l’ottawat
tamie County, Iowa, served nearly two years in the
Union army during the war, and was severely

wounded at the battle of Kenesaw Mountain.

A

minie ball fired from the mountain tore away his
chin and wounded him severely in the shoulder,

injuring him for life; Asher B., a resident farmer
and mechanic of Benton Township, like his broth
er rau away from home to enlist for the war in
which he served nearly two years. Both now re
ceive pensions on account of the permanent inju
ries they sustained. George B., is a painter by
trade; Lawrence and Clarence, twins, are farmers.
the former residing in Benton Township, the latter

in Texas; Nellie J., carries on a millinery store in
Perry. Iowa, in company with her sister Josephine
M., who completes the family. The mother of
these children, who was a member of the Baptist
Church, died July 11, 1880.

On the 9th of November, 1882, Mr. Ferry was
again married, his second union being with Fran
ces A. Burns, who was born in Fayette County.
Pa., August 18, l843, and is a daughter of Samuel

and Eliza (Battic) Burns. Her paternal grand
father came from Glasgow, Scotland, to America
and pre-empted a large tract of land in Allegheny
County, Pa., where her father was born.

A wid

ow's only son was drafted for the war of 1812, and
Samuel Burns volunteered to take his place, and
served his country nobly. In the county of his
nativity he married Miss Battie. who was also
born in that county, but her parents were of Irish
birth, her father being a native of County Armagh,

and her mother of County Donegal, Ireland. Her
father was educated for an Episcopal minister, but
not liking that calling he ran away from home and
came to the United States. About 1855 Mr. Burns
removed to Chicago, where he died of paralysis at
the age of sixty-eight years. He Was a‘ saddler
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and cooper and his eight brothers were also
coopers by trade, though their chief occupa
tion was farming. After his death his widow re
turned to Pennsylvania, where she died at the age
of seventy-six years. In their family were two
sons and six daughters, ﬁve of whom are yet liv
ing. Mrs. Ferry was the seventh child. She was
educated in the schools of Pennsylvania, in Chi
cago and in other schools in Cook County. Our
subject and his ﬁrst wife began their domestic life
on this farm. He divided his three hundred acre
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tention of remaining one year, which he spent in
La Salle County. Returning to New York, he at
tended school two years more and then started for
Paris, France, to pursue the study of medicine. He
took passage on a sail vessel bound for the West
Indies, intending thence to proceed to Paris. His
case of books attracted the attention of some
dishonest persons on shipboard and was broken
into for the purpose of robbery, evidently on the
supposition that it contained valuables. The inci
dent decided him to leave the vessel at St. Thomas,

tract into three farms, each of one hundred acres,

West Indies, and he was at that port when the

which he improved with good buildings, and in
connection with the raising of grain he was a suc
cessful stock-dealer for some twenty years.
At
length he determined to retire from business life,
and in 1882 he removed to Waukegan where he
has since made his home. Politically he was a
Democrat until the rise of the Republican party,
since when he has been identiﬁed with its interests.
He has held a number of local ofﬁces, including
that of Assessor of Benton Township, in which
position he served for the long period of twenty
one years. He is a man of good business judg

American brig “Summers” entered, after three mid
shipmen were executed for intended mutiny, which
was discovered in time by the commander and of
ﬁcers to prevent its being carried out. It was evi
dently the intention of the mutinous crew to
convert it into a pirate vessel. Dr. Sweetland spent

ment, and through all his life has borne a name

irreproachable.
He and his estimable wife are
blessed with a competency and with many warm
friends.

the winter in St. Thomas, visited Havana, Cuba,

Turk’s Island and the Bermudas, and abandoned
his project of going to Europe. He returned to
the United States by way of New Orleans, came
up the Mississippi River and again went to La Salle
County“ in 1842. He there taught school two
years and one year later entered Rush Medical
College, where he pursued a regular course of study
and was graduated in the class of 1848, after which
he established himself in practice in Lisbon, Ken
dall County, where he remained three years. He
then removed to Newark, in the same county,
where he continued to practice his profession until

WARREN M. SWEETLAND, M. D., a prac
, / ‘
ticing physician and surgeon of Highland
Park, has been a resident of that city since

1877. He is a native of New York, born in the
town of Dryden, Tompkins County, November 18,
1819. His father, Bowen Sweetland, was born in
Rutland, Vt., was of English ancestry and was a
farmer by occupation. He removed to Dryden,
Tompkins County, N. Y., in early life, and in that
State met and married Miss Betsy Durkee, who
was the ﬁrst white child born in the town of Scipio,

Cayuga County. They continued their residence
in Dryden till the close of their lives.
The subject of this sketch received an academic
education and in 1839 came to Illinois with the in

1877, during which time he was also President of
Fowler Institute several years, a very popular [it
erary institution located there, and which has since

been burned. He came to Highland Park, Lake
County, with the intention of retiring from active
practice, but was obliged to abandon the idea of
giving it up, partly because his services were much
in demand and partly because he could not content
himself in the monotonous life of inactivity. So
he has pursued the practice of his profession from
this point ever since, and his business has always
been all that he cared for and often times more
than he desired.
In 1871 Dr. Sweetland was made President of
the railroad company organized to build a road
from Joliet to Mendota, called the Joliet Cut-off_
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lThe right-of-way was secured, a part of the grading
done and enough stock subscribed to put on the
ties, rails and bridges. Competing roads strongly
opposed the enterprise and had, as it then seemed,
a disinterested party write the Doctor several
friendly letters inquiring about the prospects for a
road. Finally a letter came cautiously asking him
how much it would be worth to transfer the fran
chise. In the Doctor’s reply he gave the writer
such an excoriating that he never heard from him
again. By false representation and intrigue, how
ever, the road was ﬁnally secured by another com
pany, which has since often shown its high appre
ciation of the Doctor’s sterling integrity by grant
ing him exceptional favors.
Dr. Sweetland has been twice married. His ﬁrst
wife was Miss Martha N. Patten, formerly of New
York, to whom he was married October 28, 1845,

in what is now the city of Sandwich, Ill.

She died

fall of 1890, while past his seventy-ﬁrst birthday,
he killed a deer and is ambitious to continue the
sport until after the great Columbian Exposition,
when he can retire in his seventy-ﬁfth year. Speak
ing of the coming World’s Fair reminded him that
while in Havana, Cuba, in 1841, he visited the tomb
of Christopher Columbus. In all matters pertain
ing to the welfare of his adopted city the Doctor
takes an active interest and for four years has been
honored with the ofﬁce of Mayor. He is quite an
extensive real-estate owner and has several farms
which he leases, together with more valuable prop
erty in Chicago.
'
Dr. Sweetland is remarkably well preserved, both
physically and mentally. He is a man of superior
mental force and good physique. Genial and aﬁa
ble in manner, he wins friends wherever he goes
and retains them by the substantial excellencies of
character which he possesses.

childless three years later and November 9, 1850,

near Utica, N. Y., the Doctor wedded Mrs.
Elizabeth II. Sherrill, nee Wilcox, a daughter
of Joseph Wilcox. She was born near Utiea,
Oneida County, N. Y. They have become'parents
of six children, two sons and four daughters:
Louise, the eldest, is the wife of Leslie Brinckerhoﬂ’

and resides in Chicago; the younger members are
Helen Maie, Dana W., Dale M., Elizabeth and J.

Alice. The son Dale married Miss Hattie Warden
and is living in Geneva, Ill. The remainder of
the family reside with their parents.
Dr. Sweetland joined the Republican party at its
organization and has since been actively identiﬁed
with its history in Illinois. He was sent as Dele
gate from the State to the National Republican
Convention at Philadelphia, in 1872, that nom

wee-Mae“
@APT. WILLIAM

HAMMOND,

deceased.

Of those who have been numbered among
the leading citizens of Waucouda, none are
more deserving of mention in this volume than he
whose name heads this sketch. He was a native of

Ky”

Fair llaven, Mass, born September 21, 1800, and

at an early age was left an orphan by the death of
his parents. The family to which he belonged
numbered three children, one son and two daugh
ters, and all are now deceased unless perhaps one
sister is yet living.
The Captain had none of the advantages which
usually fall to the lot of the American boy. At
the age of seven he shipped before the mast and
for thirty years he sailed upon the high seas. He
ﬁrst embarked on the vessel “Euphrates,” sailing
between New York and Liverpool, and from the
position of cabin boy he rose step by step, meritor
ious conduct winning him rapid promotion until
at a very early age be was made captain of a vessel.
He commanded a merehantman and made voyages
upon the Atlantic. the Paciﬁc and the Mediterra

inated Gen.~ U. S. Grant for his second term as
President and was chairman of his delegation at
that convention. The Doctor, his wife and daugh
ters are members of the Presbyterian Church. He
is a member of the Lake County Medical Society,
the Illinois State Medical Society and the Ameri
can Medieal Association. The Doctor is an expert
hunter. Every fall he enjoys his annual deer hunt
in the wilds of Northern Michigan or Wisconsin
and has many ﬁne specimens of his skill in the

nean Sea.

woods with his riﬂe, preserved at his home.

strictly to the matters in charge, leaving no duty

In the

During business hours he attended
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undone and with inﬂexible purpose saw those under
him were alike faithful, but in his leisure hours be

relaxed from his apparent sternness and became
the most agreeable companion. His care and skill
won the admiration and respect of his superiors as
well as his subordinates.
Capt. Hammond was twice married, his ﬁrst union

being with Miss Lucy Tallman, a native of New.
Bedford, Mass. Unto them were born seven
children, four of whom are living, as follows:
Betsy T., widow of John Wait and a resident of
Elgin; James H., who is married and is engaged in
gold mining in California; William, who is mar

ried and is a successful farmer of Washington; and
Joseph who was married and resides in Texas. He
served through the entire Rebellion and being cap
tured, was conﬁned in Andersonville prison for
nine months. The exposure and terrible treatment
which be there underwent caused his health to be
permanently impaired. After the death of his ﬁrst
wife, Capt. Hammond on the 6th of December,
1838, married Miss Lucinda Bothwell, a native of
Cattaraugus County, N. Y., and by their union
have been born eight children, of whom three are
now deceased: Edwin was one of the boys in blue
who during the service was taken sick and died
before his discharge, thus laying down his life on
the altar of his country; Kate is the wife of Ed
ward Barnard, a legal practitioner residing in Chi
cago and practicing in the courts of Cook County.
They have two sons, Edward and Louis, both of
whom are employed in the large wholesale house
of J. V. li‘arwcll; Jackson is now deceased; Frank
is married and follows farming in \Varrenvillc, Du
Page County; Charles is also deceased; Nellie is
the wife of Peter McDonald, of Clyde, 111., a con
tractor and builder; Rollin, who married Miss
Clauson, is a carpenter and joiner of Wakefield,
Neb.; Carrie, who completes the family, lives with
her mother. She was educated in the Wauconda
schools and isa lady of culture who does much
for the benevolent interests of Wauconda.
In political sentiment Capt. Hammond was a
stalwart Democrat, very pronounced in his views
and a ﬁrm believer in the Jeffersonian principles.
Socially, he was a member of the Odd Fellows of
St. Charles, Ill. After quitting the sea he came
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West and took up his residence in Wayne, Du Page
County, Ill., where he followed farming. but in
1870 came to Wauconda, where a leading and re
spected citizen, he resided until his death, which
occurred on the 21st of November, 1880, at the
advanced age of eighty years. His remains were
interred in Wayne Cemetery and a beautiful mon
ument erected to his memory by his loving wife,
now marks the spot. In his death his family lost
a kind and loving husband and father, his acquain
tances a faithful friend and the county one of its
valued citizens.
Mrs. Hammond still makes her home in Wau
conda'where she has a beautiful residence, over

looking Bangs Lake. She was born August 12,
1821, in New York, and is a daughter of Charles
and Rebecca (Ballard) Bothwell, who were also

born in the Empire State. In their family were
seven children, four of whom are now living: Mrs.
Hammond the eldest; Fay, who is married, is a
carpenter and joiner of Iowa; Lucy is now the
wife of Mr. Nichols, a retired farmer residing in
Fairbanks, Iowa; and Charles M. is living with his
family in La Salle County, Ill. Mrs. Hammond
was educated in the schools of her native State and
at St. Charles, Ill., and remained under the parental
roof until her marriage. \Vith her husband she
came to Wauconda many years ago and among its
best citizens has formed many warm friendships.

MW
AMES MURRIE, a veteran of the late war

and a leading farmer of Antioch Township,
1 residing on section 26, was born in Fifeshire,
Scotland, May 20, 1842, and is a son of
David and Janet (Barrie) Murrie, both of whom
were also natives of Fifeshire. The father who
was born about 1814, is a brother of John Murrie,

whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. In
1850, when our subject was a lad of eight years,
they bade good-by to their old home, crossed the
Atlantic to America and proceeded by way of the
lakes and canal to Kcnosha, Wis. They settled in
Newport Township, where Mr. Murrie purchased
land and engaged in farming until 1873, when he
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sold out to a railroad company and bought the
farm which is now the home of our subject. He
continued to reside thereon. until his death October
13, 1886. His good wife preceded him by nine
years, dying October 11, 1877, and her remains

were interred in Mt. Rest Cemetery, of Newport.
Both were members of the Presbyterian Church in
their native land but after coming to this country,

Mrs. Murrie united with the Christian Church. Of
their four children James is the eldest; Alex is
engaged in blacksmithing in Rosecrans, this county;
Jane is the wife of William Rose, of Millburn; and
Ellen J. is the wife of John Rose, who resides near

Millburn.
Our subject was a lad of about eight years when
upon a sailing vessel he came with the family to
America. He was educated in the district schools
of the neighborhood and early began work upon
the farm but during the progress of the Civil War
his patriotism and love of country forced him to
abandon the plow and on the 15th of August, 1862,
he enlisted as a private of Company C, Ninety
sixth Illinois Regiment and remained with his
command until the close of. the war. The ﬁrst
important engagement in which he participated
was at Lookout Mountain, followed by the battle
of Mission Ridge. Then came the Atlanta cam
paign in 1864, followed by the battles of Rocky
Face Ridge, Resaca and Dallas. At the last place
he was shot in the left foot but rejoined his regi
ment on the 17th of September, after the capture
of Atlanta. The troops were then sent to inter!
cept Hood‘s progress and when the battle of Frank
lin was brought on Mr. Murrie was found in the
thickest of the fight. The last important battle in
which he took part was that at Nashville. The
winter was spent at Huntsville, Ala., after which

the troops were sent to East Tennessee, and he was
mustered out at Nashville on the 10th of June,

1865.
\Vhen the war was over Mr. Murrie returned to
his home and has had charge of the old farm since
the f0110wing year. On the 3d of October, 1866,
in Newport Township, he led to the marriage altar
Miss Mary J. Dixon, who was born in Hartford,
N. Y., April 6, 1843, and is a daughter of John
and Rebecca (Allen) Dixon, who were natives re

spectively, of England and Vermont. When twelve
years old Mr. Dixon came to the United States,
and married Miss Allen in Hartford, N. Y.

In

1846 they came to Lake County and made their
home in Newport Township, where he died very
suddenly June 13, 1891, at the age of eighty-one.
His wife still abides, being seventy-seven. In their
family were six children, of whom Mrs. Murrie is
the fourth. Her father served ﬁve years in the
army and participated in the Florida War. He was
a Democrat, and his wife a Methodist.

Mr. and

M rs. Murrie are the parents of five children, four of
whom are yet living: Herbert J., Isabella, Charles
and Inez. Jessie is now deceased. The parents
are members of the Baptist Church of Newport,
and socially, Mr. Murrie is a member of the Ma
sonic Lodge of Millburn, and the Grand Army
Post of Waukegan. He has held all the offices in
the lodge and is now Secretary. In politics he is
a stalwart Republican, has often served as delegate
to the conventions, has ﬁlled the ofﬁce of Collector
in Newport Township, and is the present efﬁcient
Justice of the Peace of Antioch Township. He
was a faithful soldier during the late warand made
for himself an army record of which he may well
be proud.

E—wa~——-ﬂ5—

/' EORGE LUTKENHAGAN, the only child
G
Herman and
Catherine
(Bomkamp)
Cl of
Lutkenhagan,
was born
and reared
on the
farm where he now lives. He ﬁrst opened his eyes
tothe light of day on the 20th of June, 1862.
Mid play and work his boyhood days were passed
and in the schools of Waukegan he acquired a good
English education such as would ﬁt him for the
practical duties of life. The occupation which his
father followed he has also made his life work and
is acknowledged to be one of the wide-awake and
enterprising young farmers of the community.
On his twentieth birthday, Mr. Lutkenhagan
also celebrated his marriage, the lady of his choice
being Miss Mary Heiting, a daughter of Gerhard
and Adelaide (Wclp) Heiting, both of whom were
natives of Westphalia, where they lived until 1860,
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when they emigrated to the United States, locating
at Washington Heights, Ill. Subsequently they
left that place and came to Lake County, where

they now reside. The wife of our subject was
born at Washington Heights, July 28, 1860. The
young couple have four interesting children, one
son and three daughters: Katie M., Mary A.,
Hiram IL, and Anna. They lost their ﬁrst born,
Addie M., who died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs.
Lutkenhagan are members of the Catholic Church.
They are well known throughout this community
and have many friends who delight to visit them
at their pleasant home on section 33, Waukegan
Township. He is a Democrat in politics and one
of the thrifty young farmers of the county.

-————+t»+&®$%i—+~—_
v

ICHAEL MEEHAN has the honor of being
, the ﬁrst white settler to locate in the town
of Deerﬁeld, and he is stilla resident of
that town, making his home on the same
tract of land that he claimed in November, 1835.
Many are his friends and acquaintances throughout
his region and we know that this sketch of his life

will be I‘ccclvéd with interest.
Mr. Meehan is a native of the Emerald Isle. He was
born in County Meath, in June, 1808,

and his

parents, Michael and Catherine Meehan, were also
natives of Ireland.
He grew to manhood in that
country and when twenty-two years of age married
Miss Bridget Monahan, daughter of Patrick Mon
ahan, and a native of the same county in which her
husband was born. In 1832, they emigrated from
Ireland to America and located in Salina, N. Y..
where they remained a year and a half. They then re
moved to Michigan Territory, and settled on a farm
near Detroit but in the autumn of 1835,with his fam
ily, Mr. Meehan started for Illinois, traveling in an
old fashioned prairie schooner drawn by oxen. They
were disgusted with the quagmire nature of the soil
about Chicago and hastened on into what is now
Lake County, but which then formed a part of Cook
County. They found this region in possession of
its original proprietors, the native Indians, who had

just sold their lands but had not yet been removed
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to their new home. The removal of the Indians
occurred the following year, 1836, but still many
lingered and others returned at intervals to their
old hunting grounds. Mr. Meehan erected a log
cabin and began improving his land. He was more
fortunate than many who followed, as he was pos
sessed of some means and had laid in a good stock
of provisions, including several barrels of Michi~
gan ﬂour, a barrel of both beef and pork, a hundred
pounds of coffee with tea, sugar and other neces
sary supplies. The f0110wing spring he went to a
point near Bridgeport where he bought seed oats,
potatoes, etc. He had to pay $1 per bushel for
oats and the same price for potatoes. While there
he purchased a pair of kittens for a dollar and a
little pig that he could put in his coat pocket, for
which he paid $10. Thus he brought the ﬁrst pig
and the ﬁrst cats into the town of Deerﬁeld as he
had previously brought the ﬁrst cattle. He made
the ﬁrst clearing and plowed the ﬁrst furrow ever
turned by a white man in that town. The land
was not then surveyed but when it came into mar
ket he found his claim to be on section 18,0f Deer
ﬁeld Township. His ﬁrst white neighbors were two
brothers, Lawrence and William Dorsey, and a

French Canadian named Tippeau.
They came in
the winter of 1835—36 and made their home with
Mr. Meehan until they had built cabins on their
claims in the neighborhood. That they were we]
come may well be believed as a home in such a
wilderness and among the Indians was likely to
prove lonesome. The following year, Michael
Davin, John Christie, James Fagan and some others '
effected settlements near by. Mr. Meehan entered
tWQ hundred and twenty-ﬁve acres of land and
pursued farming uninterruptedly until 1876,except
for a trip he made to California in 1852. In com
pany with some neighbors he crossed the plains with
horse teams to the gold diggings on the Paciﬁc
Coast. The rough style of life there was not suited
to his taste and he returned to his home the fol
lowing October, the return voyage being made by
way of the sea and Panama route to New York.
In 1876, Mr. Meehan, feeling that he was not
physically able to conduct his farm sold it to a
nephew, James O'Conner. He then bought the old
light-house property at Highland Park which was
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sold by the Government.

There he continued to

reside until the death of his wife, which occurred

May 2, 1890, since which time he has made his
home with Mrs. O’Conncr, the widow of his nephew,
to whom he had sold the farm.
Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Mee
han but all are now deceased. In politics he has
been a Democrat since becoming a citizen of this
country. He was one of the ﬁrst County Commis
sioners of McHenry, now Lake County, and was
Road Commissioner of Deerfield Township many
years. In religious belief he is a Catholic and his
wife also belonged to that church. He is now the
only surviving representative of the little band of
pioneers who formed the first settlement of white
people in Deerlield Township and is one of the old
est survivors of the pioneers of Lake County of
1835. Mr. Meehan is now in his eighty-fourth year
and while having lived several years beyond the
age attained by so-called old people, he is well
preserved and in full possession of his mental fac
ulties and seemingly quite hearty physically. lie
is a genial, whole-souled man, whose heart has al
has always been true to his home and friends, and

by acts of kindness and deeds of mercy he has won
the warm regard of his neighbors and fellow
c0untrymen, while all who know him respect and
esteem him as an honest, upright man.

Faogiﬁ—g—Eis—

ENRY C. P. SANDMAN. In the presen
‘ tation of life records of the prominent pio
neers and leading citizens of Cuba Township,
we cannot omit that of our subject. He is
a native of Hanover, Germany, born June 30, 1830,

and is a son of C. H. Sandman, who was also born
in.Hanover, about 1791.

The avocation of his fa-'

ther was that of farming in which he was reasonably
successful. He emigrated to free America in
1844, and traveling across the country to Chicago,
made his way thence to Lake County. The
voyage across the Atlantic was made in a sailing
vessel and during the trip they encountered seven
severe storms. The family was in limited circum
stances and the ﬁrst year after their arriVal, our

subject was obliged to Work for his board. The
county was then new and they experienced many
of the trials and hardships incident to frontier life.
For a number of years Mr. and Mrs. Sandman
continued their residence in Lake County, but both
are now deceased. Their children are as follows:
Henry C. P. of this sketch; Mary, the widow of
John Heller, who was a farmer of Ela Township;
Fred and America, both deceased; and one who

died in infancy.
Our subject was about nineteen years of age when
his father’s death occurred. His educational advan
tages were quite meagre but a quick perception,
an observing eye and a retentive memory

have

made him a well-informed man who possesses an ex
cellent practical knowledge. On beginning life for
himself, he went to Chicago, where he worked in a

lumber yard for three years.

He was united in

marriage with Miss Anna Harmenaig, who was born

in Germany, November 4, 1830. Their wedding
took place July 17, 1853, and by their union have
been born eight children, six of whom are yet liv
ing—William is married and follows farming in
Cuba Township; Fred is married and is engaged in
the milling business in Barrington, Ill. ; Henry
who was educated in the Barrington graded schools,
is at home; Anna is the wife of George Froealich,
a miller of Cuba Township; Caroline is the wife of
E. F. Heimsen, a commission merchant of Chicago;
Louie, who completes the family, is now a student
in the Metropolitan Business College of Chicago.
Mr. Sandman cast his first Presidential vote for
Franklin Pierce, but has never been an active par
tisan, endeavoring to support men of principle and
honor, regardless of party afﬁliations. He is a
gentleman well and favorably known for his sterling
worth and integrity and has been an efﬁcient and
capable ofﬁce holder.
He has served as School
Director for three years, as School Trustee for three
years, Township Collector one term and Commissi

oner of Highways for three years. He and his wife
are devoted members of the Lutheran Reformed
Church of Barrington, and in its organization he
bore a prominent part.
He was also instrumental
in securing the erection of the house of worship
which was built at a cost of $2200. The Rev. Mr..
Rohn is the present pastor—an efficient man—and
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Six weeks were spentupon the

support Mr. Sandman has contributed liberally and
has also cheerfully given his aid to other Worthy

ocean and in May, 1831, they located in Buffalo,

enterprises.
In connection with his sons, he is the owner of
eleven hundred and thirty-seven acres of land, the
greater part of which is under a high state of cul
tivation and improved with excellent buildings
which indicate him to be a progressive and success
ful farmer. He has also met prosperity in his ef
forts at stock-raising and upon his farm may
always be seen a ﬁne collection of the best grades
of cattle. He now has upon the home place about
two hundred cows and is extensively engaged in
the dairy business. He is half owner in the Bar
rington Roller Mills and of two warehouses
besides other valuable property in that town. The
enumeration of his eﬁects and accumulations are
given so that the reader may gain some idea of his
success in life.
He is a living example of a self
made man who by economy, diligence and the ex
ercise of his natural abilities has become one of the
wealthier citizens of the county.
His is the ﬁnest
farm in this locality and stands as a monument to
his own thrift.
Mr. and Mrs. Sandman have the
highest respect of all who know them, rank high in
the social world and have many warm friends
throughout the county. His word, among the peo

After an eight months’ residence in Detroit, Mich,

ple in Cuba Township where he is so well known, is

as good as his bond.

~§0Ml§ﬁ§~v
ACOB MILLER is one of the leading and in
ﬂuential farmers of Antioch Township, re
siding on section 35. As this sketch pro
ceeds we will see what a prominent part he
takes in public affairs and know that he is justly
termed one of the best citizens of the community.
He was born in the village of Nietersteinsel, forty

miles from Strausburg, Germany, October 19,
1828, being a son of Jacob and Christina (Quer
ing) Miller, both of whom were natives of the
same neighborhood, the former born November 4,
1805, and the latter March 23, 1799. They were
married October 14, 1827,and in 1831 sailed for

where they made their home for a year and a half.
we next ﬁnd them June 2. 1834, establishing a
home in Chicago, where they resided for a year
and a half. The same length of time was spent on
a farm in Cook County, and in 1837 they settled
on section 6, Warren Township, this county, where
they remained until July, 1843, when they took
up their residence on the old Miller homestead. It
was then a wild and uncultivated tract of land but
by the united efforts of father and sons only a
short time elapsed before the once wild prairie was
a fruitful ﬁeld. The death of Mr. Miller occurred
May 19, 1874, and his wife died December 19,
1888, at the age of eighty-nine years.
We now take up the personal history of our sub
ject, who at the age of ﬁfteen years came to Lake
County and aided in the development of the new
farm. In the winter season when there was not
much work to he done at home he attended school,
which was held in an old log building with a mud
and stick chimney, furnished with slab seats and a
huge ﬁreplace which occupied the greater part of
one end of the building. The year 1850 he spent
in California, going by way of the Isthmus of Pan
ama, and in his business operations on the Paciﬁc
Coast was quite successful. Prosperity has also
attended his efforts as a farmer and stock-raiser. He
owns two hundred and twenty-six acres of well
cultivated land, furnished with good buildings and
has made a specialty of the breeding of Percheron
horses for the past ten or twelve years. He was in
strumental in organizing the Milk Shippers Asso
ciation and was appointed one of the committee to

sell the stock of the company. He worked in its
interests along the Wisconsin Central Railroad
_from Burlington, \Vis., to Chicago, and thus furn
ished a combination of much importance, for
thereby the milk dealers of Chicago secure their
supplies. He is now one of the nineteen directors
of the company.
‘
On June 19, 1851, Mr. Miller and Miss llarriet

Sorter were united in marriage.

Unto them have

been been born four children, three of whom are

living—Jane, wife of Henry Wedge; George A.
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and Lewis. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are members of
the Centennial Methodist Church, with which
they have been connected ,for thirty years and are
liberal supporters of the work, doing all in their
power for the spread of the gospel. He is con
nected with the Masonic lodge at Millburn and
for twenty-ﬁve years has been a School Director.
He cast his ﬁrst vote for Franklin Pierce but since
1856, when he supported Fremont, has been a Re
publican, and by that party was elected Assessor
for four terms.

All the educational, social and

moral interests for the beneﬁt of the community
ﬁnd in him a friend and no more worthy citizen
has Antioch Township than Jacob Miller.

&%—§_
OIIN DIXON, whose death occurred June

)1 13, 1891, on section 9, Newport Town
ship, had been a resident of the county
@ for forty-seven years, dating his arri
val from 1844. He was one of the early settlers
who bore the hardships and trials of pioneer
life and laid the foundation for the county’s
present prosperity. He was born in the North of
England in October, 1810, and was ason of John D.

Dixon. who was also born and reared in the same
county. His father learned the weaver’s trade
which he followed during his residence in his nae
tive land. He married Margaret Spencer, and four
children were born unto them in England. In
1818 they sailed for America, reaching Phila
delphia in the month of July. One year was spent
by the family in that city and about seven years in
New Jersey, where Mr. Dixon, Sr., was employed
as a machinist. He died in Lockport, N. Y., in
1853, at the age of sixty-one years, having been
born in 1792,and his wife died in Wisconsin about

1882. He was reared under the auspices of the Epis
copal Church. He had served in the English army

gan; Robert is now deceased; Mrs. Susan Page is
living in Newport Township; Charles died in in
fancy; and Mary Jane is livingin New York.
We now take up the personal history of our sub
ject who was one of the well-known citizens of Lake
County. The ﬁrst eight years of his life were spent
in his native land and the remaining period of his
youth was passed in New Jersey and New York.
He learned the trade of a carpenter and machinist
and worked in a cotton mill in the Empire State
for twelve years. On attaining his majority he
began life on his own account with but little capi
tal save natural ability and an energetic and de
termined disphsition which have been the main
features in his success. As a helpmate on life's
journey he chose Miss Rebecca Allen. They were
married near Utica, N. Y., and in 1843 he came
West, purchasing land in Lake County from the
Government.

The following year he brought his

family to Illinois and they began life in earnest 0n
the frontier. Lake County was then a wild and
sparsely settled region, the homes of its people
being log cabins, situated in the midst of a few cul
tivated acres which had been cleared by the hard
toil of the occupant. The trading place at the
time was Kenosha and as may be imagined one did
not go to market more than a few times a year.
Changes have come in the years that have flown,
until it would almost seem that a magic hand has
worked the transformation, but it was the power of

the strong right arms of the early settlers that

placed the county in its present advanced posi
tion. Mr. Dixon ever bore his share in the work
of progress and development and was the owner

of an excellent farm of one hundred and twenty
acres, highly cultivated, upon which are all the
necessary buildings and many other improvements.
During the ﬁrst years he also worked at his trade
to a limited extent, and his home, barns and other

buildings stand as monuments of his own enterprise.
and would not take the oath against the Queen, so
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Dixon, numbers
nevcr became an American citizen. After their
the following children, all of whom except the two
arrival in this country the family was increased by
youngest were born in New York. Nancy is the
the birth of ﬁve children. William, the eldest, I wife of Edward Murray, of Waukegan; Charles
died in Wisconsin; John was the next younger;
lives in Rosecrans; John, who followed the sea for
Joseph is living in New York; Richard makes his ‘ sixteen years, visiting all parts of the known world,
home in Detroit, Mich.; Peter is located in Michi- 1 died in Nebraska; Mary is the wife of James Mur.
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rie, of Millburn; Allen operates the home farm;
and Eva is the wife of Alex Murrie, 0f Rosecrans.

ing for a livelihood. Ilis death occurred about
1879, and his wife died in 1840. leaving nine chil

Since the time when he became an American
citizen, Mr. Dixon was one of the strongest
Democrats and kept himself well-informed on p0~
litical affairs but never sought public office. He
was a faithful citizen in his' adopted land and
displayed his loyalty and allegiance by his service.
In 1837 he enlisted in the Second United States
Infantry and served three years in the Indian war
in Florida, eighteen months of which time was
spent in the Everglades of that peninsula. Once
during his service he was wounded, a bullet being
embedded in his left leg. Ile quietly pursued
the occupation of farming for aboutforty-six years
in this county.
‘
Allen Dixon who operates the home farm was
there born, August 19, 1846, and in the public
schools of the neighborhood was educated. He has
never been away from home for more than two
weeks at a time but has applied himself untiringly
to the management of his business interests. At the
age of twenty-eight, he was united in marriage with
Ellen Bennett, :1 daughter of Gilbert Bennett, and

dren, as follows: Mrs. Eliza Butler, who resides

unto them have been born live children—Lena,
Ray, Dora, Floy and Stella. Mr. Allen Dixon cast

his ﬁrst vote for Gen. Grant and has since sup
ported the Republican party. Socially he is a Ma
sou. By his fellow-townsmen he is regarded as an
enterprising and reliable farmer, practical in all
things, who by industry and honorable dealings is
acquiring a handsome competence.

____.;@§;9;._._.

near the old homestead; Mrs. Jane Slover, whose

home is in the Mowhawk Valley; Isaac, a farmer
of New York; thbe, who died in childhood;
Gilbert, of this sketch; Mrs. Emiline Snow, 9. wid
ow, residing with our subject; Aaron, who served

during the late war, and afterwards started on a
sea voyage, since which time no news has been re
ceived from him; Daniel, whose whereabouts are

unknown, and one child who died in infancy. Af
ter the death of the mother, having no one to care
for his children, and Mr. Bennett being in limited
circumstances, the family was scattered.
Our subject received the greater part of his
school training priorto the age of ten years. When
a mere lad he began the battle of life for himself
working upon a farm. Later he went to Oswego
County, where he served as canal driver, but being
cruelly treated by his employers he left them, and
with an old neighbor embarked on one of the lake
sailing vessels, which bore him on his way to Ke
nosha, Wis.

In December, 1836, he reached that

place. During the winter he attended school and
the following spring he began farm work, helping
to open up a new farm just OVer the line in Wis
consin. The Indians had not yet left for their
\Vestern reservation, deer were still plentiful and
wild game ofasmaller kind was to be had in profu
sion. While one had ample opportunity to indulge
a taste for hunting, he would also be forced, if he
would earn a living, to engage in some very ar
duous tasks. It is no easy matter to clear and
develop wild land, and many other hardships also

fell to the lot of the pioneer.
Q ILBERT BENNETT, a retired farmer of

[G Newport Township, resides on section 12.
\j The Empire State has furnished Lake
County many of her leading citizens, among whom
deserving of special mention is our subject. He
was born in the town of Scipio, Cayuga County,
March 6,1823.

His father, Daniel Bennett, was

probably born in the State of New York, and was
reared in the usual manner of farmer lads, although
little is known concerning his early history. About
1813 he married Nancy Evans and followed farm

Mr. Bennett contin

ued to work for others until 1849. In the mean
time he had saved his earnings which he now
invested in one hundred and sixty acres of land
in Sauk County, Wis. Previous to this time, he
had learned the printer’s trade which he followed
for four years in the town of Kenosha. 0n be
coming owner of a farm he gave his entire atten
tion to its cultivation until 1850. when attracted

by the gold discoveries in California, he made an
overland trip to the Paciﬁc Coast, leaving home on
the 17th of March and arriving at the mines on the
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4th of July. After a year spent in gold digging,
he returned by the way of the Isthmus of Panama,
visited for a short time at his old home in New
York, and then continued his way to his western

Township; Clarissa A., (or Belle) is the wife of
William Murray, a farmer of Newport Township;
Laura Isadore, is the wife of John Grifﬁn, who re

sides in Kenosha County, just across the line in

home. He had cleared $1,500, which he divided

Wisconsin; Lewis G., operates the home

wit-h the man who had furnished him with the ont
ﬁt for the trip. Prior to this time he taught school,
and on his return resumed that occupation.

l'lysses Grant, married Jessie Murray, and is liv

On the 31st of December, 1851, Mr. Bennett

farm;

ing on the old farm; Arvin Burr, married Tillie
Brooks, and carries on farming in Benton Town
ship; John B., wedded Ethel M. Crow, and is en

wedded Mary Nichols, a native of Oswego Coun
ty, N. Y., and settled on a partially improved farm
which he had traded for, near \Vaukegan, making

gaged in agricultural pursuits in Newport; Jay 13.,
is an operator on the Chicago, Milwaukee dz St.

it his home for seVen years, when he came to his

Bennett family in this county numbers our subject
and his wife, eight children and fourteen grand
children.

present farm on section 12, Newport Township.
The timbered tract has long since been transformed
into rich and fertile fields, and now the greater
part of one hundred acres is yielding him a golden
return for the labor he has bestowed upon it. His
residence is both comfortable and commodious, is

supplied with many of the luxuries of life and is
the abode of that old-time hospitality which made
visiting one of the chiefest pleasures in the life of
man. Both Mr. and Mrs. Bennett are members of
the North Prairie Methodist Church, with which
they have been connected for thirty-ﬁve years.
Mr. Bennett is now serving as Trustee. and has
done his part in carrying on the work. He has
also served as Treasurer of the school fund for six
or seven years, was Assessor three years, and ﬁlled
the ofﬁce of Clerk. in 1844 he proudly cast his
first vote, supporting Henry Clay, and was identi
ﬁed with the Whig party until John C. Fremont
was placed before the people as the first Presiden
tial candidate of the Republican party, when he
trasferred his allegiance to the new political organ
ization. He has often attended the county conven
tions. Socially he was a member of the Union
League. From early life he has been pronounced
in his advocacy of the temperance movement, and
his opposition to the liquor traiiic. Every enter
prise for the advancement of educational, moral
and religious interests ﬁnds in him a warm friend,
who gives not only his sympathy, but more sub
stantial aid to the cause.
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett have eight living children,
all being born in this county. Mary F., is now the
wife of Allen Dixon, a resident farmer of Newport

Paul Railroad at Ronndout, Lake County.

The

...

RANK 1’. HAWKINS, who is engaged in
i ,_ L“, the real-estate business at No. 90 La Salle
j: N Street, Chicago, makes his home in High

x
land Park. He was one of the original proprietors
of the town, and general manager in laying out
and building up the city. The territory now em
braced‘within the corporate limits of Highland
Park was ﬁrst purchased by the Port Clinton Land
Company about 1853, and contained twelve hun
dred acres. A portion of the ground to the North
ward was platted and the station, which was soon

after established, was called Highland Park, but no
permanent improvements were made beyond the
building of two or three houses. Subsequently the
property was purchased by \V. S. Gurney, and in
1867 it was bought by ten Chicago business men,
of whom Mr. Hawkins was one and an equal share
holder. He was chosen to superintend the laying
out and improving the town, which he began .that
year, moving his family to this place the following
year, 1868. He still occupies the same house which

be erected at that time. A new plat of the place
was then made under his direction by Messrs.
Cleveland & French, expert civil engineers, with
the view of making Highland Park an elegant
suburban residence town for people of means and
taste. The arrangement of streets and subdivi
sions was such as to make available the grand na
tural advantages and beauty of the site. and to
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attract the favorable attention of those seeking
situations for tasty, commodious and healthful
houses. A. number of ﬁne residences and some
business blocks were erected, when the ﬁnancial
troubles of 1873, checked its progress. For ten
years following, the improvement and growth of
the city was not great, but since about 1883 its de
velopment has been rapid; elegant private resi
dences have been built, and substantial business
blocks erected until it now has a population of
about twenty-ﬁve hundred people, and is the larg‘
est and most important town between Evanston and
\Vaukegan, and one of the handsomest and most
popular of the many beautiful suburban towns of
Chicago.
.
Mr. Hawkins has been a leading spirit in its de
velopment from the start. He has personally su
pervised the erection of many of its most important
buildings, and is still a large property owner of
this model town. The citizens of Highland Park
procured their city charter at an early day, when
they could secure special privileges, among which
was the virtual exclusion of saloons with all the
accompanying annoyances that disgust respectable
and well-meaning citizens. The town boasts of
good schools, commodious and tasty churches, and

a military academy, and has for a near neighbor
the military post of Ft. Sheridan, which is situated
partly within the corporation limits of the town, to
the Northwest. Mr. Hawkins is entitled to the
credit of securing the location of the fort at this
place, as he is conceded to have been the ﬁrst and
most inﬂuential mover in the matter.
Mr. Hawkins is a native of Massachusetts, and
was born in Springﬁeld, January 12, 1840. His
parents. Alphcus and Celia A. Hawkins, were also
natives of New England. llis father was born in
Johnston, R. I., and his mother in Scituate. Mass.
Frank P., our subject, was educated in the city

schools of his native city, and when nineteen years
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of May, I864, to Miss Maria S. Everts, the second

daughter of the Rev. Dr. W. W. l‘lvcrts, an eminent
divine of the Baptist Church, and a resident of
Chicago. Mrs. Hawkins was born in New York
City, in 1843. Four children have been born of
their union, three daughters and a son, Celia Belle,
Elizabeth, Richard W. and Frances R. The eldest
was born in Chicago, and the younger members at

the present home of the family at Highland Park.
Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins have made their home where
they new reside for about twenty-three years, but
his business headquarters have been in Chicago.
Politically he is an earnest Republican in senti
ment and practice. 110 cast his first vote for Abra
ham Lincoln in 1860, and has voted for every lic
publican candidate for the Presidency since. He
was the ﬁrst Mayor of Highland Park. Mr. Hawk
ins was one of the originators and promoters of the
Sheridan Road, and is now one of the Executive
Committee of the “Sheridan Road Association,”

and has had constructed under his management be
tween four and live miles of the road, which, when

completed will prove one of the most extended
and beautiful drives in the country. He repre
sents the largest property interests at Highland
Park.
.Hm-m

’\

WILLIAM FRAZIER, deceased, well de
serves representation in this volume. for
\f/ from the time of his arrival in Lake Coun
ty, in 1813, until the day of his death, April 2,
1889, he took a prominent part in the public af

fairs of the county, especially aiding in its upbuild
ing and development during the early days. The
history of his life is as follows: He was born in
Watertown, N. Y., January 29, 1827, and is a son
of Theodore and Clara (Lock) Frazier. His fath
er was born in Jefferson County, N. Y., and in

of age came to Illinois, locating in Chicago, where

1843, with his family, came West.

he was employed in the ofﬁce of his brother. Later,
in 1866, he established a depot for machinery for
iron and wood work. In 1869 he sold out to C01.

hundred and sixty acres of land on section 24, An
tioch Township, and continued farming for many
years. In politics he was a Republican, and in re
ligious belief a Methodist. He died at the home
of his daughter in Warren Township, on the 30th
of January, 1884. His wife survived him six years

W. A. James, who has since developed it into one

of the important industries of that city.
Mr. llawkins was married in Chicago, on the 10th

He entered one
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and then passed away on December 24, 1890.
Their family once numbered eleven children, of
whom four are now living—Gilbert, who resides at
Gagc’s Lake; Elizabeth, living in Nebraska; Lydia,
whose home is in Somers, Wis., and Sarah, a resi

dent of Kenosha.
The early life of our subject was spent in the usual
manner of farmer lads. He was sixteen years of age
when he came with his parents to Illinois, and un
der the parental roof he remained until after attain
ing his majority, when he began life for himself. A
steady, industrious young man he labored on until
he had acquired enough to purchase a home, when
be invested his earnings in a forty-acre tract of
land on section 11, Antioch Township, to which
he added until he had one hundred and eight acres.
This was in 1850. Every improvement upon the
place stands as a monument to his thrift and indus
try, for it was all in its primitive condition when
he became its owner. A comfortable residence and
good barn may be mentioned among the buildings,
the land was divided into ﬁelds of convenient size
and seemingly it lacks nothing necessary to a mod
el farm of the nineteenth century.
On the 17th of November, 1851, occurred a
most important event in the life of Mr. Frazier, his
marriage with Miss Lucy Ames, who was born in
Pennsylvania, May 22, 1828, and is a daughter of
Chester C. and Susanna D. (Pitts) Ames, early set
tlers of Antioch Township. For a mdre extended
mention of this worthy couple, see the sketch of
Mr. Ames on another page of this work. To our
subject and his wife were born ﬁve children—Sn:
sanna, born N0vember 2, 1852, is the wife of James

\Vebb, of Antioch Township; Clarissa, born April
30, 1853, married John Crawford; Mrs. Jennie
Taylor, born November 6, 1855, is a resident of
Portland,Ore.; Theodore, born August 23, 1859,

married Miss Paddock and resides at Grass Lake,
and Thomas, born June 3, 1866, is operating the

home farm. The children were all born and reared
on the old homestead, were educated in the public
schools and have become useful members of society
and an honor to their mother.
As before stated,Mr. Frazier did all in his power to
advance the best interests of this community. He
and his father helped secure the timbers for the ﬁrst

warehouse in Chicago. He aided in transforming the
wild lands of Antioch Township into fertile farms,

and was never loath to give his support to any cn
terprise calculated to advance the general welfare.
In politics he was a Republican of the strictest type,
and in belief he was a moralist. He lived an irre
proachable life, was upright and honorable in all
his dealings and at his death was sincerely mourned
by many friends. Ilis widow still resides on the
old home farm, and like her husband is held in high
esteem by those who know her.

:»>><-<-~ 1+}
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(>7 LEXANDER TRO'I‘TER, who is engaged
i in general farming on section 25, Antioch
1) Township, has for ﬁfty-two years been a
\'

resident of Lake County.

He has seen its

wonderful growth and development, has watched
with interest the progress it has made and has aid
ed in its npbuilding and transformation. One by
one the pioneers have passed away until few are
left to relate the history of Lake County in its
pioneer days. The sketch of Mr. Trotter furnishes
us with many facts of interest concerning that time.
He is a native of Scotland, having been born in
Berwickshire, July 3, 1832. His father, George
Trotter, was born in June, 1800.

On the 4th of

June, 1826, he married Jane Purves, who was born

July 18, 1800, and their union was blessed by three
children ere they left Scotland. In 1833 they sailed
for America and after a long and tedious voyage
of eight weeks reached their destination. Three
years were spent in New York City and during a
similar length of time Mr. Trotter had charge of
of a farm on Long Island. He then determined to
try his fortune in the West and traveling by
way of the Erie Canal and Great Lakes, reached
Kenosha, Wis. in 1839.

He then traveled across

the country to Lake County, and located land in
Newport Township. It was unsurveyed and had
not been cleared of the brush and was entirely des
titute of improvement. He and his family began
in a little log cabin in true pioneer style. When
the land was surveyed he obtained an eighty-acre
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tract lying partly in Newport. and partly in Anti
after its interests. He has devoted himself assidu
och Townships, and in return for the care and cul
ously to his business and left home on no account
tivation he bestowed upon it it yielded him a live
for a journey of as much as one hundred miles un
lihood. Many hardships and privations were borne
til seven years ago when he paid a visit to Iowa.
in those early days. The ﬁrst barrel of ﬂour which .
A marriage ceremony preformed June 7, 1855,
the family had cost $10 and another $10 to trans
united the destinities of Alex Trotter and Oliveia
port it from Chicago to their home and for three
L. Ames who is also a representative of the early
days they had nothing but bran in the house. There
families of the county. They became parents of a
was a mill in Burlington, Wis. but no road had
numerous family, including George, now deceased;
been cut through. Ox-teams were used for farm
William, a resident of Hamilton County, Iowa;
Work and for the necessary journeys to and from
Frank, deceased ;Helen S. at home;Fred in Chicago;
market. The farming implements were very crude
Albert M. of Iowa; Richard G., Mary L., John P.,
in comparison with the improved ones of today and
and Lucy D., all of whom are still under the pa
the work was much harder owing to the land being
rental roof. Frank was drowned by attempting to
new. We have mentioned some of the hardships
cross a stream on a log and George lost his life in
yet this life was not without its pleasures. There
trying to save his brother.
were merry-makings in which the whole neighbor
Mr. and Mrs. Trotter are members of the Disci
hood took part, the pioneer homes were proverbial
ples Church and in politics he has been a Republican
for their hospitality and one could amply indulge
since the time he cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
a love of hunting as wild game was very plentiful.
John C. Fremont. From early life he has been a
Mr. Trotter continued to reside upon the farm
strong temperance man and does all in his power
which he entered until his death on the 8th of May,
for the advancement of that cause. His business is
1862. During his last years he was blind. His
that of general farming and dairying and he is the
wife died December 21, 1876, at the age of seven
owner of the eighty-acre tract of land upon which his
ty-six years. Both were reared under the auspices
father settled more than half a century ago. We
of the Presbyterian Church but after coming to this
ﬁnd Mr. Trotter a person who is not only self-made
ﬁnancially but is also self-educated. By careful and
county became active and faithful members of
the Congregational Church. The members of the
thorough reading of standard works in his leisure
family were: Isabella who died of cholera in New
hours he has become well informed, and can now
York; lIelen, wife of John Strang whose sketch ap
converse intelligently and in an interesting manner
pears elsewhere in this work; Alex of this sketch;
upon all subjects of general interest notwithstand
Joanna, who was born in New York City, became
ing his training in text books was limited.
the wife of William Hughes, deceased, and now re
sides in Missouri; Emily M. is the wife of William
Judson of Evanston, Ill.; and Elizabeth J., married

“WM

William Robertson, moved to Iowa and died leav

ing three children, George A., Grace J. and Helen
E.
Alex Trotter was but a year old when brought
by his parents to America, and when a lad of seven
summers came to this county. His educational ad
vantages were limited to those afforded by the dis
trict schools of the neighborhood. When blindness
came upon his father, the management and care of
the farm devolved upon him, he being the only son,
and with a gravity, thoughtfulness and business
ability seldom seen in one so young, he looked

DWIN DYER, now residing at Highland
E Park, is a native of Boston, Mass. He was

Lj/ born May '25, 1818, and is a son of Ebene
zer and Patty ((‘aswell) Dyer. His father was born
in Malden, Mass, and the mother in Boston.

On

both sides his family dates its settlement in New
England back several generations. His father and
grandfather Dyer were mechanics and were mem
bers of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics’
Association, to which society the subject of this
sketch also belongs.
Mr. Dyer’s father was a
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builder and served a seven-years’ apprenticeship to
the trade in Boston. 110 became an expert me
chanic and on completing his apprenticeship took
his ﬁrst contract at his master's hands, which he

completed with marked success and substantial
proﬁt. He became a leader in the line ofhis busi
ness and erected many prominent buildings in Bos
ton. lIis death occurred when eighty years of
age; his wife, the mother of our subject, died in

early life, when her son was eighteen years old.
Edwin Dyer was reared in Boston and enjoyed
the educational advantages of a few terms in the
public schools. When fourteen years old he set
out to make his own way in the world, beginning a
term of service with the ﬁrm of Killem & Mears.
merchant tailors on State Street, at the muniﬁcent
salary of $1.50 per week. His duties and respon
sibilities were altogether out of proportion to the
compensation awarded him. He was required to
travel many miles a day, carrying parcels. and was
often kept out supperless long after bed time. while
he was entrusted with collections that amounted to
thousands of dollars weekly. Promotion or increase
of salary did not reward a faithful discharge of
duty, and after the death of his mother he decided
to make a change. Entering the shops of the Mall
eable lron \Vorks of Heston he found employment
in the pattern-making department where he laid the
foundation of his trade of pattern-maker. Later
on he worked on the island at East Boston in the
pattern shops of an uncle, where he learned to be
an expert mechanic.
Our subject continued in that place until 1837,
when through the ﬁnancial troubles of that year
the works were closed. About that time he lost
by ﬁre his accumulated earnings, amounting to
about $200 and a good outﬁt of clothes, in fact all
he had in the world except the clothes on his back.
He then went to New Haven, Conn., in company
with a fricnd,a vcssel-riggcr by trade. The united
capital ofthe two was $6, of which the friend was

the possessor of

Mr. Dyer found work in the

pattern shop of a foundry and secured a job for his
friend as foreman of the foundry,the friend acting

ing of the works.

Mr. Dyer then went to Boston

where he joined an uncle,a sailing-master. with

whom be shipped before the mast for a voyage to
the West Indies. ()n approaching their destina
tion they were chased by pirates for three days
but reached Trinidad, Cuba, without being over

hauled.
On Mr. Dyer’s return to Boston he went to
Farmington, Me., where he joined his uncles, John
and Joseph Dyer. llis father soon afterward lo
cated at that place and father and son w0rkcd to
gether—contracting and building. From Farm
ington Mr. Dyer went to Portland, Me., and was
in that city during the great ﬁre. Thence he re
turned to Massachusetts and took charge of a foun
dry at Chelsea, near Boston. After a term of years

in that place he went to East Boston where he hired
a shop and opened a foundry in company with
James Gurney, with whom he was associated in
business many years. They built up a prosperous
trade and after a time had a large building erected
for their use, where they established what was

known as the Central Iron Foundry. They carried
on their business with the most perfect harmony
and in 1871 dissolved partnership by mutual con
Mr. Dyer then came to Chicago and started
sent.
the Chicago Foundry Company, in which he is still
a stockholder and of which his son-in-law, \V. \V.

Flinn, is the present President and Treasurer. He
has retired from an active connection with the
business and makes his home in Highland Park.
Mr. Dyer was married in Chelsea, Mass, to Miss

Mary Walker, a daughter of Charles E. “Walker
and a native of Stoneham, Mass.

They have two

children living and have lost three. Edwin Lathan,
the eldest, died at the age of twenty-three years;
George married and is engaged in the stock busi
ness in Springer, N. l\I.; M. Lizzie is the wife of
W. W. Flinn, of Ilighland Park; James W. died at
the age of twenty-three years, and Carrie, the
youngest of the family, died at the age of sixteen
years. Mrs. Dyer is a member of the Presbyterian
Church of Highland Park.
In political sentiment Mr. Dyer was a Whig in
early life, having voted for Gen. William Henry

under his directions succeeded in discharging the
duties of his position, and all went well enough
Harrison for President and also for his grandson,
until the ﬁnancial troubles of 1837 caused the clos- | Benjamin Harrison, the present chief executive of
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the nation. Since the organization of the Repub
lican party he has been an earnest and devoted ad
herent of its principles but has never sought or
desired public ofﬁce, preferring to giVe his time and
attention to legitimate business pursuits.
Mr.
Dyer is an expert mechanic and amuses himself in
his retirement from business by the frequent use
of the plane and saw in his little shop in the rear of
his elegant residence, where he takes much pleasure
in the construction of little articles of taste and
utility for the use of his family and friends. His life
has been one of business activity and usefulness and
his record has been such as to command the reSpect
and esteem of all with he has been brought in con
tact.

»-+——->;s<~-_ +~~
CC RVIN RICE NICHOLS, who resides on
section 1, Newport Township, is engaged
as a grain dealer in Russell. He is next
to the oldest settler of Lake County now
living, ﬁfty-ﬁve years having passed since he lo
cated within its borders. He has watched the
growth and progress of the county, has aided in its
development, has seen its wild lands transformed
into fertile ﬁelds, its log cabins replaced by com
modious and substantial residences, villages spring
up and countless manufaetories introduced until
the transformation which the years and the enter
prise of its settlers have wrought has placed Lake
County in the front rank among the counties of
the State.
The life record of one of its pioneers we now
give. He was born in the town of Hannibal, Os
wego County, N. Y., June 3, 1830, and belongs to
one of the early New England families.
His
grandfather, Enos Nichols, was probably a native
of Massachusetts, removed thence to New York

and subsequently came to Lake County, lll.,
where he died at the age of seventy-ﬁve years.
John Rockwell Nichols, father of our subject, was

born in Clinton County, N. Y., where he grew to
manhood. When of age he purchased a claim in
Oswego County, 1'. Y., then a. wild region. Ile
received a common' school education and learned
the trade of a blacksmith. About 1825 he mar
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ried Clarissa Cutler, a native of Vermont, and

began the development of a farm in the forests of
New York where four children were born unto
them. In the winter of 1835-36 Mr. Nichols made
the journey from New York to Illinois on foot
with a pack upon his back, and the following
spring welcomed his family who had come by way
of the lakes, to their wild Western home. The
grandfather had previous to that time come to
Lake County and located land in Benton and New
port Townships. Thus we see that the Nichols
family was one of the very ﬁrst in the county.
Land was not yet surveyed, the Indians still visited
the neighborhood and deer were seen roaming over
the prairie. John R. Nichols built a cabin of one
room in the township of Benton,the doors of which
were made from the boxes in which his blacksmith
outﬁt was packed and most of the furniture was
also of his own construction. He was one of the
earliest blacksmiths of the county and people came
from far and wide to give him their patronage. He
also carried on farming fer many years but at
length laid aside all business and went to live with
his son Arvin, at whose home he died March 29,

1885, at the age of eighty-five years. He was a
quiet, unpretending man who found his best plea
sure in the home circle and in the performance of

his Christian duty. He was a consistent member
of the Baptist Church and a Whig. Freesoiler and
Republican in politics. His wife died in August,
1884, at the age of eighty-nine years.
Our subject was only six years old when he came
to Lake County, the family reaching the claim on
his birthday, June 3, 1836. In the old log cabin
in Benton Township his boyhood days were passed,
or in roaming over the prairies, until he became
old enough to aid in the farm work. His educa
tional advantages were necessarily limited. He
ﬁrst attended the subscription school, taught by
Elder Jason Lothrop in his own home, many of

the scholars going between three and four miles.
At last the district built a log schoolhouse and
there our subject obtained a good knowledge of
the common branches. Because of the sickness
and death of his elder brother, the management of
the farm fell to him and he was thus early inured
to hard work. On the 1st of January, 1852, he
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married Laura A. Snow and removed to a farm for

merly his grandfather’s in the township of New
port, which he operated for ten years, clearing and .
breaking it, planting crops and developing a good
farm, now his home. He now owns and cultivates
one hundred and seventy-six acres of valuable land.
In 1888 he bought his present business and has
now a ﬂourishing trade as a dealer in grain, feed,
tile, etc., at Russell.
Mrs. Nichols was born at Cape Vincent, N. Y.,
where she resided until sixteen years of age, when
she came to this county. Unto them have been
born two children, daughters: Clarissa, who is now

the wife of Frank Forman, a resident farmer of
Benton Township, and Lydia Rosell, wife of Eu
gene Reeves, a farmer and well-known citizen of
Newport Township. The eldest daughter com
pleted her education in the schools of Kenosha.

Mr.Nichols and his wife are members of the Meth
odist Church and are’liberal supporters of the
work.
Charitable and benevolent, he supports
every enterprise calculated to beneﬁt the public,
and in the long years of his residence here, has
done nota little for the upbuilding of the county.

[,

ARRISON JONES, who is engaged in gen

(w eral farming on section 12, Antioch Town

/ ship, is a representative of one of the pio
neer families of the county.

He has the

honor of being a native born citizen of Illinois,
his birth having occurred in Kendall County,
August 19, 1836. His father, Clark Jones, a na
tive of New York, married Miss Charlotte Warner
and with his family emigrated Westward to this
State, settling in Kendall County in 1836. Where
now stands the city of Chicago appeared signs on
which was the inscription, “no bottom here.” The
Indians were still numerous in the neighborhood,
few white settlers had located in the community
and there were no improvements on his land.
When he went to purchase his claim of the Gov
ernment he found someone had gotten ahead of
him and bought it, so he came to Lake County and

entered land on sections 27 and 28, Antioch Town
ship. That farm continued to be his home until
his death. Ilis wife is still living and makes her
home with her son .1. R., whose sketch appears
elsewhere in this work. In the family were ﬁve
sons and four daughters.
Our subject is the third in order of birth. He
was reared to manhood amid the wild scenes of the
frontier and acquired his education in a log school
house. The teacher was in keeping with the build
ing, so We see that his advantages in this direction
were very limited. He began work upon the farm
at an early we and continued at home until the
6th of August, 1862, when prompted by patriotic
impulses he responded to his country’s call for
troops and enlisted in Company D, Ninety-sixth Illi
nois Infantry. He then went to Rockford where the
regiment was organized and with his command was
sent to Covington, Ky. Later we ﬁnd him in Lexing
ton, then in I)anville, and subsequently in Nash
ville. The ﬁrst hard fought battle in which the reg
iment participated was at Chickamauga, but during
that time Mr. Jones was confined in the hospital.
In 1863 he was transferred to Company F, Vet
cran Reserve Corps and spent the remainder of his
time guarding prisoners at Camp Douglas. He
was discharged July 6, 1865, after three years’
service.
On the close of the war Mr. Jones returned to
the farm and for a time worked out until he had
acquired the means sufﬁcient to purchase a part of
the old home place on which he lived until 1880.
He bought his present farm in 1887—9. well-devel
oped and cultivated tract of one hundred twenty
one acres, furnished with good buildings and many'
improvements of both a useful and ornamental
character. Whatever success he has met with in
life is due to his own efforts, for with nothing to
depend upon but his strong right arm he has stead
ily worked his way upward, becoming one of the
substantial farmers of the community. He is a
good citizen, true to all his duties and one who
has taken a commendable interest in the upbuilding
and progress of the county, which has so long been
his home. He is a stanch supporter of Republican
principles, having identiﬁed himself with that party
since casting his ﬁrst vote for Abraham Lincoln.
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On the 3d of October, 1888, in Antioch Town
ship, Mr. Jones was united in marriage with Mrs.
Melissa Demeree, a native of Chagrin Falls, Ohio,

born June 14, 1836, and a daughter of Uriah and
Comfort Hoyt. Her ﬁrst marriage was celebrated
in the Buckeye State, where she resided until three
years ago when she came to this county. She is a
member of the Methodist Church,afaithful worker

for the cause and a most estimable woman whose
many excelleucies of character have won her many
friends.

HARLES HERBERT BARTLETT, who re
sides on section 36, Fremont Township, has

resided longer in this county than any other
of its pioneers, his residence covering a period of
ﬁfty-seven consecutive years. This fact, if no
other, would entitle him to a prominent place in
the history of his adopted county. He was born
in Warner, Hillsboro County, N. H., December 7.

1804, and was the eighth in a family of ten chil
dren, six sons and four daughters of whom only
. two are now living. Five of the number however
reached the advanced age of eighty years, and in
1820, there was a family reunion, when all of the
children were gathered together at the old home
stead. The father, Joseph Bartlett, was a native

a native of New Hampshire, and their family num
bered the following: Sarah H., now deceased;
Levi, who was a tanner by trade, but became a

famous scholar and writer, and compiled a full
genealogical table of the family, died at the age
of ninety-three years; William 1)., who died at the
age of eighty was a paper manufacturer; Laura
was about eighty years of age at her death; Jona
than Smith, a seaman died at the age of ﬁfty years;
Rhoda died in 1836; Joseph died at the age of
eighteen; our subject is the next younger; Susan
died at the age of forty one; and Richard James
resides in Libertyville. He married Sophia Hough
ton, a native of Vermont, now deceased.

He is a

stonemason by trade, and was engaged for many
years in the erection of public buildings in Boston.
The subject of this sketch, although eighty-six
years of age, is still well preserved for one of his
years, and his remembrance of pioneer days in this
county is wonderful. Ile relates many reminis
cences of early life in this county. His boyhood
days were spent on the farm, among the hills of
New Hampshire, and on leaving home, at the age
of twenty-one, he began work at the stonemason’s
trade in Nassau. He afterwards engaged in tan
ning leather, and followed various occupations for
several years until he started for the West, travel
ing by stage to Albany, N. Y., by rail to Schenec

of Massachusetts, and could trace his ancestry

tady, by the Erie Canal to Buffalo, and thence by

back to the days when a member of the family
accompanied William the Conqueror to England,
and became the original ancestor of the family in
that country. His name was Adam Bartlett, and
he took up his residence in Ferring, Sussex County.
He was an English Squire, and was buried in Stop
ham, in 1100. Upon the coat of arms of the fam
ily was a swan and a castle. The original spelling
of the name was Barttelot, but later generations
have adopted the present mode.
The father of our subject was one of the Revo
lutionary heroes, and served as a guard to the
Hessian prisoners. His brother, Richard, served
throughout the entire war, and took part in the
famous battle of Concord. Joseph Bartlett served
for thirty-six years as Justice of the Peace, and
became a prominent citizen of the community in

steamer to Detroit, and on across the country to St.
Joseph, by stage across the lower peninsula of
Michigan. On the 13th of September, 1834,six of
the company started on foot for Chicago, but ﬁnally
came by stage, where they arrived on the lst of
October. Mr. Bartlett obtained a position at sur
veying north of the Chicago River, where was a
dense growth of timber. He and his friends did
not want any of the low, marshy land around there,
and went further on a prospecting tour. So wild
was the country at that time that the Indians were
still numerous around Chicago, where at one time

ten thousand were paid off. Mr. Bartlett was sent
down to the vicinity of Kankakee to enter ﬁfteen
eighty-acre tracts of land, for which he paid $1,500.
It was also in those days that the postage on a
letter was twenty-ﬁve cents. The ﬁrst church
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organized in the county was established in 1837, the
old settlers coming from all directions to be pres
ent. Mr. Bartlett has kept a diary of each day’s
proceedings and the condition of the weather since
May 29, 1829, and we quote from this journal

some points of interest. “The U. 5. mail passed
down from Milwaukee Sunday, May 29, 1836; had
a post-office meeting at C. H. Bartlett’s in the eve
ning. The ﬁrst store at Libertyville was opened
in June, 1836, by Hiram Kennicott. First election
in the county was August 1,1836, at H. Kenni
cott's. In 1837 the commissioners came to locate
the county seat of McHenry County, May 23.
Election of county ofﬁcers of McHenry County
on the ﬁrst of June. On the 5th of August, 1839,
the ﬁrst election of Lake County was held, and the
county was organized August 17.”
At the age of twenty-six, Mr. Bartlett was mar
ried on the 17th of May, 1831, to Miss Sallie Pear
son, who was born in New Hampshire, in 1809.
They have become parents of ﬁve children—Helen
Y., wife of George C. Whipple, now a real-estate
dealer and successful business man of Palatine,
111.; Hiram Pearson, a farmer residing in Fremont

Township, who has always been a stanch Republi
can in politics; George H., who is married and is

to beneﬁt the community has failed to receive his
support. He has aided in building all of the
churches erected in this vicinity, and no man has
done more for the interests of the community than
Mr. Bartlett. He was one of the honored guests
of the old settlers of Chicago, and was the recip
ient of a pressing invitation to attend the Thir
teenth Annual Reception of the Calumet Club.
In his business career he has prospered. After
coming here and locating his claim. he went to
Michigan and erected a tannery, which he carried
on for three years, returning in June, 1846. Dur
ing all that time, however, his farm was being im
proved. Whatever he undertook he always carried
forward to a successful completion, and in his old
age he has a competence which surrounds him with
all the comforts of life. He is now living upon
his ﬁne farm of two hundred acres, situated by the
side of Diamond Lake, a lovely sheet of water.
The hospitable and pleasant manner which charac
terized him in earlier years still makes his home a
favorite resort to his many friends. He is held in
the highest regard by all who know him. and few
men in this community have a wider acquaintance
than C. H. Bartlett, Lake County’s most honored
pioneer.

employed as a book-keeper in Evanston; Charles
T., a contractor and builder of Evanston: Laura,
wife of James E. Kane, who resides in Fremont
Township, and is interested in mining in Colorado.

In his political afﬁliations Mr. Bartlett was a Whig
and voted for John Quincy Adams, Clay and Web
ster. He also supported Franklin Pierce, whom he
had knowa in boyhood, the Pierce farm adjoining
the Bartlett homestead. Since the inception of the
Republican party he has been one of its stalwart
supporters, and frequently he has been called upon
to serve in public positions, the duties of which he
ever faithfully discharged. He was one of the
County Commissioners of McHenry County at its
organization, also of Lake County, and has held all

the township and school ofﬁces, which fact shows
that his neighbors esteem him highly and justly

‘ ACOB BUCK. who for many years was a well
known butcher of Waukegan, was born in
the Kingdom of Wurtemburg, Germany, in
© 1829, and was the eldest in a family of
thirteen children, nine sons and four daughters, of
whom all are now living except the subject of this
sketch.
Mr. Buck learned the butcher’s trade in his
native country as did also several of his brothers.
In 1854, he emigrated to America, coming directly

to Waukegan where he opened a meat market. He
was married in this city on the 16th of October,
1856, to Miss Eliza Theilmann, a daughter of John

regard'him asa man worthy of their conﬁdence

and Magdalene Theilmann.

and honor.

in the Duchy of Nassau, Germany, 1838, and came

He has been

instrumental in

the

Mrs. Buck was born

organization of the school districts, the laying out

to America with her parents in 1852.

nf the roads, and, in fact, no enterprise calculated

tled in the town of Shields, Lake County, where

They set
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her father was engaged in farming. Both are now
deceased. Mr. Buck’s parents remained in Ger
many where the father still lives at the old home
at the age of eighty-nine years. His wife has pas
sed away.
Nine children were born unto Jacob Buck and
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which time he attended the district schools of the
neighborhood for three months in the winter sea
son and two months in the summer.

He possesses

Waukegan; William J., born October 23, 1863,
married Miss Jennie O’Neill, and is represented
elsewhere in this work; George, born August 15,

a love of study, and by careful reading has made
himselfa well-informed man. He entered upon
his business career at the age of eighteen, and on
attaining his majority began farming for himself.
In 1850, accompanied by his brothers, Peter and
George, he went to California by the Isthmus of
Panama, and engaged in gold mining, in which he
was quite successful. After twoyears he returned
to Illinois, and with the means thus acquired pur
chased his present farm on section 31, Newport

his wife, of whom seven, four sons and three daugh
ters, are living—Eliza, who was born in 1858, is

the wife of Tony Rose, of Waukegan; Matilda,
born in 1862, is the wife of George Mawman of

1865, married Miss Mintie Wolford and is the

Township.

junior partner of the firm of Buck Bros, proprie
tors of the leading meat market of Waukegan.
They have one child, a daughter, Bernice.
George is a member of the Independent Order of
Foresters. Lula, the next younger, was born in

Mr. Strang further completed his arrangements
for a home by his marriage with Helen Trotter,
which was celebrated in Millburn in January, 1853.
Mrs. Strang is the daughter of George and Jane
(Purves) Trotter, who are mentioned more fully

1869; Frederick. born in 1873, and Charles, born

in the sketch of Alex. Trotter, to be found else

in 1875, completes the family. The others died
in infancy or childhood.
Mr. Buck continued in business almost up to

where in this volume. Both were natives of Scot
land and came to America in 1833. After spend
ing three years in New York and three years on
Long Island, they emigrated westward in 1839,

the time of his death, which Occurred January 23,

1876, at the age of forty-six years. His wife sur
vives him and is stilla resident of Waukegan. She
is a member of the German Lutheran Reformed
Church, as was also her husband. Mr. Buck was a
Democrat in politics but never sought public ofﬁce.

He was a practical business man and a master of
his trade. llis course in life was distinguished by
fair dealing and correct business methods and he
enjoyed the respect and esteem of all who knew
him.

FOllN STRANG, who resides on section 31_
Newport Township, is not only a represen
tative of one of the honored pioneer fami
.\
lies of the county, but upon his own merits
has (won the title of a leading and inﬂuential citi
zen of the community in which he makes his home.
He was born in Scotland on the 21st of July, 1828,
and at the age of seven years was brought by his
parents to America. The succeeding four years
of his life were spent on a farm in Canada, during

locating in Lake County, north of the village of

Millburn, the naming of which Mr. Trotter had
the honor. His death occurred in May 1862, and
his wife died December 21, 1876. One son of the
family is still living, Alex. Trotter, who resides on
the old homestead.

Mrs. Strang was the eldest of

the children, and came to this county with her
parents during its early days, when the Indians
were still to be seen in the neighborhood. Our
subject and his wife have no children of their own,
but have an adopted daughter, Jessie.
This worthy couple began their domestic life in
a little log cabin upon the farm where they still
reside, which constituted almost the entire im
provements upon the place. A richly culti
vated tract of two hundred and thirteen acres
now yields to them a golden tribute. A nice
brick residence has long since replaced the cabin
home and beautiful trees throw their shade
across the lawn in front. An orchard yields
its fruit in season and the products of the farm
amply supply all the wants of the owner. When
he began life here, Mr. Strang had nothing. He

418

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

owed for his place but in ﬁve years had cleared
it of debt; and overcoming all obstacles and
disadvantages in his path, has worked his way up
to a position of aﬂluencc.
Unlike many others with increasing means the
liberality of Mr. Strang has also increased. All
educational and religious interests ﬁnd in him a
warm supporter and the worthy poor number him
among their friends. The Congregational Church
of

Millbura, has no more faithful and earnest

workers than our subject and his wife. He has
been one of its Deacons for six years and for over
forty years Mrs. Strang has been the teacher of
the infant class in the Sunday-school. The seeds
of Christianity which she has sown in youthful
minds have brought forth abundant fruit, and
many men and women who were her pupils bless
the day that her earnest and Christ-like instruc
tions were instilled into their minds. Her loveable
character and the pure and upright life which she
has led has won her the warmest regard of all with
whom she has come in contact. In politics Mr.
Strang is a Republican and has often served as
delegate to the county and district conventions.
For over half a century he has been identiﬁed with
the interests of Lake County and never to its
detriment.

WW
HARLES P. WESTERFIELD, County Sur
@ veyor for Lake County, and a resident of
Waukegan, has here resided for six years.
The Empire State has furnished many worthy
citizens of this community, not the least of whom
is our subject. He was born in Yonkers, Westches
ter County, N. Y., September 19, 1846, and is a son
of J. G. and Rebecca(Dingee) Westerﬁeld,who were
also born in Westchester County. The family was
among those that_emigrated to America in an early
day from Germany. The name was then spelled
Westerfeld but has since been changed to the Eng
lish mode of spelling. To this family belonged
Westerfeld the noted ship-builder of New York
City. The father of our subject also learned the
ship-builder’s trade and for some years carried on i

a shipyard. In 1857 he moved to Cook County.
Ill., and purchased a farm in the northeastern part
upon which he laid out the town of Wilmette. Af
ter coming West he became a practical surveyor,
served for some time as Deputy Surveyor of Cook
County. and with his wife is still living in Wil
mette where they have made their home for thir
ty-four years. Both are members of the Baptist
Church, and in politics he is a Republican. On
the maternal side our subject is of French extraction.
In the Westcrﬁeld family were four children, of
whom Charles P. is the eldest and the only one re
siding in Lake County; Mary is the wife of G. B.
Ward, cashier of the First National Bank of Alex
andria, Minn.; Frank is a contractor in Wilmette.

Ill.; and Harry I). is Agent for the Milwaukee&
St. Paul Railroad Company of Evanston.
Our subject was a lad of eleven summers when
the family came West. He began his school life in
this county and subsequently entered the North
western University but the war came on and in
November, 1863, he enlisted in Company F, Eighth
Illinois Cavalry, serving nearly two years in the
Army of the Potomac. The principal engagement
in which he took part was the second Battle of the
Wilderness. The most of the time his command was
detailed as scouts. which brought them into skir
mishes almost daily. When the war was over he re
ceived his discharge at Benton Barracks, St. Louis,
in August, 1865.
Returning to Cook County, Mr. \Vesterﬁeld en
gaged in farming until about 1870, when he took
charge of his father’s business which he carried
on two years.
In the meantime he had studied
civil engineering. in which he became quite pro

ﬁcient although he had no instructor. He has
done much engineering for railroad companies.
including the Chicago dz Northwestern, the Bur
lington, Cedar Rapids dz Northern and the Spirit
Lake & \Vestern.

In 1885, he came to “'auke

gan where he has since made his home. He served
as City Engineer of Wilmette, Winnetka, Glencoe,
Highland Park and Waukegan.
The marriage of Charles P. Westerlield and
Fidelia Burroughs was celebrated in Wilmette.
September 14, 1869. She was born in Evans
ton, Ill., and is a daughter of Alonzo Burroughs

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUll .
of that place. Seven children grace the union
of Mr. and Mrs. Westerﬁeld and the family circle
yet remains unbroken. Reba is assistant Recorder
of Deeds of Lake County, and the other members
of the family are Fidelia, Alice, Carl, Mary, Eva,

and Inez.
Mr. and Mrs. Westerﬁeld are members of the
Baptist Church, and in politics he is a Republican,
while socially he belongs to the Royal Arcanum
and the Grand Army of the Republic. For over
twenty years he has devoted himself to civil en
gineering and surveying and his work stands with
out question for accuracy.

--- W“
\NDREW T. WHITE, who is engaged in
\ general farming on section 20, Antioch
Ll Township, has spent almost his entire life

J in this county. Here his infancy and
childhood days were passed and Lake County’s
citizens have witnessed the efforts of his maturer
years. Those who have known him from boyhood
up have found in him an honorable man who is
faithful to every trust reposed in him and there
fore deserving of the high regard in which he is
held.
Mr. White was born in New York, September
11, H342, and is a son of George White. His fa
ther was born and reared on a farm in the south of
Scotland, and at the age of twenty-five sailed for
America, settling in New York, where he married
Margaret Johnson who was also a native of Scot
land. With a sister she had come to this country
some time previous. After about three years spent
in the Empire State, Mr. \Vhite removed with his
family to Lake County, lll.. traveling by way of
the lakes to Kenosha, Wis.

He settled in Antioch

Township. where his brothers had already located
one hundred and sixty acres of land for him on
section 22. It was entirely destitute of improve
ments and he had a log house built, in which the
logs were set on end. Breaking and planting the
wild land it soon became transformed into a good
farm which continued to be the home of Mr.
\Vhite until his death in February. 1867, at the age
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of fifty-ﬁve years. His excellent wife still sur
vives him and makes her home with her children.
Of the seven born unto Mr. and Mrs. White
six are yet living, the eldest being Andrew; Sarah,
wife of George Dodge, is living near Millburn;
William is a farmer residing north of Millburn;
John L., a physician, died in Michigan; David is

living on the old homestead with his mother;
Robert G. is a resident farmer of

Minnesota;

Margaret J. married Ralph \Vorden of Michigan.
The entire family grew to man and womanhood 0n
the White homestead and have become useful and
respected members of society. The parents were
consistent and faithful members of the Congrega
tional Church of Millburn and in politics Mr.
White was a Republican from the organization of
the party. He was also an honest and industrious
citizen who left to his children the priceless legacy
of a good name.
As before stated, Mr. White has spent almost his
entire life in this county, having been only two
years old when the family came to Illinois. His
educational privileges were intermixed with much
hard labor in the ﬁelds for as soon as old enough
to hold the plow handles he was put to work upon
the farm, serving his father until 1861. In the
meantime the cloud of war was rising and at last
its lightning struck' Ft. Sumter. On the ﬁrst call
for troops made in April of that year, Mr. White
became a' member of Company K, Twelfth Illinois
Infantry and from Springﬁeld was sent to Casey
ville, Ill., and on to Cairo, where at the expiration

of his term he received his discharge.

He then

returned home and enlisted in the autumn of 1862,

being assigned to Company C, Ninety-sixth Illinois
Regiment. The regiment was organized in Rock
ford, Ill., and then sent to Covington, Ky., and on
to Danville, where the troops went into winter

quarters. The following season we ﬁnd them em
barking at Louisville on transports for Ft. Doncl
son but they arrived just too late to participate in
the battle. We next ﬁnd them in Nashville and
later in Franklin,

'l‘enn.

0n the Duck

River

march, Mr. White was taken sick and received his
discharge in Nashville on account of his physical
disability.
After his return home, Mr. White followed vari
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ous occupations and spent one year in Missouri.
building bridges. He then bought land of the
railroad company and in 1868 purchased his pres
ent farm which comprises about two hundred acres
that is divided into ﬁelds of convenient size and
well tilled. A log house and an old barn constitu
ted the improvements but the cabin has long since
given place to a commodious residence and the out
buildings are models of convenience. The site of
the home is a beautiful one on the bank of Loon
Lake.
On November 15, 1865, in Avon Township, Mr.

White wedded Jane Hughes, a native of Pennsyl
vania, and a daughter of David Hughes who was
born in Wales. They now have three children,
one son and two daughters—Alice M., Cora S. and
David G. Mrs. White is a member of the Chris
tian Church of Antioch, and in politics he is a

stanch Republican. General farming has been his
business and in that line he has met with good suc
cess.
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ENRY HERMAN, senior member of the
ﬁrm of Herman Bros., leading grocers of
Waukegan, was born near Buffalo, N. Y»

August 3, 1854, and is a son of Joseph and
Josephine (Webber) Herman, whose sketch is
given elsewhere in this volume. Almost his entire
life has been passed in this county as he was only
a year old when brought by his parents to Illinois.
In the usual manner of farmer lads he was reared
to manhood in the town of Warren and his educa
tion was acquired in the public schools of Wanke
gan whither he came in 1863 that he might beneﬁt
by the better advantages of the city. He entered
upon

his

business career as a dealer in ﬁsh in

company with his father and brothers and followed
that vocation for six years, when in 1876 he began

business for himself as a proprietor of an oyster,
ﬁsh and meat market situated on the west side of
Genesee Street, between Madison and \Vasbington
Streets. Two months later his brother George
joined him in the grocery trade, they buying out
the stock of Henry Swarm. Eight years that con
nection was continued, when the partnership was

dissolved by the purchase of George’s interest by
Henry Herman. From that time he was alone in
business until March, 1890, when he took his
younger brother, Anton, into partnership with
him.

The ﬁrm has built up a large and prosper

ous trade and is deservedly popular with their cus
tomers as they always endeavor to give them the
best goods possible at the lowest market price.
On the 9th of September, 1883, Mr. Herman was
joined in wedlock with Miss Esther Horen, the
marriage taking place in Independence, Iowa,
where she then resided. The lady was born in this
county and is a daughter of John Horen. One
child graces their union, Lillian May, who is now
seven years of age and the pride of her parents.
Mr. and Mrs. Herman are members of the Catholic
Church with which they have long been connected.
Socially he belongs to the National Union. No.
111, and to the Independent Order of Foresters,
holding membership with Court Little Fort, No.
79, I. O. F.
Anton Herman, the junior member of the ﬁrm
of Ilerman Bros, was born in the town of Warren,

Lake County, and was educated in the public
schools of this city. The existing partnership
with his brother Henry was formed in March. 1890.
He is a young man of good business qualiﬁcations
and contributes not a little to the success of the
house.
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OSEPH HERMAN, an early settler of
Waukegan, now deceased, was a native of

Wurtemburg, Germany.

He was born in

1812, and on attaining to man’s estate was

united in marriage with Miss Josephine Webber.
By their union was born a family of ten children,
of whom seven are living at this writing in the
spring of 1891. Six were born in Germany, one
died in that country and ﬁve came to America with
their parents. Here the family circle was increased
by the birth of four children, two of whom are
living. It was in January, 1851, that Mr. Herman
emigrated to the United States. Leaving Germany
on the 1st of that month they made the voyage in
a sailing vessel, which at length cast anchor in the
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harbor of New York after ﬁfty-one days. The
family ﬁrst settled on a farm about seven miles
north of Buffalo, N. Y., and after a residence there
of four years continued their travels until reaching
Illinois. Mr. Herman purchased a farm in the town
of Warren and carried on agricultural pursuits
until 1863, when he removed with his family to
\Vaukegan where the father and sons kepta ﬁsh
market and built up a good trade in that line.
Of the seven children of Mr. and Mrs. Herman
now living, George is the eldest. He wedded Mary
D. Bloeki and is now engaged in the grocerv trade
at Waukegan;Joscphine is the widow of Joseph
Boesch and resides in Chicago; Annie is the wife
of James Loring of the same city; Henry married
Miss Esther Horen and is a grocer of Waukcgan;
Louisa is single and makes her home in Waukegan;
Frances is the wife of John Wright of this city;
and Anton is single. He is in partnership with his
brother Henry and they constitute one of the lead
ing grocery ﬁrms in Lake County.
Mr. Herman continued in business in Waukegan
until 1885, when he retired to private life on ac

count of advancing years. He possessed the business
qualiﬁcations necessary for success and secured
through the legitimate channels of trade a fair
competence. His death occurred on the 1st of
February, 1890, at the age of seventy-eight years
and his wife departed this life October 3, 1886, in

the seventieth year of her age. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Herman were members of the Catholic Church of
Waukegan and were worthy people and much re
spected.

0%EmﬁeE-w
' v {LBERT L. HENDEE, Assistant County
Clerk of Lake County, is a representative.
\ of one of the earliest families who settled in
this region. As early as 1836, his parents
had established themselves in Avon Township,where
he was born on the 12th of December. 1848. This
work would be incomplete without further mention
of his honored father, H. H. Hendee. and we there

fore, on another page, present his sketch to our
readers.
Albert L. was reared amid the scenes of pioneer
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life upon his father’s farm and acquired his rudi
mentary education in the district schools which was
supplemented by a course in the \Vaukegan Business
College, from which he was graduated in 1870.
He was thus well ﬁtted for his business career
whether he should engage in ofﬁcial, agricultural or
commercial pursuits. On the 12th of December,
1876, in the town of Fremont, he was joined in
wedlock with Miss Arlette Rich. who was born in
the town of Avon and is a daughter of David and
Maria Rich. Her father was a distant relative of
H. H. Hendee, and with that gentleman came to
Lake County from New York in 1836. He died in
the fall of 1880, but his wife is still living. Two
children grace the union of Mr. and Mrs. Hendee—
Llewellyn A., born December 5, 1881; and Evert J.,
February 2, 1885, both born in Fremont.

Upon his marriage, Mr. Hendee removed to his
farm in Fremont Township. It is a two hundred
and twenty acre tract of land, highly cultivated and
improved and gives evidence of the thrift and enter
prise of the Owner. He continued his farming
operations until his ofﬁcial duties demanded his
entire attention. In politics he is a stalwart Re
publican who does all in his power for the interest
and upbuilding of the party. He represented the
town of Avon on the County Board of Supervisors
for two years, the town of Fremont for ﬁve years
and in 1885 was chairman of the Board. He held
the ofﬁce of Assessor for one year, was three years

Trustee and in the fall of 1886, was elected County
Treasurer, serving one term of four years. The
year after his election to that omce he removed his
family to \Vaukegan where they now reside in their
pleasant home on the corner of First and Hickory
Streets. When his term as County Treasurer had
expired, Mr. Hendee was appointed to the position
of Assistant County Clerk under L. C. Dorsett. In
April, 1891, he was elected Alderman of the Third
Ward to serve in the City Council. He and his
wife attend the Presbyterian Church. and in his
social relations he isaKnight Templar Mason. He
is a demitted member of Rising Sun Lodge. No.
115, A. F. & A. M., of Avon Township; and a mem
ber of Waukegan Chapter, No. 41, R. A. M., and
\Vaukegan Commandery, No. l2,K. T.
Mr. Heudee’s family represents the“ very earliest
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pioneers of Lake County. It is rare to ﬁnd a per
son whose people settled in this locality as early as
1836. His entire life has been identiﬁed with the
county and since reaching man’s estate he has taken
a prominent part in public and ofﬁcial aﬁ’airs, being
called to ﬁll many positions of honor and trust,
every duty of which he has discharged with ability
and ﬁdelity. His acquaintance in the county is
extensive and all who know him respect and esteem
him for his correct business methods, genial and
cordial manner and integrity of character.

HWW~~

'7REI)ERICK FISCHER, a resident of High
JE) land Park, is a German by birth. In 1846
\G be came to the United States and two years
later located in Chicago. From 1849 to 1853 he
was a salesman in the grocery ﬁrm of Sutterlee &
Cook, and at the latter date was admitted to part
nership.

In 1857 he became a member of the ﬁrm

of Reid, Murdock & Fischer. continuing until
1888. Mr. Fischer has been a resident of [ligh
land Park nineteen years.
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O/WJDREW MICIIELS is foreman of the
Q
I
c

i

Besley Waukegan Brewing Company and
has had over thirty-six years of experi
ence in that line of business.

On the 28th

of February, 1835, be opentd his eyes to the light
of day in Prussia, Germany. He was the ﬁrst of
his family to cross the ocean, and some of its mem

bers never left their native land.

His parents

Catherine Michels. Peter, the youngest, resides
in Waukegan.
Andrew is the eldest of the children. He re
ceived good educational advantages, which, how
ever. was the only preparation he had for life’s
attle. At the age of ﬁfteen he began to make
his own way in the world, and from that time for

ward has been dependent upon his own resources.
For some two years he was a weighmaster for the
Prussian Government, having charge of the ship
ment and weighing of coal and coke. This gave
him an opportunity to travel as his business took
him through Hanover, Bavaria, Alsace-Lorraine
and France. He had a pass and could go wherever
he wished, and while enjoying these special privi
leges he left the country never to return. In
1853 he sailed for the United States and after a
voyage of four weeks set foot upon the shore of
the New World. Continuing his journey to Chi
cago, he made his way to Milwaukee, but in 1854
returned to the former city with only $2 in his
pocket. In his native land he had partially learned
the brewmg business so that it was not very difﬁ
cult for him to secure employment with the lead
ing brewing company of the city. with which he
remained eighteen years. After a month he be
came assistant foreman and in three years arose to
foreman, continuing in that position as long as the
company existed. The great ﬁre of 1871 swept
away the brewery and he had to look elsewhere
for employment. The following year he was given
his present position, and has held it continuously
since. He is also a stockholder in the company.
On the 12th of August, 1858, in Chicago, Mr.
Miehels wedded Mary A. Schuetz, a native of
Prussia, born September 8, 1838, and a daughter

of Nicholas and Catherine (Jeckrels) Schuetz, who
came to the United States in, 1853, and after living

were Peter and Mary (Zenner) Michels, natives of

a year in

Prussia. The mother died in that country, after
which the father emigrated to America. He spent
his last days in Chicago, 111.. where he died at the
age of seventy four years. They were the parents

where they spent their last days.

of seven children; one died in the Fatherland, one

still resides there and ﬁve came to the United
States. Matthew died in Chicago, where live Mrs.
Barbara La Croix, Mrs. Mary A. Arnold and Miss

Buﬁalo. N. Y., removed to Chicago,

In their family

were seven children, of whom six are living, two

sons and two daughters.

Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Michels have been born nine children, as follows:

John A., who is in business in Racine, Wis'.; Anna,
wife of John Licht, a resident of Chicago; Mary,
who died at the age of twenty years; Katie,
Philip, Elizabeth K., Frances, Peter A. and Edward
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G. living in \Vaukegan. All of the family are
members of _the German Catholic Church and
Mr. Michels belongs to the German Catholic Union
and the National Union. In politics he supports
the Democratic party. He is an honorable busi
ness man and has long remained with the com
panies by whom he has been employed.

MW

/’ WEN. GEORGE CLARK ROGERS. In a
i F biographical record of the representative
@citizens of Lake County, it is most appropri
ate to make proper mention of the gentleman whose
name heads this sketch—one whose military record
is a part of the history of this State and nation, a
fact of which his fellow citizens are justly proud.
Gen. Rogers was born in Piermont, Grafton
County, N. 1]., on the 22d of November, 1839,
and 1s a son of Capt. Charles and I’ermelia (Ram.
sey) Rogers. He is a lineal descendant of John
Rogers who was burned at the stake in Smithlield.
His mother was of Scotch and Irish descent several
generations remote. Her father wasa soldier of
the Revolutionary War, while her husband, the
father of our subject, took part in the War of 1812.
The General attended school in Bradford, Orange

County. \'t., in his early youth and in 1853 came
West. His ﬁrst place of residence after his emi
gration was in Burlington, Iowa, Where he clerked
in a general store until 1857 and then came to Lake
County, lll., locating in Wauconda, where he at
tended school and subsequently engaged in teach
ing. In 1859 he came to Waukegan and entered
upon the study oflaw under the preceptorship of
Hon. E. P. Ferry, late Governor of Washington

Territory and of Hon. H. W. Blodgett, now Judge
of the Chicago District United States Court. He
was admitted to the bar through the Sn preme Court
at Springﬁeld in the summer of 1860 and entered
upon the prosecution of his chosen profession at
this city. Having a great admiration and friend
ship for Stephen A. Douglas he engaged in the can
vass in his favor in the memorable Presidential
campaign of 1860, and proved an eloquent and
popular public speaker.
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On the breaking out of the Civil War in 1861.
Mr. Rogers was one of the ﬁrst to raise his voice in
favor of the preservation of the Union and re
cruited the ﬁrst military company that was mus
tered into the United States' service from Lake
County. He enlisted in April under the ﬁrst call
for troops and raised a company. The quota hav
ing been ﬁlled before his company was complete,
it was mustered into the three years’ service on the
21th of May, as Company I, Fifteenth Illinois
Infantry, of which he was commissioned First
Lieutenant.
in September following he was
promoted to the rank of Captain and won distinc
tion at the battle of Shiloh,where, although wounded
four times, he continued in the ﬁght and after the
killing of all the regimental oﬁicers present, Capt.
Rogers commanded his regiment in the ﬁnal charge
made under Grant. He was immediately promoted
by Gov. Yates to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel for
meritorious conduct on the ﬁeld of battle in place of
Lieut.-Col. Ellis who fell in the ﬁght. His com
mission bears the date of April 7. 1862. On the
2d of November, after the battle of the lIatchie,
he was promoted to be Colonel of his regiment
as the reward for gallant conduct in that battle
and in place of Col. Turner resigned. At the
battle of Champion llills, he was twice wounded, the
ﬁrst wound leaving an ineffaceable record upon his
genial countenance by the ﬂying fragments of a
shell which knoeked him 01f his horse while he was
leading a charge. He soon afterward remouuted
and kept his position, capturing the identical bat
tery by which he had been wounded. Again the
same day he was unseated from his horse by a frag
ment of an exploded shell that caused an injury
from which he has never recovered. In the Atlanta
campaign Gen. Rogers commanded the Second
Brigade of the Fourth Division of the Seventeenth
Army Corps for a year and a half and was very
properly rewarded by promotion, “an honor fairly
and bravely won,” as Dr. Eddy says in his "Pat
riotism of Illinois,” or as Gov. Yates once wrote

“Gen. Rogers won his promotion not by personal
or political inﬂuence, but with his sword and in
the ﬁeld.” To the prudent foresight and engineer

ing skill of Gen. Rogers and his Western Brigade,
the army and country are indebted for the works
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at Altoona Pass, _Ga., where the gallant corps ( having assisted Dr. B. F. Stephenson in preparing
checked the headlong march of Gen. Hood in his 1 the constitution and by~laws in the organization of
ﬂank movement after the capture of Atlanta. Ile
the order at Springﬁeld, Ill. He isa warm friend
was commissioned Brigadier General on the 13th
to the old soldier, a man of good impulses, genial
of March, 1865, and was mustered out with his
and kindly in manner, and entitled to the highest
regiment on the 16th of September of that year
regards of every patriotic citizen of his country.
after the close of the war.
On the return of peace, Gen. Rogers practiced
law for a while at Springfield and then moved to
Chicago where he pursued the same business until

-~e~>sr<<~e

the fall of 1871, when after the great ﬁre, he went
to Eureka, Greenwood County, Kan., where he

practiced his profession until 1885. While a resi
dent of that State, he was appointed a member of
the Kansas State Board of Charity under Governor
Click. In March, 1885,11e was appointed by Presi
dent Cleveland to the Presidency of the Board of
Pension Appeals of the Interior Department and
at once entered upon the duties of the office at

Washington, continuing in the position until the
fall of 1889 when he returned to Waukegan where
he formerly resided. Again he entered upon the
practice of law, making a specialty of pension claims
and the securing of patent rights.
Gen. Rogers was married in Chicago, on the 11th
of June, 1871, to Miss Josie C. Carey, daughter of

Thomas Carey and a native of the Empire State,
her birth having occurred March 7, 1849. They
have two children, sons, Frank C., born February

28, 1873; and George T., born October 25. 1875,
both born in Eureka, Kan. They are new students
in the Waukegan High School and rank as leaders
in their respective classes. Gen. and Mrs. Rogers
have an adopted daughter, Emma A., the daughter
of a veteran soldier. She was born in Wisconsin
February 12, 1868, and has been a teacher in the
Indian school near Ft. Reno, Indian Territory.
She was married June 3, 1891, to Mr. I). E. Ben

nett, of Brooklyn, N. Y. The General has always
been an earnest Democrat and a worker for his
party. He was a delegate to the National Demo

I

DENJAMIN GARDNER, deceased, was born

I

a in Portsmouth, N. H.,January 8, 1820, and
is of English descent. The family was
,_‘
\J/ founded in America at a very early day in
the history of the country by Capt. Gardner. who
sailed from Scotland to America in the “May
ﬂower.” The father of our subject resided in
Salem, Mass, when there were only seven houses
in the town and throughout his entire life made his
home in that place where he carried on a barber
shop. In Salem he married Betsy Nichols, a lady
of English descent and unto them were born twelve
children. The family were members of the Con
gregational Church. The parents died within a few
hours of one another. Mr. Gardner being seventy
seven years of age, and his wife seventy-six and
were laid to rest side by side in the old cemetery.
In the exercise of his chosen vocation he had ac
quired a competence.
In the schools of Salem, Benjamin Gardner
received a limited education, after which he learned
the shoemaker’s trade. He was engaged to go to
New Zealand with Mr. Williams who was then con
sul to that country,but his father disapproved of the
plan and he then resolved to try his fortune in the
West. At the age of twenty-two, in 1842, he came
to Illinois intending to go into a shoe store but
took a claim of eighty acres on section 23, Antioch
Township, and began farming. While residing in
Salem he had become acquainted with Eleanor M.

Wilkinson, daughter of William and Elt‘B-HOI'

cratic conventions of 1868, 1876 and 1880. He
was a candidate for State Senator in 1868, was

(Kean) Wilkinson. Her parents were natives of
Northnmberland County, England, and from

nominated for Congress in Kansas and was a Presi
dential elector in that State in 1880, but was on the
wrong side in politics to win success. He is a
prominent Grand Army man and enjoys the honor of

Salem had removed to Rochester, N. Y., where Mr.
Wilkinson engaged in his chosen profession, that

of an architect. Mr. Gardner returned to the East
and in Rochester was united in marriage with the
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young lady in 1847. She was born June 18, 1822,
at Chelsea Castle on the Cornish coast. He brought
his young bride to the \Vest and in a log cabin
they began their domestic life. After four years
they again went to the East where they spenta year
and then returned to the farm upon which Mr.
Gardner resided until his death, which occurred on

June 11, 1890. He never personally engaged in
the cultivation of his~land but gave his attention
to the shoemaking business, hiring some one to
attend to his farm.
Mr. Gardner was one of Lake County’s best citi
zens. l'Iis character was such as to commend him
to the esteem of all. He gave liberally t0 the
church, was charitable and benevolent and the poor
ever found in him a warm friend. He was a well
rcad man, a deep thinker and his conversation
always showed the impress of logical reasoning.
From the foundation of the Republican party he
was identiﬁed with its interests. His wife shared
with him the respect of all who knew her. She is
still living on the old home in Antioch Township.
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been born two children, a son and daughtcr,—John

R. and Florence M.
In political sentiment Mr. Powell is a Republi
can, having supported that party since attaining
his majority. He keeps himself well informed con
cerning political affairs, also upon all the current
events of the day and topics of general interest.
He looks after every detail of the business himself
and it is therefore well known that whatever he
undertakes will be well done. Whatever he begins
is carried forward to a successful completion and
he well deserves to be numbered among the wide
awake and enterprising young business men of
Waukegan.

ERMAN LUTICEL'HAGAN is numbered
among the early settlers of the county who
bore the hardships and privations of pio
neer life in order to procure for themselvesa
home; however, his sacriﬁce has since been reward

~ ~+-~se—+*
TQEORGE N. POWELL is one of the rising
(G. young men of Waukcgan, and a well-known

\ 3

member of the ﬁrm of Powell Bros. Manu

facturing Company.

Like his father, John F.

Powell, he was born in Chicago, the date of his

birth being May 25, 1863. Ile was therefore only
nine years old when the family removed to W'auke
gan. In this city he was reared t0 manhood and in
its schools received a good practical education in
the common branches. When his school life was
completed he entered upon his business career, as
sisting his father in his business and continued to
serve in that capacity until 1886, when he was ad
mitted to partnership, becoming a member of the
firm. He has the general oval-sight of the outside
business of the firm at Waukcgan and his efficiency
is shown by his success.
In Kenosba, Wis., Mr. Powell was united in mar
riage with Miss Florence Besett, a native of Wis

consin. The union was celebrated on the 10th of
August, 1884, and unto the young couple have

ed by prosperity and he is numbered among the
wealthy men of Waukegan Township. He was
born in Westphalia, December 21, 1813, and was
reared to manhood upon a farm. His early life
was unmarked by any event of special importance.
He received a good education and has led a busy
and useful life. He is the ﬁrst and only one of
his family that has crossed the ocean. In 1851 he
sailed for America and in the month of May
reached this county, where he purchased sixty acres
of land about a mile south of Waukegan. Imme
diately he began the work of development and im
provement and as his ﬁnancial resources increased,
extended the boundaries of his farm until it com
prised one hundred and forty acres, which he
placed under a high state of cultivation. He also
made many valuable improvements and erected all
the buildings necessary to a model farm.
On the 21st of October, 185l,in Waukegan, Mr.

Lntkenhagan was united in marriage with Miss
Catherine Bomkamp, who was born March 7. 1825,
in Westphalia. She also was the only one of a
family of three children to cross the ocean. The
vessel on which Mr. Lutkenhagan embarked also
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had among its passengers the lady with whom his
destiny was afterward to be so closely connected.
He continued his farming operations until 1889,
when he removed to Waukegan where he still
makes his home. The following year he sohl one
hundred acres of his land for $340 per acre. real
izing a handsome proﬁt, for he bought sixty acres
at the rate of $8 per acre. Both he and his wife
have been hard workers. They began life with but
little. Their ﬁrst home was but a small cabin
which was moved from Waukcgan to the land
which he ﬁrst purchased.

The chairs, tables and

other furnishings were his own workmanship and
in true pioneer style they lived until success
blessed their efforts and they were enabled, through
increased ﬁnancial resources, to procure the com
forts and luxuries of life. Their possessions are
now estimated to be worth over $50,000.
In political sentiment Mr. Lutkenhagau is a
Democrat and in religious belief both he and his
wife are Catholics. They have but one child.
George, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this
work.

Illinois, settling in Oswego, Kendall County. He
passed through Chicago, at which time the ﬁrst
brick house in the place was being built. Entering
land from the Government, he continued its culti

vation until 1843, when he came to Lake County,
and settled on Government land on sections 27 and
28, Antioch Township.

After a log cabin was

built and the family installed in their new home, he
began plowing and planting, and in the course of
time fertile ﬁelds were yielding him a ready return
for his care and labor. His death occurred on the
old homestead September 20, 1873, at the age of

sixty-six years, two months and ﬁve days.

His

excellent wife still survives him, and ﬁnds a home

with our subject.

The children of the family were

Miles, who enlisted in the Ninety-sixth Illinois In

fantry, and died in the army; James R., of this
sketch: Harrison, who also served in the Ninety
sixth Regiment, and is now engaged in farming in
Antioch Township; R. C., a member of the Ninety
sixth Infantry, and also the Seventeenth Cavalry,
now living in Antioch; Van Rensselacr, whose.
home is in DcKalb County; E. Jerome, a resident
of Antioch Township; Mrs. Martha Eddy, of Ohio;
Eleanor-a, wife of Wallace Webb, of Antioch Town

AMES R. JONES, a retired farmer

resid

ing in the village of Antioch, is numbered
among the early settlers of the county, dat
(J ing his residence from 1843, and numbering
a period of forty-eight consecutive years. Thus
has he witnessed almost its entire growth, has taken
part in its development, aided in its progress and
forwarded many of its best interests. It gives us
pleasure to present to the readers of the ALBUM
this sketch of this leading citizen.

Mr. Jones was born in Onondago County, N. Y.,
on

the

16th of November, 1835,

and is

one

of ten children, whose parents were Clark and
Charlotte (Warner) Jones. The boyhood days
of his father were spent in the three States, Ver
mont, Pennsylvania and Connecticut, and when a
young man he traveled quite extensively. In the
Empire State he wedded Miss Warner, a sister of
S. D. Warner, whose sketch appears elsewhere in

this work, and a few years later, in 18367 came to

ship; Melissa, wife of Eugene Smith, of Antioch;
and Sarah, wife of William Allen, who resides at
Grass Lake.
We ﬁnd Mr. Jones, a lad of nine years, attend~
ing school in this county, where his parents had
located a short time previous. He became famil
iar with the primary studies in an old-time log
schoolhouse with its puncheon ﬂoor and slab seats,

such as thousands have attended and in which
many of the noted men of our nation received
their early school training. The next event of im
portance in his early life was his enlistment for the
army, he becoming a private in Company K,
Twelfth Illinois Infantry. The regiment was sent
to East St. Louis, and then to Cairo, where, after

the expiration of his three months’ term Mr. Jones
was mustered out and returned home. He then en
gaged in farm work, giving his brothers :1 chance

to serve their country, but on the 10th of Feb
ruary,1865. again donned the blue, becoming a
member of the One Hundred and Fifth-third Illi
nois Regiment. He was principally engaged in

-
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guard duty in Tennessee, and was mustered out on
the 21st of September, 1865.
Mr. Jones next spent one year in Ohio. where he
was married October 3, 1867, to Harriet E. Hoyt,
the wedding being celebrated in Chagrin Falls,
Cuyahoga County. She was born in the town of
Orange, that county, and is a daughter of Uriah

and Comfort Lavina (Dayton) Hoyt, who spent
most of their lives in the Buckeye State. Mr. and
Mrs. Jones came to Lake County and settled on
the old home farm which he operated successfully
until his recent removal to the village of Antioch.
They have two children, Lottie M. and Olive R.
He is still the owner of one hundred acres of ﬁne
land. In connection with general farming, he car
ried on a dairy, and also made an important branch
of his business the breeding of ﬁne Clydesdale
horses. Prosperity has attended his efforts, and he
may well be proud of his success, which has been
achieved by his own might. He is a member of
the milk shippers organization, but is principally
living a retired life, He has never sought for or
desired public ofﬁce, but keeps himself well-in
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he secured the position of brakesman on the road
where he is now employed. That work he contin
ued for six years, or until April, 1889, when he
was promoted to conductor and has since served in

that capacity, a period of two years. He has proved
himself a faithful and competent man in whatever
position he has been placed and is in good standing
with the company. His work necessarily keeps
him away from the city the greater part of the
time, but he has always considered Waukegan his
home. As every true American citizen should do
he feels an interest in political affairs though he has
never sought public ofﬁce. His support is given
to the Republican party. Socially, he is a Master
Mason, belonging to Waukegan Lodge, No. 78,
A. 1“. dz A. M., and is also a member of Garden
City Lodge, No. 79, B. of R. T. M., of Chicago,
also of Waukegan Camp, No. 235, Sons of Vet
erans.
gbgw
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when he cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Fre
mont, has supported the Republican party. He is

/ ' EORGE H. KENNEDY. a prominent citizen
<G/ and old settler of Antioch Township. has
K Ai the honor of having been born in Lake
County, upon the farm on section 2, where he still

a member of Luther Crane Post No. 201, G. A. R.

resides.

formed concerning political issues, and since 1856,

The date of his birth is December 4,

1843. He is of Scotch descent. His grandfather died
0-
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VANCE L. CHAMBERLAIN, of Waukegan,
/’ is conductor on the Chicago & Northwestern
7 Railroad, a position which he has ﬁlled for
two years, while for the past eight years he has
been an employe of that company. Mr. Chamber
lain claims the honor of being a native-born citi
zen of Waukegan where he ﬁrst opened his eyes to
the light of day on the 9th of January, 1864, his
parents being Wallace W. and Maria (McLaughlin)
Chamberlain, a sketch of whom is given on another
page of this volume.
The early education of our subject, which was
acquired in the schools of his native city, was sup
plemented by a partial course in Jennings Seminary
of Aurora, Ill. He entered upon his business ea
reer at the age of_nineteen, when in March, 1883,

in Scotland, after which the wife came to America,

accompanied by her son, John Kennedy, the father
of our subject. He was born in Aberdeenshire,
April 28, 1799, and as soon as old enough entered
a factory in his native land, where he worked until
his emigration to this country. He was one of ten
children, and as the family were in limited circum
stances, he was necessarily thrown upon his own
resources at an early age.
After coming to the United States, Mr. Kennedy
carried on a woolen factory in Stoughton, Mass,
for some years. During his residence in that place
he wedded Miss Mary Henry, a native of the Bay
State, and unto them in Massachusetts, were born
three children: Elizabeth, now deceased; Alex, a

resident of Iowa; and Mary, deceased. With their
little ones, the youngest a ﬁve months old baby,
they drove across the country to Illinois in the
spring of 1840, and settled on section 12, Antioch
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Township, where James Kennedy, an uncle of our
subject, had previously located. Here the family
was increased until it numbered eight children:
William, now an engineer residing in Peoria, was
the ﬁrst born in this country: George is the next
younger; Robert died at the age of twenty-two;
Thomas 1]., a member of the Thirty ~ninth Illinois
Infantry, died of his wounds received on the ﬁeld
of battle in Virginia; Mrs. Elizabeth Turner makes
her home in Kossuth County, Iowa; and Stephen is
a legal practitioner of \Vaukegan.
On coming to this county, Mr. Kennedy obtained
his land from the Government, two hundred acres,
which he improved, transforming it from a wild
and unbroken tract to a valuable farm. The coun
try at that day was very sparsely settled, and the
nearest trading p0st was Chicago. Although he
had never had any experience in agriculture, he
was quick to understand, was observing and soon
learned from experience how to develop and carry
on a farm. He became one of the prosperous citi
zens of the community, and one who was well and
favorably known. He took an active interest in
political affairs, was a strong opponent of the sys
tem of slavery, and supported the Republican party
by his ballot. Both he and his wife were mem
bers of the Presbyterian Church in Massachusetts.
His death occurred in August, 1865, and Mrs. Ken
nedy passed away October 14, 1863.
The educational advantages of our subject were
limited to three months’ attendance at the district
school in the winter season when there was not
much work upon the farm. At the early age of six
teen years the management of aﬁairs fell upon his
y0ung shoulders, and though the task was heavy
for one so youthful he nony discharged his duties
and in the care of the farm displayed much busi
ness and executive ability. As a helpmate on life’s
journey he chose Miss C. L. Turner, and their mar

riage was celebrated in Kenosha County, Wis., on
the 1st of NOVember, 1865. The lady was born in
OSWego County, N. Y., and with her parents, Henry
and Mary Turner, came West at an early day. Her
father is now deceased. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ken
nedy have been born four children, one son and
three daughters—Irene, Eva, Frank and Florence.
Mr. Kennedy, after attaining his majority, cast

-

his ﬁrst vote for Abraham Lincoln, and has since

been a stanch supporter of the Republican party.
He attends its conventions, where his opinions are
always received with respect. He is also a strong
advocate of temperance, and is not afraid to ex
press his views on that or any other subject.

He

has held the ofllcc of Supervisor for three terms of
one year each, and in April, 1891, was elected for

two years in the face of strong opposition. He has
proved himself a capable and trustworthy oﬂicial.
The family is held in high esteem, and occupies an
enviable position in the social world. Their home
is a neat frame residence, situated in the midst of a

ﬁne farm of two hundred and thirty-ﬁve acres,
well cultivated and furnished with all the necessary
and many ornamental improvements, the whole in

dicating the progressive spirit of the owner.

WW
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WILLIAM A. STORY, deceased, was one of

, vN/ the honored pioneers and well-known citi
\/\
zens of Antioch. He was born in Norfolk.
England, December 10, 1814, and there spent his

early boyhood days.

In 1828, when a lad of four

teen summers, he accompanied his step-father and
the family to America, locating in Oswego, N. Y.,

where hls stepfather carried on an hotel. He re
mained at home until twenty-one years of age and
in the meantime learned the butcher’s trade which
after attaining to mature years he followed for two
years in Oswego. It was also in that city, in 1836,
that the marriage of William A. Story and Isabella
Stafford was celebrated. The lady was born in
Kent County, England, and is a daughter of Charles
N. and Mary Ann (Charington) Staﬁord. Her
father was born in Liverpool, England, and at the

age of fourteen entered the English navy. Both
he and his wife died in Oswego in 1862. Mrs. Story
was only ten years of age when the family crossed
the Atlantic and located in New York. She grew
to womanhood in 'Oswego County and when she
had arrived at mature years gave her hand in mar
riage to Mr. Story.
Mr. and Mrs. Story continued to make their
home in the Empire State some time longer. As
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before stated Mr. Story engaged in the butchering
business for two years and then ran as a boatman
on the Welland Canal for four years. In 1842 they
started Westward, travelling by the lakes to Keno
sha, Wis. His stepfather accompanied them and
the two gentleman together secured a tract of land
from the Government, which was still unsurveycd.
\Vith the exception of four acres all of Mr. Story’s
share was situated in Lake County, but he resided
in Kenosha County until 1844 when he entered
land on section 15, Antioch Township, and on the

3d of April his family were installed in their new
home. Their residence was a log cabin which was
built by our subject and his worthy wife and situ
ated on an eighty-acre tract of unimproved land.
Their united eﬂ‘orts worked a transformation and
their home was soon surrounded by waving ﬁelds
of grain.
In March, 1852, Mr. Story crossed the plains to
California, accompanied by his wife and ﬁve small
children. They made the journey with ox-teams
and six months and twelve days elapsed before
they reached their destination. Their cattle gave
out and the last three hundred miles were made on
foot, partly across a desert. Settling near a quartz
mill Mr. Story began chopping wood and also
followed his trade of butchering until he had sc
cured a little money. He would then go to meet
the emigrants on the plain, buy up the exhausted
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After removing t0 VVaukegan Mr. Story engaged
in loaning his money and made that city his home
until his death. He passed away on the 2d of Oe
tober, 1882, at the age of sixty-nine years, re
spected by all who knew him. Both he and his
wife were members of the Baptist Church with
which they became identiﬁed in New York. He
was a Whig in early life and a strong anti-slavery
man, and on the organization of the Republican
party became one of its stanehest supporters. Pos
sessing great energy, perseverance and industry he
overcame all obstacles in his path and arose from
an humble position to one of wealth and inﬂuence.
In all his labors Mrs. Story shared, proving her
self a true helpinate.

After her husband’s death

she went to Dakota and had made fourteen trips
over the road between that place and her home in
this county, where she made her home with her
daughter, Mrs. Howard, in Antioch,until her death
April 9, 1891. She was a member of the Christian
Church at that place. Her experience had been a
varied one owing to her extensive travels in all

parts of this country, and she was a well-informed
woman, intelligent and cultured. She especially
delighted in hearing a good lecture and in her
younger days had the pleasure of listening to
Douglas, Lincoln, Lovejoy, and other orators of no
less note.

stock, which he herded and recruited in the moun

tains until it was in a ﬁne condition when he would
again engage in the butchering business. During
the greater part of his residence in California he
carried on that work and made for himself and
family a snug fortune. Returning to Lake County
in October, 1859, he purchased another farm in
Antioch Township but after three years spent in
its cultivation removed to Waukegan.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Story were born eight chil
dren, namely: Elizabeth who was born in New
York and is now the wife of M. A. Howard, 9. lead
ing merchant of Antioch; Jerome B., a retired

farmer living in Antioch; Almon who died in Cali
fornia; C. M. who is located in Arlington, S. Dak.;
Alice, deceased; Franklin and Belle both died in
California; Mrs. Brosia B. Kidder, who died in Ar

lington,

Dak., and is buried in Waukegan.

*%

“ACOB C. WALTERS, locomotive engineer
l of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad
Company, running between Waukegan and
@
Chicago. was born in Wooster, Wayne
County, Ohio, on the 24th of February, 1850, and
is a son of Conrad and Catherine (Ruport) \Valters.
His father was born in Germany and the mother in
Pennsylvania. The former died when Jacob was a
lad of twelve years; he then went to Branch (Younty.
Mich., with his mother when sixteen years of age.
The family settled near Coldwater where he
spent four years of his life at work on a farm, after
which he went to Janesville, Wis, and began his
railroad career with the Chicago dz Northwestern
Railway Company, as a brakcsman. This was in
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1870. After running two years in that capacity
he began ﬁring and in 1874, on the 24th of Febru
ary, was promoted to the position of engineer. At
first he was placed in charge of a freight train but
for the past ten years has been engineer of a pas
senger train, having charge of the Waukegan ac
commodation running between Chicago and Wau
kegan.

companies select men of cool nerve and undoubted
courage for such positions and a man who ﬁlls them
with credit is entitled to the highest respect and
kindly regard of every person; for who in this
country does not travel by rail?

Mr. Walters was married in Harvard, 111., on the

12th of January, 1882, the lady of his choice being
Miss Ella Stoker, who was born near East Delevan,
Walworth County, Wis., and is a daughter of Alex

ander and Catherine (Smith) Stoker. Her father
died on the 2d of February, 1886, but her mother
is still living and resides in Beloit, Wis. By. the
union of the young couple there has been born one
child, a son, Louis D., who was born April 25, 1884,
in \Vaukegun. The parents have made their home
in that city since their marriage and are members
of the Episcopal Church.
Mr. Walters is a stanch Republican in politics
and is a Royal Arch Mason. holding membership in
the Western Star Lodge, No. 14, A. F. & A. M. of
Jauesville, Wis., and with the Waukegan Chapter,
No. 41, R. A. M. of Waukegan. He is also a mem
of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, Di
vision No. 96, of Chicago. For twenty-one years
our subject has been an employe of the Chicago dz
Northwestern Railroad Company, seventeen years
of which time he has handled the lever. Ten years
of his service as engineer has been in charge of pas
senger trains and during all these years of active
labor in responsible positions, where the safety of
property and life was entrusted to his care, he has
proved worthy and competent and won the conﬁ
dence of the managers of the road by his zeal and
faithful discharge of every duty. Few of the trav
eling public realize how much is due to the careful
and faithful performance of duty on the part of the
locomotive engineer by which their safety of per
son and property is guarded, nor that the position
of engineer is one of unusual danger in most acci
dents that result in the wrecking of trains. The
constant strain on the nervous system, resulting
from the feeling of responsibility that haunts every

man engaged in running a passenger engine. tends
to shorten life or undermine his health. Railway

@HARLES C. TIFFANY resides on section

l/'

6, Antioch Township, where he owns an ex
\“ ' ,/ cellent farm of four hundred and forty
acres. He devotes his attention mainly to dairy
ing and is quite successful in that line of operation.
He is a native of England. having been born in
Cambridgeshire, September 27, 1823, where his
father, Simeon Tiﬁ’any, was also born and reared.
His mother’s maiden name was Sarah Jackson and
they were married about 1820. For about ten
years Mr. Tiffany followed farming in his native
land and then emigrated with his family to Canada,
settling near Hamilton, in the Province of Ontario,
where in the midst of a forest he hewed out a farm
which he made his home until his death. Both he
and his wife died during the childhood of our sub
ject. There were but two children in the family:
Charles C. and Ann, who removed to Lower Can
ada but has not been heard from for several years.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Tiﬂ‘any were members of the
Episcopal Church.
Our subject spent only seven years in his native
land, having at that age, been brought by his par
ents to America. He received a limited education
in the schools of Canada and took part in the open
ing up of the new farm. He remained at home
until after his father’s death, then began work for
himself. It was in the autumn of 1853 that he
ﬁrst visited Illinois, but after a short sojourn here
he continued his travels to California, crossing the

plains with an ox-team. He spent ﬁve years on the
Paciﬁc Slope and was quite successful in his busi
ness operations. On his return in 1858, he spent
one year in Canada and in the winter of 1860-61
returned to Illinois and located in Lake County.
His ﬁrst home was ona farm three miles south of
Antioch, after which he resided on several diﬂerent
farms in Antioch Township. His home is now

.
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situated on section 6, and as before stated his landed

possessions aggregate four hundred and forty acres,
which he has placed under a good state of cultiva
tion. He is a successful farmer and in addition to
dairying loans money.
On the 21st of September, 1860, Mr. Tiffany was
united in marriage with Susan Crittenden, the union
being celebrated in this county. The lady is a na
tive of Kent County, England, born August 19,
1841, and a daughter of Charles Crittenden who
left his native land in 1848 and crossed the Atlan
tic to America, being joined by his family a year
later. Mr. and Mrs. Tiffany have three living
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fret, Windsor County, Vt., April 15, 1830, and is
of old New England descent. Her father, Ama
_ziah

Houghton, was

born in

Woodstock. Vt.,

about 1800, and was reared in his native State.
In 1837 he started westward, traveling by way of
Buffalo, Detroit and Chicago, and arriving in Lake
County in the month of June. He made farming
his life occupation, and here he entered a claim of
two hundred acres from the Government which he
purchased when it came into market. He married
Mrs. Minerva Winters, and unto them were born

six children, four of whom are yet living, namely:
Mrs. Millard; Elizabeth, wife of William Adams,

children: Albert, who married Lulu Morlay, re

a contractor and builder of Chicago; l’lutarch,

sides at home and operates the farm; William is
residing in Antioch; and Ida is at home. The
parents are members of the Episcopal Church, and
for a quarter of a century Mr. Tiﬂ‘any has been
connected with the Masonic fraternity. He cast
his ﬁrst vote for James Buchanan and has since
been asupportcr of the Democracy. Without a
dollar capital he began life for himself and by his
energy and determined will has overcome all the
obstacles in his path, pressing steadily forward
until he has reached a place among the substantial
business men of the county. He is also held in
hiin regard for he has led a life worthy the esteem
and conﬁdence of all.

who is married and follows farming in Wauconda
Township; and Maria, wife of Warren Powers, a
successful agriculturist of the same township. The
parents of this family are both now deceased and
their remains were interred in the W'auconda
Cemetery.
Arvilla Iloughton began her educational train
ing in the district schools of her native State, and
though her advantages were meagre she applied
herself closely to her studies, and possessing a
quick intellect she soon mastered the common
branches and by her observation and study gained
an excellent practical knowledge which has on
abled her to successfully transact the business of
her life. She possesses energy, determination and
much natural ability, and her early training was
such as to develop a self-reliance and force of
character which have proved of incalculablc bene
ﬁt to her in later life.
On the 12th of February, 1846, Miss Houghton
gave her hand in marriage to Johnson Millard, a
native of Bennington, Vt., and unto them were

wéa-Es—E
RS. ARVILLA M. MILLARD. Much has
been written concerning the deeds, adven
tures and exploits of those honored men
who in early days left comfortable homes
and in the West laid the foundation for a new
county. It is true that they deserve great praise,
but while recording their life work we should not
forget the noble women who also shared in the
hardships and trials of frontier life. Although
their work consisted not of as diﬁicult manual
labor they did not less in molding the county and
its prosperity than their stronger brothers. Among
those ladies whose names will be perpetuated on
the pages of history none deserve more special
mention than Mrs. Millard. She was born in Pom

born four children, daughters.

Dorcas A., the

eldest, died at the age of forty years.

She mar

ried William Stott, who is now living a retired

life. She was a lady of culture and reﬁnement.
ller education was acquired in the Normal Uni
versity at Chicago, and she achieved a brilliant
success as a teacher. At her death she left a son
and daughter, but the latter subsequently died.
Josie M., who was educated in the Normal Uni
versity, of Normal, Ill., and possesses those graces

of character which mark the true lady, is the wife
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of James E. Stott and their union has been blessed
with seven children.

Vickie, the wife of T. V.

Slocum, a machinist, who resides in \Vauconda
Township, died May 30, 1891; Lillie E., the
youngest, is the wife of George Sowers, a stock
buyer and speculator of Sioux City, Iowa. The
father of this family was called to his ﬁnal rest on
the 17th of October, 1884, and his remains were

interred in the Wauconda Cemetery. Mrs. Millard
was again married on Thanksgiving Day, Novem
ber 25, 1885, to Charles P. Johnson.

He was a

gentleman who followed the life of an agricultur
ist. Of a generous and kind disposition, he showed
his appreciation, respect and love for his wife in
many kind acts. By certain inﬂuences which were
brought to bear upon him by parties who were
endeavoring to pull him down and to destroy
his wife’s happiness and fortune, a formal separa
tion was accomplished through the direct machi
nations of those persons who claimed to be Mr.
Johnson’s friends but were really his worst ene
mics.

We wish now to deVUte the remainder of this
sketch to Mrs. Millard’s reminiscences of her early
life which gives an accurate idea of pioneer expe

riences in this county and at the same time reveals
her characteristics much bettter than would an
analysis. She was only seven years old when her
parents left the Green Mountain State and emi
grated Westward. The year 1837 saw the family
making an overland journey. during which they
experienced the usual incidents of such travel.
They camped out along the road at night and par
took of their meals off tin utensils. While passing
through Northern Canada they traveled for some
time through the forest without a road. At length
they reached Chicago, where old Ft. Dearborn
was one of the principal landmarks in the then

small village, which contained about a thousand
inhabitants. After remaining a few days with
relatives they resumed their journey, traveling
northward to Lake County, where a claim of two

hundred acres was secured in Wauconda Town
ship.

As it was already pre-empted, Mr. Hough

ton paid $200 for it, and when the land came into

market paid to the Government the regular pur
chase price of $1.25 per acre.

In a novel way

Mrs. Millard and her brothers aided the father in
paying for his land. Every night after the 15th
of September they would go into the ﬁelds and
woods on a coon hunt, and not unfrequently would
secure four or ﬁve eoons at a time. The animals
were very fat at that season of the year and the
oil was worth $1 per gallon, while the pelts brought
seventy-ﬁve cents apiece. Thus in one night they
would make enough to purchase ﬁve acres of
Government land. To such expedients did the
early settlers resort, for money was scarce in the
community, and they were glad of any opportunity
which would increase their funds. As hunting
formed an important part of the life of every
settler, ammunition was much in demand, and Mrs.

Houghtou securing large supplies, sold to the
neighborhood powder and shot, also brown sugar.
thus keeping the ﬁrst store in Wauconda. Mrs.
Millard became an expert in the use of lire-arms
and could bring down a squirrel or deer as well as
many of her brothers. After she was married her
father presented her with a fine gun, in the use of
which she was an expert.
In those days they would often engage in what
was known as bird hunts, when the settlers would
collect together to clear the neighborhood of those
pests which would destroy the crops. Mr. Hongh
ton frequently went to their counts with a. two
bushel basket full of the heads of blackhirds and
owls, rattlesnakes, rattles, foxes’ and wolves' heads,

all trophies of the chase. Oftentimes, while stand
ing in the cabin door, one might see a herd of
from sixty to ninety deer crossing on their run
way. Indians also visited the settlement and on one
occasion, while in Chicago, Mrs. Millard saw forty

Indians who came over from Michigan across the
lake in birch bark canoes, bringing with them furs
and pelts of the animals which they had killed.
and which they bartered for whiskey, ammunition,
blankets, etc.
In the winter time, when the snow was on the

ground, Howard Houghton, brother of our sub
ject, would dress all in white and stand motion
less near a spot where he knew the deer would
pass and kill with the old flintlock shotgun many
of those antlered monarchs of the forest. In one
winter he killed eighteen, aside from those which
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were captured by him and his sister, Mrs. Mil
lard. That instance is worthy of recounting. It
was on a bright winter morning, in 1838, when
the two went to Bangs Lake to skate. It was only
8 o’clock and a number of the school children
were also near at hand. While they were engaged
in their merry amusement a drove of seven deer
made their appearance on the lake, driven there
possibly by hunters. The lake was a glare of
smooth ice and as the deer came upon it they were
rendered helpless, being unable to stand upon the
smooth surface, so that they were immediately at
the mercy of any who attacked them. Mrs. Mil
lard was an active, courageous maiden, and said
to her brother: “Come, Howard, get your pocket
knife and we will get those deer.” He made light
of her challenge, but the fearless girl was bound
not to be frustrated in her attempt, and catching a
deer by its long hair, threw it upon the ice.

437

speets she has prospered, however, and in this
world’s goods is well ﬁxed, having a comfortable
property, which supplies her with all of the neces
saries and many of the luxuries of life. She pos
sesses most excellent business ability as shown by
the management of the farm which she has under
a high state of cultivation and well improved. Her
home, which was lately built in \Vaucouda, is a
residence beautiful and tasty, of the modern style
of architecture and is the abode of hospitality. She
has ever been a warm friend of the temperance
cause, believing that the liquor trafﬁc works much
iniquity and discontent. She takes a commend
able interest in the welfare of the community in
which she has long made her home, is public-spir
ited and her benevolent and charitable instinct have
made her a friend to the poor, the needy and the
distressed.

In

She is a stanch and true friend, and in

this way she and her brother killed ﬁve before
they had an opportunity to escape. A sixth deer

Wauconda and in the vicinity where she is so
widely known she is held in the highest regard.
She is now sixty-one years of age, but her facul

made off across the ice, but she started in pursuit

ties, both mental and physical, show little trace of

and cried out to Ambrose Bangs, one of the party,
to get his pocket-knife and come on, which he did,
and that deer was also quickly dispatched. Thus,
as the result of their morning’s labor, six out of
the seven were captured. The carcasses were sent
to Chicago and brought the then large sum of
$28, which in those days was considered almost as
great an amount as $2,800 would be to-day.
We have before spoken of Mrs. Millard’s expert

the wear and tear of time. Her memory and in
tellect are of the brightest, and she describes her
early life as graphically as though she were relating
events of yesterday’s happening.

ness with the rifle, and in proof of this would cite

AMllEL SMITH GREENLEAF, a pioneer
of Illinois of 1837, and a resident of Wau

how on a certain day after she was married she
and a hunter by the name of Lynch both discov
ered a woodchuck. They were without riﬂes so
ran home to get them.

kegan since 1844, is a native of Massachu
setts. He was born in the town of Gil],
Franklin County, January 23, 1818. llis parents,
Flavel and Eunice (Smith) Greenlcaf, were also
natives of New England. The Greenleaf family,
of which our subject is a worthy member, was

She got back ﬁrst, and

her unerring aim brought the animal down from
his perch just as Lynch came up. Both seized
hold of it, but Mrs. Millard carried off the prize.
founded in America in 1635, by Edmund Greenleaf,
She would walk for miles through paths in the tall
a
native of the Parish of Brixham, Devonshire,
grass, which were the running place for snakes.
England,
whose ancestors were French Huguenots
Though they were very numerous, and some of
and
came
to England some time in the 16th cen
them venomous, such was her native courage that
The
name was ﬁrst spelled Fuillevert, and
‘ tury.
she pursued her way heedless of their presence.
was
translated
into Greeuleaf in England.
The career of Mrs. Millard has been. a checkered
Edmund
Greenleaf.
the common ancestor was
one. The light of prosperity and the darkness of
born
about
the
year
1600,
and married Sarah Dole.
adversity have both been her lot. In many re- 1

l

l
l
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They had several children born to them in Eng
land and in 1635 they emigrated to America,
settling in Newbury, Mass. About 1650, Mr.
Greenleaf moved to Boston with his family, where
his death occurred February 12, 1671. Stephen
Greenleaf, the only son of Edmund Greenlcaf of
whom we have any account, was born in England
in 1630, and came to America with his parents. He
married Elizabeth Cofﬁn,

daughter of Tristram

Cofﬁn, S12, by whom he had ten children.

He re

sided in Newbury and was a captain of militia.

ton, where he resided until the autumn of 1771,

when he moved with his family to Brattleboro, Vt.
Having purchased a tract of land eight hundred
acres in extent, known as the Governor’s Farm,
adjacent to that village, and comprising what is
now known as the East Village of Brattleboro, he
erected mills and opened there the ﬁrst store in

Vermont. He became a prominent man in that
region and died there June 8, 1802, aged sixty
seven years. His wife survived him many years,
dying at an advanced age. They had eleven

Service led him to Cape Breton in the French and
Indian wars, where he lost his life by wreck at sea.
Stephen Greenleaf Jr., son of Stephen and Eliza
beth (Cofﬁn) Greenleaf, was born in Newbury,

children, of whom six were born in Boston, and

Mass, August 15,1652.

in his day and distinguished himself in the French

Fairbanks of Brattleboro. He was born in Bos
ton, April 25, 1765, married Rhoda Knight and

and Indian wars, where he won the title of Captain.

had four children — Flavel, William, Samuel and

For several years he was a representative in the
General Court. On the 23d of October, 1676 he
married Elizabeth Gerrish, a daughter of Capt.
William Gerrish by whom he had ten children.
His death occurred in Newbury September 30,
1743. Rev. Daniel Greenleaf. the eldest son of
Capt. Greenleaf, was born in Newbury, Mass.. Feb
ruary [0, 1680, was graduated from Harvard Col
lege. in 1699, and for six years practiced medicine

a daughter. He followed the sea and died abroad.
Flavel Greenleaf, father of our subject, was born

He was a man famous

in Cambridge, where he married Elizabeth Gook

ing In I701.

They had thirteen children.

About

the year 1706. he began preaching, and in 1708 was

ordained pastor of the Congregational Church at
Yarmouth. Mass, where he servad twenty years.
In 1727, he mOVed to Boston, and died in that city
in 1763 aged eighty-three years.
Dr. Daniel Greenleaf is of the ﬁfth generation.

He was the eldest son of the Rev. Daniel Green
leaf, and was born in Cambridge, Mass, Novem
ber 2, 1702. He became a practicing physi
cian of
Bolton, -\V0rcester County, Mass.,
where he died in July, 1795, at the advanced
age of ninety-three years. He was twice mar

ried, ﬁrst to Silence Marsh, by whom he had
ten children and his second wife was Dolly
Richardson, who died childless. Stephen, ﬁfth
child of Dr. Greenleaf, of Bolton, was born in

that city, October 15, 1735, and on the 11th of
January, 1758, married Eunice Fairbanks 0f B0s~

ﬁve in Brattleboro. Of the seventh generation in
direct descent to our subject is Samuel, third son
of Stephen Greenleaf, Sr., and his wife, Eunice

in Brattleboro, in 1791, and married Eunice Smith,

by whom he had twelve children, six sons and six
daughters; four sons and two daughters now liv
ing at this writing. They ﬁrst settled in Franklin
County, Mass; removed from there about 1820 to

Saratoga County, N.Y. ; from there to Mt. Clemens,
Mich.in 1831.
Samuel Smith Greenleaf, whose name heads this
sketch, is the second child of Flavel and Eunice

Smith ~ Greenleaf. He emigrated to Illinois in
March 1837, when nineteen years of age and loca
ted in McHenry, then the county seat of McHenry
County, from which Lake County was subsequent
ly set 06. Mr. Greenleaf had learned the shoe
maker’s trade in Michigan in his father’s shop, as
well as that of a tanner and currier, these three

trades being combined in those early days. On
coming to Illinois he went into the shoe business
in McHenry, and at that place was married on the
28th of December 1841, to Miss Elizabeth McOln

her, daughter of John and Betsy McOmber. She
was born in Broome County, N. Y,, May 2, 1822,
and came to McHenry County in the spring of
1837. They had ﬁve children, but only one is
now living. Alfred, the eldest died at the age of
one year. John Flavel lived to manhood, married
Miss Eliza L. Hunt, engaged in banking and died
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February 18. 1887.

Samuel Frank, was born in

\Vaukegan, December 24, 1848, married Miss Ara
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ter. sprang from an old Tennessee family, but was
born in Johnson County, in 1816. Until thirty
years of age. he spent his life as a farmer and school

bella 'I‘app, and is now a merchant of Lake Preston.
teacher, and then, turning his attention to the min
Kingsbury County, S. D. IIe enlisted in 1863, in
the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. and served until
istry, became a prominent preacher in the Metho
the close of the war. Ilenry died at the age of
dist Episcopal Church. He died at Nashville, 111..
of typhoid fever. His wife. whose maiden name
seven years. Frederick M., born October 30,
was Mary A. Deans, was a native of the same
1864, was married to Miss Ellen M. Fay, August
county, and was born in the year 1823. Her fam
12, 1885; died March 31, 1888, leaving a son
ily emigrated from lllissrssippi to Illinois in an
named Frederick Miles.
early day, and the mother of our subject, who is
Mr. Greenleaf remained in McHenry, until Au
gust, 1844. when he moved with his family to ' still living, resides in Colorado. being new the wife
Little Fort, now Waukegan, where he opened a
of Rev. Samuel Gardom. There were four chil
dren in the family, two of whom are living—Dr.
shoe store and was instrumental in starting the
ﬁrst tannery in the place. He was connected
Carter and a younger brother. who is now the Rev.
with the tanning business only four years but has
Randolph M. Carter, 'a leading Methodist minister
been engaged in the boot and shoe business ever
of Minneapolis, Minn.
since coming here, having now been forty-seven
After attending the common schools. the Doctor
years in that line in Waukegan, having the oldest
spent some time in the Southern Illinois Female
shop in existence in the city.
College, as it was called, though it admitted boys,
In politics Mr. Greenleaf was a Free—Soil Demo
located in Salem. but ere he had completed the
prescribed course of study the war came on, and in
crat in early life, and joined the Republican party
at its organization. On the subject of religion,
October, 1861, he enlisted in Company K, Sixtieth
Illinois Infantry. lIe participated in the ﬁrst
Mr. and Mrs. Greenleaf are I'nivcrsalists in belief.
He is one of the very earliest pioneers of North
battle of Nashville, also the engagements at Resaca,
Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain and the siege of Atlanta;
eastern Illinois. llaving been a resident here more
he went with Sherman t0 the sea, and then north
than fifty-four years, he has watched the growth of
ward through North Carolina, taking part in the
this county and for half a century has been identi
battles of Jonesboro and Savannah. At Rocking
ﬁed with the history of Waukegan. He is one of
ham, N. C., be was captured, and for a month was
the very few now living of the earliest settlers of
incarcerated in that loathsome den—Libby prison
this city. IIis acquaintance is extensive through
—being paroled three days before the fall of Rich
out this region and all who know him respect him
mond. He received his discharge May 22, 1865.
for his many excelleneies of character.
During the last nine months of his service he acted
as Orderly at the brigade headquarters.
The Doctor at once returned to his native State
and engaged in teaching school, also attended the
AMES MADISON G. CARTER, A. 111.,
Illinois State Normal School. In the senior year
M. D., Ph. D., Sc. D., deserves special men
his health failed him to such an extent that he was
tion in this volume as one of the represent
compelled to leave school. After teaching some
ative men of the medical profession, not
time he entered St. John’s College, and after com
pleting the classical course, was graduated from that
only in Lake County but in the State. IIis rapid
institution in 1873. In December of the follow
rise in his chosen pursuit is largely due, no doubt,
ing year he repaired to Hyde Park, and began the
to the thorough preparation he made before enter
study of medicine under Prof. J. S. Jewell, teach
ing the practice.
ing at intervals to proenre means to continue the
Dr. Carter was born in Johnson County, 111..
pursuit of his chosen profession. In 1880 he was
April 15, 1843. His father, Rev. William B. Car
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graduated from the Chicago Medical College, and
the following three years were spent in practice at
Grayville, Ill., when he removed to Waukegan in

1883.

The degree of A. M. was conferred upon

him by McKendree College, in 1881, and that of

Ph. D. by the same institution, in 1887. Lake
Forest College honored him with the Doctor of
Science degree the same year. In 1887, he was
sent as delegate to the Ninth International Medical
Congress, before which body he read an “Intro
duction to Medical Botany of the United States.”
He is the author of “Outlines of Medical Botany of
Illinois,” which appeared in 1884, and of “ Medi
cal Botany of the United States.” Progressive in
thought, Dr. Carter embraces every opportunity for
improvement in his profession by coming in contact
with other medical men, beinga. member of the
following organizations: Lake County Medical
Society. Chicago Medical Society, Illinois State
Medical Society, American Medical Association,
American Academy of Medicine, Chicago Academy
of Sciences, American Association for the Advance
ment of Science, and American Academy of Social
and Political Science. He is also a member of the
Waukegan Post, No. 374, G. A. R.,and is a Knight

Templar Mason.
On the 26th of August, 1873, Dr. Carter wedded
Miss Eunice R. Northrop. a native of Fairfield,Vt..

who while visiting in Shawneetown, Ill., formed the
acquaintance of him who became her husband.
Their marriage was celebrated in Fairﬁeld, and
unto them were born three children—Florence 15.,
Helen M. and William N. On the 24th of June.
1887, Dr. Carter was called upon to mourn the
death of his wife. She was a lady of ﬁne artistic
taste, and excelled in painting. but her chief excel
lence lay in her perfected ‘hristian character.
The Doctor chose for his second wife Mrs. Emo
gene P. Earle, a sister of Hon. C. A. Partridge,
their marriage occurring June 18, 1890.
Though Dr. Carter does a general practice, he
makes a specialty of nervous diseases, and his suc
cess in this line has won him an enviable reputa
tion.

In addition to his business interests. he

devotes considerable time to church work.

For

school of Waukegan. In his Christian work he is
cheerfully and ably assisted by his wife. The
Doctor has lately been elected Professor of Patho
logy in the College of Physicians and Surgeons.
Chicago. a position which he is well qualiﬁed to
fill. He has the honor of being Chairman of the
United States Pension Examining Board, and
though a comparatively short time in the profes
sion. he has won a reputation that is far more than
local.

UDLEY G. SMITH, a retired farmer and

representative early settler of the county.
resides on section 36, Newport Township_
where he owns a valuable farm of two
hundred and forty acres. His home is a commo
dious residence, to the rearof which are large barns
and other good improvements. Small fruits adorn
the place and furnish the table with delicious eat
ables in their season. Every improvement neces
sary to a model farm is there seen, and the entire
place is as a monument standing for the thrift and
enterprise of the owner.
As Mr. Smith is well and favorably known
//

throughout the county, we feel that this sketch will

be of interest to many of our readers. lIe was born
in Montgomery County, in that part now Fulton
County, N. Y., December 29. 1822. and belongs to

one of the early families of the Empire State.

His

grandfather, Dudley Smith, was a New York farmer

who served as a Major in the War of 1812. His
native State, however, was Massachusetts. Warren
Smith, the father, was born in Saratoga County, N.
Y., in 1795, being one of a family of fourteen chil

dren. He began life for himself at the age of
twenty~one. He had learned the dyer’s and fuller’s
trade, and for some years engaged in mercantile
pursuits, after which he kept a tavern. In 1826,
when our subject was four years old, he removed
to Fulton County, N. Y., where he resided until

1854, the year of his emigration to Lake County.
Seven years previous his son, D.G., had moved here,

some twenty-ﬁve years he has been chorister, and

and he came West to ﬁnd with him a pleasant home,
where he spent his remaining days, his death occur

is now Superintendent of the Methodist Sunday

ring September 14, 1877.

In Fulton County he
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married Frances Griswold, a native of Connecti
cut, who died in the Empire State, May 9, 1831.
For a second wife he wedded Lydia Rice, whose
death occurred October 30, 1860. Mr. Smith was
a prominent member of the Democratic party, and
took an active part in political affairs, but was in
no sense an ofﬁce-seeker. In early life he united
with the Methodist Church, and lived a consistent

Christian, becoming an earnest worker in the Mas
ter’s vineyard, and giving liberally for the support
of the gospel.
()ur subject is the only child of Warren and
Frances Smith. Between the ages of twelve and
twenty years, he was away from the homes greater
part of the time attending school, two years of
which time was spent in the academy at Galloway,
and two years in a preparatory school in Schenec
tady, N. Y., where he prepared for Union College.
He determined to engage in the legal profession,
and at the age of twenty entered a law ofﬁce in
Saratoga, where he remained until his admission to
the bar in 1843. Failing health, however, caused
him to abandon his chosen profession, and in 1847
he came West, making the journey on the steamer
“Oregon” to Kenosha. After having lived on North
Prairie for two years, he made his ﬁrst purchase of
land, becoming owner of a part of his present term.
In connection with general farming, he carried on
a dairy on an extensive scale, also the culture of
small fruits, but for the past ﬁve years has lived a
retired life, resting after the labors of his earlier
manhood, and enjoying the competence which he
acquired through the legitimate channels of busi

cago.
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He married Clara H. Crabtree, of Barring

ton, lll.: Frances J., his twin sister, is the wife of

John Cordes, who is in partnership with her eldest
brother in Chicago.
Mr. Smith is a member of the Methodist Church
and has helped to build a number'of houses of wor
ship, being liberal with his means in support of all
such enterprises and other interests which are cal
culated to beneﬁt the community. He cast his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for James K. Polk, and took an

active part in the campaign of that year. He was
always a strong Abolitionist from his youth up,
and since the organization of the Republican party,
has been one of its stanch adherents.

By all his

old neighbors and his acquaintances of later years,
Mr. Smith is held in high esteem as a man of honor
whose many excellent qualities have won him the
conﬁdence and respect of all who know him.
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We- ENRY P. BARNUM. a hero of the 1m war
I
m

and an early settler of Waukegan, where be
is still living. is a Canadian by birth.

He

was born near Brockville, Canada, October,

16, 1845, and isa son of Philip 1’. and Ann (Foley)
Barnum. His father, who was a distant relative of
P. '1‘. Barnum, the great showman. was born in this
country April 20, 1802, but in early life crossed

born unto Mr. and Mrs. Smith: Adelbert W., who

the line into Canada, where he married Miss Foley,
who was there born. All of the children were
also natives of Canada. In July, 1847, the family
removed to Kenosha, Wis, and about a year later
came to Waukegan. Mr. Barnum was a shoemaker
by trade and followed that business in connection
with farming throughout the greater part of his
life. He died January 26. 1862, and his wife
passed away February 27, 1885, at the age of eighty
years. He was a member of the Methodist Church
and she of the Baptist. Of their four children only
two are living: Richard, who resides in Pottawa

was born in Fulton County, and married Lillie

tomie County, Kan.; and Henry R, of this sketch.

Ferry, is a commission merchant on South Water

When a lad of three summers our subject was
brought by his parents to Waukegan, where he has
since made his home. He attended the public
schools until fourteen years of age and then began

ness.
In Fulton County, N. Y., December 29, 1844,
Mr. Smith and Margaret Ann Durfee were married.

Thelady was born in that county, and is a (laugh
ter of Abraham and Jane (McBeth) Durfee. Her
mother was a native of Scotland, and came to New
York with her two brothers. Mrs. Smith has three
sisters and one brother living. Three children were

Street, Chicago; DextehA. was educated at Wau
kegan, and in the Medical College of Washington,
D. C., and is now a practicing physician of Chi
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the battle of life for himself, hiring out on the farm.
On the 15th of August, 1862, though not seven

teen years of age, he enlisted in Company C, Nine- ‘
ty-sixth Illinois Infantry.

The regiment was or- i

ganized at Rockford, 11]., went to Cincinnati, Ohio,

and from there marched to Danville and thence to
Louisville, Ky., where the troops took a boat for
Nashville. Tenn. The ﬁrst important battle in _
which he participated was that of Chickamauga,
where he was badly wounded in the face, a minie ‘
ball striking him in the right cheek, passing through
and coming out on the left side of his nose. By a
retrograde movement of the company he was left
within the rebel lines but was not molested as it .

was supposed his fighting days were over.

After

nine weeks he returned to his regiment, which was

near Chattanooga, and started upon the Atlanta
campaign. For forty-three days he was under fire,
when at the battle of Kenesaw Mountain he was
rendered unﬁt for further service. Another miuie
ball struck his left cheek, passed through, taking
out a tooth, paralyzing an eye and coming out at i

(laughter of Richard and Ann (Shove) Worsfoid, a
sketch of whom appears in that of Mrs. G. H. Brean.
She was born near London, England. October 13,
1845, and came to Waukegan with her parents when
nine years old. Mr. and Mrs. Barnum have had
a family of ﬁve children, three living: George H.
P. and Mary L.; Ada E. and Ida A., twins, lived
to be ten months old and died within two hours
and twenty minutes of each other, being buried in
the same casket; Anna \V. is the youngest of the
family.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Barnum are members of the
Baptist Church and in the social world they hold
an enviable position. He is a member of the
Grand Army of the Republic, his Wife of the
Woman’s Relief Corps and their boy of the Sons
of Veterans.

For four years he has been sent as

delegate to the Department Encampment, being
regarded as one of the prominent and honored
members of the order. Politically he is a Repub
lican.

W%““
almost the exact spot where the Chickamauga ball
had entered. The external wound was long in ,
healing and the internal wound has never healed.
After spending a short time in the hospitals at

\, W. ARNOLD, who since August, 1858, has
heena resident of \Vaukegan, was born in

Chattanooga and Nashville, Tenn., he came home

V/

on a furlough and on the 2lst of December, 1864,
went to the Marine Hospital in Chicago, where he
remained until January 5, 1865, when he received

15th of September,

his final discharge.

He is, perhaps, the only living

Haddam, Middlesex County, Conn., on the
1816, and is a son of Samuel

and Hope (Shailer) Arnold. His parents were also
natives of the same county and belonged to early
New England families.
Our subject spent the
days of his boyhood and youth in his native town
and after attaining to mature years was there mar

man that was shot twice through the head.
After the war Mr. Barnum was employed as ﬁre
man on an engine on the Chicago dz Milwaukee ‘ ried in 1838, Miss Mary A. Cook becoming his
Railroad for about eight months and then worked
wife. The lady was born in that locality and was
in the shops of that company for a year and a half.
a daughter of Nathaniel Cook. The young couple,
Subsequently he apprenticed himself to learn the
while still residents of Connecticut became parents
carpenter’s trade, at which he worked some seven
of two daughters—Cornelia and Nellie. The lat
teen years. helping to build many of the houses in
ter is now a resident of \Vaukegan but the former
\Vaukegan. From January, 1879, until January,
died before the parents left their native State.
1881, he was Guard at the State Treasury in
The year 1858 witnessed the arrival of Mr. Arn
Springﬁeld. and in 1884 he was given a position as
old and his family in this city but the wife was not
letter carrier in Chicago. which he has since held,
long permitted to enjoy her new home, her death
delivering registered matter exclusively during the
occuring on the 10th of August, 1866. He was
last two years.
‘ again married in 1868, his second union being
On the 20th of August, 1868, in Waukegan, Mr.

Barnum was united in marriage with Miss Anna,

with Mrs. Deborah Goodale, who was born in Lor
ain County, N. Y., was a widow of Henry Goodale,
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and a daughter of Capt. Nathan Gould. On com
ing to Illinois, Mr. Arnold embarked in the lumber
business in Waukegan which he continued with
good success for some time.
During the war
he was engaged in buying horses for the Govern
ment and when there was no longer a demand for
them be started a livery stable which be carried on
for eleven years. His next venture was as a dealer
in lime and cement, wood and coal which busi

ness he continued until 1885. In his various
undertakings he has met with success and ac
cumulated acomfortable competence. He has now
retired from all business life except the manage
ment of his farm in Iowa. This consists of a four
hundred and twenty-acre tract adjoining the
thrifty little railway town of Burt in Kos
suth County, on the line of the Chicago dz North

western Railroad and has been in his posses
sion since1884, during which time he has been
expended upon it several thousand dollars for im
provements, thus making it one of the best farms
in that locality. He is also owner of considerable
valuable property in Waukegan, having, ashis
ﬁnancial resources increased, made judicious in
ventments in real estate, and is known as one of

the substantial citizens of the place. In politics
he has always been astanch Republican but has
cared nothing for political preferment, holding
only the ofﬁce of Alderman for four years. Mr.
Arnold has led a busy and useful life and while he
has not always had smooth sailing in his many
years of business experience, he has always paid
one hundred cents on the dollar and has maintain
ed a clean and honorable business and personal re
cord.
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Worcester County, Mass, on the 2d of July, 1757.
He grew to manhood upon a farm and while one
day plowing in the ﬁeld his father ran to him with
the news that the British were burning Boston. He
left his plow in the furrow, bade a hasty adieu to
his parents and for seven long years was not again
an inmate of his home, but on the battle-ﬁeld was

demonstrating his love of liberty and his loyalty
to the union of the American Colonies. He par
ticipated in the famous battle of Monmouth and
was on picket duty near Bunker Hill when the en
gagement there occurred. When the war was
over he once more returned to his home and after
ward emigrated to Windsor County, Vt. He was
everywhere known by the title of Captain which
he had acquired while commanding a company of
militia. In 1790 he went to live in Woodstock,
where be erected an oil mill and a stone mill. In
that place he was also married, his union being
with Mary Wakeﬁeld, who was born in Hartford,

Vt., February 18, 1776, and died February 27,
1852. Mr. Wilder passed away in Woodstock,
July 19, l848.

During the later years of his life

he received a pension in recognition of his services
during the Revolutionary War.
Nancy Wilder was the fourth child of this
worthy couple. The days of her girlhood were
spent under the parental roof and when she had
attained to womanhood she gave her hand in mar
riage to Daniel Marsh of Woodstock, Vt. Together
_ they came to Chicago in 1835, and the month of
February, 1836, witnessed their arrival in Fremont
Township, Lake County. Losing their way they
were forced to remain in the woods all night though
the ground was covered with snow. They had to

go to Chicago for mail where was also their nearest

~E‘-5‘%%~El-9~
This work
\ would be incomplete without asketch of

the lady whose name heads this record for
she is one of the oldest settlers in the
county and has been an eye-witness of almost the
entire growth and upbuilding of the community.
She was born in Woodstock, Windsor County, Vt.,
August 25, 1800, and is a daughter of Capt. Jacob
Wilder, who was bow in the town of Lancaster,

market and many were the privations and hard
ships endured during those early days on the west
ern frontier. Their home was a log cabin, 18x28
feet and its hospitable door was ever open to those
who were seeking homes in the new West. Often
times the entire ﬂoor was covered with pallets,
upon which were sleeping the wearied travelers
and we may feel assured that the hospitality thus
granted was very welcome. Together Mr. and
Mrs. Marsh worked on and though many difﬁculties
arose in their path they at length met with success
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and acquired a good property. In 1855 they left
the farm and removed to Waukegan, where after a
residence of six years Mr. Marsh died. Mrs. Marsh
has ever remained faithful to his memory and has
lived a. widow for thirty years. lie was an enter
prising and successful farmer, a worthy man and
one whom all respected for his sterling worth.
Mr. and Mrs. Marsh had no children of their
own but adopted a niece, Ellen Watson, when she
was only a year old, giving her a home and shower
ing upon her the affection and love which they
would have lavished upon a child of theirs. After
she had attained to maturity she became the wife
of Thaddeus Bliss, who was born in Vermont, in
May, 1831, and came to Lake County when a boy.
He was married at the age of nineteen. in 1871.
he removed to Missouri, and about 1880 returned

His parents were John and Mary Jane (Bradley)
George, also native New Englanders, descended

from old families of that historic region. The
father was born in Goﬂ’stown, Hillsboro County,
N. ll.. about 1797. The family was founded in
America by English ancestors who settled in New
Hampshire early in the seventeenth century. The
mother of our subject was born in Boston. They
were married and located on a farm near Haverhill,
Mass, where Mrs. George died in 1847. Her hus
band survived her but a few years and died in his
native town.
Charles B. George, whose name heads this notice,
was reared to manhood under the parental roof and
received such educational advantages as the public
schools of his day afforded. At the age of seven
teen, on the death of his parents, he found himself
thrown on his own resources with a cash capital of
$8. Having decided to try some other vocation

to this county where he spent the remainder of his
life. his death occurring in Fremont Township in
than that of a farmer, he went to Boston where
1886. Mrs. Nancy Colby is a daughter of Mrs.
aftei many days of unavailing efforts to procure
Bliss and a great niece of Mrs. Marsh.
work, be, through the kindness of an old acquaint
Mrs. Marsh now makes her home with Byron
ance. Charles Minot, a former lawyer of Haverhill,
Colby. She receives a pension as the widow of one
then Superintendent of the Boston & Maine Rail
of the soldiers of the War of 1812. Her life has
road, secured the position of baggage master of
been well and worthin spent and she can look back
the train running between Boston and Medford,
over the past with little or no regret. She has
a distance of ﬁve miles, on that road.
The train
done much for which the people will remember her
consisted of one car, drawn by a cabless eu
with kindness, especially in the early days was she
gine and was a very unpretending affair compared
active in doing good to others. Although she is
with modern railway trains. At ﬁrst, his salary
now ninety-one years old she is still quite vigorous
and possesses an excellent memory. To almost _ was $17 per month which was increased after four
or ﬁve months to $35. He began his railroad life
every one in the county is Mrs. Marsh known and
on the Boston & Maine Road on the 10th of March,
every acquaintance is numbered as a friend.
1847, but was soon transferred from the short run

@MQLQE-‘s

between Boston and Medford to the through run
from Boston to Portland, Me., a distance of one
hundred and elchn miles, then considered a won

0 HA RLES BRADLEY GEORGE is a veteran
, railway conductor of forty years’ experience
and an old settler of \Vaukcgan, widely and
favorably known for many years as proprietor of
the Waukegan Railway Eating House and he is now
known to the traveling public as the keeper of the
popular White Front Restaulant on Washington
Street. Mr. George is a native born Yankee who
ﬁrst saw the light in Haverhill, Mass, on the banks
of the Merrimac River, on the 8th of March, 1829.

derful through line. His position was still that of
baggage master and he continued on that run until
1851, when he accepted the position of conductor
on the Western Vermont. running from Rut-land to
Bennington, which position he ﬁlled until February,

1855. when he came to Chicago. On the 14th of
that month he engaged as conductor on the Chicago
(is Aurora Railroad but after a short time, on the

7th of June of the same year. he accepted the posi
tion of station agent at Waukegan, for the old
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Chicago 6: Milwaukee Railroad Company, now the
Chicago & Northwestern Road. Three months
later, he began running as conductor on the Wau
kegan accommodation, and held that position until
1872. He also opened a railway eating-house at
Waukegan which he carried on for seventeen years,
or during the whole time of his service as conduc
tor on that road. This establishment became very
popular and its reputation for excellence was wide

spread among the traveling public. Having ac
quired asnug fortune from his railroad earnings
and eating-house business, be invested largely in
Waukegan property and engaged in milling in that
city. The ﬁnancial troubles of 1873 and the con
sequent hard times caused much embarrassment in
business and his investments proving unfortunate
Mr. George suﬂ‘ered heavy losses. In 1878, he en
gaged with the Pullman Company in charge of the
hotel car service between Chicago and New York,
in which capacity he served four years. Later he
was on the run between Chicago and Omaha in a
like capacity until 1887 when he retired from the
road.

Mr. George has been twice married. While not
yet twenty-one years of age he was married in
Portland, Me., on the 15th of November,-1849, to

Miss Caroline F. Rust, adaughter of Abednego
Rust. Her father was one of triplets, all boys,
whom the parents had named Meshach, Shadrach,

and Abednego. One of the brothers died in child
hood, the others living to mature years. Mr. and
Mrs. George had seven children of whom ﬁve yet
survive. Mary Louisa who is now the wife of W.
S. Watrous, one of the proprietors of the Park
Hotel of Madison, Wis., is a talented singer and
while a resident of Chicago several years, sang in
the choirs of a number of the leading churches of
that city. She took part in the musical entertain
ment at the opening of the Auditorium recently
and was one of the most popular singers in the city.
Charles H., died at the age of nineteen.

Ida Ardell

is the wife of Benjamin J. Cloes,aresident of Lake

Bluff, Lake County, and is also a musician of rare
talent and skill. Eliza Garrett died at the age of
two and a half years. Carrie Emma who also
possesses the musical genius which characterizes the
family, married G. A. L0ugee, and now resides in
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Madison, where her husband is a partner with Mr.
\Vatrous in the Park Hotel. Hattie Loraine the
youngest daughter, possesses ﬁne musical talent,
making the fourth in the family celebrated for their
gifts in that direction. She wedded Dr. Wilson
ll. Davis of Chicago and they make that city their
home. Walter Johnson, who completes the family,
has been employed in the Elgin Watch Company’s
works and has also been engaged in railway train
work. Mrs. leorge died March 28, 1884. She
was a noble woman whose many excellencies of
character endeared her to her family and friends in
a marked degree. Her people, the Rusts, were of
English origin and dated their settlement in New
England back to 1635. Mr. George was again
married June 13, 1885, his second union being with
Miss Elizabeth C. Clarke, a daughter of George W.
and Annie (Stracham) Clarke, who were natives of
Scotland. Her father was born in Aberdeen and
her mother in Dundee. They came to America in
1856. Mr. Clarke died on the 9th of August, 1865
but his widow still survives him and makes her
home in Jersey City, N. J. Mrs. George was born
in Dunkirk, Chautauqua County, N. Y., May 23,
1859, and is a member of the Episcopal Church,
the church to which her ancestors have belonged
for many generations. One child, a son, Leslie
Nash, was born of her marriage, his birth occurred
in Elgin, 111., on the 14th of August, 1886.
Mr. George is a Presbyterian in religious belief
and is a Republican in politics. He is also a mem
ber of the Masonic fraternity and received the de
grees, including those of a Knight Templar, in the
Waukegan Lodge, Chapter and Commandery, thirty
years ago and is still a member of those bodies. He
was one of the ﬁrst members of the Conductors
Life Insurance Association of the United States and
Canada and held the position of secretary for many
years. He is a man well known to the people of
this city, for since June, 1855, he has here made his
home. During the taking of the United States
census of 1890, he served as census enumerator in
the district of Elgin.
At the solicitation of friends, Mr. George pre
pared and published a volume of personal reminis
cences, entitled “Forty Years on the Rail.” He
began work on it in 1887, and sent it to the pub
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lishcrs in 1888. The book is an oc'avo of two hun
dred and sixty-two pages, with illustrations, neatly
printed and well bound. It treats of railroad history
in the United States from the building of the first
line, until the present, with the life of the writer and

his experiences as conductor for forty years. The
work abounds in anecdotes and incidents of the lives
of well-known railroad men and appropriate mention
of men and events as observed by the writer. It
is written in an easy, unpretending style, as would
be natural for a practical man whose life had been

one of activity and varied observation, rather than
that of a close student. It shows much careful re
search on points of fact and must have been a work
of patient and careful labor. The book met with
much favorable comment from the start and the de
mand for it was such that a second edition had to
be printed, making its circulation about forty-live
hundred copies. The author has received many
ﬂattering eommeudations from prominent men who
have read his book, and has made it a ﬁnancial

success. In October, 1890, Mr. George opened his
restaurant which has proved a popular resort for
the best people of the city, who appreciate nicely
cooked food and ﬁne confectionery. Both Mr. and
Mrs. George give their personal attention to the
wants of their customers and have won hosts of
warm friends in the course of business.

Mr. Lux returned to Buffalo, where on the 15th of
February, 1844, he married Margaret Berst, a na
tive of Germany, and for some years engaged in
farming near that city. He again came to Illinois
in 1852 and settled on section 27. Newport Town
ship, where he purchased ﬁfty acres of land after
ward making it an eighty-acre tract. It was entirely
destitute of improvements, if we except an old
log house which is still standing among the out
buildings of the place, one of the few landmarks of
early times yet remaining. Here he lived the life
of a hard-working, frugal farmer until January 20,
1888, when he was called to the land of rest, dying
at the age of sixty-six years, nine months and thir
teen days. His wife departed this life February
20, 1889, aged sixty seven years, two months and
sixteen days.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Lux are: Mrs.
Mary E. Smith who was born November 17, 1847,
and resides in Waukegan; John, of Waukegan, born

September 3, 1849; Peter, born December 1, 1851,
merchant of Wadsworth; Mrs. Kate Karrigan, born
October 14, 1853; Martin whose name heads this
sketch; Michael, who was born November 1 l, 1857,

is a partner of Peter in the mercantile business;
Louisa, born November 29, 1860, wife of George

Herberger, and Henry who was born April 16,
1862, and operates the old home farm. The chil
dren older than Martin were all born in Buﬂalo,
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N. Y. The father of this family devoted the greater
part of his attention to agricultural pursuits and

ARTIN LUX, a well-known business man
U of Wadsworth, was born on his father’s

farm on section 27. Newport Township,
January 16, 1856. There his entire life
has been passed, the village in which he carries on
business being situated on one corner of the farm.
The family is numbered among the representative
early settlers of the county. Sebastian Lux, father

improved a good farm. He also did a thriving
business in the way of carrying passengers to the
lakes and other pleasure resorts.

He was never a

politician in the sense of ofﬁce-seeking but never
failed to support by his ballot the Democratic
party. Throughout his life he was a faithful mem
ber of the Catholic Church. In 1873 the town of
Wadsworth was laid out on his land.
Amid the wild scenes of frontier life our subject

of our subject, was born in Alsace, then a province

was reared to manhood and was early inured to

of France.

hard work upon the farm, swinging the scythe in
the harVest fields when a mere boy. His school

When a boy of twelve or ﬁfteen years

he became a resident of Buffalo, N. Y., and in an

early day emigrated Westward, locating in Me
Henry County. Ill. Chicago was then a mere vil
lage and gave little promise of its wonderful

growth.

After working for awhile as afarm hand

training was limited, most of his education being

gained after he was seventeen years of age by his
own efforts, be spending his leisure hours and the
evenings in study after his day’s work was done.
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He worked out or else carried on the old home
farm until twenty-two years of age when be en
tered the employ of James Pollock in the grain
business, with whom he remained for thirteen years.
About 1885 he bought an interest in the mercan
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men of the county. Industry and enterprise have
characterized his life and in business circles he is
held in high regard as a trustworthy, honorable
man.

tile business with his father-in-iaw, Mr. Doerk,

which business he continued until 1888 when he
sold out to his brothers. In 1886 he embarked
upon his present enterprise, beginning in a small
way. In September of that year he built a small

‘dyOBERT STRANG resides on section 36,

warehouse 24x40 feet, and in the face of difﬁculties

\ home, and one of the ﬁnest farms of the

that would have discouraged a less resolute man,
placed his business upon a ﬁrm foundation. The
following year he added twenty-four feet more to
his building and in this year the demands of his
growing business have forced him to add another
ﬁfty feet. He deals in grain, feed, ﬂour, salt, wool
and coal and also carries an excellent stock of
buggies and farm implements. He has built up a
lucrative trade in opposition to many disadvant
ages, his prosperity being due to fair dealing, en
terprise and determination.
In \Vadsworth in the spring of 1879 Mr. Lux

county. He is a prominent and influential
citizen of the community and this volume would
be imcomplete without his sketch. lie was born
near Sterling Castle. Scotland, on the 8th of Au

was united in marriage with Clara Doerk, a native

of Germany. Her father was a well-educated man
who held the position of a bank president and be
came a leading merchant of 'Wadsworth as well as
one of the widely‘known citizens of the county.
He is now deceased but his wife still survives him‘
Mrs. Lux was a lady of intelligence, culture and

reﬁnement, and by her death, which occurred Au
gust 22, 1890, the family lost a faithful and devoted
wife and mother. She was thirty-three years of
age at the time of her death and was a faithful
member of the Lutheran Church, highly esteemed
by the whole community as was shown by the large
assemblage at her funeral, one of the largest ever
seen in Wadsworth. She was a quiet, home-loving
woman, charitable and kind to all.

She left three

children: Leo H., born in 1884; Alice, March 3,
1886, and Maurice Robert, April 13, 1888. Mr.
Lux is a member of the Catholic Church, and in

politics is a Democrat, having cast his first Presi
dential vote for Hancock. He is a member of the
Order of Foresters of Wadsworth. He started in
life a poor boy and by his own elTorts has reached
his present place among the substantial business

I Antioch Township, where he has a palatial

gust, 1815, and is a son of John Strang, who was

born in Sterlingshire, near Bannockburn.

He was

one of a family of eleven children, nine sons and

two daughters. When a young man he went to
South America and invested his money in a ship,
and lost all through a wreck. Another vessel came
along and took him and his companions from the
wreck, but this ship was soon overhauled by a
British cruiser in need of men, and John Straug
and such of his companions as were wanted were
pressed into the service of the British navy.

Thus

he took part under Nelson at the battle of Arbuckle,
Egypt.
He lost his eye-sight in that country,
and in consequence was discharged, but subsc
queutly regained his sight.
About 1800 Mr. Strang married Margaret Clel
lan. a native of Glasgow, and unto them in Scot
land was born a large family of children. In 1835
he emigrated with his wife and family to Canada,
settling in the woods near Chatham, were he re
mained for four years. The Revolution in Can
ada in 1837 caused three of his sons to leave that
country in order to keep from serving in the army.
They came to llliuois by way of Detroit, and hav
ing no money. walked to Joliet, where for four
years they were employed upon the canal. By
their united industry and economy during that
time they saved enough to purchase a claim in
Lake County which they located in 1838. The fol
lowing year the father came fromCanada and settled
upon the claim. The land had not been surveyed
but it comprised between four hundred and live
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hundred acres, a part of which is the present site
of Millburn. Mr. Strang was a pioneer of both
Canada and Lake County. He continued farming
here until his death in the autumn of 1866, at the

age of eighty-seven years. His wife had preceded
him to her ﬁnal rest, and they were laid side by
side in the cemetery at Millburn. In their native
land they were active members of the Seceder
Church, but on _coming to this county joined the
Congregational Church of Millburn soon after its
organization. Mr. Strang was a successful busi
ness man and worthy citizen, whose life was char
acterized by uprightness and integrity. His last
years were spent with his children. The following
is the record of the family. Agnes, the eldest,
died in Scotland; Peter, a pioneer of this county,
is now deceased; Elizabeth, died in Scotland; Mar

duties of farm work, and is spending his declining
years in the enjoyment of a competence which is
the fruit of former toil.
On the journey of life Mr. Strang has been ae
eompanied by one who has proved to him a true
helpmate. In 1845 he returned to Scotland and at
Dumblane,

Perthshire, January

19,

1846,

was

united in marriage with Jessie Monteeth, daughter
of James M. and Mary (Eadie) Monteeth. She is
the only member of the family who came to Amer
ica, and the only one now living. Shortly after his
marriage Mr. Strung returned with his young bride,
and they began life in their_far Western home.
Twelve children came to bless their union—John,
who wedded Mary J. Wedge, and carries on the
store in Millburn; Mary, wife of William Mavor,

garet, is the wife of Joshua Wedge, a pioneer of
this county, residing in Millburn; Robert is the

one of the contractors of the World’s Fair build
ings to be erected in Chicago; twins died in in
fancy ; Maggie, deceased; Jessie, who died at the age

next in order of birth; Mrs. Jane McAllister makes

of six years; Eliza, wife of John Hughes, of Mill

her home in Waukegan; George, one of the early

burn; Ruby, deceased; Lottie, wife of Ward Bain.

settlers of Millburn, is now deceased; Janet is the
wife of William E. 'I‘hayer, who also came to this

of Somers, Wis.; Robert L., who married Emma

county in an early day and now resides near Mill
burn; Susan, is deceased; John is represented else
where in this work. All came to this country with
the exception of the two eldest daughters who died
in Scotland.
Robert Strang was twenty years of age when
he came to America. His stock in trade consisted
of an old ﬁddle. Truly he may be called a self
made man, for from the lowest round he has worked

his way upward to wealth and affluence. His ﬁrst
service in this country was as a clerk, after which
he aided in clearing and breaking forty acres of
land in Canada. Then came his work for four
years upon the canal in Joliet. In the years thus
spent he had been economical,industrious and per
severing, and was now enabled to purchase one
hundred and sixty acres of land. He gave his en
tire attention to farming until 1856, when he built
a store in Millburn. which for eighteen years he
carried on in connection with his other business.
He succeeded in building upa good trade, becoming

one of the leading merchants of the place, but in
1874 he retired from mercantile life, turning the
store over to his son. He has also laid aside the

Hughes, and operates the farm. and also travels
for a wholesale house of Chicago; James H., twin
brother of Robert, died in infancy, and Jessie, wife

of Frank Yule, of Somers, Wis.
When Mr. Strang ﬁrst came to this county, he
was in very limited circumstances. There was not
much money in circulation. and sometimes he
would have to leave a letter in the post-ofﬁce sev
eral days before he could get money enough to pay
the postage, which was twenty-ﬁve cents. lie has
labored untiringly for the interests of his family,

and has now the satisfaction of seeing his estima
ble wife presiding over one of the ﬁnest homes in
the county. It is a large brick residence. taste
fully furnished and situated in the midst of well
kept grounds, adorned by beautiful shade trees.
It seems hardly possible that his ﬁne farm was half
a century ago an unimproved tract, but such is the
case. With the public interest of the county, its
progress and upbuilding, Mr. Strang has been
prominently identiﬁed. He helped to draw the
logs for the ﬁrst church and schoolhouse in Mill
burn, and in the early days bore his share in every
public work. In politics he was ﬁrst a Whig, and a
strong anti-slavery man, so that when a party was
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formed to prevent the further extension of slavery
he espoused its cause and has since been a Repub
lican, although he is not an advocate of high tar
iff. Both he and his wife were reared under the
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United States it was decided that he had a legal
right to manufacture his machines. In almost no
time the price of wringcrs dropped from $65 to $550

per dozen.

auspices of the Presbyterian Church, but are new

In October, 1867, Mr. Pierce came to Waukegan

members of the Congregational Church of Mill
burn. They are charitable and benevolent people,
and their home is the abode of hospitality.

and was one of the leading men in the organization
of the Waukegan Shoe Company, having a capital
stock of $10,000. This was the ﬁrst factory of the
kind west of Detroit. After conducting the busi
ness about a year he sold out his interest, About
1876 he discovered a compound which is now known
far and wide as a great cure for the various forms
of inﬂammation and ulceration. Ile had no thought
of putting it on the market but kept it only for
private use and to give to those of his neighbors
who were afﬂicted. While in a prominent physi
cian’s ofﬁce in Chicago, he one day asked what was
the matter with a certain patient. The doctor

AMUEI. B._PIERCE of Waukegan, dis

coverer and manufacturer of the celebrated
‘-' ‘aroid,” is a native of Salem, Mass, born

April 11,1821. His parents were Jona
than and Anstiss (Blanchard) Pierce, and the
family was early founded in New England. The
father, a native of Salem, Mass, was a painter by
trade and died when Samuel was only seven months
old. The mother, who was a native of Medford,
Mass, lived to be eighty-six years of age.
Our subject is the youngest of four children.
Having attended the schools of Salem until four
teen years of age, he entered a drug store where he
remained until he had attained his majority. Not
caring to follow that business he turned his atten
tion to the manufacture of shoes,'whieh he carried

on quite extensively for some time. Subsequently
he went to Boston and became a large importer of
rubber goods. He would procure the rubber shoes
as made by the natives, lin'e them and bind them
around the top with fur. When the process of
making vulcanized rubber was accidentally discov
ered most peeple were skeptical concerning its
utility, but he contracted to take the entire output
of a factory that was established near by. Mr.
Pierce is a natural mechanic; although he never

learned a trade he can make almost anything of
wood or iron from a willow whistle to a steam
engine. lle invented one of the ﬁrst clothes
wringers and has the credit of breaking up that
system of robbery whereby a few men, although
they had no patent, were forcing all the manufac
turers of wringers to pay them a royalty. Not
able to intimidate or bluﬁ Mr. Pierce, the case was

taken to court and in the Supreme Court of the

mentioned the ailment and remarked that the man

was nearly dead. Mr. Pierce said that he had
something that would cure him in four days and
the doctor declared if he had he would give it to
him. “Taroid” was used and in the prescribed
time the patient was well. The next time Mr.
Pierce met the learned doctor he was assured that
he had an excellent remedy. Encouraged by men
prominent in the medical fraternity to put it on
the market, L. B. Weymouth, a son-in-law of our
subject, began selling it as a physician’s remedy
solely in 1886. The style of the ﬁrm was L. B.
Weymouth dz Co. The following year a company
was organized called the “Taroid Company,” with a

capital stock of $25,000, which in 1888 was raised
to $100,000. The general ofﬁce is loeated at No. 73
Randolph Street, Chicago, and the factory in Wau

kegan. The output is about nine thousand boxes
of “Taroid” daily; besides they manufacture taroid
soap, taroid plaster and taroid cough syrup. The
product of this company has an extensive sale and
high reputation.
In his native city on the 12th of December,
1850, Mr. Pierce and Martha A. Stoddard were
married. The lady was born in Salem, Mass, in
July, 1830. They have had three children: Eliza
beth, who died at the age of twenty years; Martha
E. of Waukegan, and Marianne, at home. The
second daughter is the wife of L. B. Weymouth, 9.
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native of Bangor, Me., who lived in the East until
1873, when he went to Minnesota, where he farmed

and speculated for six years. In 1880 he came to
Waukegan and in 1883 married Miss Pierce. They
have one son, Fred P.
In his early life Mr. Pierce was a Whig and sup
ported that party until 1844, since which time he
has voted for men and measures, regardless of party
afﬁliations. [10 has never been a man to make
much of- a stir but in a quiet way has thought out
his own work and worked out his own thoughts.
His invention has proved a success ﬁnancially as
well as otherwise and the discoverer has reaped a
good income therefrom. As a citizen he is quiet
and unassuming but deserves to be ranked among
the leading and valued men of the community.

In April 1891 Mr. Buck was elected Supervisor of
Waukegan, notwithstanding his opponent was a
Democrat and had already held the ofﬁce a term.

APT.
Q

CHARLES SAVAGE CARY, dc

[7 ceased, is numbered among the pioneers of

1;;/ Lake County, his arrival dating back to
1836. As he was well known among the early set
tlers his sketch will‘be of interest to those who still
remain. He was born in Marcy Township, Oneida
County, N. Y., December 29, 1806, and was a son
of Samuel and Catherine (Savage) Cary. This
branch of the Cary family traces its origin to one
of three brothers who came from England and set
tled in the New England States; a genealogical rc
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ILLIAM J. BUCK, senior partner of the

firm of Buck Bros. proprietors of the lead
ing meat market of Waukegan, is a native
of this city, where he was born October 23, 1863.

His literary training was received in the common
schools.

()n the 25th of November 1886, he was

united in marriage with Miss Jennie O’Neill, who
who was born in the Empire State, and is a daugh
ter of Joseph and Amelia O’Neill. One child
graces their union, a son, William J., Jr., who was

born in Waukegan, on the 5th of January, 1888.
The subject of this sketch learned the butchering
business in his native city and in 1885 began busi
ness in his present line in company with his brother,
George Buck. They have a large market, ﬁtted
out with the latest and most improved tools and
machinery for working up meat and sausage to suit
the public taste. They have built up a good trade
and their patronage comes from the best citizens
of this community.
Mr. Buck and his wife attend the Presbyterian
Church but are not members. He is a Democrat
in political sentiment and in his social relations is a
Forester, belonging to Court Little Fort, N0., 47,

M. W. A. He also holds membership with Camp
Lake, No. 74, M. W. A., and the Royal Arcanum.

cord is extant tracing them back over two hundred
years. When a young man the father of Mr. Cary
emigrated from Massachusetts to New York, where
he helped survey the then new country and settled
upon a farm which continued to be his home dur
ing the remainder of his life.
Capt. Cary had such opportunities for culture
and education as a new country affords. In
early manhood. he began work on the Erie Canal
and arose step by step until he became Captain of
a packet. The year 1836 witnessed his emigration
to the West. With the Spaldings and others he
visited this county and went on up to Rock county,
Wis., locating a large tract of land near Beloit, but
returned the same year to Oneida County. In the
spring of 1837. he married Miss Harriet Cone,
daughter of Henry and Sophia (Smith) Cone. a
native of Oneida County, born January 3, 1818.
She too was of English descent on her mother’s side,
the latter being related to the noted Bucher
family. A few weeks after his marriage, Capt. Cary
brought his young bride to the West, but instead of
locating on his Wisconsin land, he took a claim in
this county about three miles west of Waukegan.
Subsequently he entered the land from the Govern
ment, cleared, planted and developed it, transform
ing the tract into a rich and fertile farm. At the
time of his arrival Lake County was in its infancy
and gave little promise of future progress or
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present prosperity. A market was so far away
that he kept supplies for sale upon his farm; thus
in a small way he began merchandising. which busi
ness he subsequently carried on in Waukegan. He
was also engaged in the provision and packing
business and was recognized as one of the progres
sive and enterprising citizens of the community.
In connection with Samuel Cone, he kept the ﬁrst
real hotel in Waukegan, called the Exchange Hotel.
He was successful as a farmer and as a business
man as well, and his prosperity was not used for
selﬁsh ends alone for others shared the beneﬁts of
his success. He was charitable as Well as hospit
able and in all his dealings was scrupulously honest.
He was a member of the Odd Fellows fraternity
and was for some time an Alderman of Waukegan.
Mrs. Cary died on the 23d of January, 1858,

and the Captain passed away June 29, 1859. Their
family consisted of three children. all of whom
survive. Joseph S. wedded Mary Sliker and is an
assayer in Montana; Eliza M. resides in Waukegan;
and Fannie H., wife of Dr. Charles R. Wells, is
living in Wauconda, this county. Of those who
came to Lake County as early as Capt. Cary only
a few remain and they must soon join him in the
land beyond.

" \ ON. ANSEL n. coon, retired, is well
i i ‘

known as a prominent and influential citi
zen, not only in Lake County but through

out Northeastern lllinois.

He has an ex
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country sailed to the New World where he hoped
to ﬁnd peace and liberty. On the maternal side Mr.
Cook is descended from Connecticut’s ﬁrst Gover
nor. Both families were represented in the Revo
lutionary War by the grandfathers of our subject
and their members have in many ways won dis
tinction.
Ansel Cook after attending the common schools
of his native town entered Brainard Academy,
from which institution he was graduated. It was
his intention to pursue a collegiate course but fail
ing health frustrated this plan and he began learn
ing the stone-cutter’s trade. This disappointment
proved one of the blessings of his life, for the work

which he took up when he found that he could not
continue his studies has made him not only well
to-do but a prominent man as well.
He worked at his chosen occupation in his native
State until 1845 when he started Westward, arriv

ing in Chicago on the 2d of May. There he en
gaged in contracting in the stonemason’s trade,
continuing the business until 1865. From the time
of his arrival he took prominence among the lead_
ing business men of the city. In the autumn of
1862 he was nominated by the Builders and Trad
er’s Association of Chicago as a candidate for the
Legislature from his district, which included the
West Side and nine country towns. Those were
trying times in the State of Illinois for those who
held Republican views. Only two votes were re
quired to make the Legislature two-thirds Demo- cratic. On the expiration of his ﬁrst term Mr.
Cook was again elected on the issue that the pro
visions of the State Constitution were being vio

metropolis,

lated in the matter of letting the contracts for

where for many years he made his home and was
accounted one of its enterprising business men. He
is now living in Libertyville. Mr. Cook was born
in Haddam, Middlesex County, Conn., August 18,
1823, and is a son of Willard and Abigail (Brain
ard) Cook. In direct line he traces his ancestry

prison labor, the lessees of the contracts being the
State Commissioner, the Speaker of the House of
1863. a Senator of that year and the Chairman of
the Penitentiary Committee of the same session.
After a thorough and searching investigation Mr.
Cook ascertained that each of the above parties had
a one-fourth interest in the contract previous to its
passage by the Legislature of that session, and his
investigation and vigorous opposition resulted in
the abrogation of the contracts and the placing of
the prisoners under the direct control of the State,
where it has since remained. Our subject has re

tensive acquaintance in the State‘s

back to the Pilgrim fathers, who in 1620, landed

from the “Mayﬂower” upon the Massachusetts shore
at Plymouth Rock. The great-great—grandfather
of our subject was one of that noble band. He had
ﬂed from England to Holland to escape persecu
tion during religious troubles and from the latter
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ceived very complimentary mention for honest
endeavors to prevent the glaring fraud upon the
people of the State, and his labors certainly merit
the praise he has receiVed.
As acontractor Mr. Cook bad in charge the lay
ing of the large ﬂag-stone walks of Chicago; in fact
he laid the ﬁrst walks of that kind in the city. He
was also the contractor who had in charge the ma

son work of the old water-works. Since the great
ﬁre of 1871 he built seVeral of the largest and ﬁnest
blocks in the city, among which are the American
Express ofﬁce, the Tuttle and the Bryant Blocks, and
he superintendcd all the mason and carpenter work
connected with the North and South Side cable
lines, which occupied ﬁve years. He was chair
man of the building committee which erected the

City Hall. It is an exact counterpart of the Cook
County Court House in architectural design. The
ground upon which it stands belonged to Cook
County and by the agreement of the City Council
with the County Commissioners the two buildings
were to be alike in appearance.

At that time

(1876-77) Mr. Cook was Alderman from the
Eleventh Ward and was President of the Council
by election. Being a practical mechanic and well
posted on the nature and character of building
‘ material he very naturally manifested great inter~
est in the selection of stone from which to erect
the magniﬁcent structure, the City Hall.
The County Commissioners selected the La
mont stone for the Court House but Alderman
Cook opposed its selection for the City Hall, giv
ing his reasons which Were backed by scientific

the holes which the action of the elements would
cause in the walls and ﬁfty years would neces
sitate the

tearing down of the building, if it

did not fall down sooner. In six years the spalls
began to fall and the seventh year after the build
ing was erected $150,000 was expended in cutting
down the cornices and otherwise adding to the
general safety of passersby, and notwithstanding
this expenditure stones are continually falling.
On the other hand the City Hall, the original
cost of which was less than half the cost of the
Court House. exactly the same size and architect
ural design, is as good as when erected and will
last for ages without a dollar’s expense on the ex
terior walls. This fact indicates Mr. ,‘ook’s most
excellent judgment, which is now fully appreciated
by those who were his most violent opponents at
the time. The names of the building committee
have been written in gold on marble tablets adorn
ing the interior walls of the City Hall and were
placed there at the suggestion of the Hon. Carter
Harrison, Mayor of Chicago.
From the public career of Mr. Cook we. now
turn to his private life. He has been twice married.
On the 2d of December, i849, he wedded Miss

Helen Maria Foster, daughter of Dr. J. H. Foster,
of Libertyville, who was the ﬁrst practicing phy
sicia in Lake County. She was born in Burlington,
Vt., March 3, 1829, and was killed in a railroad

accident at Oak Glen, on the Chicago, Milwau
kee & St. Paul Railroad.

She left no children,

the two born of their union having died in infancy.
Mr. Cool: was again married February 2, I882,

examination and thirty years’ practical experience

in Meriden, N. 11., to Annie E. Barrows, who was

in stone-cutting and building. The stone which
he recommended to the City Council and which

and Lydia C. (Smith) Barrows.

was adopted by the building committee, the lied
ford stone, is very similar in color yet not exactly

like the Lamont stone. This slight difference
called forth the most intense opposition from the
principal papers of the city. In a speech which he
delivered before the City Council Mr. Cook said
that ten years would not elapse until the Lamont
stone would begin to spall off and endanger the
heads of pcdestrians,t0 say nothing of the damage

to the buildings; that twenty-live years would
not elapse until the birds could build their nests in

born April 12, 184l,and is a daughter of John J.

The adopted

daughter of our subject, Ida F. Cook, is now the

wife of Dr. Albert B. Strong, a practicing physi
cian of Chicago, who resides at No. 533 Monroe
Street. She was educated at Lake Geneva Semin
ary, from which institution she was graduated in
1874. The Doctor isa graduate of Rush Med
ical College of Chicago, in which popular institu
tion he was a professor for several years.

He is

now engaged in the private practice of medicine
and surgery and has an enviable reputation as a
physician.
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In 1866 Mr. Cook removed to Libertyville but
continued to do business in the city. In 1867 he
was elected Supervisor from his township and in
the fall of 1868 was elected to represent Lake
County in the General Assembly. In the fall of
1871, right after the Chicago ﬁre, he removed to
the city and continued his residence there until the
spring of 1889, when he returned to Libertyville.
He has now retired from public life, having spent
the greater part of his mature years in active busi
ness. He enjoyes a competence which has been
acquired through his own efforts and which is suf
ﬁcient to supply him with the comforts and luxu
ries of life. In politics he was ﬁrst a Whig, then
a Free-soiler, and since the organization of the
party has been a stalwart Republican, taking a

prominent part in political affairs and doing much
for the advancement of the cause which he advo
cates.
Mr. Cook holds membership with the First Con
gregational Church in Chicago and belongs to Lib
ertyville Lodge, No. 492, A. F. & A. M.; Wauke
gan Chapter and Commandery, and the Chicago
Consistory, having attained to the Thirty-second
degree. He is also a member of the Illinois Sons
of American Revolution. The life of Mr. Cook
has been eminently a successful one. By his own
merits he has arisen to an honored position where
he is held in the highest esteem by all. IIis public
and private career have alike been above reproach
and even his political enemies accord him their
respect. We feel that Lake County’s history would
be incomplete without his sketch and take pleasure
in presenting this record to our readers.
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Rodemeyer, and their children were all born in the
Fatherland. Fred the eldest, is now a carpenter of
Iowa; Richard still makes his home in Germany;
Henry is the next younger; and Dora and Eliza live
in Germany. The father of this family died about
thirty-two years ago and the death of his wife oc
curred some twenty-ﬁve years since. They were
members of the Lutheran Church.
I'Ienry Holtje, whose name heads this notice, is a
self-made man. At the age of fourteen years he
began life for himself as a farm hand, working in

that capacity until 1854, when he bade'good-by to
his old home and sailed for America. He at once
went to Chicago and thence to Michigan, where he
worked in the lumber mills and woods for two
years, coming to Lake County in 1856. He then
engaged in operating various rented farms for four
years, when in 1860, he made his ﬁrst purchase,
consisting of forty acres on section 18, Vernon
Township. The success which has attended his
efforts is evident from the statement that his landed
possessions now aggregate four hundred and
twenty-ﬁve acres all in one body. The many im
provements upon the farm are nearly all the work
of his hands and stand as monuments to his thrift
and enterprise. He erected agood residence, built
large barns and has now a well-equipped farm, one
of the best in the township. He makes a specialty
of dairying, doing an extensive business in that
line.
In Ela Township, Mr. IIoltjc was united in mar
riage with Miss Charlotte Scharninghaussen, also a
native of Hanover, their marriage being celebrated
in October, 1856.

Unto them has been born but

one child, a son, Herman, who married Amelia

trade, which business he followed in pursuit of

Bock and is now living on a part of the home
farm. Under the parental roof he was reared to
manhood and in the public schools his education
was acquired. He is a wide-awake and enterprising
young man and for two years has held the office of
Assessor of his township. Mr. and Mrs. Holtjc
have also given a home to their nephew, William
Kruger.
The subject of this sketch has served as Com
missioner of Highways for six years but has never
sought public ofﬁce, preferring to devote his time

fortune throughout his life.

and attention to his business interests.

WM
1 ENRY HOLTJE, a representative farmer
\l and dairyman of Vernon Township residing
6 on section 18, where he has made his home

7

for the long period of thirty consecutive

years, was born in Hanover, Germany, August 23,

1830. His father, Christian IIoltje, was born and
reared in the same locality and was a carpenter by
He married Illsce

lIe cast his
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ballot with the Republican party until Tilden was
nominated for the Presidency, since which time he
has been a Democrat. He is an inﬂuential man in
county conventions which be frequently attends as
a delegate. He now has a large property as the
result of his own eﬂforts and is numbered among the
substantial citizens of the community. When Mr.
Holtje came to America he had 8100 in gold which
he soon afterward loaned, taking a note payable at
a certain day, but the note is still in his possession,
so he virtually began life in the New World with no
cash capital. He is a member of the Lutheran
Church and a man who in the years of his residence
here has won many friends by his upright life. He
need never have occasion to regret that he left
Germany for his efforts have been attended with
prosperity and he has established a pleasant home
and made many pleasant acquaintances.

wees—w
1

R. JOSEPH E. KARR, of Antioch, has won
high rank among the leading physicians
of this county. He was born in LaFayette,
Ind., June

17, 1842, and is descended

from an early Colonial family. His grandfather
was a native of Pennsylvania, and removed to
Chillicothe, Ohio, when it was an Indian village on

the western frontier. During his residence there
he enlisted and served as an ofﬁcer of the War of
1812, and was present at Hull's surrender. As
Ohio was becoming more thickly settled he re
moved to Indiana. Later he became one of the
early settlers of Illinois, and at length died upon
his son’s claim in Iowa. He loved the rugged,
wild and exciting life of a pioneer, and always
made his home upon the frontier. He wasa promi
nent local politician and a man well calculated to
aid in the upbuilding of a community where enter
prise and a progressive spirit are needed.
Adam 'I‘. Karr, father of the Doctor, was born

near Chillicothe, and reared upon the farm. He
was educated in his old home, a private tutor being
employed to train the children of several families
in the neighborhood. While a young man he re
moved to Indiana, where he met and married Re

becca Pippin, who was born in La Fayette, that
State, where her father followed farming. In
1847, they removed to Illinois. locating in Cham
plain County, which was then so will and unsettled
that numbers of deer were frequently seen, and
wolves often made the night hideous with their
howling. The greater part of the land was also in
the possession of the Government.
Mrs. Karr
died in this State in 1865. Mr. Karr made his
home in Illinois until sixty-four years of age and
died in Caldwell County, Mo., in 1889, at the age
of seventy-two years. The children of the family
are Joseph E. of this sketch; Mary, James and
William, deceased; Andrew, a resident farmer of
Texas; Margaret, deceased; Nannie, who is living

in Atlantic, Iowa; and Charles who died at the age
of twenty-one. Mr. Karr was a Democrat in poli
tics, and his worth and ability secured for him
many local ofﬁces. He kept himself well informed
on political affairs and on topics of general inter
est, in fact was a man of more than average intel
lectual ability. In his social relations he was a
Mason,.and in religious belief a Presbyterian, a
faithful member of his church.

N0 event of special importance occurred in the
childhood and youth of Dr. Karr, who was reared
in the usual manner of farmer lads. Ile needed
not the training of a gymnasium as he had plenty
of exercise having to begin work upon the farm as
soon as large enough. In the school room he mani
fested a strong mind and love of knowledge, and
at the age of ﬁfteen entered the academy of Cham
paign City, where he continued his studies for ﬁve
years. The last two years of that time being de
voted to the reading of medical works under the
direction of Dr. John McHngh, a prominent and
leading physician. He then attended one course
of lectures at Rush Medical College of Chicago,
and at the age of twenty-two graduated from
Miami College of Ohio. At once he entered upon
the practice of his chosen profession, his ﬁrst loca
tion being at Centerville, Piatt County, Ill., where
he remained two years. He then opened an ofﬁce
in Mahomet, Ill., and for ten years there engaged
in a successful practice. His residence in Lake
County dates from June, 1878, when he located in

Antioch.

1n the thirteen years which have since
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elapsed his practice has steadily increased until it
has now assumed large proportions.
In 1885, Dr. Karr was united in marriage with
Miss Anna I. Pittman, a native of Chippewa
Falls, Wis, and a daughter of Frank Pittman, one

of the early settlers of this county.

Unto them

has been born one child, a son, unnamed.

The

DOctor is connected with the Medical Society of
this county, and was also a member of the Cham
paign Medical Society. He has made his profession
a life study, and is a well-known and successful

physician with a lucrative practice of which he is
justly deserving. Socially, he is an Odd Fellow and
also holds membership with Lodge No. 42, A. F. &
A. M., of Salem, Wis. He cast his ﬁrst Presiden
tial vote in 1864, for Abraham Lincoln,with whom

he was well acquainted, Lincoln being a friend of
the family and often visiting at his home. Since
that time however, the Doctor has usually sup
ported the Democratic party, but does not identify
himself closely with any political organization.
Both he and his wife are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.

~~—--%~*M-—-—
ON. DANIEL BREWER, attorney-at-law
, and surveyor, came to Waukegan in the

summer of 1846, therefore is numbered
among the early settlers of the county. He
was born in Providence, R. I., on September 29,

1814, and is a son of Simeon and Eunice (Macy)
Brewer. His father was a native of Springﬁeld,
Mass, and was a batter by trade, which business

he followed for many years. His wife was born in
Nantucket and both she and her husband belonged
to the Society of Friends.
The subject of this sketch left home at the age
of thirteen years and went to live with a bachelor
uncle in 'l‘aunton, Mass, with whom he remained

until he had attained his majority. He determined
to make the practice of law his life work and ﬁtted
himself for the profession in the Bay State. At
tracted by the glowing prospects of the West he
started for Illinois, principally for the purpose of
buying and selling Government lands. At New Har
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mony in Indiana, he purchased a horse and saddle
and rode to Vandalia, the then Capital of Illinois
and proceeded on horseback, solitary and alone
across the then almost uninhabited prairie to the
village of Ottawa. Here he learned from travelers
that Chicago was a low, swampy marsh, undesirable
to live in, and he turned his course to the south

west, and made his home for a year or two in the
vicinity of Peoria, Pekin and Fremont. Subse
quently he crossed the Mississippi into Iowa and
built the ﬁrst house in Wapello, Louisa County,
where he tookacontract for surveying Government
land in that county. In 1838 he was elected mem
ber of the Iowa Legislature and as such took quite
an active part in locating the State Capital at Iowa
City. He was one of the Commissioners for laying
out the territorial road from Burlington to the new
territorial capitol. He remained in Wapello until
1846 engaged in mercantile and other pursuits.
After coming to Lake County he engaged in mer“
chandising for six years, after which he gave his
attention to other pursuits and public duties.

For

many years he has engaged in surveying and still
occasionally carries on that line of business. In
1854, he entered the Recorder's oﬁice as Deputy
and continued there until 1860. He was elected
City Marshall in 1861, to the position of Assessor
in 1864, and was admitted to the bar in March,
1868. The foll0wing year he was elected City Clerk
of Waukegan, was re-elected and served seven years
consecutively, after which he was elected Justice of
the Peace in 1872 and held that ofﬁce eight years.
On June 24, 1840, Mr. Brewer was united in
marriage with Serena 1). Berry, the wedding taking
place in Victoria, Knox County. The lady was
born in Barnstead, Bclknap County, N. H., October
3, 1823, and came West with her parents in 1834.
They traveled all the distance to Illinois with teams
and settled in 'I‘azewell County. Mr. Berry and
his wife were both from Barnstead, N. H., and died
in Illinois where they were pioneer settlers. Mr.
and Mrs. Brewer have had ﬁve children, four of
whom are living—Ruth Anna, the eldest, died in
infancy; Charles married Celestia Shaul of Wau
kcgan and resides in Hyde Park, Chicago, being

employed by Gage Bros. of that city; Simeon W.
married Lavina Kerll and is engaged in the grocery
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and market business in Chicago; Francis U. wedded
Viola David and makes his home in the same city;

Elizabeth,the widow of William Slocum, resides
with her parents and is a member of the Baptist
Church.
Mr. Brewer is a Master Mason and was early
connected with Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, A. F.
dz A. M. He has done considerable literary work
as a contributor to the local press, his articles on
the tariﬁ’ question and on the adoption of the city

charter attracting much attention and favorable
comment. Mr. Brewer has been a Notary Public
since 1856 and does conveyancing and making
examinations of titles. He is a Democrat in poli
tics and has done considerable campaign work as a
speaker and organizer. He began his political Work
on the stump in Louisa County, Iowa, in 1838,
when a candidate for the Territorial Legislature of
that commonwealth and although then twenty-four
years of age, he was looked upon as a boy, being
smooth faced, but he soon disabused the minds of
the politicians of the Whig party and made a suc
cessful canvass.
'

wonderful changes which transformed the county
from a wild unbroken wilderness to fertile ﬁelds
and comfortable homes.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cary were born a family of
ﬁve children as follows: Kate A., who became the

wife of Calvin ‘C. Fuller, died in 1891; William
G., died in early manhood; Horace S. was married
and at his death left two children, Mrs. Anna C.

Hills of Chicago, and James H. Cary of New York
City; Mrs. Margaret A. Merrill has two children,
Florence and George; and Edward S. died in the
prime of life.
There are few left to tell the story of the pio
neer life of Lake County, and in order to perpetu
ate the history of her early settlers we must do it
by written record. For this purpose the BIOGRA
PHICAL ALBUM is compiled and it aﬂ‘ords us pleas
ure to present to the readers this sketch of Mr.
Cary, who was so long a well and favorably known

citizen of Waukegan.

“WW
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settler of the town of Deer-ﬁeld, now de
ceased, dated his arrival in Lake County
(Dirom August, 1837, becoming therefore one
of its earliest settlers. He was born within four
miles of Bridelington, Yorkshire, England, in 1793,
and was a son of Robert Daggitt. The early years
of his boyhood were spent in the usual manner in
which lads pass their time but at the age of four
teen he was apprenticed to the carpenter’s trade, at
which he served a term of seven years, or until
twenty-one years of age. He then traveled for
two or three years, working as a journeyman car
penter. In 1817, he was united in marriage with
(_>

' AMES G. CARY, deceased. \Vith the early
history of Lake County, the Cary brothers
are inseparably connected. Our subject,
accompanied by his brother, Capt. Charles
8., left the East in 1836, to try his fortune on the
broad prairies of the West and for many years was
identiﬁed with the agricultural and commercial in
terests in this locality. He was a native of Oneida
County, IN. Y., born in 1804, and there married
Ann Jenkins, an aunt of Edward J. Whitehead of

State celebrity. Unlike most of the early comers,
Mr. Cary brought a wife with him and in true pio
neer style they began life in the West. Having
farmed for many years, he at length abandoned
that pursuit and removed to Waukegan where he
embarked in merchandising. He died in that city
in 1874. a man highly esteemed for his many good
qua l ities. His wife had passed away many years
previous. They were typical pioneers and highly
respected people. Mr. Cary lived to see many

Miss Martha Lightholder, and unto them was born
a family of ten children, ﬁve sons and ﬁve daugh

ters. In 1833, the mother died and the following
year, Mr. Daggitt married Miss Elizabeth Mitchell.
In 1837, he emigrated with his family to Amer

ica, bringing all the children except the eldest who
had died in England. At this writing, in 1891,
only two sons and two daughters are now living.

On reaching America, Mr. Daggitt came direct to
Illinois, and settled on the farm which is now the
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property of his son, Thomas, and which is situated
on section 36, town of East Deerﬁeld. then in Me

chry but now in Lake County. When Mr. Dag
gitt bought his claim of a quarter-section the land
was not in market and the Indians had been re
moved only one year previous. The country was
a perfect wilderness, wild game of all kinds was
abundant but the comforts of civilization were few
and not easily accessible. Chicago was the near
est trading post and the roads in the wet seasons of
the year were impassable, in fact. Indian trails

which he is today. He has devoted his entire at
tention to general farming and stock-raising. and
by his neighbors and all who know him he is spoken
of as one of the leading and enterprising farmers
of the community. At the age of seventeen years
he took upon himself the entire management of the
home farm and the care of his parents.

When he

he too passed away. They were respected citizens
of the community, worthy pioneers, and their
deaths were mourned by many friends and acquain

began for himself he had no capital save an indus
trious disposition and a determination to succeed,
yet he has made of his life a signal success,
winning a competence which now numbers him
among the substantial citizens of the community.
In 1881, he purchased one hundred and four and a
half acres of cultivated land in Antioch Township,
within four miles of the village of Antioch, and so
many improvements has he placed upon it- that he
has made it one of the most valuable farms of its

tances.

size in the county.

were about all the early settlers had at ﬁrst in the

way of r0ads.

Mrs. Daggitt died in 1867, Mr.

Daggitt surviving his wife until June, 1871, when

In 1891. be erected a ﬁne

large barn at a cost of 95950, the dimensions of
___.2@E)>2._d

which are 40x60 feet and it has twenty-six feet

70HN SPAFFORD, one of the progressive
and enterprising farmers of Antioch 'l‘own
ship, residing on section 1, is a native of
. , Wisconsin, and is of English descent. lle
$1.1m youngest in a family of ﬁve children, and

posts. It furnishes ample accommodation for eight
horses, fourteen cows and will hold eighty tons of
hay. His home is a comfortable and commodious
residence and the neat appearance of the place in
dicates the care of a thrifty manager.

Mr. Spafford cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for

His father, Abner

Gen. Grant and has since been a supporter of the

Spafford, was a native of England, and emigrated

Republican party. He keeps well informed con
cerning the political issues of the day but has never
sought or desired public ofﬁce, although many
times he might have served in a public position
had he not declined to do so. He is a warm friend
of the cause of education and of all interests which
tend to benefit or elevate the community. He ex

was born September 17, 1851.

to America at the age of ﬁfty years. He made his
ﬁrst location in New Hampshire. whence he re

‘moved to Michigan, and later went to Wisconsin.
where he entered one hundred and sixty acres of
Government land and engaged in farming. He
married Sarah Morey, a native of Michigan, and

unto them were born the following children: Abner
who is now deceased; Charlotte, wife of Hiram

Knox, a farmer residing in Liberty ville; Julia M.
and John, both deceased; and John of this sketch.

The death of the father occurred at the age of
eighty-three years and the mother died when sixty
six years of age.
In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject
was reared to manhood and in the common schools
his education was acquired. His opportunities
were not very extended but he made the most of
his advantages, and his keen perception and quick

ness have made him a successful business man

pects to make this his home for years to come, and
in the community where he resides he is held in

high regard for his sterling worth. integrity and
upright life.

1*

‘JEECIIER HITCHCOCK, one of the early
4 settlers of Lake County and a respected
citizen of Waukegan. was born in Cortland
/ County, N. Y., December 19, 1812, and was

a son of Oliver and Chloe (Beecher) Hitchcock.
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was a Congregational Minister.
His father
who was born in Connecticut, made farm
ing his life occupation and was a highly
esteemed Christian gentleman. In his native State
he married Miss Beecher, a distant relative of the
noted divine, Henry Ward Beecher. She too was a

number of years and owned the first hearse used in
Waukegan, it being drawn by one horse. For some
twenty years he has followed contracting and
under his supervision have been erected dwellings
and business houses in Chicago, residences in Evans
ton and other surrounding towns beside many
houses and barns in the country. He has built ten

native of Connecticut, but her parents removed to

stores in Waukegan and some ﬁne residences, hav

His

grandfather, the

Rev.

Oliver

Hitchcock,

Broome County, N. Y., where her father engaged
in farming and served asSheriff 0f the county.
Mr. and Mrs. Hitchcock, on leaving their 'native
State, also went to New York, making their journey
on horseback and carrying with them their child
and all their worldly goods. After living many
years in Cortland County, they removed to
Cayuga County, where the mother died at the age
of forty-ﬁve years, leaving ﬁve children, three sons
and two daughters. In 1843, Mr. Hitchcock, ac
companied by his two daughters and his youngest
son, came by wagon to Lake County, 111., and
settled near Libertyville where he resided until
within a short time of his death, when he went to
make his home with a daughter in Minnesota, where
he died at the age of eighty years. Both he and
his wife were members of the Congregational
Church.
Our subject was the second child and is the only
member of the family_now living. It thus becomes
_ his duty to perpetuate their history so that future
generations may know something concerning their
ancestry. Until sixteen years of age, he spent his
life on a farm, after which he served a ﬁve years’
apprenticeship to the cabinet-maker’s trade. In
Madison County, N. Y., on the 8th of January,
1835, he married Emily Rice, who was born in that
county. November 18, 1812. They became parents
of three children— William D., now a lumber mer
chant of Chicago; Chloe A., wife of Francis Porter
of Waukegan, and Harvey R., who is employed in
a commission house in Chicago.
In 1845, Mr. Hitchcock arrived in that city and

ing, probably put up more edifices than any other
man in the town. His honesty and fair dealing
were proverbial and it was a recognized fact that
his work would be ﬁrst- class. He built six county
bridges and was the contractor for the ﬁrst swing
bridge in Manitowoc, “’13., which at that time was

considered the best in the State. His life has been
a busy one yet he has found time to devote to pub
lic interests, but has never been an ofﬁcial aspirant,
although he held the office of Street Commissioner
some time. Politically he was a Demoerat until
the war and since has supported the Republican
party.

'

Mr. Hitchcock is a member of the Baptist Church
as was his ﬁrst wife who died on the 19th of July.
1847. lie was again married October 6, 1848, Mrs,
Mary Porter becoming his wife. The lady was born
in Sophiasburg. Canada, March 7. 1814, and is a
daughter of Gideon and Mary (Garrison) Gardner,
the former a native of Machias, Me., and the latter
of Dutchess County N. Y. Her paternal grand
father was a Quaker and consequently took no part,
in war, but her grandfather Garrison served in the
War of 1812.

Mr. and Mrs. Gardner, when young,

emigrated with their respective families to Canada
where they were married and spent the remainder
of their lives. lie was a cooper by trade and also
carried on farming. Both were members of the

Society of Friends and used the language of that
people. Their family numbered nine children, four
sons and ﬁve daughters, of whom ﬁve are still liv

ing.

Mary Gardner, who Was the ﬁfth child, on

the 13th of October, 1834, became the wife of

the following year came to Little Fort, now Wau

James H. Porter, who was born in Vermont, in

kegan.

May, 1810, and when a young man went to Canada.
In 1845, they removed to Little Fort where he died
July 4, 1846. He was a mason by trade, a member
of the Methodist Church and a man of high Christ
ian character. He left ﬁve children—Emily, wife

llaving previously purchased

a lot he

went into the timber, cut logs and took them to the
sawmill, and from the lumber thus made, he built

a steam chair factory in which he employed some
twelve men. He also carried on undertaking for a
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of John W. Hull of Waukegan, died May 12, 1891;
Mary E., wife of Capt. A. Z. Blodgett of Wau
kegan; James H., a real-estate dealer of Denver,
001.; Cyrus E. who is travelling for the ﬁrm of
Chapman dz Co., of Chicago; and Elizabeth who
died when seven months old. When Mr. Porter

wheelwright of ltlaywood; Reuben C., whose sketch
appears elsewhere in this work; and Frances A.,
who died at the age of seven years.
Morris S. Hill was a young man of twenty-one
when be accompanied his parents to Illinois. Sev

came to Lake County, he had but little, but his

ried Miss Terrissa Mills, a native of Chemung
County, N. Y., born March 6, 1830, and a daughter
of Peter and Fannie (Wickham) Mills. Grand_
father George A. Mills was the founder of Havana.
Chemnng County, N. Y., and was an extensive
grist and saw mill owner and operator. Through
out the Revolutionary \Var he served the cause of
Independence, and the musket as well as the powder
horn, carried during his service are still in the pos
session of the family.
Peter Mills was born in Chemung County, June
1, 1796. and his wife a native of Orange County,
was born September 1, 1804. They were married

widow has managed the business successfully, keep
ing what was left her and adding thereto. She now
owns ﬁve acres of land within the city limits, on
which are two houses, besides two good residences
and three brick stores on Genesee Street. She
possesses excellent business qualiﬁcations and is a
lady of more than average ability. 'Both Mr. and
Mrs. Hitchcock are held in high esteem by the
citizens of Waukegan.

awe—~5—
/\/ ORRIS SETH HILL, who is engaged in
\ farming on section 25, Waucouda Town
ship, claims New York as the State of his
nativity. The place of his birth was in
Steuben County and the date May 24, 1823. He
is the eldest of seven children, two sons and ﬁve
daughters, born unto Seth and Deborah Ann(Clark)
Hill. IIis paternal grandfather, Reuben Hill, was
a Revolutionary hero, and a stanch Federalist in
politics. The father, Morris Hill, who was born in
Washington County, N. Y., August 25, 1799, is
now an honored resident of Wauconda. Although
he has reached the age of ninetytwo years he is
enjoying good health and retains his mental facul
ties to awonderful degree. His wife, who was
born in New York, September 8, 1803, died July

19, 1874, and was
etery. They had
Kane County, Ill.,
up their residence

interred in the Waucouda Cem
come West in 1844, locating in
and the following spring took
in this county. Their children

are Morris, of this sketch; Mary Ann, wife of
Edwin Fletcher, a speculator and money-loancr;
Jerusha, wife of Stebbins Ford, whose sketch ap
pears elsewhere in this work; Sarah M., wife of W.

H. Seymour, whose sketch appears elsewhere; Eliza
Jane, wife of Ambrose Bangs, a farmer of Iowa;
Lucy, wife of Albert Calkins, a carpenter and

eral years later, on the 24th of May, 1849, he mar

in Havana, January 1, 1823. Mr. Mills was hon
ored with the position of Sheriff of Chemung,

though his principal occupation was farming. In
the fall of 1835 he moved to Aurora, 111., when he
was visited the next spring by his father, who not
liking the country, induced his .son to return to
Chemung County. The year 1838 witnessed the
arrival of Peter Mills and family in Lake County,

where he made his home until his death. His first
home was on a claim which had been bought, as a
mill site by his father, “unsight and unseen,” and

which now adjoins the village of Wauconda.

Mr.

Mills was the ﬁrst Postmaster 0f Waucouda, and

the ﬁrst Supervisor of Wauconda Township, after
township organization was effected. Politically,
he was a Democrat until the rise of the Republican
party with which he was ever after identiﬁed. On
the 18th of March, 1864, he was called to his ﬁnal
rest, and his wife followed November 27, 1881.

They were people whose sterling worth was uni
versally recognized.
Their family consisted of
thirteen children, ﬁve sons and eight daughters, of
whom nine grew to maturity and four still abide:
These are Melissa Samson, who resides in Chicago;
Mrs. Hill, of this sketch; Thomas J., who possesses
the revolutionary relics referred to, isa resident
of Sioux Falls, 5. Dak.; Andrew J., is a fruit

grower of Washington.
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Mrs. Hill’s cousin, La Fayette Mills, drew the
ﬁrst plat of \Vauconda village, which is still in the
possession of Justus Bangs; also he was the ﬁrst
Township Clerk of Wauconda Township.
Mr. and Mrs. M. S. Hill became the parents of

but when the Republican party was organized
joined its ranks and has since supported it by his
ballot. He has served as Township Clerk and was
also Assistant Postmaster in Wauconda. He was

one son, Clarence Mortimer, who is engaged in

G. A. R., in which he served as Chaplain for a

merchandising in Chicago. He was educated in
the Wauconda Academy and learned the trade of
a harnessmaker but never followed it as a business.
He wedded Miss Mary E. Ault, a native of Missis
sippi and by their union three children have been
born: Clarence, Lulu and Sadie. In 1882, Mr. C.

number of years and is also connected with Wau
conda Lodge, No. 268, A. F. dz A. M. Both he
and his wife are consistent and faithful members of
the Baptist Church of Wauconda and their untiring
efforts and liberal support have done much to keep
the church in a progressive condition. In the so
cial world they also rank high and their friends in
the community are many. Mr. Hill was instru
mental in having the Wauconda Cemetery Asso
ciation incorporated and was President of its Board
of Trustees for six years. He came to this county
when Chicago was the nearest market and the now
beautiful city of Waukegan was a little village
known as Little Fort. Many of the poles of the
Indian wigwams were still standing on, or near his
farm, and the work of improvement seemed scarcely
begun. He has been an eye-witness of almost the
entire growth of the city and township and has
done no inconsiderable part in their upbuilding.

M. Hill was called upon to mourn the loss of his

wife who died June 23, and was interred in the
cemetery at Wauconda, where a monument marks
her last resting-place. He remarried in 1886, his
second union being with Miss Carrie A. Burnham,
a native of Maine, then residing in Boston.
When the late war was in progress, our subject
enlisted on the 9th of August, 1862, in Company
B, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry and was ordered
to Camp Rockford, lll., where the regiment re
mained a month and was then sent to Covington,
Ky., on the 11th of October. Our subject was
, assigned to the position of Commissary Sergeant
of his regiment and while engaged in loading the
supplies into the large Government wagons, slipped
and fell, injuring his back. but his indomitable
will and courage kept him from going to the hos
pital and he remained with his company until ﬁnally
discharged at the order of the surgeon who saw
that he had been unﬁtted for duty by the injuries
he had sustained. He was discharged January 25,
1863, having faithfully served his country until
physical disability made it no longer possible.
He returned to Harrisburg, and then went to Cin
cinnati, whence he journeyed to Chicago and on to
Lake County.
Previous to this time Mr. Hill had engaged in
merchandising in \VaucOnda and again took charge
of the store which he carried on until 1878, or for
a period of fifteen years, when he sold out his busi
ness and purchased his present beautiful home on
the east bank of Lake Bangs, where he owns thirty
acres of ﬁnely improved land and an elegant resi
dence. In politics he was ﬁrst a Democrat and on
attaining his majority voted for Martin Van Buren

a charter member of Wauconda Post, No. 368,

“L
ARMON HENRY MOHRMANN,deeeased,
TN was a successful business man of Wauke
gan, who for years was prominently identi

ﬁed with the interests of the city, especially
in commercial circles. He was born in Hanover,
Germany, July 17, 1836, and in his youth was
inured to the hardships of farm life. He received
a fair education in his native language, and after
ward gained a fund of useful knowledge through
reading, experience and observation. In 1853,
when seventeen years of age he sailed for the New
World, and after a voyage of forty-seven days
reached New York.

The same year he continued

his travels to Waukegan and made this city his
home as long as he lived. Here he learned the
baker's trade of V. Peters, in whose employ he re
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maincd until about twenty-ﬁve years of age. In
the year 1860. we ﬁnd him en route for California.
Ile traveled via New York and the Isthmus of
Panama, and at length reached Jackson, in that

houses and also has a good residence adjoining her
business property facing on County Street. All
this is the result of the combined efforts of herself
and husband.

State, where he worked at his trade for nine
months. after which he returned home and sailed
for his native land. Three months were spent in
visiting the scenes of his boyhood, and the many

> £7 "~53 wiaﬁ-ﬁéw"ébﬂr—t+~

ARLICY ll. HENDEE, deceased.

friends of his youth who, like himself, had grown

to mature years. He then again came to his
adopted country, bringing with him his sister, now
the widow of Edward Zeigler of Waukegan. llis
parents and his other sister remained in the Father
land. Shortly after his return he opened a bakery
on his own account and carried on operations in
that line until his death.
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It is to

l the pioneers that the county owes its pres

ter of Nicholas and Elizabeth (Wetzel) Wetzel,

ent prosperity and advancement. They bore
the hardships and trials of frontier life in
order to gain homes for their families and in sodo
ing laid the foundation of all in which the people
of to-day now take a just pride. Among those who
deserve unbounded gratitude for their untiring la
bors in behalf of the community in which they are
located none are more worthy of notice than the
subject of this sketch. Ile was a native of the

both of whom were natives of Lorraine, Germany,
where they grew to maturity and were married. ln

Empire State, born in the town of Hume, Allegany
County, on the 14th of March, 1810, and was a

1853, Mr. Wetzel came to the United States, and

son of Richard and Phcebe (Rich) Ilendee. [Tn
der the parental roof he was reared to manhood

On the 26th of September, l863, in Waukegan,

Mr. Mohrmann married Miss Emma Wetzel, daugh

on to Waukegan the same year, working at the ear
penter’s trade. Three years later his wife and
nine children joined him in his new borne and two
children were added to the family after coming
here. Mr. Wetzel died in his seventy-sixth year.
llis widow still survives, being now seventy-five
years of age and her father, who also came to this
country, lived to be eighty-six.

Mrs. Mohrmann

was born in Lorraine, January 25, 1843, and by her

marriage eleven children have been born but ﬁve
died in infancy. The living are William, an attor
ney of Chicago; Katie, 0. teacher in that city;

Anna, Emily. Elizabeth, and J. Leo.
All of the family are Catholics.

Formerly Mr.

Mohrmann was a Republican but in later years he

}

and remained in New York until 1836, when he re

solved to seek his fortune in the West and came to
Chicago where he spent the greater part of the sum
mer and in the autumn he came to Lake County.
He settled in the town of Avon and bought land
of the Government on section 34, and also entered

land in the town of Fremont. His industry and en
terprise soon brought their reward and he was able
to increase his acreage until he owned at the time
of his death five hundred acres of valuable land.
Mr. Ilendec came West a single man and in
January, 1842, in Avon Township, married Miss
Lueina Kingsbury, who was born in Philadelphia,
on Christmas Day, of 1819, and came to Illinois in

owns ﬁve valuable lots on Washington Street, east

l84l with her mother and brothers William and
Jesse; the last two went to California during the
gold fever and died there. Eight children were
born unto them, four sons and four daughters
Cornelia J.; Charles 0., a soldier of Company K,
One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Illinois Infantry,
who died in Paducah, Ky., August, 16, 1864, from
disease contracted in the service: Albert L., Assis
tant County Clerk who is represented elsewhere in

of County Street, on four of which are business

this volume; Benjamin F., who married Emma J.,

afﬁliated with the Democratic party.

He died

May 8, 1889, after a successful business career of
thirty-six years in Waukegan. He possessed energy
and industry, was fair and honest in all his deal

ings and the prosperity which awaited him was but
the just reward of his labors.
Since his death, Mrs. Mohrmann has conducted
the business displaying exceptional ability.

She
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Cable and follows farming in Fremont Township;
thbe A.; Frances L., wife of Henry W. Lamb,

professor of chemistry in the college at Colorado
Springs; Harley H., and Helen L., all married and
residing in the county except as mentioned above.
In early life Mr. Hendee was a Whig and joined
the Republican party at its organization, becoming
one of its stalwart advocates. In his religious
views he was a l'nivcrsalist. He continued his res
idence in Avon Township until his death, which
occurred in February, 1869. His widow is still
living and resides on the old homestead with her
son Harley H. Mr. Hendee was actively engaged
in the real-estate business in the early settlementof
the county. In the local affairs of his township
and county, he was prominent and his judgment
often consulted and much respected. He possessed
a genial disposition, a keen sense of humor and
was always entertaining in conversation. His home
was the abode of that hospitality which character
ized the early homes and a wide circle of friends
delighted there to visit. His integrity was beyond
question and no man stood higher in the estimation
of his fellow-citizens.

An honored type of the

worthy pioneers he deserves to be remembered
with veneration and his name to be placed on the
annals of Lake County.

l'l‘ER PAGE through many long years
followed farming but is now_living a re
tired life at his pleasant home near Rose
l
crans, on section 16. Newport Township.
His career has been rather a varied one and his
travels have made him an interesting companion.
He has lived in England and Canada and near the
Atlantic and Paciﬁc coasts in the United States.
He was born in the Parish of Branscombe. Devon
shire, England. April 16, 1816. His father. James
Page, was also born in Devonshire, where he grew

to manhood and followed the butchering business
until later in life. when he gave his attention to
agricultural pursuits. His father reached the ad
vanced age of one hundred and four years and
James lived to be nearly eighty-eight years of age,

his death occurring at Seaton, England, February
6, 1867. He served as Supervisor of the poor of
the parish and was a highly respected citizen of
the community in which he made his home. He
wedded Mary Lawrence and unto them were born
eight children: John died in Canada; James died
in England at the age of fourteen; Peter, of this
sketch; Richard who died in 1885; Isaac and
Abram, deceased; Sally, Mary and Leah, all living
in England.
The father receiVed very limited educational
advantages and he resolved his children should
not have to contend with the same misfortune.
Our subject therefore, after having attended the
public schools, was placed in Ottry St. Mary’s
Academy, and by a thorough training in useful
branches of learning was ﬁtted for practical busi
ness life. He left home when a young man of eight
een years and crossed the Atlantic to Quebec, Can
ada. where he worked at the butchering business
for four years. During that time he saved up $245
and in 1838, after the time of the Canada Rebel

lion, paid a visit to his old home. On again leaving
his native land he took up his residence in New
York City, where he was employed in a meat mar
ket for a time, afterward engaging in the tanning
business in Loekport, N. Y., for ﬁve years.

In 1849 gold was discovered in California and the
whole world became rife with stories of fortunes
acquired in one day. Mr. Page was attacked with
the prevailing gold fever and joined twenty men
who were organized into a mining company. On the
2d of January, 1850, they started, going by way of
New York City and the Isthmus of Panama, but
when they had crossed the Isthmus they found no
vessel to take them to their destination and were
compelled to remain there for some weeks. With
the exception of Mr. Page and one comrade all
were taken sick with Panama fever and one of the
company died. After he had helped nurse the sick
until they could care for themseIVes, Mr. Page re
turned to New York and waited until autumn before
he again started to California. Some eleven months
were spent away from home, during which time his
tanning business was carried on by a partner. 0n
arriving in California he refused an oﬂ'er of 8250
3 per month and board to work at his trade of

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
butchering. and went to the mines but there did
not succeed as well as he expected. He and his
partner experienced the usual success and ill luck
of the miners and were once lost for three days,
during which time they had no food. After leav
ing the mines they cut hay for the Sacramento
market, realizing a handsome proﬁt from their la

her.
In 1853 Mr. Page came to Lake County and
purchased a farm on section 10, Newport Town
ship, making it his home for two years. He then
spent two months in Detroit, Mich., buying wool,

and on his return to this county in 1855 bought
the Headstrom place of ninety acres. He has since
devoted the greater part of his time and attention
to agricultural pursuits and has met with good sue
eess in his undertakings. By the exercise of good
business ability, industry and perseverance he ae
quireda handsome competence which now enables

him to live a retired life in his comfortable resi
dence near Rosecrans. In addition to his other
property he owns a farm of one hundred and sixty
acres in Christian County, near the city of Pana,
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ned his support of that party until the new Repub
lican party sprang into existence, when he voted
for its ﬁrst candidate, John C. Fremont.

The Re

publican party not only embodied his ideas con
cerning protection, but also his sentiments on the
slavery question. When the war broke out he was
one of the strongest ad vocates of Lincoln’s policy
and was the ﬁrst to raise the ﬂag in Newport
Township; He has held a number of local ofﬁces
including that of Township Treasurer, School
Treasurer and Town Clerk. His wife is a member
of the Methodist Church. Both are highly re
spected citizens well deserving of the high esteem
in which they are held.

DWARD D. BESLEY, Secretary of the
F Besley Waukegan Brewing Company, and a
[H son of William Besley, one of the prominent
and well-known citizens of Waukegan, was born in
Waterford, Oakland County, Mich., July 1, 1838.

of Trenton, N. J., a daughter of John and Margaret
Dixon. Her father was a native of Cumberland,
England and her mother of Beverly, Yorkshire.

His educational advantages were exceptionally
good for that day. After leaving the common
schools, be attended the high svhool of Rochester,
Mich, also the academy of Waukegan, and in 1858
graduated from Bryant & Stratton's Commercial
College of Chicago. Having spent a year in a

She is a sister of John Dixon, now deceased, whose

commission house in Burlington, Wis., he went to

sketch appears elsewhere in this work. Four chil
dren have been born unto them, two of whom died
in infancy. John who was born in Niagara, Can

()shkosh, and was there employed for two yeais in
the same business. During that time he enlisted
for the late war but as more had already offered
their services than were needed to ﬁll the company,
he did not~ get to go to the front. Returning to
Waukegan, he became interested in the brewing
business as a member of the ﬁrm of Besley dz Sons.
When the Bcsley Waukegan Brewing Company was
formed in 1868, he was made Secretary of the organization and has held the position almost con
tinuously since. He superintends the vast interests

Ill., which he has rented.
In Lockport, N. Y., March 16, 1840, Mr. Page
was united in marriage with Susan Dixon, a native

ada, was brought to Lake County when eleven

years of age and here grew to manhood. lIe at,
tended business college in Racine, Wis., and was a
bright student. He wedded Mary Jane Murray
and is now one of the leading merchants of Wau
kegan; Emma Jane, born in Detroit, is the wife of

John Welsh, a resident farmer of Newport Town
ship.
Just after becoming a naturalized citizen of
America. and as the election time drew near, Mr.

Page happened to pick up a paper containing an ar
ticle on the tariif by Horace Greeley which made
him a Whig and a protectionist. He then cast his
ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen. Scott, and contin

of

the above company spending

most of

his

time in Chicago.
In \Vaukegan, on the 30th of October, 1872, Mr.

Besley was joined in wedlock with Miss Amelia,
daughter of Ezra Joslyn, a sketch of whom appears
elsewhere in this volume. Unto them have been
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born six children. three of whom are living: Ed
ward B., Harold J. and Ruth Ellen.

The other

three died when small.
Both Mr. Besley and his wife are members of the
Episcopal Church. Politically. he has always been
a Democrat, having cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote
for Stephen A. Douglas. and has seerd three terms
as a member of the City Council of Waukegan.
For nearly thirty years he has been connected with
the business interests of Waukegan and is ranked
among its competent and successful business men.

<§QME~¢
QHOMAS DAGGIT'I‘, a well-known farmer

,

of East Deerﬁeld Township, residing on
section 36, and a pioneer of the county of
1837, was born in the town of Halifax, Yorkshire,
England, August 11, 1823. His parents, Robert
and Martha Daggitt, are represented elsewhere in
this volume. The ﬁrst fourteen years of his life
were spent in his native land and he then came to
America with his father and the family in 1837.
He assisted his father in making a home in the
midst of the forest of the town of Deerﬁeld, and
continued his farming operations until 1850, when
he crossed the plains to California with a party of
gold-seekers. After spending three years in the
gold regions he returned by way of the Nicaraugua
route in 1853. Having secured during his sojourn
in that western country a considerable quantity
of gold dust, he had it coined in Philadelphia and
came home with gold pieces in his pocket made
from the product of his individual efforts in the
placer diggings.
()n his return from California, Mr. Daggitt pur_
chased land in Deerﬁeld Township and engaged in
farming in his own interests. He was married
September 4, 1869, to Miss Clara Richardson, :1 na
tive of Cheshire, England, and a daughter of \V. II.
and Elizabeth Richardson. She died on the 4th
of February, 1872, at the age of thirty-one years,
four months and fourteen days, leaving one child.
a son, Thomas R., who was born September 7, 1870.
Mr. Daggitt was again married March 4, 1883, his
second union being with Mrs. Sarah Daggitt, widow

of John Daggitt, and a sister of his former wife.
Her ﬁrst husband was also his brother. She was
born in Cheshire, England, February 19, 1845. and
in Waukegan, lll., on the 20th of May, 1867, gave
her hand in marriage to John Daggitt, by whom
she had three children, sons: Robert W. H., Albert

John and James Arthur. One child was born of
the present marriage but died at birth.
Mr. Daggitt is a Republican in politics and cast
his ﬁrst vote for Gen. Fremont for President, since

which time he has supported each shcceeding can
didate of the party. He has not been active in
seeking public olﬁce but has served one term as
School Director. His landed possessions aggregate
ninety acres in Cook County and ﬁfty-seven acres
where he now resides. The tract in Deerﬂcld Town
ship lies in the belt of the lakeshore region, which
of late years has grown to be very valuable. A
part of his father’s estate recently sold for $500
per acre. Mr. Daggitt has just completed a good
residence with ﬁne natural surroundings. He is a
hard-working, practical man and has accumulated
a good property and his course in life has been
such as to command respect from all who know
him.

His residence is on section 36, East Deer

ﬁeld Township and adjoining the village of Ravi
nia, which is his postoﬁlce.

""“111 ‘ i y,—

/\ILLIAM WllIGAM, SR., is also numbered

W among the honored pioneers of Lake
\/
County. He was a son-in-law of Capt.
Wright. He was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., and be
came a cooper on a whaling ship which six times
sailed around Cape Horn while he served in that
capacity. It was about 1835 that he came to Illi
nois and took up his residence in Lake County. In
January of the following year he was united in
marriage with Caroline Wright, daughter of Capt.
Daniel 'Wright. This was the ﬁrst marriage in
Lake County and the ceremony was performed by
Hiram Kennicott. Justice of the Peace. The death
of Mr. Whigam occurred about 1839. In the fam
ily were two children: William, who was born N0
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vember 20, 1837; and Daniel, who was born after

the father’s death, and is now living in Pipestone
County, Minn.

The mother of these children was

again'married about 1841, becoming the wife of
Rodney Ober. They settled upon a farm in Ver
non Township, where they spent the remainder of
their lives.

Unto them was born one child, who

grew to mature years, a son, Louis ()ber, who is
living in l’ipestone County, Minn. Mrs. Obér
died August 10, 1864, at the age of forty-eight
years, her birth having occurred in Licking County,
Ohio, February 2, 1816.
William Whigam, Jr., occupies the old home
stead of Capt. Daniel Wright, who was his grand
father. He was born in the log cabin home which
was built in 1833 and was rocked in a log cradle.
Amid the wild scenes of pioneer life he grew to
manhood and nature was his teacher. His school
privileges were very limited. He attended school
which met in a log house on the bank of the O’Plain'
River and later went to Half Day, to the ﬁrst
school house built in the town. He has made farm
ing his life occupation and is now the owner of two
hundred acres of valuable land, which is under a
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School of Terre Haute, Ind.; Helen has for the
past three years been employed as a teacher in the
public schools of Vernon; and Jennie is now astu
dent in \Vaukegan.
Mr. Whigam isa warm friend of the cause of
education and has held the ofﬁce of School Director
for the long period of twenty-ﬁve years, during
which time he has done much to advance their
excellence. For three years he has served as Su
pervisor, has ﬁlled other ollices and is frequently a
Delegate to the County Conventions of the Repub
lican party, which he has supported since the time
when be cast his ﬁrst vote for Lincoln. Mr.
Whigam is a valued citizen of the community and
during the late war manifested his loyalty to the
country by enlisting in the Ninety-sixth Illinois
Infantry, but his services were rejected on account
of a defect in the eye. He is a progressive and
representative farmer and a worthy descendant of
his honored father and grandfather.

Helms won

the respect of all who know him and his friends

throughout the community are many.
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high state of cultivation and well improved. He
has built thereon a comfortable and substantial
residence, good barns and other necessary buildings.
In connection with general farming he engages

quite extensively in dairying and the produce of
his dairy, being of a superior quality, always brings
the highest market price.
In 1859, when twenty-two years of age, Mr.
Whigam was united in marriage with Miss Isabella
G. Manny. The young couple began their domes
tic life upon the farm of Mr. Whigam’s mother,
who was a widow, and in 1862 they removed to
Champaign County, where they resided for three
years, returning to Lake County in the spring of
1866.

The lady is a native of Middlebury, Vt.,

and came to Illinois to make her home with a sis
ter. Their union has been blessed with four chil
dren, two sons and two daughters: Wallace 1].,
who is a teacher in Bryant & Stratton’s Commer
cial College, of Chicago, has for about seven years
years been successfully engaged in teaching in Iowa
and has also prepared himself for the legal profes
sion: William M. is now a student in the Normal

(If; UIIEODORE S.

MILLS, who is numbered

' 'th among the early settlers of the county, his
residence in this locality now covering a
period of forty years, resides at present on a good
farm on section 5, Vernon Township. A native of
Massachusetts he was born in Williamstown, Berk

shire County, July 4, 1824, and is a son of John
Mills, who was a farmer of that locality and also
owned a small factory. Hisfather was twice mar
ried, by his ﬁrst wife having llve children and by
his second wife, whose maiden name was Abigail
Russell, four children were born. He died in the
old Bay State some ﬁfty-live years ago, but Mrs.
Mills passed away only eight years since. He was
familiarly known throughout the community as
Squire John and was a prominent citizen. In pol
itics he supported the Whig party. Several of the
sons came to Lake County, but with the exception
of our subject and his brother Samuel, who lives in
Walworth County, Wis., all are now deceased.

In the usual manner of farmer lads Theodore
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Mills spent the days of his boyhood and youth, and
in the common schools of the neighborhood his
education was acquired. He began life as a team
ster, working for $7 and $l0 per month and also
lab0red as a farm hand, receiving about the same
compensation for his services. Later he embarked
in the livery business, which he carried on for

about ﬁve months and during that time leta horse
to James A. Garﬁeld who was a student in Will
iams College. On the discovery of gold in Cali
fornia in 1849 he was one of the ﬁrst to visit the
mines. As one ofa company he purchased a vessel,
his share being worth $300 and sailed around Cape
Horn to San Francisco, where they arrived after
eight months. While near the cape the vessel lost
three masts in a storm and very narrowly escaped
destruction. Mr. Mills spent about four months in
the mines and in other business upon the Paciﬁc
Slope and then returned by water and the Isthmus
of Panama to New Orleans, whence he made his
way up the Mississippi River, and in the fall of
1851, landed in Lake County, where he has since
made his home.

emoluments of political life, however, have had no

attraction for him and he has devoted his time at
tention exclusively to his business interests. On
his arrival in Lake County he purchased sixty acres
of land which has been increased from time to time
until his farm now comprises ﬁve hundred acres.
It is supplied with good buildings, all necessary
improvements and is one of the best farms in the
township. In addition to the raising of grain Mr.
Mills has been quite extensively engaged in dealing
in horses, making a specialty of those of St. Law
rence and Norman blood. His ambitious nature
would not be content with securing merelya main
tenance and he has worked his way steadily upward
to a position of afﬂuence, being now numbered
among the substantial farmers of Vernon Township.
He has witnessed almost the entire growth and de
velopment of the county and the wonderful trans
formation which has taken place and has ever
borne his part in its upbuilding. To the early set
tlers the county owes its present proud position,
and prominently among these should be mentioned
Theodore S. Mills.

On the 2d October, 1853, Mr. Mills was joined

in wedlock with Miss Elizabeth Moore, daughter
of John and Althea (Cole) Moore, the formera
native of Vermont and the latter of Ticonderoga,
N. Y. Mrs. Mills was born in the Empire State,
September 10, 1830, and when about a year old

her parents removed to Ohio where they remained
until 1841, which year witnessed their arrival in

this county. They settled at Diamond Lake. where
they made their home for some time but both are
now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Mills have two chil
dren—Libbic J., now the wife of Walter B. Cronk
l|ite,'a resident of Denver, Colo., and Henry A.

who operates the home farm. Both were born and
reared on the old homestead and were educated in
the common schools. The lessons of industry and
respectability instilled into their minds when young
have borne fruit and both are now worthy and
honored members of society.
In political sentiment Mr. Mills was ﬁrst a Dem
ocrat but his ﬁrst Presidential vote supported
Zachary Taylor. Since Abraham Lincoln was the
candidate of the Republican party he has been
one of its stalwart advocates. The honors and

DWARl) W. MOY, passenger conductor on
the line of Chicago 8: Northwestern Rail
_ —/ road running between \Vaukegan and Chi
cago, has been connected with that road since ﬁfteen
years of age and has ﬁlled his present position for
the past ten years. As efﬁciency and faithfulness
to duty are necessary and required qualiﬁcations it
is to be inferred from his long continued service
that he is a trusted employe of the road.
The history of Mr. Moy’s life is as follows: He
was born in Waukegan 0n the 3d of April, 1861.
and is a son of John and Margaret Moy, who are
numbered among the early settlers of Waukegan,
having come to this city in 1843. Both were na
tives of the Emerald Isle, the father having been
born in Galloway and the mother in County
Mayo. In early life they crossed the Atlantic
to America and were married in Waukegan in
1853. John Moy settled on a farm in the town of
Waukegan where the family resided until 1870, and
then removed to South Evanston. Twelve chil
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dren, six of whom are now living, were born unto
them. Annie, the eldest is the wife of Joseph
Dorsey, statiOn agent at Calvary, Ill.; Edward W.,
whose name heads this sketch is the next younger;
William. John and Mamie Bernard are single and
reside in Calvary. The rest died in childhood
except Frank who was killed in an accident while
serving as conductor on a train on the Fargo dz
Southern Railroad in July, 1887.
Edward W. Moy was educated in the public
schools of South Evanston and as before stated,

when ﬁfteen years of age began running on the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad as newsboy.
In 1878 he secured a position as brakeman and
after serving in that capacity about two and a half
years was made conductor. Since 1887 he has
been running on a passenger train and for the past
three years has been a conductor on the accommo
dation between Waukegan and Chicago. As a cit
izen he is true to all his duties and has won the con
ﬁdence and respect of those with whom business or
pleasure have brought him in contact. His politi
cal views are those of the Democratic party.
Mr. Moy was married in Lake Forest, lll., on
the

15th of October, 1890, to Mrs. Annie Att

479

munity and here spent the remainder of his life.
The farm upon which he located is the one upon
which Mrs. James M. Frost is now living, in Ben
ton T0wnship. He was a well-to-do farmer, a' man
of good habits and one that took an active part in
local affairs, especially such interests as were calcu
lated to upbuild or beneﬁt the community. In
political sentiments, in early life he was a Whig
and on the dissolution of that party identiﬁed him
self with the Republican party. Both he. and his
wife were members of the Baptist Church. Her
death occurred on the 22d of August, 1874, and

on the 4th of January, 1879, Mr. Bnell also passed
away.
_
In their family were six children: Lucius C.,
who died at the age of sixty-three years, leaving
one son, Clarence H., who resides in the State of

Washington; Weltha G. married Silas F. Baker,
by whom she had two children, Eugene S. and
Clara E.; she died June 14, l89l; Chester II.. who

married Caroline Y. Chadwick and resides in In
dianapolis, Ind., with his wife and four children;
Warren, William, Clara F. and Edwin; Fideli'i M.,

wife of J. M. Frost, who now owns and operates
the old Buell homestead; Minerva A., widow of

ridge, widow of Richard Attridge and daughter of
Joseph O’Neil. She was born in New York, and
went to Lake Forest with her family when six
years of age. She has one child born of her ﬁrst
marriage, a son, Richard Harold, now five years
old.

Julius II. Eddy, resides in Benton Township and

BEL G. BUELL, deceased, was one of the
early settlers of this county. He was born
l
Ll in Springfield, Mass., March 25, 1799, and
_\
when a small boy emigrated to Wyoming
County, N. Y., where he grew to manhood and was
married. The wedding was celebrated December
‘22, 1825, Eveline G. Barbour becoming his

ety.

wife.

She was a native of Stanton, Conn., born

July 22, 1807, and emigrated with her parents to
Wyoming County, N. Y. In 1841 Mr. Buell
started Westward, traveling by boat as far as T0
ledo, Ohio, and then by team to Lake County, Ill.
He cast his lot with the early settlers of this com

has four children, J. A., Lew R., Herbert H. and

Eveline G.; Owen W., the youngest of the chil
dren, died in his twenty-ﬁrst year. The Buell
family has resided in this county for half a century
and is therefore numbered among the very old set
tled families. The parents were highly respected
citizens and reared their children to habits of in
dustry, thus making them valued members of soci

€a0§1%-E.5

1] OHN F. HER'I‘EL, a retired old settler of

,

Lake County, now residing at Half Day,
was born in Mecklenburg, Schweiren, Ger

y

many, February I, 1830. and is a son of

Ilelmuth llertel, a native of the same province.

His father was a weaver by trade and was a letter
carrier in the city of Warren. He married Char
lotte Louisa Tramp,a widow. who by her ﬁrst
marriage had eight children. Of the second union
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were born three children but our subject is the only
one now living. With him the mother came to

Mr. and Mrs. Hertel attend the Congregational
Church and to its support Mr. Hertel contributes
liberally, also giving freely of his means to worthy
America where her death occurred February 28,
enterprises and charities. He is a member of the
1873, aged eighty years.
J. F. Hertel, whose name heads this record, was
Masonic fraternity, belonging to the Blue Lodge of
Wheeling and the Chapter and Commandery of
reared in the city where he had the advantages
“’aukegan. I-le cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
afforded by excellent schools. In his youth he
Lincoln but has since usually supported the Dem
learned the shoemaker’s trade and for three years
ocratic party, still he holds himself free to vote for
traveled from place to place. as a journeyman. On
whomsoever he pleases, regardless of party afﬁlia
attaining his majority he entered the army in a
tions. “is enterprise and ambition are displayed
battalion of heavy infantry, but after a short ser
vice was discharged on account of physical dis
by the fact that after coming to America he went
to school and learned the language, thus preparing
ability. The succeeding four years of his life he
himself for his work in this country. He loves the
spent as a journeyman. during which time he de
land of his adoption and her free institutions and
termined to come to America. As he did not like
the United States can claim no more loyal citizen
the government of the Fatherland he would not
among those of American birth. By his fellow
become a citizen of that country and in conse
quence could not be married there, so with his 1 townsmen he is held in high regard and the life he
has lived has been such as to merit universal esteem.
aﬁ‘ianced wife crossed the Atlantic at the age of
twenty-ﬁve years, and on reaching Chicago in 1855,
J. F. lIertel and Dora Schroeder were joined in
MW
wedlock. The wife is a native of Luebz of the
same Dutchy. Her parents came to America and
UHOMAS DILLON, one of the most promi
died in Lake County. They were well-to-do and
were highly respected citizens of the community.
\ , nent citizens and pioneers of Lake County,
The young couple began their domestic life in
’ residing on section 4, Wauconda Township,
Half Day, Lake County. where Mr. Ilertel worked
deserves representation in this volume for many rea
at his trade until 1874, when he removed to Chi
sons. The fact of his long residence here would enti
cago. where he kept the hotel. known as the "\Vau
tle him to mention. but more especially the promi
nent part he has taken in public affairs and the aid
kegan House,” until [878. In that year, he
he has given to the work of improvement and pro
purchased his present residence and is now living a
gress. He is of Irish birth and belonged to a
retired life, having by industry, enterprise and
good management acquired in former years a
family of fifteen children, of whom the following
grew to mature years: John, who became an over
competence snliicient to supply all his wants and
seer on a plantation on the Island of Jamaica,
leave him free from business cares. The family
seven children. of whom Charles, the

owned by an Englishman, then attorney, is now

eldest, is now deceased. his death having occurred

deceased; Thomas is the next in order of birth;

September 30. 1860; Frances is the wife of Stanley
Footc, a merchant of Half Day; Fred C. is mar

Tobias married and engaged in farming on Long
Island until his death; Matthew was a cabinet
maker of New York; Christopher, who is married,
formerly residing in New Orleans, is an architect
and builder and now lives in Leadville, COL;
George is married and is a designer in New
York City. The other members of the family are
all deceased.
Our subject was born July 5, 1812, in Dublin,
Ireland, but was reared to manhood in County

numbered

ried and resides In Jefferson Park. Cook County;

Dora is the wife of Herman Esdohr, a resident of
Jefferson Park; Louis L. is a druggist doing busi
ness on Twenty-Second Street, Chicago; Ernest is
ateachcr of music; and Julius C. is at home.

The

children were all born in Half Day. received the
advantages afforded by the public schools and have
- begun life under favorable circumstances.
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Galloway. His boyhood days were spent in the
usual manner of farmer lads and his educational
privileges were such as the schools of his native

land afforded. When twenty-four years of age he
accompanied his parents on their emigration to
America. The family sailed from Liverpool,Eng
land, and after a long and tedious voyage of seven
weeks and four days, landed in New York City.
During the winter of 1837 the parents removed to
Newark, N. J., and the next spring purchased
a farm of one hundred acres on Long Island.
Thomas Dillon remained with them nine years
and aided in the cultivation and development of his
father's land. During that time he was united in
marriage with Miss Keziah Davis, who was born in
I'pton. England, in June, 1820. They became
parents of nine children and a record of the family
is given in the sketch of one of the sons, Christo
pher Dillon, on another page of this work.

In May, 1845, having determined to seek a home
in the West, Mr. Dillon started for Illinois.

He

traveled by way of the New York Central Railroad,
the Hudson River and the Great Lakes to Kenosha,
Wis.. and at length located eighty acres of land in
township 44, Lake County, lll., purchasing the
same at $2.50 per acre. He afterward bought forty
acres from the Government and the deed to that
tract, which was signed by James K. Polk, is still
in his possession. He at once began the develop
ment of the farm and by the magic wand of indus
try and economy has transformed the wild land
into richly cultivated ﬁelds. The success which
has crowned his etforts is but the just reward of
his labors and his prosperity is well deserved. The
many and modern improvements to be found upon
his farm stand as monuments to his thrift and
enterprise and the Dillon homestead is well known
as one of the best farms in this locality.
Mr. Dillon proudly cast his ﬁrst Presidential
vote for James K. Polk and has ever aimed to
support men of principle. He continued his alle
giance to the Democratic party for a time. then
became a Freesoiler and at the inception of the
Republican party joined its ranks and has ever since
i marched under its banner. The cause of education
has found in him a warm friend and he has done
not a little in the interest of the public schools of
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this community. No enterprise calculated to pro
mote the general welfare calls on him in vain for
aid, and he is truly one of the best and most
valued citizens of the community. A devout
member of the Methodist Church he has done
much for the cause of religion and his life is in
harmony with his professions. His ﬁrst wife was a
member of the Church of England and died in that
faith June 30, 1882, her remains being interred in
Volo Cemetery.
()n the 18th of April, 1885,Mr.
Dillon wedded Mrs. Jane (Knowles) Kelley, a sis
ter of Canon Knowles, so well known throughout
this country. She departed this life March 17,
189l, and was laid to rest in Graceland Cemetery
of Chicago.
'
Mr. Dillon is well preserved for one of his years.
His genial, pleasant countenance wins him friends
and the sincerity and cordiality of his manner

retains them. He spends a part of his time in
Chicago but his summers are spent on the old farm
in Wauconda Township. He is one of the best
known and most prominent citizens of the com
munity and has ever been classed among the sub
stantial men of the county.
_
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l W. SPRAGL'E, a retired farmer and one of

the honored pioneers of the county, resides
I
\\ .,/'

on section 21. Vernon Township, at the sta
tion of Prairie View, where has been the

S‘pr’ague homestead for the long period of ﬁfty-tive
years. As he has been prominently connected
with the growth and development of this locality,
his name is inseparany connected with its history
and we feel that this work would be incomplete
without his sketch. Ile has many friends through
out the community and this record of his life will
therefore be received with interest by many of our
readers.
Mr. Sprague was born in Aurora Township,
Erie County, N. Y., October 9, 1812. His father,
Hosea Sprague, was born and reared in the Green
Mountain State, and when a young man went to
New York. settling in the wilderness of Erie
County. He married Lucy Warren, also a native
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ren, they emigrated westward in 1835, making a
ﬁrst settlement in Du Page County, Ill., whence the
following year, they removed to what was then Mid
dlesex Precinct, in McHenry County, but is now
Vernon Township of Lake County. Mr. Sprague
entered one hundred and forty acres of land
from the Government, the tract upon which our
subject now resides, and began the development

happy married life of thirty-one years, she passed
to her ﬁnal rest November 17, 1877. By their union
were born ﬁve children—Lucinda, died at the age
twenty-two years; William, died aged twenty years;
Laura; Warren J. is a school teacher, and Charles
S. is now operating the home farm, thus relieving
his father from all care and responsibility. He is
an able manager, possessing good business ability
and affairs under him are kept in a prosperous

of a farm, for not

condition.

of Vermont, and after the birth of their four child

a furrow had been turned

The mother of the family was a mem

or an improvement made.
The home of the
family was a log cabin and their trading place was
Chicago. Many hardships and privations incident to
pioneer life fell to their lot, but making a virtue
of necessity they bore these uncomplainingly and

ber of the Presbyterian Church and a lady highly
esteemed throughout the community.
In politics, Mr. Spragne is a Republican. having
supported that party since its organization in 1856.
Previous to that time he was a Whig, having cast

in course of time, as their ﬁnancial resources were 111

his ﬁrst vote for William Henry Harrison, the

creased,they were enabled to secure more of the com

illustrious grandfather of our present Exucutive.
He has resided in Vernon Township since its
organization and has done everything in his power
for its upbuilding and the promotion of its best
interests. He has watched its growth from a very
early day when there was no business center within
the borders of the county. Chicago being the mar
ket place. A railroad now runs past his door, thus
affording excellent shipping facilities. Prosperity
has attended his business efforts and although he
had only a capital of $9 on his arrival in the
West, he has worked his way upward to a posi

forts and luxuries which had adorned their home in
the East. The death of Hosea Sprague occurred on
the old homestead, in 1837, at the age of ﬁfty-five
years.

His wife. who was a faithful

member of

the Baptist Church, long survived him, passing
away in 1871, at the age of eighty-two years.
Their family numbered four children beside our
subject—Lucinda, now deceased; Hulda who died
in infancy; Laura, widow of Edward Simons whose

home is in Chicago;and Almira. wife of William
Briarley a resident of Rockford, Ill. Laura taught
the first school in the county, at Half Day.
Upon his father’s farm in the State of his nativ
ity J. W. Sprague grew to manhood and was early
inured to hard work. He accompanied the family
on their emigration to Illinois at the age of twenty
two years. and as his father was at that time an
invalid. the greater part of the work fell to his
lot.

He is now the owner of the old homestead,

which he has operated successfully for more than
half a century, developing from the wild prairie a
rich and fertile farm which yields to him a good
income. A part of his land has been laid out in
lots for the village of Prairie View, a thriving
town, situated on the Wisconsin Central Railroad.

Mr. Sprague was married January 1,1846, to Miss
Elmira B. Rudd, the wedding being celebrated in
this county, where the lady had arrived two years
previous, coming from her old home in New York.
She was a. native of Massachusetts, and after a

tion of afﬂuence and the words, a self made man,

may justly be written after his name.

r.’ OHN SAUER was the founder of the family
i

of that name which since 1855 has been so
I prominently identified with the history of
(\Q) / Lake County, especially with its commercial
interests. He was born in Wurtemburg, Germany,
and upon a farm was reared to manhood.

Before

leaving his native land he wedded Miss Mary Ann
Weigle and with his family crossed the Atlantic to
America in 1854, arriving May 27 in Buffalo. N.
Y., where they remained for nearly a year. The
eldest son, C. A. Sauer, came to Long Grove, Lake
County, in 1855, and being favorably impressed
with the country encouraged the emigration of the
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family. The parents and children arrived a month
later and the father, John Sauer, at once began
working by the month. Later he rented land ard
ﬁnally became owner of a farm in Cook County.
Ile was a hard worker, an honest man, a worthy
citizen, and with his family was a member of the
Lutheran Church. He died in Long Grove in 1871
at the age of ﬁfty-eight years. His wife survchd
him some time, dying about 1884.

In their family

were eight children, four 50118 and four daughters.
The former are: C. A., nOw deceased; Victor,
the senior member of the ﬁrm of Sauer d! Rio;
Fred, a farmer of Ela Township, and Albert, the

junior member of the ﬁrm.
C. A. Sauer was the founder of the business
which is now carried on by his two brothers. He
was for some years a leading citizen of this coni
niuiiity and it is but just that we piesciit his sketch
to the readers of this Ausl‘M. He was born in
\Vurteiubui'g, February 26, 1838, and when a lad

of sixteen years crossed the Atlantic to America
with his parents, reaching this county in his eigh
teenth year. As his father was in limited circum
stances he at once undertook to support himself
and worked as a farm hand in the vicinity of Long
Grove until August, 1862, when in response to

President Lincoln’s call for troops to help crush
out the rebellion, he enrolled his name among the
boys in blue, enlisting as a member of Company I,
Eighty-eighth Illinois Regiment. He served until
November ‘25. 1863, when he was wounded, losing
his left leg at the battle of Mission Ridge. ()n the
10th of January, 1865, he was discharged from the
Marine Hospital of Chicago and remained at home
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and he had not only soon paid back his borrowed
money but was enabled to increase his stock and in
consequence did a larger business. His establish
ment became one of the leading mercantile houses
in this part of the county, which reputation it still
retains.
In 1874 Mr. Sauer was united in marriage with
Miss llertha Scheﬁ, a native of Germany, born in
1852. She still survives her husband, who died
January 24, 1891. In politics he was a Democrat
and held none but township ofﬁces for the county
has a Republican majority.

He was asuccessful

business man who won the conﬁdence and high
regard of all with whom he came in contact and
his death was a loss to the community as well as to
his immediate family.
\'ictor Sauer, the senior member of the present
ﬁrm, was born in Wurtcmburg, March I, 1848,and

in consequence was a lad of but six summers when
he came to America. His educational advantages
were. very limited for he began to make his own
living at the age of eight years. His training in
actual business life however, has proved of much

practical beneﬁt to him and he has made himself a
well-informed men through reading, experience

He worked as a farm hand until
twenty-two years of age and then entered into
business with his elder brother under the ﬁrm name
of C. A. Saucr & Bro. since which time he has
engaged in ii'ier-aiitilc pursuits and has built up
not only a good trade but has also made an excel
lent property.
and observation.

A marriage cereinoiiy performed in 187:") united

city and entered the Soldiers' Iloiiie. He attended a
commercial school and in August, 1865. accepted a
position as night watch in the land department of
the Illinois Central Railroad Company. About a

the destinies of Victor Sau'er and Caroline Hersch
bcrgcr, a native of Lake County, and unto them
have been born three children: William, Martha
and Lillie. In politics Mr. Sauer is generally
Democratic but voted for President (lraiit and
holds himself free to support whoever he pleases,

year later be secured a position in the same otlice

rcgaidlcss of party alliliations.

as interpreter and translator, there remaining until
the 1st of September, 1869, when he embarked in
business for himself in the line of general merchan
dising. Nearly all of his capital was borrowvd
as he had previously invested his surplus earnings
in Chicago property. This was swept away later in

business by his brother Albert in 1886. The
junior member of the firm was educated in the
public schools and also pursued a course of
study in Bryant & Stratton’s Business College of

until the following spring when he returned to that

the great ﬁre. However, success attended his efforts

Chicago.

He was joined in

Although he has not had the experience

of his brother he is a wide-awake and enterprising
young man and has already proved that he possesses
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excellent business qualiﬁcations. The ﬁrm of
Victor Sauer & Bro. is at the head of the lead
ing mercantile houses in this part of the county.
They have built up a good trade and by their
courteous treatment of their patrons and their
fairness in all their dealings they have won the
conﬁdence and good will of all with whom they
have come in contact.

ber 29, 1888. She became a member of the Meth
odist Church at the age of twenty-eight years, was
a great student of the Bible and lived a consistent
Christian life.
Mr. Wright, whose name heads this sketch, served
in the War of 1812, and there is still in existence

9. part of an old, torn Captain’s commission, from
the Governor of Vermont to Daniel Wright, dated
October 7, 1813, and sworn to before Charles N.

Williams, Major of the regiment. On the close of
the war the Captain removed to Ohio, where he
made his home about twenty years. It was in
A PT. DANIEL WRIGHT was the ﬁrst set

May, 1833, that he came to Lake County, Ill., and

/

tler of- Lake County and with the history of

built the ﬁrst house over erected in the county.

It

\> 'f/ its isgrowth,
development
hisyname
inseparably
connected.and lieuphuilding
was born

was situated on the banks of the O’Plain River, in

in ltutland, Vt., June 6, 1778, at which time the

what is now Vernon Township, about a mile and a
halfsouth of the village of Half Day. At Chicago

Colonies were in the very midst of the Revolution
ary War. It was also the same year in which the
alliance was made with France. The father of our
subject long and faithfully served his country dur
ing that struggle and lived to the advanced age of

ninety-seven years. On the maternal side the Cap
tain was connected with the Foot family of Con
necticut. His mother was Freelove F001;,a near
relative of'Senator Foot, of Vermont, and she was

probably also related to Commodore Foot and
Henry Foot, of Vernon, this county, for they, too,
came from Connecticut.
Capt. Wright resided near the place of his nativ
ity for many years and on the 6th of June, 1803.
was united in marriage with Ruth Todd, by whom
he had seven children; Mary, who remained in

Ohio; Josiah, who died in this county; Sophronia,
who continued her residence in the Buckeye State;
George H., who died in this county; Caroline, who

became the wife of \Villiam Whigam; Jane F., of
Fulton County, Ill.; and Daniel 15., who died in

Lake County at the age of six years.

The mother

of this family died September 10, 1833, soon after

coming to lllinois.

The Captain was again married

in Lake County January 9, 1845, his second union

being with Rachel Millard, a native of Stamford,
Benningtou County, Vt., born May 30, 1801. She
came West with her parents, in 1844, and described
the journey as being “six days on canal boat and
six on the lake boat.” Her death occurred Octo

there was an old fort known as Ft. Dearborn, but

nearer there was no settlement. His early life in
this county was ﬁlled with many thrilling experi
ences and often incidents of danger. The Indians
had their hunting grounds still in this locality and
on one occasion in the neighborhood of the Cap
tain's log house, one of the tribe, having been taken
suddenly sick, laid down in the shade. The “bully”
of the tribe on noticing the sick Indian, proceeded
to belabor the unfortunate man with a stone whisky
bottle, the contents of which he had too freely par

taken of. The Captain, who witnessed the attack,
ordered him to desist and a second time repeated
the command, but the Indian still refusing, be
seized a stout fish-pole standing at the corner of his
house and, although at. that time well advanced in
years, boldly attacked the savage and put him to
ﬂight. As the Indians were not always of a
friendly disposition, this little episode aroused the
fears of the family, which were by no means allayed
when the next morning they saw a large number of
Indians approaching the

house.

Their

surprise

and delight may be imagined when the Indians
greeted the Captain with every mark of friendship
and respect and thanked him for vanquishing the
bully who had previously so lorded it over them.
In political sentiment Capt. \Vright was an en
thusiastic Democrat and did all in his power to ad
vance the interests of that party. He became

widely and favorably known throughout Lake
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County and his death, which occurred December
30, 1873, was mourned by a large circle of friends.
Ilis funeral services were conducted by the Ma
sonic fraternity, of which he was a prominent and
honored member. The story of his pioneer life is
similar to that of most early settlers, saw that he

was the ﬁrst to locate here and lived without the
companionship of neighbors for some time. As the
nearest market was miles away, he had to depend
upon what he raised for food, and the wild game
which was so abundant supplied his table with
meat. Many hardships and difﬁculties Were, of
course, borne, but he was ahearty,strong man, well
able to cope with these disadvantages. and he en
joyed t0 the fullest extent the excitement and
pleasures of such a life. Ile reached the advanced
age of ninety-ﬁve years. having lived through a
most wonderful epoch in the world’s history. He
watched the growth of this great Republic from
the beginning and saw its population increase from
three to forty millions. Ilis name will ever be
honored as the father of this county and the history
of how he established a home on the prairie about

sixty years ago will go down to posterity.

~o>—+——~s ‘ ‘.'.‘.‘ 4 '3
f 3 ILBERT B. WA'I‘ROI'S, a leading hardware

/

merchant of Waukegan and an early. settler
of that city, claims New York as the State

of his nativity.

He was born in Catskill, Green

County, September 30, 1836. and is a son of Phin
eas and Amoretta (Beach) Watrous, who were also

natives of Connecticut. He was reared to man
hood in his native State and in its schools his edu
cation was acquircd. He came to (‘hicago with his
parents in 1855 and the family then located on a
farm

near

\Voodstock,

McIIenry

County, Ill.,

while the subject of this sketch engaged as mer
chant’s clerk in a store in that town, continuing to
ﬁll the position until 1861, when he embarked in
business for himself as a dealer in hardware, in
Woodstock.

Some time prior, with a brother, he

took an extended trip through Minnesota and Iowa
in search of a better lecation for business, visiting
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in their course St. Paul, Winona, Dubuque, Mc
Gregor and other towns, then all small, unimport

ant places comparcd with their present size, and re
turned to Illinois, satisﬁed that they liked this
State better than any other that they had been in.
Gilbert B. \Vatrous came to \Vaukcgan in 1861
and here opened a hardware store, being associated

in business with the Hon. William B. Dodge. under
the lirm name of Dodge & Watrous,which connec
tion was continued for nineteen years or up to

1883, and a successful business carried on by the
lirm. both of whom are enterprising, industrious
and energetic men.
On the 1st of June, 1861, Mr.

Watrous was

united in marriage with Miss Nancy M. Getty, the
wedding ceremony being performed in \Vaukegan.
The lady, a native of New York, was born in Bat

avia and is a daughter of Adam Getty. 'l‘heir un
ion has been blessed with four children, namely:
James A., who married Miss Martha McRoberts.

and is engaged with his father in the hardware
business; William S. is now devoting his energies
to the hardware business in Chicago with his
brother, Charles (5.; and Frank H., clerk in the

Merchants’ Loan & Trust Company, of Chicago.
Mrs. \Vautrous is a member of Christ Church
(Episcopal) of Waukegan. In politics Mr. Wat
rous is a Republican but has never sought or de
sired the honors or emoluments of public otlice.
On coming to Illinois the parents of Mr. Watrous
settled in the town of Coral, McHenry County.
'l‘heir family consisted of nine children, ﬁve sons
and four daughters, as follows: Jane, who is the
wife of W. R. Swan, a resident of Chicago; Chris
topher, who married Charlotte Kendall and resides
in Chicago; Cordelia, who married J. 0. Whitney
and is also living in that city; Harriet, wife of

Daniel Clnte,who makes his home in Union, Mc
Ilcnry County, Ill.; Hiram, who is living in Wes
singham, S. l).; Benjamin, a widower, residing in
Hampshire. Kane County; and Alice, the youngest
ol the family, who resides with her brother Benja
min. Thc mother died in the faith of the Meth
odist Church, of which she had long been a mem
member, her death occurring in Chicago, Septem
ber 30, 1875, at the age of seventy-one years. The
father was a Republican in politics and a highly
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respected member of society.

His death occurred

in Norwalk, Ohio, in 1880, at the age of seventy

six years.
G. B. \Vatrous has been in active business in
Waukegan for thirty years and is known as a fair
dealing merchant whose integrity is above ques

tion and whose relations with the people of Wau
kegan and vicinity have been cordial and mutually
agreeable. His son, James A., was admitted to
partnership in 1888, and the business is now con
ducted under the ﬁrm name of G. B. Watrous &
Son.

Tracy and resides in Chicago; Vance L. is a con
ductor and is represented elsewhere in this work;
Ulysses Grant, called Lew, is a brakesman on the

Northwestern Railroad, and Earl, the youngest, a
lad of ten years, is now attending school.

Mr.

Chamberlain’s mother came to Waukegan the year
after her son’s arrival in this city and remained
with him until her death, which occurred in No
vember 1859.
As before stated, our subject on coming to Lake
County, began work at his trade which he followed
until the 12th of August, 1862, when he respon
ded to his country ’s call for troops and enlisted
in Company D, Ninety-sixth Illinors Regiment. He
served until his discharge in April, 1863, on ac

>ILLIAM WALLACE CHAMBERLAIN,
\A]; proprietor of the Lake View House of
\j

Waukegan, and a veteran of the late war,

was born in the town of Chateaugay, Franklin

County, N. Y., on the 30th of September, 1834,

and is a son of Brewster and Olive (Munsell)
Chamberlain. His parents Were born in Vermont,
whence they removed during their childhood with
their respective families to New York, where
their marriage was celebrated. The father of our
subject (lied when his son was but seven years of
age.
William W. received such educational advant
ages as the common schools aﬂ'orded and learned
the carpenter's and joiner's trade, at which he
worked until the fall of 1853, when he decided to
go West. He came direct to Waukegan, arriving

in this city on the 15th of November of that year
and began work at his chosen vocation. The
place was then new and building up comparatively
fast so that his services were constantly in demand.
After three years he returned to the East and fur
ther completed his arrangements for a home in Illi
nois by his marriage with Miss Maria McLaughlin
of New York, a daughter of Redman McLaughlin,

The lady was born in County Tyrone, Ireland and
came to America in her youth. Their marriage
was celebrated in Lewiston, on the 16th of Decem
ber,

count of physical disability, when he returned
to his home and on partially recovering his health
he worked in the pump factory of Powell & Doug
las and was otherwise employed until October, 1889,
when be leased the Lake View House and has since
carried on that popular resort. In politics he is a
stanch Republican, manifesting a deep interest in
the success of his party, and socially is a member of
Waukegan Post, No. 374,G. A. R.

— eavé (a

a

I AMUEL MOORE, who is numbered among

the early settlers of Libertyville, was born
on the 19th of February, 1829, in Ticon
deroga N. Y.
His father, John Moore,
also a native of that State. was born April 18,
1789, grew to manhood upon a farm, and when
twenty-two years of age he enlisted for the War of
1812. During a battle a cannon ball tore the flesh
from off his thighs, and for two years he lay sick in
the hospital. He never afterward fully regained
his health, and by the Government was granted a
pension.

He married Althea Cole, who was born

January 7, 1798, and they became the parents of

1856, and unto them have been born three

thirteen children, of whom Samuel was the ninth

sons and two daughters, of whom the eldest Maha
la, is now the wife of B. F. Leonard of Brown

in order of birth. All grew to manhood and wom
anhood. With his family, John Moore emigrated
to Ohio, and spent nine and a half years in Medina

County, Neb.;

Adelaide is the widow of Frank
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County, whence he came to Libertyville. in 1842.
He made a settlement near Diamond Lake, and

ultimately all of the children came to this county,
with the exception of one who died in early life.
Mr. Moore purchased a farm, but did not actively
engage in agricultural pursuits, having lost his
eyesight soon after coming to Lake County. He
died at the home of a son in Wisconsin, shortly be
fore the war. He was one of the pioneers of this
county, having settled in what is now Vernon,
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L. is the deceased wife of John Clark; and the

fourth child died in infancy.
In l844 Mr. Moore cast his ﬁrst vote, support

ing Polk, and was a Democrat until the rise of the
Republican party with which he now casts his bal
lot. For forty-nine years he has made his home
in the county, therefore has been a witness of al
most its entire growth. He has seen its log cabins,
the ﬁrst homes of the settlers, disappear, while in
their place have arisen substantial homes and fine

when three houses constituted that place, and was

residences; the wild lands have been transformed

a worthy citizen.

into rich and fertile farms, and the work of pro

In politics he Was a Whig, and

was a member of the Disciples Church. Ilis wife
died in 1844. only two years after their arrival in
Lake County.
Samuel Moore was only three years old when the
family went to Ohio, and since his fourteenth year
has resided in Illinois. He was educated‘ in the
common schools of this locality, and of the Buck
cye State, and at the age of ﬁfteen started out in
life for himself, since which time he has been de
pendent upon his own resources. For a time he
worked as a farm hand, and after the breaking out
of the late war went to Aurora, where he was em

ployed in the railroad shops for eight months. He
then returned to Lake County. where he engaged
in teaming for a time. On the 3d of October, 1864,
he enlisted in the One Hundred and Forty-fourth
Illinois Infantry, was assigned to Company II, and
did guard duty on the Alton & St. Louis Railroad.
He was stricken with typhoid fever, and his health
was permanently impaired by his service.

He re

ceived his discharge July ‘20, 1865, in Springﬁeld,
and then returned to his home.

Since 1866, he has

resided in Libertyville, and has engaged in repair
ing, threshing and in sawing wood by machinery.
In 1551 Mr. Moore and Miss Ann M. Conklin,
were united in marriage in Waukegan. The lady
was born in Franklin County, N. Y., afterward re
moved to St. Lawrence County. and in 1850 came
West from there with her parents, Jeremiah and
Clarissa (Soper) Conklin, who were accompanied
by their seven children. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Moore
have been born four children, but only one is now
living: Judson A., who wedded Maggie I’ennine,
and is engaged in draying in Libertyville; William
A. died at the age of twenty-one years; Amanda

gress has been carried forward so rapidly, that in
point of civilization and improvement Lake County
ranks with many of the older and more populous
counties of the East.

QBFWM
\—_TRI<ZMON'I‘ (‘. KNIGHT, M. D. practicing
, ‘\ physician of Libertyville, though compara
I
I \
, tively ayoung man, has won rank among
the leading physicians and surgeons of Lake County.
He was born in Cattaraugus County, N. Y., Octo
ber 17, 1856, and is a son of Andrew and Olive
(Brewer) Knight, both of whom were natives of

the same State.

Ilis father, who was a large cattle

dealer, died in April, 1886, at the age of seventy

nine years. His widow still survives him and is
seventy-seven years of age.
The Doctor is the only one living out of their
family of six children. His literary education was
acquired in the public schools and academy, and
Geneseo State Normal School, after which, having

determined to practice medicine, he began the study
of that profession with Dr. Henry L. Day, of Ar
cade N. Y., now of Eau Claire, Wis. Having thus
prepared for medical college, he entered the medi
cal department of the University of Buffalo, from
which he was graduated in February, 1880.

The

same year be. located in Libertyville, where he has

practiced continuously since. He is a member of
the Lake County Medical Society and for eight
years has been surgeon for the Chicago, Milwaukee
dz St. Paul Railroad Company and is now serving
his second term as Coroner. Socially he is a
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Knight Templar Mason, holding membership with
the Blue Lodge of Libertyville, and the Chapter
and Commandery of Waukegan. Politically he is

\'t., in the order named. While serving as pastor
at the last place, he was'also Chaplain of the Ver

a Republican, as was his father before him.

Valley, locating in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where he
served as pastor of the Baptist Church for one

At Franklinville, N. Y., on the 10th of April,
1879, Dr. Knight was married to Miss Fannie M.
Bard, a native of Franklinville, N. Y. Mrs. Knight
is an active worker in the Methodist Church and is
Superintendent of the Sunday-school in Liberty
ville. As a skillful phy sician Dr. Knight has won
more than a local reputation and as a result has one
of the most extensive ﬁelds of practice of any phy
sician in the county. He makes his profession a
life study and is conversant with the latest discov

eries and theories connected with medical science.

gzﬁi * '_*_;__

13:13..

EWIS BAKER IIIBBARD, editor and pro

k prietor of the Lake County Post, of Wau
§ kegan, makes his home in Highland Park,
where he has resided since 1883. He was born in
the town of St. Armand, Canada, close to the

dividing line between that country and Vermont,
and is descended from New England ancestry. He
was born on the 20th of November, 1834, and is a

son of Casper B. and Eleanor M. (Baker) Hibbard,
who were also natives of Canada, but were descended

from early families of Connecticut and New Hamp
shire. The great-grandfather of our subject was
a native of Canterbury, Windham County, Conn.,
removed thence to Lebanon. N. H., and crossed the

line into Canada, about the time of the Revolu
ary Wan.
Lewis B. remained in his native country until
sixteen years of age, and received his rudimentary
education in the local schools. He then went to
Franklin County, \'t., and attended the New
Ilampton Institution, at Fairfax, after which he
entered the Newton Theological Seminary, in New
ton. Mass,. whence he was graduated in the class
of ’63. The following year he was ordained a
minister of the Baptist Church at Waterbury, \"t.,
and was there employed as pastor. He subse
quently ﬁlled a similar position in Summerville,
Mass, Grafton, Vt., Adams, Mass, and Cavendish,

mont Senate.

In 1882, he came to the Mississippi

year, when, his health having become seriously

impaired, he was forced to retire from the ministry
after twenty years’ continuous service in gospel
work. In 1883 be located in Ft. Sheridan, Lake
County, Ill., and became editor of the Farmers’
Review, of Chicago.

At the time of the World’s Exposition in New
Orleans, in 1884-85, he served as superintendent
of the Agricultural Department; and of what was
known as the “American Exposition,” he was Com
missioner of agriculture, and for the last three
months was acting Director General. In 1886,
Mr. llibbard was chosen General Manager of the
Minneapolis Exposition, which he organized and
conducted one year with such marked success that
the institution cleared $20,000. He resigned that
position in 1889 to accepted the presidency of the
Leland University, of New Orleans, but was
obliged to abandon the project on account of his
health again failing him,although the position was
held open for him one year. In 1886 he removed
from Ft. Sheridan to Ilighland Park, which has
since been his place of residence. In January,
1890, he bought into the Weekly Record, a weekly
journal published at Waukegan, becoming a part
ner of C. M. Cyrus. In September of that year
he bought his partner’s interest, and after consoli
dating with the Lake County Call, which paper had
been established in Libertyville, in 1887, by Will
iam L. Farmer, the name of The Weekly Record
was dropped and the present name of Lake County
Post of Wau-kegan was adopted, since which time
the paper has been edited and conducted by its
present proprietor. The Lake County Post has
rapidly grown in favor with the people of the
county, who have expressed their satisfaction with
it in the most gratifying manner (to the publisher)
by increasing very largely its subscription list and
general business. The feature of the paper that
has especially recommended it to favor is its edi_
torial page, which is entirely original, and is always
found to contain interesting and able articles on
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current topics and local subjects of general impor
tance. The best and most intelligent citizens of
the county are voluntarily becoming patrons of the
Post. During his manhood days Mr. Hibbard has
always been a contributor to the papers, and, while
a resident of Vermont, owned and published a
paper at Ludlow, the Vermont Tribune. He is at
present, and has long been, a regular correspond

ent of the Watchman, of Boston, Mass, of the
Springﬁeld (Mass) Republican, and the melon.
Baplist, of London, England, so that journalism
and literature have occupied much of his time.
On the 8th of July, 1863, Mr. Hibbard was united
in marriage in Charlotte, Vt., with Miss Eliza R.
Wooster, a native of that place, and a daughter of

H. and ()live (Randall) Wooster.
In early life Mr. llibbard was an original Abo
litionist, and naturally became a Republican,easting
his ﬁrst vote for Fremont and Dayton, the ﬁrst
Presidential nominees of that party, since which
time he has been identiﬁed with that political or
ganization. He has made the Lake (,‘ounly I’os/ a
reliable Republican paper, but holds himself inde
pendent of all local cliques and combinations.
He has been active in Sunday-school and church
work. and has done much to advance the religious
and educational interests of Highland Park and
neighboring villages since his residence in Lake
County.

Lake County.
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Benjamin Luce removed to Ver

non Township about 1864, and is now living with
his son in Hope, N. Dak., where he has made his

home for ten years. He is now seventy years of
age. His excellent wife departed this life in 1887.
Their children are Hannah, wife of John Bowman,
of Libertyville Township; Mary, was the wife
of John McNabb, and died aged nineteen years;
George, who is living in Hope, N. I)ak.; Valeria,
wife of Henry Merrill, of the ﬁrm of Merrill Bros.,
of Chicago, and ()rcn, of this sketch.
Our subject received good educational advant

ages, and at early day he was also trained in farm
labor.
He accompanied the family to Vernon
Township in 1861, and remained under the parental
roof until three years after he had attained his ma

jority. giving his father the beneﬁt of his labors.
He then began life for himself, forming a partner
ship with an uncle in the wholesale grocery business
in Milwaukee. Continuing operations in this line
for a year, he then sold out and purchased his pres
ent farm. He has made many excellent improve
ments thereon, built large barns and has now an

excellent farm, which is supplied with all modern
conveniences.

It is equipped with the latest im

proved machinery, good grades of stock, and the
well-tilled ﬁelds present a neat appearance, indica

tive of the thrift and enterprise of the owner. As
before stated he does an extensive dairy business,
having sold over eight thousand eight hundred
pounds of butter during 1890.
On the 3lst of August, 1869, Mr. LuCe was
united in marriage with Miss Kate Herrick, who

\

/’\\ REN l. LUCE. who is extensively engaged
in the dairy business, owns a good farm of
two
hundred and forty-two acres on section
\J

3, Vernon Township.

A native of Illinois, his en

tire life has been passed in this State. He was
born in Cook County, on the 7th of April, 1817,
and is one of ﬁn: children born unto Benjamin C.
and Rebecca (Ruth) Luce.

His father, a native of

Vermont, was a farmer by occupation and when a

young man emigrated to Cook County, in 1836,
settling in Wheeling Township. where he entered
land and began the development of a farm. In
that county he married Miss Ruth,a native of

Pennsylvania, whose people lived near Long Grove,

ﬁrst opened her eyes to the light of day in the
house which is still her home. She is a daughter
of John Herrick, one of the honored pioneers of
the county. who is more fully mentioned in the
sketch of l). D. Herrick, on another page of this
work. Unto them have been born two children—- Eugene P. and Gilbert, two bright young men,

Mr. Luce is a member of the order of Foresters
and also belongs to the Royal Arcanum. He has
been a supporter of the Republican party since

casting his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Grant, but.
has never desired or sought public ofﬁce, prefer
ring to devote his time and attention to his busi
ness interests, in which he has met with excellent
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success.

When he started in business he had to in

cur a debt of $8,000, but this was soon paid off,
and by energy, industry, perseverance and good
management he has gained an excellent home and
line property. He is numbered among the promi
nent citizens of Vernon Township, and Well do
serves a representation in his county’s history.

ear—aes—
BNER WESTON WALDt), an extensive
landowner and

stock-dealer,

of Vernon

State he operated a sawmill and a starch factory.
In 1856, he emigrated Westward, locating in Mar
quette County, Wis., and at the home of our sub

ject in Chicago, he passed away February 28, 1876.
In his younger years he was a charming singer, and
engaged in teaching vocal music. A supporter of
Democratic principles until 1856, he then joined
the new Republican party of which he was a stanch
, advocate. ln religious belief he was a Universa
list and won the regard of all by his upright life
and pleasant manner. The three children of the
family are Charles, of Briggsville, Wis; A. W., of
Vernon Township, and H. M., of Beloit, Wis.

Township, residing on section 3, claims
Vermont as the State of his nativity. He

Our subject was reared to manhood in the Green
Mountain State, and received liberal educational

was born on the 3d of January, 1830, and belongs

advantages, having supplemented his early school
training by a high school course. At the age of
seventeen he left home and entered upon his busi

to a family which traces its ancestry back through
four hundred years to France. Members of the
family went from that country to England, and
during Colonial days came thence to America. The
great-grandfather of our subject, Edward Waldo,
served in the Revolutionary War, as a Lieutenant
and at the battle of Bennington, was wounded. He
subsequently received a pension in recognition of
his faithful service.

Ilis son, Abner Waldo, the

grandfather of our subject, was born in Alstead,
N. H., March 7, 1775, and at the age of fourteen

was apprenticed to the tailor‘s trade, at which he
served a term of six years. He then started on
foot for Vermont with all of his worldly possess
ions, a change of linen tied up in his handker

chief. lle also had a pair of shears in his pocket
and with these he began work at his chosen occu
pation which he followed fora few years in East
Randolph, after which he bought a farm, spending
the remainder of his days upon it. He overcame
the obstacles and disadvantages in his path, and
arose to a position of wealth and prominence. For
nearly forty years he served in township ofﬁces
and was known as one of the leading citizens of the
community.
John Waldo, father of A. W., was the eldest of

ﬁfteen children, eight sons and seven daughters, all
of whom grew to manhood and womanhood, and his
birth occurred in East Randolph, Vt., June 8,
1797. He married Dolly Weston of that place,

who was born May 18, 1805, and in his native

ness career as a clerk in Salem, Mass.

Later he was

employed in the same capacity, in Boston, but
prior to his removal from Salem he was married on
the 23d of March, 1853, to Miss Elizabeth Stan

ford, who was born in that city. They returned to
Vermont for a year, and in 1855, emigrated to
Marquette County, Wis., where Mr. Waldo cn
gaged in farming until September, 1861, when he
enlisted in the First Wisconsin Heavy Artillery as
a private. The regiment was engaged in the de
tense of Washington and Alexandria for about a
year, or until the close of the war.
M r. Waldo on his discharge from the service re
turned to Wisconsin, and in 1866, went to Chicago,
where he secured a position as book-keeper, serv
ing in that capacity until 1871, when he embarked
in the lumber business for himself. For the past
ﬁve years he has resided upon his farm in Vernon
Township, which comprises ﬁve hundred and
twenty-tive acres of good land. lle removed hither,
more for the purpose of a change, than for any
pecuniary beneﬁt. From his youth he has been a
lover of good horses and wished to indulge his
taste by raising and caring for them. His farm is
excellently equipped with every convenience for
this purpose and there. may be seen some of the
ﬁnest horses to be found in the county. As a citi
zen, Mr. Waldo is prominent, and his. public spirit
- and progressive ideas. make hima leader. He cast
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his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Daniel Webster, al
though not a candidate of whom he was a great ad
mirer, and supported the Whig party until the rise
of the Republican party, of which he has been a
stanch advocate. While residing in Chicago he
was elected a member of the City Council in 1876,

of the life of Lady Jane Grey by David Bartlett
and also in the "Biographical sketches of Eminent

when the reform administration went into power,

and died in Hackney, in 1737.

and is at present Supervisor of Vernon Township.
A man ofintelligenee and good business ability he
has been very successful in 'life. He started out
with a capital of $250, but possessed a strong de

teen large folio volumes, besides sermons

Christians,” pages four, ﬁve, and six.

Rev. John

Strype, an immediate descendant of the above
mentioned gentleman, was a celebrated ecclesiasti
cal historian who was born in London, in 1643,

His works ﬁll thir
and

have appeared as obstacles in his path, he has made

pamphlets. An account of his life may be found
in Chambers Encyclopedia, Vol. IX., also the
American Encyclopedia of 1876, and the Encyclo
pedia. Brittanica. John Stripe, an immediate de
scendant of Rev. John Stripe was born in London,

to serve his purpose as stepping stones to some

about 1788, and died in 1821, at the age of thirty

thing higher.

He is now numbered among the

three. He was a hair-dresser to the court of George

wealthy citizens of this community who may truly
be called self-made men.
The union of Mr. and Mrs. Waldo has been

III. during his life-time. About 1811, he married
Martha lIewett of Portsmouth, England, whose

te"minati0n- to succeed, and those things which

blessed with four children: Annie E., who is now
the wife of W'illiam F. Martin of Salem, Mass;

relatives were extensive landowners at that place.
l’nto them were born ﬁve children as follows:
William II., John Edwin, Sarah, Eliza and Mary.

Caroline Il., wife of Chas. W. Galbraith of Chi

After her husband’s death, Mrs. Stripe removed to

cago; ()llve \V. who married lIomer A. Squire, of
the same city; and Albro W., a lumber merchant

Portsmouth and survived some thirty-three years.
William II. Stripe, eldest son of the above, was

of Chicago. The family home of Mr. Waldo is
an elegant country residence, beautifully and taste
fully furnished and is the abode of hospitality.

removal to Portsmouth he was adopted by his
uncle and aunt, Edward and Sally Legg, the lady

born January 5, 1813, in London, and after their

being his mother's sister.

['ILLIAM HENRY STRIPE is one of the
W leading citizens of Waukegan and therefore
' \j

By them he was pro

vided with most excellent educational advantages
and became one of the ﬁnest mathematicians in
England. He was apprenticed to a cabinet-maker
and attained like excellence in that trade. He
married Jane Brambelbe, the youngest daughter of
John and Ann Brambelbe of South Sea, Portsmouth,

this volume would be incomplete without

England, on the 4th of November, 1833, and

asketch of his life. He is descended from the
ancient Dutch family of that name. Ilis anetstors
left Holland in the early part of the fourteenth
century and emigrated to England where the spell
ing of the name was changed from Strijhpe to
Strype and finally to Stripe. The ﬁrst authentic
account of the family in England commences with
the latter part of the fifteenth century. Strype,
the annalist of the Court of Henry VIII., was an
intimate friend of the celebrated scholar and mar

they had nine children, viz.: Edward, Edmund,

tyr, Dr. Roland Taylor, who was born about 1486,
and suffered death at the stake February 9, 1555.

Mention is made of the family on page eighty-two

William II., John Edwin. Eliza Jane, Martha Ann,

Thomas Carpenter, Robert George, Jane and Al
fred. Jane died at the age of nine months and
Thomas C. when three and a half years old. The
parents of Mrs. Stripe. John and Ann Brambelbe,
were natives of England, the former born in Cory
don, near London, and the latter in the Parish of

Chalton, Sussex. She was the eldest daughter of
William Carpenter of that place and a member of
the well-known family of Carpenters whose ances
try ean be traced back in the parish records for
more than three hundred years. Mr. Brambelbe

494

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

was a carriage painter by trade and died between
the ages of sixty 'and seventy years, from the
effects of the gout.

in Lake Forest; and one child who was born June
28, 1875, lived only a few minutes.

The last eight months of his apprenticeship was
given William H. Stripe that he might accept a
situation as painter on board Her Majesty‘s train
ing ship, “Illustrious,” for a term of ten years, but
owing to ill health at the close of eight months’
service he was discharged from the navy. ()n par

William H. Stripe, Jr., was born on the 7th of

April, 1837, and was educated in a private school
until his ninth year. When about nine years of
age he commenced working in a painting establish
ment as an errand boy but it was soon learned that
he was handy with the brush and he was set to
work. at painting. At the age of eleven he entered
the employ of John William Harris, a plumber,
painter and glazier of South Sea, receiving 18d.
per week. At fourteen years of age he was appren
ticed to Mr. Harris for a term of seven years. He
worked about twelve years at the trade before
serving as a journeyman.
When a little over eighteen years of age Mr.
Stripe was joined in wedlock with Mary Morcom,
eldest daughter of William Watts and Ann Mor

tially recovering he began work as a journeyman

and also worked as foreman for different ﬁrms in
England.
He had now ample experience to
engage in business, and embarked in life for
himself having an efﬁcient assistant in the person
of his wife. After six or seven years of business
life in England he decided to come to America
and set sail from Liverpool on the 25th of January,
1872, on the steamer "City of \Vashington.” Dur
ing the voyage the vessel was almost wrecked in a
storm and suffered much damage but after sixteen
and a half days’ sailing arrived safely in port. Mr.
Stripe landed at Castle Garden on the 10th of
February, and ﬁve days later reached Chicago.
Within a week he had commenced work and during
his residence in that city was connected with sev
eral ﬁrms, among them Heath & Milligan. He
also worked in the Rock Island car-shops and in
May began to work as a grainer and sign painter.
His family embarked from Liverpool on the 30th
of that month on the fast mail steamer “Scandina
viau” and arrived in Quebec June 11, but were
detained three weeks owing to the illness and death
of their son Walter. 011 the 5th of July. the wife

com. Her father was born in Elston, Cornwall, in
1788, and by trade was a master tailor. His father,
William Morcom, Sr., was a master rope-maker of

Elston. The death of William Watts Morcom 0c
curred on Easter Sunday of 1856, at the age of
sixty-nine years. Ilis wife, a daughter of William
Penalls, was born in Kcmpton, Hanover, England,
and died in October, 1869. Mrs. Stripe was born
April 11, 1837, at Brecknell, Berkshire, England,
and was married on the 12th of August, 1855.

They had fourteen children: John Edwin, born on
the 13th of November 1856, died January 15, 1857;
the next younger were twins who were born and
died in May, 1858; William 11., born July 17,
1859, died July 19, of the same year; Alfred

and children were welcomed by the husband and

Ernest, was born May, 7, 1860, at West Cowes,

Isle of Wight;

Walter Samuel, born in l’orts

mouth, February 7, 1862, died June 30, 1872, in

Quebec, Canada, his death resulting from an acci
dent; Arthur Edmund, born November 9, 1863, at
Newport, on the Isle of Wight; Reuben llcnry,
born December 28, 1865. in Portsmouth, l‘ingland;
Edith Mary, born in Portsmouth, June 23, 1867,

Violet Emeline, born in Portsmouth, February 4,
1869; Wilfred Thomas, born in Portsmouth De
cember 7, 1870, (lied August 9. 1872, in Chicago;
Burt Foster, born March 21, 1873, in Ravinia,

Lake County; Ida Centennial, born May 25, 1876,

i
l

father in Chicago where again death visited the
family, carrying off the youngest child after ﬁve
weeks from that date.
In August work began to fail as there was a
great inﬂux of workmen from all parts of the
world. Mr. Stripe could not obtain sufﬁcient em
ployment to support his family but Thomas Foster.
a lumber merchant and one of the Deacons of the
First Baptist Church, where the family attended,
kindly offered his assistance. He owned some
property in South Highland, Lake County, now
Ravinia, of which Mr. Stripe was placed in charge
to look after the property and to clear the lots, re
ceiving $9 per week with which to support a family
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of eight children. There was no Way of reaching
the place except by walking down the railroad
track or crossing an extensive meadow. Mr. Foster
built a shanty for them to live in. Their nearest
neighbor at the time was half a. mile away. After
being in Mr. Foster’s employ for eight months our
subject obtained work at his trade on the Highland
Park Hotel, called Highland Hall, in which he did
some very ﬁne graining. In September of the
same year, 1873, he executed some very elegant
samples of graining (imitations of fancy woods
and marbles) which he sent to the ﬁrst Inter-State
Exposition in Chicago. and at the opening of the
Exposition was very highly complimented by the
newspapers of that city on his excellent skill as a
graincr and imitator of fancy woods and marbles.
During the winter of 1872—3 the weather was very
severe, the thermometer often registering twenty
eight or thirty degrees below zero. Coming as
they had from the south of England the family
felt the cold to be intensely severe.
On the 24th of March, 1873, a son was added to

the band of children. The family became mem
bers of the First Baptist Church of Highland Park
the Sunday after its dedication and Mr. and Mrs.
Stripe organized the ﬁrst Sunday-school in Ravinia,
which was afterwards supported by B. F. Jacobs.
of Chicago. They left Ravinia on the 23d of
March, 1874, to take charge of a farm at East
Northﬁeld, Cook County, owned by Thomas Feaks,
a butcher of Highland Park but left it November
11th and moved to a farm, called the "old 'l‘enslcr
place." near Lake Forest. Two children were born
upon that farm. On the 15th of March, 1877, Mr.
Stripe leased a two hundred-acre farm, two miles
west of Lake Forest from James Steele, of Evan
ston. His wife being an excellent manager, she
operated the land with the aid of her two eldest
sons, Alfred and Arthur, thus enabling Mr. Stripe
to carry on the painting business in. Lake Forest.
He did the ﬁne work on many of the palatial rcsi
dences at that place owned by Chicago’s wealthiest
merchants, among them J. V. & C. B. Farwell, the
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In November, 1882. Mr. and Mrs. Stripe pur
chased a home and twenty-one acres of land in
Waukegan Township and removed to it March 15,
1884. Most of their children are still under the
parental roof but two have left the old home. Ar
thur E. was married October 15, 1885, to Miss

Clara M., eldest daughter of Mrs. M. Graff, of
Waukegan, by the Rev. J. M. Strong, and on
Thursday, November 26, 1885, Alfred E. was

joined in wedlock with Ruby Farnham, eldest
daughter of L._Farn'ham, Rev. J. M. Strong again
ofﬁciating. On the 20th of March, 1889, the father
took Arthur E. and Reuben H. into partnership
with him under the ﬁrm name of W. H. Stripe &
Sons, and removal to the commodious quarters
which they now occupy across the street from the
old stand where be located in the spring of 1887,
on selling out in Lake Forest.

In April, 1889, the

father was elected School Trustee for a term of
three years, also J ustiee of the Peace for four years.
Socially, he became a Master Mason of A. O. Fay
Lodge, No. 676. A. F. dz A. M. of Highland Park,
August 3, 1875. He was initiated into the mys
teries of Waukegan Chapter, No. 41, R. A. M. in
I878,joined Waukegan Commandery, No. 12, K. '1‘.
in 1881, and Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, in 1884.

The last change up to date in the family circle
occurred on the 18th of February, 1891, when Mr.

and Mrs. Stripe gave their eldest daughter, Edith,
in marriage to Joseph W. Greenﬁeld, youngest son
of the late Joseph Green ﬁeld, of Tumby Woodside,

Lincolnshire,
formed

Ingland.

The ceremony was per

by the Rev. R. H. Pate, pastor of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, of \Vaukcgan.

“WM
OHN

B.

LEGNARD, who has made his

W. C. Larned, of Blair Lodge, R. D. Holt and

home in Waukegan for almost a quarter of
a century, is one of the most prominent
(a),
business men in this part of the State, being
[Foprietor of an immense brick manufacturing es
tablishment in Chicago and of several large ranches
in Iowa and Nebraska. Like many of our wealth

others.

iest men, he has arisen from the lowest ﬁnancial

Durand Brothers, Simon Reid, William Warren,

He has also ﬁlled contracts in Manitowoc,

and Racine, Wis.

level.
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Mr. Legnard was born in Burlington, Vt., Feb
ruary 9. 1835, and is of French extraction. His
paternal great-grandfather, a Colonel of the French
army, came to this country with LaFayette, as
sisted the Colonists in gaining their independence
and returned to his native land with the General.
With Mr. chnard came his son, a youth, who also
served in the Revolutionary War, but, unlike his
father, he remained with the people he had aided
in throwing off the yoke of British oppression. Ile
married and settled in Essex County, N. Y., where
August Legnard, father of our subject, was born.
When the War of 1812 was in progress August
Legnard shouldered his musket as his father had
done, and valiantly served his country, being an
active participant in the battle of Plattsburg. IIe
wedded a New Ilampshire lady—Louise Gardner.
She was of English descent, and it is said that her
ancestors, loyal to the mother country, served the
British cause in the War of the Revolution. She
died July 16, 1845. in the prime of life, leaving
eight children, ﬁVe sons and three daughters.
Though August Legnard carried on farming, he
was for forty-four years in the revenue service on

Lake Champaign.
After quitting the Govern
ment service he devoted himself exclusively to
farming, having his home on the lake shore. He
died at Rouse’s Point, N. Y., aged ninety-seven
years and four months.
John B. Legnard was the fourth child of this
couple. \Vhen he was seven years old his father
removed to Rouse’s l’oint, Clinton County, N. Y.,
and there amid rural scenes on the shores of that
beautiful lake his happy boyhood days were spent.
His education was acquired in the common schools
and since fourteen years of age he has been dis
ciplined in the great struggle for subsistence. In
1849, though only fourteen years old, he left the
parental roof, came to Chicago, and there spent
the winter. The following spring he started in a
company of thirty-six men from Chicago for the
Eldorado of the West, California.

Of this com

pany thirty-one reached Sacramento City after a
weary march of five months and eight days.
Three were killed by Indians and two died on the
road. For ten years Mr. Legnard remained in
the West, though the last years were passed in

Colorado. Mining gold was his chief occupation,
but for some time he conducted loaded trains for
a company across the plains, and thus made the
trip eight times, besides going twice to Salt Lake
City by wagon. In 1860 he returned to Chicago,
went to the oil regions of \Vestern Pennsylvania,
where he sunk oil wells and engaged in the oil
trade.
In 'I‘ionesta, Forest County, Pa., November 18,

1862, Mr. Legnard married Miss Josephine, daugh
ter of Huntington and Frances (Thatcher) May,
who were natives of Massachusetts and New York
respectively. Mrs. Legnard is a descendant of
John May, a wealthy merchant of Boston, who
was a member of that famous Tea-party. He was
Colonel 0f the First Regiment of the Boston
Militia, which he commanded during Shay’s Re

bellion. She is also descended from Peregrine
White, who was born on the “Mayﬂower” as it lay
at anchor in Cape Cod Harbor. He was the ﬁrst
white child born in New England and the court
of Marshﬁeld. Mass, gave him two hundred acres
of land in consideration of his birth. Grandfather
May was a Presbyterian minister and a man of
sterling worth. The parents of Mrs. Legnard emi
grated to Pennsylvania, where they spent the re
mainder of their lives.
In 1867 our subject removed to Waukegan.
farmed for ayear and then returned to Chicago.
The next year he began the manufacture of brick
at West Thirty-ninth street and Ashland Avenue,
that city. The business increased year by year
until they employed some four hundred men,
having a capacity of twenty-six million bricks an
nually, though the business has not been carried on
so extensively for the last few years. In addition to
the above business, he is largely interested in
farming in Iowa and Nebraska.
M r. and Mrs. Legnard are the parents of seven
children: Bertha, who is married and resides in
Franklin, Pa.; Francis A.; William, who has charge
of the business in Chicago; Bessie L., John B.,

Jr., Huntington M. and Archibald B. The mother
of this family is a member of the Episcopal
Church. In politics Mr. Legnard is a stanch Re
publican, and socially is a member of the Masonic
and Odd Fellows societies. He is a worthy ex
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Catherine S., widow of Dr. Cornelius M. Stewart,

ample of what a young man of industry and deter
mination can do, having achieved success despite

died at the home of our subject, aged thirty-one

the most unfavorable circumstances.

years; Hiram, of this sketch; Henry, who makes his

He is num

bered among the wealthy men of \Vaukegan and
his accumulations are the fruits of his honest en
deavor.

home with Hiram; Mandana, died when four years

old. After the death of her husband Mrs. Ferry
came to this county, and died at the home of her
son, Hiram, July 23, 1867.

Believing that the resources of the \Vest oﬁ’ercd
better opportunities for acquiring wealth, Hiram
Ferry came by rail to Buffalo, N. Y., and by the
IRAM FERRY. Of the early settlers who
came to this county and have given the
best years of their lives to its development
.

but few remain.

Of those who still abide,

none are more worthy of a representation in the
old settlers’ record than the well-known gentle-nan
whose name appears at the head of this sketch.
Hiram Ferry was born in Brimﬁeld, Ilampden
County, Mass, October 5. 1827, and springs from
two substantial families of the old Bay State. His

lakes to Waukegan, where he arrived in the sum

mer of 1849. Having bought the tract of land on
which he now lives, he began the arduous task of
improvement. He now owns seven hundred and
thirty-one acres of ﬁnely improved land. The farm
is divided into ﬁelds of convenient size and furnished
with a splendid house and substantial outbuild
ings.
On the 11th of January, 1860, Mr. Ferry mar

and was born January 27, 1788. Throughout life
he made his home in his native county. He was

ried Mary J., daughter of James and Elizabeth
(Pentecost) Yeoman. both natives of Cornwall,
England, the former born at Probus, April 1, 1813,
and the latter at the same place June 21,1815.

a farmer by occupation, and in that county was

They were married May 10,1836, and ten years

considered an extensive one. Mr. Ferry’s mother
bore the maiden name of Phila Fuller. She
was born November 29, 1791, and was a (laughter
of Stephen and Eunice Fuller, who spent their
lives in the State of Massachusetts. the former
dying November 7, 1836, aged seventy-nine years,

later came to the United States. arriving in Boston
in October. After a short stop they came to Little
Fort. now Waukegan, and bought one hundred and

father, Oliver Ferry, was also a native of Brimﬁeld,

ninety acres, on which stood the Grove House, a
place familiar to the early settlers as a stopping
place between Little Fort and South Port, in other

and the latter August 9, 1843, at the same age.

words, between \Vaukegan and Kenosha, Wis.

Phila Fuller was married prior to her union with
Oliver Ferry to Elam Hale, by whom she had three
children, two (lying in infancy. The surviving

at once turned his attention to farming, but in

one, Mary J., is the widow of Abner Allen.

The union of Oliver Ferry and Phila (Fuller)
Hale was celebrated May 19, 1813. In the latter part
of 1852 he came to this county, bought land in

Benton Township, returned to Massachusetts, and
while preparing for the ﬁnal removal of the family
to his Western home, suddenly sickened and died

lie

1849, he embarked in the tailoring business in'
South 1’0rt, and was there during the dreadful
cholera scourge. Returning to the farm he there
remained until 1862, when he engaged in the cloth
ing and furniture business in Waukegan, which he

carried on successfully until about 1881, when fail
ing health caused him to retire from business. Since
August, 1890, he and his wife have found a com
fortable home with their daughter, Mrs. Ferry.

Elam

To Mr. and Mrs. Ferry were born ﬁve children,

8., died in Massachusetts in his sixty-ﬁrst year;
Laura, married Samuel N. Coy, and is now de
ceased; Celim N., a sketch of whom appears else
where in this work; Lucius L., deceased; Julia A.,

all natives of Benton Township—Hiram \V., born
April 7, 1863, married Grace U. Cole, September

September 25, 1853, leaving nine children.

wife of John L. Redding, of Benton Township;

24, 1885, has a son, Earl W., and is engaged in
merchandising in Waukegan; Phila E., born N0
vcmber 3, 1864; John Y., May 22, 1868; James
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H., March 5, 1874; Edward L., October’26, 1876.
All except the ﬁrst abide under the parental roof.
Politically Mr. Ferry has always been a Repub
lican and has been prominently identiﬁed with the
atfairs of his county and township. For nearly a
half century he has been honored with ofﬁcial po
sitions. For eleven years he was a member of the
County Board of Supervisors, about eight years
Treasurer of the township school fund, one year
Collector and for forty years School Director. 11 is
every act in ofﬁcial life has been marked with the
highest consideration for the best interests of the
people. He is a man widely known throughout the
county, and his honorable, upright dealings have
won for him both a competence and the highest
regard of those with whom he has had to deal.
Religioust Mrs. Ferry holds membership in the
Methodist Episcopal Church.

.:_miai~—

Republican party when he joined its ranks. His
wife was a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and for eleven years prior to her death was
blind. Mr. Fenwick died August 8, 1888, and a
month and a half later on the 18th of September.
she _too passed away.
Our subject was the only child born unto George
and Ann Vowler. He spent the ﬁrst six years of
his life in his native land and then came with his
mother and stepfather to Illinois. As the country
was new and schools inferior his educational ad
vantages were quite limited, but concerning the
business affairs of life he has become well posted.
On attaining a sufﬁcient age he embarked in agri
cultural pursuits which he followed until 1849,
when attracted by the discovery of gold in Cali
fornia he started for the Paciﬁc Slope.

He was ac

companied by Myron and James Moore and to
gether they went down the Mississippi River to the
Gulfand crossed the Isthmus to the town of Pan
ama, where they had to remain six weeks waiting
for a vessel, and it was not until sixty-three.days

EORGE VOWLER, who has laid aside the

cares of active business life and is now living
retired in Libertyville, is of English birth.
lie was born in Devonshire. April 11, 1826, and is

a son of George and Ann (Tavener) Vowler. His
father died in his native land when our subject was
quite small, after which the mother married Wil
liam Fenwick, a native of Yorkshire, England, who
was born in 1805. She was born in 1800. The
year 1832 witnessed their departure from their
' native land and their arrival in Canada. The fol
lowing year they went to Chicago, at which day
there was only one tavern in the place. In fact a
few poor buildings constituted the town and even
the most far-sighted could not have imagined that
there was to be built a city which is now second
in size in the Union. After having spent two years
in Chicago they came to Lake County, Mr. Fen
wick, taking a claim upon Diamond Lake 'of three
hundred and twenty acres of land, which be sub

sequently entered from the Government and im
proved. Devoting his energies to farming opera
tions it was not long until his land was well eul
tivated and yielding a good return for his efforts.
In politics he was a Whig until the rise of the new

later that they reached San Francisco. For over
six years they remained in California mining gold.
Their provisions on the ocean were of the worst
sort, too horrible to describe, yet notwithstanding
the fact of their long voyage and the wretched
provisions, out of three hundred passengers but two
died. Though mining was his chief business, Mr.
Vowler served for one summer as cook. In April,
1857, he returned by way of the Isthmus and New
York City.
As soon as he had again reached home Mr. Vow
ler began farming in Ela Township, where he was
married December 9, 1857, to Josie M. Colvin, a

native of Washington County, N. Y. Mrs. Vowler
was born October 4. 1838, and is a daughter of
William and Catherine (Searls) Colvin. Her
father was born in Washington County, N. Y.,
August 22, 1811, and his wife at Fort Ann in the

same county, April 4, 1815, being a sister of Wil
liam Searls, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this
work. She was a teacher by profession and thus
employed her time prior to her marriage, which
was celebrated in 1835. Six years later, Mr. and
Mrs. Colvin started westward, locating in Michi
gan, where they spent three years and then came
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to Lake County, Ill., with an ox-team. Mr. Colvin
wasa farmer and teacher and for twenty terms
taught school in New York, Michigan and this
county. Both he and his wife were Baptists and
Mr. Colvin was a Republican in politics. He held
a number of township ofﬁces and was always faith
ful to every duty devolving upon him and toevery
trust reposed upon him. He was called to his ﬁnal
home April 16, 1875, and his wife died May 20,

1888. In their family were seven children, of
whom ﬁve became teachers.
_
Mrs. Vowler is the second child. She was edu
cated at \Vaukegan Academy and at the age of
fourteen years began teaching school, which she
continued with excellent success for ﬁve summers.
Upon their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Yowler began
their domestic life upon a farm in Ela Township
where they continued to make their home until
1889, when they removed to Libertyville, where

they are still residing. He still owns the old home
stead however. His ﬁrst vote was cast for Zachary
Taylor, but from that time he supported the Demo
cratic party until Gen. Grant became a candi
date, since which he has been a Republican. He
has never sought ofﬁce, yet keeps himself well informed concerning the issues of the day. llchas
lived in the county for ﬁfty-six years and is a man
of abundant means, having acquired his possessions
by' his own efforts. His wife isa member of the
Methodist Church. This worthy couple have led
useful lives which have won them the conﬁdence
and high regard of all with whom they have come
in contact and it is with pleasure that we present
their sketch to the readers of the ALBUM.

ﬁMMGE—w
n

AVELIA WHITNEY, a pioneer of Illinois

’7
of 1842, and a resident of Lake County.
Z since 1844. was born in the town of Brutus,
Cayuga County, N. Y., on the 16th of No
vember, 1815, and is a son of William and Jennie

(Whitmore) Whitney.

His father was a native of
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When Havelia was three years of age his parents
removed with their family to Huron County,Ohi0,
where he was reared on a farm and educated in the
common schools. It was during his residence in
that county, that on the 30th of March, 1837, he

married Miss Harriet McNitt, daughter of Elijah
McNitt, and a native of Cayuga County, N. Y.,
born November 5, 1814.

In October, 1842, Mr. Whitney emigrated from
Ohio to Illinois, settling in the northern part of
La Salle County, where he spent the winter, and
about the last of March, 1843, removed to Du Page
County, locating near Elgin. He ushered in the
New Year (1844) by his removal to Lake County,
and his settlement in what is now \Varren Town
ship. 110 at ﬁrst entered eighty acres of Govern
ment land, and subsequently purchased a second
eighty, after which be there carried on farming
until 1866, when he engaged in surveying. He
served as County Surveyor of Lake County for
about ﬁfteen years, a fact which indicated his efﬁ
ciency and faithfulness to duty. In 1869, Mr.
Whitney removed to Waukegan, where he resided
ten years, and then returned to the farm where he
continued until 1882, when he again removed to
the city, where he has since made his home.
Three children, two daughters and a son, have
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Whitney; Marian, the
eldest, was born April 9, 1840, married on the 2lst
of November, 1856, to Obed Allen, and died Au

gust 17, 1878, leaving three surviving children;
Emma .11., the younger daughter, who was born
January 24, 1846, married James Finney, June 6,
1868, she resided in Waukegan after her marriage
until her death which occurred on March 30, 1891,
leaving one daughter; Charles, the only son, was
born October 6, 1849, married Miss Lodima Brown,

and is the senior member of the law ﬁrm of Whit
ney 6'; Upton 0f Waukegan, and his sketch is given
elsewhere in this w0rk. After forty-eight years of
wedded life Mr. Whitney was called upon to mourn
the loss of his wife, who died on the 8th of Febru
ary, 1885.
In politics, our subject was a Whig in early life

Vermont, and was of Scotch and English descent,

and joined the Republican party on its organiza

while his mother, who was born in Brutus, Cayuga
County, N. Y., was of English and Irish lineage.

tion, continuing to afﬁliate therewith until the for
mation of the Greenback party, since which time
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he has been a close adherent to its principles. He
was elected Justice of the Peace on the organiza
tion of the town of \Varren, and held that oﬁiee all

the years of his residence there. He was also
elected the ﬁrst Supervisor of that town and held
various School Board ofﬁces. While the Grange
was in existence he was a member of that order.
Mr. Whitney has led a busy and useful life, and

has always enjoyed the respect and conﬁdence of
the people in every community in which he has
resided. Mr. Whitney and all ﬁve of his brothers
and sisters, as well as his three children and three
grand-children have all been teachers.

WW
, ARTIN MELODY is a prominent farmer
/\ of Libertyville Township, residing on see
‘ tion 36, where he owns three hundred and

twenty-ﬁve acres of valuable land.

His

home is a ﬁne brick residence, and in the rear stand

good barns and other outbuildings, which are as
monuments to his thrift and industry, as every im
provement upon the farm has been placed there by
his own hands.
Mr. Melody is a native of the Emerald Isle. He
was born in County Mayo, March 19, 1837,and is a

son of Patrick M. and Sarah (Holmes) Melody, who
were born and reared in the same community which
was the birthplace of our subject. In 1840 Patrick
Melody crossed

the

Atlantic to America, and

traveled by way of the lakes and Chicago to Lake
County. where in the midst of the forest he made
a claim of one hundred and sixty acres in Deerﬁeld
Township. He built a log cabin, began the im
provement of a farm, and the following year was
joined by his family. He continued to make his
home upon the farm which he had developed from
the virgin soil until his death, which occurred Oc
tober 28. 1859, at the age of sixty-seven years.
His excellent wife long survived him, dying in
February. 1890, at the advanced age of eighty-nine
years and twenty-ﬁve days. Mr. Melody gave his
entire attention to agricultural pursuits, laboring
untiringly to provide his family with a comfort
able home. He had only eighteen cents remain

ing when he landed in America, but enterprise and
industry stood him instead of fortune, and he be
came well-to-do.
The subject of this sketch was a lad of only four
summers when by his mother he was brought to
the United States. His memory takes him back to
the time of his boyhood spent in a log cabin or in
roaming over the prairies. He had to walk four or
ﬁve miles to school, and as soon as he was old

enough to work upon a farm,only attended during
the winter season, as his help was needed at home.
He aided in the laborious task of clearing and de
veloping a new farm, and remained under the
parental roof taking care of his father and mother
long after the other members of the family had
left home. He has resided upon his present farm
since 1861, and he further completed his arrange
ments for securing a home for himself by his mar
riage.
On the 1st of March, 1870, in St. Paul, Minn.,
Mr. Melody was joined in Wedloek with Miss Julia
Kelly, daughter of Patrick and Mary (Flaherty)
Kelly, who were pioneers of Deerﬁeld Township.
Mrs. Melody was born in that community, and
with her parents removed to Minnesota, in 1865.
The farm which is the home of our subject and
his worthy wife is one of the best in the commu
nity. Its well tilled ﬁelds, good buildings, the im
proved machinery and the ﬁne grades of stock
which he raises, all indicate the owner to be a man

of progressive and enterprising spirit, and he is
accounted by his fellow-townsmen as one of the
leading citizens of the community. He is not one
who believes that the farming class is the ignorant
class, and although his school training was limited
be has made of himself a well informed man.
Those enterprises which are calculated to upbuild
and beneﬁt the community receive his hearty sup
port and coroperation, and he has taken an active
part in the work of the Catholic Church of which
he is a faithful member. He cast his ﬁrst Presiden
tial vote for Buchanan, and has since been a mem

ber of the Dem‘ocracy. In connection with general
farming, he is connected with the Chicago Milk
Shippers' Association as one of its directors, and
in the various lines of his business he is meeting
with excellent success, such as comes to those who
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are industrious. persevering and enterprising. An
honored pioneer of the county, his residence in
the community covers a period of half a century,
few having so long been identified with its upbuild
ing and history as he.

AMES MCCABE is the manager of a nicely
improved farm of

two hundred acres on

section 11, Wauconda Township, pleasantly
,

situated within a mile and a half of Volo,

where he has resided for some years. He was born
on the 30th of September, 1837, in Rockland
County, N. Y., and is a son of Patrick McCahe,
who was born near Lake Erin, in County Fermagh.
Ireland, in August, 1815. By trade he was a stone
and brick mason and followed that occupation for
a number of years. On the 1st of May, 1836, he
led to the marriage altar Miss Ann Gallagher, a
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thought nothing of walking from his home to
Chicago. The usual hardships and privations of
pioneer life fell to his lot. He is numbered among
the honored pioneers and prominent citizens of the
community, and now makes his home with his son
James in Wauconda Township, at the age of
seventy- six years. His wife, who was born Novem
ber 14, 1815, died June 10, 1888.
Our subject was quite young when with his par
ents he came to Illinois. lie received only such
educational advantages as the common schools
afforded and was early inured to hard labor such as
accompanies the development of a new farm. On
the 10th of January, 1864, at the age of twenty
six years, he was joined in wedlock with Miss
Bridget Welch, who was born in County Kilkeuny,
Ireland, in 1842. When she was a maiden of six
teen summers she accompanied her parents to

America, the family locating in McHenry County,
Ill.

IIer death occurred August 12,

1870, and

her remains were laid to rest in the McHenry

native of the same county in which her husband

Catholic Cemetery, where a beautiful monument

was born. They became parents of four sons and
three daughters, the eldest of whom is our subject;
Martin is a resident of Carson City, Nevada, where
he and his family make their home, he being now
County Recorder of Deeds; Mary Ann is the wife
of John White of Chicago; William Michael, who
wedded Mrs. Mary E. Packard, is employed in
Chicago; two children of the name of Catherine
died in infancy; and John W., who married Miss
Sarah Coyle, a natiVe of this State, is engaged in
business in Wauconda.
()n the 10th of June, 1836, Patrick McCabe,
accompanied by his young bride set sail for

was erected to her memory. By this marriage were
born four children, a son and three daughters but
the eldestdied in infancy; Carrie who was educated
in MclIenry, and Nellie who also was a student in
McHenry, have taken charge of the home since the

mother’s death, having the whole responsibility of
the household resting upon them. They have
faithfully performed their work and as far as possi
ble supplied their mother’s place. The other mem
ber of the family was an infant.

In addition to the management of home farm,
Mr. McCahe owns one hundred and twenty acres of
land in Macon County, Mo. He has prospered in
America, and on the 10th of Novamher landed in
his business career and is now numbered among the.
substantial citizens of the community. In politics
New York, where he remained for three years, after
which he spent six years in Chicago, working as a ' he is an inﬂexible adherent of the Democracy and
stone and brick mason. Afterward he was em
cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Siephen A_
Douglas. He takes an active interest in political
ployed by A. S. Sherman of Waukegan, and about
that time removed to Wauconda Township, which _ affairs and has frequently been called upon to serve
was then a part of Cook County. A log cabin was , as a delegate to the countv conventions and was a
warm supporter of Hon. E. M. llaines. Socinlh
built upon a one hundred and twenty-acre tract of
land which he entered and he began life in true
he is a member of Volo Lodge of the Patrons of
Industryv “hieh has a members-lop -f 1\\' l||\' ~|x
pioneer style. On his land not a furrow had been
farmers. all of Whom are thoroughly inl r1 sud 1..
turned or an improvement made; the nearest
market was at Little Fort or Waukegan; and he i the work which is calculated to advance the inter
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ests of the agriculturist. Charitable and benevo
lent, he gives liberally to the support of all worthy
enterprises and he and his daughters are devout
members of the Catholic Church of Wauconda of
which Father O’Neil is pastor. The McCabe
household is noted for its hospitality and its mem
bers hold a high position in the social world, the
daughters having many friends among the residents
of this cOmmunity.

offices and was also the ﬁrst County Treasurer of
Lake County. Prior to the war he supported the
Democratic party but afterwards was a stanch Re
publican. In religious views he was a Baptist, be
longing to the church in Highland Park and was a
prominent member of the Masonic fraternity. He
died at the home of his son in Iowa, December 20,

1882. at the age of eighty-one years and the death
of his wife occurred August 23, 1873, at the age

of seventy-three.

Ifl§IEMA_.

They were parents of the fol

lowing children: Harvey, now deceased; B. F., a

‘1'

§|§®sa

UDSON A. MASON, a prominent citizen of
Vernon Township, residing on section 9,
f \
was born in Chicago January 15, 1835, when
{92/ the city which is now second in size in the
Union was a mere hamlet, containing only Ft.
Dearborn and a few pioneer cabins with one or two
trading points. His father, Mathias Mason, was a
native of Plattsburg, N. Y., and when a young man
learned the blacksmith’s trade. In his native city
he married Maria Rice, who was born in Vermont
and in 1833 emigrated with his family to Chicago,
by way of the lakes. After three weeks of travel

resident farmer of Libertyville. Judson, of this
sketch; George, deceased ; J. 13., a farmer of Vernon
Township; Susan, who died in 1863.
Judson,

whose name heads this sketch,

was

he arrived at his destination in July, and in Chi

reared in this county among the wild scenes of pio
neer life. He remembers to have seen many In
dians in his youth and wild game of all kinds was
plentiful in that day. His early education was ac
quired in a log schoolhouse but he afterwards at
tended several terms at the Waukegan Academy.
With the exception of the winter of 1856, which
he spent in Minnesota, his home has always been
in this county and upon a part of his father’s farm
he began life for himself as_an agriculturist. In
August, 1862, when this country was engaged in

cago opened a blacksmith shop.

civil war, he offered his services to the Govern

The growth of

that city is one of the miracles of the age. One
cannot realize that hardly a half century has elapsed
since it was a mere Indian trading post. At that
time there was a log building at the corner of Lake
and Dearborn streets and where is now the business
center of the city there were very few houses. In
1835 Mr. Mason removed to this county and made
a location and when the land was surveyed he
found that he had settled on the school section.
He built a log house and a blacksmith shop and
began the improvement of his farm. From that
time forward he devoted the greater part of his at
tention to agricultural pursuits and with good suc
cess. He became one of the leading and inﬂuen
tial citizens of the community and in political af
fairs took a prominent part. He served as one of
the ﬁrst County Commissioners, ﬁlling the office in

1837, when Lake was a part of McHenry County
and only one hundred and thirty-eight votes were
cast altogether. He held a number of township

ment and was appointed Seventh Corporal of Com
pany G, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry. He partic
ipated in all the engagements of the Atlanta
campaign and at the battle of Resaca. a. bullet was
shot through his blouse but did not enter his body.
He fought in the battle of Atlanta, September 19,
1864, and soon afterward was detailed to serve in
the brigade Commissary Department. At Nash
ville, Tenn., he was mustered out, after nearly three

years of hard service,during which his health was
greatly impaired.
On the close of the war Mr. Mason returned to
his farm, which he has since operated. It com
prises eighty acres of good land which he has placed
under a high state of cultivation and in connection
with general farming he carries on dairying. Ilis
wife was in her maidenhood Miss Frances E. Eas
ton, and their marriage was celebrated in Vernon
Township, October 23, 1866. The lady is a daugh
ter of John and Minerva Easton, who came to
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Lake County in 1837 and settled in Vernon Town l ing New Orleans was taken sick and had to return.
ship, where the daughter Was born. Five children
After clerking a time in Ellisvillc, Fulton County,
i
grace the union of Mr. and Mrs. Mason and the
Ill., he engaged in the grocery busines on his own
family circle yet remains unbroken. They are as
account, and later carried on the same trade in
follows: Clara M., Cassius J.. Albert It, Mabel A.
Avon. At that place he and his partner built a
and Susie M. All were born on the home farm,
ﬂour and saw mill, which they operated for some
were well educated and still under the parental
time. He was an industrious and energetic man,
always engaged in some useful pursuit. In 1864,
roof.
with an ox-team, he made a trip through Color
In 1860 Mr. Mason proudly cast his ﬁrst vote,
ado, Utah'. Idaho and Montana, spending the
supporting Abraham Lincoln, and has since been
a warm advocate of Republican principles. Ile
greater part of the time in mining in the last
named Territory. In 1869 he returned to Avon,
usually attends the conventions of his party, keeps
and four years later came again to Waukegan,
himself well informed concerning the political issues
where he died on the 5th of May, 1876. He took
of the day and does all in his power to promote the
an active part in political affairs, but was never an
interests of Republicanism. Ile has held the 0f
ﬁces 0f Supervisor, Assessor and Collector, and
ofﬁce-seeker. When the Abolition party began to
haVe an existence he took a decided stand in its
ﬁlled the position of County Treasurer from 1877
favor and later became identiﬁed with the Repub
until 1882, a fact which indicates his efficiency and
lican party, which was formed to prevent the
the prompt manner in which he discharges his du
further extension of slavery. Mrs. Wiard sur
ties. Socially he is a member of the Waucouda
Post, No. 368, G. A. H., of Waucouda, and in the
vived her husband six years and died April 24,
Masonic fraternity belongs to the Blue Lodge,
1882.
Chapter and Commandery. Practically, Mr. Ma
Of their seven children, six are now living, viz:
son has spent his entire life in Lake County and
Charles F., the subject of this sketch; Frank, who
well deserves a representation among its honored
is engaged in the manufacture of cigars in Sanliy
pioneers and prominent citizens.
ago, Cal.; Grenville M., a purchasing agent of
Waukegan; Stella, wife of A. C. Wilson, a resident
.
Q’ ._
. i V_ ‘4)
o—PJ.J~~TM;*}9,%<\_J
ease-FfIcJH

{a HARLES F. WIARI), cashier of the First

of ltavenswood; Myron and Byron (twins), who

are engaged in the jewelry business in Concordia,
Kan.
Charles F. Wiard was born December 8, 1842,

(6 National Bank, of IVaukegan, has been iden

in Constantia, ()swego County, N. Y., and was

tiﬁed with that institution since its organiz
ation. He is also a representative of one of the
early families of the county, his father having come
to Little Fort, now \Vaukegan, about forty-seven
years ago. Rollin Wiard was born in New York.
and in early life learned the carpenter's trade, al
though his father was a cutter of patterns in an
iron foundry. Having in his native State wedded
Mary Wright, he started westward to seek a home
on the broad prairies of Illinois, and located at

therefore but two years old when he came to
Little Fort. His early education was acquired in
the common schools, supplemented by a course in

Little Fort, Lake County, where he worked at his
trade and also at blacksmithing, for he was a nat

ural mechanic and could follow one trade about as
well as another. When the gold excitement was at
its highest he started for California, but on reach

a commercial college, and at the age of twenty he

began clerking in the store of W. P. Werden. In
1863 he entered the store of Steele & Fox as sales
man, and in April of the following year was
taken into the private bank of C. R. Steele. 0n
the 10th of March, 1865, the First National Bank

of Waukegan was organized, Mr. Steele becoming
President and James Biddlecom Cashier. As the
directors of the bank did not think the business
sullicicnt to justify hiring a third man, Messrs.

Steele and Biddlecom employed

Mr. Wiard to

stand at the counter, paying him out of their own
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pockets.

Owing to the death of the cashier, he

was appointed to ﬁll the vacancy December 27*

1865. and so acceptably has he performed the
duties of his ofﬁce that he has held it continu
ously since. Mr. Wiard has been twice married.
Ilis ﬁrst wife was Harriet A., daughter of George
Wood. whose sketch appears elsewhere in this vol
ume. Their marriage was celebrated in January.
1869, and the death of the wife occurred in Octo
ber,1873. On the lst of December, 1875, Mr.

Wiard wedded Miss Nellie E. Kinkston, daughter
of Lorenzo Kinkston, one of the pioneer settlers
Lake County. By this union have been born four
children, the eldest of whom is Leo. Willard is
the next younger; Helen died at the age of eleven
months. and Walter completes the family.

Mrs.

Wiard and Leo are members of the Episcopal
Church.

In political sentiment Mr. Wiard is a

Republican and socially is a Knight Templar Ma
son. Though comparatively young, he ranks
among the oldest business men of Waukegan.

s *_;_

U LARENCE A. MURRAY, Postmaster of
(3 Waukegan, and one of the proprietors of

\
the Waukegan House. is numbered among
the enterprising men of that city. He was born in
Elgin, Kane County, Ill., February 8, 1851, and is

a son of William F. and Jane E. (Stebbens) Mur
ray, whose sketch is given on another page of this
work.

ln political sentiment Mr. Murray is a stanch
and faithful Republican, and has been an inﬂuential
member of his party for many years, working un
tiringly for its interests. lie was a member of the
Illinois State Republican Committee for two terms.
including the Presidential campaign of 1884. and
was a delegate to the National Republican Conven
tion which was held in Chicago that year, where he
helped to nominate James G. Blaine for the Presi
dency. He has held the Chairmanship of the Lake
County Republican Committee for ten years,—and
also acceptably served on the Congressional Com
mittees. He declined to hold all local ofﬁces until
May, 1889, when he was appointed Postmaster of
Waukegan, his appointment being one of the very
ﬁrst made under the Harrison administration.
Mr. Murray was married in \Vaukegan, on the
125th of January, 1880, to Miss Lillie A. Edwards,
daughter of P. W. Edwards, Esq., an old settler of
this place. The lady was born in this city, and has
here spent her entire life. Mr. Murray is a member
of the Independent Order of Foresters of Court
Little Fort, No. 79, of Waukegan. He is also a
member of the Modern \Voodmen, belOnging to
Camp Lake, N0. 174. and holds membership in the
Hotel Men’s Mutual Beneﬁt Association of Chicago,

being one of the ﬁrst to enter that order. In the
cause of Republicanism Mr. Murray is an earnest
worker and a power in councils of his party in
Northeastern Illinois. He makes an attentive and
popular Postmaster, and is recognized as one of the
enterprising business men of Waukegan.

When a lad of seven years, Clarence went

with his parents to McHenry County, of the same
State, where he resided until the spring of 1862.
when he removed with his parents to Waukegan,
where he has since made his home. The educa
tional advantages which he receiVed were those
afforded by the city schools, and since being old
enough to be of service, he has been identiﬁed with
the hotel business. being first connected with his
- father in that line, and since his father's death has

conducted the business as manager and part pros
prietor in company with his mother. The Wauke
gan House, under his supervision, is known as the
leading hotel in the city. as it was under the man

agement of his parents before he took charge.

--————+i—+—E~®$£+-+¢————~
"AMES O’CONNER, deceased, an early set
tler of the town of Deerﬁeld, was born in
r

County Meath, Ireland, in 1826, and was

t3) sixteen years of age, when upon a. sailing
vessel he crossed the Atlantic to America in 1842.
He came directly to Lake County, and located in
Deerﬁeld Township, where he made his home until
attracted by gold on the Paciﬁc Slope in 1849, when
he went to California. He crossed the plains with
teams, and after spending nine years engaged in
gold mining, returned by way of the ocean route

JAMES MONAGHAN.

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

509

l

to Illinois in 1858, having accumulated some
money.
Mr. O’Conner was married in Deerﬁeld. in the
autumn of 1858, to Miss Mary Kennedy, a daugh
ter of John and Margaret (Sullivan) Kennedy.
The lady was born in New Jersey, and came to
Illinois with her parents when two years old. Three
years later the family removed to Shields Township,
where she remained until becoming the wife of
James O’Conner. By this union were born seven
children, six sons and one daughter, namely: Mi
chael, who died at the age of nine years; Joseph,
who died when two years of age; James John,
Margaret, Richard and Lawrence.
In 1876 Mr. O’Conner purchased the ﬁne farm
comprising two hundred and twenty-ﬁve acres of
valuable land, formerly owned by Michael Meehan,
on sections 18 and 19, Deerﬁeld Township, and
continued its cultivation and improvement until
his death, which occurred on the 18th of May,
187l. The place is still the home of the widow
and children. They are members of the Catholic
Church, of which belief Mr. O’Conner was also an

adherent, In political sentiment he was a Demo
crat. He was one of the worthy citizens of the
community, was faithful to every duty, and at
his death he left many friends who sincerely
mourned his loss.

WM
AMES MONAGHAN SR., one of the large
landowners and successful farmers residing
U on section 11, Wauconda Township, has
been identiﬁed with the history of Lake
County since its early days. A native of the Em
erald Isle, he was born in County Sligo, in 1814,
and was the ﬁfth in a family of nine children, nnm
bering seven sons and two daughters as follows:
Michael, deceased; John; Patrick, deceased; Owen,

who is married and follows farming in Iowa;
James of this sketch; Thomas, Dominick, May and
Bridget, all deceased. The father of this family,
Patrick Monaghan, was also a native of County
Sligo, Ireland, made farming his life work and died
at the age of seventy years. He married Hannah

McDonald, a native of the same county, who died
at the age of ninety-six years. She emigrated to
America in 1847, and her death occurred in 1872.

The subject of this sketch began life for himself
at the age of sixteen in his native land and by hard
work as a farm hand he secured the money to pay
his passage to America. He also purchased his
brother’s time from the British Army in Nova
Scotia, sending $l00 of his hard earned savings to
the commanding ollicer, on the receipt of which his
brother was released from the service.

In 1832,

he crossed the Atlantic in an old English sailing
vessel, the "Europe," which after a voyage of four
weeks reached Quebec, Canada. There were four
hundred and sixteen passengers on board and of
these the sixteen were small boys and girls who had
been smuggled into the hold of the vessel. On
landing in Quebec, Mr. Monaghan directed his
steps to the United States, crossing Lake Ontario
in a skiff and in Youngstown, N. Y., partook of his
ﬁrst meal of vietuals in this country. He reached
America during the time of the terrible cholera
scourge. For three years he remained in Lock
port, N. Y., engaged as guard of the lock.
It was at the time that he was living in the Em
pire State that Mr. Monaghan was united in mar
riage with Miss Eliza Lane, a native of Tipperary
County7 Ireland, and a sister of Jim Lane, the great
Indian hunter whose name ﬁgures so prominently in
Indian history. Her death occurred at the age of
forty years. By that union were born seven child
ren and others of the children who died in infancy,
four sons and three daughters—John who served
in the late Rebellion, is married and is a surveyor
and millwright of Michigan; Mary is the wife of
Thomas Moore, a wheelwright of Yolo; James
married Miss Ellen Bradley and is a prominent
farmer of Wauconda Township ;'William,who served

through the entire service as a member of the
Ninety-Sixth Illinois Infantry, and with Sherman
marched to the sea, was never wounded or taken

prisoner, but at or about the close of the war died
from exposure in the service; Maria is the wife of

Patrick Kearns, a farmer of Wisconsin; Robert who
married Mrs. Kate McDonald is living in Wiscon
sin, served throughout the late war and was for a
time in the hospital and is now engaged as a priv
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ate detective; Alice is the wife of Thomas Geary,
a farmer of Wauconda. After the death of his ﬁrst
wife, Mr. Monaghan wedded Miss Mary Bradley.
who was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1840. Their
union was celebrated January 17, 1863, and unto
them were born twelve children. ﬁve sons and seven
daughters—Ida, wife of Homer Fisher, a farmer
of Wauconda Township; Carrie who lives on the
old homestead; Etta, wife of Worthington Con
verse, Jr., a prominent farmer of Fremont Town

ship; Edward, also an agriculturalist; Fred, an em
ploye in the Union Stock Yards of Chicago; Will
who is a member of the Patrons of Industry and
Modern Woodmen of Wauconda and is living on
the old homestead; Lillian, Violet and Kate, all

deceased; Jessie who is attending school; Arthur,
seven years of age; and Harry, now deceased.
Mr. Monaghan has been identiﬁed with the his
tory of Northwestern Illinois for more than half a
century. On leaving his home in New York, he
went direct to Chicago, lll., which was then a vil

lage of so little importance that it contained only
two girls. There were no houses on the North or
West side of the river and the principal settlers

was sixty thousand of them went to Ft. Dearborn
to get their pay which consisted of a new blanket
and about $7 in money. The savages were to
some extent troublesome, but at length they left
for their reservation west of the Mississippi.
There was not a white settlement between Chicago
and Wauconda at that time, but undaunted by the
wildness of frontier life or the hardships and
trials which fall to the lot of the early settler, Mr.
Monaghau began the development of a home and
as a result of his industry and perseverance has
now a handsome property. A large, handsome two
story brick residence replaces the old log cabin
and in the rear are good barns and outbuildings,
while there stretches forth ﬁelds of waving grain.
All this indicates the prosperity of the owner whose
landed possessions now aggregate 410 acres, all im
proved. His property is very considerable and he
is now enabled to surround himself and family
with all of the comforts and many of the luxuries
of life. In political sentiment, Mr. Monaghan has
always been a Democrat and for many years held
the office of School Director. He has taken all of
the degrees necessary to make him a member of

were the Kinzie brothers—John, Robert and James

the Calvary Commandery of the Masonic frater

-who were Canadians, William B. Ogden, for
whom Ogden Avcnue was named, and Hiram H.
IIugueren. Mr. Monaghan and his brother who
had accompanied him to the West, engaged at work
with a contractor and the next spring entered the
employ of Mr. Ogden on the construction of
streets on the North side, which hitherto was an al
most unbroken wilderness. One of the ﬁrst streets
which he and his brother laid out was Chicago
Avenue and they also laid out North Water Street
and others. In 1837, they came to Lake County
and made claims. James Monaghan’s original
claim consisted of a quarter section of land, for
which he paid $1.25 per acre. The famous “wild
cat money” was then greatly in circulation but
currency of all kinds was very scarce. The ﬁrst
cabin was a rude log structure covered with boughs

nity and is a prominent member of that order.
Liberal and public spirited, Mr. Monaghan has con
tributed of his means to the support of those enter
prises which he believed were calculated to beneﬁt
the community. Mr. Monaghan stands the highest
in the Masonic fraternity in Wauconda Township.

~—E$%!%%*

Monaghan made a chimney of sticks and mud, a
huge ﬁreplace serving both for heating and cook
ing purposes. The Indians still visited this neigh

[DDISON B. I’ARTRIDGE. Among the
' worthy pioneers of Lake County nonc
\ are more deserving of representation in
this volume than the gentleman whose name
heads this sketch. He was born in Westford, Chit
tenden County, Vt., on the 26th of February, 1807,
and belonged to an early New England family.
His parents were Amos and Zerviah (Bliss) Part
ridge, and both were descended from New England
ancestry, originally from Massachusetts. In 1828
the son married Miss Maria Bowman, by whom

borhood and when he ﬁrst arrived in Chicago there

be had three daughters, two of whom died in in

of trees and hay and after his wife joined him, Mr.
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fancy. The third child, Minerva, liVed to mature
years, became the wife of E. I). Dean of Ivanhoe,

Ill., and died in April, 1856.

Mrs. Partridge died

in Vermont, in 1837, and for asecond wife Mr.

Partridge chose Miss Anna Maria Stebbings, a
daughter of Charles and Lydia (Richardson) Steb
hinge, and a natiVe of Chittenden County, Vt. By
their marriage six children were born, of whom the
eldest, Amos, died in infancy; Charlotte M. is the

wife of Dr. I. A. Freeman of Chicago; Charles A.
is the present Representative in the Illinois Legis
lature from Lake County, Ill., and is represented
on another page of this volume; Horace E. married
Nettie R. Rice of Vermont, and is now the Secre

tary of the Pomona Land and Fruit Company of
Pomona, Tenn.; Marcia is single and resides in
Chicago; Emogene P. is the wife of Dr. J. M. G.
Carter of Waukegan.
Mr. Partridge was engaged in contracting and
building in the East and shortly before coming to
Illinois, built a large starch factory at Westford
and engaged extensively in the manufacture of
starch. The venture proved unprofitable as the
business at that time was overdone and the com
pany became embarrassed. About the same time
a large ﬂouring mill owned by himself and Mr.
Stebbings, his wife’s father,

was

burned while

wholly uninsured. Finding himself broken down
ﬁnancially he came to Illinois in 1844 in company
with Mr. Stebbings and their joint families. Such
was his character and reputation, however, that he

was able to borrow sufﬁcient money on his indivi
dual note to pay his bills in full. They located in
the town of Fremont, Lake County, where they
engaged in farming. Mr. Stebbings died in 1853
and was the ﬁrst person buried in the cemetery at
Ivanhoe. Mr. Partridge responded to his country’s
call for troops in 1862, and was commissioned First
Lieutenant of Company C, Ninety-sixth Illinois
Infantry, on the 6th of September of that
year, but

was

forced

to resign

February

16,

1863, on account of disease contracted in the
service. He carried on the insurance business for
several years after returning from the war and died
May 11, 1888, from paralysis, resulting from the
exposure and hardships of army life. Within a few

years after coming to Lake County he succeeded

‘
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in clearing sufﬁcient money to pay every dollar
that he had been obliged to borrow at the time he
left Vermont.
Mr. Partridge was an original Abolitiouist and
was one of the organizers of the Republican party
in Lake County, to which he gave warm support
until his death. He was one of the most active of
the organizers of the Congregational Church of
Ivanhoe.

His wife, aconsistent member of the

same church, survives her husband and spends her
declining years with her children. Mr. Partridge
- was a man of unquestioned integrity, public spirit
and enterprise and left his impress on the com
munity where he made his home.
_
- \
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[; ELCOME JILSON, an honored pioneer of
Lake County. 111. of 1844-, was born in
\/\
Oneida County, N. Y., on the 13th of

March, 1811, and was descended on both sides from

old families of the Empire State. He was reared to
manhood in his native county, acquired his educa
tion in its public schools and was married in Nunda,

Livingston County, on the 3d of July, 1838, the
lady of his choice being Miss Cordelia Richardson
a daughter of William Richardson. She was born
in the town and county of Madlson, N. Y., in 1813.

Mr. and Mrs. Jilson began their domestic life in
New York and after ﬁve years came West. They
lonated in Kenosha, Wis., in 1843, but after a year,

in May, 1844, they came to Waukegan where they
made a permanent settlement. The now ﬂourishing
city was then a mere village and the county gave
little promise of the rapid progress and advance
ment which it was soon to make. Prior to coming
\Vest, Mr. Jilson was employed in teaching school
in New York and after his arrival in Waukegan
followed the same vocation for some years.
The union of our subject and his wife was blessed
by a family of ﬁve children,three sons and two daugh
ters—Estella D., the eldest, who was born May
22, 1841, was married in September, 1859, to Dr.

Samuel D. Tobey, and died July, 3, 1865; Ella V.,
born February 9, 1847, was married in February,
1876, to William P. Higley, a prominent merchant
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of Waukegan and died April 12, 1878, leaving one
daughter, Minnie P. lligley, who was born Decem
ber 12, 1877; William 1)., the eldest son, was born

April 3, 1845, and died in Lockport, in July,185l;
John J., born December 28. 1852, died April 18,
1882, aged thirty years; Wilbur \Vayland, who
completes the family, was born September 9, 1857.
has been twice married and is now a Collector for
the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Com
pany. A sketch of his life is given on another
page of this volume.
In political sentiment Mr. Jilson was a Republi
can and felt an interest in the success of the party
but was never an ofﬁce seeker, preferring to devote
his entire attention to his business. He was em
ployed in painting, principally, as an occupation
but was at times engaged in varied pursuits, always
leading a busy and useful life which won him uni
versal esteem and the respect of those with whom
he was brought in contact. His death occurred De
cember 16, 1889.

Mrs. Jilson still survives her

husband and is yet a resident of \Vaukegan where
she has made her home for forty-seven years. In
early life she became a member of the Baptist
Church and has led a consistent Christian life.

left the Green Mountain State and settled in Lake
County, 111. His early life was spent in the usual
manner of farmer lads and he continued to engage
in agricultural pursuits until he had attained his
majority, when in the spring of 1874, he engaged
in the hotel business with his father, continuing in
thatline four years when he engaged in business as a
dealer in groceries and confectionery. His health
failing him he was forced to sell out'in the spring
of [879, and during the succeeding summer worked
at blacksmithing for ﬁfty cents per day. In the
autumn he traveled as a canvasser and in January,
1880, commenced business as a wholesale jobber 0f
notions, traveling through Northern Illinois and

Southern Wisconsin. He met with_excellent suc
cess in that undertaking. IIe isagentleman of
pleasing address, affable in manner, entertaining in
conversation and such characteristics do much to
make the career of a traveling salesman a prosper
ous one. In 188l he again joined his father in
the hotel business and in the spring of 1882 em
barked in general merchandising, opening a store
on Main Street, which he conducted for ayear,
when he sold out to Golding Bros. He now turned
his attention to farming, and going to McPherson
County, S. Dak., located a claim of one hundred
and sixty acres of land which he sold the follow
ing autumn on his removal to Algona,Kossutl1
County, Iowa.

q LARENCE LEROY PRATT, who is en
@ gaged in general merchandising in Wau
conda,was born in Stamford, Vt., on the 7th

of April, 1853, and is the ninth in a family of
fourteen children, six sons and eight daughters,
whose parents, John and Lydia Maria Pratt, are
represented elsewhere in this work. The eldest of
the family, John Sylvester, is living in Spearfish,
])ak.; Norman, who served during the late war as
a member of Company B, Ninety-sixth Illinois
Infantry, was captured and imprisoned at Milan,
Florence and Andersonville Prison, and died at his
home in Wauconda in 1884, from the eﬁ'ects of his
army life; George is followed by Celestia, Adeline,
Ella Cornelia, Emily Jane, Anna, Augusta, Elida
May and Clarence. Adelaide, twin sister of Ade
line, and an infant daughter are deceased.
()ur subject was only a year old when his parents

There he purchased one hundred

and seventy-ﬁve acres of land, built a house and
was joined by his family in the spring of 1884. In
the winter they returned to Wauconda and in 1885
be rented the l’ratt Hotel from his father, conduct

ing it successfully for one year or until May, 1886.
During the succeeding summer he was engaged in
the hardware and implement business, managing
the store for S. B. Russell, whom he bought out
the following fall. Ilis energies were then devoted to that line of trade until the spring of 1887 when
he sold out to It. C. Hill, the present proprietor.
Mr. l’ratt during that summer then engaged in
selling a patent farm gate, and in March, 1888, be
gan carryirig on a general merchandise store for
his father, of which he is still manager.

He pos

sesses great energy. is enterprising and industrious.
He has built up a good trade which is constantly
increasing, and wins and retains the favor of his
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patrons. His straightforward business principles
and his fair dealing have made the store one among
the popular establishments in Wauconda.
An important event in the life of Mr. Pratt oc
curred on the 22d of January, 1877. This was the
date of his father and mother's twenty-ﬁfth wedding
anniversary, and upon that day he led to the mar
riage altar Miss Fannie Irene Bangs, who belongs
to the Bangs family, one of the most prominent
pioneer families of the county. She was born No
vember 9, 1855, and is the only daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Justus Banks. Her education was ac
quired in the schools of Wauconda and Aurora.
She also studied German and was very proﬁcient
in music, having taught both instrumental and
vocal music. She also followed the profession of
school teaching for a time.

She is an active mem

ber in the Woman’s Relief Corps and attends the
Baptist Church. By the marriage of Mr. and Mrs.
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ated into the mysteries of the order he was made
Senior Warden of the lodge, which position he ﬁlled
for three terms and in 1875 was elected Secretary.
He joined Wauconda Lodge No. 643, M. \V. A.,as

a charter member in June, 1888, and was elected
Worthy Adviser. In the fall of 1890 he was made
Venerable Counsel and is the present incumbent.

The public and private life of Mr. Pratt are alike
above reproach and he and his estimable wife hold
a high position in the social world of \Vauconda.

.
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,> ILLIAM BRYANT BESLEY, assistant
superintendent of Besley’s Waukegan Brew
'\/\/ ing Company, has been actively engaged
in business in this city for thirty-three years. He

Pratt have been born ﬁve children, two sons and

is a native of Michigan, having been born in Pon

three daughters: Claudius Winfred, who was born
October 28, 1877, is a bright lad now studying in

tiac Township, Oakland County, on the 22d of
November, 1835. His educational advantages were
better than most boys in those days received. Af
ter attending the public schools he pursued a course
of study in the Academy at Rochester, Mich. In
1852, the family removed to Waukegan and he ac

the schools of Wauconda; Charles Pearl, born

February 9, 1881, is also attending school; Nina
lrene was born June ‘29, 1885; Nellie Winnefred

was born July 26,1887, and Carrie Marie, born
February 27, 1889, was named in honor of her
grandmothers.
We see Mr. Pratt at the polls for the ﬁrst time
as a voter in 1876. He cast his ballot for Samuel
J. Tilden, but since that time has been a supporter
of the Republican party and its principles, doing
all in his power to advance its interests and insure
its success. In the same year he was nominated
0n the Democratic ticket as a candidate for the 0f
ﬁce of Sheriff of Lake County and his popularity
is shown by the fact that in the party convention
no other name was placed in opposition to his.
He holds high rank among his fellow-citizens as a
man of sterling worth, unquestioned integrity and
true manliness. He was elected Trustee of Wau
conda in 1888 for two years, and again in 1890
was almost unanimously elected to the same posi~
tion, which he yet ﬁlls. He was made Master Ma
son September 3, 1874, and on the 11th of JuneJ

1876, the degree of Royal Arch Mason was con
ferred upon him. The year in which he was initi

companied his parents on the journey. Six years

later he became a member of the brewing ﬁrm of
William Besley dz Sons, which was merged into
Bcsley’s Waukegan Brewing Company, since which
time our subject has been assistant superintendent.
On the 26th of January, 1864,in Waukegan, Mr.
Bcslcy was united in marriage with Miss Sylvia M.
Joslyn, who was born in Orange County, Vt., March
‘24, 1841, and is a daughter of Ezra and Maria
1C. (Pember) Joslyn, who were natives of Wind~
sor and Orange Counties, Vt., respectively. Her
father was born December 21, 1811, and when he

was about a year old his parents moved across the
line into Orange County. He was reared to .farm
life, though the greater part of his business career
has been spent in mercantile pursuits. On the 26th
of September, 1839, he married Miss Pcmber, who
was born December 31, 1818. In 1852 they left
their native State for Illinois and after spending a
short time in Cook and MeIIenry Counties, they lo
cated in \Vaukegan, May 1, 1854, having since
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made their home in this city. Mr. .Ioslyn has al
ways been a Democrat in politics and served as
Collector of the city two years and was a member
of the Town Council before “"aukegan was incor
porated. His family consists of himself. wife and
three children, all daughters, namely: Sylvia M.,
wife of our subject; Mrs. F. D. Beslcy aud Mrs.
Fred Beecher.
Four children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs.
Besley, and the family circle yet remains unbroken
—Myrian A., the eldest, is a teacher in the Wauke—
gan schools; Frederick, Emma M. and J. Pansy are
athome.
Mr. Besley and his wife are members of the Epis
copal Church and in politics he is a supporter of the
Democracy. For eight terms he has served accept
ably as a member of the Board of Aldermen of
Waukegan. The prompt and efficient manner in
which be discharged his official duties and worked
for the best interest of the city won him the com
mendation of many who were at ﬁrst opposed to him
politically. Ile has long been a resident of Lake
County, having made his home in Waukegan for
thirty-nine years, and for thirty-three years of that.
time he has been in active business.

EUBEN W. COON. editor and proprietor
of the Wa'uIrIIga-n il'l'ekly Gazette and of the
Highland Park Gazette, was born in Frank
lin, Clinton County. Ind., May 31, 1842,
and is a son of the Rev. R. R. and Emeline (Mc
Cowen) Coon.

Ilis father, who is a prominent

minister of the Baptist Church, was born in New
Jersey, and the mother is a native of Ohio.
Both are living at this writing in the summer of
1891.

The subject of this sketch came to Illinois in

place for several years and became prominently

identiﬁed with the Republican party. In 1868. he
bought a half interest in the Pana Gazette and two
years later purchased the Belvidere Northwestern.
Selling out his interest in the Pana Gazette in 1871,
he devoted his attention to the publication of

Belvidere Northwestern. From 1880 to 1884, he
was States Attorney for Boone County and dis
charged the duties of the ofﬁce with ability and
ﬁdelity. In 1885, he sold the Northwestern and
bought the ii'tlukeg'an Weekly Gazette, at which
time he became a resident of the county seat of
Lake County. The Gazette was established in 1850
and one of the oldest papers in the State. It is a
large six page nine column paper and is recognized
as one of the leading Republican papers in North
ern Illinois. Since becoming the property of its
present proprietor, the Gazette has been the ofﬁcial
organ of the county as it had been many years
previous. For the past three years it has been the
ofﬁcial paper of the city. The Gazette ofﬁce is the
most complete in its appointments of any in the
county, having an extensive line for job work,
while the paper is ably edited and bass. very large
circulation throughout all parts of the county.
Mr. Coon is also proprietor of the Highland Park
Gazette which he established early in 1889. The
last named paper is the same size as the Waukegan
Gazette and is published Fridays, while the former
is issued on Saturday.
In 1866, Mr. Coon was married in Springﬁeld,
Ill., to Susan Bacon, wno died in 1869, leaving one

child, a daughter. Mr. Coon was again married
in the spring of 1883, to Mary Keeler and three
children have been born of their union. In relig
ious sentiment, Mr. and Mrs. Coon are Baptists.
He is also a Knight Templar Mason, belonging to
Belvidere Lodge, No. 60, A. F. & A. M.; Kishwau

kee Chapter, R. A. M. of Belvidere and Waukegan
Commandery, No. 12, K. T. He is also a member

1848 with his parents, when only six years of age

of Belvidere Lodge, No. 152, A. O. U. W.; and of

and has been a resident of this State ever since.
Ilis education was received at Shurtleff College in

Court Little Fort, N0. 79, I. O. F.; a director of

Madison County, 11]., and on completing his liter

ary education he entered upon the study of law,
being admitted to the bar at Pena, 111., in 1866.
He pursued the practice of his profession at that

the Lake County Building and Loan Association
and a non-afﬁliated member of the Odd Fellows
society.
Mr. Coon is a stanch Republican and takes an
active part in Senatorial and Congressional

-
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elections, while his papers are powerful factors in i were married in this city.
support of the principles and measures of his party,
N ational,State and local. Since coming toWaukegan
be has devoted his attention exclusively to journal
ism for which his ability and taste so aptly ﬁt him.
His editorials, both on political subjects and cur
rent topics, exhibit a thorough knowledge of the
matter discussed and a keen perception of the
salient points of his subject. Possessed of superior
executive and business ability, Mr. Coon has made
a ﬁnancial success of his undertakings and has
made the ll'a'ukegan Weekly Gazette one of the
most substantial business concerns of Lake County.

-— W—~
HOMAS H. LINDSAY, senior member of
©\_ the ﬁrm of Lindsay &Biddlecom, merchant
J tailors of Waukegan, was born in Dublin,
Ireland, on the 22d of March, 1848. His parents,
Charles and Sarah Lindsay, were of Scotch-Irish
descent, and a sketch of their lives is given else
where in this volume. The subject of this sketch
was brought by his parents to America during his
infancy,the family reaching Waukegan in Septem
ber, 1848. His early education was acquired in
the Waukegan schools, was supplemented by a
course in the Waukegan Academy, and completed
in Clark’s Seminary, of Aurora. He is a cutter by
trade, and learned his business in his father‘s mer
chant tailoring establishment in this city, begin
ning to work at the same when eighteen years of
age.
In 1875 he became a partner in the business and
was with his father in that relation for two years.
He then went to Sauk City, Minn., where he en
gaged in business for two years and then returned
to Waukegan, after which he bought his father out.
Six months later the existing partnership with J. C.
Biddlecom was formed and has continued uninter
ruptedly until this day. They have now been as
sociated in business for fourteen years, and have
been quite successful, having one of the largest and
most popular clothing houses in the county.
On the 22d of January, 1874, Mr. Lindsay and
Miss Mary J. Kellogg, a daughter of S. W. Kellogg, ,

Amherst, Mass.
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The lady is a native of

Three children, sons, were born

unto them, all born in Waukegan, namely: San
ford William born October 25, 1874; Charles Kel
logg, born December 31, 1878; and RaymOnd
James, born on the 2d of September, 1881.

The

family are well and favorably known in this com
munity, and occupy an enviable position in the
social world.
In their religious views Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay
have followed the teachings of their childhood days
and are now members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. In politics he is a radical Republican, un
swerving in his allegiance to the party principles,
and has served two years as Alderman on the Wau
kegan City Council. Socially he is a Knight Temp
lar Mason,holding membership with Waukegan
Lodge, No. 78, A. F. 6: A. M.; \Vaukegan Chap
ter No. 41, R. A. M.; and Waukegan Commandery
No. 12, K. T., of which he is Past Eminent Com

mander. Mr. Lindsay is widely and favorably
known as a leading business man of this city,
and enjoys the conﬁdence and esteem of all with
whom he has bad business or social relations. Saga
city and far-sightedness combined with thrift and
enterprise have made him a successful business
man, and his prosperity is but the natural conse
quence of his worthy efforts.

W
y\ HILIP P. BRAND, proprietor of Brand’s
) barber shop and bath rooms, is one of the
business men of long standing in Waukegan.
He was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany,

August 12, 1839, and is the second of a family of
four children. In his boyhood he received a fair
education in his native tongue and then entered
upon his business career at the age of thirteen, serv
ing as an apprentice in a barber shop for two years.
The family bade good-by to their old home in 1854
and crossed the broad Atlantic in an old sailing
vessel which at length cast anchor in the harbor of
New York. ()ur subject worked in that city some
four months, while the other members of the family
proceeded westward and established a home in Wis
eonsin.

516

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

Andrew Brand, the father of our subject, was by
trade aweaver of silk and linen goods.
He was a
native of IIesse-Darmstadt, and his wife, Elizabeth

Long, was there reared. France was her native
countrv and the family name was DeLong but for
convenience sake the De was dropped. When Mrs.
Brand was two years old her parents died and she
was was taken to Hesse, where she grew to woman

hood. After settling in Wisconsin, Andrew Brand
farmed for a number of years and then resumed his
old trade of weaving, in Batavia that State. Just
at that time the Balmorals, a once popular goods,
became quite the fashion and he reaped a snug sum
from the manufacture of that cloth. He died in
1884, and his wife in 1885, both at the age of seven

ty-seven years. They Were members of the German
Lutheran Church. Their family numbered four
children, Christina who married Fred Sauter and
resides in Sheboygan, \Vis. ; Sophia became the wife
of William Hainard and died in Sheboygan County;
Elizabeth has been twice married and lives in
Batavia.
The remaining member of the family is the one
in whom the citizens of Lake County are especially
interested. After spending a few months in New
York City, young Philip roamed about over many
of the States, working at his trade and whatever
else he could ﬁnd to do until at length he reached
West Bend, Wis., where he carried on a barber shop.
He worked a year and then becoming tired of the
trade he tried laying brick for one summer. Though
he got little money for his labors during those
months, he took a note which he thinks will keep.
In 1859, he came to Waukegan, where he has since
followed his chosen trade with the exception of
about three months in 1862, during which time he
and a companion gave German ﬁgure and slight of
hand shows. This diversion proved to be unproﬁt
able and he returned to his old vocation.
In 1881, Mr. Brand built the large two-story
brick building on Genesce Street, in which his ﬁne
barbershop and bath rooms are kept and in con
nection with this he owns several residences. In
politics he is a Republican,socially is a Royal Arch
Mason and is an honorary member of the Society
of Turners of Cincinnati, Ohio.
In Waukegan, on the 31st of March, 1864, Mr.

Brand led to the marriage altar Miss Julia A., daugh
ter of Gregory and Mary E. Herberge. Her par
ents were natives of Baden, Germany, and in early
life emigrated to the United States, locating in Lake
County, in 1842, where they spent their last days.
Mrs. Brand is one of eleven children and was born
on the 6th of January, 1843, in Lake County. By
her marriage she became the mother of twelve chil
dren-Elizabeth, wife of Frank Robling, a resident

of Waukegan; Andrew who died at the age of ten
years; Julia; Clara; William K. who died at the age
of two years; l’hilip, Frank, George, Fred, Ernest,
Enoch and Grace. Mrs. Brand and the two eldest
daughters are members of the Episcopal Church.
Mr. Brand has followed his trade for thirty-seven
years and is not only a skillful workman but has
made his efforts tell, as the competence which he
possesses amply testiﬁes.

E—sas—a
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ylLBUR WAYLAND JILSON, collector

\\/\// for the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad
\Lﬂ/ Company, is still a resident of his native
city—Waukegan, Ill., where he was born on the
9th of September, 1857. His parents, Welcome
and Cordelia (Richardson) Jilson, were pioneers

of Lake County of 1844, and the history of their
lives is given on another page of this work.
The subject of this sketch was reared and edu
cated in his native city, his early life being un
marked by any event of special importance. In
early manhood he went on the lakesasa sailor and
in October, 1879, entered the employ of the Chicago

& Northwestern Railroad Company in the position
of brakeman, serving three years in that capacity.
At the expiration of that period, he was promoted
to baggage master, which position be ﬁlled seven
years when he was made collector and has since
served in that capacity.
On the 30th of November, 1.881, Mr. Jilson led

to the marriage altar Miss Mabel Gourley who was
permitted to enjoy only a short wedded life, her
death Occurring March 5, 1887.

She left two chil

dren, a son and daughter Lewis V., born January
3 ’ 1882; and Ella V., born December 26, 1883.
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Mr. Jilson was again married December 24. 1888,
his second union being with Mrs. Mary Favor,
widow of Frederick H. Favor, and a daughter of
Athony and Mary (Bryant) Elliott. His wife was
born in Hamilton, Canada, October 19, 1857, and

came to the United States when a child. She was
married to Frederick H. Favor on the 19th of
October, 1880, and in 1883 was called upon to
mourn the loss of her husband who died on the
22d of December of that year. Two children,
daughters, were the result of the ﬁrst marriage,
namely: Susie R. E, born August 18, 1882; and
Lila M., born June 26, 1884.

One child, a son,

John J., was born of the present marriage on the
4th of November, 1889.

-

Mr. Jilson and his wife are highly respected
people who have many friends in this community
and are widely and favorably known. Socially
he is a member of the Independent Order of
Foresters, belonging to Court Little Fort, No. 79,
I. O. F., of Waukegan and also holds membership

wife died the year previous.
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In early life he was

a member of the Lutheran Church, but afterward

United with the Evangelical Church, and in poli
tics he was ﬁrst a Democrat and then a Whig.

The family numbered eight children, of whom
the following are living: Mrs. Sarah Dunglebyer,
of Rochelle. 111.; Mrs. Hannah Arnold, of Chicago;

Harrison of this sketch; Mrs. Betsy Fritch, of Deer
ﬁeld Township; Mrs. Faithful Erb, of Minnesota;
and Mrs. Sophia Schlafer, whose home is in Wis
cousin.
Our subject spent his early life in Lockport.
Niagara County, N. Y., and at the age of eighteen
years came to Lake County, where he has since
made his home. His education was acquired in
the subscription schools and his advantages were
very meagre. He shared in the difﬁcult task of
developing new and unbroken land into a good
farm and before his father’s death assumed the
management of the home place, which he continued
to cultivate and improve until 1888, when he re

with George W. Tilton Lodge, No. 375, Brother

moved to Prairie View, where he now lives a re

hood of Railway Train Men.

tired life, making his home with his son.
On the 18th of December, 1852, Mr. Knedler

~+—se<~ '
L“ ARRISON KNEI)LER, a pioneer of Vernon
‘1 Township, now living a retired life in Prai
rie View, claims New York as the State of

his nativity. He was born in Niagara
County, December ‘25, 1824, and is one of eight
children whose parents are John K. and Esther
(Goumer) Knedler. The family is of German
origin and was established in America by the
grandparents of our subject. The father was born
and reared in Pennsylvania, his boyhood days
being spent in the usual manner of farmer lads.
He served for three months in the War of 1812.
After his marriage hc emigrated to Niagara
County, N. Y., where he resided for man y years,
and then in September, 1844, came by way of the
Lakes to Illinois, making a settlement in Vernon
Township, Lake County. He entered eighty acres
of land from the Government, and began the de
velopment of a farm, which he made his home until
1850, when he was called to his ﬁnal rest. Ilis

was united in marriage with Mrs. Ann Ruth,
whose maiden name was Mitchell. She was born
in Pennsylvania and became the wife of Reuben
Ruth, who died leaving two children: Daniel, now
a resident of Wisconsin;and Mary, wife of Richard

Smith, of Vernon Township. By the second mar
riage four children have been born: Eva M. wife
of Jacob 1’. Ritzenthaler, lives on the old home

stead; Silenus E. a miller of Prairie View; Lillian
A. wife of David S. Clingman, who is living on
section 19, Vernon Township, and Marion W. the

youngest, who is engaged in business with his
brother. They constitute the ﬁrm of Knedler
Bros, who are the owners of agood roller mill,
and are doing an excellent business in Prairie View,
where they have carried on operations in that line
for three years. The senior partner, however, has
followed that business since 1878. He married
Sarah E. Ritzenthaler, and unto them has been

born a daughter, Jennie. Amanda Gutchler be
came the wife of Marion Knedler.
In 1890, Mr. Knedler, whose name heads this '

sketch, was called upon to mourn the death of his
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wife who died on the 28th of February of that
year. She was an estimable lady and many friends
mourn her loss. He and his family are members

family to Ohio, they settling near Cleveland,where
the parents spent the remainder of their lives, the

of the Evangelical Church, and since casting his

the age of eighty years. He was in early life a
member of the Methodist Church but afterward
becamea sceptic. He took an active part in polit~
ical affairs and supported the Whig and Republi

ﬁrst vote for Fremont in 1856, Mr. Knedler has

been a Republican. He has led a busy and useful
life, and having now attained the age of sixty-seven
years is living retired, having by former toil ac
quired a comfortable competency, which enables
him to rest after an active business career. He is
held in high esteem as a man of sterling w0rth and
the community numbers him among its best citi
zens.
Mm...—

ILLIAM CURTIS HOWARD, who re
sides on section 22, Grant Township, is one
of the honored pioneers of the county. He
is widely and favorably known throughout its
borders and is numbered among its leading inﬂu
ential citizens. In the town of Victor near Roches
ter. Hamilton County, N. Y., be was born October
23. 1817. His grandfather had served in the War
of the Revolution. and received a pension from the
Government in recognition of the efficient aid which
he rendered the Colonies. Ilis father, Joseph How
ard was born in New York, but went to Canada

and while there was pressed into the British ser
vice during the \Var of 1812. He resolved not to
ﬁght against his native land and deserted, making his
way across the ice in front of the battery opposite
Ogdensburg. He had proceeded about a mile,when
he was discovered and the guns of the battery were
turned upon him, grape shot falling thick and fast
around.

His companion, Ben Seigler, who was es

caping with him was killed. The Americans sent
an escort from ()gdensburg to meet him, and from
that time his service in the war was on the Ameri
can side. He was a shoemaker by trade, which busi

ness he followed for a livelihood in New York.
He married Susan Isabel, in Bloomﬁeld, N. Y., her

native city, and unto them were born two sons and
a daughter—Orlando J., now a practicing physi
cian of McIIenry, lll.; William, of this sketch; and

mother dying in 1865, and the father in l873, at

can partics.

.

When a lad of 13 years, William Curtis Howard
removed to St. Lawrence County, with his brothers
and began the development of a farm. He cleared
twenty acres over which stones were so thickly
strewn that one could walk without stepping on
the ground. His educational advantages were very
meagre, but he possesses an observing eye and re
tentive memory and by varied reading has become
a well-informed man.
When about twenty-one
years of age, he formed a matrimonial alliance with
Hannah E. Roberts, who was born and reared in
the town of IIopkinton, St. Lawrence County.
110 then nent into the woods and built a nice log
house for his bride. He had no capital with which
to begin life, but

possessed abundant

vitality,

strength and determination to succeed. He would
swing an ax from morning till night, and the trees
quickly fell before his sturdy strokes. However,
in 1813 his corn crop was destroyed by the frost
and be resolved to come \Vest. That resolution be
carried out the following year. He journeyed by
team to Ogdensburg,N. Y.,where he sold his goods
for $65, $35 of which was paid him. Disposing of
other articles he obtained about $200 with which
he started westward. At Cleveland be secured a
position on a vessel bound for Chicago, where in
return for work, he was given a passage for his wife
and child. The trip occupied three weeks for a
storm blew them back to Mackinaw. At length
they landed at Chicago on July 1, 1844 and Mr.
Howard started for Ft. Hill on foot, July 2d, fol

lowing an Indian trail from Half Day to Nippersink
Point, where he arrived on the night of the 3d.
On the morning of the 4th, he saw spread out be
fore him one of the most beautiful sights he ever

witnessed. The ever varied scenery could not but
please the eye of the most artistic. He passed the
night of July 3d, 1844, on Nippersink Point, and
Mrs. Emeline Irish, who died in McHenry. The
year 1848 witnessed the emigration of the Howard i on the follOwing day retraced his steps to Chicago

'
+—-
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and entered the land, his presenthome. From early
boyhood, Mr. Howard had taken great delight in
hunting, and now had ampleopportunity to indulge
his taste for that sport. Deer were plentiful. geese,
swans and ducks were to be had in the greatest
abundance and came in such ﬂocks that when they
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his neighbors were trying to keep their sons from
going to the war, he showed his patriotism by his
prompt acquiescence when his boys expressed a
desire to aid their country. He is one of the old
est pioneers in the county and one whom all re
spect for his sterling worth.

rose into the air, the noise of their wings could be

heard for a mile away. His rifle furnished them
many a meal and their table would otherwise have
been unsupplied by meat, for there were no mark
ets then situated conveniently near.
On coming to this county, Mr. Howard entered

eighty acres of land from the Government, upon
which he built a log cabin.
He at once gave his
entire attention to the development of the land,

and as his ﬁnancial resources were increased, ex
tended the boundaries of his farm until now one
hundred and twenty acres pay tribute to his care

and cultivation. ' Every improvement upon the
place stands as a monument to his thrift and in
dustry.
In 1863, Mr. Howard was called upon to mourn

the loss of his wife, who died leaving four children
-Elvcrton Josephwho served in the One Hundred
and Forty-fourth Illinois Regiment, is now insane;
Edson C. who served throughout the war as a mem
ber of the Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, is now

proprietor of ahotel on Fox_ Lake. Chester San
ford, a member of the One Hundred and Forty
fourth Regiment, is living in MeHenry Ill.; and
Mrs. Hannah Drury makes her home in one of Chi
cago’s suburbs. For his second wife Mr. Howard
wedded Helen Montgomery, who after twenty-six

years of married life died on the 19th of October,
1889. His present wife was formerly Mrs. Ostrander,
and their marriage occurred in MeHenry, January
~20, [890.
ller maiden name was Sarah Minerva

HRISTOPIIER DILLON. Among the rep
@ resentative and progressive agriculturists
\9 of Wauconda Township none is more dc
serving of mention in this volume than the gentle
man whose name heads this sketch. He now I‘cSitIvS
on section 1, and his entire life has been passed in
this locality. lie was born on the llth of June,
1851, and is a son of Thomas and Keziah (Davis)
Dillon, the former a native of Dublin, Ireland, born
July 5, 1812, while the latter was born in Worces—
tershire, England, in June, 1820. The father crossed

the Atlantic to America about 1836, and nine years
later came to Lake County. at which time Wau
conda Township was an unbroken wilderness. But
one house stood on the site of V010 and the work
of development seemed scarcely begun. He. entered
land from the Government and purchased eighty
acres of a settler.
Just previous to coming here he was married on
Long Island, May 16, 1843, to Miss Davis.

Their

ﬁrst home in the West was a log cabin and they are
numbered among the honored pioneers of the
county. Mr.-Dillon still has in his possession two
of the old deeds to the land purchased in 1846,
which are signed by President James K. Polk.
From his farm he cleared away the timber, plowed

Holmes, and she is a native of Sullivan County,

and planted the land and in course of time gath
ered abundant crops as the reward of his labors.

N. Y.

In 1845, in Buffalo, N. Y., she became the

Through his industry and perseverance and good

wife of George H. Ostrander, with whom she liVed
for twenty-ﬁve years, when he passed away in Mc

management he has become well-to-do, although
when he arrived in the county he was in very

Henry. By her ﬁrst marriage she had four children

limited circumstances.

—-Charles H., E. Allison, Colon and Minerva J.

Dcmoerat, afterward a Free-soiler but since the
organization of the Republican party has been one
of its supporters. Frequently he has been called
upon to serve in positions of public trust and the
duties were ever faithfully discharged. He has

Mr. Howard takes a warm interest in political
affairs and is a stanch Republican.
During the
war he was a member of the Union League and was
a strong supporter of the President’s policy. While

In politics he was firsta
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been Road Commissioner of his township and while
serving as School Director did much for the up
building of the schools. He is a devout member
of the Methodist Church and his labors in its inter
est have been productive of much good. In 1882
he was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife
who died on the 30th of June, and was laid to rest

in Volo Cemetery. She was a devoted member of
the Church of England. Mr. Dillon was again
married, his second union being with Mrs. Jane
(Knowles) Kelley, who was born near the city of

Cork, Ireland.

They were married April 18, 1885,

and Mrs. Dillon died March 17, 1891. Her remains

are interred in Graceland Cemetery of Chicago.
The family to which our subject belongs num
bered nine children, six sons and three daughters:
Thomas H. is married and engages in merchandis
ing in Missouri; he was a soldier in the late
Rebellion.

Ellen and Tobias are both deceased;

Christopher, of this sketch; Wallace, also deceased ;

David, who is married and follows farming in
Arlington, Dak. ; Florence A., wife 01' Charles Cable

who is engaged in the harness business in Chicago;
Wallace D., deceased, and Keziah, wife of R. V.

Fitch, a carpenter and joiner of Waukegan.
We now take up the personal history of our sub
ject who has spent his entire life in this county.
In his boyhood days he assisted his father in the
labors of the farm and attended the common
schools, where he acquired a good English educa
tion. He remained under the paternal roof after
he had attained his majority, and at the age of
twenty-four led to the marriage altar Miss Rose
Ann Benwell, a native of Lake County and a rep
resentative of one of the early pioneer families.
After attending the common schools she pursued
her studies in the Waucouda Academy and later
was a student in the Northwestern Female Acad
emy at Evanston, a pupil of Miss Frances E. Will
ard. Mr. and Mrs. Dillon were married February

buildings are models of convenience. Mr. Dillon
has lately built a large barn 64x72 feet, which has
accommodations for about ﬁfty head of stock,
eighty-ﬁve tons of hay and two hundred and ﬁfty
tons of ensilage. The home with its entire sur
roundings indicates the thrift and enterprise of the
owner, and its neat appearance hespeaks care and
attention on his part. In politics Mr. Dillon is a
Republican and cast his ﬁrst vote for U. S. Grant.
He and his wife hold membership in the Methodist
Church of V010, and are active workers for its

interest. They are both well and favorably known
throughout this community where their entire lives
have been passed.

wOBERT A. CONOLLY. of Waukegan, civil
engineer and railway conductor, was born
in County Donegal, Ireland, on the 22d
(Def February, 1830, and is a son of John

and Mary (Hamilton) Conolly. He emigrated from
America with his parents in 1834, and settled in
Burlington, Chitteudon County, Vt. His prepara
tory education was obtained at the public school,
and supplemented by a course of study at the Uni
versity of Vermont in Burlington, under President
Benedict. In 1852 he came West to try his for
tune. He went to Chicago, where he secured a
position on the force of civil engineers of what is
known as the Chicago & Northwestern Railway
Company. He was employed on the survey of the
road from Chicago to Milwaukee, and subsequently
clear through to Escanaba, Mich. He was also a
contractor on the construction of the road, and was

on the original survey from Chicago to Janesville
and Madison, Wis.

The ﬁrst Government cribs in

Chicago were sunk by him. He was in charge of
the construction of the extensive iron-ore docks at

2, 1876, and by their union have been born two

Escanaba, both the ﬁrst and second line of works.

children—William C., aged thirteen, and Arthur

which he carried through with marked success. He
held many responsible positions with that com
pany at various intervals from 1852 until 1857.
During a part of the years, 1859 and 1860, he was
employed on railroad work in Texas. He is the
oldest civil engineer in years of service, remaining

Benwell, eleven years of age.
The home of this family is a ﬁnely improved
farm of two hundred acres of land, the greater part
of which is under a ﬁne state of cultivation. The
home is a pleasant frame residence and the out
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of the original force of the Chicago ti; Northwest
ern Railroad Company except one, Robert Camp
bell.
On the 12th of September, 1861, Mr. Conolly
was united in marriage with Miss Harriet E. Bal
lentine, a daughter of David Ballentine one of the
pioneer merchants of Waukegau. The lady was
born in Quebec, Canada, September 29, 1836, and

their marriage was celebrated in this city. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Conolly have been born four chil
dren, three living, all sons: Robert B., the. eldest,
who was born April 13, 1863, married Miss Cora
Carhart, and makes his home in Waukegan; Fred
erick H., born September 29, 1869,residcs at home;
Lewis R., the youngest, is attending school in Dela
ﬁeld.

He was born April 24, 1874.

Harriet, the

only daughter, was born March 2, 1865, and died
September 14, 1868.
Mr. Conolly is a Republican in politics, but has
never sought- or desired public otliee. lie and his
wife are members of the Episcopal Church, and
have resided in Waukcgan since 1861, during
which time they have made many warm friends.
Ile has been prominently identiﬁed with the con
struction of the lines of the Chicago & Northwest
ern Railroad in Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan,

from the earliest inception of that corporation for
a period of twenty_two years, and held responsible
positions, the duties of which he discharged with
ability and fidelity. For several years past he has
been in poor health and not actively employed.

WW

QJCK WIIITE, an enterprising and success
/' ful farmer residing on section 18, Avon

(“-3 Township, was born in Cook County, Ill.,
August 26, 1840. IIis father was a native of Ire
land, and in that country was married, his union

being with Mary Hart. Accompanied by his wife,
he emigrated to the United States in 1837, and
took up his residence in Albany, N. Y., whence he

removed to Cook County, Ill., the following year.
There he engaged in farming for a short time. and
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gaging in its cultivation throughout the remainder
of his life. His death occurred in January, 1885,
and his wife, a most estimable and worthy lady,

was called to her ﬁnal rest in February, 1883. Both
were members of the Christian Church of Ft. Hill,

and in politics Mr. White aﬂiliated with the Re
publican party. His last vote was cast for James
A. Garﬁeld.
This couple in the early days of their settlement
in the West endured the hardships and privations
which come to those who make homes on the
frontier; All of their transportation was done by
ox-feams, and it was not an uncommon sight to see
a team and wagon mired on Lake Street in Chi
cago. By hard work and industry, Mr. White was
enabled to add to his ﬁrst purchase until his landed
possessions aggregated four hundred and sixty
acres, all situated in one township. The White
famin numbered four children, three of whom are
still living: Nick, of this sketch; Walter, who re
sides with his wife and son on the old homestead of
two hundred and forty acres, where he is engaged
in general farming; Amarias, who is extensively
engaged in buying and shipping stock, making a
specialty of sheep, is married and has three daugh
ters; and Isabel died at the age of one year.
Our subject has spent his entire life in this State
and his education was obtained in the common
schools of the neighborhood. No event of special
importance occurred to relieve the routine of farm
work in which he was engaged during his youth.
lie is now the owner of a ﬁne farm situated at the
eastern extremity of Long Lake, which is very val
nablc. He has sold a number of lots bordering on
the Water to parties from the city who wished sum
mer residences, and has built a number of ﬁne cot

tages which he intends renting or selling. He has
made excellent progress in his business career, and
met with a justly deserved success.
In June, I866, Mr. White was united in mar

riage with Miss Aarabellc Culver, a native of the
I—hnpirc State, who came to Illinois in 1858 with
her family. The father, Horace Culver, followed
farming in this county until his death, which oc
curred in 1881, at the age of seventy-six years.

in 1842 he came to Lake County, where be pre

His widow still survives him, and is now sixty -uiuc

empted two hundred and twenty acres of land, en

years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. White have but one
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child, a daughter, Mary Isabel, now the wife of
Sidney Carfeld, who is extensively engaged in the
raising of cattle and sheep in Avon Township.
The parents are both members of the Christian
Church. are faithful workers in the Sunday-school,
and have done much for its upbuilding and suc
cess. Mr. White cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Lincoln. but since that time has been an advocate
of Democratic principles. The household is noted
for its hospitality, and the members of the family
hold a high position in the social world.

voting his energies to its cultivation and improve
ment until within two years, when he laid aside all
business cares.

Their home has been blessed by

the presence of two children: R. 1)., who married
Eva Smith, and is now engaged in farming on the
old homestead; and Carrie, wife of Rev. J. M.

Wheaton, a resident of Bureau County, Ill.
By his energy, industry, perseverance and good
management, Mr. Cook accumulated a handsome

property and, having acquired a sufﬁcient compe
tence to keep him through his remaining years, he
abandoned his life work and removal to Liberty
ville in 1889, having since there resided.

He and

his estimable wife have a neat and comfortable
home, tastefully furnished and surrounded by beau
” DWlN COUK, a retired farmer and one of
E the representative citizens of Libertyville,

L____/ claims New York as the State of his nativ
ity. The place of his birth was Onondaga County
and the date 1828. His father, Alexander Cook,
was also horn in the Empire State. grew to man
hood upon a farm, followed agricultural pursuits
throughout his life and died on the old homestead.
His wife, whose maiden name was Maria Shaver,
died in 1844, at the age of forty-four years. They
had four children, three sons and a daughter, of

whom Edwin is the eldest; Mary is still a resident
of New York; John E. is living near Gagc’s Lake;
and James is living with our subject. Alexander
Cook developed a farm in the midst of a wild tim
bered region of New York and was an industrious
and enterprising man. He supported the Demo
cratic party throughout his life and in religious be
lief was a Methodist.
The subject of this sketch was early inured to
hard work and needed no athletic sports for his
physical development, as he had plenty of exercise
in the labor which fell to his lot. He remained
under the parental roof until he had attained his
majority and then started out to ﬁght life's battle
with the world. On the 10th of October, 1850,
when twenty-two years of age, he was united in
marriage with Miss Elizabeth Morgan, of Onon
daga County, N. Y. They began their domestic
life in that State and after ﬁve years emigrated
Westward, locating in Fremont Township, Lake
County, Ill., where Mr. Cook purchased a farm, de

tiful trees, shrubs and other adornments.

Both

are members of the Methodist Church and take an
active part in its growth and upbuilding. Their
lives have been well and worthily spent and their
friends throughout the community are many. In
his earlier life Mr. Cook afﬁliated with the Demo
cratic party and cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Pierce, but since 1856 he has been a stanch Repub
lican. Public spirited and progressive, he is num
hercd among the valued citizens of the community
where he has so long made his home.

- r—
’
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EONDO M. EDDY, a well known farmer

and stock-raiser residing on section 14,
Newport Township, was born on the old
homestead on section 13, May 29, 1849. His boy
hood days were spent in the usual manner of farmer

lads, his labors on the farm being continued through
the summer months. while in the winter season he
familiarized himself with the common English
branches taught in the district schools. Being the
eldest son in rather a numerous family, much labor
devolved upon him, and he remained at home as

sisting his father until twenty-eight years of age,
when he began life for himself. He then bought
his present farm, comprising one hundred and forty
acres. which at that time was entirely destitute of

improvements, but soon a change could be seen in

its appearance.

A comfortable home is now sur—
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rounded by large barns and other outbuildings,
which in turn stand in the midst of well cultivated
ﬁelds. An important branch of his business is
stock-raising, be keeping on hand excellent grades
of horses, cattle and sheep. He has made a specialty
of the Hambletonian horses. He bred Nellie Spinks,
with a record of 2:28. The pedigree shows pure
blood, and he now owns a promising colt, sired by
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attended with great suﬁering, yet he bore it with
submission, and passed away, exclaiming ~it’s all
well.” Surely it can be said “he being dead, yet
speaketh." Deceased has left behind three sons
and two daughters in addition to his faithful and
devoted wife, who feels most acutely the loss of a
loving father and husband.
He also leaves a
brother. Thomas Crawford, 0f Kankakee County,

Hambletonian Prince.
On the 6th of June, 1877, Mr. Eddy Wedded
Miss Matilda Crawford, who presides over a well
ordered house and hospitable home. Their union

Ill., and a sister, Mrs. James Oliver, of Newport

been an office-seeker, but has taken a commendable

inhabitants of Newport, had many friends, all of

interest in politics, and has often served as a dele
gate to the conventions of his party. A shrewd.
careful and honorable business man, upright and
industrious, he possesses qualities that would com
mand success any where. His ﬁrst Presidential
vote was cast for Gen. Grant, and he has sincesup
ported the Republican party.
The following facts we glean from the Waukegan
GaZetle, published soon after the death of Mr.
Crawford, father of Mrs. Eddy: “()ne of the oldest
and most respected citizens of West Newport, Sam

whom tender their deepest sympathy to the be
rca’vcd in this their great afﬂiction.” There were
two other children, William Henry, who died May

v Township. His children, Mrs. C. \V. lIeydeeker,
Mrs. L. M. Eddy, James and John, all of Lake
County, and Samuel, of Apple River, 111., were with
was celebrated in Newport Township, where they
him at the time of his death, excepting the latter,
who came soon after. He was buried December
have since resided. In the social world they are
held in high esteem, and their friends throughout
21, 1887, in Mt. Rest Cemetery, Rev. W. Doble
the community are many. Mr. Eddy has never
ofﬁciating. The deceased being one of the oldest

uel Crawford, passed away December 19, 1887, at

his residence in Lake County, at the ripe age of

31, 1876, at the age of twenty-one; and Maria,

wife of Frank Slocum, who died November 18,
1886. Mrs. Crawford died January 19, 1891, at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. L. M. Eddy.
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AUSTIN,

Ja., a

prominent

stock

dealer residing in Libertyville, has spent

1 almost his entire life in this county, being a
,\./
representative of one of its pioneer families.
Ireland, and emigrated to the United States in the
lie was born in Devonshire, England, in 184-1, and
spring of 1839. For eight years he remained in
Massachusetts and New York, then returned to his
there the ﬁrst ﬁve years of his life were passed,
native land and soon after married Miss Jane Ted
but at that early age he was brought by his par
ley, March 22, 1848, who has been his faithful
cnls to America, the family crossing the water in
companion and counselor for these many years,
1819. He grew to manhood in Chicago and re
and now survives him to mourn his loss. They
evivcd an excellent education in the public schools,
came to America in the fall of 1848, and settled in
which well fitted him for the practical life he has
Salem, Kcnosha County, Wis., where they remained
led. At the age of eighteen he began life for him
eight years. In 1856 he removed to Newport, ' self as a stock-dealer, and from the beginning has
where he resided up to the time of his death. He
had a prosperous career. Ten years ago he came
was a member of the Methodist Church, having be
to Libertyville, where he has since carried on opera
come identiﬁed with that denomination in Albany,
tions, dealing in stock and also operating a farm ad
N. Y., and afterwardbecoming a member in West
joining the town. He is a man of good business
Newton. He was a consistent Christian and active
principles, energetic and industrious. sagacious
member from the beginning, his last sickness was
and far-sighted,
seventy-three years.

,9

He was born in County Derry.
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to the marriage altar, in Libertyville, Miss Mary
J. Triggs, who was born in that town and is a
daughter of George Triggs. Her father was a na

stanch Democrat and manifests considerable inter
est in political affairs. In religious belief he is a
Universalist, and in his social relations is a Mason.
For the past six or seven years he has attended

tive of Devonshire, England, born in 1819, and in

the State conventions of that fraternity, and is

the county of his nativity he learned the trade of
a boot and shoemaker. When about twenty-one
years of age he wedded Miss Mary Orchard, a na

one of the prominent members. Mr. Austin is
well known throughout the county and is held in
universal esteem.

On the 29th of December, 1569, Mr. Austin led

tive of Devonshire, England, born in 1818.

The

year 1848 witnessed their emigration to America,
and they came at once to Libertyville, where they
spent the remainder of their lives. Mr. Triggs
died May 11, 1880, and his wife departed this life
on the 20th of April, 1879.

Their remains were

interred in the Libertyville Cemetery and a bean
tiful monument now marks their last resting- place.
The family numbered four sons and a (laughter,
the latter being Mrs. Austin. James, the eldest,
is one of the progressive merchants of Liberty
ville; George enlisted as a member of the Seven
teenth Illinois Cavalry during the late war, and
and when little more than twenty years of age laid
down his life on the altar of his country; Albert
is married and is engaged in business in Chicago;
William H. also resides with his family in Chicago,
where he is engaged in mercantile pursuits.
Mrs. Austin has spent her entire life in this
county and the days of her maidenhood were spent
at the parental home. She was educated in the
schools at Libertyville and continued to reside
with her parents until her marriage with John
Austin. 'l‘heir union has been blessed with two
children, sons—Albert J. and Charles, who still
reside with their parents.

-1LL1AM BESLEY, founder of the Besley
(\\/A\[/ Brewing Company of Waukegan, was born
\
in Berkshire, England, July 16, 1808, and
is a son of William and Mary ('I‘yrell) Besley.
Ilis father was a farmer, malster and brewer.

Both

parents died in the old country at an advanced age.
In their family were four children, all of whom
crossed the ocean and became residents of America.
Our subject was the ﬁrst to brave the dangers of
an ocean voyage and was followed by Stephen who
came in 1814, and died in Michigan, leaving a
family of six children; Sarah and Mary sought
homes in the United States in 1844, but both are

now deceased.
William Besley is the only living representative
of his family in America. His educational advan
tages were very limited, as, from an early age, he
had to earn his own living. He learned to farm,
brew and manufacture malt but not liking the latter
occupation he learned the milling business. Sub
sequently
he returned to his home where he worked
for a time and on the 29th of December, 1832. he Y

The farm which Mr.

Austin owns, comprises eighty acres of arable land,
which pays a golden tribute to his care and culti

Arhoiﬁeld, Berkshire, England, who was born at

vation.

that place, July 29, 1810, and was a daughter of

He is one of the prominent members of

was joined in wedlock with Mary W. Windiate of

the Agricultural Society, which was organized ten

Daniel and Mary (Moss) Windiate.

years ago, and during all that time he has been

died in the old country in the bloom of woman
hood, leaving two daughters—Mrs. Besley and

one of its ofﬁce-holders, having for three years

Her mother

served as President, during which time the aﬂ’airs

Mrs. Jane Hunt, whose remains now lie buried in

of the society were placed in a ﬂourishing condi

\Vaukegan.
The husband afterward married
Martha Mundy, and by his second union had eight
children, two sons and six daughters, of whom
seven are yet living. Mrs. Emma Whitﬁeld and

tion.

No man has done more for the interests of

the association than he, and much of its success is

the result of his efﬁcient labors.

On attaining his

majority he supported the Republican party, but

Mrs. Marian Cubbins reside in Memphis, 'I‘enn.;

since President Grant’s second term he has been a

Mrs. Jennie Holister and Mrs. Rebecca Atwood are

a I

\

I
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residents of Chicago; Mrs. Martha Smith makes

facture of brick in Council Bluffs, Iowa.

her home in Saginaw, Mich.; and

Beslcy has lived in Waukegan for the long period
of thirty-eight years and is one of its wealthy
citizens.
For nearly ﬁfty-nine years Mr. and Mrs. Besley
walked life’s thorny road together, a privilege that
is accorded to a very few indeed.
Since writing this article Mrs. Besley was called

William and

Daniel also live in Michigan. All of the family
crossed the ocean in 1835, and the father died in
Oakland County, Mich.
Mr. and Mrs. Besley began their domestic life in
their native land but in 1835, with their daughter
they set sail for America, accompanied by the Win
diate family and landed at New York City after a
voyage of six weeks. They at once continued their

Mr.

so her ﬁnal rest, May 31, 1891.

travels until reaching Pontiac, Mich., where Mr.

Besley engaged in farming.

Not long afterward

he removed to Waterford, where he devoted his

energies to merchandising and hotel keeping as well
as milling, but water ﬂooded his mill and swept
nearly everything away, causing him great loss as
he had no insurance.

In 1853, he visited Wanke

gan and stepped into lawyer l’arks’ ofﬁce where he
discovered the lawyer engaged in writing a letter

to him about buying the brewery of Scoilin (it
Green, who had carried on the business unproﬁtably.
Mr. Besley determined to buy the plant and pur
chased it for three thousand dollars. From time
to time he took his sons into the business and in
1868, the Beslcy Brewing Company was formed.
They have made vast improvements. In Wanke
gau they have a brewing plant, a malt house and
bottling works. They have an ofﬁce in Chicago
and all told give employment to some forty men.
Ever since the organization of the company, he has
been president.
In politics, Mr. Besley is a Democrat and for
some six years has been a member of the city coun
cil. Both he. and his wife are members of the
Episcopal Church. They became parents of nine
children but one died in infancy, Emily M. died in
her third year and Sarah J. died in her second year.
The living are, W. Bryant, whois manager of the in
terests of the brewing company at Waukegan; Ed
mund D., secretary, treasurer and general manager
of the company; Stephen W. who served a year in
the One Hundred and Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry
is in the hardware business in Council Bluffs, Iowa;
John W. who saw three years’ service in the‘Ninety
Sixth Illinois Infantry, is now clerk of the Besley
Brewing Company; George \V., is a druggist of
McHenry, 11L; Lewis C., is engaged in the manu

1'1 ROBERT SNEESBY, a respected citizen of
I

Waukcgan whose life has been connected
with the history of Lake County for many
years, was born in Gi'aveely, Cambridge
shire, England, England, August 11, 1816, and is
a son of Henry and Hannah (Rogers) Suecsby. His
father was superintendent of a large farm compris~
ing seven hundred acres of land but his death oc
curred when our subject was only eleven years of
age, leaving six sons. There was also a daughter
in the family, but she (lied before the father was
called home. Thus thrown upon his own resources
at an early age he has become aself-made man,
having worked his way upward step by step. He
began life as a farm hand and received in compen
sation for his services the muniﬁcent sum of sixty
cents per week and boarded himself. At one time
he was using a pitchfork at some distance from the
house of a farmer and not wishing to walk all the
way back hid the implement, expecting to begin
work on Monday, but when he returned the fork

was gone and he was discharged and the money
due him withheld. His mother was a hard-work
ing woman who would not go in debt for anything,
believing cash should be paid for every article re
ceived. She was angry with her son for his action
in regard to the fork and upbraidcd him for his
seeming carelessness as his wages were greatly
needed. Often he would go to work having had
as a meal only a piece of bread with salt on it and
warm water. Soon after his discharge he secured
work, with a man who owned a gravel pit, at four

shillings per week. So capable and efficient did
he prove that his employer advanced his wages
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each week until he was receiving the sum of nine
shillings. He saved his money until he had asnug
little sum besides supporting his mother comfort

cupies and which he has just sold for $10,000, he

ably.
At length Mr. Sncesby decided to cross the At~
lantic to America and try his fortune in the New
World. In 1849, accompanied by his brother, now
an invalid residing in Waukegan, he sailed for this
country and came immediately to this city. He
went to work on the old plank road along with
three Irishmen and worked some three weeks but
got cheated out of all his wages save $3.33. He
then worked in the old Waukegan Mill until it was

efforts have brought him prosperity, which is the
just reward of his labors.

destroyed by ﬁre, after which he turned his atten

tion to landscape gardening and ornamental work
of that character. Many of the most beautiful
lawns of the city are the workmanship of his hands.
No man has done more to beautify the homes of
Waukegan than he, and his artistic eye, ready hand
and good taste have produced some of the lOVeliest
lawns anywhere to be found. Mr. Sneesby has been
a hard worker and it is said by those who have
employed him that he will accomplish two men’s
work in a day.
In I-Iuntingtonshire, England, December 23,
1841, Mr. Sneesby was united in marriage with
Elizabeth Knight, a native of Cambridgeshire, and
two children were born unto them in England and
two in this country: Henry died at the age of nine
years; Emma M. is the wife of Joseph Gibler, a resi

dent of Freeport, Ill.; William R., who served for
three years in the Regular army and died at the age
of thirty, and SarahA., wife of J. H. Herbert. The
mother of this family died October 1, 1854, and

on 'the 22d of April. 1855, Mr. Sneesby wedded
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Marsh, nee llogbcn. who was born
in Stellinninis, Kent County,England,January 12,
1808. She married James Marsh in her native land
and came to the l'nited States in 1833; they lived
for a year in New Jersey and then went to Oswego
County, N. Y., where they spent eleven years, com

ing to this county in 1845, and settling in Warren
Township. Mr. Marsh was drowned in the O’Plain
River.
In his political afﬁliations Mr. Sneesby is a Re
publican but has never sought political office. hav
ing devoted his entire time and attention to his

work.

Besides the ﬁne property which he now oc

has a farm of 129 acres in Warren Township and
and other property in addition. His business abil
ity. sagacity and enterprise stood him instead of
capital, which many young men think they must
possess in order to be successful in life.

His own

UGUST FISHER has for more than a third
of a century been identified with the his
tory of Fremont Township and still resides
.
on section 20, where he is engaged in
farming. He owns and operates one hundred and
twenty acres of land highly improved and culti
vated and his home is pleasantly situated within
two miles of Ivanhoe and three and a half miles of
Wauconda, thus the luxuries and conveniences of

the city are easily accessible and he has excellent
market and railroad facilities.
Mr. Fisher is of German birth and is a son of
Gotleib and Louise Fisher, both of whom were

natives of Hanover. Germany. His father was born
in 1797, and served in the French and German

War of 1815. He married in his native land and
with his family emigrated to America. in 1852. His
death occurred in 1867, and his wife passed away
the following year. Unto them were born six chil
dren and all are yet living. Fred is a resident of
Fremont Township; August is the next younger;
Louis is married and follows farming in Rocke
feller; Henry is married and engages in teaming
in Chicago; Herman is represented on another page
of this work; William resides in Hebron, McHenry

County, Ill., and is a farmer.
Under the parental roof August Fisher was
reared to manhood and aided his father in the farm
labors. He accompanied the family when they
crossed the Atlantic in 1852, and after landing in

New York, came direct to this country by way of
the railroad and Great Lakes. Here he made pur
chase of one hundred and sixty-ﬁve acres of

partially improved land and has since given his en
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tire time and attention to agricultural pursuits.
Two years later he was joined in wedlock with Mrs.
Dorothy Grabbe nee Myers, a native of Germany,
who came to America in 1846. Two children grace
their union, 9. son and daughter—Emma, who was
educated in the common schools, now attends to

the household duties; Augustus G., resides in
Chicago where he is engaged as a telegraph opera.
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Mathers, who was born in Leicestershire, on the

20th of July, 1811. They became parents of eight
children, ﬁve sons and three daughters, all of whom
were born at Burgley Lodge, Northamptonshire,
with the exception of the youngest daughter who
is a native of Waukegan, Ill.
Philip, the eldest, who was born August 7, 1834,
was killed in Waukegan. October 26, 1854, by the

tor, having pursued a full course of study in the

explosion of a steam boiler; Joseph, who was born

College of Telegraphy in Janesvillc, Wis. The
mother of this family was called to her ﬁnal rest in
1868, and her remains were interred in the ceme
tery of Ivanhoe, where has been erected a beautiful
monument. Mr. Fisher is still true to her memory,
having never again married.
Our subject is numbered among the leading and
valued citizens of the community, having been
identified with the best interests of the township
since be here located. The cause of education has
found in him a warm friend and he has faithfully
served as School Director for the long period of
twelve years, a. fact which indicates his efficiency
and the promptness with which he discharges his
duty. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for the

October 17, 1835, and is represented elsewhere in
this work, wedded Miss Maria Louise Howe. served

martyr, President Lincoln, and has since been a

stalwart Republican, warmly advocating the prin
ciples of that party. He and his family attend the

his country as a soldier in the late war and is now

engaged in the manufacture of sash, doors and
blinds in Waukegan; George, who was born Jann
ary 12. 1837, wedded Miss Mary L. Edwards and
resides in Hainesville, Lake County, Ill.
He
served in the late war as a member of Company G.
Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry and was seriously
wounded while on duty; Hannah. who was
born May 30, 1839, died January 26, 1855;
Matthew, born February 17, 1841, married Miss

Julia Fagan and holds the position of baggage
master on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad.
IIe resides in Waukegan and a sketch of his life
also appears in this work: Frederick who was born
July 30, 1843, is single and resides in Waukegan,
where he carries on the harness-making business;

Congregational Church of Ivanhoe, of which Miss

Eliza, born June 19, 1847, is the wife of Reuben

Emma is a member.

Miller, a

In his business career, Mr.

Fisher has prospered and has worked his way up
ward to a position of afﬂuence. His sterling worth
has won him many friends and he is ranked among
the best German citizens in the community where
he resides.
__.®.__,

, fl ATTIle PALMER, 8a., the founder of
the Palmer family of Waukegan. in this
/
country, was born in the town of Norfolk,
Northamptonshire, England, on the 9th
of February, 1806. His early life passed unevent
fully. He was reared and educated in his native
town, and on attaining manhood was appointed to
the responsible position of gamekeeper to Lord
oExeter, a position which he held for thirty years.

He was married in October, 1833, to Miss Eliza

farmer of Lake Bluﬁ’, Lake County;

Susan, born March 28, 1849, resides in Lake Bluﬁ‘;

Sarah, the youngest of the family and the only one
a native of America, was born in Wankegan, De
eemhcr 18,1852, and is now the wife of Robert
Hook, a photographer of this city.
The year 1852 witnessed the emigration of Mr.
Palmer and his family to America. In the month
of April, he embarked on the sailing vessel, “South
ampton" commanded by Captain Snow, and carry
ing seven hundred and ﬁfty passengers and after,
four weeks and four days reached the shores of the

New World.

They landed on the 4th of May, and

arrived at Waukegan on the 30th of

the same

month. Mr. Palmer lived only a little more than
two years after his arrival in Lake County. He
was a hale and hearty man, apparently in the full
vigor of middle age when his eldest son met his

tragic death.

The shock proved too great a one
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for the father.
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He never rallied from it but pined

away and died on the 1'6th of November, 1854,
just twenty-one days after his child was called
home. Mrs. Palmer survived her husband a num
ber of years and died December 30, 1875. They
were both members of the Episcopal Church, and
were very upright and worthy people who reared
a large family to habits of industry and morality
and won the respect of all who knew them. Their
surviving children are all residents of Lake County
and are prosperous and respected citizens of the
community wherein they reside.

game was very plentiful at that day. The mother
had died in Will County in 1839. By that mar
riage were born three children: Maria M., who be
came the wife of Tertius Hawkins and removed to
Winona, Minn., where her husband died, afterward
returned to Illinois, where her death occurred June
23, 1860; Henry S. is the second in order of birth;

and George W. died September 11, 1858, at the
age of twenty years.
For his second wife Mr.
Sherwood married Sophia Parker, who died Janu
ary 21, 1853. Unto them were born seven children
but Elizabeth, the only daughter, died at the age
of two years; Orin P. is engaged in ranching in
California; William H. is engaged in the lumber

ENRY S. SHERWOOD, a farmer residing
on section 4, Avon Township, was born in
Will County, Ill., February 23, 1836. Ilis
father, Stephen Sherwood, was a native of
Pennsylvania and a blacksmith by trade. He mar
ried Maria Hubbell, who was also born in the Key
stone State, and thence they emigrated to Will
County, 11]., in 1832. Mr. Sherwood pre-empted
a farm of one hundred and sixty acres and in addi
tion to its cultivation also worked at his trade.
The family endured many hardships and privations
during those early days and at times the Indians
were quite annoying. Upon one occasion while
Mr. Sherwood was gone to mill at Chicago, a num
ber of Indians came to the home and wanted the
last loaf of bread which Mrs. Sherwood had for
herself and children. 011 being refused they be
came angry. so she took the little ones up the lad
(lcr to the second story of their house and then
drew the ladder up after her. The savages en
deavored to get up but as they did so the brave
mother would hit their hands with a hatchet and
finally they left but took all of the provisions in
the house with them. The family were three days
without food until Mr. Sherwood’s return. In 1843
their first farm was sold and the family removed
to this county, where Mr. Sherwood purchased
two hundred and forty acres of Government land
in Avon Township and commenced the develop
ment and improvement of the wild tract. Wild

business in Arizona; Wellington D. is now de
ceased; Dan enlisted in the service of his country
and was killed while on picket duty before Rich
mond, just prior to the surrender of that city.
John, the youngest, is an engineer of New Mexico.
Mr. Sherwood was again married, his third union
being with Miss Elizabeth M. Dennick, a native of
Ohio. Five of the children born unto them are
yet living: Lewis B.; Hattie, who became the wife
of Archie Gibson, a carpenter at Lake Villa; Willis
and Mary, residents of Kenosha, Wis.; and George

who resides in Libertyville. Mr. Sherwood is still
living and makes his home in California with his
son Orin, at the age of eighty-one years.
The early education of our subject, acquired in

the common schools, was supplemented by a two
years’ course in the High School of Waukegan,
after which he engaged in teaching for a number
of years. He married Miss Sarah M. Denuick, a
native of Ohio, who has also followed teaching and
removed from the Buckeye State with her mother
in 1845. Their union was celebrated on New
Year’s Day of 1857, and four years later Mr. Sher
wood began farming on the old homestead, to the

cultivation of which he devoted his energies dur
ing the summer months, while in winter he engaged

in teaching. In this manner he has since spent his
life. He still owns the old farm but sold a part of
it for the town plat of Lake Villa, a fashionable
summer resort, much frequented by Chicago peo
ple. He is accounted one of the enterprising and
successful farmers of the community and is a pub-~
lie-spirited citizen.
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Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood were born seven
children: Lillie M., who is engaged in teaching
music; Alice, who died October 22, 1871; Andrew
J., who is married and follows carpenteringin Lake
Villa; Raymond 11.; Fred 0., died July 25, 1891,

with a fatal attack of typhoid fever, aged 19. He
was a student of the Metropolitan Business College
at Chicago, and was a young man of intellectual
brilliancy; Frank R. is at home; and one child
who died in infancy. The parents and older chil
dren are members of the Methodist Church of Lake
Villa and in politics Mr. Sherwood is a Republican.
He takes an active interest in all that pertains to
the welfare of the community and has done no
inconsiderable part for its upbuilding and devel
‘ opment. By his own efforts he has acquired a
handsome competence and is numbered among the
well-to-do farmers of the community.

and in Wellington commenced the study of mod
icine.

In 1837 he located in Rochester, N. Y.,

where he engaged in mercantile pursuits until his
removal to Troy, N. Y., in the spring of 1844,
where he studied under Dr. Bryan, and practiced
medicine to a limited extent. Two years later he
determined to try his fortune in the West and we
ﬁnd him a resident of Waukegan, 111., then Little
Fort. That proved an important move for him,
for prosperity attended his eﬂ'orts and he became
one of the well-to-do citizens of the community.
He had studied the system of allopathic practice,
but believing homeopathy to be a better system be
ﬁtted himself for its practice in the \Vestern Hom
eopathie College of Cleveland, Ohio, where he
was graduated in 1860.
Dr. Barker was married in Rochester, N. Y.,

September 8, 1836, to Miss Sarah A. Cory, daugh

ter of Eliakim and Sarah (Sayer) Cory.

The lady

was born in the town of Hillyer, Canada, July 27,
1819, and their uni0n\has been blessed with ten

]\R. WILLIAM CALVIN BARKER, the 0m

,1/

est resident physician of Waukegan, has
made his home in this place since May 30,
1846, at which time no other homeopathic physwian
had located here. He took up his residence in a
dwelling situated near the corner of Grand Avenue
and State Street and through all these years it has
been his home. The doctor was born at Ballston
Spa, Saratoga County, N. Y., September 26, 1812,
and is a son of Joseph and Rachel (C0ry) Barker.
His father was a native of Connecticut, born in

children, six sons and four daughters: The eldest
died in infancy; Frances Elizabeth, born in
Rochester, N. Y., December 13, 1843, is at home;
Walter Grifﬁth, born in Troy, N. Y., July 30, 1845,

was married June 30, 1886, to Miss Carrie Dayton
Murray, and lives in Waukegan but does business
in Chicago as a hardware merchant; Lucy Ann
Cory, born December 13, 1848, died February 19,
1877; Mary Adeline, born November 21,1850,
was married in June, 1870, to James L. Rippey,

1790, and from that State emigrated to New York7

who is engaged in the insurance business in Chi
cago; Sarah Amanda, born August 11, 1852, died
September 16, 1860; William Abner, born Novem

becoming one of the early settlers of Saratoga

ber 2, 1856, married Addie '1‘. Carey, March 13,

County, where on the 30th of August, 1809, he

1883, and is engaged in the practice of medicine in
Chicago; George Augustus, born September 22,
1859, died December 15 of the same year; Charles

was united in marriage with Miss Cory, who was
born in that county, September 4, 1792. She
died in Ballston Spa, September 21, 1832, at the

age of forty years. Mr. Barker long survived her,
dying in Monroe County, N. Y., in 1887, at the
Very advanced age of ninety-three years. In their
family were eight children, ﬁve sons and three
daughters, but the doctor and two sisters are all

that are now living.
Our subject was the second in order of birth.
When nineteen years of age he went to Canada,

A., born December 4, 1860, was married on the

19th of January, 1887, to Abbie Morse, and is
engaged in the real-estate business in Chicago;
Reuben Ludlam, born November 8, 1863, superin

tendent of the sales department in a mercantile
house in Chicago.
The Doctor and his wife are members of the
Presbyterian Church, to which all of their children

also belong.

In politics he was a Democrat in
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early life and afterward became an Abolitionist.
He supported Fremont, the ﬁrst Republican candi
date. and since that time has afﬁliated with the
Republican party. In 1848 he was a delegate to
the National Free-soil Convention which convened
in Buffalo. He is a strong advocate of temperance
principles and has ever manifested an active inter
est in everything pertaining to the welfare and
advancement of the county. He has never sought
nor desired public ofﬁce but was made Coroner 0f
the county against his wish for two years. He is
an honored member of the Illinois State Homeo
pathic Medical Society, the American Institute of
Homeopathy, and the Western Academy of Home
opathy, and of the first-mentioned society was
President. 'After coming to this county his skill
and ability soon won him a liberal patronage and
throughout the community Dr. Barker is widely
and favorably known.

country he settled near Philadelphia, Pa., where

he secured a position as gardener, working in that
capacity for four years, when, in 1858, he came to
Lake County and bought a farm on section 7, Lib
ertyvillc Township. the ﬁrst land which he owned.
Since that time he has devoted his energies to ag
ricultural pursuits and his labors have been crowned
with prosperity. From time to time he added to
his ﬁrst purchase, until at one time his landed pos
sessions aggregated five hundred acres, but not
wishing to be burdened with the care of so large
a farm, be disposed of a portion of it, and is now
the owner of two hundred and ﬁfty acres. His life
has been a useful one, characterized by hard labor,

industry and enterprise. As a business man he is
conservative, practical, possesses good judgment
and is now enjoying a well deserved success.
In l857, in Pennsylvania, Mr. Davis was mar
riage to Miss Jane Seaville, a native of Cheshire,
England, and by their union have been born three
children yet living—Ernest L., who married Su
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san Davis, and engaged in farming in this town

‘OSEPII J. DAVIS. of Libertyville, is num
bered among the early settlers of the county,
\
dating his residence from 1858. He is a
@) native of Wales, born in I’embrokeshire,
June 10, 1830.
His parents, John and Sarah
(Jones) Davis, were also natives of that country

where they spent their entire lives upon a farm.
In the family were ten children, of whom
three

brothers

and

a

four,

sister came to America,

namely: Philip, living in Libertyville 'I‘OWnship;
Joseph J., of this sketch; John P., whose home is
in Newport, and Mrs. Hester Thomas, a resident of

Newport Township. The father died prior to the
emigration of our subject to America, and the moth
er subsequent to his removal to the New World.
Joseph J. Davis is a self-made man. Whatever
success he has met with in life is due to his own
efforts. for from the early age of ﬁfteen he has been
dependent upon his own resources, having been
apprenticed at that time to a gardener. with whom
he worked for six years, or until he had attained
his majority. He was a young man of twenty-four
years when he bade good-by to his native land, and
embarked upon the broad ocean. On reaching this

ship; Edith, a successful teacher employed in the
Libertyville schools. and Lela, who also follows
the same profession. They lost one son, Julian l’.,
who died eight years ago. Mr. Davis received
limited educational advantages and resolved that
his children should have better opportunities than
were afforded him. He permitted them to attend
good schools, and as the result two daughters are
now teachers of recognized ability.
For three years the Davis family has made its
home in the village of Libertyville, and are now
surrounded with the comforts of life as the result of
our subject’s industry. He is numbered among
the substantial and self-made men of the county
and has attended strictly to his business interests,
engaging in no useless speculations or enterprise.
In his political views he is a Republican, having
supported that party since 1860, when be cast his
ﬁrst vote for Abraham Lincoln. Although reared
in the Church of England, for the past twenty
years he has been connected with the Methodist
Church as one of its faithful and consistent mem
bers. For sixteen years he has held the ofﬁce of
School Director, and the cause of education has
ever found in him a. warm friend, while the schools
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of this community have advanced in excellence un
der his able administration. Another worthy in
terest ﬁnds in him a warm advocate—that of
temperance, and in fact all enterprises calculated
to upbuild or beneﬁt the community, are sure to
receive his hearty support and co-operation.

W

F] F. W. EDDY, a retired farmer and repre
Tj sentative citizen of Newport Township, re
siding on section 33, was born on the 2d of
March, 1821, in Utiea, Oneida County,N. Y.

The

ancestry of the family is traced back to England.
His paternal grandfather was a Baptist minister and
his father was Obed Eddy, who was born in Con
necticut and grew to manhood on his father’s farm.
His parents removed to Oneida County when that
part of New York was an almost unbroken wilder
ness.

He there farmed until 1847, when he came

to Illinois and spent his last days with his children.
He died in the t0wn of Benton in 1866, when
about seventy-seven years of age and now lies
buried in Greenwood Cemetery. His marriage
took place in Oneida County. N. Y., when he was
only nineteen years of age and his wife, whose
maiden name was Lucy Northup. was only sixteen
years old.

She was a native of Cheshire, Mass, a

daughter of a sailor. With her husband she came
to Illinois and died in 1864. Ohed Eddy was for
many years a prominent and active member of the
Baptist Church. He long served as Deacon and
was always found at his place in the house of wor
ship. When election day came round he went to
the polls and cast his ballot but took no active part
in political affairs in the sense of ofﬁce seeking.
His support was given to the Whig and afterward
to the Republican party. In more than one way
he was a self-made man. He had no educational
advantages yet became well informed; he had no
cash capital with which to begin life, yet won a
comfortable competence. His friends were many,
his enemies few. The children of the family were:
Welcome, who came to Lake County, in 1842, and
died in Benton Township, his remains being laid
to rest in Greenwood Cemetery; Harrison, who re
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ceived a college education and became a farmer
and preacher, died in .Ianesville, \Vis.; E. F. W. is
the next younger; Francis [-1. resides on the old

homestead in New York; Lucy A., wife of H. C.
Biddleeom, a pioneer of Lake County, died in

Newport Township in 1890; Mrs. Hannah Border
died in Cleveland. Ohio; and Mrs. Cynthia Ellis is
a resident of Madison County, N. Y. All were
born and reared on the old homestead in the Em_
pire State.
In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject
was reared to manhood and in the schools of the
neighborhood he received a good practical educa
tion which was supplemented by a course in the High
School of Utica, N. Y.

As soon as he wasz old

enough to handle the plow he began work upon
the farm, aiding his father in its cultivation until
twenty-two years of age, when he left the parental
roof and at the request of his brother came to Illi
nois. He made the journey by lakes 0n the
“Bunker Hill,” arriving at his destination on the
29th of May, 1843. He found a wild and unde
veloped country, over which one could ride for
miles with no fences or settlements to impede pro
gress. Entering eighty acres of land on section
13, Newport Township, he began the development
of a farm the boundaries of which he afterward
extended until it comprised two hundred and sixty
acres, a part of which he has since divided with his
sons. His capital of $6, with which he arrived in
Lake County has been many times increased and in
our subject we have one of the well-to-do farmers
of the community. Hard work and good man
agement were instrumental in bringing about this
result.
In the spring of 1848, the marriage of E. F. W.
Eddy and Adeline Soper was celebrated. She is a
native of Vermont, a daughter of R. E. Soper, one
of the soldiers of the War of-1812, and came to

Illinois in 1847. She began teaching school, mak
ing her home in the Eddy family. Her parents
visited Illinois many times but died in Vermont.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Eddy have been born the fol
lowing children: Leondo, whose sketch appears
elsewhere in this work; Purmillia A. at home; Mrs.

Cclestia Soper, of Watertown, S. Oak; Remember
E., who married Viola Shumesiski and has operated

__—_n-__.__—._._ -___:" _ . __
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the home farm for several years; Sarah E. at home;

and Mrs. Addie E. Galloway, of Shcboygan Falls,
Wis. The children all received good educational.
advantages and Addie E., after attending the High
School of Waukegan, engaged in teaching for sev
eral years.
Mr. Eddy cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
William Henry Harrison and took an active part
in that campaign. He has never voted the Demo
cratic ticket and has never missed a Presidential
election. He has often been a delegate to the
County and State conventions, has held a number
of local ofﬁces, helped to organize Newport Town
ship and with its interests has since been promin
ently identiﬁed. For twelve years he served as
Postmaster of Newport postoﬁicc, now Rosecrans,
which was at his home. A life well and worthin
spent has made him a respected citizen who has the
esteem of all with whom he has come in contact.

claim was taken where I-Iainesville is n0w located
and the task of making a farm begun. The death
of the stepfather left young Elijah the main de
pendence of the family. With a manliness seldom
found in one so young. he faithfully performed his
part. His education had been meagre but in con
nection with his labors he found time for reading
and private study. Thus he prepared himself for
teaching, and in the winter of 1841—42, became

master of the ﬁrst school in Little Fort. Subse
quently he turned his attention to land surveying,
and in this capacity his services proved of great
value in opening roads, establishing lines, etc. In
1846’he platted the village of Hainesville, which
still bears his name.
Soon after attaining his majority, M r. Haines was
elected School Commissioner for the county and a
few years later was chosen Justice of the Peace.
This gave him experience in anew ﬁeld. His mind,

“sweawem
()N. ELIJAII M. IIAINES, deceased.
the life of this worthy citizen has

By
the

county been advanced, the State honored

.

and society blessed.

Without educational

advantages, or wealth or inﬂuential friends, he

arose by native genius and persistent application
to a place among the strong men of Illinois. He
sprang from the noted Haines family. the progeni
tor of which was John IIaines who emigrated with
the Rev. Edward Hooker from Essex, England. in
1633, and became Governor of the Massachusetts

Bay Colony.

Three years later, he went to Con

necticut, was chosen the ﬁrst Governor of that

Colony and served each alternate year until his
death in 1664. Inheriting the ability and applica
tion characteristic of the family, Elijah Middle
brook Haines added a name that has made it even
more glorious.
He was born April 21, 1822, in Oneida County,
N. Y., and in his boyhood became inurcd to the
hardships of farm life. When he was but a child,
his father died and subsequently his mother again
married. In 1835, the family emigrated to Illinois
and after spending about a year in Chicago and

with a natural legal aptitude, grasped readily all
questions of law and after reading such text books
as he could obtain he was admitted to the bar in
1851. The following year he removed to Wauke
gan. His experience as a J ustice of the Peace led
him to prepare a treatise on the law and practice of
these tribunals which has become standard through
out the State. His “Township Organization,” a
compilation of the law with practical forms and
instructions for putting it in working operation,
has been the guide in the administration of town
affairs, not only in Illinois but in many of the sur
rounding States. His consummate ability as an
advocate soon brought him to the ﬁrst rank in his
profession. A man well posted in public aﬂ’airs
and an active spirit in caucus and convention, Mr.
Haines was soon called by the popular voice to
represent the people in the State Legislature. He
was ﬁrst sent to the lower house of that body in
1859 and for eight terms ﬁlled the position with
credit to himself and with satisfaction to his con
stituency. During two terms, he was honored
with the position of Speaker of the House of
Representatives and his intimate knowledge and
skillful application of parliamentary law gave him
a prominence and inﬂuence that few speakers have
enjoyed. His extensive knowledge, perfected by
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experience, was embodied in a work on parliament
ary law that is recognized as among the highest
authorities. He was a member of the Constitu
tional Convention of 1869 and 1870, and hadmueh

to do with shaping our present organic law.
Mr. Haines’ literary labors were quite extensive.
The indigenous races of North America presented
a wide ﬁeld of research in which he took great
interest. Studying the character, language and
traditions of the principal tribes, he acquired by
personal research a fund of ethnological and arch
eological information that furnished materials for
an elaborate work on "The American Indian” that
condenses in a single volume of eight hundred
pages a library of valuable knowledge on this in
teresting subject. He founded the Lake County
Patriot, a weekly newspaper that has attained the
respectable age of almost half a century, and The
Legal Adviser, published in Chicago, the oldest law
newspaper, with a single exception, that now sees
the light in the republic.
In the village that bears his name, Mr. Haines
was married August 18, 1845, to Melinda Gris
wold, daughter of Amos Wright, a branch of the

family that gave to the commonwealth of New
York her most eminent Senator, Silas Wright. She
was born in Herkimer County, February 18, 1827,
and died in Waukegan June 28, 1881, leaving two
children, John Charles Haines, a lawyer of Seattle,
Wash., and Frances, now

the wife

of

Andre

Matteson, who continues the publishing business
left by her father.
On April 25, 1889, the Hon. Elijah M. Haines
passed to his rest. His death was a calamity to
Waukegan and to the commonwealth in whose
legislative council he has served so ably and so long.
Few men have left upon the record of their time a
more enduring stamp of a strong individuality.
Though in political opinions classed with the Dem
ocratic party school, Mr. Haines was more note i for
personal independence than for party fealty. So
great was his inﬂuence among men of all party
colors that in a strong Republican legislative dis
trict no adverse candidate of any party name was
ever able to overcome his majority. A man of
strong, positive and aggressive character, such was
his astuteness and knowledge of men that he made
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himself the parliamentary commander of a legisla
tive assembly without a party majority behind him.
His phenomenal genius for parliamentary contest
was equaled by few and transcended by none. In
the practice of his profession he was not only just
and honorable, but noble. He took more delight
in seeing men settle their difﬁculties without wast
ing their substance in lawsuits than in securing a
large fee. The cause of the poor and oppressed,
he often espoused without the hope of pecuniary
reward. His name will emblazon the pages of his
tory and his memory will be enshrined in the
hearts of future generations.

—--—-%~4~M-— —-wAMES YEOMAN.

No one among the sur

viving pioneers in Lake County is more
deserving of favorable mention in this work I
@
than the worthy Christian gentleman whose
name heads this sketch. ile isa nativeof England,
and was born in the tOWn of Probus, Cornwall, on

the lst of April, 1813. His parents, Bennett and
Bathsua (Hotten) Yeoman, were also natives of
Cornwall, and his father was a. merchant tailor of
Probus for many years.
The subject of this sketch received a good Eng
lish education, and learned the business of a mer
chant tailor in his father’s shop. Having attained to
man’s estate, he engaged in business for himself in
his native town as a merchant tailor and dry-goods
merchant, carrying on an extensive business. and
employing at times as many as fourteen . workmen
and clerks.

On the 10th of May, 1836, he was

united in marriage in Probus with Miss Elizabeth,
daughter of Lewis and Mary Pentecost. The lady
was born in Probus, June 15, 1815, and is de

scended from good old English ancestry. In the
spring of 1846, Mr. Yeoman emigrated to America
with his family, then consisting of a wife and six
children.

In October, they landed in_ Boston,

where Mrs. Yeoman had a brother residing, the
Rev. William Pentecost, a minister of the Metho

dist Church.
After a short time spent in Boston, they came to

Illinois, landing at Little Fort, now Waukegan,
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where Mrs. Yeoman’s sister, Mrs. Treweeke, rc

sided. Mr. Yeoman was anxious to engage in agri
cultural pursuits, and at once purchased a partially
improved farm of one hundred and sixty acres in
Benton Township, now the property of his son-in
law, Hiram Ferry. The farm is situated on the
Waukegan and Kenosha road, and was the site of
the well-known tavern, the Grove House.

Not

in Benton Township, where they are cherished and
honored members of the home circle. This worthy

couple are most earnest and consistent members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, with which they
have been connected since youth, Mr. Yeoman hav
ing united with that church when fourteen years of
age, and his wife when she was sixteen.
Mr. Yeoman has been actively identified with

liking the idea of becoming an inn keeper, Mr. 'lhe Methodist Church since he reached mature
Yeoman took down the sign and closed the house
years as a Class-Leader and a member of the ofﬁ
as an place of entertainment for travelers, devot
cial Board, and has contributed liberally to its sup
ing his attention to farming. 'I‘iring of his new
port. He has long been recognized as apromincnt
style of life after three years’ experience. he leased
and inﬂuential member whose whole heart is en
his farm in 1849 and engaged in the clothing busi
listed in the cause of Christianity. . While he loves
neSs in Kenosha, Wis. Six years later he sold out
the name of Methodist, he is broad and liberal in
at that place and returned to his farm where he re
his views, and has given a generous support to
sided until 1862. He then sold the farm and en
other Christian denominations in erecting their
gaged in business at Waukegan as merchant tailor.
houses of worship. He does not think it necessary
undertaker and dealer in furniture, which business
to consider the name or creed of a fellow Christian,
he carried on successfully until 1881, having his
but is ready to welcome with open arms any true
son Edward for a partner some four years. At
and consistent follower of Christ.
the eXpiration of that time, his health being im
In politics Mr. Yeoman was an anti-slavery man
paired, he retired from active business.
in the early days of his residence in A meriea, and
Mr. and Mrs. Yeoman were blessed with a fam
has voted with the Republican party since its or
ily of eleven children, seven sons and four daugh
ganization. His life has been a busy and useful
ters, of whom six were born in Cornwall, England,
one, and has been crowned with success, so that in
one in Kenosha and four in Lake County. Of the
his old age he is well-to-do, and is the owner of a
eleven, four only are now living, two daughters
valuable property, both-real estate and personal.
and two sons: John, the eldest, married Hattie
He and his wife have been wedded companions for
Graham, of Waukegan, and died at the age of thir
ﬁfty-ﬁve years, during which time they have been
ty-one years, leaving one child, Maggie M.; Will
devoted to each other and to their children in the
iam P. is married, and is a leading jeweler of
highest sense of domestic duty and affection, and
Waukegan, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this
their lives have been such as to command the re
work; Edward B. married Helen Vandemark, and
spect and kindly regard of all who know them.
is a manufacturer of Chicago and Waukegan; Mary'
Jane is the wife of Hiram Ferry, a prominent
farmer of Benton Township, who is also represented
elsewhere in this work; Bennett died in infancy;

Phillippa died at the age of four years; Louisa died
in infancy; Phillippa Bathsua is the wife of George
R. Lyon, a merchant of Waukegan; Bennett James

a

died in infancy, as did also the two next younger,
both of whom were named Lewis James.
Mr. and Mrs. Yeoman continued to reside in
Waukegan until August, 1890, when ﬁnding them
selves becomiug inﬁrm from advancing years, they
made their home with their daughter, Mrs. Ferry,

S. MESSER of Libertyville. Among old
I settlers of Lake County should be men
KK
tioned J. S. and Julia (Barker) Messer who
()1
came to this county in 1857, their residence
therefore covering a period of thirty-four years.
In fact, this work would be incomplete without a
sketch of their lives. Mr. Messer was born in Ver
mont, April I, 18H, and his wife, who is a native
of the same State, was born August 6, 1813. She
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isa descendant of the Aldens who came over to
this country in the “Mayﬂower.” Mr. Messer hav
ing successfully engaged in farming and other enter
prises in the East, until 1857, then emigrated west
ward to Lake County, and located on a farm in
Libertyville, where he passed to his ﬁnal rest
September 1, 1863. Ile was a man active in busi
ness, undeviatingly honest in his dealings; upright
in character, zealous in all reforms and amost
valued citizen. Politically, he was a stanch Repub

lican. Ilis widow now resides in Libertyville.
To this worthy couple ﬁve children were born
all of whom accompanied them in their emigra
tion to this county and four of whom grew to
years of maturity. Jane M., who married L. C.
Stevens in Vermont, by whom she had two sons_
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department and later was promoted to Quarter
master. He was united in marriage with Celeste
French and four children grace their union. He
also is engaged in the hardware business, having a
store in Sheldon, Iowa. The youngest child of
Mr. Messer, Mary H. by name. one possessing
great sensitiVeness of spirit and beauty of character,
was called to the higher life April 5, 1880.
Mrs. Eddy and her mother are the only members
of the family that remain in this county. In re
ligious sentiment they are all broadly liberal and
unorthodox, ardently appreciating the grand
advancement ofthe present, from the bigotry and
superstitious dogmas of the past.

:MWJ-Ltaw

the eldest, George C. Wedding Lillie R. Hurling7
daughter of Dr. Joseph Burling, an early resident
of Waukegan, by whom he has two children. He
is a hardware merchant of Columbus, Wis. Frank

.A IIRISTIAN THOMAS. who is living on
@ section 17, is classed among the representa
\/_l tive farmers of Fremont Township. He was

M. Stevens has charge of the railroad ottice at
Silver Plume, Col., and like his mother has inher

born in the Kingdom of Prussia, December 16,1817,

ited considerable poetic genius. In 1868 Mr. and
Mrs. Stevens were divorced and in 1871 Mrs.
Steweus became the wife of Welcome A. Eddy who
was a native of New York, born in 1812. Among
the early settlers of this county he deserves espe

and is the youngest of two sons and two daughters.

cial mention.

He was a successful farmer, a man

of more than ordinary ability. On the 12th of
March, 1875, Mrs. Eddy was left a widow. She is
a lady of ﬁne literary taste and possessing a high
appreciation of the beautiful in whateVer form it
appears. Her ability to remember literary selec
tions is remarkable, and her own productions in
blank verse are quite meritorious.
The second child of Mr. Messer is Erwin B. who
enlisted in Company F, Thirty-seventh Illinois
Infantry, was chosen Captain of his company and
held that position until his term of service had
expired, then veteranized and was commissioned
Lieutenant Colonel of the One hundred and Fifty
second Illinois Infantry. Ile married Eliza A.
Howell and has two children. He is engaged in
the hardware business in Hartley, Iowa.

Peter, Dorothy and Catherine are all deceased, and

in consequence he is the only one now living. He
was left an orphan when only ﬁfteen years of age,
when he began to work as a farm hand, serving
in that capacity until he had attained his majority,

when he started for America.

Bidding good-by

to the Fatherland, in 1839, he boarded a large

sailing-vessel, containing seven hundred passen
gers, and landed in New York twenty-four days
later.

He then made his way to Buffalo, where he

had to leave his trunk as a guarantee for his
board bill. He began work as a farm hand at $6
per month. Thus he ﬁrst earned money in the
New World.
After three years Mr. Thomas chose as a partner
on life’s journey Miss Catherina, daughter of
Nicholas Schmidt, who was born in Prussia in
1793. He married Christina Schuyler, who was
born in Prussia in 1798. Their union was cele
brated in 1823, and the mother died in 1839, at

the age of forty-ﬁve years.

Mr. Schmidt was a

tailor by trade and was compelled to report for
the same company and regiment, served for a time , two weeks each year to the German army and hold
as Commissary Sergeant in the Quartermaster’s l himself in readiness to enter the ranks if his ser
Edwin l’., a twin brother of Erwin, enlisted in
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vices were needed. Finally he crossed the Atlan
tic to America and died in Buffalo in 1865. Mrs.
Thomas was also born in the Kingdom of Prussia
and was the third in a family of seven children, viz:

Mary, now deceased; Nicholas, whose sketch ap
pears clsewherc in this work; Catherina, the next
younger; Margaret, of Buffalo, N. Y.; Michael,

who is married and follows farming in Ham burg,
N. Y.; Elizabeth and John both deceased.

Mrs.

Thomas received an excellent education in her na
tive tongue, and since coming to this country has
acquired a fair English education. She crossed
the broad Atlantic when eighteen years of age
and resided in Erie County, N. Y., until Novem
ber. 1850, when she gave her hand in marriage to

Christian Thomas. They have two children, the
eldest of whom is Mary Catherine, wife of Henry
Kern, a native of Pennsylvania, now proprietor
of a hotel in Libertyville. Christian Peter, son
of our subject, was educated in the common schools,
is a blacksmith by trade and resides in Fremont
Township. By his fellow-townsmen he is regarded '
as one of the leading young farmers of the com
munity, and they have called upon him to serve as
Assessor of his township for two years, while for
several terms he has ﬁlled the ofﬁce of School Di
rector. He is in every way worthy the conﬁdence
and esteem reposed in him and is an honor to
his parents. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote
for U. S. Grant and has since been a Republican.
His wife was formerly Miss Mary Coon, and unto
them have been born six children—Katie (de
ceased), Charles S., Christie, Clair, Edith and
Frederick William.
The year 1844 witnessed the arrival of Chris
tian Thomas and his wife in this county. They
traveled by the way of the Great Lakes to Little
Fort, or Waukegan, and had barely money enough
to purchase forty acres of Government land at the
regular price of $1.25 per acre. He still has in
his possession the deed for the same, signed by
President James K. Polk. Not a house was in
sight of his home at that time, and the land was
still in its primitive condition, but he cleared
away the brush, plowed the unimproved prairies,
planted crops, and in course of time reaped abun
dant harvests. In one year they raised four hun

dred and forty bushels of oats and four hundred
and ﬁfteen_ bushels of wheat, every bundle of
which was bound by Mrs. Thomas. while Mr.
Thomas worked with the old-fashioned cradle.
She has proved a true helpmate to her husband
and to her labor is due in no small degree the
success which has come to this worthy couple.
Mr. Thomas now owns two hundred and twenty
two and a half acres of valuable land which was
developed by himself, and the well-tilled ﬁelds
now yield him a golden tribute. His pleasant
residence and neat surroundings all indicate the
care of a thrifty and enterprising manager such as
he is known to be. In politics Mr. Thomas has
long been a Republican, but has never sought or
desired public ofﬁce as his business interests fully
occupy his time. He and his wife attend services
at the German Catholic Church and the Congre

gational Church, and have given their support to
both.

Their aid is withheld from no enterprise

which they belieVe will prove of beneﬁtto the
community, and no more worthy citizens are found
in Fremont Township than Christian Thomas and
his wife. Their lives have been such as to win
them the high regard of all with whom they have
come in contact, and their friends throughout the
community are many.

W—aﬁ-Eﬁﬁv—w

)7, r\, ERMAN
FISHER,
a prominent
farmer and
dairyman
of Fremont German
Town
ship, living on section 33, owns and oper
ates onc hundred and ﬁfty acres of land
which he has placed under a high state of cultiva
tion and improved with many excellent buildings.
He has a beautiful and commodious home residence
in the rear of which are barns and other outbuild
ings that are models of convenience. His fields
are well tilled and the neat appearance of the
place indicates the enterprise of the owner. He
also raises a ﬁne grade of stock and has many head
of good mileh cows and does an extensive dairy
business.
Mr. Fisher is a native of Hanover, Germany. his

birth having occurred in

October, 1844.

His
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father, Gotlieb Fisher, was born in Hanover, in l inﬂuence has ever been exerted in their behalf
since be cast his ﬁrst vote for R. B. Hayes. He
1792, and served as a soldier in the German War

He married

and his wife are devoted members of the Luth~

Louisa Rapke, who was born in Hanover, in 1801,

eran Church of Fairﬁeld, in which he served as

and they became parents of seven children, six of
whom are yet living—Frederick, a resident of Fre
mont; August, who is married and follows farming
in Fremont Township; Lewis, a farmer of the same

Deacon for three years and as clerk for about
four years. He was one of the trustees of the. par

under Napoleon

for

three years.

township, also married; William, who is married

and engages in" agricultural pursuits in McHenry
County; Henry, who is married and resides in Fre
mont; and Herman of this sketch. The parents
emigrated with their children to America in 1852,
and came direct to Lake County, where the father
purchased one hundred and seventy-ﬁve acres of
good land. A part of the old home is still stand
ing on that farm. He became asucccsst'nl agricul
turist and was classed among the prominent German
citizens of the community. In politics he was
an advocate of Republican principles and both
he and his wife were leading members of the Luth

eran Church, takinga prominent part in everything
calculated to advance its interests.
Mr. Fisher acquired a good education in both
the German and English languages and in the
occupation to which he was reared he has made
a success.

He married Miss Dora Schroeder, who

was born in Hanover, Germany, May 9,

1815,

and is a daughter of Henry Schroeder, who was a
professional drainer of lands in Germany. He
wedded Mary Kreogcr, who was also a native of
Hanover and died in the Fatherland. For a second
wife, he married Catherine. Keen. who accompanied
him on his emigration to America. They are now
residents of Arkansas, where Mr. Schroeder follows

farming. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher were married May
13, 1870, and their union has been blessed with ten
children, six of whom are now living—Herman L.,
who was born November 23, 1871 ; Carrie S., Jan
uary 12, 1876; Amelia, December 1 l, 1877;Martha,
May 29,

1879; Minnie, January 29, 1881; and

Paulina, January 19, 1886.
We ﬁnd'in Mr. Fisher one of the valued citizens
of the community who has identiﬁed himself with
everything calculated to promote the best interest
of the community. The principles of the Repub
lican party ﬁnd in him a warm advocate and his

ochial school in Fla Township, aided liberally in

the erection of the church ediﬁce and has labored
untiringly in the interests of the cause.
Mr.
Fisher’s pleasant, genial manner and courteous and
gentlemanly treatment of all have won for him many
friends who hold him in hiin esteem. He is truly
a self-made man, having begun life without capital
and worked his way upward until he is now num
bered among the substantial citizens of the com
munity.

MW
“ "\ICHOLAS SMITH, who is engaged in farm
@ ing and dairying on section 18, Fremont
5") Township, is numbered among the honored
pioneers of the county, having resided here since
1840, coveringa period of ﬁfty-one consecutive
years. His life-record will prove of interest to
many of our readers for he is both widely and fa~
vorably known in the community. He was born
in Saarbruck, Prussia. Germany, September 20,
1820.

His father, Nicholas Smith, Sr., was also

born in Saarbruck and was a tailor by trade.

He

married Christina Schuler, a native of the same 10

cality, who spent her entire life in the Fatherland.
Aft r her death Mr. Smith came to this country
with our subject and settled in Buffalo, N. Y.,

where he followed his trade until his death. In
the family were seven children: Mary, now de
ceased; Nicholas, of this sketch; Catherine, wife

of Christian Thomas, a farmer of Fremont Town
ship; Margaret. who resides in Buﬁ'alo, N. Y.;
Elizabeth, who died in that city; and Michael, a
farmer of Hamburg, N. Y.
In his youth the subject of this sketch learned
the trade of a carpenter and joiner, beginning life
for himself at the age of seventeen, since which
time he has been dependent upon his Own resources.

In 1837, he crossed the Atlantic to America for he
had heard much of the excellent advantages here
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afforded young men and resolved to try his forlor. Since the organization of the Republican
tune in this country. He spent about three years
party he has been one ofits advocates and is a man
engaged in farming near Buffalo and then turned
of strong convictions who upholds his opinions
his face toward the setting sun. Traveling west
without fear or favor. He has held the ofﬁce of
ward by way of the great lakes, he reached Chicago
Commissioner of Highways and School Director
in 1840 and found spread out before him a small
and is a man who has the best interests of the
village of no pretensions, giving no promise of the
community at heart. Anything calculated to ad
wonderful growth which was soon to make it the
vance the educational, social or moral interests
finds in him a friend, and of the Congregational
second city in the Union. He could have pur
chased land there at $1.25 per acre but thought it
Church, both he and his wife are consistent mem
would have been money thrown away and would
bers. They are also earnest workers in the Sunday
hardly have accepted it as a gift. While traveling
school and have contributed of their means to
those benevolent and charitable enterprises worthy
onward Mr. Smith met aman going in his direc
tion and together they journeyed until they reached
of support. Mrs. Smith is a member of the
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, of Ivanhoe.
a farmer’s house where they stopped for the night.
While he was asleep the man managed to steal
On coming to this county in 1840, Mr. Smith
from him a five-franc piece, the only coin which
purchased one hundred and twenty acres of land
he possesSed and thus he was forced to begin life
from the Government and built thereon acabin
home which is still standing, being now used as a
without a cent. By noon the next day he had
become very hungry and asked of a farmer’s wife ‘ wagon house. It is one of the few landmarks of
those early days that yet remains. The nearest
a bowl of milk which was kindly given him. He
market was at Chicago and he tells of how at one
and the traveler walked on together until they
time while taking his grain to market his wagon
reached the home of William Gould, to whom they
was stuck fast in the mire so that he had to unload
hired out for a year. In this way our subject got
before it could be extricated. They often had to
his start and although he had many difﬁculties and
ﬁght the prairie fires in those times and had many
obstacles to overcome his career has since been
unpleasant experiences, but to-day Mr. Smith is
mainly a prosperous one.
comfortably situated, being the owner of a pleasant
In 1843 Mr. Smith was united in marriage with
home in the midst of a beautiful and highly culti
Miss Lydia Foster, but her death occurred in 1858.
vated farm of one hundred and sixty acres. He
On July 4 of the following year he wedded Miss
also engages in the dairy business. For his success
Jeannette Houghton, born July 23, 1835, in Wood
in life he certainly deserves great credit. His
stock, Windsor County, Vt., daughter of Paschal
prosperity is due to his thrift, enterprise and good
Houghton, one of the most prominent pioneers of
management and his example in many respects is
the county, whose sketch is given elsewhere in this
well worthy of emulation.
work. Four children have been born of their
union: Clarence H., who married Miss Alice
Parker and resides in Minneapolis, his business
being railroading; Arthur A., who married Miss
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Ada Lusk, a native of this county and is engaged
in farming on the old homestead; Alvin P.. who
was educated as a musical instructor, wedded Miss

llulda Raeske and resides in Clinton, Iowa; and
A. Myrtle, who is a young lady possessing superior
musical talent. She resides with her parents.
As soon as he became a citizen of the United
States Mr. Smith identiﬁed himself with the Whig
partv and cast his ﬁrst vote for Gen. Zachary Tay

ONRAD RI'I‘TA, who is now livinga re
tired life in Ivanhoe, is one of the most

prominent German settlers of the county,
and none are more deserving of a representation in
this volume than be. A native of the Kingdom
of Prussia, he was born in 1818, and was an only
child. Since the age of ﬁfteen years he has been
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dependent upon his own resources. He then began
serving a three years’ apprenticeship to the trade
of a boot and shoe maker, and after his term of

service had expired he worked for ﬁve years at
that occupation in his native land.
On Christmas Day of 1843, Mr. ltitta wedded
Miss Caroline Ficker, and the following May they
bade good-by to the Fatherland, and took passage

upon a three-mast sailing-vessel bound for New
York. They had gone but a short distance when
a terrible storm oVertook them, and they came in
contact with another large vessel. The masts had
to all be cut down and the ship was badly leaking,
but after making some temporary repairs they again
started and again they encountered a. hard storm,
and were forced into Liverpool for repairs. After
thirteen weeks and three days they reached New
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friends shared with the family in their great loss.
and with them will revere her memory while life
lasts.
Mr. Ritta still makes his borne in Ivanhoe, where
he has a ﬁne residence and is surrounded by all of
the comforts and many of the luxuries of life that
have been secured through the result of his own
labors. He was a practical and able business man
whose dealings were characterized by strict integ
rity and fairness and he well deserves the prosper
ity which crowned his efforts. Those who know
him esteem him highly for his sterling worth and
we know that this sketch will be received with
pleasure by his many friends.

E—e-es—EE

York, and at once came to Lake County, 111., by

canal and steamer, locating in.Fremont 'l‘oWnship,
in 1844.

Mr. Ritta entered three forty-acre tracts

of land but lost two of these. The ﬁrst home was
a rude log cabin with a hay roof, and a mud and
stick chimney. Times were hard, money scarce,
and they had to haul their grain to Waukegan,
where oats brought only ten cents per bushel, corn
nine cents and wheat thirty cents, while pork sold
at $2.25 per hundred pounds. Mr. Ritta aided in
the building of the Chicago Canal, and carried on

agricultural pursuits until he had by his industry
and enterprise acquired a handsome competence,
sufﬁcient to permit him to lay aside business cares
and live a retired life.
Five children were born of the union of Mr. and
Mrs. Ritta, a son and four daughters: Airgusta,

wife of John Lyon, of Libertyville; Carolina, wife
of Henry Seip, one of the enterprising citizens of
Lake Zurich, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this
work; Lewis, who is married and successfully fol
lows farming in Fremont Township; and Delia,
wife of John Woolrich, a prominent manufacturer
of Chicago. The mother of this family was called
to her ﬁnal rest in 1889, at the age of seventy-six
years and her funeral was one of the largest ever
held in Ivanhoe. She had long been a resident of
this community, and her life had been such as to
win her the love and esteem of all with whom she
came in contact. When she was called home many

()llN AUSTIN, who is now living a retired

life on his farm near the outskirts of Liber
tyville, has long lived in this county, his
residence here covering a period of about
forty-two consecutive years. He was born in Dev
onshire, England, on the 18th of April, 1819. and
when quite young was left an orphan, both parents
dying. He has never known what it is to have
father or mother, brother or sister.

He was reared

by a family of strangers. and the people afterward
left him some money. His educational advanta
ges were limited, for at the age of seven he began
working in a mill, where he remained until eleven

years of age, after which his labors were spent in
farming until his emigration to America.
Mr. Austin was married in England, on the 16th
of September, 1843, to Elizabeth Ann Dymond,
who was also born in Devonshire. Her family were
farming people of that community and her father
died on the 14th of November, 1883.

Mr. Austin

and his wife began their domestic life in England,
where they spent six years, and then set sail for
the United States, reaching New York after a voy
age of six weeks. They came at once to Lake
County, and in the vicinity of Libertyvillc, Mr.
Austin worked as a farm hand until he had acquired
enough money to buy a small farm. llc purchased
thirty-seven acres of land adjoining Libertyvillc,
which he engaged in operating until 1854, when
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he removed to Chicago, and entered into the butch
ering business. Six years were passed by him in.
that line of trade and in 1860. he returned to Lib
ertyville, purchasing his present farm of eighty
four acres upon which he has since resided. He
has been very successful in his undertakings and
has become a wealthy man, owing to his thrifty
enterprise and good business management. His
competence is sufﬁcient to keep him throughout his
remaining years without his again resorting to
labor.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Austin has been born a fam
ily of eight children, of whom John a stock
dealer, residing near the village of Libertyville,
married Jennie Triggs; Edwin. who was born in
England, married Lena Bach, and is engaged in the
butchering business in Chicago; Charles H., who
was educated in Valparaiso and for a time success
fully engaged in teaching. married Luella llawley,
and is now engaged in the practice of the legal
profession in Chicago. where he is regarded as a
rising young lawyer; Ella May is the wife of Will
Sanborn, of Lihci'tyville. The children have all
received good educational advantages, and have
become successful business men, who are an honor
to their parents.

Mr. and Mrs. Austin are members of the Church
of England, but now attend the Methodist Church.

He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Fremont and
supported the Republican party until Grant’s sec
ond term, since which time he has voted regardless
of party afﬁliations. The best interests of the com

children. The family emigrated \Vestward in 1849,
by Way of the Lakes, and settled in the town of
Bristol, Kenosha County, Wis., where one of the
sons had already located. Mr. Smith there engaged
in farming until 1879, when he removed to Kansas.
Ilis death occurred at the home of his son in that
State in 1886, at the advanced age of eighty-five
years and six months. His wife died in Wiscon
sin about twenty-ﬁve years ago. They were faith
fuland life long members of the Methodist Church,
and in politics he wasa stanch Abolitionist in early
years and afterward became a Republican. The
children of the family were Silas 1)., who resides in
Kansas; Ambrose, who died in Syracuse, N. Y., in
1890; John, a resident of Little Rock, Ark.; Isaac,
of this sketch; and Elizabeth, who died in Kansas.

The early years of his life Isaac Smith spent in
his native'State. and at the age of eighteen went to
Wisconsin, where he aided in opening up a new
farm.

His early life passed uncventfully, and he

remained at home until twenty seVen years of age,
when he was united in marriage with Carrie Sim
mons on the 5th of June, 1856. Two children were

born unto them: Charles, who is married and op
crates the home farm: Eugene, a traveling sales
man.

On the 10th of November, 1874, he was

again married in the town of Bristol, Wis., his sec
ond union being with Frances Smith, a native of
Michigan, who at the age of two years was taken
by her parents to Illinois. They have one child, a
son, Harry B.
In 1856 Mr. Smith purchased one hundred and

munity ﬁnd in him a friend, and he has borne no

twenty acres of land on section 12, West Antioch

inconsiderable part in the upbuilding and develop
ment of the county where he has so long resided.

Township. The greater part of the tract was cov
ered with timber which had to be cleared away be
fore the work of cultivation could be begun. There
were only two frame houses within ﬁve miles of his
home. His own dwelling was a log cabin but as
success attended his eﬂ’orts and his ﬁnancial re
sources were increased be replaced it by a substan

-se>ssés
SAAC SMITH, who is engaged in general farm
ing on section 12, West Antioch Township, and
A} also keeps summer boarders, was born in On
ondaga County, N. Y., September 4, 1829. and isa
son of John Smith, a native of Columbia County.
N. Y. After he had attained to mature years,
John Smith was married in his native county to

Miss Polly Smith, and unto them were born eight

tial frame residence, and surrounded it with many
other modern improvements both useful and orna

mental. During the summer seasons he keeps city
boarders, having a desirable location for this pur
pose, as his farm fronts upon Channel Lake, and is

surrounded by beautiful natural scenery. As a
citizen, he is faithful to every duty. He is no poli
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tician in the sense of ofﬁce-Seeking, but exercises
his right of ballot in behalf of the Republican
party, of which he has been a supporter since 1856,
when he voted for Fremont, its ﬁrst candidate.

Previous to that time he was astanch Abolitionist.
He is numbered among the early settlers of the
county, having for thirty-ﬁve years been a witness
of its growth and development.
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avn) BALLENTINE was born at Antrim,
Province of Ulster, Ireland, March 18,
1801. When a lad his parents emigrated to
Canada, bringing with them a large family of sons
and daughters including David. Later all came
to the United-States, but David returned to Can
ada, entering the counting-house of Hooker dz
Henderson at Kingston, where he remained cheral
years. While residing in this place he married
Miss Agnes McGee, who was born in Glasgow,
Scotland, April 1,1808. Prior to leaving Can
ada he had a contract on one of the canals along
the St. Lawrence River. In 1836 he brought his
family to Ypsilanti, Mich.. and engaged in bank
ing. In 1837 he came to Chicago, Ill., and to him
belongs the distinction of establishing the ﬁrst
bank in the city and to the writer in his life time he
claimed the credit of opening the ﬁrst set of double
entry books in Cook County. Soon after coming
to Chicago (his Canadian experience having ﬁtted
him for the purpose) be, with a Mr. Clifford secur
ed contracts on the Illinois dz Michigan Canal
where the town of Lemont now stands. Upon the
failure of the State of Illinois to pay the contrac
tors, they were obliged to abandon this venture
and with many others were bankrupted. He then
embarked in mercantile pursuits, extensively for
those days, conducting stores in Chicago, Little

Fort (now Waukegan, 111.,) and South Fort (now
Keuosha, Wis), making his home in Chicago.
Looking upon Little Fort as a more desirable place
for his family he became a resident of the new vil
lage and made it his home the greater part of the
remainder of his life. For two terms he served as
President of the town Board of Trustees, and

when the town

became a city in

186l, be was

chosen its ﬁrst Mayor. ‘About the year 1850 he
became engaged in distilling. and carried on that
business until the spring of 1861. During the
winter of 1876 he received a paralytic stroke and
for relief made a trip to the Hot Springs, Ark.’
where he remained until his death which occur
red on the 10th of May 1878. His wife survived
him twelve years. Her life was devoted to family
duties, she was agood wife and loving mother.
()fa family of ten children, but three survive;
James M. living at Boise City, Idaho. Harriet B.
wife of Robert A. Conolly of Waukegan,and Mary
B. wife of Edward F. Lawrence of Chicago.
Mr. Ballentine was a man of a commanding
presence, standing six feet three inches inheight
and well proportioned. 110 was agood citizen and
loyal friend.
Amh
W
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()N. GEORGE WAIT, who is engaged in
general farming on section 35,Grant 'l‘own
1%?) ship, is one of the most prominent citizens
’
0f the county. This volume would be in
complete without the sketch of one who is so
widely and favorably known as our subject. He
was born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, on the 8th
of September, 1840, and isa son of Ethan and
Amanda (Marble) Wait, whose sketch we append
below. With the family, composed of his mother
and seven children, he came to Illinois in

1849,

when a lad of but nine years. They landed at
Kenosha, Wis., and at once came to this county,
Mrs. Wait purchasing land in the neighborhood
where our subject now resides.

The educational

advantages afforded him were very meagre as the
district schools were then very inferior. Not con
tent with this however, he began work and with
his earnings paid for a course of instruction in
the Waukegan Academy.
Mr. Wait remained at home until after the
breaking out of the late war, when on the 9th of
August, '1862, he enlisted in Company B, Ninety
Sixth Illinois Infantry. The regiment was mustered
in at Rockford, then sent to Covington and Lex

ington, Ky., and up the Cumberland River to
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Nashville. The ﬁrst severe engagement in which
he participated was the battle of Cliiclzamauga.
Ile then took part in the battle of Lookout
Mountain, and later in the engagements 0f the
Atlanta Campaign, including the battles of Reseca
and Kenesaw Mountain. During one hundred and
two days of that campaign, there were not two
successive days on which a battle did not occur.
The next duty of the troops, was to cut 011’ the ad
vance of Hood, after which occurred the battles of
Franklin and Nashville, on the 15th and l6th of

December 1864. He there commanded his com
pany. The regiment then marched to Huntsville,
Ala, and later to Nashville, Tenn., where he re
ceived his discharge on June 10, 1865, after nearly

three years of service. When the regiment was
reorganized, Mr. Wait was made Corporal of his
company, later was promoted to the rank of First
Sergeant and on the 8th of June, 1865, was com

missioned Second Lieutenant. lie was never ab
sent from his command more than a few hours,
except at one time when he received a twenty-day
furlough. lie participated in every engagement,
except the night light of Kenesaw Mountain, June
20, 1864, when he was ill and sent to the rear, but

the following morning he again joined his com
mand. llis clothes were several times torn by
bullets but he sustained no wounds.
On his return from the war, Mr. Wait invested

his earnings amounting to $700 in land.

With his

brother he purchased his present farm which

was

then only partly under cultivation. He has made
general farming his life Work, and he has also eu
gagcd in the dairy business and in the raising of
sheep and hogs. He owns one hundred and sixty
acres of fine land, which is well improved with
good buildings and all modern conveniences.
l'JVerything about the place denotes the thrift and
industry of the owner.
()n the 24th of January, 1866, Mr. Wait and
Miss Kate Hart were married. She was born in
Ireland, was brought by her parents to this country
when a year old and with her family came to Illi
nois in 1837. They have no children. but have
reared several in their home. Their adopted son,
Walker TOWnsend, came to them ten years ago.
when a lad nine years old. He is new clerking for

George Lyons of Waukegan, and is an enterpris
ing young man who does honor to his adopted
parents. Mr. and Mrs. Wait are members of the
Christian Church, are worthy and respected people
and the high tsteem in which they are held by all
is justly merited. Socially, Mr. Wait is a member
of the Modern Woodmen, Camp Avon, and the
Patrons of Industry, Grant Organization, in which
society he has taken a prominent part.

Mr. Wait cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Sey
mour, and in turn has voted for the following
Presidential candidates—Greeley, Tilden, Hancock

and Cleveland. Ile is a prominent member of the
DemOcracy and for ten years has served as a mem
ber of the Board of Supervisors, having been
chairman for five terms.

In 1886, he was elected

on the Democratic ticket, to the Thirty ﬁfth
General Assembly of Illinois. He served on the
Committees on Buildings, Live Stock and l)airy~
ing, Military Affairs and Railroads. Mr. E. M.
Haines ran against Mr. Wait in the race for the
Legislature; making a hard light through the
Conventions, and being defeated for the nomina
tion, ran independent. Through the efforts of
Mr. Wait‘s friends in the district, and his personal
popularity, he received a majority of the votes
cast in his county, of twelve hundred, and in- the
district of nine hundred, which considering the
prestige and power of E. M. l-laincs in Illinois
politics, was a victory to be proud of. Mr. Wait’s
public and private life has been alike above re
proaeh. llc is a man of energetic and determined
nature and whatever he undertakes, carries forward
to success. The county and its best interests have
found in him asympathetic friend who has labored
for its welfare and upbuilding.
Mrs. Wait, mother of our subject, is still living,
but the father is supposed to have long since died.
She was born in Philipstown, N. Y., in I804, and
is a daughter of Ephriam and Ann (Dunham)
Marble. Her mother was a native of Massachu
setts. Her father became one of the early settlers
of New York, where he worked at his trade of

chair making. and a chair of his manufacture, now
seventy years old, is still in the possession of his
grandson George Wait. He was a member of the
Baptist Church and a strong Democrat in politics.
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In the family were twelve children, but Mrs. Wait
is the only one now living. She remained under
the parental roof until ﬁfteen years of age, when
she gave her hand in marriage to Ethan Wait, who
was born and reared in Massachusetts and was then
nineteen years of age. The young couple spent
the ﬁrst three years of their married life in the

They came to America in 1836, spent one year in
Troy, N. Y., and then came to Chicago. Mr.
White took contracts on the Illinois and Michigan
Canal and afterwards farmed in Cook County.
near Buﬁ’alo Grove.
By the marriage of John Hart and Mary Lynch
four children were born—John who enlisted in

old Bay State and then removed to l’hilipstown,

California, in the Fourth California Infantry, died

N. Y., where Mr. Wait engaged in farming. Sub- ‘
sequently, with his wife and tom children, he
emigrated to Ohio, settling in Cuyahoga County,
ﬁfteen miles from Cleveland. [10 there engaged
in farming, also carried on a store and ran a mill.
He took an active part in politics and became a
prominent citizen of that community. In 1849,

from disease contracted in the service; Henry is a
farmer of Avon Township; Mrs. Mary Graham re
sides in Ravenswood, Ill.; and Kate is the honored
wife of George Wait. Mr. and Mrs. White were
Catholics in Ireland, but after coming to America
they united with the Christian Church. The family
settled in Avon Township in 1842, where Mr.
White carried on farming for many years. They
were highly respected people and their death was
mourned by many friends. The husband died in
January, 1885, and Mrs. White was called to her

he started for California, and from that time the

family never received any word from' him. Mrs.
Wait with seven of her children came to Illinois
by way of the lakes and settled in this neighbor
hood. She purchased twenty-seven acres of wild

ﬁnal rest in December, 1882.

There are three

land, and with the aid of her children cleared and

children living of the last marriage;

improved it. With most praiseworthy ﬁdelity
she cared for those dependent upon her until they
were able to provide for themselves. In Ohio she
joined the Christian Church, of which she has now
been a meinher for forty years. She now makes
her home with her son Levi, and has reached the
advanced age of eighty-seven years.

White, lives in Avon; Walter, lives on

Of

the

children, Horace, who was

born

in

Massachusetts, now resides in Kansas; Jerusha,
widow of Dr. Butler, is living in Boscobel, Wis.;
Louisa Gleason, is the widow of J. A. Gleason of
Chicago; Mrs. Geraldine Owens, a widow, resides
in Gurnec; John, born in Ohio, is living in Chagrin
Falls, that State; Lorenzo is now in Wisconsin;
Levi, is living a retired life in Volo, Lake County;

Mrs. Amanda Dilly makes her home in Gurnee;
and Mrs. Lucinda Smith, her twin sister, is now
deceased; Charles, is living in Chicago; George, is

the next younger; and Mrs. Sarah Hamilton, is a
resident of New London, Wis.
The parents of Mrs. George Wait, were John

and Mary (Lynch) Hart.

Her father was a native

of Ireland, a merchant of that country and died

before the birth of his daughter. Her mother was
born in Queens County, Ireland. and after the
death of her ﬁrst husband wedded John M. White,

Nicholas
the old

homestead in Avon; Amarias, lives near Ilaincsville,
in Avon Township.

MW
EIIIEL COM 1" ‘ON, who is engaged in gen
eral farming and stock-raising on section 3.
Wauconda Township, has for forty-seven
years resided in this county where he is widely
and favorably known. New York is the State ofhis
nativity and the place and date is Seneca County,
February 3, 1820. He was the eldest of twelve
children, seven sons and ﬁve daughters, born unto
John and Irah (Hall) Compton. His father was
born in New Jersey, March 21, 1795, and during
the War of 1812 fought against Great Britian. Ile
emigrated to Lake County in 1843, where he
f0110wed the occupation of farming until his death,
which occurred November 29,1852. He cast his
ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen. Jackson and was an
old-line Democrat. llis wife, who was born on
the 2d of May, 1819, in New York, died December
19, 1887.
The subject of this sketch was reared in the usual
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manner of farmer lads and his education was ac
munity, and by his fellow-townsmen has frequently
been called upon to serve in positions of public
quired in the old time log school-house with its
slab seats, pnncheon ﬂoor and huge ﬁreplace. It
trust. He has served as Supervisor. Was Justice of
was there also that the birehen rod and dunee
the Peace for the period of ﬁfteen years, for ﬁve
block were brought in requisition for any unruly
consecutive years was Assessor and has been
scholar. Mr. Compton remained at home till
School Trustee and TOWnehip Collector. He faith
twenty-three years of age, when he left the parental
fully and promptly performed the duties of the
roof and started out in life for himself with a
ofﬁces and won the commendation of all con
capital of only $50.
He worked as a farm ' cerned. His residence in the county covers a
hand and also in a sawmill. He tells of how at
period of almost half a century.
one time, money being very scarce in those days,
he walked twelve miles to a town, where he sold
two coon skins and with the proceeds bought a
ticket of admission to a circus. On his emigration
to the West in the spring of 1844, he came direct to
' L.__\()N. CHARLES ADDISON PARTRlDG E.
l of Waukegan, Ill., a pioneer of the county,
Lake County and with its agricultural interests has
since been identiﬁed. He came a single man but
_
is the present representative in the General
soon afterward wedded Miss Susan Goodale, a na
Assembly from the Eighth Senatorial Dis
tive of New York. Their union was celebrated
trict. lie was born in “’estford, Chittenden County,
February 19, 1846, and was blessed with ﬁve chil
Vt., December 8, 1843, and is a son of Addison B.
dren—Henry who resides in Barrington. 11L;
and Anna Maria (St-ebbings) Partridge. With his
Lysander, who is married and engages in general
parents he came to Lake County, “L, in 1844.
merchandising in Woodstock, Ill.; De Witt whose
The family located on a farm in the town of Fre

Msesteé-eﬂ— -'

home is in Rock Island; Ada, wife of Amarius

mont. where our subject was reared to manhood.

White. a dealer and farmer of Avon Township;
Mary, wife ofA. C. Leighton,a carpenter and joiner

He enjoyed good common and high school ad
vantages, and at the age of sixteen engaged in
teaching. Two years later. on the 11th of August,
1862, he enlisted in Company C, Ninety-sixth
llliuois Regiment, and served until the close of
the war. He was seriously wounded in the right
hip in the battle of Chickarnauga, on the 20th of
September, 1863, which disabled him for four

of Rock Island; Susan, wife of C.W. Nellis, a tinner

and farmer of Volo. In 1857, Mr. Compton was
called upon to mourn the loss of his wife who died
on the 15th of August. Later he married Nancy
Goodale, a sister of his ﬁrst wife, their wedding
being celebrated August 26, 1858.
On lirst coming to this county. Mr. Compton
had only $50 in money with which he made
a partial payment on a sixty-acre tract of land
worth $3 per acre. As is often the ease in the
West before it is thickly settled, he was afflicted
with fever and ague for about three years
but as he was in poor circumstances he had to per
form his work no matter what his health. His
home farm now comprises one hundred and twenty:
four acres of land under a high state of cultivation
and his comfortable residence bespcaks a prosperous
and thrifty farmer. In connection with the rais
ing of cereals he engages to some extent in stock
raising. A public-spirited and progressive man he
is numbered among the valued citizens of the com

months, but, with the exception of this period,
he was never absent from his command.

He par

ticipated in all the battles and skirmishes of the
Atlanta campaign, also in the battles of Franklin
and Nashville. He was Sergeant Major of the
regiment during the last ﬁfteen months of service.
and was commissioned Second Lieutenant of Com
pany C. He was mustered out of service in June,
1865.
On his return from the army Mr. Partridge en
gaged in farming and teaching in the town of Fre
mont, and

was there married on the 14th of

November, 1866. to Miss Jennie E. Earle, a daugh
ter of Moses L. Earle.

In November, 1869, he

began his political career, having at that time been

&+___.._;_

_

.

_

i

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
elected Treasurer of Lake County, to which posi
tion he was re-elccted in the fall of 1871, and

served four years in all. In December, 1870, he
removed to Waukegan, and assumed the business
management of the W'aukryan Il’eekly Gazvtlc, in
which paper he had purchased a half interest, being
associated as a partner with the Rev. A. K. Fox.
A few months later Mr. Fox sold his interest to H.
E. Partridge, an only brother of our subject, and
the business was conducted under the ﬁrm name of
Partridge Bros., until they sold out, September 1,
1885.

C. A. Partridge was appointed Postmaster of
Waukegan in the fall of 1877 by President Hayes,
and entered upon the duties of the ofﬁce in No
vember of that year, serving a term of four years
After the sale of the Gazette he wrote the history
of the Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, which work
Occupied nearly two years, and proved an arduous
task. An extensive correspondence and exhaust
ive research was necessitated in its preparation,
and when published the work won much praise for
the able manner in which it was written and its
general accuracy as to matters of fact. When it
became time to elect a Representative to the Illi
nois Legislature in 1886, Mr. Partrillge’s name was
placed before the people as the Republican nomi

Assistant Adjutant General of the Department of
Illinois for the G. A. R. under Gen. James S.
Martin, during which time the order enjoyed
a most prosperous and successful season. He
was one of the charter members of Waukegan
Post, No. 374, G. A. R., and was its ﬁrst Com
mander. He is a Knight Templar Mason, a mem
ber of Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, A. l". & A. M.;
Waukegan Chapter, N0. 41, R. A. M,; and of Wau
kegan Commandery, No. 12, K. T.
Mr. and Mrs. Partridge are members of the Con

gregational Church. Their family consists of ﬁve
children living and one deceased—Lester E., the
eldest, was born January 8, 1869; Mabel M. was
born August 30,187]; Edith N., born June 20.
1874, died August 19,1875; Marian E. was born

September 3. 1876; Lillian M. January 1, 1832;
and Charles Weston on the 4th of May, 1890.
The public career of Mr. Partridge has won him
an extended acquaintance among the leading men
of the State and country, and he has made many
friends among prominent men. He wins the re
speet and conﬁdence of all with whom he comes
in contact, and is an acknowledged leader of his
party.

acting Speaker in the absence of the regular
Speaker, and was chairman of the House Repub
lican Steering Committee during the memorable
senatorial ﬁght of 189l, which resulted in the
election of John M. Palmer to the United States
Senate. He is a stanch Republican, is Chairman of
the House Republican Caucus and the acknowledged
leader of his party in the House. Mr. Partridge
has been an active and potent factor in the politics
of Illinois since ﬁrst entering upon his political
career, and has served several years as a member
of the Republican State Central Committee. Dur
ing the campaigns of 1888 and 1890, he was
Assistant Secretary of the committee, and spent
nearly his entire time at headquarters, doing sub
stantial service for the party. In 1889, he was

In addition to his ofﬁcial and other duties,

he has devoted considerable time to writing for the
press.

nee, and the election showed him to be the success

ful candidate. He was re-elected in 1888, and
again in 1890, and is now serving his third term.
During the Thirty-sixth General Assembly he was
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‘—~*——%3€<—— ~+~ WILLIAM THOM, who is engaged in gen
eral farming and stock-raising on section
\y/U

24, Antioch Towaship, is a native of Aber

decnshire, Scotland, born April 7, 1838. For many
generations farming had been the occupation of
the family, and their home was in Aberdeensbire.
The father of our subject, William Thom, Sr., was

there born and reared, and spent his entire life. He
married Christine Chalmers, and they became par
ents of six children: James M., who is still living
on the old homestead in Scotland; William,0f this
sketch; Andrew, also a resident of Scotland; Isa

bella White, who is living with our subject; George,
who operates a big stoneyard in Aberdeen, Scot
land; and Alex, who is extensively engaged in
farming in North Bend, Heb.

Mr. Thom. Sr.,

served as Elder in the Presbyterian Church, of
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which he was long a faithful and active member.
He died in his native land in 1861, his wife sur

viving him about ﬁfteen years.
Nothing of special importance occurred in the
childhood of our subject to vary the routine of
farm life. He 'grew to manhood under the parental
roof, and in 1870 was united in marriage with Miss
llelen Gardener, who was born in Banﬂ’shire, Scot

Jeannie, James and Edwin are still at home. Un
derstanding the importance of a thorough educa
tion, Mr. Thom provided them with good ad van
tages. He and his wife are members of the
Congregational Church, of Millburn, in which he
has served as Trustee, and are honored and re

spected citizens. He votes the Republican ticket,
and has served as School Trustee, doing all in his
power for the interests of education. He isa capa
ble business man who by his own efforts has won
an enviable position in commercial circles, and in

land, and is a daughter of John and Jane (Wilson)
Gardener. The wedding tour of the young couple
consisted of a voyage across the Atlantic, and a
journey across the country from New York to Mill

the esteem of those with whom social

burn, Lake County, Ill.

have brought him in contact.

For three months after

their arrival, Mr. Thom worked at that place and
was then employed for a year in Racine by the
lumber ﬁrm of Murray, Slawson & Co. The suc
ceeding six and a half years of his life Were spent
as manager of a farm owned by Mr. Murray, his
former employer, and in the autumn of 1878 he
went to Lee County, Ill., where he carried on a
farm for three and a half years, owned by Moffatt

Brothers. He has resided upon his present farm
since 1882, or for a period of nine years. It was
known as the Pollock place, and comprises two
hundred and fourteen acres of well-kept land. Its
appearance indicates competent management on the

part of the owner, and also giVes evidence of thrift
and enterprise. In connection with general farm
ing, Mr. Thom has engaged in import-ing Clydes
dale horses, and has twice returned to Scotland for

that purpose. He is a lover of ﬁne horses and
knows one when he sees it. In his stables are some
of the finest grade of horses in Lake County. He
has an imported "Clydesdale," aged seven years.
which is called “Royal Windsor,” and is registered

in both England and America.

Its weight is

eighteen hundred pounds, and it is valued at $2,000.

The barn upon Mr. 'I‘hom’s farm is the largest in
Antioch Township, and was erected at a cost of
$2,000. The dimensions are 90x46 feet with 26
feet posts. and it will contain one hundred and ﬁfty
tons of hay, and has ample accommodations for

ﬁfteen head of horses and ﬁfty head of cows.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tth has been born a fam
ily of live children, four sons and a daughter, all

born in America. Andrew is now teaching school.
The younger members of the family, William G.,

'0

relations

'Bl

Y \J ILEY COUDRY resides on section 24, Fre
mont Township. He is one of the leading
farmers of this community and owns and
operates three hundred and ﬁfty seven
acres of valuable land. His home is situated on an
eminence and there one has a commanding view
of the surrounding country and can gaze abroad
over apparently boundless ﬁelds of waving grain.
Every improvement found upon a model farm is
here seen. lIis residence and large barn were erec
ted at an aggregate cost of $6,000. The neat ap
pearance of the place indicates the thrift and
enterprise of the owner, together with careful
management on his part. So prominent a farmer is
well deserving of a representation in this volume
and we are pleased to present his sketch to our
readers.
Mr. Coudry was born in Connecticut, August 8,

1828, but was reared to manhood in Pennsylvania.
His parents were Russell and Almira (Bronson)
Coudry, natives of Connecticut. The Coudry
family is of English origin. The father was born
in 1800, made farming his life work and died in
1869. In his earlier years he supported the Dem
oeratic party but afterward strenuously upheld the
principles of Republicanism. Mrs. Coudry de
parted this life in 1852. Their family numbered
six children as follows: Levi is married and resides
in Greenwood, McHenry County; Riley of this
sketch; Sarah Jane, wife of Mr. Newman, a farmer
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residing near Greenwood; Mary, deceased wife of

of Frank Proctor,a farmer of Gray’s Lake, Ill.;

Dwight Smith. asuccessful farmer; Silas died in

Jennie H., wife of Walter Brown, a resident farmer
of Lake Villa; Robert 1)., a salesman in a whole

infancy; Harvey enlisted in the service of his
country during the late war and died from exposure
in the army.
The boyhood days of our subject were spent in
the Keystone State and at the age of sixteen he
emigrated to Illinois with his parents who made an
overland journey with two teams to the West in
1844, and after renting a farm for four years, re
moved to McHenry County, where the father pur
chased six hundred and forty acres of land in a
wild and unimproved condition. He there made a
home and began the development of the farm, but
after ayear started for California, accompanied by
our subject. They traveled to Council Bluffs and
therejolned a caravan of twenty-ﬁve teams that
had made preparations to cross the plains together,
but on account of the limited supply of grass and
forage for the teams the company was compelled
to separate and they went on alone, traveling by
way of Salt Lake City, and at length reached
Placerville, Cal., or Hangtown as it was then called

on account of three men having been hanged there.
They arrived about the 1st of September, 1850.
and worked in the mines in that locality until the
following spring when they went on a prospecting
tour up the Yuba River, returning to Sacramento,

where they prepared theirsummer supplies. They
then went up Sutler’s Creek, where they spent the

sale house in Chicago; Sarah E. was educated in
the Classical Institute of Rockefeller and is now a
teacher of recognized ability; Emma A., is also en
gaged in teaching; and Lillian who completes the
family. Her scholastic attainments would also en
title her to a teacher’s certiﬁcate.
Mr. Coudry cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
John C. Fremont and although he has never taken
an active part in political affairs in the sense of
ofﬁce-seeking he has since faithfully supported the
Republican party. The cause of education has
ever found in him a warm friend and while serv
ing as School Director he has done much in its
interests. By his own efforts he has acquired a
handsome competence. working his way upward
from a humble position ﬁnancially to one of
affluence. He may therefore truly be called a self
made man. Fair dealing has characterized his
business career and his upright life entitles him to
the conﬁdence and respect of all. He and his wife
rank high in the sooial world and have many friends
throughout this community.
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summer of 1851, and in the fall went to Yorktown,

where they engaged in surface mining. They re
turned in June, 1853 after a reasonably successful
trip, coming back to Lake County by the way of
the Nicaraugua route.
After his return, Riley Coudry purchased a
partially improved farm of two hundred and
eighty-eight acres in Fremont Township. He mar

1). COOK is living on the old homestead
" 0n section 34, Fremont Township, where he

>was born February 25, 1859. He is a rep
resentative of one of the early families of
the county. being the third child o‘f Edward and
Elizabeth (Morgan) Cook, who located here in an
early day. The father was born January 12,

was born in

1828, and on the 10th of October, 1849, married

Pennsylvania in 1831, but. when achild was brought
by her parents to Illinois, where she grew to
womanhood. Nine children graced their union.
three sons and six daughters—Mary E., wife of
George Radke, a successful farmer of Fremont
Township; Edward D. who was educated in the
University of Valparaiso, lnd., is now aiding in

Miss Morgan, who was born December 14, 1820.
They now reside in Libertyville, where they are
living retired. 01‘ their family Emma J. died at
the age of tWelve years. Rosina died at the age of

ried Miss Ann A.

Pollock, who

the operation of the home. farm; Bertha A., wife

two years; R. D. is the next younger; and Carrie

is now the wife of Rev. J. M. Wheaton, of Wyon
nette, III. She was educated in the common
schools and the Wauconda Academy and was a stu
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dent in the Conservatory of Music in Albany,
N. Y.
The educational advantages of our subject were
also good. After completing the common school
course, he entered the college at Valparaiso, lnd.,

where he pursued a complete business course and
was therefore ﬁtted for the practical life which he
has led. Up to the time when he attained his ma
jority he worked upon the home farm, giving his
father the beneﬁt of his labors. He then began
work as a farm hand for $15 per month and in this
way began life for himself. He has met with a sig
nal success in his chosen occupation and if we may
judge from his beautiful home and its surround
ings, is classed among the model farmers. He now
operates one hundred and thirty acres of land in

eonda and a leader among the Patrons of Industry,
in the growth and success of which organization he
takes an active interest. His wife is also a mem
ber. This worthy young couple have many friends
throughout the community and ﬁgure prominently
in social circles.

amusement
l
. .

is engaged in farming and keeping summer
boarders. He is a native of Oneida

County, N. Y., born May 6, 1834, but spent only

graces their union, Edwin Truman, who was born

two years of his life in that State. His parents
emigrated Westward, locating in Goodale, now
Grant Township. He attended school in Chicago
for a time. He grew up on a new farm on the
banks of Fox Lake and helped open up a farm,
giving his services to his father until ﬁfteen years
of age when he began life for himself. Since that
time he has been dependent upon his own resources
and whatever success he has met with the whole
credit is due to his efforts alone. When he was
twenty-three years of age his father went to Mis
souri and Robert and wife and child accompanied
him, where they spent about ﬁfteen months. He
then returned to Illinois just subsequent to the
breaking out of the late war.
On the 7th of
August, 1862, he offered his services to the Gov

May 19, 1888, in Yorktown, and is the light of the

ernment. enlisting as a member of Company D,

Fremont Township, the old Cook homestead, upon

which is one of the ﬁnest farm residences in the
county and in addition to this, three hundred and
twenty acres of improved land lying near York
town, N. D., pays to him a golden tribute.

He is

directly interested in the dairy business in Gilmer,
UL, and is also engaged quite extensively in the
breeding of ﬁne horses, making a specialty of the
Clydesdale and Englishshires, and a number of ﬁne
specimens of these may be seen upon his farm.
On the 15th of September, 1886, in North Da
kota, Mr. Cook was united in marriage with Miss
Eva E. Smith, a native of New York. Her early
life, however, was spent in Wisconsin.

One child

The mother, Mrs. Cook, is a lady

Ninety-sixth Illinois Regiment, and was mustered

of superior intelligence who, after attending the
high school in Menasha, Wis., successfully engaged
in‘teaehing for eight terms in Dakota. Her par
ents were Cyrus and Fannie (Eastman) Smith, na
tives of New York. Her father is now deceased
but her mother is still living at the age of sixty

cut of the United States service June 15,1865.

parents’ home.

one, in Menasha, Wis.

Mr. Cook cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen.
Grant and has since supported the Republican
party, although he has never been an office seeker,
preferring to devote his entire attention to his bus

iness rather than to enter the political arena. \Vhile
in Dakota. he served as Supervisor of his township.
He is a member of the Modern Woodmen, of Wau

lle participated in all the engagements of his regi
ment, including seventeen regular battles. He was
a faithful soldier, always found at his post of duty,
and when the war was over he was honorably dis
charged at Nashville, Tenn. He escaped injury,
but for seven weeks was off duty, that time lying
sick in the hospital at Harrisburg. When dis
charged at Nashville. Tenn., he was also lying sick
at Camp Barker. The war at length being over,
he returned to his home and family after having
faithfully served his country as a loyal soldier in
her hour of peril.
Mr. Stanley was married in Lake County, Ill.,

-‘

h
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December 31, 1854, Miss Mary A. Rix becoming
his wife. She is a native of England and a daugh
ter of Samuel Rix, who was born and reared in

Norfolkshire, England. By occupation he was a
farmer and followed that business during the
greater part of his life. He married Anna Thur
low, and some years after, thinking he could better

his ﬁnancial condition by so doing, he sailed with
his wife and ﬁve children to America, crossing the
Atlantic in a sailing vessel in 1844. They landed
in Quebec, Canada, and the family came direct to
Lake County, but afterward removed to McHenry

County. The mother died a few years after com
ing to the United States when about thirty-four
years of age, and Mr. Rix afterward married Miriam
Smith, who was born in New York in 1848. His
death occurred in February, 1872, and his second
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of character. Both are widely and favorably
known in this community and are numbered
among the honored pioneers. Few have as long
been residents of the county as Mr. Stanley and
many interesting experiences of those pioneer days
does he relate, telling of the time when the Indians
still visited the neighborhood, when the settlers
had to drive miles to market, when the nearest

neighbors were long distances apart and their
homes were mostly log cabins. Another feature
of those days was the ample opportunity afforded
one to indulge a love of hunting. When only
seven years old our subject ﬁred his ﬁrst gun and
from that time he has been agreat lover of the
sport. He can remember to have seen seventy-ﬁve
deer cross Fox Lake upon the ice and all kinds of
wild fowls were to be had in abundance.

wife survived him about two years. His family
numbered the following children: Edward, who is

,
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a potter of Macomb, 111.; Mrs. Stanley, wife of our

subject; Emily, who died in England; Sarah, wife
of George Hill, who is a carpenter by trade, but is
now engaged as a potter at Whitehall, 111.; George,
who enlisted in Company B, Ninety-sixth Illinois
Regiment and died during the service, and Charles
F., also deceased. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Stanley
have been born eight -children, four of whom are
now living: Emma became the wife of Melvin
Little and both are now deceased; Belle married
Charles Heal and died in Rockford; George died
when his father was in the army; George 1). is
also deceased; Harry W., Bert and John E. are all
at home. With the exception of the eldest all of
the children were born and reared in Grant 'l'own

NASA ROCKWELL CHEEVER of Wau
kegan was born in Oneida County, N. Y.,
June 2.1815, and is the eldest child of

\

Ebenezer and Sallie (Brigham) Cheever.

His father, a native of Connecticut, when eighteen
years of age emigrated to Oneida County. N. Y.,
where he met and married Miss Brigham, whose fa

ther serVed in the Revolutionary War and partici
pated in the battle of Bunker llill.
He then
engaged in farming on a small scale and also
worked at the carpenter’s and joiner’s trade. Both
parents died in Oneida County. The mother died
when our subject was about three years old, leav

ship.

ing two little sons-Amasa, and Stephen who died

For ﬁfteen years after the war Mr. Stanley en
gaged in carpentering, but now follows farming and
for the past ten years has been keeping summer
boarders, being able to accommodate from twenty to
twenty-ﬁve. llis home is pleasantly situated for
this purpose as it borders on Nippersink Lake.
Socially Mr. Stanley is an Odd Fellow, belonging
to the lodge of Antioch, and in politics has been a
Republican since the time when be cast his ﬁrst
vote for Fremont. His wife has been a member of
the Baptist Church for about twenty years and is
a lady highly esteemed for her many excellencies

at the age of eight years.

For a second wife, Mr.

Chcever wedded Salina Wetmore, and unto them

were born ﬁve children. of whom three are yet liv
ing. Both parents were good Christian people who
won the respect of all with whom they came in con—
tact.

The subject of this sketch was reared in a tim
bered country where the educational advantages
were very limited. He remained at home a year
after he had attained his majority, giving his father
the beneﬁt of his labors and then began driving a
team for a papermill company in Oswego County.
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His health failing him he worked for ayear

unseaworthy, but as the man selected was interested

on a farm and then went to West Troy, where for

in just such fraudulent business as that he would do

two years he engaged in clerking. The succeeding
four years he engaged in keeping the canal and a liv
ery stable, after which he had charge of the village
groeery for two years and was then in the bakery
business for ayear. On the 26th of August, 1841,
he was joined in wedlock with Deborah A. Morey,
who was born in Orange County, N. Y., July 12,
1819, and isa daughter of Humphrey and Mary
.(Cod wise) Morey, the former a native of Connec
ticut and the latter of New York, her parents
however, being natives of Holland. Mr. and Mrs.
Morey spent their entire married life in the Empire
State and became the parents of seven children,
two sons and ﬁve daughters, but. the wife of our
subject, who is the fourth in order of birth. is the
only one now living. The father was a farmer and
both he and his wife were members of the Presby
terian Church.

nothing so they returned to go aboard the ship.
After sailing some forty-three days the provisions
and water began to get scarce and the passen
gers became desperate. They demanded of the
captain to know where they were and it was only
when severely threatened that he made known to
them that they were over four hundred miles at
sea and about as far north as Acapulco, Mexico.
After a conference they demanded to be taken to
that place and twenty more days of sailing brought
them to the town. During that time the supplies
h ad been so reduced that for the last twenty days
they had no bread and but very little of anything
else.

When near the shore, the vessel cast anchor

and our subject. his brother-in-law and some seven
others get into a life-boat, rowed to the shore and
north along the coast until they came to Acapulco.
The Mexican authorities inquired of them who they
were and where they came from. Doubting the
story which our travelers told, they were de
tained while a vessel was sent out to look for the
ship which was found at anchor as they had re
lated. Mr. Cheever and William Morey found that
by putting their money together they had enough
to take them to San Francisco by another vessel
but John Morey, who had accompanied them. was
left sick in Acapulco. On arriving in San Fran

In 1849, Mr. Cheever turned his face westward

and traveled many miles. at length stopping in
Lake County, Ill. A few months earlier he had
visited the county with his wife’s brother, William
R. Morey, and purchased some two hundred and
ninety acres of land, for which he paid $600 down,
giving a note for the remainder but the crops were
bad for several years succeeding their arrival and
they were forced to abandon their land. Remov
ing to Waukegan, Mr. Cheever was employed as
painter in a wagon shop for one summer as was
also his brother-in-law. Seeing their employer must
break up and that they would be out of work, one
suggested to the other that they go to California
and proceeding to New York they sailed on the

cisco, on the 6th of May, after one hundred and

twenty-three days’ sailing from Panama, they had
no money. A propeller was to go to Sacramento
and stating their deplorable case to its captain
he carried them on the journey, trusting to their

9th of December, 1851 for the Paciﬁc Coast.
They made their way up the Chagres River in

honesty to pay when they should make the money.
At Sacramento Mr. Cheever again resorted to the
painter's trade to get money enough to carry him

small boats and walked across the Isthmus.

to French Ranehe leaving his brother-in-law, Wil

Not

being able to get a place on the steamer, they saw
that a sail vessel, which lay some two miles at sea,

liam, at Sacramento. At the place of his destination
he had a friend, Ira Twist, who gave him accepta

was advertized as the "Fast sailingIsabel”,and impa

ble assistance, and soon the two brothers-in-law

tient to go to the gold ﬁelds, they took shipping on
that vessel, on reaching which they found it to be
an old hulk, totally unseaworthy. Going to the

joined him and all busily engaged in digging gold.
The ﬁrst 8100 he got he sent home to his wife
whom he had left with her relatives in West Troy,

Island of Taboga, fourteen miles. to take on water,

N. Y.

the passengers sent a committee back by a smaller
vessel to Panama to have the“Isabel”00udemned as

expending the money he sent her put it out at

l
l

She was a tailoress by trade and instead of

interest, providing for her wants by the labor of

563
her own hands. Mr. Cheever engaged in mining
about eighteen months. during which be cleared
$5,000 and then returned by way of the Nicarau
gua rou te, making his way thence across the
country to his home. Soon after his arrival in
Lake County he purchased one hundred and twelve
acres of land in Benton Township which he culti
Vated and improved. making that farm his home
until 1869, when he removed to Waukegan.
Mr. and Mrs. Cheever have had no children but
they have given homes to ﬁve little ones related to
them. In his younger days, he was a supporter of
the Democratic party but since Scott ran for Pres
ident has been identiﬁed with the Republican party.
lie is an earnest and consistent member of the Bap
tist Church, in which he has held the ofﬁce of Dea

con for many years. His wife was also a member
of that church, and died March 17, 1891, in the hope
of a blessed immortality. She wasa woman greatly
beloved by all who knew her, a most exemplary
Christian. No man in this county has had an ex
perience so varied and interesting as Mr. Cheever.
A life of toil has placed him in comfortable cir
cumstances and he is blessed with many warm
friends who hold him in high esteem for his sterl
ing worth.

Js—dggwpwd

by trade and also carried on business as a maltster
and brewer. He died in his native land in 1861,
having survived his wife thirty years. Her maiden
name was Caroline Kugler and she departed this
life in 1841 when our subject was a lad of eleven
years. He is the eldest of their family. His birth
was followed by that of August. who is now living
in St. Peters, Minn.; Adolph. a resident of Long
Island, and Adel. now deceased.

The parents were

members of the Protestant Church.
The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood
days in his native city and acquire a good educa
tion. He has studied the French.Gcrman and Eng
glish languages and is a man of intelligence who
keeps himself well informed on all matters of gen
eral interest. He is well versed in French and
German political history, as well as that of his
adopted land. He remained in school until eight
een years of age, when he began helping his father.
()n the 2d of November, 1850, he ﬁrst set foot upon
American soil and in New York City was employed
in a French wine importing house for four years.
At the expiration of that time he came to Lake
County, Ill., where he worked one season for Ma
thias Mason. and in compensation for his services

received 813 per month. Subsequently he pur
chased a small tract of land at Long Grove and
embarked in the mercantile business. which he car
ried on successfully until 1866. His health failing
him he then abandoned that pursuit and embarked

f

in farming, which he followed for a time. He still
owns one hundred and seventy acres of good land
besides other property.
On the 31st of July, l854,in this county. Mr.
Stempcl led to the marriage altar Miss Magdelene

HARLES STEMPEL has for more than a
third of a century engaged in general mer
G chandising in Long Grove and is one of the
leading business men in this part of the county.
He began operations in his present line on a very
small scale, but as the country round about became
more thickly populated he built up a good trade
and is now enjoying an excellent patronage of

the Atlantic to America in 1840. Four children
grace their union: Adele. the wife of F. R. Pfeifer,

which he is well deserving, for he endeavors to

of Ludlow. Champaign County, Ill.; Mena, the wife

please his customers and in his dealings he has al
ways been characterized by honesty and fairness, a
record which any might envy.
Mr. Stempcl was born in Strausburg, Alsace,
France, February 1, 1830. and is a son of John
Daniel Stempel who was also born and reared in
that city, where he held an ofﬁce under the French

of William Eckert, a resident of Mcllcnry County;

Government as Police Magistrate. He was acooper

Gosswiller, a native of Alsace, France, who crossed

John F., who married Emma Berghorm and is op
erating his father's farm, and Lena. wife of Samuel
Fehlmann. of Arlington Heights, Cook County.
The children were all born and reared in Lake
County. Mr. Stempel has ever been a friend to
the cause of education and gave his children excel
lent advantagcs. the two eldest having been stu
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dents in Hope, Ind., while John and Lena pursued
a course of study in Bryant (it Stratton’s Busi
ness College of Chicago. We see in our subject a
self-made man who by his own efforts has acquired
a handsome property. His success in life is due
alone to his industry, enterprise, perseverance and.
good management. As a citizen he takes a com
mendable interest in everything pertaining to the
welfare of this community and is ever found in the
front rank in those enterprises which are calculated
to promote the general welfare. Since the winter
of 1855—56 he has ﬁlled the ofﬁce of Postmaster at
Long Grove except a year and a half under Cleve
land’s administration, having served in that capac
ity longer than other Postmaster in the State. N 0
comment concerning his efllciency and faithfulness
is needed for his long term of service is the highest
testimonial which can be given. In the Protestant
Church he is a prominent member and for many
years has served as Secretary.

our readers. He acquired a good common-school
education and spent his boyhood days in the usual
manner of farmer lads. Wishing to try his for
tune in America—a free country—he bade good
by to the Fatherland when twenty years of age and
embarked from Havre, France, upon a sailing ves
sel, which after thirty-eight days spent upon the
bosom of the Atlantic, dropped anchor in the bar
bor of New York. Heat once resumed his journey,
traveling

until

he arrived in Chicago, then a

small city.
He found himself a stranger in a
strange land, speaking a different tongue and with
a capital of only $25. He at once began a search
for work, displaying thereby the pluck and indom
itable will which characterized his life and won him
the success which crowned his efforts. He soon
engaged to work as a farm hand in Cook County
for three months at $15 per month and from that

position has steadily risen until he is now num
bered among the wealthy citizens of the commun
ity.

WW

On the 20th of February, 1858, when twenty
four years of age, Mr. Wirtz married Miss Caroline
Hapke, a native of Hanover, Germany, and their

ICHAEL WIRTZ, resides on section 15,

Fremont Township. This work would be
incomplete without a sketch of our subject
who is one of the leading citizens of this
community and in many ways has been promi
nently connected with the history of the county.
He was born in Luxemburg. Germany, July 7,
1833. His father, Felix Wirtz, also born in the
same place, died when Michael was only three

weeks old. He was a gentleman of scholarly attain
ments and in pursuit of fortune followed farming.
His wife, whose maiden name was Magdelenc Wag
ner, was born in the same province as her husband,
acquired an excellent education and died at the age
' 0f sixty-one. There were only two children in the

union has been blessed by nine children. August
and John are twins. The former married Miss
Anna Brixen, a native of Saxony, Germany, by
whom he has three children and they reside in
Fremont Township. He is a stalwart Republican
in politics and cast his ﬁrst vote for James A.
Garﬁeld. John, a prominent farmer of Fremont
Township, also cast his ﬁrst vote for President Gar
ﬁeld, and is a warm advocate of Republican princi

ples.

Michael who wedded Miss Ida Sherman, a

native of Chicago, is one of the progressive farm
ers of Fremont Township, and like his brothers
votes the Republican ticket. Carrie died at the age
of two years and four months. Lizzie, who has at
tended school at Park Ridge, being well educated

family, the elder of whom is Elizabeth, wife of

in the German and English languages and also pos

Christopher Kreveorath, who in former years was
captain on a river steamer and is now a prominent
merchant and a man of considerable wealth. They

sesses a decided taste for music, resides at home

still reside in Germany.

The member of the family in whom the citizens
of Lake County are especially interested is Michael
Wirtz and a record of his life we here present to

with her parents. Fred who was educated in the
Metropolitan Business College of Chicago, is now
aiding his father and at the last election cast his
ﬁrst vote for President Harrison. George,who died
at the age of eighteen years, was a bright young
man of much promise and his early death is much
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to be regretted. Frank and Carrie M. complete the
family. The children have all received excellent
educational advantages, their training being both
in the English and German languages.
The sons have followed in the political foot
steps of Mr. Wirtz, who is one of the stanchest
Republicans. He is a prominent and inﬂuential mem
ber of the-party in his county and has been honored
with being'twice sentas adelegate to the Congres
sional District Convention in Chicago and when
Lake County was_ in the Third Congressional Dis
trict,he was a member of_the Central Committee. He
has twice been a delegate to the conventions when
Congressman Hopkins was nominated and in fact
it would be hard to ﬁnd a more prominent Repub
lican in this locality than Michael Wirtz. He
served for two years on the Central Committee of
Lake County and his inﬂuence and labors have done
much for the promotion of the party’s interest.
The cause of education has found in him a warm
friend and for nine years he worked for the
advancement of the schools in the ofﬁcial capacity
of School Director. The ofﬁce of Township Super
visor he has also ﬁlled with credit to himself and
satisfaction to his constituents.
In August, 1878. Mr. Wirtz again crossed the
ocean,visiting the great Exposition in Paris and his
childhood home. He had left a penniless youth
starting out to seek his fortune;

he returned a

man of wealth with. a property snfﬁcientto provide
him with all the comforts and many of the luxuries
of life throughout his remaining years. It was
with great pleasure that he again viewed the scenes
of his boyhood and renewed many acquaintances
of his youth. However, he has never regretted the

day when he sailed for America with the intention
of making a home in this free country. He re
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hundred and sixty acres. His life is well worthy
of emulation and his example should serve to en
courage young men who like himself have to enter
the battle unprotected by inﬂuential friends or
moneyed interests. All honor and credit is due to
him who has won such signal success.
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LU'l‘ARCH HOUGHTON, deceased, is num
J bered among the pioneer settlers of this

county, and will be remembered by many

M
who knew him in the early days of Lake
County’s history. He was a native of Woodstock,
Vt.,and spent his early life in the Green Mountain
State, where he learned the trade of a carpenter
and joiner, following that occupation during his
residence in the East. After he had attained to
mature years, he was married to Miss Jedidah
Fletcher, and in 1839 they started for the then far
West, for Illinois at that day was thought to he
almost on the borders of civilization. They settled
in Lake County, where their son, Paschal, had
located some years before. The land was then
almost in its primitive condition, and. after mak
ing a claim, Mr. Houghton cleared away the brush
and developed a farm, giving his attention to agri
cultural pursuits throughout the remainder of his
life.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Houghton were born three
children, a son and two daughters—Mary l“.. who
became the wife of David Hodgeman, a soldier of
the War of 1812. Mr. l’lutarch Houghton died at
the advanced age of eighty-one years, and was
interred in Wauconda Cemetery. Mrs. M. F.
llodgeman was granted a pension by the Govern

turned on the 17th of November, 1878.
Mr.
Wirtz is a member of the German Catholic Church,

ment in recognition of her husband's services.
1’. P. Houghton, whose sketch is given on another

his wife of the Lutheran Church. Their lives have
been well and worthin spent; they have contribu
ted liberally of their means to charitable and benev
olent enterprises and have identiﬁed themselves
with all that pertains to the best interests of the
community. Mr. Wirtz is now the owner of a val
uable farm of two hundred and forty acres and
to his sons he has given land to the amount of two

page of this volume, is the second in order of

birth; and Mrs. Liza F. Fletcher is still living at
the advanced age of eighty-six. her home being

with her daughter, Mrs. George Glynch.
The father of this family was called to his ﬁnal

rest on the 20th of May, 1852, dying at his home
in Fremont Township. at the ripe old age of eighty

one years and six months.

His wife survived him
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about thirteen years, and passed away December
12. 1865. at the very advanced age of ninety-two
years and six months. They were worthy people,
highly esteemed by all who knew them, and were
members of the Methodist Church. They were
noted for their generosity, and a. person in need
never sought their aid in vain.

In politics Mr.

Houghton was a Whig. He and his wife are
numbered among the honored pioneer settlers of
Lake County, and well deserve recognition in this
volume.

‘

EORGE W. DAVIS, residing on section l3,

@ ranks among the leading and influential far
mers of Fremont Township. The story of
his life is as follows: He was born in Wales on the
20th of May, 1838, and is a son of James and
Martha Davis.

His father was born in 1798, and

spent his early life at. farm labor. Some years after
his marriage, they emigrated to America in 1852,

second of that name, died in Evanston, Ill., in
1883; Ann died after coming to this country;
Elizabeth is the deceased wife of P.
Swinson,

proprietor of the large summer hotel in Wauconda;
Mary is the widow of John Mason, a farmer of
Gage’s Corners, where she yet makes her home;
Martha is also deceased; George is the next in or
der of birth; Thomas and Rebecca have also pass\ d
away. The former, who enlisted for three years
service_in Company G, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infan
try, died from a gunshot wound received at the
battle of Chickamauga. He joined his regiment at
Rockford, where they went into camp and were
later ordered to Cincinnati to join the Army of the
Tennessee. His remains were brought back to his
home and interred in the cemetery of Libertyville.
The first fourteen years of his life, George Davis
spent in his native land and then accompanied his
parents to America. His educational training was
such as the district schools afforded. and he
aided his father in the labors of the farm except
occasionally when he would work for others in order
to earn a little money. He may truly be called a
self-made man, for whatever success he has achieved

where they boarded a large ocean vessel bound for
New York. During the voyage of ﬁve weeks and
three days they encountered a number of ﬁerce
storms but at length safely reached New York and
came on directly to Lake County. The expensrs
of the journey had so diminished their exchequer
that they could only make a partial payment upon
eighty acres of land, but with characteristic energy
Mr. Davis began the development of the farm and
as time passed his ﬁnancial resources were in
creased. The farm which he there improved and
developed is yet the family homestead. The pa

in life is due to his own efforts. He is now the
owner of one hundred and sixty acres of improved
land, his entire energies being devoted to its opera
tion. He has a'commodious and pleasant residence
which is conveniently situated about two miles
from Ivanhoe, two miles from Rockefeller and four
miles from Libertyville. He thus has railroad and
market facilities near at hand.
On the 6th of April, 1865, Mr. Davis and Miss
Rose Ann Simpson were married. The lady is a
native of Scotland, born April 21, 1836. They had
three children—Martha, wife of John C. Council, a
farmer of Shields Township, by whom she has one

rents have both now passed away.

son, George; James T., an industrious and wide

sailing from Milford, Wales, to Liverpool, England,

The mother

died when sixty years of age and Mr. Davis was
called to his ﬁnal rest at about seventy-two
years of age. They were members of the Bap

awakc young farmer living with his father; and
Rose Ella. a pleasant cultured young lady who now
has charge of the household affairs. The mother

tist

lives had ended

departed this life October 3, 1883, and was laid to

passed to the reward prepared for the righteous,
while their remains were interred in Libertyville
Cemetery.
.
Their family numbered ten children, of whom

rest in Libertyville Cemetery. The household is
now comprised of only Mr. Davis, James and Ella.
They all rank high in social circles and have many
warm friends throughout this community. Mr.
Davis cast his ﬁrst vote for John C. Fremont, and

Church,

and

when

their

John and Joseph are now deceased; Joseph, the
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has since been a Republican but has never sought
or desired public ofﬁce. However he has served
as School Director for ten years, and for one term
was the. efﬁcient Highway Commissioner. He and
his family are sympathizers of the Congregational
Church of Ivanhoe, in the work of .which they man
ifested an active interest and in support of which
they contribute liberally. Mr. Davis has aided in
the building of churches in Ivanhoe, Wauconda
and Libertyville, and has ever identiﬁed himself
with those interests which are calculated to beneﬁt
the community.

“:1 MORY TOWER, who for many years has
]
resided in this county and is now engaged
4;;7 in farming on section 27, Grant Township,
claims New York as the State of his nativity. The
place of his birth is in Wyoming County, and the
date April 11, 1844.

His father, Jothan D. Tower,

was born in Genesec County, N. Y., in 180] , and
at an early age was left an orphan by the death
of his parents. When a lad of thirteen he was ap
prenticed to a wagorrlmakei' and thus his educa
tional advantages were limited. Ile followed his
trade in New York for a number of years and in
1824 married Sally Jones, by whoin he had eight
children, four of whom are now living. Her death
occurring. he afterward wedded l’ercis Buckle. a
native of Wyoming County, N. Y., and two chil
dren graced their union—William W.,who enlisted
in Company B, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, and
died of a wound received in front of Atlanta, and

Emory whose name heads this record.
In 1846 Mr. 'I‘0wer with his family came West
by way of the lakes. landing at Little Fort. now
Waukcgsn, and soon after located on section 27,

years.
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He was a life-long member the Methodist

Church and took an active interest in its work. In
politics he was a Whig, afterward a Free-soiler and

then a Republican on the organization of that party.
He served as a Supervisor of his town and was
often found in the conventions of his party. In
his social relations he was a Master Mason.
Almost the entire life of Emory Tower has been
spent in this county, where he is now so widely
and favorably known. The farm upon which he
yet resides saw much of his boyhood labors. He
helped grub up the stamps, cleared away the brush
and turned many a furrow upon its broad ﬁelds.
He received a. good English education in the
schools of the neighborhood and keeps himself well
informed concerning all topics of general interest.
At the age of twenty he enlisted in February. 1865,
for the late war, joining the boys in blue of Com
pany I, One Hundred and Forty-seventh Illinois
Infantry. The regiment was organized at Camp
Fry, near Chicago, and thence sent to Dalton, Ga.,
and to Albany, in the same State, where the troops
did guard duty until November when they were
sent to Savannah, where they remained until Janu
ary 20, 1866, when they were mustered out of ser

vice. On the close of the war M r. Tower returned
to his home and resumed farming, which he has
since followed. He now owns one hundred and
forty-six acres of good land and is accounted one
of the wide-awake and enterprising farmers of the
township.
It was in 1868, that Mr. Tower led to the mar

riage altar Miss Fannie Allanson. a native of York
shire England, and adaughter has been born of
their union—Ethel M. Mrs. Tower is a native of
Yorkshire, England, and a daughter of Thomas

and Mary (Claxton) Allanson.

Her father, who

was born near Leeds, in Yorkshire, was reared as a

farmer’s lad and when about twenty-one years of

Grant Township, where he purchased one hundred

age wedded Miss Claxton, by whom he had ﬁve

and twenty acres of land. 'It was entirely destitute
of improvements, unless a log shanty and log stable
could he called such. He built a good log house

children, three sons and two daughters: George,
who married Miss Elizabeth Claxton and after her
death wedded Miss Sarah Alleasly, a native of
England, is engaged in farming in Menosha, Wis.;
Ann is the wife of William M. Wood. a resident of
Chicago; Mrs. Tower is the next younger, and
John and William are both deceased. The parents,

and then began to plow, plant and cultivate his

land, making his home on that farm until his
death in 1866. His wife long survived him and

died October 7, 1890, at the age of eighty-one
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thinking that they could better their ﬁnancial con
dition,concluded to come to America and found a

home. After a a stormy voyage of nine weeks the
sailing-vessel in which they embarked at Liverpool
reached New Orleans and they came up the Missis
sippi to St. Louis, where Mr. Allanson and his son
John both died, their remains being interred in a

cemetery of that city. The family came on to Lake
County by way of Chicago, where Mrs. Tower has
since made her home.

Her mother died April 18,

1884, and her remains were interred in the ceme
tery of Grant Township, where a beautiful monu
ment marks her last resting place. In her last
illness she was taken to the Sanitarium in Battle
Creek, Mich., in which she had great faith but she

had to succumb to the dread destroyer, and her
remains were brought home for interment.
Mr. Tower has served as Justice of the Peace
for a term of four years and nine years has been
Director of the schools, proving himself a warm
friend to the cause of education. His political
views were formed during the anti slavery agita
tion and be resolved that when he had attained his
majority he would support the party that took a
ﬁrm stand in opposition to slavery. So his ﬁrst
vote was cast for Gcn. Grant, and he has since been

a radical Republican. lie is a prominent member of
the party and often attends the conventions but is
not an ofﬁce seeker. Socially, he is a member of
Waucouda Post No. 368. G. A. R.,of the Masonic
Lodge of Hainesville, and the l’atrons of Industry.
He served as County Secretary of that organization.
Forty-ﬁve years have come and gone since Mr.
Tower was brought by his parents a young lad to
Lake County. Those who have known him from
his early boyhood and have been witnesses of his
upright life are numbered among his stanchest
friends.
“MKQ‘EQZW

and Mary Ann (Mumby) Vickermau, both natives
of Yorkshire. His father,a farmer by occupation,
died when our subject was quite young but his
mother lived to the ripe age of seventy years. Of
their four sons and three daughters,-lohn and llenry
are now deceased; Mary Ann is the wife of Wil
liam Cape, a veterinary surgeon of England; Wil
liam is also deceased; Fannie is the wife of Baker
Brigham, a resident farmer of England; and Eliza,
the deceased wife of Mr. Southwell.
The advantages of our subject, educational and
otherwise, were very limited. At the age of four
teen, he began learning the miller’s trade which he
followed until his emigration to America. At the
age of twenty-one he began work for himself and
whatever he possesses to day and whatever has
been his success In life is due to his own efforts.
He was married on the 14th of February, 1850,
to Miss Mary Copeland. also a native of Yorkshire
and a daughter of John and Sarah (Bradshaw)
Copeland, who were farming people and spent their
entire lives in their native land. The following
year after their marriage, Mr. Vickermau and his
wife secured passage upon a sailing vessel bound
for New York, where they safely arrived after a
long voyage of eight weeks. They came direct to
Lake County, traveling by way of the Erie Canal
and Great Lakes until at length they arrived at
Little Fort, as Waukegan was then called. The
ﬁrst two years of their residence in America were
spent at Libertyville, after which they removed to
their present beautiful home. However, the farm
was then in a very primitive condition, not a fur
row

having

been

turned or

an improvement

made but Mr. Vickermau, with characteristic energy
began developing the land and his labors were soon
crowned with prosperity. The family bore the us
ual hardships and inconveniences incident to life
on the frontier but as ﬁnancial resources were in
creased, comforts and conveniences were supplied
in their home.

The farm now comprises one hun

dred and thirty-one acres of land which is under a
high state of cultivation and well supplied with
I
good
buildings, including acommodious and pleas
\
Township, is a native of England. He was
ant residence.
lu-rn in Yorkshire. July 20, 1823, and is the young
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Vickermau have been born.
eat of seven children whose parents were William 1 two sons, the eldest of whom, Ilenry, married Miss
‘\% K E L 'l‘ O N VICKERMAN, a self-made
man and one of the early settlers of the
county residing on section 13, Fremont
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Margaret Steele and is engaged in farming in
Shields Township,being numbered among the wide
awake and enterprising young agriculturists of the
community; John is also a young man of industri
ous habits and aids his father in the operation of

the home farm.
.
Mr. Vickerman and his wife are members of the
Congregational Church of lvanuoe and in politics
he is a Republican. However, be cast his ﬁrst pres

idential vote for Franklin Pierce. The honors
or emoluments of public ofﬁce have had no attracv
tion for him,he preferring to devote his energies to
business, yet he has been prominently connected
with the educational interests of the community,
having been school Director for eleven years. His
long continued service in that capacity indicates
his faithfulness and efﬁciency. He is a valued cit
izen 0f the community for he identifies himself with
those enterprises which are calculated to prove of
public beneﬁt and his aid is never sought in vain
when it is needed to promote any movement
whose object is to advance the general welfare.
Ho and his estimablc wife have long resided in
Lake County and are numbered among its honored
early settlers, while throughout the township they
are widely and favorably known.

( RCHiBALi) w. FLETCHER.
(4
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Among

the enterprising and energetic business
men of Highland Park, must be men
tioned the gentleman whose name heads

this sketch.

He is a native of Canada, and was

born in the county of Leeds, Province of Ontario,
August 18, 1839. His parents were Orra and

Mary (Greennen) Fletcher.

His father was born

in County Leeds, February 18, 1806. and the
mother in St. Johns, Nova Scotia, on the 13th of
March, 1814.

Our subject was reared in Canada and educated
in the public schools. He began at an early age to
learn the. carpenter's trade, and at seventeen years
old began contracting and building on his own
account.

In October, 1863, during the late Civil
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War, he went to Chicago for the purpose of seeing
something of the States under the peculiar condi
tion of that time. He intended to work south
ward, but was persuaded to engage for a week at
bridge building at Chicago. Early in December
following he hired to L. B. Boomer, a Government
contractor in bridge building, and with a party of
other mechanics went to the front. His first work
was at Chattanooga, Tenn., where he was employed
at building railroad and other bridges until the
following March. He was there right after the
battle of Chattanooga, and witnessed the slashing
done by army surgeons in amputatiug limbs by
wholesale — to him a novel and terrible sight.
While there he succeeded in entering the Confed
erate lines, and conversed with the Rebel soldiers.

He had planned. at the solicitation of Gen. Thomas,
to go to Richmond, then in possession of the Con
federates, which expedition might have led to un
looked-for results in case he had been taken prisoner
in the character in which he was really going. Just
at that time he received a very urgent letter from
his father to join him at Detroit, which caused him
to change his plans. He went to Detroit, visited
his father and returned to Chicago. Being satis
ﬁed with his investigation of the war, he established
himself at Evanston as a contractor and builder.
Ile refused a very ﬂattering offer as foreman of
timber work at the building of the North Side crib
for the Chicago water works, thinking then that the
building of one crib would be all the work there
would be in that lime in Chicago, and that it was
not worth while taking hold of. He then made a
study of breakwater building, and put in the Evan
ston work, since which time he has made a specialty
of work in that line, having put in, to date, seven
eighths of all the breakwater between Lake Forest
and Lincoln Park, Chicago. He employs from
forty to seventy men, and his experience in the line
of work covers twenty-seven years.

In the spring of 1883, Mr. Fletcher opened a
coalyard at Highland Park. and the following year
established a lumber yard at the same place, and
has carried on the coal and lumber business in con
nection with jobbing in breakwater building and
public works to the present time. In 1889 he
erected a ﬁne three-story brick building on Central

ﬂoor of which he uses for ofﬁce purposes. Mr.
Fletcher was married in Kenosha, Wis., Janu
ary 17, 1867, to Miss Elizabeth A. Yates, who was
.born in Westport, Canada, and is a daughter of
John and Jane (Fletcher) Yates. They have two
children, a daughter and a son—Jennie May, who
is her father’s book-keeper;~ and Roscoe Conkling,
who is a student in the city schools. One son, Les
lie, died at the age of one year.
Mr. Fletcher made his home in Evanston until
1869, when he moved to Glencoc, and from there to

Highland Park, his present place of residence, in
the spring of 1883. He is a Republican in poli
tics, and while residing in Glencoe, held the ofﬁce
of Deputy Sheriff of Cook County for four years.
He was a member of the Board of Trustees, Town

Treasurer, and Commissioner of Highways, was
Justice of the Peace in Glencoe, and since moving
to Highland rark has been an Alderman in this
city. He was the ﬁrst contractor to guarantee pro
tection in the building of breakwaters on the west
shore of Lake Michigan. All of his work is stand
ing well,and he has never lost any completed work.
In 1890 he guaranteed protection of the beach
at llirchwood, and his work has justiﬁed him. and
only a short time since he guaranteed safety on an
$8,000 job that he has just completed. He has
made a splendid success of the breakwater con
struction business, and is the acknowledged leader
in that line of work.
Mr. Fletcher and his wife are members of the
Methodist Church, and their daughter is an Epis
copalian. He is a Knight Templar Mason, having
been connected with Evanston Lodge. No. 624,
A. F. & A. M., for twenty-one years. He is a
member of Evanston Chapter, No. 144, R. A. M.,
of Evanston Commandery, No. 58, K. 'l‘., and of

the Masonic Veteran Association.

He is known as

a man of indomitable energy; in fact, has been too

energetic and too regardless of his health for his
own good. By nntiring industry and sagacious
management he has succeeded in building up an
extensive business and in accumulating a valuable
property. As a business man and citizen he stands
high in the estimation of all who know him. One
distinguishing characteristic of Mr. Fletcher is his

open handed generosity and public spirit. He is
universally a leader in every public enterprise that
is calculated to beneﬁt the community wherein he
resides, while in cases of calamity, of distress

through accident or sickness, his sympathy takes the
form of active assistance by personal effort, and,
where necessary, by a liberal contribution of
means. When the cyclone of two years ago struck
Highland Park, and unroofed and wrecked numer

ous buildings and homes, his teams, loaded with
lumber, were in the ﬁeld unasked, to give tempo
raary shelter to the people and their effects that
had been exposed to the fury of the storm. When,
on Thanksgiving night of 1889, the steam-barge
“Calumet” went ashore in a furious gale ot’f Ft.
Sheridan, he was the ﬁrst to discern and recognize
the signal of distress from the stranded vessel.
He built a large ﬁre on the bluff opposite the wreck.
and at once telegraphed the life-saving station at
Evanston and secured their prompt assistance, by
which the entire crew of eighteen men were saved.

The rescue was effected under great difficulty.
hardship and danger. It was near noon ‘when the
last boat load reached the shore. Later in the day
the storm increased, the waves broke clear‘over
the wreck, and toward night the vessel Went to
pieces. The prompt assistance rendered undoubt
edly prevented the loss of many lives. His per
sonal cﬁ’orts in assisting the rescuing party, exposing
himself in the drenching surf in launching and
landing the life-boat and in pulling the half
drowned sailors to a place of safety, is deserving
of mention, as well as his care for their comfort
when landed.

In this enterprise Mr. Fletcher was

an acknowledged leader, and his practical know
ledge of what was necessary to do proved him the
right man in the right place. The life-saving
captain and crew did splendid work and the citi
zens and soldiers lent willing hands and endured
much hardship in saving the lives of the ship
wreeked men. It is but justice to our subject
to state that previous to the preparation of this

article the writer had not heard a word from him
on the subject of the wreck of the“Calumet.” It is
simply an incident in his life which is appropriate
to observe as showing his large hearted sympathy
for those in trouble. The truth is not ﬂattery,
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and it is too often the case thata man gets no
credit for the good deeds of his life until he
has passed beyond the sound of their simplest
ackn0wledgement by the tardy voice of justice.
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)lLLIAM HENRY SKINNER, who is en
gaged in farming and also carries on the
i" '\

dairy business on

section 24,

Fremont

Township, isa representative of one of the early
families of the county.
His parents, William
Spragne and Caroline Elizabeth (Wells) Skinner,
came to Illinois many years ago and loeating in
Lake County, are numbered among its pioneers.
Both are still living and a sketch of their lives is
given elsewhere in this work. They had three
children, two sons and a daughter, but David R.
and May are both now deceased.
The subject of this sketch was born on his father's
farm, November 17, 1855, and in his youth aided
in the labors of the farm through the summer sea
son. l)uring the winter months he attended the

common schools for a time and his early education
was supplemented by a course in the Lake Forest
Academy, now known as the Lake Forest Univer
sity. He is one of those who believes that the
farmers should be as well informed as other classes
of people, and his extensive reading has made him
such.

'
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farm. His home is a large and commodious frame
residence, and the outbuildings are in keeping with
the dwelling. In connection with general farming,
Mr. Skinner also engages in the dairy business and
is a member of the Milk Shippers Association of
Chicago. In politics he is a Republican and cast
his ﬁrst Presidential vote for R. B. Hayes. He keeps
himself well informed concerning the political
issues of the day, and belieVes that the best inter
ests of the people will be advanced by the party
which he supports. He uses his inﬂuence in its be
half aud by its constituents has been elected to
several positions of public trust, having served as
Road Commissioner, as School Director for live

years and is now the clerk of the Board of Educa
tion in his district. He and his wife are faithful
members of the Congregational Church of Ivan
hoe, of which Rev. Nathan Ilankemeyer is pastor.
They have ever taken an active part in the work of
the church and in the Sunday school, Mr. Skinner
being a Trustee in the church, while, his estimable
wife is engaged in instilling into the youthful minds
the teachings of her Master. She is also a prom
inent member of theWoman’s Christian Temperance
Union of ivanhoe. The poor and needy have
found in this worthy couple friends to whom they
can look for aid in their hours of adversity. The
generous and kindly spirit of husband and wife is
well known, and the upright and consistent lives

which they have led are well worthy of emulation.

On the 27th of September, 1876, he was

united in the holy bonds of matrimony with Miss
Sophia Converse Swan, daughter of Hurlbut Swan,
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. The
lady was born in Fremont, September 24, 1855, was
carefully educated in the common and select
schools, and for some years before her marriage
aeeePtably ﬁlled the position of teacher. By their
union was born a little daughter on the 6th of June,
lSSl-Alice Jessie who is the light of the home
and the joy of her parents’ hearts.

Throughout his business career, Mr. Skinner has
engaged in farming and now owns and operates
ninety-eight acres of land which he has placed un
der 8. high state of cultivation and in return for his
labor he reaps a golden reward. The improvements
are of the best, being such as are found on a medel

' \‘ AMUEL H. SWAN, who for forty-six years
has been an eye-witness of the growth and
development of this county and aided in
its upbuilding, especially in the way of de
veloping the land. now resides in section 14, Fre
mont TOWnship. He was born in Old lladdam,
Conn., April4, 1828, and is a son of Hurlbut Swan.
who was born in the same State in 1797. In his
early life he engaged in farming and also follOWed
the profession of teaching. His death occurred
May 14, 1878.

He was a public-spirited man, a

prominent citizen and a stalwart supporter of the

Republican party.

He had come to this county in
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1845 and in company with his four sons entered
experience, observation and extensive reading have
six hundred and forty acres of land in Fremont
made him a well-informed man. He keeps 'well
Township. His fellow-townsmen soon recognized
posted on political issues of the day, voted ﬁrst for
Gen. Zachary Taylor and has been a staneh Repub
his worth and ability and in 1847 he was called
upon to represent his county in the Constitutional
lican since the inception of the party. His fellow
Convention at Springﬁeld, Ill. In 1856 he was se
townsmen have manifested their conﬁdence in him
lected as the Representative from Lake County to ' by electing him as Town Clerk, Township Assessor
the State Legislature. He was the ﬁrst Supervisor
for eight years; Road Commissioner, School Trus
of Fremont Township after its organization, which
tee and School Director. In all these ofﬁces he has
position he held for a number of years and held
promptly and faithfully discharged his duties, win
other emcee of more or less importance. It was
ning the commendation of all concerned.
Mr. Swan that donated the ground for the erection
In December, 1852, when twenty-four years of
of a schoolhouse and for many years he was prom
age, Mr. Swan led to the marriage altar Miss Mary
inently connected with the educational interests of
W. Rodgers, a native of Pennsylvania and a
the community as a leading member of the School
daughter of John and Ruth (Wakeﬁeld) Rodgers,
_ Board. In his religious views he was a Congrega
also natives of the Keystone State. Her father was
tionalist and served as Deacon for many years 111
born August 26.1800, and with his family emi
the church to which he belonged. Mr. Swan was
grated to \Vill County, 11]., in 1836, where his
twice married. He ﬁrst wedded Nancy Clark, who
wife died when thirty-six years of age. He had
was born in Connecticut in 1791 and whose father
prospected in Illinois in 1832, previous to the
was a sea captain and lost his life on the ocean.
Black Hawk War. In 1850 he came to Lake
She too was a member of the Congregational
County, where he resided until his death, which
Church and died in 1853. In 1854 Mr. Swan
occurred on New Year's Day of 1870. He was a
wedded Mrs. Susan (Clark) Carroll, a native of
millwright by trade and followed that occupation
Ohio, who survived him some time and died in
to some extent after his emigration to the West.
He made the ﬁrst sign which swung to the breeze
1890.
in Chicago. when that city was known as old Ft.
Unto llurlbut and Nancy Swan were born ﬁve
Dearborn and contained but two or three dingy
children: Nancy, now deceased; James H., who
stores and few houses. At that city he made the
served as a soldier in the late war and is now mar
statement that he would not own a farm near Chi
ried and engages in business in Chicago as a lum
ber dealer; A. Oscar, who was a farmer and teacher,
cago if it was given to him, little dreaming of the
wonderful transformation which was there soon to
died at the age of thirty~three, leaving a wife, who
take place. In politics he was a Whig and after
still survives him; Samuel is the next younger;
ward a Republican and in religious belief was a
and Theodore completes the family. He now re
Methodist. He gave freely of his means to all
sides in Prospect Park and has been prominently
worthy enterprises and was generous-hearted and
connected with public ofﬁces, being now in the
Sub-Treasury ofﬁce.
benevolent.
The occupation to which our subject was reared
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Swan have been born three
he has made his life work, having followed it
sons and two daughters; llurlbut R., who resides
in Rockefeller and is a railroad employe, wedded
throughout his business career with the exception
of two years, when he was in the employ of the
Miss Mary A. Timmius, a native of Ireland, and
Governmentas a storekeeper in Chicago, under the
they have four sons; Nancy R. is the wife of Rich
administration of President Grant. He was in
ard E. Proctor, a native of this county, now eu
that city at the time of the great conﬂagration in
gaged in merchamlising’in Lake Forest, by whom
she has a little daughter, Mary; Sybil D. is the
1871. His school privileges were those afforded
by the public schools and a few terms spent at an
wife of Charles F. Babcock, a native of Vermont.

academy among the hills of Connecticut.

But his

now a railroad employe, residing in Lihertyville,
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and they also have a daughter, Leverne; Edgar F.
has a lucrative railroad position and resides in Ash
land, Wis.; and James H. is a young man of exem
plary habits and still resides at home and relieves
his father of much of the care of the farm.
Mr. Swan and his wife are numbered among the
honored pioneers of the county, having for forty
six -years been residents of Fremont Township.
'l‘heir farm comprises seventy acres of improved
land within a mile and a half of Ivanhoe and three
miles of Rockefeller. They have a pleasant home
and among its furnishings is an old clock several
feet high, which was made in 1802, in Bellamy, lre
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one time was four days. By promptness, ﬁdelity
and close attention to business, he worked his way
upward until he became the head of the mailing de
partment. After leaving the post-office be en
gaged in merchandising a short time in Milwaukee,
after which, for six years, he carried on a supply
store for the extensive railroad contractors, Harri

son & Green. In November, 1887, he came to
Waukegan and the following spring bought a half
interest in the ﬂour and feed store with Henry
Wood. The business had run below a paying basis
and was largely done on credit, but the tact and
experience of Mr. Kent soon manifested itself in
the increase in the volume of trade. After running
land, by James Scott, and was presented to Mrs.
a year on the credit system he insisted on doing a
Swan by her father. It is still running at the pres
strictly cash business and has kept it up since.
ent time although it is now about ninety years old.
They carry a full line of groceries, ﬂour and meats.
Their stock occupies two spacious rooms and they
enjoy a very liberal patronage, though they had a
very small stock when Mr. Kent assumed the
\ ‘
IBERTY M. W. KENT. senior member of
management of aﬂ’airs.
Jl
the mercantile ﬁrm of Kent & Stratton, ~
()n the lst of April, 1891, William H. Stratton
__\J dealers in groceries, meats and flour, was
purchased the interest of Mr. Wood, the ﬁrm be
born in Southport, now Ken0sha, Wis., March 22,
coming Kent & Stratton. Another enterprise in
1849.
His parents, Daniel W. and Persis A.
which Mr. Kent is interested and in which be was
(Bailey) Kent, were natives of Vermont. In early
a prime mover is the manufacture of lubricating
life they came West and became identiﬁed with the
grease and oil. A company called the Sovereign
growth and development of Wisconsin. Daniel
Lubricating Company has been formed with a cap,
Kent now lives a retired life in Waukesha, Wis.,
ital stock of $50,000. Grounds have been pur
having reached his seventy-fourth year, July 13,
chased and buildings are soon to be erected of
1891. His wife died in that city in the prime of
sufﬁcient dimensions to do an extensive business.
womanhood, being about thirty-six years of age.
They have discovered a compound which is not
He has since been twrce married and is the father
materially affected by cold and only by very in
of twelve children, ten by his first wife and one by
tense heat. Its great utility can at once be seen,
each of the others. In a business way his career
and its introduction will be of inestimable value
has been varied, he having farmed, dealt in grain
in all departments where friction is a disturbing
and carried on a hotel. He has never sought
factor.
political distiction, but for a number of years has
Mr. Kent was married in Waukegan, March 22,
served as Justice of the Peace in Waukesha.
1876, the lady of his choice being Miss Mary E.
Liberty Kent is one of the six living children of
Wright, who was born in this city, September 13,
the ﬁrst marriage. Until ﬁfteen years of age he
1853, and is a daughter of J. H. Wright, one of
attended the common schools, his education since
the early settlers of the county. When Mary was
that time being acquired in the business affairs of
about ten years old she lost her mother and the
life. In 1869, he went into the mailing depart
same year her father also died. Mrs. Mary G.
ment of the post-office at Milwaukee, where he re
Farnsworth being an intimate friend of her mother,
mained for ten years, and during that entire time
by the request of her father she became the be
the longest period he was away from the office at
loved danghter of Mrs. Farnsworth 0f Waukegan.

~- - _
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Mrs. Kent died November 27, 1885, in Waukesha,
ayear and then started Westward with his family,
Wis. She was a consistent member of the Congre ' traveling by way of the canal and Great Lakes to
gational Church as is also Mr. Kent. Political, he
Chicago. The sight of the low, marshy land in
is a Republican and feels an interest in the success
that locality and the apparently bottomless mud al
of the party principles but is not strictly partisan.
most disheartened him and he nearly determined to
As a business man he is wide awake, energetic and
return to the East, but thinking better of it, pre
accommodating, and well deserves to rank among
empted one hundred and twenty acres of land in what
the leading citizens of Waukegan.
is now Fremont Township, Lake County, but was
then aphrt of Cook County. It continues to be
the family home to this day. The Indians had not
yet left for the reservation beyond the Mississippi,
wild game of all kinds was plentiful and the work
vILLIAM ROBERT McCONATY is one
of improvement and development seemed scarcely
W of the leading farmers of Fremont Town
begun. The usual hardships and trials of pioneer
\j
ship and resides upon the old home
life fell to the lot of the family but after a time
stead on section 20. There his entire life has been
their farm began to yield them a return and they
passed. He was born on that farm January 10,
became comfortably situated.
'
1848, and is the youngest of twelve children whose
In his political views Robert McConaty was ﬁrst
parents are Robert and Jane ((loiivci-y) McConaty,
a Whig and voted for Gen. \Villiam Henry Harri
son. He always tried to support men of principle
both of whom were natives of Ireland. The father
was born in 1798 and his parents were well-to-do
and honor but was himself never an ofﬁce seeker.
Both he and his wife were numbered among the de
people. By trade he was a linen weaver and be
came a skilled workman. lie was strenuously op
voted members of the Presbyterian Church and took
an active part in furthering its interests. They were
posed to the English rule in Ireland and was a man
of inﬂuence in the community where he made his
also people of generous impulses and for their char
home. In 1826 he married Miss Jane Convery,
ity and benevolence were widely known. The
husband and father was called to his final rest De
who was born in Londonderry, Ireland, in 1806,
and is still living on the old homestead in Fremont
cember 18. 1888, and his remains were interred in
Ivanhoe Cemetery, where a beautiful monument
Township at the advanced age of eighty-ﬁve.
Unto them were born the. following children: Jane,
has been erected to his memory. His wife still
who became the wife of Hector N. Morgan, a na
survives him and makes her home with her chil
tive of Vermont and a planter and glazier, died at
dren on the old farm.
Another member of the McConaty family num
the age of twenty-two years; Nancy died at the
age of ten; Samuel is married and follows farming
bered among the honored pioneers of Lake County
was John McCouaty, who was known throughout
in Iowa; Mary is the wife of Richard Compton;
this locality as Uncle John. He came here as a
Esther is the wife of Thomas Hislop, a native of
settler in the early days and was revered and hon
Scotland and their home is now in Dccorah, Iowa;
ored by all who knew him. His birth occurred
Sarah is engaged in dressmaking in Iowa; Eliza
about 1801 and he died on the 17th of July, 1878,
beth. wife of William Kcnwood, died at the age of
of apoplexy, when seventy-seven years of age.
twenty-six; and William and Clara, twins, com
William and Clara McConaty, who now occupy
plete the family.
the old homestead, grew to mature years under the
The year 1832 witnessed the emigration of the
parental roof and attended the district schools of
parents to America, they crossing the Atlantic in
the neighborhood. William then assisted his father
the sailing vessel “Betsy Miller,” from Liverpool to
in the farm labors while Miss Clara continued her
Quebec. After nine weeks they landed on Ameri

~+—se~ +~~

can soil and went direct to Massachusetts, where

studies in the Wauconda Academy, then one of the

Mr. McConaty engaged in foundry work for about

best schools in Northern Illinois.

She has also
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completed the full four years’ course of Chautau
qua study and is a lady of superior intelligence and
culture. She attends to the household duties,
while Mr. MeConaty devotes his energies to the
labors of the farm. He now owns and operates
two hundred acres of rich land under a high state
of cultivation and improved with all the necessary
outbuildings and equipments of the model farm.
The home residence is quite cominodious and sub
stantial and is pleasantly situated within two and a
half miles of Ivanhoe and four miles of Waucouda.
Mr. McConaty proudly cast his ﬁrst vote for
Gen. U. S. Grant and has since been a stalwart Re
publican who ﬁrmly advocates the principles in
which he belieVes and expects every true Ameri
can citizen to do the same. He and Miss Clara
hold membership with the Congregational Church

were seldom wanting and the pleasures of life,
while dichrent perhaps from those of later days,
were fully as enjoyable. Having reached man’s
estate, he began accumulating property and now
has a ﬁne and well-improved farm of two hundred
and sixty-nine acres, which pays a golden tribute

of Ivanhoe, are active workers in i's interests and

to his care and cultivation.

have done much for the upbuilding of the Sunday
school. She is also a prominent member of the
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and of the
Foreign Missionary Society of Ivanhoe. All good
works receive her sympathy and support and her
many acts of kindness and deeds of charity have
won her the love of many. Mr. McConaty has in
his possession a good collection of Indian relics
and other curiosities which he has gathered him
self, taking great pleasure in searching for them.
In the history of Lake County no family is more
worthy of especial mention than that of the Mc
Conaty's and its living representatives are now
numbered among the best and_most prominent peo
ple in Fremont Township.

is one of the largest and most commodious of farm

pioneer life upon his father's farm, and his educa
tion was acquired in the district schools. His early
recollection of school days carries him back to the
typical log house of the Illinois frontier in which
many of the ablest of Western men laid the founda
tion for a practical and useful education. The
subject of this sketch was early trained to habits
of industry and frugality which have characterized
his entire life and have won him success. Hard
wo:k was the order of the day while luxury was
unknown, but the substantial comforts of home

His residence, which

houses to be found in the community, is situated

on section 8, Deerﬁeld Township.
On the 28th of October, 1878, in Shields Town

ship, Mr. Dawson was united in marriage, with
Miss Catherine Redmond, who was born in the
town of Vernon, Lake County, December 20, 1855,
and is a daughter of Thomas and Jane (Yorc)
Redmond. By this union nine children have been
born, four sons and ﬁve daughters: Mary F., Mar
garet A., Jane, Rosanna, Thomas F., Joseph, Ellen,
James, and Peter, all born in the town of Deer
ﬁeld.
Mr. and Mrs. Dawson were reared in the Catho
lic faith and are members of that church. In poli
tics he is a Democrat and has been called to hold
various local ofﬁces of honor and trust, namely:
that of Town Clerk, which position be ﬁlled for
three years, was three years Supervisor, School

\'\\ ETER DAWSON, an early settler and

Treasurer three years, Justice of the Peace for one

/i prominent farmer of Deerﬁeld Township,

year, and is now a member of the Town Board of
Eduwtion.‘ Mr. Dawson has always taken a patri
otic interest in the success of his party, and has
taken an active“ part in caucus and convention
work. He is recognized as a prosperous and suc

//
l

residing on section 8, is a native of Illi

l

nois.

He was born in Chicago, May 5,

1844, and is a son of Patrick and Mary (Murphy)
Dawson, a sketch of whom is given elsewhere in
this work. He was only two years old when he was
brought by his parents to Deerﬁeld Township, the
family arriving on the 22d of December, 1846.

His boyhood days were spent amid the scenes of

cessful farmer, one of the kind that, endeavors to

keep up with the times in a knowledge of current
events at large and especially in the progress in
agriculture and all that pertains to his vocation.
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He has devoted much attention to the breeding of
good horses and cattle, and has some of the ﬁnest
teams to be found in the town. The improvements
made by the enterprising young farmer of to-day
in methods of culture and stock-raising, especially
in the development of the dairy interests, are rap
idly placing the business of the farmer on a healthy
basis. Among those contributing liberally to the

additional purchase he added to it from time to
time until at length a valuable farm of one hundred
and ninety-ﬁve acres paid tribute to his care and
cultivation, and the improvements thereon stand
as monuments to his thrifty and enterprise.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bush were born three chil
dren: John, whose birth occurred while his parents
were crossing the Atlantic now owns the old home

result must be classed the subject of this sketch,

stead. On the 4th of August, 1890, be married
Rosanna Mines, and they have one child; Mary

Peter Dawson.

“we-h—
“ OHN BUSH, deceased, who for many years
was a resident of Libertyville Township and
is numbered among the honored pioneers of
the county, was a native of the Emerald
Isle.

His birth occurred in County Clair, June

21, 1821, and he was a son of Thomas Bush. a
prominent farmer and educator of Ireland. He
was a man of superior intelligence and died while
reading. Our subject was then only ﬁve years old
and his mother's death occurred about the time he
attained his majority. In the family were ﬁve
children: Mrs. Guerrin, who is now living in
Maple Park, at the age of eighty-two years; Pat
rick, who died in Libertyville; Mrs. Holcomb, a
resident of Rockefeller; Catherine, n0w deceased;

and John whose name heads this sketch.
Mr. Bush of this record grew to manhood in the
land of his nativity and acquired an excellent edu
cation under the direction of private tutors for the
authority denied educational privileges to the
Catholics, and his people were of that faith. When
he began life for himself it was as a farmer, and
that occupation he followed throughouthis busi
ness career. In 1846, he was united in marriage
with Bridget Linch, who was born in the same
county as her husband, and in 1849, they erOssed

died in 1878, and Emily is still at home. The two
younger children were born in this county, and
were reared upon the farm. They were liberally
educated in the public schools of the neighborhood
and _the high schools of Libertyville, and Emily
successfully engaged in teaching for six years.
On the 30th of January, 1887, Mr. Bush died at

his home in Libertyville Township, respected by
all who knew him. He was a valued citizen of the
community, public-spirited and progressive, and
took an active interest in public affairs, and all
that pertained to the welfare of the community.
He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Buchanan,

and ever afterward supported the Democratic party
but was no politician in the sense of ofﬁce-seeking.
lle was a member of the Catholic Church, to which
his family also belonged, and took great interest in
its growth and upbuilding. Although when he
came to this country he was in poor circumstances
he steadily worked his way upward and by his
thrift and enterprise soon won a comfortable com
petence and left his family well provided for. His
widow still survives him and is living on the old
home farm. She is a most estimable lady and the
family are held in high regard by all who know
them.

I
i

\AVID J. MlN'l‘O is the manager of an
} excellent farm of two hundred acres situ

the broad Atlantic to America and came direct to
Illinois, settling in Rockefeller.

After a few years

they removed in 1858 to the farm which is now the
old Bush homestead. It was then all wild prairie,
not improved by even a tree or fence, or had a
furrow been turned. Mr. Bush purchased eighty
acres and as his ﬁnancial resources increased by

/

ated on section 21, Antioch Township.

His life occupation has been general farm
ing and stock-raising and in that pursuit he has
shown marked ability which places him among the
well-to-do citizens of the community. He was
born in Ontario, N. Y., October 22, 1841, and is a
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son of David and Jane (Johnson) Minto, both of i daughter of George E. Smith one of the pioneer
whom were natives of Annan, Dumfriesshire Scot
settlers of the county. The lady is a native of
land, the former born in April, 1804, and the latter
Massachusetts, born in Salem, in 1839 and came to
in 1813. They were married in 1835, and began
this county the same year. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Minto
their domestic life in their native land, but after
have been born ﬁve children-—R0bert R., Annie 1%.,
ﬁve years they sailed to America in 1840, locating
Ula J., George F. and David H., all of whom were
in New York, where for three years he followed
born on the home farm. The entire married life
farming and surveying, which occupation he had
of the parents has been spent on the old home place.
learned in the old country. In 1843, accompanied
They and three of their children are members of the
by his family, he came to Illinois by way of the
Congregational Church of Millburn. Since casting
his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Lincoln at his second
Lakes and entered land on section 21, Antioch
Township, where his son, our subject, now resides.
election, Mr. Minto has been a Republican and
He secured one hundred and twenty acres of land
keeps himself well informed on the issues of the
and engaged in farming but was permitted to en
day but is no politician in the sense of ofﬁce seek
joy his new home only about ﬁve years, his death
ing. He is a successful farmer and good citizen
occurring in 1848. Mrs. Minto is still living and
and has been identiﬁed with the county during his
resides with her son on the old farm. She belongs
entire life.
to the Congregational Church of which her husband
was also a member.
“W
In politics Mr. Minto was a stanch Whig and
was a valued citizen of the community, worthy of
the esteem of all. In the family were ﬁve children,
“\Avm BALDWIN TAYLOR, M. 0., one
four sons and one daughter—John who is engaged
of the oldest practicing physicians, in
in farming in California; William who has for thirty
years of service, and a leading citizen of
years resided in San Francisco, Cal., where he follows
Lake County, residing in Millburn, was
farming and surveying; Robert, an extensive cattle
born December '26, 1827, in Kingsville, Ashtabula
raiser, residing in Surprise Valley, Cal.; David J.

County, Ohio.

of this sketch, and Janet S. who became the wife of
Chase Webb and died in Waukegan.
()ur subject was not yet two years old when
brought by his parents to Illinois, and upon the
new farm he grew to manhood remaining under the
parental roof until he entered the army» In Au
gust, 1862, a short time before he had attained his
majority, he responded to his country’s call for
troops and enlisted in the Ninety-Sixth Illinois In
fantry. He was assigned to Company C, of that
regiment and served with his command until April,
l863, when he was discharged on account of physi
cal disability, having lost his health through the
hardships and exposures of army life. In his re
turn he again resumed charge of the home farm
which has been his property ever since 1877, and
which gives evidence of the thrift and careful

early history of his father’s family which was
doubtless established in America during Colonial
days. His father, Philetus Taylor, was born in
New York and grew to manhood in the midst of
the beautifulscenes of the Catskill Mountains. The
father of I’hiletus Taylor died when he was quite
young and the family became separated. The son

management of the owner.

In Antioch Township, in May, 1869, Mr. Minto
was united in marriage with Miss Susie D. Smith,

We have no record concerning the

grew to manhood upon a farm in the Empire State

and when twenty-one years of age emigrated to
Ohio, locating in Ashtabula County, where he met
and married Caroline C. Dibell, who was born in

Connecticut, March 20, 1809. Their union was
celebrated March 9, 1826. In 1845,they removed
to Michigan and settled in the midst of a forest
near Hillsdale. Mr. Taylor cleared the land which
he developed into a ﬁne farm, where he made his
home until his death, March 9, 1876, which was his

ﬁftieth wedding anniversary. He was born August
28, 1800, and hence lived to be about seventy-six
years of age. His wife also died near the old
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homestead in Michigan. He was a Whig and Re
publican in politics and a man of inﬂuence in the
community. The family numbered nine children,
the eldest of whom is the D0ctor; Duran died while
visiting in Ohio, January 6, 1851; Cicero S. en
listed in the Fourth Michigan Infantry and died
during theserviee, on March 5, 1865; William (lied
in Michigan, February 25, [884; Densey is the wife
of B. Carney of Somerset, Mich.; John is living in
the same place; Flora makes her home in tlie vicin
ity of Allegan. Mich.; Harvey served through the
I.\|.C war as a member of the First Michigan
Cavalry and had his horse telescoped with a shell
from under him but he escaped uninjured; Calista
E. and Thomas reside near Emporia, Kan; and
Phoebe E. makes her home in Somerset, Mich.

regiment. In February, 1863, Dr. Taylor left the
service and came to Lake County, lll., establishing
himself in practice at Antioch. Subsequently he
entered the Cincinnati Eclectic Medical College,
from which he was graduated in due time and in
February, 1865, he returned to Lake County, loca

ting in Millburn, where he succeeded to the prac
tice of Dr. J. L. Mills and where he has now made
his home for a quarter of a century. The people
were not long in recognizing his ability and his
professional brethren also acknowledged his efﬁci—
ency by frequently calling him in as counsel. His
practice extended over a radius of twenty-two

miles.

I

On June 15, 1863, in Reading, Mich., Dr. Taylor

married Miss Josephine Dodge, a daughter of
Thomas and Melinda Dodge, the former a native of
Connecticut and the latter of Vermont. Her father
was also a physician. By their marriage have been
born three children—Edith Ione who is at home;
Ralph C. who was educated at Aurora Seminary.
lll., at Hillsdale College, Mich., and at Valparaiso,

Upon his father’s farm in Ohio, the boyhood days
of Dr. Taylor were passed. His education was ac
quired in the common schools and at Kingsville
Academy. At the age of eighteen, he went to_
Michigan where he worked upon a farm and also
engaged in teaching for ten years. Having deter
mined to make the practice of medicine his life . Ind., is now a teacher of the Wadsworth schools;
Edward T. is attending school in Beloit. The
work he began reading to that end, in the ofﬁce of
Dr. A. F. Wheelan, at Hillsdale, Mich. His pre
family are members of the Congregational Church
ceptor was a physician and surgeon of note in that
and Mrs. Taylor is one of its active and earnest
State and subsequently became a prominent surgeon
workers.
in the army during the late war and afterward
Dr. Taylor is a member of the Masonic
was a member of the Medical Examining Board of
Lodge of Millburn. of Waukegan Post, G. A. R.,
the UniVersity of Michigan. In the winter of
and of the Lake County Medical Association.
It was in 1848 that he proudly cast his first
1859—60, Dr. Taylor attended his ﬁrst course of
lectures at the University of Michigan. He began
Presidential vote for Zachary Taylor. ' Later, he
supported Fremont and Lincoln and has since been
.practice at Ransom, lIillsdale County, Mich., as a
an advocate of Republican principles. The Doctor
partner of Dr. Bates of that place and the connec
has ever been a warm friend to the cause of edu
tion continued until the fall of 1860. In the
cation and has done not a little in the interest and
spring of 1862, he removed to Cambria Mills,
for the upbuilding of the schools of this commun
Mich., where he pursued the practice of his pro
fession alone. The following summer he assisted
ity. His children received excellent advantages
in raising the Eighteenth Regiment _of Michigan
and his sons are bright and promising young men
whose futures will doubtless be successful ones.
Infantry and enlisted as one of its members on the
In the practice of his profession, Dr. Taylor has
13th of August of that year. Prior to his enlist
acquired a handsome competence and is the owner
ment the Doctor had been appointed Hospital
of a ten-acre orange grove in Florida. Although
Steward by Gov. Blair of Michigan and entered
it is twenty-eight years since he left college he is
the service in that capacity. He accompanied his
still a student of the science of medicine, keeping
regiment to Kentucky, where they did garrison
himself well abreast every discovery or theory
and guard duty for several months during which
connected with it. His professional life, though a
time the Doctor served as Assistant Surgeon of his
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hard one, has made him many lasting friends.
“Court favor of no one for the sake of business but
let practice depend upon its merits,” has been his
motto from the ﬁrst; hence his contempt for the
physician who depends upon expedients for success.

——’F+-E'$e3+i*—'“
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emigrated to Illinois, settling in Lake County,
where he enjoyed an independent, happy and pros
perous life. His death occurred at the age of ﬁfty
years. His wife long survived him and passed
away at the age of eighty three years. In their
family were eight children, four sons and four
daughters, but Constant 1)., Catherine, Manda, Sol
omon, Mortimer, Margaret and Deborah are all
now deceased. The only surviving member of the

_, "QATTHEW H. CRIBB, deceased, was a

family is John G., the fourth in order of birth.

prominent citizen and one of the self-made
men of the county. He was born in On
tario County, N. Y., April 25. 1824, and
was the fourth in a family of eleven children born
to Henry and Charity (Lent) Cribb. His father
was a New York farmer who came to Illinois in
December, 1845, traveling by wagon through Can
ada to Lake County. He settled in Antioch 'I‘own
ship, making his home with his children until his
death.
Our subject. who was twenty-one years of age

He was reared as an agriculturist and engaged in
teaching in New York. He now resides in Lake
County, at the age of sixty-four years, his birth
having occurred April 7, 1827. In his early days
he was an old-line Whig and cast his ﬁrst Presi
dential vote for Gen. Zachary Taylor. On the or
ganization of the Republican party he joined its
ranks and has become a stalwart supporter of its
principles to the present day. The honors and
emoluments of public ofﬁce have had no attraction
for him. He is a true respector of all religious
teachings and other interests which tend to.the de
velopment of all that is best and noblest. He has
made his home in this county since 1841, and his
pleasant, genial manner and sterling worth have won
him many friends. Unto Matthew and Deborah

at that time, soon afterward purchased a forty

acre tract of land but devoted the greater part of
his attention to carpenteriug in early life. In
1852, attracted by the discovery of gold in Cali
fornia, he set out for that State.

In March. with a

company of others driving an ox-team, he started,
and in September following, after a weary and per
ilous journey across the plains, reached his destina
tion. For four years he engaged in farming and
mining and then returned to Lake County, taking
charge of the old homestead of the family on sec
tion 2. He bought the land and resided thereon

Cribb was born one son, J. R., who for several

years has now had charge of the farm. The
mother died March 29, 1861.
On the 22d of September, 1863, Mr. Crihb was
joined in wedlock with Miss Charlotte Miller, who
was born in Chicago in 1835 and is a daughter of
Jacob Miller, one of the earliest settlers in the

ments were made by Mr. Cribb and from wild and

county. He was a native of Germany and made
his home near Frankfort-on-the-Main. His death

uncultivated timber land he developed one of the

occurred in 1874.

best farms in the county.

was Christiana Queren. was also a native of Ger
many and died in 1889. In their family were two

until his death.

The greater part of the improve

It contained one hun

dred and ﬁfty-six acres and well tilled ﬁelds and
many accessories of a model farm give evidence of
the thrift and industry which he possessed.
On the 13th of January, 1858. Mr. Crihb was
united in marriage with Deborah Reynolds, who
was born in New York, in 1839, but was reared in

this county.

Her parents were Joseph and Delia

(Brown) Reynolds, both of whom were natives of

the Empire State.

Her father was a farmer by oc

cupation and in 1841, accompanied by his family,

His wife, whose maiden name

sons and two daughters, the eldest of whom IS Ja

cob, whosc sketch is given elsewhere in this vol
ume: Christiana is the wife of R. C. Green, who is
a briekmason by trade but is now engaged asacon
tractor and builder. Mrs. Cribb is the next
younger and Henry P. is also represented in this
work. Mrs. Cribb spent her girlhood days on a
farm in this county and her early education, ac
quired in the common schools, was supplemented
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by a course in the Waukegan Academy, presided
over by Judge Clark, who is now one of the able
jurists of the county. She then engaged in teach
ing for ﬁfteen years, winning most excellent suc
cess. Holland rightfully says that the teacher's
position is one of the most responsible and oner
ous to be ﬁlled, that the teacher does more t0ward

shaping and fashioning the minds and moral char
acter of the child than parents and pastor. As be
fore stated she gave her hand in marriage to Mr.
Cribb in 1863. They had an adopted daughter,
Emily L., whom they received into their home
August 10, 1867, and who, on the 3d of Novem
ber, 1884, became the wife of August Quedenfeld.

Mr. Cribb was a prominent and inﬂuential citi
zen of this community and was often honored with
positions of public trust. He was a Whig in poli
tics in early life and voted first for Taylor, but
when the Republican party sprang into exist
ence he joined its ranks and often served as dele—
gate to the county conventions. His life was
characterized by energy and enterprise and by fair
dealing in all things. He Won the conﬁdence and
respect of all who knew him and is numbered
among the honored pioneers of the county. He
died at his home in Antioeh Township. March 25,

1891, and was laid to rest in Angola Cemetery.
Mrs. Cribb is still living on the old homestead.
For many years she has been a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church at Lake Villa and is
a most estimable lady. having many friends in the
community.
pews-—

\
'

ILLIAM A. TU I’PER, a veterinary surgeon
residing in Libertyville. has for ﬁfty-four
years been an eye-witness of the growth
and development of Northeastern Illinois. He was

in 'I‘upper’s Lake when our subject was only two
years old. He had married Calista Reynolds, and
unto them were born fourchildren. The father and
his cousin were drowned together at the same time
and their bodies remained in the lake all winter.
Mrs. Tupper was a second time married, and died
in New York at the age of seventy-two years, but
at the death of her first husband the family was
broken up; Susan. the eldest child is still living in
New York; John died in that State; Dorcas was

the wife of Z. Story, and died in Minnesota, and
William A., of this sketch, completes the family.

Shortly after the death of his father, our subject
went to live with his grandparents and they con
tinued to reside in New York until he was eleven
years of age. In September, [837. they emigrated
Westward, loeating in Chicago, and that winter
William attended school. In April of the following
year the family removed to Walworth County,\Vis.,
locating in Bloomﬁeld Township, which Mrs. Tup

per, the grandmother of our subject, named in
honor of her native township in Massachusetts.
The election of four township Supervisors was
held at their home in 1843. The population in
that neighborhood was very sparse, and the grand
father entered land from the Government which
be cleared and improved, developing therefrom a
good farm. William drove a breaking plow and
aided in the work until sixteen years of age, when
he spent two years in school at Geneva. This was
the ﬁrst time he had attended since the winter after
his arrival in the West. His grandfather died in
1846, after which he took charge of the home
farm, operating it and managing the business in
terests until twenty-five years of age.
On the 24th of May, 1852, Mr. Tupper was
united in marriage with Sarah A. Palmatier, who
was born near the Hudson River, in

Dutchess

County, N. Y., February 1, 1831, and is the second

born October 15, 1826, in St. Lawrence County,

in a family of nine children, numbering ﬁve sons

N. Y., and is a son of Ansel 'I‘upper, a native of

and four daughters. The parents were Lawrence
and Mary (Manning) Palmatier, both of whom

Massachusetts, who, when a boy, went with his

father to the Empire State, and settled in the midst
of a wild and timbered country, where he grew
to manhood as a trapper and hunter, also fol
lowing farming in later life. He caught wolves,
sables. etc., and when one day trapping was drowned

were natives of Dutchess County, N. Y., the former
born in 1802, and the latter August 5, 1809. They

were married at Hyde Park, on the Hudson, Jan
uary 26, 1828, and lived the life of farming peo
ple for many years. Their last days were spent in
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Buchanan County, Iowa, where Mrs. Palmatier died

Miss Annis Wheeler, who belongs to an old and

June 17, 1886, and Mr. Palmatier passed away

prominent New England family, is now a retired

March 23, 1891. He had followed agricultural
pursuits throughout his entire business career. In
his political afﬁliations he was a stanch Democrat
of the true Jeffersonian type. and cast his ﬁrst vote

merchant of Geneva, \Vis. He has made of his
life a brilliant success, and through a prosperous
business career has won a competence. Mary 15.,
is the wife of W. W. Hamlin. a native of the Em
pire State, and resides in South Dakota; Gered,

for James Monroe,

He and his wife were ardent

members of the Reformed Church.and their upright
liVes won for them the respect of all with whom
they came in contact. An event worthy of men
tion in connection with their history, is the cele
bration of their ﬁftieth wedding anniversary.
where were present ﬁve of their children and six
grandchildren, while many friends also participated
in the festivities and extended to the worthy
couple their congratulations and best wishes. On
that memorable occasiOn the following original
poem was read by their grandson, Frank Fox:
" ’Tis ﬁfty years ago, dear wife,
Since we were bound together;
And well we braved the storm of life
Amid inclement weather.
You always have respected me
And l have worshiped you;
And We have let our neighbors see
We had enough to do.
" 'Tis ﬁfty years ago, dear wife,

Since we stood up together;
And well we've balanced care and strife,
And loved each other ever.
You then were called “the best of girls,”

You are the same to-day,
Although the long and raven curls
Have turned to silver gray.
“ ’Tis ﬁfty years ago, good wife,
Since we avowed together
That ours should be a model life,

And none our love should sever.
That promise we have kept till now
And shall till we depart;
" ‘is pictured on your honest brow,

It lingers in my heart.”
The I’almatier family, as before stated, num
bered nine children, the eldest of whom, Hannah,

became the wife of Seymour Fox, a native of New
York, but is now deceased; Mrs. Topper is the
next younger; Isaac H., deceased, married Miss
Carrie Millen, a native of Illinois, and was a car

penter and joiner by trade; Charles, who married

who wedded Miss Maria Gorham, a native of Illi

nois. resides in Winthrop, Buchanan County, Iowa,
where he is successfully engaged in merchandis
ing. Warren, who has been prominently connected
with the construction of public works as a con
tractor, and isa man of excellent executive ability,

also resides in. South Dakota. He married Miss
Ettie Spies, a native of Iowa. Catherine, is the
wife of Eugene Dorothy, a native of Wisconsin,
who is engaged in railroading, and resides in Big

Stone County, Mimi.

Alexander 8:, who died

when quite young, completes the family.
Mrs. Tupper spent her girlhood days upon her
father’s farm, her education was acquired in the

common schools of her native State. She isa lady of
genial,kindly manner, possessing social qualities of a
high order and has that happy faculty which places
her guests at once at case. She came with her peo
ple to Wisconsin in 1847. The year of their mar
riage Mr. 'l‘upper and his wife removed to Chicago,
locating on Harrison Street. Almost the entire
growth of that city Mr. Tupper has seen, having
ﬁrst resided there when it was known as old Fort
Dearborn, and contained only a few cabins and
fewer business houses. He engaged in herding
cattle for city people for four years, when he was
crippled by a horse falling upon his foot, and in
1856 he removed to Deerﬁeld, Lake County, where
he built a saw-mill, which be operated for six years
and then removed to a farm in Fremont Township.
For the same length of time he engaged in agricul
tural pursuits and then sold out, removing to Lib
ertyville, where he has since practically lived a
retired life, having engaged in practice to a limited
extent as a veterinary surgeon for the past three
years.
Unto Mrs. and Mrs. Tupper have been born two
children, daughters—Alice, who was born in Deer

ﬁeld, is now the widow of William J. Davis, and
resides at home, and Nettie, wife of Frank Nich
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olas, resident farmer of Libertyville Township.
This family is well known throughout the commu
nity and held in high esteem for their many excel
lencies of character. Mr. Tupper cast his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for Zachary Taylor, and was a
Whig until 1856 when he joined the new Repub
lican party, the principles of which he has since
advocated. He has often served as'a delegate to
its conVentions and is an inﬂuential member of the
party. Few men have a more extended acquaint
ance in this county than Mr. Tupper. and none are
held in higher esteem. He is truly a self-made
man, and deserves no little credit for his success

in life.

§a%@%¢

children; and Herman is married and engages in

merchant tailoring in Elma, Howard County, Iowa.
From the age of fourteen our subject has made
his own way in the world. At that time he began
an apprenticeship with a merchant tailor, serving a
term of three years, and then traveled quite ex
tensively through Germany. He made his way
along the vine-clad hills, bordering the beautiful
Rhine, to the city of Cologne, where he visited the
most wonderful cathedral in the world, then on to

the city of Berne, where be viewed the grand uni
versity. He then went to Coblentz and visited the
Gibraltar of Germany, I'Ihrenbreitstein. ln Cob—
lentz he worked at his trade for a while. after
which he was taken sick and conﬁned in a hospital
for two months. On his recovery he returned
home and after a short time visited Oldenburg and

ENRY MAIMANN. In the presentation
of the biographies of the people of promi
nence in Lake County we are pleased to
{record the life‘history of the gentleman
whose name [heads this sketch as he is one of the
representative'and progressive merchants of Wau
conda.He has also been closely identiﬁed with

Bremen, Germany, whence he went to Hamburg,
being employed in that city for two years. On the
expiration of that period, Mr. Maimann returned
to his home and made preparation for his departure

from the Fatherland for “free America.” Boarding
a westward bound steamer in 1865, at Bremen, he

merous friends who esteem them for their sterling

found himself after fourteen days in Castle Garden.
Ilis old life had now ended and he was fairly em
barked upon his career in the United States. He
made his way at once to Chicago, where he worked
for a year and a half in the employ of a merchant

worth and integrity.

Like many of our successful,

tailor and then journeyed to St. Louis where he

self-made men of the day, Mr. Maimann com-

spent three or four months visiting on the return

menced at the lowest round in the ladder of busi

trip all the principal cities of Central Illinois.

ness life and has gradually and steadily climbed

was in 1867 that he established business in Wau
conda and since he has made his home in that

the bestlinterests of the community for many years

and we know that this record of Mr. Maimann and
his excellent wife will be gladly read by their nu

well to the top.
Henry Maimann was born in Hanover, Germany,
October 25,1842, and is a son of Gerhardt and
Catherine Maimann, both of whom were also na
tives of Hanover.

Throughout his entire life the

It

beautiful little city.

On the 22d of October, 1872, Mr. Maimann was
united in marriage with Miss Mary Gieseler, who
was born in Chicago, March 29, 1856.

Five chil

father followed farming and died at the age of

dren graced their union, four sons and a daughter,

ﬁfty-three years.

tery. In their family were six children, of whom
Henry was the eldest; Gerhardt, the second, died
at the age of four years; Mary died in infancy;

of whom four are yet living: Philip H., aged
eighteen, is attending school in Waucouda; Clara,
the only daughter, died in January, 1890, at the
age of fourteen. She was exceedingly bright in
her studies, possessed a decided taste for music and
was the. light of her parents’ home. Her early

Gerhardt Henry is also deceased; Caroline, who

death has caused a vacancy which can never be

resides in Volo. is the widow of Engelbert Herbes,
astonemason, who died leaving a family of six

man school.

His wife passed away in Wau

couda, Ill., in 1872, at the age of sixty-one years
and her remains were interred in Fremont Ceme

ﬁlled.

Herman, aged thirteen, is attending a Ger

Henry, aged ten, and Leo, aged ﬁve,
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complete the family.

Mrs. Maim'ann is a lady

whose cultured taste is manifested in her home and
has left its impress upon her children. She was
liberally educated in the Des Plaines graded schools,
and at St. Joseph's School at Chicago was trained
both in German and English. She fitted herself
for teaching and successfully passed the examina
tion but her age was not sufﬁcient to entitle her to
a certiﬁcate and so she abandoned her desire to
become a teacher and embarked in the millinery
business which she has followed alm0st continu
ously since. Her parents, Philip and Dorothy
(Wicke) Gieseler, were natives of Hanover, the
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his first Presidential vote for Gen. Grant. Mr.
and Mrs. Maimann have a beautiful home and other
valuable property in “raucouda which has been
acquired through their united efforts. He has
worked his way upward from the lowest p0sition
financiallyy acquiring. through his thrift and in
dustry, a handsome competence, and no less untir
ingly has Mrs. Mairnann labored for the interests
of the family. She now has the only millinery
establiShment in Wauconda and enjoys an excellent
trade. Their social status is with the highest and
they are held in universal esteem.

father born March 25, 1826. and the mother on the

3d of June of that year. They are now engaged
in keeping hotel in Fairfax, Iowa. Of their ten
children six are yet living. The four eldest are
deceased. Mrs. Maimann is the eldest of the sur
viving; Louisa is the wife of Gerhardt Sheuamnn,
a farmer residing near Volo, Ill.; Matilda is the

wife of George Meyer, of Mcllenry County;
Philip, who married Rosa Hornung7 engages in
the butchering business in Fairfax, Iowa; Lizzie is

the wife of Christ Hapke, a resident of Fairfax
and a gentleman of superior musical ability; John
completes the family. For four years he was a
student at Watertown, Wis. in the Sacred Heart
College, one of the most excellent Catholic schools

in the West, and is now pursuing his studies in
Bour Bonnais College in Kankakee. Ill.
As before stated Mr. Maimann has been con
nected with the mercantile interests of Wauconda

W
Y
ELOS R. AMES, who follows farming on
J
section 28. Fremont Township, has the hem 1'
V. " _of being a native citizen of Lake County.
Ilis birth occurred June 4, 1850, and he is the elder
of two sons born unto Henry and Maria (Ray
mond) Ames. His father had been previously
married, his ﬁrst union being with Emeline Bigsby,
a native of New York. The father of our subject
was born near Shoreham, Vt., 1802, but acquired

the greater part of his education in the Empire
State and there engaged in teaching for some years.
In the latter part of hislife he devoted his energies
to farming.
In politics he was a Republican. stanch and true,

and exerted his inﬂuence in behalf of that party.
Leroy Judson Ames, the brother of our subject,

since 1867, when he established business at that

married

place as a merchant tailor. He now carries a full
line of ready made clothing. hats, caps. boots and
shoes, and gents furnishing goods. From the be
ginning his stock has had to be eo‘nstantly enlarged
to meet the growing demands of his trade. and the
liberal patronage which he receiVes affords him a
good income and numbers him among the substan
tial citizens of the community. Mr. Maimann has
with efﬁciency held the ofﬁce of Village Trustee

county.and is now engaged in farming in Fremont

for six terms. which conclusively shows that he has

been a worthy citizen who has had the best interests
of his town and community at heart. He and his
wife are devoted members of the Catholic Church
and contribute liberally to its supper-t. He east

Miss Eliza Leonard, a native of this

Township.

His half brother, A. B. Ames, enlisted

in Muskegon County, in the Third Michigan ln
fantry. on President Lincoln’s first call for three
months' troops.

His regiment was at once ordered

to the front and joined Gen. McClellan's command.
lle participated in the second battle of Bull Run,
the Battle of the \Vilderness, Chancellorsville.
Fredericksburg, Harper's Ferry, seven days’ battle
around Richmond, Antietam and Gettysburg. He
served as Orderly Sergeant to Gen. Stoneman and
subsequently was ordered to Texas, where later he
was honorably discharged. His brother Thomas
J. Ames belongedto Company I, Fifty-ﬁrst Illinois
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Infantry, enlisted in the fall of 1861. The regi

certiﬁcate on account of her age. The younger
members of the family are Lee, who was born De

ment was ordered to Camp Douglas, Chicago, and
was assigned to the Army of the Cumberland.
He was also Orderly Sergeant and participated in

cember 15, 1876; Hibbard, born August 21, 1879,
and Philip D., born February 19, 1884.

With the educational interests of the community
Mr. Ames has been prominently identiﬁed, having
served as School Director for a number of years and
is at present as School Trustee. He has also held the
ofﬁce of Township Assessor for two terms, and in
politics is a Republican. He belongs to Lodge No.

the battles of Lookout Mountain, Stone River,
and the company engaged in the battles of Island

No. 10, and Corinth; he was killed at the battle of
Chiekamauga. His remains were interred on the
ﬁeld where he gallantly and bravely gave his life
for his country.
The advantages aﬂ’orded by the common schools
were all the educational privileges which Dclos
Ames received, but reading and observation has
made him a well-informed man. Heis now engaged
in general farming, owninga ﬁne farm of one hun
dred and forty-ﬁve acres of highly improved land,
pleasantly situated within three miles of Rockefel

643, M. W. of A., of Wauconda.

A man of good

business ability he has through his enterprise, in
dustry and perseverance won a comfortable com
petence, which classes him among the well-to-do
farmers of the community. As a citizen he is public
spirited and progressive and has ever borne his
share in the promotion of the best interests of the
county which has always been his home.

ler, four miles of Wauconda and two miles of the

belt line. His land is improved with excellent out~
buildings, such as indicate the progressive and en
terprising spirit of the owner, and his home is a
beautiful and commodions residence.

ass—saw

On the 9th of November, 1873, Mr. Antes was

\ ATRICK CONNOLY, general merchant and

joined in wedlock with Miss Melmore Price, who
was born in Ohio in January. 1849, but grew to

proprietor of a “Very, sale and boarding
stable of Waukegan, has been a resident of
the city since April, 1869. He was born in
County Monaghan, Ireland, on the 15th of May,
1849, his parents being Patrick and Catherine
(Smith) Connoly, who were also natives of the
Emerald Isle. His education was acquired in the
old country, where the greater part of his youth
ful days were spent. He was a young man of
eighteen years when he bade good-by to his native

womanhood in Michigan. Her father, Philip Price,

was a native of New York, born in 1806, and by
trade was a tailor but afterward engaged in agricult
ural pursuits. He emigrated to Michigan in 1850,
and there resided until his death, which occurred

in 1863, when he was actively engaged in raising
recruits for the SCFVICGJIIN‘ at this time was Super
visor of his township. In his social relations he
was a Master Mason and in politics a stalwart

land and sailed for America, where he had deter
mined to try his fortune, as he believed the advan

Democrat. His wife, whose maiden name was Eu—
nice Stafford,was born in New York, June 30, 1813,

tages aﬂ‘orded by the New World to be superior to
those of the old. Landing from the steamer in
which he sailed, he made his way direct toChieago,
where he spent about a year, and then went to Wis
consin, where he resided until coming to Lake

and died May 16, 1888. For six or seven terms prior l
to her marriage, Mrs. Ames engaged in teaching.
She is a lady of generous impulses, pleasant and
agreeable in manner and has many friends. By her
County, Ill., in April, 1869. He loeated in Wau
marriage she has become the mother of four chil
dren, three sons and adaughter. The latter, Eunice, i kegan, and secured a position as merchant’s clerk
with Mr. Bowles. While serving in his employ,
attended the common schools, was a student under
Mr. Bowles died, and our subject continued in
an able preeeptress in the Classical Institution of
Rockefeller and is now ﬁtting herself for teaching. , charge of the business until 1882, when he em
barked in the livery business, beginning operations
In her ﬁfteenth year she successfully passed the
in that line in the month of March. In 1885 he
teacher's examination but could not be granted a

l
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located near Gurnee, where he and his wife passed
their remaining years. His death, which occurred

began merchandising on his own account, and has
carried on that business continuously since in con
nection with the livery business.
In politics Mr. Connoly is a Democrat, but has
never been an aspirant for public ofﬁce. He was

His wife survived him but four months. They had
lived together OVer ﬁfty-two years and had reared

reared under the auspices of the Catholic Church,

a family of ﬁve children who were an honor to

of which he is still a member, and on coming to
Waukegan, he joined the Independent Order of

their parents.
Both were consistent Christian
people, zealous members of the Baptist Church and
in politics he was a Democrat until the rise of the
Free-soil party, which he supported until the organ
ization of the Republican party. They left ﬁve
children—Albert R. of this sketeh;Edgar M.. now
deceased; James M., resides in Gurnee; Mrs.

Foresters, and now belongs to Court Little Fort,

No. 79, of that organization. Mr. Connoly’s resi
dence in this city covers a period of twenty-two
years. He is widely known as an upright business
man, a stanch Democrat, and a highly respected
citizen. He always takes a ﬁrm stand when called
upon to decide any question, has applied himself
untiringly to his business interests, and has, there
fore. met with the success which rewards industry,
enterprise and perseverance.

M—esEs—w
if) LBER'I‘ R. KNOX is a retired farmer re
'

“

siding in Waukegan. To the early settlers

U of Lake County we are deeply indebted
for our highly improved country and for
the ample means of intellectual and Christian cul
ture. As the following record will show, Mr. Knox
has taken an active, though unostentatious part in
this wonderful development.
He was born in Hillsdale Township, Columbia
County. N. Y., April 24, 1824, and is the product
of two widely different nationalities, namely, the
Irish and the French. The great-grandfather Knox

in December, 1878, was the first in his household.

Louisa Darrow of Columbia County, N. Y.; and
Mrs. Maryett Kidder, a resident of Odell, lll.

Albert R. Knox spent his boyhood days on his
father’s farm and receiVed such mental training as
the district schools and the village academy
afforded. Rear-ed by pious Baptists he early im
bibed the Biblical teachings and at the age of four
teen united with the Baptist Church. Some four
years later he was licensed to preach though for a
livelihood he depended on farming and teaching.
For his services in the latter calling he received
$12 per month and “boarded round.” It was the
custom of the ministers of that faith to hold meet
ings at which one of the number would be called
upon to preach; the sermon to be criticised by the
others. At one of these, a good brother, well
grounded in the doctrines of predestination and the
arguments sustaining it, preached a discourse upon
. that subject. After partaking of the noonday hos
pitalities of a brother, the ministers circled around

the speaker of the morning to criticise the sermon.

emigrated from Ireland to the United States in

Mr. Knox was at his left and the comments began

Colonial days and subsequently one branch of the
family located in Columbia County, N. Y., where

at his right. In turn each preacher gave assent to
the doctrine and made such additional observations
as occurred to him. When it came Mr. Knox's
turn to criticise, the beardless youth threw a dyna
mite bomb, figuratively speaking, in the midst of
the assembled wisdom by frankly saying he did
not believe the doctrine. The minister who had
made the unanswerable arguments (himself being

William Knox, the father of our subject was born,

the date of his birth being 1797. In that county
he married Miss Bethia Bullock, who was two years
his senior. She was a native of Connecticut and
her father served as a teamster in the Revolutionary
War, though a lad of but ﬁfteen years. In girlhood
she emigrated to Dutchess County, N. Y., with her
parents who were among the pioneers of that

county.

Having farmed in his native State until

1854, William Knox came to Lake County and
O

judge) turned to the presumptuous youth, as he

considered him, and said, “Well you will see it
diﬁerently as you get older,” but the older he got
the more he did not see it differently.
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In 1845, Mr. Knox came to Lake County and
deeded eighty acres of land in Avon Township.
Returning to his native county he was married on
January 14, 1846, to Miss Augusta L. Palmer, who
was born in the same county. March

Free-soil candidate of 1848. He has sought neither
great wealth or renown but as a worthy useful
member of society he is best known and most
"highly appreciated.

12, 1825.

Her paternal ancestors came from England settling
in Stonington, Conn. To this family Grant also
traced his ancestry. Her father, William Palmer.
was born in 1786, and died in 1856. Her mother,
whose maiden name was Polly Ressequie. was born

in 1785, and died in 1859. She was descended from
Huguenot ancestors who left France on account of
religious persecution and found a home in America.
The same year of his marriage, Mr. Knox re
turned to Lake County to convert the tract of land
he had bought into a farm and upon it lived some
fourteen years. In 1848, he and his wife, from a
careful study of the Bible, became convinced that
it alone is the Christian’s creed and that all others
are without Divine authority and are so much
crystallized presumption. Possessed of these ideas,
they sought fellowship with the church that makes
the Bible its only rule of faith and practice. They
were among the original members of the Fort Hill
Church of Christ, of which lie was ordained an

Elder. They were also charter members of the
organization at Gurnee, where he served as Elder
and at Waukcgan. Mr. Knox has always been an
earnest worker in the church and for some forty
years has occasionally preached to the brethren.

During the war he lived in \Vaukegan and while
there served as Supervisor of the Fourth Ward and
also on the Board of Education. At the close of
the struggle, he returned to his farm in Waukegan
Township and there made his home until 1890,
when he again came to this city.
Mrs. Knox was called to her ﬁnal rest January
‘2, 1883. Their family numbered four children-—
Dr. R. C. Knox,a practicing physician of Oak

Moﬁaéeww
7 AMES GAINER, proprietor of a restaurant,

l
‘

is classed among the wide-awake and enter
prising young business men of Waucouda,
r :,
where he now has a good trade and is do
ing a thriving business. He is a native of Cook
County, Ill, having been born on the 13th of
August, 1862, and is the only son in a family of
eight children, whose parents are Edward and

Eliza (Hull) Gainer.

His father was born in the

Green Mountain State about 1833 and his mother,

a native of Canada, was born in [846. By trade
Edward Gainer is a carpenter but has engaged in
agricultural pursuits for many years. He came to
this county in 1852 and entered eighty acres of
wild land from the Government in Ela Township,
which he cleared and improved, thereby develop
ing a good farm. He and his wife yet make their
home in Ela Township and now have a'neat sum
mer hotel known as the Elm Tree House, beauti

fully located on the bank of Lake Zurich. where
their guests are surrounded with every comfort and
convenience. Mr. Gainer has throughout his life
supported the Democratic party and is a man who
takes an active interest in all that pertains to the
upbuilding and welfare of his town and county.
Of the family James is the eldest; Ann is living in
Ela Township; Marian is the wife of Frank Loomis,

a carpenter and builder of Kenosba, Wis; Ada is
the wife of Miles Fuller, who occupies the position
as foreman in a tannery of Kenosha, Wis; Edith
is the wife of Arthur James, a farmer, and also a

of ﬁfteen years; Louise A., wife of Prof. D. S.

proprietor of a hotel in Iowa; Birdie, Hattie and
Persis are still at home with their parents.
After attending the common schools, James

Kelley of the Kansas State Normal, located at
Emporia.
Since the rise of the Republican party, Mr.
Knox has affiliated with that political organization
though his ﬁrst Presidential vote was cast .for the

course of study in the schools of Palatine, which
ﬁtted him for the practical life he is now leading.
In his earlier years_he engaged in various pursuits.
having followed carpentering. was a machinist and

Glen, Ill, ; Amorette A., wife of George J. Minskey,

a resident of Waukcgau ; Herbert E. died at the age

Gainer, whose name heads this sketch, pursued a
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also engaged in farming, but for some time past he
has carried on merchandising. Ile established a
restaurant and confectionery store, where he is nOw
doing a good business. His restaurant is ﬁrst-class
in every particular, the rooms are commodious
and well appointed and the cuisine is one of the
best in this part of the county. He is also propri
etor ofa livery stable, where he has a complete
line of carriages and everything to supply the de
mands of those wishing to ride for pleasure. Mr.
Gainer’s success is due to his own efforts. By his
industry, perseverance and good management he
has built up an excellent trade and well deserves
to be numbered among the enterprising, progress
ive and successful young men of Wauconda.
On Christmas Day of 1889 Mr. Gainer led tothe
marriage altar Miss Nettie Briggs, of Ela 'l‘own

country during the War of 1812, participated in the
battle of Sackett’s Harbor and in later years was
awarded a pension in recognition of his services.
Ile learned the carpenter’s trade and becoming a
contractor and builder followed that business as
long as his health permitted. He died in Delaware
County, N. Y., about 1878, at the age of eighty
four years but was buried near his old home in
Columbia County. Ilis wife whose maiden name
was Maria Wagner, was a native of New York, and
was of German descent. Her death occurred in 1854.
Their family numbered ﬁve sons and ﬁve daughters
as follows: Mrs. Fidelia Tipple, now deceased;
Mrs. Fannie I’almer, who is living in ()tsego
County, N. Y.; Mrs. Caroline Coon,a widow living

ship, who is the third in a family of seven children,

State; Henry, of this sketch; William a well-to-do

in New York; Betsy, deceased; Philip, who died
in infancy; Peter, :1 wagon-maker of the Empire

citizen now living a retired life in Greenbnsh, N.
three sons and four daughters, of whom four are
Y.; Lorenzo, who is living retired in Columbia
yet living. For more especial mention of her fam
I
County;
and Sarah, wife of William McNeil, also
ily see the sketch of Mrs. Sarah Jane Briggs,
of that county.
which is given on another page of this work.
Under the parental roof our subject was reared
Since attaining his majority, Mr. Gainer has sup
to manhood and at the age of fourteen he began
ported the Democratie party, his ﬁrst vote having
his business career. He studied for two years in a
been cast for Grover Cleveland. He is pro
doctor’s ofﬁce and then entered a drug store, after
nounced in his political views and is a stanch ad
which he worked for nine years in a gristmill and
vocate of the principles of Democracy. Public
upon a farm. In 1850, he was joined in wedlock
spirited, he giVes his support to all worthy enter
with Mary E. Bain of Columbia County, where she
prises calculated to beneﬁt the community and
was born January 8, 1826. She is the third in a
such has been his life that by all who know him
family of ﬁve children whose parents were John
he is held in high esteem.
and Sallie (Stickies) Bain.

Her father, also a

native of Columbia County, N. Y., was an agricul
-15—'=a—-%E=5~~
turist by occupation.

He spent his entire life in

the county of his nativity, and,dying at the age of
ax ENRY W. llIIMPIIREY, a retired farmer

residing on section 27, Antioch Township,
has for thirty-six years been a resident of
i, the county. He was born on the 27th of
May, 1826, in Columbia County, N. Y., where for
four generations the family had resided. His
grandfather, David Humphrey, was a New York
farmer and married Permelia Brown, by whom he
had seven children, three sons and four daughters.

The eldest, Rufus, was the father of our subject.
He was reared on the old homestead and received
excellent educational advantages. He served his

sixty years, his remains were interred in the ceme
tery near his home.

In politics he was a stalwart

Whig, warmly advocating the principles of that
party. His wife died at the advanced age of eighty
ﬁve years. She was a devout member of the
Presbyterian Church and the sincere Christian life
which she led won her the conﬁdence and love of
all who knew her. In their family were William,
who married Miss Catherine Smith and died in
Washington in 1887. He was a retired farmer at
the time and his wife is also now deceased; Norman

who wedded Miss Mary Ann Proseus, a native of
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New York, was a. farmer of Columbia County, N.
Y., and died in the winter of 1890.

His wife still

survives him. Mrs. Humphrey is the next younger.
Sarah Ann is the wife of Friend Miller, a retired

farmer of Columbia. County. N. Y. John, who
married Miss Hannah Smith and followed farming,
died at his home in this county in 1885. llis
widow is also living. Mrs. Humphrey acquired
her early education in the common schools and her
girlhood days were spent on her father’s farm until
her marriage.
For three years succeeding his marriage, Mr.
Humphrey engaged in business as miller and incr
chant of Chatham. His health caused him to
abandon that work and for two years he followed
farming. in 1855, he reached lllinois and after a
time settled upon the Jones place on section 28,
Antioch Township, purchasing two hundred acres
of land in company with his brother-in-law, Wil
liam Bain. Houses were built and improvements
made and he continued to reside upon that farm
for ten years, when he sold out to his partner and '
made purchase of one hundred and ﬁve acres on
section 27. He has placed upon that farm many
excellent improvements, both useful and orna
mental and his home withits surroundings, all neat
and orderly in appearance, give evidence of care
ful management. For about seven years his son
has had charge of the farm.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Humphrey have been born
two children. Carrie, who was born in Bristol,
Kenosha County, Wis., is the wife of Thomas
White, a resident of Lyons, Neb.; Charles was
born on the MacDougall farm, married Ella Van
Patton, and is now operating the home farm. He
is one of the wide awake and enterprising young
men of the community. He attended college in
Columbia County, N. Y., and Carrie was a student
in the schools of Waukegan. Thus both received
educational advantages which ably ﬁtted them for
the duties of life.
Mr. Humphrey has held a number of positions
of trust, having been Assessor, Trustee, etc., and

the duties of these offices have ever been faithfully
discharged
He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Zachary Taylor and supported the Whig party
until I856, when he voted the Republican ticket

and since been a member of that party. He was
personally acquainted with Martin Van Buren, to
whom when a young man, he often sold chickens
and was paid in cheques, which he had to get cashed
at the old bank of Kinder-hook. His life has been
such as to win him the conﬁdence and regard of all
with whom he has come in contact and he is well
and favorably known throughout the county. He
deserves great credit for his success in life, for his
possessions have all been acquired through his own
unaided effort.

s >ase<
//‘ HARLES WEBB, who is engaged in general
6 farming on section l4, Antioch Township.
is one of the early settlers of the county.
On the last day of May, 1843, he reached Kcnosha,

Wis., and from that time up to the present has
been identiﬁed with the agricultural interests of
this community. He is known as a worthy and
highly respected citizen and deserves representa
tion in this volume.
The Webb family was founded in New York at an
early day. The grandfather of our subject, Wil
liam Webb, died in that State, and Chase Webb,
his father, there grew to manhood. and in Provi
dence. R. I., learned the carpenter’s trade. ' ()n re
moving to Ulster County, N. Y., he became a ma

chinist in a cotton factory. When our subject was
two years old he removed to llerkimer County,
N. Y. His death occurred on the 30th of August,
1850, and his wife passed away in February, 1848.

Of the 'ten children born unto this worthy couple
four are now living: Charles, of this sketch, Mrs.
Ann Blaker of New York, Christopher and Ira.
Our subject was born in Ulster County, N. Y.,

September 20, 1813, and attended the subscription
schools of that State. He remained under the
parental roof until he had attained his majority
when he left home, and on the 4th of January,

1835. married Miss Lucy Briggs, a native of New
York. He then engaged in farming on shares,
following that pursuit in the Empire State until
1843, when, as before stated, be cast his lot with

the early settlers of Lake County, lll., entering
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eighty acres of land on section 14, Antioch Town
ship. That tract was entirely destitute of improve
ments. the country round about was wild and the
homes of the settlers were mostly log cabins. His
trading places were Chicago, Kenosha and Wauke
gan. He has been an eye-witness of the growth
and development of the county, has seen towns
and villages spring up and the work of transfor
mation carried forward so rapidly that one would
not recognize the Lake County of today as an
outgrowth of that of forty years ago. Mr. Webb
is now the owner of two hundred acres of richly
cultivated land which yields to him a golden trib
ute for the care and labor he bestows upon it.
Mrs. Webb enjoyed her new home for a number
of years but in 1860 was called to her ﬁnal rest.
She left seven children, of whom the following
are now living: Mrs. A. P. Ames; Edwin, who
served in the Ninety-sixth Illinois Regiment dur
ing the war and is now a resident of Chicago;
Erwin. a farmer of Eﬁingharn County, 111.; Ann,
wife of I. D. Brunson. of Seattle, Wash.; Danzil,

who was in the Thirty-ninth Illinois Veteran Regi
ment and died in Tombstone, Ariz., and Willis, a

real-estate dealer of Fort Scott, Kan. Mr. Webb
was again married January 20, 1863, his second
union being with Marilla Bronson, a native of

llerkimer County, N. Y., and unto them have been
born four children: Genevieve, who was educated
at the Valparaiso Normal of Indiana, and is now a
successful school teacher;

Jose, who is teaching in

Deer-ﬁeld, Lake County; Ira, who was a student at
Valparaiso, and Leila, who is now completing her

education in that institution. Mr. Webb was de
sirous that his children should all be well educated
and thereby be prepared for the duties of life. He
himself is a well-informed man. Although his
school training was very limited, by reading, study
and observation he has acquired a fund of general
kn0wledge and can converse intelligently upon
almost every subject introduced. We ﬁnd him in
1840 proudly casting his ﬁrst vote, whereby he
supported Martin Van Buren. He aﬂiliated with
the Free-soil party and in 1856 joined the Republi
cans, supporting Fremont. He is an inﬂuential
man of that party and has often attended its county,
district and State conventions. He started in life
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with nothing but his hands and brain to w0rk out
for him either success or misfortune. Resolving
that it should be the former he has labored untir
ingly and by good management, industry and per
severance has acquired a handsome property.

~~— Wm
nent and inﬂuential citizens of Waucouda’
was born in Stamford, Vt., that home of

the Green Mountain Boys who won fame
in the Revolution, his birth occurring January 16,

1840.

He traces his ancestry back to the Puritan

Fathers, who in the early part of the seventeenth

century landed on the shores of America. Major
Aaron Cook, the founder of the family in this
country, was born in England about 1610, and

died in Northampton, Mass, in September, 1690,
at the age of eighty years. He married a Miss
Ford, and their son, Capt. Aaron Cook, was born
in Windsor, Conn., in February, 1640. On the
29th of May, 1661, he married Sarah, only daugh
ter-of William Westwood, and she died in Hadley.
Mass, in 1730, at the age of eighty-six years.
Capt. Cook died in Hadley, in September, 1716.
Their second son, Lieut. Westwood Cook, born
in Hadley, Mass., in March, 1670, was married in

1692, to Sarah Coleman. He died in 1744, at the
age of seventy-four years, and his wife died in
Hadley in 1772. Their oldest son, Ensign Noah
Cook, was born in Hadley, Mass, in 1694, and

there died in 1760, at the age of sixty-six years.
He was married in 1716, to Sarah Marsh, who died
in 1747. Their youngest son, Lieut. Noah Cook.
was born in Hadley, Mass, in 1730, in 1748 wedded

Keziah Parson, who was born in Northampton,
Mass, in 1728, and his death occurred in April,

1796, at the age of sixty-six years. His wife died
in Hadley, in April, 1809. Their ﬁfth son, Ensign
Timothy Cook, was born in Hadley in November,
1756, and died at Stamford, Vt., in September,
1821, at the age of sixty-four years.

He was mar

ried to his second wife in 1799, she having formerly
been Hepzebeth Oakes, of Keene, N. H.

She died

in Stamford, Vt., in November, 1820. Their oldest

son, Capt. Andrew Cook, who was born in'Stam
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ford, Vt., November 5, 1801, was married Decem

ber 10,1830, to Mary Oakes, who was born in
Athol, Mass. September 13, 1807, and is now a

resident of Wauconda. The husband died De
cember 31,1884. This worthy couple were the
parents of our subject.
Andrew Cook was a farmer by occupation and
served in the State Militia of Vermont. His son
Arthur now has in his possession an old commission
which reads as follows:
“William A. Palmer, Governor of the State of
Vermont, does hereby commission Mr. Andrew
Cook, this commission showing that he was duly
elected First Lieutenant in the Seventh Company
in the First Regiment, First Brigade and Second
Division. This commission was granted at Mont
pelier, Vt., this year of our Lord Christ one thou
sand eight hundred and thirty-four.”
He also has another commission which made him
Captain of the Seventh Company of Militia'of the
First Regiment, First Brigade and Second Division
which was granted by Gov. Silas H. Jenison of
Vermont, April 16, 1836. Andrew Cook cast his
ﬁrst Presidential vote during the second Presiden

tial Administration of the United States.

He died

December 31, 1884, at the advanced age of eighty

tbree years but his widow still survives him and
is living in W'auconda, whither they emigrated in
1840 from the Green Mountain State, traveling by
way of the Erie Canal and the Great Lakes to
Chicago, and thence by wagon. They were among
the earliest pioneers of this vicinity and were
highly respected people.

In the family of Andrew

and Mary Cook were thirteen children: Homer, a
prominent attorney of Waukegan, who is married
and resides in that city; Monroe, who is married
and follows farming in Wauconda Township; Mary
Ann, widow of A. B. Foster, is living in Minne
sota; Zilpah is the wife of John \Veagant, a resi
dent farmer of Minnesota: Arthur is the next
younger; the sixth and eighth children died in
infancy; Rodman, the seventh child, died at the
age of twenty-one years; three others died in early

During his infancy, Arthur Cook’s parents emi
grated to Lake County where his entire life has
been spent. The days of his boyhood and youth
were passed in the usual manner of farmer lads,
save perhaps the region in which he was reared was
more wild and unsettled. He acquired his educa
tion in the Wauconda public schools and the Wau
conda Academy, and with a good school training
as a basis he has worked out for himself an hon
ored, useful and successful career. He was one of
the loyal Union soldiers during the late war. En
listing on the 9th ofAugust, l862, he was assigned
to Company B, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, and
was sent to Camp Rockford for drill, and there
mustered into the United States service September
5, 1862. The regiment became part of Gen. Gor
don’s Grangers and their ﬁeld of operation was in
the State of Kentucky on the reserve corps of the
Army of the Cumberland. They went from Cov
ington to Lexington, l(y., thence to Danville and
Louisville, and down the Ohio River and up the
Cumberland to Nashville, then on to Franklin,
Tenn., after which the regiment entered upon the
campaign at Chattanooga under Gen. Rosencrans.
The ﬁrst battle in which Mr. Cook participated
was at Chickamauga and though it was one of the
hardest fought engagements of the war he did not
receive a scratch. Ilis regimental ﬂag was the ﬁrst
which ﬂoated to the breeze from the top of Look
out Mountain and from that point the Ninety
sixth Illinois witnessed the terrible yet thrilling
battle of Missionary Ridge. They participated in
the battle of Rocky Face Ridge, Dalton, Ga., Re
saca, Ga., Peach Tree Creek and Kenesaw Moun
tain and was under a galling ﬁre for one hundred
days during the siege of Atlanta where many a

poor soldier boy shed his life-blood in defense of
his country but Mr. Cook escaped uninjured.
While on the Atlanta campaign the regiment was
attached to the Fourth Army Corps under Gen.
Thomas and commanded by D. S. Stanley, but the
Fourth and Twenty-third Corps were detached to
do battle against Gen. Hood’s Army, while Gen.

life; Lavina is the wife of A. J. Raymond, a farmer

Sherman led his victorious troops from Atlanta to

of Volo, Lake County; and Lucy, the youngest of
the family, is the wife of William Clough, a suc
cessful farmer of \Vauconda.

the sea. Then came the terrible and bloody battle
of Franklin, Tenn., one of the hardest fought of

the war, considering the number of men engaged
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at the time. The Union forces next fell back to
Nashville where they again met the enemy in bat
tle and the regiment to which Mr. Cook belonged
was the one that carried the works at the ﬁrst
charge. The Union troops followed Hood’s Army
on to Huntsville, Ala., and thence to Bull’s Gap,
but about this time Gen. Lee surrendered his army
at Appomattox, Va., and the Ninety-sixth Illinois
was mustered out of service at Nashville, 'I‘enn., on
the 10th of June, 1865. Mr. Cook returned with
many of his comrades to Chicago, where he was
honorably discharged and returned home after
being paid 011’ in that city. For almost three
years he had faithfully served his country, was
never known to shirk duty but was always found
at his post doing the task assigned him. Although
he took part in many hard-fought battles he was
never wounded or taken prisoner. neither was he
ever in the hospital. His army experience had an
opposite effect upon him to that which it produced
with the majority of soldiers. On entering the
service be weighed only one hundred and twenty
two pounds and when discharged his weight. was
one hundred and sixty-nine pounds.
Not long after his return home, Mr. Cook was,
married in Wauconda, Ill., on the 22d of July,
1866, to Miss Laura E. Todd, a native of Lake

County, and a daughter of L. H. and Elvira Todd,
a sketch of whom is given elsewhere in this work.
By their union have been born seven children, four
sons and three daughters. They lost their ﬁrst
born, Lewis A., who died at the age of two years;
Anna R., who was liberally educated, became a
' successful teacher of the county, and afterward
married August Stoxcn, a merchant of Wauconda.

Jay W. is now engaged in business with Mr. Stoxen,
and displays excellent foresight and ability. Roy
died in infancy. The younger members of the
family are Avis V., aged ten years; HomerT., aged
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years served as School Director, doing much for
the advancement of the cause of education during
that time and for the excellence of the Wauconda
schools. He has held the ofﬁces of Collector and
Assessor of his township for a number of terms
and his duties were ever promptly and faithfully
discharged. He was the ﬁrst Commander of the
ﬁrst Grand Army Post in Lake County, which
lodge was located at Wauconda. and is known as
Wauconda Post, No. 368, G. A. R. The Post now
numbers about ﬁfty members and is in a ﬂourishing
condition. Mr. Cook is the present ,Sergeant
Major. Ilis wife was chiefly instrumental in or
ganizing the Relief Corps, an auxiliary to the Post,
and has held all the important ofﬁces in that lodge.
There are now twenty members in good standing
connected with the corps. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Cook are benevolent people, charitable to all and
have given liberally to the needy as well as to
those enterprises which are calculated to upbuild
the community or promote the general welfare.
They are representatives of the oldest and most
prominent families, the Cooks and Todds, in the
township of Wauconda and their acquaintance is
extensive, while by all who know them they are.
held in high esteem. They expect to make Wau
conda their future home and surrounded by their
many friends they will doubtless spend their re
maining years in unalloyed happiness.

Mme—w
"'7OHN AYNSLI'IY resides on section 35, Fre
‘ mont Township. This work would be in
complete without the sketch of so prominent
(
a citizen as our subject. He is a native of
England, having been born at Newcastle-on-Tyne,
December 26, 1815. Ilis father, John Aynsley,

Sr., was also born at that place, in 1782. and was a
eight years; and Ruby J., who has seen only six
successful English farmer. His father was the
, summers.
bailiff of alarge lauded estate, and he inherited
Since attaining his majority, Mr. Cook has been
great wealth, which he also largely increased.
a supporter of the Republican party. a warm advo
cate of its principles and is always to be seen in i During the time of the threatened invasion by
the county conventions where his opinions are re- | Napoleon he raised a cavalry company, and was
ceived with respect. He is one of the useful and I one of the prominent men of the community. He

valued citizens of the community and for twelve

married Barbara Weatherborn, who was born in
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Newcastle and died in 1816, when our subject was
an infant. She was descended from one of the
noted families of her native land. After her death

The mother died when Mrs. Aynsley was quite
young, and the father died in 1828. He was a

Mr. Aynsley was married, in 1817, to Jane Green,

cessful business on the Bloomingdale road out of
New York. He did business with such men as
Peter Cooper, John A. Harrison and other promi
nent pcrsonages. Mrs. Aynsley was born in a
house owned by the philanthopist Peter Cooper,
with whom she was personally acquainted, and has
as a souvenir a book of accounts of 1828, kept by

and they emigrated to this country, becoming resi
dents of Halifax, Nova Scotia, where they spent
the remainder of their lives, the husband engaging
in farming and lumbering. Our subject is the young
est of six children, and the only one now living.
The others were Joseph Bell, Mary, Jehu, Eleanor

and Matthew.
John Aynsley, whose name heads this record,
resided upon his father's farm until fourteen years
of age, when he began serving a three years’ ap
prenticeship to the carrier's trade. At the age of
seventeen he crossed the Atlantic to Boston, where

he completed his trade, following it for some time.
In 1836, when twenty-one years of age. he returned
to his native land to attend to affairs connected
with the estate. After a year he again came to
America and worked for one month in the hay ﬁeld
for the small sum of 86. This depression in prices
was caused by the ﬁnancial panic of 1837. As he
could ﬁnd no work at his trade, he accepted a posi
tion as foreman over a body of men in the employ
of H. H. Haight, a prominent gentleman of New
York. . He served for four months. at $12 a month,

and during that time was on the look-out for work
at his chosen trade. At length be secured a lucra
tive position in Newburg, N. Y., and informed his
employer that he would leave when the four months,
had expired. Mr. Aynsley had proved a trusty and
faithful eznployc, and when Mr. Haight learned of
his intention, he said: "Well, John, if you will
go away (and I do not blame you, since you have
a trade which will yield you more than I can give)
remember you shall always have a sterling friend
in H. II. Haight.” He worked for a time in New
burg, N. Y., and was then engaged as a journeyman
in New York City until 1839, when he formed a
partnership with Thomas Rawson in New York
City, the connection continuing until 1842.
In the meantime, on the 20th of November,
1840, Mr. Aynsley led to the marriage altar Miss
Hannah P. Hall, who was born in New York City,
January 17, 1821, and is a daughter of Richard P.

and Elizabeth (Pinder) Hall, natives of England.

tanner and currier by trade, and carried on a suc

John A. Harrison, who was then her father's book

keeper. He became a noted traveler and business
man, and visited many places of Europe. Mrs.
Aynsley also has in her possession some old Eng
lish heirlooms of the Aynsley and Hall families.
Her aunt, Mary Harrison, was a lady of renown in
the higher circles of Engliin life, and was in cor
respondence with the Queen as well as others of the
nobility of England.
Unto our subject and his wife have been born
three children—Eleanor E., the eldest, is the wife

of George 11. Brown. of Fremont Township, who
served in the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry,and is a
successful farmer.

She was born in Ohio, educated

in the Waukegan High School, and has been a suc
cessful teacher for several years. They have three
children. Henrietta, who graduated under Prof.
Farnsworth, one of the oldest educators, and also

engaged in teaching for a while, is the wife of John
H. Cronkhite, a native of Lake County, now resid

ing in Rockefeller.
three children.

Their family also numbers

John, who

was also a student

under Prof. Farnsworth, married Hepseh Wells,
who was born in Wauconda Township and educated
in the Wauconda Academy. He is a prominent
farmer and successful stockraiser. Their family
numbers two children.
In 1842 Mr. Aynsley left the East, emigrating
to Willoughby, Ohio, where he carried on a tannery
for three years, and then came to Lake County,
Ill., in 1845.

With a friend he entered three bun

dred acres of land in Fremont Township, and
builtalittlc frame house 14x20 feet. No other
habitation was visible from his home, and the work

of development and progress seemed scarcely
begun. Our subject and his estimable wife are
numbered among the honored pioneers of this
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community, and have ever been held in the highest
esteem f0r their sterling worth and integrity. In
politics he was in early life a Whig, having been
induced to join that party by James Harper, of the
well-known ﬁrm of Harper Bros. The ﬁnancial
panic of 1837 served to cure him of any desire to
support the opposite party, and be cast his ﬁrst vote
for James K. Polk. Since the organization of the
Republican party he has been one of its stanch
supporters, and has taken an active interest in
political affairs, but has never been an ofﬁce seeker.

The excellence of the public schools in this com
munity is due in a great measure to Mr. Aynsley,
who has exerted his power and inﬂuence to the
utmost to secure the most competent teachers. His

inﬂuence for good has been felt throughout this
locality. He and his wife are devoted members of
the Episcopal Church, and have given liberally to
its support.
In his business affairs, our subject has met with
success. Farming has been his principal occupa
tion through life, but in 1850, he caught the gold

ding day half a century ago, when John Aynsiey
and Hannah Hall started on life’s journey together.
Mrs. R. Ferris, of Gilmer, lll., indited a little
poem relative to the event, which read as follows:

1840.

comma wsnmun.

1890.

“ ’Tis ﬁfty years ago today,
Since John and I were Wed;
Our hearts have been both sad, and gay,
We’ve always been well fed.
Up hill and down our way has been,
But John is the Same true lover;

I might have fared not half so well,
Had I hunted the wide world over.
Fifty years ago to-day
I was John’s happy bride,
With heart of love and joy
I stood by his side.
Hand in hand we’re trudging on,
The harbor is in sight,
God is good to spare our'lives,
He doeih all things right."

gold fever, took his family to their relatives in New

York, and then left for California, where he spent
about thirteen months in the gold mines, meeting
He went by

ch NDREW B. HERMANN resides on section

way of the Panama route, and returned by way of
the Nicaragua route across Central America. He
experienced some heavy storms around Cape Hat
teras, but no accidents marred the voyage. Re

25, Antioch Township.
Of the many
J
citizens which Germany has furnished to
C
Lake County, none are more deserving of
special mention in this volume than the gentleman
whose name heads this sketch. He was born in
Baden, Germany, November 29, l834.and is a son

with fair success in his operations.

joining his wife and children, he again brought

them to Fremont Township. where they have since
resided. The Aynsley estate comprises ﬁve hun

dred and eight acres of valuable land under a high
state of cultivation, and improved with all the
equipments of a model farm. The pleasant and
commodious home and the ﬁne outbuildings were
all erected by the Owner and stand as monuments
to his thrift and enterprise. The residence is the
abode of hospitality, and the members of the fam
ily figure proinine ntly in social circles.
On the 20th of November, 1890, Mr. and Mrs.
Aynsley celebrated their golden wedding, and at
their beautiful country home were present their

children with their husbands and wives, numbering
fourteen, their grandchildren and other near rela
who met together in commemoration of that wed

of Charles and Julia (Spitzmueller) Hermann. His

father was born in Baden, January 7, 1813, and
with the grandfather of our subject learned the
shoemaker’s trade.
In 1834 he married Miss
Spitzmueller. who was born in 1814. Their only
son is our subject. In 1851, having biddcn good
bye to friends and native land, they emigrated to
America, settling in Buffalo, where they resided
for two years. In 1853 they came to Waukegan,
where Mr. Herman worked for seven years at his
trade.

In March, 1858, he settled on the farm

now owned by our subject, purchasing thirty acres
which he afterward increased. From that time
forward until his death he engaged in agricultural
pursuits. He passed away on the 15th of October,
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1888, respected by all who knew him. His wife
still survives him and in the home of her son is
surrounded by many comforts and attentions dur
ing her declining years.
Andrew Hermann is now the owner of the farm
which his father purchased a third of a century
ago. He aided in placing many of the improve
ments upon it and developing its richly cultivated
ﬁelds. In his youth he learned the shoemaker’s
trade, which he followed in Waukegan for some
time. It was during his residence there that on
the l-lth of July, 1853, he was united in marriage
with Miss Maria Ann Scholl. who was born July
18, 1830, in Alsace, France, and came to America

in 1851. Her mother died across the water but
her father spent his last days in Antioch Town
ship. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hermann have been
born eleven children: William, who married
Amelia Selter and is now engaged in farming in
Dakota; Andrew, who married Mina Yopp and is
a farmer in Dakota;

Charles E., who married

township. In politics he is a Republican. His
generous spirit has led him to give assistance to
many emigrants of his native land who have
sought homes in this country.

WW
well deserves representation in this volume
for since an early day its members have
been connected with the history and up
building of the county. especially with the growth
and progress of Wauconda. The gentleman whose
name heads this sketch, was born in Northampton
shire, England, November 11, 1819. He had two
brothers, Samuel and William, but both died in

their native land. Richard Baseley acquired a
common school education and learned the baker’s
trade. which he followed during his early life. At
the age of twenty-six he led to the marriage altar,

Josephine Yopp and resides on Bluff Lake; Caro

May 10, 1847, Miss Sarah A. Case, who was born

line, wife of Fred Burns, of Virginia; Mary. wife
of Ward Little, of North Dakota; Theresa, wife of
Horace J. Middendortf of Antioch; Albert, who

November, 1849, they boarded a Westward bound

married Annie Brogan and operates the home farm;
Josephine, wife of George Cropper, of Chicago;
Mina, wife of George Huber, who resides at Lake
Villa: and Henry and Frank. Mr. Hermann pro
vided his children good educational advantages
and has lived to see them become useful men and
women and respected members of society in
the communities where they reside.
In 1860 the family removed to Antioch Town
ship, Mr. Hermann working a farm for Henry
Middendorff for three years. He then boughta
farm of Eﬁnger & Yopp 0n Bluff Lake, which he
sold in 1865, purchasing his present farm of sixty
acres, the boundaries of which have since

been

in Long Backby, England.

Two years later in

sailing-vessel at Liverpool, and after astormy voy
age of seven weeks across the Atlantic, landed in
New York City. They started at once for the far
West, traveling by way of the Erie Canal and the
Great Lakes to Kenosha, \Vis., and thence to Little

Fort, now Waukegan, where they arrived with a
capital 0f only $1. On foot they traveled from
Waukegan to Diamond Lake, where they remained
for about six years, during which time by their industry, economy and perseverance they had suc
ceeded in getting a start in life, having accumu
lated some capital. In 1856 they came to Wau
conda, and from that time until called to their final
rest were identified with the growth and interests

of the village.

Their ﬁrst home was the ﬁrst log

extended until now it comprises two hundred
and twenty-eight acres. In these later years the
son has managed the agricultural interests while
he carries on a hotel. For the past sixteen years
he has entertained summer boarders and has built
a roomy and comfortable hotel which will accom
modate ﬁfty guests. He is doing a good business

prises and was especially interested in the cause of

and is ranked among the substantial citizens of the

education, doing all in his power to advance the

cabin ever built in Wauconda, it having

been

erected by Daniel Hubbard. Whatever tended to
beneﬁt the community or promotethc general wel
fare, to that Mr. Baseley gave his support, and he
was numbered among the valued citizens of the
community. He was a friend to all worthy enter
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excellence of the schools in this community. in
politics he was a Whig until the dissolution of the
party, when he became a stanch Republican. He
and his wife were devoted members of the Metho
dist Church, and contributed liberally to its sup
port.

The death of Mr. Bascley occurred on the 22d
of February, 1873, at the age of ﬁfty-three years.
His wife survived him for eighteen years, and died
at her home in Wauconda, February 1, 1891, at

the age of sixty-ﬁve years. She was laid by his
side in the beautiful Wauconda Cemetery and a
ﬁne monument marks their last resting place,
erected to their memory by their son Albert. By
all who knew them they were held in high esteem,
and many friends sympathized with the children in
their loss.
The family of Mr. Baseley numbered six sons
and two daughters. but the eldest died in infancy:

Township, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this
work; George is a resident farmer of Fremont
Township; John married Etta Wallace, a native of
Wisconsin, and is engaged in agricultural pursuits
in Fremont Township; Richard married Jennie A.
Boone, a native of Oregon, and followed farming
and stock-raising until his death, which occurred at
the age of twenty-three; Mary E., the youngest of
the family, resides with her brother Albert. She
was educated in the Wauconda Academy, and since
her mother's death has had entire charge of the
home. The members of the Baseley family are now
all useful and industrious men and women, and re

spected members of society.

-. "ca-aazgmaiaw

OEL B. THOMAS, who: resides on section

William was educated in the common schools, and

began life for himself at the age of twenty—one.
He follows the trade of a carpenter and joiner in
Wauconda, and by his eﬂlcieut work and upright
dealing has won a liberal patronge. He married
Miss Alice West, a native of Wisconsin, December

’\

34, Fremont Township, is one of the hon-'
: ored pioneers of the county and well deserves

\gij representation in this volume. He was born
in Massachusetts,February 8, 1821, and is a grand

son of one of the Revolutionary heroes. His par
ents were Richard and Dolly (Twiss) Thomas, both

24, 1851, and unto them have been born nine chil

natives of Massachusetts, the former born in 1783,

dren—Richard, Mortimer, Willie, Tracey, Orlin,

and the latter in 1797. The father (lied in 1863,
and his wife was called to her ﬁnal rest in 1850.
Their family numbered eleven children, of whom
four are yet living—Albert, who served as a cav
alryman of the Mexican W'ar and was honorably
discharged at St. Louis. after which he wore the

Joel, Fred, Elsie and Nellie. William Baseley has
supported the Republican party since casting his
ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen. Grant, and has ﬁlled
the ofﬁces of Village Marshal and Street Commis
sioner. He is one of the Modern Woodmen of
Wauconda. By the citizens of Wauconda they are
held in high esteem by for their social virtues. Al
bert, the second of the family, was born May 19,

1853, and his educational advantages were such as
the common schools aﬂ’orded. He is classed among
the most industrious citizens and leading business
men of Wauconda, and is an expert carpenter, his
excellent work securing him a ﬁne trade. He too
is a Republican, and has held the ofﬁce of Street
Commissioner, displaying while in that position the
same ﬁdelity to duty which characterizes his busi
ness life. Nine years ago he removed to the old
log house, and upon its site erected a modern two
story building, one of the neatest in the village.
Thirza is the wife of James Wells, of Wauconda

blue in the late war, married and is now living in

New England; Philip, who was a First Lieutenant
in the late war and for a time was conﬁned in the
hospital on account of sickness which caused per
manent injury to his health, is married and resides
in Vermont, where he follows his trade of carpen
tering. Velina is the wife of Esz L. Ashley, a
successful farmer of La Salle County, Ill.
Joel Thomas, who was the fourth in order of

birth in the family. received only such educational
advantages as the common schools afforded and
when a youth he learned the trade of a carpenter.
Ile emigrated from his native State to the West in
September, 1840, making the trip by steamboat
and stage to Chicago which was then a small vil
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lagc of about three thousand inhabitants. He
came to Lake County and purchased of Mr. Kemp
a claim of two hundred acres, paying $35 for the
same. His capital at that time consisted of $100,
but with characteristic energy he began life in the
West, determined to win success.

Not a furrow

had been turned or an improvement made upon his
land but he at once began clearing it and in the
conrse of time developed a ﬁne farm which yielded
him a good income as the reward for his care and
cultivation.
May 9, 1849, Mr. Thomas was united in marriage
with Miss Hannah Z. Doolittle, who was born in

Ohio, January 31,1830, and was a daughter of
Zerah and Lavina (Hart) Doolittle, the formera
native of New York and a blacksmith by trade and
the latter a native of Connecticut. Eight children
were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, three sons
and ﬁve daughters, but the two eldest, Emma J.
and Luella are now deceased; Frank, whose sketch
we give below is the next in order of birth; Mary
and Joseph, twins, and Eddie are all deceased;

Jennie, who supplemented her early education by
a course in the Barrington High School, is now en
gaged in teaching ‘music, possessing considerable
ability in that direction; Anna Eliza has also passed
away.
The parents of this family are both members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church and in politics
Mr. Thomas is a Republican, having supported
that party since its organization. He takes consid
erable interest in political affairs, has served as
Supervisor of the township, has been School Di
rector and Trustee for many years and in every
position of public trust which he has ﬁlled has
proved an efﬁcient ofﬁcer. He has now attained
the age of seventy. His life has been well spent
and in consequence he has won the high regard and
respect of all with whom he came in contact, his

wife also sharing in the esteem of their many
friends.
'
Frank Thomas, their third child and an enter

prising farmcr residing on section 34, Fremont
Township, was born on the old homestead March
5, 1855, and in the usual manner of farmer lads

spent the days of his boyhood and youth, aiding his
father during the summer months and attending the

district schools in the winter season. His early ed
ucation was supplemented by a short course in a
select school. When he had attained to years of
maturity he led to the marriage altar Miss Sarah
Jane Turner, a representative of one of the pioneer
families of the county.- She was born November 2,
1861, and their marriage was celebrated December

1, 1881.

Three children grace their union—Joel

13., who was born January 14, 1883; Cora Luella,

June 29, 1886; and Marcus Frank, August 16, 1890.
Following in the political footsteps of his father,
Frank Thomas has been a stanch Republican. He
cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen. Grant and
is a warm advocate of the party principles. He is
the present efficient Supervisor of his township, the
youngest member of the Board, and the prompt
and able manner in which he discharges his duties
has won him the commendation of all concerned.
He is also School Director and in his social rela
tions is a Modern \Voodman, belonging to the
lodge in Waucouda. He and his excellent wife,
who have been identiﬁed with this county since the
days of their infancy, are widely and favorably
known and in the social world rank high.

.( AMES B. GREY, has for many years fol
lowed farming in this county, and is now
residing in Libertyville. In the years in
which he has been identiﬁed with its agri
cultural interests, he formed an extensive acquaint
ance and we feel that a record of his life work will
be received with interest by many of our readers
who hold him in high esteem.
Mr. Grey was born on the banks of the St. Law
rence River, in New York, in 1832, April 3, and

is a son of Worlin and Elizabeth Grey. His father
was a native of Vermont. and was reared to man
hood upon a farm. When young he emigrated to
St. Lawrence County, N. Y., which was then a new

and unsettled county. After some years he emi
grated to Ohio, but subsequently returned to St.
Lawrence County, where he engaged in business as
a lumber dealer. In the Empire State he was uni
ted in marriage with Elizabeth Ballantiue, a native
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of New York. Her parents, however, were both
born on the Emerald Isle and died soon after their
settlement in America.

Mr. and Mrs. Grey, after

some years residence in the East came to Illinois

and established a home in Fremont Township, Lake
County, where Mr. Grey purchased a small farm,
continuing his residence thereon until his removal
to Kansas, where he died in October 1869, after a

short residence of a year in that State. His wife
survived him about six years, when she too passed
away. Their family numbered six children, all of
whom were born in the Empire State, and the eld
est is James 13., whose name heads this sketch; Jane

is now deceased; Kilmer, who was formerly captain
of a whaling vessel, is now extensively engaged in
farming in Kansas; Elihu I)., after some years resi
dence in this county and the West, loeated in Fer
gus Falls, Minn., where he is engaged in mercantile
business. He served in the Ninety-sixth Illinois
Infantry, during the late war and has never fully
recovered his health which was impaired during
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1889. he purchased his present farm of ﬁfty-one
acres, on which was a tasty and commodious resi
dence, his present home, and there surrounded by
many luxuries, the fruits of his own labors, Mr.
Grey will probably spend the remainder of his
days.
As a helpmate on life’s journey, Mr. Grey chose
Miss Melissa Gould, daughter of William Gould,
their wedding being celebrated in Fremont Town
ship, in 1861.

They have one child a daughter,

Melissa. The parents of Mrs. Grey were among
the Very early pioneers of Lake County.
William Gould settled in Lake County, in 1839.
He was born in Ve'rmont, March 20, 18l1, and was

a son of Asa Gould. In his youth he moved with
his parents to Erie County, N. Y., where he was
married on the 29th of May, 1833, to Sarah Foster,

a daughter of Asa Foster.

They remained in the

East for six years after their marriage, and then

emigrated to this county, and settled

in

the

town of Fremont, where they passed the remainder

his army life; Rachel is the wife of Edgar Green,
a resident of Wauconda, and Elizabeth is the wife

of their lives, engaged in agricultural pursuits.

of T. Grabbe, of Libertyville. The parents of this
family were both members of the Methodist
Church and in politics in early life, Mr. Grey was
a Democrat but subsequently became a Republican.
The early life of the subject of this sketch was
marked by no event of special importance, the days
of his boyhood and youth being passed in a manner
similar to that of most farmer lads. He attended
the public schools during the winter season and
throughout the remainder of the year worked upon
the farm until eighteen years of age, when he
started out in life for himself, working by the

daughters.

month at lumbering.

For three years he was in

the employ of a single individual, which fact is
evidence of his faithfulness and promptness in the

discharge of the duties devolving upon him. At
length be determined to make a home in the West
and located ﬁrst in Illinois, where for some time he

engaged in agricultural pursuits for himself. Sub
sequently he spent ﬁve years in Minneapolis, Minn.,
engaged in the draying business, and at the
expiration of that time returned to Lake County,
in 1884'. Again he followed farming for about
ﬁve years, when he removed to Libertyville. In

Their children numbered four, two sons and two

Atlanta, the eldest is the wife of David
Parker, of McHenry, Ill.; Melissa, became Mrs.
James B. Grey; Jeduthan, was twice married, his
ﬁrst wife was Theresa Gould,and the maiden name

of his present wife, was Agnes Hope.

They reside

at Harvard, Ill.; Latimus L., died aged two years.

All except the eldest were born in Lake County.
Mr. Gould was a Republican in politics, but never
desired public ofﬁce. He was a farmer all his life—
eoming to Lake County with a few hundred
dollars only, by industry and good management he
acquired a large property, having ﬁve hundred
acres of land at the time of his death, which oc
curred Jnne 22,1884. His wife died November

16, 1889. They were both highly esteemed in the
community where they made their home for so
many years.
Both Mr. Grey and his wife are members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, giving liberally
to its support and are active workers in its interrst.
He is a Republican in politics, having supported
that party since casting his ﬁrst Presidential Vote
for Fremont. He has served as one of the Village
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Trustees but never sought or desired public ofﬁce,
preferring to devote his time and attention to his
business interests, which he has done with excellent
success.

However, his time has not been so oc

cupied with his own affairs that he could not give
his aid to these enterprises which are calculated to
upbuild and beneﬁt the community. lle has wit
nessed the growth and development of the county
since 1853, and has seen its many changes. The
settlers were not numerous when he ﬁrst located
here and everything was in a primitive cendition.
Much of the land was uncultivated and the imple
ments used in improving it were verv crude. as
compared with the improved machinery of to-day.
Wagons were used in conveying the family, hardly
any buggies being seen in the county, but in the
march of civilization Lake County has kept pro
gress with her sister counties and now stands in the
front rank owing to the exertion of the early
settlers in her behalf.

5“ 1m' i .

(“Useran G. woova RI), of \‘Vaukegan,
'

-') was born in Franklin County, N. Y.. on the
' 15th of April, 1838, and is a son of Charles

\l'ﬁjand Elma (Green) “’oodward. The family
have—been residents of this country since early
Colonial days. Five generations have lived in the
United States. The father of our subject was born
in St. Alhans, Vt., October 24, 1807. The mother
was born December 23, 1805, in Keysville, Vt.. and

gaged in buying stock. Subsequent to that time
he removed to N0. 40, West Randolph Street,
where he purchased and carried on a grocery store,
and in 1854 came to “'aukegan, where he and his
wife spent the remainder of their lives. His death
occurred December 25, 1885, and Mrs. Woodward

died in Sand Lake, September 25, 1390. Both
were members of the Methodist Church and in
politics Mr. Woodward was a Republican. Their
family numbered four children,—Rufus, who died
when a young man; Ann R., wife of John Swindell:
Russell G. of this sketchgand Charles A. who died
unmarried.
()ur subject was a lad of seven summers, when

he was taken by his parents to Chicago. He has
the distinction of being the ﬁrst passenger to ride
in a public conveyance down Madison Street.
When the ﬁrst bus was brought to the town. boy
like, he jumped on and rode. Having received a
fair education in the common schools and the Wau
kegan Academy, he spent three years in learning
the maehinist’s trade and in the summer of 1857,
was employed as second engineer on the propeller,
"Robert H. Faust," plying between Chicago, Grand
Haven and Waukegan. The following year he was
in the employ of the Pittsburg & Fort Wayne
Railroad, and in April. 1860, went to Buffalo, N.
Y. to build sewing machines for R. M. Wanzer &
Co. As this ﬁrm could not manufacture the
Wheeler & Wilson and the Singer machines in the

United States they moved their plant to Canada,
Mr. Woodward going with them and such was his
capability that the ﬁrm made him foreman of one

department.

In 1863, he was called to llarttord,

was a daughter of a soldier of the War of 1812.
The parents of our subject emigrated in early life to
New York, where they were married, May 7, 1829.

Conn., to work on marine engines for the United
States Government and after a year, returning to
his old ﬁrm, was given charge of the entire factorv.

It was in

In 1870, we again ﬁnd him in Chicago, which in

1845 that they quitted the East and

journeying on a propeller to Chicago, established

the meantime had grown from a little village to a

a home in Northeastern Illinois. For a time Mr.
Woodward Sr., engaged as a clerk in the lumber
yard of .l. M. ITnderWood of that city and then
farmed for himself a tract of eighty acres of land,

city of magniﬁcent proportions.

situated at what is now the corner of Ashland

AVeuue and Madison Street. He then purchased
an acre on Madison, one-half block from Ashland
Avenue and carried on dairying, after which he en

After serving as

cashier in his brother's store for two years, he re
moved to his farm on Sand Lake in this county,
but after several years sold out and took up his
residence in Waukegan.
In Lansing, Mich., on the 29th of March,l 891, Mr.
Woodward was united in marriage with Miss Ella

L. Henderson, a native of Canada, and they began
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their domestic life in Waukegan. Since 1881, our
subject has been employed as a specialist—invent
ing and experimenting—by the Union Special
Sewing Machine Company. He has made a number
of valuable improvmnents, having invented the
first revolving take-up, besides two trimmers and
others. Perhaps the most ingenious of his inventions
is a patent Post-ofﬁce stamp canceller, which inks
and cuts a piece out of the stamp and puts on the
date of the receipt of the letter all at one move
ment. Mr. Woodward is a Republican but gives
little attention to political affairs other than keep
ing himself informed concerning the issues of the
day. Being a natural mechanic, his thoughts are
largely directed in the channel of mechanism.
,
y‘R—QA‘Q~W;'L;E7I\K3PI$-+ﬁ1_
‘
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advantages were quite meagre. He married Eliza
heth Houghton in December, 1839, who was born
in Woodstock, Vt., in 1805. He left for the west
in 1836, coming to Chicago and on to Lake County,
where a claim was made, after which he spent
the winter at Ft. Dearborn.

June 20, 1842, and is the eldest of six children
whose parents are Thomas and Catherine (Ceary)

Clyneh, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this
work.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, he

Their ﬁrst homeﬁwas

a log cabin which is still standing on the old farm.
Mr. Fletcher was a stanch Republican in politics,
and previous to the organization of that party was
a Whig. He died on the 16th of February, 1882.
His wife still survives him and is now eighty-six
years of age. They are classed among the pioneer
settlers of this county, and by many friends are held
in high esteem. Their daughter, Mary Fletcher,
was born May 25, 1846, in the old log cabin which
still stands upon the farm, and after pursuing her
studies in the common schools. attended Jennings'
Seminary for a short time.

/ QEORGE GLYNCH, who is engaged in farm
!
ing on section 32, Fremont T0wnship. Was
\' \A born on his father’s farm in this county,
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On the 20111 of July,

1873, she gave her hand in marriage to Oscar
Sowles, who was born in Oneida County, N.
March 22, 1838. At the age of twenty-three,
enlisted in Company C, 'I‘hirty-seventh Illinois

W
'I .
he
In

fantry under Col. White, in August, 1861, and the

regiment was assigned to the West Department of
the Army of the Mississippi. He served the full
three years, and then veteranized, remaining in the

spent the days of his boyhood and youth, aiding

service until the close of the war, when he was bon

his father through the summer months, and attend

01'ably discharged. After his return he married
Miss Fletcher, and they lived a happy life until

ing the district schools of the neighborhood in the
Winter season. He was early taught habits of in
dustry and perseverance, and by following the
teachings of his youth has become a well-to-do
man. At the age of thirty-three he left the old
homestead and went to Chicago to try his fortune

in the city, where he remained about three years.
His next place of residence was in Iroquois County,
111., where he engaged in farming from February
22. 1866, until December, 1878, after which he re
turned to the old home in Waueonda Township,

and has since engaged in farming in this county
either in \Vauconda or Fremont Townships.
On the 23d of September, 1886, Mr. Glynch was
united in marriage with Mrs. Mary F. Sowles, only

1881, when he was called to his ﬁnal rest.

His re

mains were interred in the Waueonda Cemetery,
and at his head stands a beautiful monument
erected to his memory. Three children were born
of that marriage—Lois E., Lucy M. and Chester
W., all of whom have received good educational
advantages, and still reside with their mother.
Mr. Glyuch cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Gen. George B. MeClellaud. and has since sup
ported the Democratic party by his ballot, but
does not take an active interest in political aﬂ’airs.
He is a leading member of the Patrons of Industry,
and it is his opinion that the organization will ulti
mately become the “third party.” He believes that

daughter of Charles and Elizabeth (I'Ioughton)

in order to advance their. best interests, the farm

Fletcher.

ers must unite and on all subjects of importance
must work together in harmony. For six years he
has served as School Director, proving himself an

Her father was born

in

Woodstock,

Windsor County. Vt., March 5, 1806, and spent

his early life mostly on a farm.

His educational
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efﬁcient ofﬁcer.

Socially he is a Master Mason, be

longing to Wauconda Lodge No. 298, A. F. 6: A.
M., and is Treasurer of the Patrons of Industry.
Mrs. Glynch was reared by Christian parents. and
is a member of the Methodist Church at Fairiiel'i.
The farm upon which they reside comprises one
hundred and forty-seven acres of highly cultivated
land, and is the old Fletcher homestead. They
have a comfortable and commodious residence, in

the rear of which are barns and outbuildings that
are models of convenience, and these in turn are
surrounded by ﬁelds of waving grain. Mr. and
Mrs. Glynch are numbered among the worthy citi
zens of this community, and are highly esteemed

for their many excelleneies of character.

Ruth Whitehead, of Austin; Joseph,of this sketch;
Mrs. Emma Button, with whom the father makes
his home; Henry, a contractor and builder of
Austin; James W., the business manager of the

Farm, Field and Stockman, an agricultural paper
published in Chicago, and Frank, of Kansas City.
The four youngest children were born in America.
Joseph Wilson, whose name heads this sketch,

was reared to manhood on his father’s farm in Kane
County, and his early education was acquired in a
log schoolhouse, such as were common at that day.
Afterward he attended the Aurora Seminary, and

by study and reading in leisure hours, he has made
himself a well-informed man. He worked upon
the farm until twenty-one years of age, giving his
father the beneﬁt of his labors and then purchasing
the old homestead, he embarked in business for

himself. In Cook County he married Miss Eliza J.
Shepard, on the 27th of October, 1866. Her father,
‘ OSEPH WILSON is the owner of an excel

lent farm of seventy acres situated on section
29, Libertyville Township, where he has a

ﬁne home and all the other buildings and
improvements which go to make up a model farm
in this nineteenth century. The neat appearance
of the places indicates the care and management
of a thrifty owner, such as Mr. Wilson is known
to be. He was born in Yorkshire, England,0n the
2d of July, 1839, and is a son of James and Mary
(Woodworth) Wilson. His parents were also na
tives of the same country, where they resided until
1843, in which year they crossed the Atlantic to
America. Locating in Kane County, Ill., Mr. Wil
son, Sr.. made a claim fourteen miles

west of

()restin Shepard. a native of New York, came to

Illinois in 1836, and settled in Chicago, which was
then a mere village. He there became acquainted
with and married Mrs. Sarah (Wayman) Tilley,
who came from Cambridgeshire, England, in I837.
They removed to Northﬁeld Township, Cook
County, and resided upon a farm until 1867, when
they returned to Chicago, where they made their
home for some time. They died at the home of
their (laughter in Lake County. Mrs. Wilson has
two sisters yet living—Mrs. Mattie Williams, of
Englewood; and Mrs. Sorissa M. Rhodes, of Kansas
City. As an illustration of the light estimate
placed by the early settlers on Chicago real estate,
maybe mentioned an incident in the experience

Geneva and began farming, although in the old

of Mr. Shepard, Mrs. Wilson’s father.

country he had f0110wed merchandising, which he
afterward resumed in Illinois. He is still living at
the advanced age of eighty-ﬁve years, making his
home with a daughter in Austin, Cook County.
lIe was formerly a member of the Baptist Church,
now of the Disciples’ Church, a Republican in pol
itics and a man whom all esteem for his sterling
worth. He has never taken a prominent part in
public aﬂ’airs, preferring to devote his leisure hours
to the enjoyments of the home circle. His wife
was called to her ﬁnal rest in 1888. The chil
fll'l'll of the family are: Eliza, now deceased; Mrs.

a lot on the present sight of the Chicago and Rock
Island Railroad which he deemed of so little value
that he traded it for a lumber wagon, and thought
he had made a good bargain in the exchange.
Joseph Wilson and his wife began their domestic
life upon his farm in Kane County, where they
resided until 1869, which year witnessed their arri
val in Chicago, whence they came to Lake County
in 1874, since that time they have lived upon the
farm which is still their home. Seven children
have come to bless their union—Harry, who is now
in Chicago; Gertie, Elbert O. and Delbert J.,

He owned
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(twins) Frank 15., Ruth and Howard.

Mr. Wilson

has made farming his life occupation, having fol
lowed it continuously, with the exception of the
ﬁve years which he spent in Chicago, when he was
engaged is merchandising. He now carries on a
fruit and dairy farm, and in his business interests
is meeting with success. He is now numbered
among the prosperous citizens of the community,
and has risen to that position by his own efforts.
In politics he is a Republican, and both he rind his

wife are members of the Christian Church.
Throughout the community they are widely and
favorably known, having a large circle of friends
and acquaintances who esteem them highly for
their sterling worth.

died in infancy; Correnna 8.\ is the wife of John
I). Huntington, a farmer now deceased and resides
in Ela Township ; Calista makes her home in
Boston, Mass; Mrs. Houghton is the next younger;
Daniel is married and follows farming in New
Hampshire; Harvey Milton was married and made
his home in Iowa, where he died in 1883, at the

age of sixty-four years; and Jabez Nowell died at
the age of ﬁfty-eight years. He was a harness and ,
saddle maker by trade and served as such in the
late war.
The early life of Mary A. Nye was spent partly
under the roof of her grandparents. At the age of
eight years she went to Woodstock, Vt., where the
days of her maidenhood were mostly passed. “or
education was acquired in the common schools and
was such as the majority of the children in those
days received, for her parents’ ﬁnancial resources
were limited and they could not give her the high
course of training.

\ vl
x

MARY ANN
IIOUGll'l‘ON is now
.
living on section 31, Fremont Township
She has made her home in the county since
1836, and is therefore one of its oldest

residents. Her life has been so well and worthily
spent that she has won the love and respect of all
with whom she has come in contact and is certainly
deserving of special mention in this volume. She
was born in Norwich, Vt., March 20, 1815. and is
a daughter of Chester and Mercy (Liscomb) Nye.
The family is of English origin, having been es
tablished in America by the grandparents of Mrs.
Houghton who crossed the Atlantic and settled in
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She was desirous however of

obtaining a good education and by her own dili
gent study and extensive reading she largely over
came the lack of opportunity in her younger days.
When only seVentccn years of age, she gave her
hand in marriage to l’aschal P. lIoughton, their
wedding taking place on the 14th of October, 1832.
Their union was blessed with eight children, three
sons and ﬁve daughters—Louise J. was married to
William Beach, a native of New York. April 14,
1851, and they now reside in Glidden, Iowa, with
their three children, \Villiard W., Ellen Janet and

Mary Ann Ardelia. Janet became the wife of Israel
Mill, by whom she had one child, Eddie, who was

removed

born December 18,1854, and died the following

to Norwich, Vt. The grandfather served as a sol
dier in the Revolutionary War and thereby lost an
eye. By occupation he was a farmer; in politics he
was a Whig and in religious sentiment a Congre
gationalist. He died in Norwich, Vt. Chester
Nye was born in Norwich and was reared to farm
life but afterward became a ship carpenter, which
occupation he followed for a livelihood until his
death.which occurred when Mrs. Houghten was only
ten years old. Her mother reached the ﬁfty-ﬁfth
anniversary and died in the faith of the Methodist
Church, of which she had long been a member. In
their family were seven children one of whom, Lidy,

year. After the death of Mr. Mill, she was mar
ried to Nicholas Smith, July 4, 1859, and they have
four children, Clarence Hibbard, born April 23,
1860; Alvin Paola, January 38, 1868; Arthur Allen,

Connecticut,

whence

they

afterward

December 9, 1864; and Myrtle Ann, May 1, 1872.

Orlando Paola, a young man of most exemplary
character died at the age of twenty-four. Paschal
died in March,1843, while yet an infant.

Ardelia

Orinda became the wife of \Villiam Blather-wick, a
native of this county, and a farmer by occupation;
her death occurred at the age of tWenty-one. Hattie
Ann born February 9, 1846, became the wife of
William R. Ruggles, a native of Norwich, Vt.
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They were married in February. 1864, and re
sided for many years in Iowa, but are now
living in Chatham, Canada. They have three
children—Florence Winnefred, born January 9,
1868;

Frank F., October 2,

1870; and Gertie

Ann, May 1. 1872. Dimis 1’. was married April
14, 1859, to Levi Parker, and unto them Were
born ﬁve children—Gertie who died in infancy;
Hattie Ardelia, born February 15,1862; Hiram

H., December

12, 186i! ;

16, 1872 ; and Garnet

Flora Grace,

Ann,

April

April

24, 1874.

Wilbur J. is the youngest of the lIoughton family.
He was born May 14, 1855, married Eva Gray, a
native of this State and is living on the old home~
stead with his mother. He is a practical and pro
gressive farmer, having followed agricultural pur
suits throughout his !ife. He has always been a
stalwart Republican and cast his ﬁrst Presidential
vote for R. B. Hayes. He has held the ofﬁce of
School Director and is secretary of Murray Lodge
of the Patrons of Industry, in which organization
he is greatly interested, believing it calculated to
advance the best interests of the farming people.
Mr. Houghton has in his possession a beautiful
cherry secretary which has been handed down from
generation to generation for a century and a half.
It is highly prized as one of the heirlooms of the
family.
Unto Wilbur Iloughton and his wife have been
born four children, the eldest a daughter, and the

third child also a daughter, died in infancy. Harry
P. was born September 22, 1880, and Zora Blanche
is a baby of a year.
For a short time after their marriage, Paschal
Houghton and his wife resided in Vermont, but

August, and immediately moved into the log cabin
which he had built. The experiences and hard
ships of frontier life were their lot, but they bore
their trials uncomplainingly, having determined to
make a home in the West. The nearest market
was Chicago which was then known as Ft. Dear
born and was then a little village of no preten
tious. Wild game, including deer was very plentiful
and wolves often made the night hideous with their
howling. A source of great dang-1r to them were
the terrible prairie ﬁres. Mrs. Houghtcn tells of
how the reﬂection of these ﬁres were often so great
that she could see to work out in the yard by the
light. They had no near neighbors, there being
not more than half a dozen families living within
a radius of half a dozen miles. All of the develop
ment and improvement of the county has been
made since those days and the advancement has
been most marked. The work has been accom
plished mostly by the pioneers and to them we owe
a debt of gratitude which can never be repaid but
we can hold them in tender remembrance, while by
written record we perpetuate their lives and thus
let coming generations know what they did for
their adopted county.
In politics, Mr. IIoughton was an old line Whig.
lIe cast his first vote for James Madison. When
the Republican party sprang into existence, he
joined its ranks and gave it his support from that
time until his death. The cause of education found
in him a warm friend and he was a respecter 01' all
religious teachings. He departed this life April 3.
1890, at the age of ninety years and was laid to
rest in Wauconda Cemetery.

Thus another of the

acres and after placing some improvements upon it

honored pioneers passed away but he is not forgot
ten; the work which he did liVes after him and his
memory will be cherished while his family and
friends remain.
Mrs. Houghton still survives her husband and
yet resides upon the old homestead. For the past
ten years, she has kept a daily memorandum and

returned to his family in the East. The following
year he brought his wife and child to Illinois, their
worldly effects being placed in a two-horse wagon
in which they made their journey to their new
home. Mr. Houghton then had but 850 in money,
they reached their destination on the 28th of

ren when she is sleeping beneath the sod. She is
a lady of superior intelligence and her library con
tains some of the choicest works from the best
authors. She also has a rare collection of scrap
books, containing articles which she has been ac

soon determined to seek a home in the West, so the

husband with a number of companions started out
to make a location and came to Lake County, 111.,
in 1836. This locality was then a part of Cook
County. He made a claim of one hundred and sixty

thisldiary will be read with interest by her child

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
cumulating for over a quarter of a century. Iler
home is the abode of hospitality and young and old
delight to gather at her ﬁre-side. The duties of
life she has ever faithfully discharged and her many
graces of character, her kind and generous dispo
sition and her many noble qualities have won her
the love of all.

J. RAYMOND. a respected and progress
] ive farmer of Wauconda Township, living
ILi on section 3, has spent his entire life in
f?

I

the county, his birth having occurred in

Fremont Township, on the 26th of April. 1848.
His parents, Thaddeus and Ann (Robbins) Ray
mond, came to this county in an early day, 1844.
The

father, was

born

in

1807,

made farm

ing his life occupation, in politics supported
the principles of the Demouratie party and died at
the age of sixty-nine years. The mother was born

been born two children, daughters—Mary L., who
is now attending school; and Helen A., ﬁve years
of age.
In political sentiment, Mr. Raymond was an in
dependent Democrat until the last Presidential cam
paign when he voted the straight Republican ticket.
As every true American citizen should do he exer~
cises his right of franchise and keeps himself well
informed concerning political issues but has never
sought public oﬁice. Socially. he is a member of
Wauconda Post, No. 368, G. A. R. His home oc
cupies one of the most beautiful sites in the county.
It is situated in the midst of a ﬁne farm
of two hundred and seventy-tive acres of
improved and valuable land and has every
convenience and equipment necessary to the
model farm. He also engages quite extensively in
stock-raising and of late years has made a specialty
of merino sheep. Both he and his wife are held in
high esteem by all who know them for their many
exeellencies of character and their sterling worth.

~~+ ,ss—sM

in Philadelphia, Pa., in 18l2, but grew to woman

hood in New York. She is still living with her
son, A. J.
Our subject was the seventh in order of birth in
a family of nine children, numbering five sons and
four daughters. He acquired a good common
school education and was thereby ﬁtted for the
practical life which he has led. When only six
teen years of age, he enlisted in Company H,

Eighth Illinois Cavalry 0n the 10th of October,
1864, and was ordered to report in Washington.

Capt. James W. Delaney commanded the company
and Col. Clendennen the regiment. From Wash
ington the troops were ordered to Fairfax Station
but Mr. Raymond was taken sick and sent to the
hospital. As soon as possible he rejoined his com
mand which was engaged in watching the move
ments of Gen. Moseby. After the assassination of
President Lincoln, the Eighth Cavalry was detailed
to search for the murderer. On the close of the
war he was honorably discharged in Chicago in
July, 1865.
Mr. Raymond was united in marriage on the
31st of December, 1875. with Miss Lorina Cook, a
native of Lake county, and by their union have
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IRAM P. WHEELER is engaged in farm
a ing on section 8, of the town of West

/

Decrﬁeld, and his post office is Lancaster
ville. He is an early settler of this county,
having been broughthere by his parents _in 1849,
when a child three years of age. He was born in
Rensselaer County, N. Y., April 7, 1846. and is a
Son of John and Catherine Marie (Hermance)
Wheeler, a sketch of whom is given on another
page of this work.
The subject of this notice was reared on the
home farm and attended the district schools which
in those early days were held in a log building fur
nished with slab seats. In the summer months he worked upon the farm. Having reached manhood,
he engaged in farming for himself and as a help.
mate on life‘s journey he chose Mrs. Emma Taylor,
widow of Edward Taylor, and a daughter of
Thomas and Ursula (Poultney) Skidmore. The
lady was born near Oxford, England. in l843,and

in her native country,about 1864, married Ed ward
Taylor, by whom she had one child, a daughter—
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Thirza, who was born August 4, 1865. Her ﬁrst
husband died in Deddington, England,on the 2d
of July, l865, and she emigrated with her daughter
to America in 1869, coming to Lake County, lll.,

where she married Mr. Wheeler as before stated on
the 30th of May. 1876. ller death occurred April
23, 1588. Mr. Wheeler was again married Decem
ber 3, 1890, in Waukegan to Miss Thirza Taylor,

daughter of Edward and Emma'l‘aylor. She was
born in Deddington, England,and came to Illinois
with her mother when four years old.
Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler attend the Methodist
Episcopal Church. In political sentiment he is a
Republican but has never sought or desired pub
lic office preferring to devote his undivided at
tention to the care of his farm. He has one hun
dred acres of well improved land with good build
ings and every accessory found upon a model farm

and is acknowledged to be one of the lnost success
ful and thrifty agriculturists of West Deerlield.

He has spent nearly all of his life in Lake County,
and is widely and favoraby known as an upright,
honorable man whose character is above reproach.

'

(1’ ,‘MBRUSE 1’. RAUGH'I‘ is one of the
leading farmers of Wauconda Township,
i carrying on operations in that line on sec
tion 1. lie was born in Columbia County.

N. Y., on the Hudson on the 16th of “arch, 1837,

and is a son of Philip and Catherine (l’limcy)
Raught, also natives of the Empire State, the former
boril October 29, 1809, and the latter March 12,

1810. Both were educated in the common schoOls.
The father made farming his life occupation and
was a useful and worthy citizen. lle emigrated to
-the West in 1868. and with his son purchased two

P. whose name heads this sketch; Margaret, wife
of David Van Densen, a resident farmer of Col
umbia County, N. Y.; and Amanda whose home is

in this county.
During his boyhood Ambrose Raught worked
upon a farm but at the age of eighteen he began
learning the carpenter's and joiner’s trade, at which
he served a three years’ apprenliship and then fol
lowed that occupation until twenty-seven years of
age. About that time he married Miss Frances
Augusta Williams, who was born in Columbia
County, N. Y., August 20, 1840. Their marriage
was celebrated on the 31st of December, 1863.

Mrs. Raught is a lady of pleasing address and has
a happy faculty of making her guests feel at
perfect case.

In 1859, Mr. Raught spent about six months in
the sunny South, where he worked asa railroad
bridge builder in Tennessee and Alabama. For
many years he has now been associated in business
with his elder brother. In politics he is a stalwart
supporter of the Republican party, having never
wavered in his allegiance from the time when he cast
his first Presidental vote for Abraham Lincoln. A
public-spirited man he manifests aeommendable
interest in everything pertaining to the welfare of
the county and he has led such an honorable and
upright life that his word is as readily received as
his bond.
Albert Raught who is a partner of hi brother,
was born on the 2nd of February, 1835, in C01
umbia County, N. Y., and after obtaining common

school education began life as a farmer, having
since followed agricultural pursuits. On attaining
his majority he was united in marriage with Miss
Charity Snyder, who was born November 25, 1834.
Their union Was celebrated February 28, 1856 and
has been blessed with two children. Charles A.,
the eldest, was educated in V010 and married Miss

Millie Rogers, one of the fair daughters of Lake
County. He is now engaged in merchandising and
crat until President Lincoln’s administration when
is meeting with excellent success in his undertaking.
he identiﬁed himself with the Republican party.
He died on the 1st of November, 1869. His widow \ Mary. the younger child, died at the age of
eighteen months.
still survives him and is a hale and hearty lady living
In politics Albert Raught has also been a Re
in Wauconda Township. Their four children. two
,80115 and two daughters, are Albert who married ' publican since he was old enough to vote and has
Charity Snyder and is a partner of his brother; A. I been honored with several local ofﬁces, having
hundred acres of land.

In politics he was a Demo
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served as Highway Commissioner and Assessor.
He is also a Master Mason, belonging to the lodge
in IIainesville. The Raught household is com
posed of Mrs. Catherine Raught and her sons,
Albert and Ambrose with their wives. Mutual love
and conﬁdence exists between them and they have
formed one family for almost a quarter of a century.
All are members of the Methodist Church and have
born their part in its work.

The brothers now own

and operate two hundred acres of land, situated
about four miles from Wauconda and one from
Volo. Their farm is well improved and stocked
with good buildings and the entire surroundings
denote the thrift and enterprise of the owners who
are regarded as leading and progressive farmers
of the community and are held in high esteem
for their sterling worth.
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tive engineer. He served as ﬁreman awhile and
ran on the train as brakeman for ﬁve years, after
which he went out as baggage-master and has con
tinued to serve in that capacity for twenty years,
his run being between Chicago and Milwaukee.
A marriage ceremony performed on the 26th of
December, 1872, united the destinies of Mr. I’al
mer and Julia Fagan, a daughter of Michael and
Bridget Fagan. The lady was born in Chicago,
May 15, 1855. Her parents were natives of Ire
land. born in County West Meath and came to
America during childhood.
They were early
settlers of Chicago, from whence they removed to
Deerﬁeld, Ill., some thirty-ﬁve years since. Mrs.
Palmer was brought up under the auspices of the
Catholic Church, of which she is aconsistent mem
ber, and Mr. Palmer is a member of the Episcopal
Church to which his family has belonged for
generations. I'nto them have been born three
children, of whom two are now living. They lost
their ﬁrst born, Mary, who died at the age of twelve

’J

ﬁed since the days of its early history. He
is also a trusted employe of the Chicago dz Nerth
western Railroad Company, in whose service he
has been for twenty-seven years. He was born in
Burgley Lodge, near Stanford, Northamptonshire,
England, on the 17th of February, 1841, and is a
son of Matthew and Eliza Palmer who are repre~
sented elsewhere in this volume.

In April, 1852,

the subject of this sketch emigrated from England
'with his parents and,

crossing the Atlantic to

years; Louisa and Florence are still at home.
In political sentiment, Mr. l’alnicr is a supporter
of Republican principles and soeially is a Mason
and Modern Woodman, belonging to Waukegan
Lodge, No. 78, A. I“. & A. M.; Waukegan Chapter,
No. 41, R. A. M.; and Waukegan Camp, No. 174,
M. W. A., and is a charter member of Court Little
Fort, No.

Mr. Palmer has proved

wherein he has been placed and, in a marked de

gree, enjoys the conﬁdence of the managers of the
company with which he has been employed so
many years.

America, arrived at New York City on the 24th
of May, after a voyage of four weeks and

79, I. 0.1".

himself competent and faithful in every position

éoq? 0*
wﬂboﬁ—

four

days on the ship “Southampton”, a sail vessel, carry
ing seven hundred and ﬁfty passengers. On the
30th of May following, they landed in Waukegan,
Ill.
Matthew attended the public schools of that city

Cf ,FLONZO F. ANDERSON, one of the en
' 7‘ \ terprising farmers of Wauconda Township,
U residing on section 31, has the honor of
being a native of Lake County. He was

and in November, 1863, at the age of twenty-two

born January 17, 1848, and is the second of three

years, began his railroad career as an employe of
the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company.
At ﬁrst, he was employed about the depot at Wau
kegan and later worked in the company's machine
shops with a view to ﬁtting himself for a locomo

brothers.

The father of the family, James II. An

derson, was born in t)tsego County, N. Y., in 1816,

and became a carpenter and joiner by trade. In
an early day he emigrated Westward, becoming one.
of the pioneers of Lake County, and entered one
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hundred and twenty acres of Government land
from which he developed a ﬁne farm. His ﬁrst
house was made of slabs and for some time they
lived in true pioneer style, undergoing many of
the hardships and experiences of pioneer life. He
married Adelia Parmeter. who was born in Herki
mer County, N. Y., in 1818, and is still living on
the old homestead under the sheltering roof of Mr.
Anderson, our subject, who tenderly cares for his
mother in her old age. The father died in Wau
conda in October, 1884.

In politics he was an

old-line Whig until the organization of the Repub
lican party, when he became one of its stanch sup- '
porters. Generous and kind-hearted he was a man
whom all esteemed and his excellencies of character
won him the love of many. The children of the
familv are—Edgar, who died at the age of ten
years; Alonzo of this sketch; and Francis, who

died at the age of ﬁve years.
Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and
youth in assisting his father in the labors of the
farm during the summer months, while in the win
ter season he attended the district schools.

the political issues of the day and exercises his
right of franchise in support of the Republican

Socially he is a member of the Patrons of

Industry and a warm friend of that organization,
believing that through its work the best interests
of the farmer will be advanced.
On the 15th of March, 1873, Mr. Anderson was
united in marriage with Miss Eliza Brand, daughter
of James Brand, who was born in England in 1813.
He emigrated to Canada, and there wedded Miss

Mary Pallman, a native of that country. Some
years later he became a resident of this county,
where he spent the remainder of his life, dying on
the 16th of June, l884.

His remains were interred

in the Wauconda Cemetery.

In 1882 Mr. Anderson was called upon to mourn
the loss of his wife, who died in October of that
year and was laid to rest in Wauconda Cemetery.

On the 14th of October, 1884, he was again mar
ried, his second union being with Miss Sarah Brand.
She obtained her education in the common schools
and is a kind-hearted and benevolent lady whose
many excelleneies of character have won her hosts
of friends. To her husband she 18 atrue help
mate.

Mr. and Mrs. Anderson have a pleasant home
situated in the midst of a valuable farm of one
hundred and sixty acres within a mile of Wau
conda. The land is under a high state of cultiva
tion and the good outbuildings and the many
imprQVements there seen denote the care of a thrifty
manager. Mr. Anderson is classed among the in
dustrious and enterprising farmers of this com
munity and is a man of sterling worth who takes a
commendable interest in everything pertaining to
the welfare and upbuilding of town and county.

How

ever, his early education was supplemented by a
course in the Wauconda Academy and his exten
sive reading in later years has made him a well
informed man. He keeps well posted concerning

party.

.

Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Anderson were born three children, two sons and a
daughter: Edward J., who was an apt student and
is now an enterprising young man of seventeen
_years who devotes his energies to farm work; Mary,
aged ﬁfteen; and Franklin thirteen years of age.

OSEPH PALMER, manufacturer of sash,

doors and blinds, has resided in Waukegan,
since May, 1852. He is a native of Eng
g/i land, having been born in Burgley Lodge,
Northamptonshire, on the 17th of October, 1835.
His parents, Matthew and Eliza (Mathers) Palmer,

are represented elsewhere in this work. With them
he came to America in the spring of 1852,arriving
in Waukegan 0n the 30th of May of that year.
He began learning the cabinet-maker's trade in
1854 with the ﬁrm of Hitchcock & Porter of Wau
kegan, remaining in their employ for four and a
half years, after which he engaged in the manufac
ture of sash, doors and blinds in company with
Freeman Watson, under the ﬁrm name of Watson

& Palmer. That connection continued eleven
years or until the death of Mr. Watson, after which
Mr. Palmer carried on the business alone until
1873, when, owing to the unsettled state of the

ﬁnancial world and the consequent hard times, he
sold out and engaged with the Powell l’ump Man
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faeturing Company, with which he worked three or

M., Waukegan Chapter, No. 41, R. A. M.,

four years.

has been Eminent Commander of Waukegan Com
mandery, No. 12, K. T. He is a Republican in
politics and is a member of the Episcopal Church,
his wife belonging to the same body. In summing
up the life of Mr. Palmer we speak of him as a
master mechanic, thoroughly skilled in his trade,
whose career has been a busy and useful one. He
has made his own way in the world from early
boyhood and has accumulated a snug property
which is rapidly increasing in value under the
changed condition of the times in Waukegan. He
has always been an upright, honorable man and
enjoys, as he deserves, the goodwill and respect of
his fellow townsmen and all with whom he has had
business or social relations.

He was next with William H. Dow,

a manufacturer of sash, doors and blinds, for ﬁve

years and since 1887 has been in the same line of
business for himself.
On the 16th of March, 1860, Mr. Palmer was
united in marriage with Miss Marcia Louise
IIowe, daughter of Thomas C. and Mary Cook
(Watson) Howe. The lady was born in \Vest
brook, Cumberland County, Me., April 15,1843.
Her father was also born in Westbrook, November

20, 1803, and is still living, being now in his
' eighty-eighth year. Her mother, who was born in
Norway, Me., February 20, 1821, died in 1855.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Palmer have been born three
children, two sons and a daughter: George Ilenry,
who was born May 30, 1861, is married and resides
in Vt’est Superior, Wis.; Joseph Frank, who was
born November 28, 1865,and is a resident of Wau
kegan, wedded Miss Barbara Hunter and unto them
has been born a son, Freddie, born in October,

1888; Clara Louise, the only daughter, was born
October 19, 1882, and is an exceptionally bright
and happy dispositioned child now eight years of
age.
Mr. Palmer participated in the War for the
Union as a member of Company G, Ninety-sixth
Illinois Regiment, enlisting on the 29th of July,

1862, and served until the close of the struggle,
when he was mustered out at Camp Harker, Tenn.,
June 10, 1865. He took part in the following
named battles: Chickamaugua, Lookout Mountain,

Buzzards’ Roost, Georgia Gap and other minor
engagements. At the ﬁrst named he received a
serious injury by being struck by a falling limb
from a tree, which lamed him for a time although
he continued in the service. The last eighteen
months of his service he was on special detail as
Department Commissary Sergeant, to which posi
tion he was assigned on account of the injury he
had received having unﬁtted him for marching.
When Mr. Palmer entered the service he worked
up to the day of his departure and on the day fol
lowing his return. June 28, 1865, he resumed his
labors. lie is a member of Waukegan Post, No.

and
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NTHONY PU'I‘NAM, one of the earliest

'\ |

settlers and a representative farmer of

Li Fremont Township, living on section 23,

was born on the 17th of February, 1820,
in Bethel, Vt., and is the second of a family of
twelve children, nine of'whom, seven sons and two

daughters, are yet living: Alden is a farmer of Wis
consin; Anthony is the next younger; Laben is
married and follows farming in Palatine, Ill.;
Lovisa is the widow of Mr. Whiteomb and resides
in Iowa; Royal occupies a Government position in
Pensacola, Fla.; Hosea is engaged in farming in
Minnesota; Kittridge is alsoa farmer of Minnesota;
Eleanor is the wife of S. Johnson, of Palatine, and
Justin is married and resides in Kansas; he is a

374, G. A. R., and is a Knight Templar Mason,

farmer and mechanic and is the youngest of the
family.
In the days of his boyhood and youth Anthony
Putnam gave his father the beneﬁt of his labors.
He acquired his education in the common schools
of the Green Mountain State and when he had at
tained the age of twenty years began life for him
self. He worked for a time as a sawyer and was
also employed in a starch factory in Vermont. We
may truly speak of him as a self-made man for
whatever success he has attained is due to his own

belonging to Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, A. F.& A.

eﬁorts, his industry, perseverance and good man
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agement. Thinking to better his ﬁnancial condi
tion he emigrated Westward and has since been
connected with the agricultural interests of this
county, where he now owns a highly improved
farm of one hundred and seventy-eight acres,
pleasantly and conveniently situated within a half
mile of Ivanhoe. The neat appearance of the place,
the buildings which are all kept in good repair and
the well-tilled ﬁelds give evidence of the thrift and
enterprise of the owner, who is justly accounted
one of the practical and progressive farmers of the

township and for six or seven years has been
School Director. In his social relations he isa
member of the Patrons of Industry and he and his
wife are devoted members of the Congregational
Church, of Ivanhoe, to the support of which they

contributes liberally. Their sterling worth and
integrity have made them widely known and won
them many friends.

township.

When twent Y-five years of age Mr. Putnam
married Miss Ann
Kindall, their union being
celebrated on the 8th of February, 1845. Iler fa- _

OBAR'I‘ JOHN MILLEN, a veteran of the
‘ I) \‘1 late. war and an early settler of what is now
/

\Vest Deerfield Township, Lake County, is

ther, Jeremiah Kindall, was a native of Vermont
married Lydia Robinson, who was also born in the

a.) a native of New York. He was born in
the town of Jamesville. Onondaga County, April

Green Mountain State of New England parentage.
They emigrated Westward in 1853. locating in
Lake County. where the father died at the age of
seventy three years. Ile was a farmer by occupa'
tion and followed that business in pursuit of fortune
throughout his entire life. While residing in the
East he supported the Democratic party but after
coming to Illinois afﬁliated with the Republican .

23, 1832, and was taken by his father to Chicago
in 1838, when a lad of six summers. The follow

party.

'

The Putnam household comprises our subject,
his estimable wife and two children—Nenah and
Willie.

Alma, their eldest child, is now the wife

of J. B. Farnsworth, a noted teacher of Chicago;
Emma became the wife of O. E. Graves, also a re
nowned educator, a native of Vermont, and died in

California in 1877, leaving a little daughter; Nenah

ing spring the family came to this county and in
the midst of the wild scenes of pioneer life our
subject was reared to manhood. He availed him
self of the school privileges aﬂ‘orded, but the ad
vantages of those days were limited and much of
his knowledge was acquired by reading and study
outside of the school room. When eighteen years
of age he went to Waukegan where he learned the
shoemaker‘s trade which he followed for seven
years.
Mr. Millen was married in Cook County, lll.,
December 24, 1852, the lady of his choice being
Miss Elizabeth W. Clark, a daughter of John K.
Clark (known as Indian Clark), a soldier of the

is the wife of Julius Chamberlain, a native of Ver

Black Hawk War, and a noted character of the

mont and they live on the old homestead; Willie,
the youngest, is twenty years of age. Mr. Putnam
is a warm friend to the cause of education and has
given his children excellent opportunities in that
direction. In politics he was formerly a Democrat.
lIe cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Millard Fil
more. butv for many years past has supported the
Republican party. He was one of the torch bearers
in the great procession in Chicago during the Lin
coln and Douglas campaign when excitement ran
higher than at any other time in the political his
tory of the country. He has never sought public
ofﬁce but has served as Road Commissioner in his

earliest pioneer days of Illinois. A sketch of his
life is given elsewhere in this work. Mr. Millen
located in the village of Decrﬁeld, where he car
ried on the boot and shoe business for twenty-three
years with the exception of the time spent in his
country's service. He enlisted in Company II.
One Hundred and Fifty-third Illinois Infantry, on
the 16th of February, [865, and did guard duty
in Tennessee until mustered out of service on the
18th of September, after the close of the war.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Millcn were born two chil
dren: Stella, the eldest, born February 10, 1854, is

the wife of George Porter, of Minneapolis, Minn.;
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and Ida Belle, born January 27, 1858, died from
the effect of accidental burning in April, 1865, at
the age of six years and seven months. The mother
was called to her ﬁnal rest April 13, 1868. Mr.
Millen was again married on the 2d of November,
1868, at Highland Park, to Miss Frances S. Soden,
a native of Chicago, and a daughter of William G.
and Ruth (Shepherd) Soden. Her parents were
born in England, the father about 1796, and the
mother March 13, 1816. They were married in
l83l,and ﬁve years later emigrated to Chicago,
where Mr. Soden died in August, 1850.' His widow
is still living and yet makes her home in that city.
Mr. and Mrs. Millen are members of the Epis
copal Church. He is a Republican in politics and
has served as Town Clerk of Deerﬁeld for seven
years, ﬁVe terms in succession. He served two
years as Deputy Postmaster of Deerﬁeld under his
brother and was appointed Postmaster of that ofﬁce
April 13, 1889, but was forced to resign January
1,1891, on account of the loss of his eyesight.
He suddenly became afﬂicted with inﬂammation of
the eyes on the 5th of May, 1889, which was fol
lowed by the immediate failure of his sight. In
spite of the best medical advice the sight of both
eyes seems permanently lost. Mr. Millen is pa
tient and cheerful under his great afﬂiction, while
the tender care and attention of his devoted wife
does much to reconcile him to his misfortune. He
is numbered among the prominent and inﬂuential
citizens of Deerﬁeld and is held in high esteem by
a large circle of acquaintances.

@E
Y’"‘\ELSON AND PH(EBE PHELPS LAN
@ DON. It has been said the world knows
[—J nothing of its greatest heroes. Nearly the
whole mountain of historical rubbish is devoted,

:6‘23

world’s history—extending over a territory abso
lutely dwarﬁng all other national conﬁnes, and the
achievements of nationalities, the accomplishments

of the American pioneer amidst the wilds of our
continent, and in the establishment of its govern
ment, and its civilizing forces are without a parallel,
and mark him as the hero, and his the heroic age of
all the centuries. And when we contemplate the vast
and grand capacity of primitive America, and its
occupancy by the most savage and ruthless of all
barbarians, the mind ﬁnds itself puzzled and per

plexed in such a contemplation of the eternal ﬁt
ness of things. It can have but one solution, and
that is, in the labor and subjugation of difﬁculties,
can man only attain his best and most complete
manhood; and that the sentence imposed upon
man to toil was indeed a blessing and not a curse.
And such seems to have been the high destiny of
the American pioneer. By his struggles, by his
persistent hardihood, by his hard-earned experiences
to have learned the “price of liberty," the value
of intelligence, sobriety and law, and the proper
appreciation of wealth and its dispensations.
\Vhen the American people erect a monument
to her bravest and truest, let its emblem be the
simple and unpretentious log cabin, for beneath
the rude thatching, from within its strong log shel
ter. beside its glowing, hospitable and cheery ﬁre
stacks, came the grandest, the wisest, the truest
and bravest of all America’s grand nobility and
womanhood.
In Europe the great cities, and those governing
and in power, mold the character of the people.
The man upon the frontier molds himself. The
man who lies down at night with his riﬂe by his
side, ready for his household’s defence, needs no
generalship of others. The boy Whose axe is made
to subdue his acre of forest against the inclemency
of an American winter, will, at least, not mature

to a puny or dependent manhood. And the woman

unfortunately, not to the death, but to the lives of

who cares for her own household, and braves the

paltry Kings and paltry Dukes and Generals, and
their glorious deeds in the murder and bloodshed
0f the weak and defenseless. But what does the
world know of the pioneer history of America, of
its heroes and heroines?
Embracing a period the most eventful in the

solitude of the forest and prairie to help her sick
and faltering neighbor, will not prove the weak
and unworthy woman.
Slowly does the world open up the avenues to
the preferment of women. However ungenerous
man may be to her claims elsewhere, on the fron
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tier she was his full equal, his indispensable help
mate and the companion of his solitude and toil,
and all over the broad land on this ﬁeld of danger
and struggle. the pioneer wives proved themselves
fully as brave and worthy the title “Mothers of the
Nation."
But sixty years ago Chicago and her surround
ings were of the wilderness. Whele now the
earth throbs with the terrible energy of our civili
zation and the air is consumed with the very ﬁres
of the forces, all was solitude, terrible and oppres
sive. liven danger and alarm were welcome, if so
to break the fearful spell of silence and isolation.
It was in truth an unwelcome and lonely place fora
woman. But the long night of its slumber-s was to be
broken. The sunshine is smiling upon the clearing.
Soon log cabins come to dot the prairies, or nestle
in the timber; then came brave women to ﬁll them;

and so braving the solitudes of the wilderness,
braving the snows of winter, braving the sun of
midsummer, braving the pestilence and miasma of
this terrible waste, came Phoebe Phelps and Nelson
Landon. the ﬁrst settlers—the ﬁrst husband and
wife, upon the lake shore bordering Wisconsin and
prairies adjacent to them.
Nelson Landon was born in Salisbury,C0nn., Jan
uary 26, 1307, his father serving in the Revolution.

He was the youngest of twelve children, and re
ceived the common-school education of those
times. At the age of twenty-one he went to Ver
mont, clerking for Jonathan Hoyt, a merchant of
New Haven. September 16, 1833, he married
Phoebe Phelps, and came to La Porte, Ind., start
ing the ﬁrst store at that point. Soon after be

located at Niles, Mich., engaging in the hotel,
stage and blacksmithing business. But the ague,
the scourge of those times, fastened upon him, and
he was incapacitated by its debilitating inﬂuences
f0r pleasure or business. In fact it threatened his
very existence. At this time his wife took full
charge of his business, fully qualiﬁed by the gen
erous education of her Vermont schools and early
experiences. Also at this time, Jerry Stowell, a
young man he had well known in Vermont, came
to Niles, and it was soon planned they should visit
the surrounding territory, land hunting. This
implied, in the vernacular of the times, looking up

mill sites, town sites, or the choicest farm lands.

Their ﬁrst destination was the region of the Wa
bash, but on the ague score it was from the frying
pan into the tire. So turning north, they visited
Chicago. Settle here they could not without difﬁ
culty, for it was an ocean of mud and bottomless. A
wild goose or sand-hill crane at that time might
probably navigate the region of water on Lake
Street, but excepting those happily constructed

early inhabitants. anything not web-footed went to
the bottom. So mounting their ponies, they ﬂed
the city, seeking an atmosphere and location not
already pre-empted by mosquitoes and sand ﬂies.
Starting north, they struck the old Green Bay trail,
military route or blazed path, marked out by the
Government for the guide and movements of
troops between the posts of Green Bay and Chi
cago. At the site of what is now the city of
Racine they met a squatter who told them of ﬁne
locations south. So retracing their steps, the
two, Jerry Stowell and Nelson Landon pre-empted
the ﬁrst land in what is now known as Benton
Township, and were the ﬁrst settlers on the lake
shore between Chicago and Milwaukee. Here log
cabins were soon put up, and leaving Jerry Stow
ell to provide bay for winter, young Landon re
turned for his wife and household goods. In the
fall of 1835 the cabins were occupied, and from
that on, the settlement of that region progressed
rapidly. By his industry and the advantage of
early location he soon multiplied his possessions to
the largest farm in the county. It was through
his inﬂuence mainly, the county became the second
wool-producing county in

the State, be having

ﬁrst introduced that interest and pushed the indus
try.. Not only in wool, but in dairying also was
he the pioneer until both these interests became a

prominent factor of its agricultural products.
Mr. Landon was pre-eminently a public-spirited
citizen; he was foremost in establishing the humble
schools and churches of those times. At once he
took a leading position in the organization of the
county, its roads, courts and general government.
He was too busy to be an ofﬁce-seeker, neither

were his ambitions of that kind, yet be ﬁlled many
of the most important ofﬁces at some time during
the whole period of his life. He was strictly tem
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perate in all his habits and hated the saloon and
all its inﬂuences. In politics he was a Republican,
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ing satisﬁed at the time of his death that Republi

Michigan must be a bold and resolute character,
for death and destruction threatened the seaman
in the then unknown waters at every change of the
wind. It was no place for a man except of great

canism was not what it had been, and that even the

experience and resource, and all the courage and

party of Lincoln and Grant might become asother
parties had—simply a machine of manipulation
and not of progress and national purity. He was
not the man to compromise with evils that were
debauching and overthrowing every American in
stitution and its legislation; consequently he was
a stanch Republican sound to the core. He fol
lowed no crowd; he was man enough to stand
alone when necessary, and one of his ﬁrmest later
convictions was, that corruptions arising from
whisky politics or the control of legislation coming
by the reign of saloon inﬂuences and the sympa
thizing legislation, was the cause of the blight then
falling upon the farming interest consequent upon
crowding the farmer out of politics and ﬁlling the
halls of legislation with city politicians and men
qualiﬁed simply by the power created of wealth.
In the early, days of the county there arose a
division of interests over the location of the county
seat. In such a scramble and struggle it was nat
ural there should be strong feelings aroused. And
so it proved to be—and “red hot.” All engaged
were men who went in to win. Much of the ver
nacular of those days belonged to profane history.
From the general prevalence of malaria, brandy
and quinine was the common stimulant and there
is little question that there was more malaria
abroad in the atmosphere at that time than ever
was known before or since.
Those who remember Landon need not query
whether he needed the stimulants to do justice to
the subject. One of the characters drawn into the
local ﬁght was Captain Morris Robinson, a man of

iron will of a thoroughgoing sailor. That Robin_
son possessed these characteristics no man ques
tioned, and when with these qualities he threw his
energies into a ﬁght it was to the death. But
though the pluck and energy was with the Landon
and Robinson faction the numbers and intrigues
were with the revolters. Landon and Robinson
now saw themselves out-generaled and their side
beaten.
vThere was one more resource—the Legislature;

but never an idolater or tool, and was fast becom

remarkable characteristics, of great natural force

of character, a man of strong and positive dislikes,
and yet true and steadfast as steel in his friend
ships.
In early days the commerce of the lower lakes
- was the most remunerative business on the frontier,

and Buﬁ’alo was the Chicago of the West. The
navigator that could sail his craft through the
straits and into the unknown and treacherous Lake

and that was in Springﬁeld, with not a railroad in
the State nor stage route to that point and scarcely
a horse in the county. To wait was to be beaten,
so afoot and alone, sheltered where shelter was,

laying his length upon the sod where shelter was
not, Captain Morris Robinson, with that grim and

unconquerable will that quailed before no man,
(yet which his enemies feared and hated 80,)
tramped on his long and weary journey. The
ﬁght was Won, the county seat was located at Little
Fort, now Waukegan, and‘ to the stubborn sailor,
Morris Robinson, by his long tramp to Springﬁeld,
and to Nelson Landon, does Waukegan owe the
impetus given to the infant town and pride of the
county seat, and although long ago his dust went
back to earth those that knew him say, no braver
sailor

ever commanded

on a

quarterdeck; no

friend was truer; no man struck harder blows in a

political ﬁght than Morris Robinson.
These were the times and scenes of our fathers,

and shall we disparage their work P are we ashamed
of their rugged hands and still stronger minds?
Shall the rude cabin be forgotten ? Shall the events
of their lives in the glare and tinsel of our times
be called insigniﬁcant? If so, then Bunker-’s Hill
and the winter of Valley Eorge were in vain.

If

so, then the deadly riﬂes with Jackson in New Or
leans are of a paltry tale. If so, then the ﬁght
about Richmond was not war.
Oh no l It was their hands that laid the corner
stone of the grandest, most benign, the most com
prehensive constitutional Government this world
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has ever known; it was their wisdom that made this
the most prosperous land the sun shines upon.
Phebe Phelps was no common woman—gifted
with more than common abilities the hard life of
the pioneer simply called into activity every re
source of her nature. Schooled in the atmosphere
of New England, her character partook of her early
associations; she was religious without intolerance;
she was industrious and frugal and yet her hand
was open to every distress and charity. Having
obtained a liberal education in early life she took
an active interest in all information pertaining to
society, the Government and of general informa
tion. The wonder was how one with such arduous
duties could read so much and keep so well in
formed. In her social relations, she was always
conspicuous,and from the earliest settlement of the
county to the time of her death, her house was
noted for its hospitality and cheer. Her friends
were indeed a host, and when her death occurred,
perhaps never was such a. manifestation of grief
seen in the county. and from far and wide of every
class and station came mourners to pay their last
earthly tribute.
Phebe Phelps was born in New Haven, Vermont,

January 5, 1814; married Nelson Landon April 16,
1835. She was left an orphan in her infancy.
Herfather was Maj. Matthew Phelps, an ofﬁcer
of the War of 1812. as his father before him was col
onel and ofﬁcer in the Revolution. Maj. Phelps
died of disease contracted in the service leaving a
young widow and family of which Phebe Phelps
‘was the youngest. Her children were Sarah Cath

find him and where he was. There were no mistakes
made in surmising what Landon would say or do.
You could trust him implicitly, for with him there
was no compromise of principle or honor. What
eVer of faults he might have, deceit, cowardice or
hesitaney were not among them. That he was per
fect no man ever claimed, much less so himself,

but whatever his faults, his rugged personality, his
honest and sincere efforts in behalf of public in
terests, his uncompromising patriotism and hospi
table friendships far outweighed all his weaker in
ﬁrmities. His lot was cast in rough and turbu
lant times; though a pioneer he ever manifested
the tastes of a true gentleman. Such men in the
economy of nature are sent forward to hew out the

path to a smoother and more harmonious civiliza
tion and well did he perform his task. Ilis last re
quest was that he might be laid in his eternal rest
with the ashes of his neighbors and the companions
of his toil, and here in the shade of the oaks, by
the waters of the Lake he sleeps amidst the scenes
of his creation.
On the death of his ﬁrst wife, which occurred
May 28,1869, he resigned the ownership of his
farm to his children, and later married Miss
Louisa Rider, of Waukegan, who now survives him
in the residence occupied by them during his life,
and under whose hospitable roof many of the most
generous and happy reunions of the family have
taken place. His death occurred June 17, 1884.

w

erine, Phebe Jannette, Sarah Catherine, Emilie

Juniette, Helen Josephine. Three only surviving.
Phebe Jannette, the wife of George P. Kellogg now
of Benton Township; Emilie Juniette wife of Will
iam M. Hoyt of Chicago, and Josephine residing
with her sister at that place.
Of Nelson Landon what can he said: the mark
of his hand is upon every substantial work of the
county; his individuality is indelibly impressed
and engraved not only upon the memory of every
old settler living, but identiﬁed with every enter
prise and material interest projected by the citizens
of his section. Under all circumstances. in every
place he was Nelson Landon, you knew where to

[AQEORGE B. CUMMINGS, a pharmacist and
,' QC? druggist, is the pioneer in his line of busi
\.\//\i ness in Highland Park, where he has con
tinuously carried on operations since 1873. He
was born in Manchester, N. H., September 11, 1847,
and is a son of \Villiam and Mary (Darling) Cum
mings. His father was born in Parkman, Me.,
August 13, 1821, and in early life removed to
Manchester, N. H. He enlisted for the late war on
October 9, 1861, as a private of Company I, First
Maine Cavalry, was promoted to Sergeant. and
died at Aquia Creek, Va., May 16, 1863, of disease
contracted in the service. His wife, who was born
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in Concord, N. H., August 10, 1818, died March
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He was brought up at Biddleford, Mo., and was
educated in the citv schools.
In 1864, Mr. Cummings engaged as clerk in a
drug store at that place, where he was employed

holder and discharges his duties in a prompt and
able manner. He and his wife are members of the
Baptist Church. One of the leading business men
of Highland Park, Mr. Cummings is a prominent
and enterprising citizen who takes an active interest
in all pertaining to the welfare and upbuilding of

until 1867.

the community.

27, 1852, when George was but four years of age.

He then removed to Boston, Mass,

and accepted a like position there, where be per
fected himself in the drug business, continuing in
that city for three years. In 1870, he started for

a—a-es—~-E=—

the West, landing in Kenosha, Wis., where he en

gaged as clerk with Dr. Robinson, a well-known
and popular druggist of that city, continuing with
him for three years, when he removed to Highland
Park. and established his present business. Ile
opened the ﬁrst drug store here and has carried it
on since without opposition except from a store at

Ft. Sheridan, a mile and a half to the northward
but within the corporate limits of Highland Park.
When Mr. Cummings started in business here he
had the only drug store within a radius of thirteen
miles of this plaCe. His store is complete in all its
appointments. is kept in city style and contains a
full stock of everything usually kept in a ﬁrst-class

drug store. Ilis trade is largely city trade and his
patrons are mostly from the families of Chicago
business men residing in this suburban town.
On September 3, 1873, Mr. Cummings and Miss
Addie E. Pienkowsky were married in Kenosha.
The lady was born in Bristol, Wis., and is adaugh
ter of Thaddeus S. I’icnkowsky, a Polish exile of
the Revolution of 1832, and the youngest son of a
Polish Count. He loeated in Bristol, Wis., in 1842,
and died December 14, 1868. His wife, whose
maiden name was Emilia E. Norton, was born in

Poughkcepsie, N. Y., June 10, 1818, their mar
riage was celebrated in July. 1834, and she died
November 10, 1884. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cum
mings has been born a son—George Willis, born in
Highland Park, November 2, 1874.
In politics, Mr. Cummings is a Republican, and
served as Postmaster of Highland Park from Jan
uary, 1876 until April, 1883. He was elected City
Treasurer in an early day here and served three
years. In April, 1891, he was again elected to
that ofﬁce and is the present encumbent. He has
proved himself a capable and efﬁcient ofﬁce- .

6" If SHBEL V. SMITH, a real-estate agent and
l retired farmer, residing in Waukegan, is
U numbered among the pioneers of Lake
:/
County of 1840. He was born in Oneida
County, N. Y., near the city of Rome, October 26,
1823, and is a son of John and Lucy (Fox) Smith.
His parents were natives of Connecticut, the former
born on the 19th of August, 1792, and the latter

Januarv 28. 1794.

Emigrating Westward they

settled in this county in 1840 and here remained
until 1848, when they removed to Eureka, Wis.,

where the father died on the 19th of August, 1882‘
His wife passed away some years previous, her
death having occurred June 19, 1869.
The subject of this sketch accompanird his par
ents to Lake County in September, 1840. and set'
tled on section 6, in the town of Fremont, which

had only just been surveyed. He was then only
Seventeen years of age. As soon as able he took
up an eighty-acre tract on that section worth $1.25
per acre and borrowed the money to make the
payment at the rate of twenty-ﬁve per cent. inter
est, to earn which he worked out at $10 per month.
He subsequently increased his acreage as his means
allowed until he now has a ﬁnely improved farm

of four hundred and sixteen acres in Fremont
Township besides other valuable property in every
town and city in Lake County.
On the 2d of May, 1849, in the town of -Fre-

mont, Mr. Smith was unitedjn marriage with Miss
Elizabeth A. Br0wn, who was born in French

Creek, Chautauqua County, N. Y., May 26, 1829,
and was a daughter of JOhn Brown. Her father
died during her childhood and with her mother
she came to Illinois in 1844. Five children were
born to Mr. and Mrs. Smith, four sons and a
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daughter: Charles D.. the eldest, married Jennie
Paddock and resides in ‘Vaukegan. He has been
engaged in school teaching for several years and
owns a farm of one hundred and twelve acres near
his father’s homestead; William B. married Alice
Paddock, is a commercial traveler for a Chicago
house and resides in Waukegan; Ashbel, Jr., died

at the age of ﬁve years; Mary E. married John
Latta and has one son-Smith Latta; she now rc

sides with her father. Ira wedded Clara Townsend
and operates the home farm in the town of Fre
mont.

Mr. Smith continued farming and dealing in real
estate and tax certiﬁcates until 1888 when he re
moved to W'aukegan where he has since resided.
His wife died in that city April 28, 1889; she was
a member of the Church of Christ and her husband
belongs to the same denomination. .in politics he
is a Republican and has voted with that party ever
since its organization. He has been elected to va
rious local ofﬁces, having served as town Com mis
sioner of Highways for six years, Collector and
Assessor for two terms and School Director for
twenty-ﬁve years. He isa Knight Templar Mason
and ademitted member of Hainesvillc Lodge No.

115, of Hainesville, “1., also belongs to Waukcgan
Chapter N0. 41, R. A. M., and Waukegan Com
mandery No. 12, K. 'i‘. For many years Mr. Smith
has been dealing in real estate and tax certiﬁcates
in connection with farming and has continued that
line of business since removing to Waukegan. He
is one of the most extensive dealers in tax certifi
cates in the county and is widely known as an en
terprising, upright man whose integrity is beyond
question.
Mr. Smith has made four trips from Illinois to

California and return. The last was made in the
winter and spring of 1891, during which he was
married at San Francisco. March 22, to Mrs. Eliza

beth H. Fitzpatrick, widow of H. W. Fitzpatrick.
She was born in the town of North Tawton, Devon

shire, England, and is a daughter of Thomas and
Mary (ileathman) Treganown, the former a native
of Wales and the latter of England. She came to
America in 1844, where she was married to H. W.
Fitzpatrick, now deceased, by whom she had four
children—two sons and two daughters: Frank, the

eldest, married Miss Maggie King, of St. Louis,
and is a resident of Leavenworth, Kan., and a mem

ber of the Masonic order; Ella M. is the wife of
Henry P. Sexton, of San Francisco; Ralph L. is

single and lives in Stockton, Cal.; Jesse B. is a res
ident of San Francisco and the youngest of the
family. Mrs. Smith formerly resided in Illinois
and in 1873 removed to California where she re
sided until her second marriage. She is a member
of Golden Gate Chapter No. 1, O. E. S., and has
belonged to the Order of Eastern Star for many
years. She is also a member of the Presbyterian
Church, with which she has been connected for
many years. Mr. and Mrs. Smith arrived at their
home in Waukegan on the 30th of March, 1891.
He has many warm friends in this community and
it will not be long before his wife has also made
friends with them.

Wm
/‘;ILLIAM F. MURRAY, deceased, formerly

,

proprietor of the Waukegan House, was

born in the town of Urbana, Steuben Co.,
N. Y., April 3, 1829, and was a son of William

and Abigail Murray. He came to Illinois in
l844, and settled in Joliet. Having attained to
mature years, he was married in Elgin, this State,

December 20, 1849, to Miss Jennie Stebbens,a
daughter of Ralph and Louisa (Rundell) Steb
hens, and a native of Pennsylvania, born in Craw
ford County in 1833. Her father was born in
New Hampshire, and her mother was a native of
Rochester, N. Y.

In 1842 the family came to Ill

inois and settled in Oswego, Where the father died
a few months afterward. The mother was again
married, her second husband being George Ham
mer.
Mr. Murray settled in Elgin, where he was en
gaged in the woolen business until the spring of
1858, when he removed to MeHenry County, Ill.,
residing there until 1862, which year witnessed his

arrival in Waukegan. He became proprietor of
the Waukegan House, which he made the best
hotel in the city and continued in that line of
business up to the time of his death, which oc
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curred December 10, 1869.
wife and two children, sons.
est, who was

born

He died, leaving a l he began life for himself.
Clarence A., the eld

February 8,

1851, married

Miss Lillie A. Edwards, and is the present Post
master of Waukegan, as well as part owner and
manager of the Waukegan House. Fred, the
younger son, was born October 3, 1857, and mar

ried Helen Montgomery. He is now station agent
for the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Com
pany at Dixon, III. In the family was also one
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Resolving to try his

fortune in the New World, in 1854, he crossed the

Atlantic from Bremerhaven to New York, and
thence made his way to Chicago, and on to this
county. where he purchased forty acres of wild land
and began the development of a farm. He is now
the owner of two hundred and forty-five acres of
land, the greater part of which is well tilled, yield
ing a golden tribute in return for the care and
cultivation bestowed upon it. There are good

daughter, but she died before her father’s death.

outbuildings and other improvements, all of which

She was born in March, 1859, and died September
10, 1860.
Mr. Murray was a Republican in politics and
was elected and served as a member of the City
Council of Waukegan. Socially he was an Odd
Fellow and a Knight Templar Mason, holding
membership in Waukegan Lodge, No. 78, A. F.
& A. M.; Waukegan Chapter, No.41, R. A. M.;

are the work of Mr. Schwerman’s hands. He came.
to this country a poor man, having no capital
with which to begin life, but has labored indus
triously to acquire a comfortable competence, and
as the result of his perseverance and enterprise
has acquired a handsome property. He has also
won many friends among his fellow-townsmen,
who esteem him highly for his sterling Worth and

and Waukegan Commandery, No. 12, K. T.

the best interests of the community he, has ever

Mrs.

Murray survives her husband and for several
years after his death she conducted the Waukegan
House, which is now managed by her son, Clar
ence A. This hotel is the only ﬁrst-class house in
the city and has recently been refitted and painted
throughout. It is complete in its appointments,
and is noted for its uniform neatncss, good table
and general comfort of its guests.

WW““

had at heart. He is a consistent and faithful mem
ber of the Lutheran Church, of FairlieldJ in which

he held the ofﬁce of Treasurer for ten years, and
was six years a member of the Board of Trustees.
In its interest he has worked faithfully, doing
much to promote its welfare. He has also been
closely connected with the upbuilding of the par
ochial schools. and for six years he has been Di
rector of the public schools. He has also held the
ofﬁce of Township Collector, the duties of which
he has discharged in a. prompt and faithful man
lle cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Abra
11(‘l'.
ham Lincoln, and has since afﬁliated with

tion 34, Fremont Township, where he car

ries on agricultural pursuits, claims Ger
) many as the land of his birth. He ﬁrst
opened his eyes to the light of day in Hanover,
February 25, 1833. His parents are Jacob and
Dorothy Schwerman, both of whom were natives

of Hanover. The father was a farmer and died
in his native land in 1861. after which his widow
came to this country, where her death occurred
ten years later. Minnie, the only daughter of the
family, is now deceased, and Fred, the youngest
son, resides in Germany.

Under the parental roof our subject grew to
manhood, and when he had attained his majority

the

Republican party, but does not take a prominent
part in political affairs.
On the 26th of February, 1861, Mr. Sehwer
man was united in marriage with Miss Caroline
Illume, a native of Hanover, born in 1835. Nine
children grace their union, four sons apd ﬁre
daughters, and the family circle is yet unbroken.
Emma is the wife of Henry Pepper,a farmer of
Ela Towaship; Willie married Clara Kempc and
is a clergyman of the Lutheran Church, now en
gaged in pastoral work in Missouri.
He com
pleted his education in St. Louis, and for ten
years was a student. Louisa is engaged in mer
chandising in Chicago; Minnie is the wife of Otto
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bec County, Me.. in January 1816, and was a
sawyer and miller by trade. His early education
was supplemented by a High School course and he
was a man of more than average ability. Their

Masman. a minister of the Lutheran Church and a
finely educated man, residing in Michigan; Henry
is a mechanic in Chicago; August is studying tele
graphy in Rockefeller; Herman resides on the old
homestead. Anna, a maiden of fourteen years, and
Lena, aged nine. complete the family.

marriage was

celebrated on June 20.

1843, in

Adkinson, Me., and soon after they bade good-by
to their old home and many friends and_started

across the country for Illinois. They took on the
trip two wagons, in one of which was ﬁtted up a
cook stove and they prepared their own meals.
They passed through Ft. Dearborn, which was then
a very small hamlet but has grown into the city of
Chicago, whose population numbers one million
two hundred thousand. After seven weeks and
three days of travel they arrived in Lake County
and made a claim of a quarter-section of land in
Ela Township. Their ﬁrst home was what the early
settlers called a "shack," and they began life in
true pioneer style. They had to endure many trials

-E$$%LQE-o

Q RS. LYDIA JANE TURNER is living
t at her pleasant home on section 25, Wau
conda Township. just at the outskirts of
the village. She has been a resident of
this county since its pioneer days and is therefore
deserving of a representation in this volume. She
was born in Oxford, Oxford County, Me., Decem
ber 4, 1820, and is the second in a family of eleven

children, four sons and seven daughters, whose
parents are Nathaniel and Lydia (Briggs) Young.
The father is a native of Maine. He was born in
the Pine Tree State in 1793, and is still living at
the advanced age of ninety eight. He was a soldier
in the War of 1812 and receives a pension in
recognition of his services In religious faith he
is aUniversalist and he is one of those men of
grand and noble character whom all delight to meet.
The mother died in 1866. Of their family. Jabez

and hardships.

The winter after their arrival was

an exceedingly severe one and they missed the
comforts of their old home, but uncomplainingly
they bore these disadvantages and in course of
time prosperity crowned their labors and they
were able to supply themselves with all the com
forts and many of the luxuries of life. Their
nearest market was Little Fort, or Waukegan, and
their table was supplied with meat by the deer and
other wild game which was there very plentiful.
Mrs. Turner tells how on one occasion their claim
was about to he jumped and her husband, leaving
her alone walked all the way to Chicago to secure
the deed.
Unto this worthy couple were born nine children
as follows: Thurston B., who follows farming in
MeHenry County, married Miss Lucy Griswold, of
Wauconda and they have three children; Helen F.
is the wife of Morris Ford whose sketch appears

is married and is now a retired farmer of Maine;

Mrs. Turner is the next younger; Erastus G. is
is married and makes his home in Burlington,
Iowa; Lucinda E. is the wife of L. Esterbrook. a
farmer of Aroostook County, Me.; Eliza Ann is

the wife of John Taylor, a farmer; Matilda is the
wife of John Clark of Maine; Flora is now Mrs.
Hunter. of Maine; Sarah is the widow of M r. Frank
Lount and resides in Holton Village, Me., Eveline
is the wife of Isaac Byther of Aroostook County,

Me.; Charles is married and follows farming in the
elsewhere in this work; Lucinda E. is the wife of
Pine Tree State: and Rufus is also a farmer of
C. A. Meyer. and resides in Fremont Township;
Sarah J. is the wife of Frank Thomas, Supervisor
Maine.
of FremOnt Township whose sketch is also given
I'nder the parental roof Lydia Young grew to
on another page; and Seth D., twin brother of
womanhood. She received an excellent education
Sarah, resides with his mother. He is classed among
in the graded schools of Dover, Me., and IS a lady
of intelligence and culture. “'hen she had attained 1 the representative citizens of Wauconda Township
mature years she gave her hand in marriage to ‘ and is the stay of his mother in her old age. He
Luther Turner. who was born in Bucktield, Kenne
follows farming and stock-raising and is the owner
I

s

l
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a native of Lake County, and unto them have been
born two sons—William Luther, born May 1, 1890;
and Frank Albert May 14, 1891. In politics, Seth
Turner is a Republican and few men are more
widely and favorably known in this community
than he.

the settlers in this community were then very few,
and they went to Chicago. Three days were re
quired to make the trip at that time, and such
was the wild condition of the country that buf
faloes still roamed over the prairies and the ln
dian had his Wigwam where now stands some of
the ﬁnest farms of Illinois. Mr. Lawrence built
a house on the farm where our subject now re
sides from clapboards split out of timber, then
cleared and improved the land and developed
from the wild prairie a good farm. He owned
one hundred and ﬁfty acres, one hundred of which
he had entered from the Government. He was

The father, Luther Turner, died on March 5,

killed by a horse on the 8th of October, 1878, at

1887, and was laid to rest in Fairﬁeld Cemetery.

the age of seventy years, two months and twenty
one days. His wife survived him some time, being
called to her ﬁnal rest on the 1st of June, 1886, at
the age of seventy-seven years. They were the
parents of six children: Eliza, the eldest, is the
wife of Robert Brand, of California; Mary died

of two valuable horses of the Hambletonian breed,
a ﬁne stallion, ﬁfteen and a half hands high; and

“Eva Hays," aged ﬁve yea rs and sixteen hands high.
Her sire’s record can be placed at 2:171}. Mr.
Turner is an excellent judge of horses, of which he
has been a great lover throughout his entire life.
On April 3, 1887, he married Caddie L. Griswold,

A beautiful monument marks the spot, erected to

his memory by his loving wife. In his death the
county lost a good citizen, his neighbors a faithful
friend. his family a loving husband and father and
the Methodist Church of Fairﬁeld a faithful mem
ber. In politics he was a Democrat and for some
time held the ofﬁce of School Director, being a
warm friend to education. Mr. and Mrs. Turner
have always been classed among the best and most
prominent citizens of Waucouda Township. The
lady is also a devoted member of the Methodist
Church and is held in high esteem for her many
excellencies of character. Her friends throughout
the community are many and We are pleased to
present them with this record of her life.

El:
OHN LAWRENCE, of Libertyville, has
spent his entire life in this connty and is a
I representative of one of the honored pio
/ neer families. His father, George Lawrence,
was born in Kent County, England, July 17, 1808,
acquired a good common-school education, and
with his father followed thatching. At the age of
twenty he crossed the Atlantic, determined to try
his fortune in the New World. He located in
Canada, where he met and married Isabella Brock,
who was born in that country on the 14th of Feb

ruary, 1802, of Scotch parentage. They emigrated
to Illinois in 1830, locating in Libertyville_ but

in Waukegan April 10. 1875, at the age (it thirty
three years, seven months and twenty-six days;
John is the next younger; Iantha is the deceased
wife of Henry Harvey, her death having occurred
on the lst of August, 1879, at the age of thirty
two years and eight months.
John Lawrence, whose name heads this sketch,

was reared to manhood in the usual manner of
farmer lads, and has made farming his life occu
pation. Childhood, youth and mature years have
all been spent on the present farm, which he has
operated since his father’s death. He has never
been away from home more than a year al
together in his life.
He now possesses one
hundred and forty seven acres of good land under
a high state of cultivation. but devotes the
greater part of his time and attention to dairying,
which he carries on quite extensively, keeping
twenty-eight cows for this purpose. The product
of his dairy is of the best quality and ﬁnds a
ready sale in the home market. Mr. Lawrence is'a
good business man, enterprising and industrious,
sagaeious and far-sighted. Fairness has charac
terized all his dealings and he is regarded as one
of the worthy citizens of the community. In poli
ties on questions of national importance he votes
| the Democratic ticket, having cast his ﬁrst ballot
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for Seymour, but at local elections he supports
the man whom he thinks will best ﬁll the ofﬁce re
gardless of party aﬁiliations.
Mr. Lawrence has been twiCe married. On the
30th of March, 1881, he was joined in wedlock
with Elida Davis, who was born in this county,
and is of Welsh descent, her parents being natives
of Wales. On the ﬁrst anniversary of their mar
riage she was lying a corpse in what had been
their happy home. She left one child, a (laughter,
who was named after her mother. In December,
1885, Mr. Lawrence was again married, his second

union being with Mary Loftus, who is also a na
tive of this county, horn of English parentage.
Their union has been blessed with two children—
George and Guy. In the forty-ﬁve years in which
our subject has been a resident of the county he
has taken an active part in its growth and upbuild
ing, and has been an eye-witness to its entire de
velopment. He is held in high regard by those
who know him and is a man of worth and merit.

would be god-father to the seventh son born unto
any soldier in his service, and that the parents
should receive $20. Our subject ‘was the seventh
so_n born unto Henry Knigge, and thus the gift of
$20 was bestowed upon him. The ﬁrst thirteen
years of his life was spent in the Fatherland, and
he then accompanied his parents to America in
1847, where his education was completed in the'com
mon schools. The greater part of his life has been'
spent in farming, but for four years, bettveen the
ages of nineteen and twenty-three, he worked in
Cook County upon the railroad, being foreman of
a gang engaged in the repairing of tracks. He be
gan farming for himself in 1856 in His Township,
and continued that occupation with good success
until a short time since. He began with only forty
acres of land, but from time to time added to that

amount until three hundred and seventy-ﬁve acres
yielded to him a golden tribute for the care and
labor he bestowed upon it. He is still the owner
of two hundred acres of that amount. Mr. Knigge
never inherited a cent, and whatever he possessos
is the result of his own efforts.
in 1856, in Ela Township, our subject was united
in marriage with Caroline Schmidt, a native of
Mecklenburg, Germany, who came

to- America

when a maiden of fourteen summers. Their union
was blessed with ten children, but three are now

»ILLIAM H. KNIGGE, of the ﬁrm of
W Kniggc dz Son, general merchants of Rocke
\
feller, is one of the early settlers and self
made men of the county. Germany has furnished
to America no better citizen than he whose name
heads this sketch. Born in Ilanover, Germany, on
the 20th of December, 1833, our subject is a son
of Henry Knigge, a carpenter and farmer of Han
over, who serVed as a German soldier. and partici

stead in Fremont Township, and were educated

pated in the battle of Waterloo, under Marshal

both in the English and German languages.

Blueber.

He married Dorothy Hograve, and unto

them were born nine chillren, eight sons and a

daughter: Henry, who died in Germany; Dorothy,
who has been a resident of this county since 1847;
Fred living in Germany; August, of Ela Town

ship; Lewis, who was killed on the railroad; Diet
rich, who died in childhood; Dietrich, the second

of that name, now living in Germany,- William H.,
of this sketch; and Philip, who died in the old
country.

A decree had gone out that the King of England

deceased: Emma is the wife of John Rohrer, of

Chicago; Amelia is the wife of Mr. Fidler, of ()hi
cago; Frank is in business with his father; Herman
married Hannah Myer, and is also living in the
city; Lena, Annie and Albert are all at home. The
children were all born and reared on the old home

About a year ago Mr. Knigge established a gen

eral mercantile store in Rockefeller, placing his
sons in charge, and the business has been conducted
so successfully, that it yields no ineonsiderable in
come. The family make their home in'Rockefeller,
where they have resided for two years. Well
known throughout the community, they are held
in high esteem and in the social world occupy an
enviable position. Mr. Knigge is one of the in
fluential and prominent citizens of the community.
and has ever borne an active part in the upbuild
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ing of the county and the promotion of the best
interests. In political sentiment he is a stanch Re
publican, and has never missed an election except

one township election. He cast his ﬁrst Presi
dential vote for Fremont, and has supported each
successive candidate since. A number of local
ofﬁces have been ﬁlled by him with credit to him~
self and satisfaction to his constituents, and he is

now the present efﬁcient and popular Postmaster
of Rockefeller. He and his family are members
of the Lutheran Church, with which he has been

connected for twenty-four years, serving for half
of that time as Trustee. Those who know Mr.
Knigge esteem him for his sterling worth, and his
friends speak of him words of the highest com
mendation and respect.

>t_’_\"—_\
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prominence in his profession, and was numbered
among the leading citizens of the community
where he made his home. He spent most his active ‘
business life in Barre, Vt., whither he journeyed on

horseback, carrying his saddle-bags with him in the
early days when railroads were not yet established.
He gained great renown as a successful practitioner
in the disease of smallpox, and prepared a number
of important papers to be. read before the State
Medical Society. During the War of 1812 he
served as physician and surgeon, was present at the
battle of Plattsburg, and afterward his widow re
ceived a land warrant in recognition of his ser
vices. In his early life he was aFederalist, and
cast his ﬁrst vote for John Adams, and afterward

he became a Whig. A man of more than ordinary
ability, he rose to a high rank among his profes
sional brethren, and was widely known. He mar
ried Lucy Backus, who was born in Connecticut,
April 7, 1784, and became a successful teacher.

vlLLIAM ROBERT PADDOCK is engaged
(\\/\//\/ in general farming and stock-raising on
\_/\j section 1, Wauconda Township, where he

Her father; Stephen Backus, was a Revolutionary
soldier and afterward received a pension. The
marriage of Dr. and Mrs. Paddock was celebrated

owns two hundred and forty acres of valuable land,

about 1816.

the greater part of- which is under a high state of
cultivation and well improved. “is home is a

Wauconda Township, at the age of seventy-six
years.
Our subject acquired an excellent education in
the public schools of Vermont and Newbury Acad
emy, and having been a great reader throughout
his life, has made himself a well-informed man. At
the age of twenty-one he entered upon his business
career with little capital, but by diligence and
economy has accumulated a competency which
places him and his family in easy circumstances.
As a companion and helpmate on life’s journey he
chose Miss Nancy Stickney, who was born March
11, 1834, in New Hampshire, but was reared in the

commodious, substantial and tasty residence, and

there are also seen good barns and other outbuild'
ings, such as are found on the model farm of the
nineteenth century'. In connection with general
farming he also engages quite extensively in stOck
raising, and has made a. specialty of a line grade of
Merino sheep.
Mr. Paddock was born in Barre, Washington
County, Vt., on the 25th of April, 1827, and is the

youngest of nine children, two .sons and seven
daughters. These were born of three marriages,
and the immediate family of our subject consisted
of himself and two sisters, Lucy Backus, who was

a lady of superior intelligence, and died at the age
of thirty-six years; and Ellen Jane. She became

The lady died March 28, 1860, in

Green Mountain State, where she obtained a liberal

education. Their union was celebrated on the 1st of
January, 1850, and has been blessed with a family
of seven children, three sons and four daughters,

the wife of Chancey Loomis, a native of Vermont

the eldest of whom, Jennie, is the wife of C. D.

and a hook-keeper by profession.

Smith, who is employed as Elder Brother in the
Meridan State Reform School of Connecticut. Mrs.
Smith was educated in Evanston University, and
with her husband has been employed in that work
for nineteen years, gaining an almost national repu

deceased.

Both are now

The father, Robert Paddock, was born

in Connecticut, April 29, 1768, and died December
23, 1842, at the age of seVenty-four years. He he
came a noted physician and surgeon who won
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tation.

Nellie is the wife of William Wood, a

ness as a carpenter, which trade he had learned in

merchant of Oak Park, 11].; Alice is the wife of

early life.

William B. Smith, who resides in Waukegan, and
is employed as traveling salesman for I). M. Os
borne & Co.; Robert W., who acquired an excel
lent education in Valparaiso, Ind., wedded Miss
Mary Nichols, a native of Shiloh, Mich., and is a

In politics he afﬁliated with the Whig party and
in religious belief was a Methodist. His upright,
honorable life made him a respected and worthy
citizen. In the Ray family were ten children,
seven sons and three daughters, of whom ﬁve are
yet living.
Robert Ray is the second child of the family and
the oldest survivor. His early life passed un
eventfully, nothing of importance occurring to
break the monotony of farm life. On securing a
teacher’s certiﬁcate be embarked upon that profes
sion, which he followed for fourteen years in con
nection with farming. ()n the 20th of April. 1840,

successful educator of Jefferson, Ind.; Lola is the

wife of Sidney Avery, and they reside on the home
farm; Albert, who married Miss Josie Mutaw, is a

resident farmer of Waueonda Township; Ray is
still at home, having not yet completed his educa
tion.
,
Mr. and Mrs. Paddock have given their children
excellent educational advantages, thereby ﬁtting
them for the practical duties of life, and they
have become useful and respected men and women.

M r. Paddock has always been a stalwart Republi
can, having advocated the principles of that party
since its organization. He cast his ﬁrst Presiden
tial vote for John 1’. Hale, the Free-soil‘candidate.
He has held the ofﬁce of Supervisor of Wauconda

Later, however, he followed farming.

Mr. Ray wedded Mary E. Brush, a native of New
York, born in Salem, on the 29th of May, 1820.
She is the eldest of ﬁve children, all of whom are

and Road Commissioner. v Both-he and his wife are

living, and is a daughter of Elias and Chloe
(Crosby) Brush, both of whom were natives of
New England.
In 1855, Mr. Ray ﬁrst came to this county. with
which he has since been identiﬁed. Soon after
wards he purchased one hundred and twenty-ﬁve

members of the Christian Church, of Ft. Hill, and

acres of land on the bank of Lake Butler, in Liber~

have given their support to all worthy enlerprises
which are calculated to beneﬁt the community.
For thirty-six years they have liVed in Lake County
and on their present farm, having come to this
county on the ﬁrst passenger train that ran into
Waukegan. Their lives have been such as to win
them many friends, and to secure for them the con
fidence and esteem of all with whom they have come

tyville Township. which he at once placed under

Township for three years, has been School Director

fertile ﬁelds, and also improved it with good build
ings. Later he added ten acres of timber land to
his possessions. He is now in the decline or' life
and having leased his farm, he removed in Octo
ber, 1887, to Libertyville, where he is now resting 4
in the enjoyment of the fruits of former toil. He
has made what he has by his own etforts. and there

in contact.

‘ fore can truly be called a self-made man. Both he
and his wife are members of the l'niversalist
Church. In politics he was a Whig until the rise

___.2@§3._ﬂ.

OBER'I‘ RAY, a retired farmer who is now

of the Republican party when he joined its ranks,

residing in Libertyville, resting after a life
_of toil and industry, was born in Madison

having since been under its 'banner. He is a
worthy citizen, knovin to many and esteemed by
all with whom business or weird relations have
brought him in contact.
'
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ray has been born a family

\C) County, N. Y., on the 7th of November,
1814, and is a son of Robert and Betsy (Wight)
Ray. His father was a native of Rhode Island,
and his mothcrwas born in Windsor County, Vt.,
Soon after their marriage, which occurred at
Mrs.

the plow, transforming the wild tract into rich and

Ray‘s home, they

removed

to

Madison

County. N. Y., where the husband engaged in busi

of seven children, of whom the eldest, Charles H.,

died at the age of thirteen years. Elias B., died
at the age of thirty years; William C.. is engaged
in farming, his home being in O‘Brien County,
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Iowa; Mary I., is the wife of Albert Staples, :1 resi
dent of Libertyville Township; Charles R., is also
engaged in farming in Libertyville Township;
Nellie J., is the wife of Leroy Webb, who resides
on the old farm; and Cora A., the youngest, is

_living in Libertyville.

A

'ALTER H. MILLEN. deceased, was the

“A” second son and third child of John and
\x/‘C

Amy (Porter) Millen, who were among

the very earliest settlers of the town of Deerﬂeld,
Lake County. His father’s sketch is given on
another page of this work.
The family was
prominently connected with the early history of
the county, and with its subsequent growth and
development, and the worthy representative whose
name heads this sketch, is well deserving of special
mention in the county’s history. He was born in
Jamesville, Onondaga County, N. Y., May 5, 1824,

and came to Deerﬁeld T0wnship, Lake County,
with his parents and brothers and sisters, in 1838.
He was reared on a farm and acquired his educa
tion in the common schools. Having attained to
mature years, he celebrated Independence Day of
1846, by his marriage with Miss Hadassah R. Clark,
the wedding ceremony being performed in Naper
ville, Du Page County, Ill. The lady was born in
Chicago, January 1,1830, and is a daughter of
John K. and Permelia (Scott) Clark. Her father
was a noted pioneer of Illinois and a sketch of his
life is given elsewhere in this work.
Mr. and Mrs. Millen made their home in North
ﬁeld, Cook County, for about eight years after
their marriage, when in 1854, they removed to
Waukegan, where they resided for two years. At
the expiration of that time they took up their
residence in the village of Deerlield. Unto them
was born one child, a daughter, Eveline, who be

came the wife of Marshall M. Galloway. Her
death occurred November 20, 1885, in the thirty
ninth year of her age.
By occupation, Mr. Millen was a farmer and in
politics was a Democrat. He served as Assessor of
Deertield for nine years, a fact which indicates his
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efﬁciency and popularity. He was reared under
the auspices of the Episcopal Church, while his wife
was trained in the teachings of the Methodist
Church. He continued to make his home at Deer
ﬁeld until his death,which occurred April 13, 1891,

and at the age of sixty-nine years. He was a man
of liberal views, kind and genial by nature and
much respected. Mrs. Millen survives her hus
band and resides on the old homestead in Deer
ﬁeld. She had a varied and romantic experience
in her childhood as she was born and reared among
the Indians who were her father’s special friends.
Her family wlas connected with the Kinzies and
Clybourns of Chicago by marriage, and takes
rank among the historic familiesof the early settle
ment of Northern Illinois.

0!
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VOHN VASEY, an honored veteran of the
late war and a representative farmer who
J
follows his chosen occupation in Wauconda
@
Township, was born April 15, 1839, in
Yorkshire,

England.

His only brother, George

Vasey, is living in the same township. and a sketch
of his life work is given elsewhere in this volume.
In it his parents are also mentioned.

Our subject

was reared to manhood under the parental roof, and
in the schools of his native land acquired a good
English education. He was a lad of about ﬁfteen
years, when with his parents he crossed the Allan
tic to America.
One of the most important events in the life of
Mr. Vasey occurred on the

13th of September,

1861, when he oﬂ’ered his services to the Govern

ment and joined the boys in blue of Company [1,
Eighth Illinois Cavalry. Among his comrades was

George M. Cullom, of Wauconda, Ill.

The regi

ment was ordered to St. Charles, 111., for camp
duty and after six weeks sent to Washington, D.
C., where for about two months they were drilled
for service. Crossing the Potomac River near
Georgetown, they did duty as Scouts fora time
and then went to Morrison’s Junction, scouting
along the Rappahannoek River, whence they went

to Yorktown and formed part of the advance
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guard of Gen. George B. McClellan. The Eighth
Illinois Cavalry was the ﬁrst regiment to engage
in the attack and Capt. Hiram Hooker was among
the ﬁrst to fall, being killed about eight o’clock in
the morning. In that engagement the regiment
lost heavily. At Harrison’s Landing the troops did
picket and scout duty, and later they were sent
from Yorktown back to Alexandria. At Pools
ville, they met the rebel cavalry under Gen. J. E.
B. Stuart, and afterward came the hard fought
battle of Antietam, where the brave Eighth charged
the Center Stone Bridge, and held it during the
battle though many of the brave boys there fell.
At Woodstock another engagement occurred and
in cutting their way through the rebel lines the
regiment again lost a number of men. On across
the Potomac they went and the days which fol
lowed were one continuous battle. At Rappahan
neck and Fredericksburg engagements occurred
and for fourteen days, Mr. Vasey was in a continu
ous ﬁght. Next came the famous battle of Chan
cellorsvillc, where his regiment formed a part of
Gen. Pleasanton’s Cavalry. At Brandy Station
occurred a cavalry light, followed by the battle of
Beverley’s Ford, where the regiment again suffered
heavy losses. In the meantime the rebels had tried
to gain a foothold in the North, and the troops
marched on to Gettysburg, where occurred the
most important and memorable battle of the late
- war. The brigade comprising the Eighth and
Twelfth Illinois, and the Third Indiana Regiment
was the ﬁrst which made an attack at that place.
On the first the Eighth Cavalry was ﬁghting all
day and was then ordered to ﬂank the enemy, the
regiment capturing the ﬁrst prisoners at Gettys
burg. From the north they returned to Maryland
and met Lee’s troops at Boonesboro, where another
heavy cavalry light took place and thence to the
Potomac River where the regiment captured about
one hundred and ﬁfty of the enemy. Crossing the
river to Culpeper Court House, there Occurred
a battle, followed by another at Rappahannock
Station. For a time the Eighth Cavalry did picket
duty on the Rapidan River, and then formed the
rear guard, while the army was making a retreat
back to Bull Run. Here Mr. Vasey had a very
narrow escape from being wounded, the heel of his

left boot being shot off. The troops went into
camp at Culpeper Court House, and on New Year's
Day, the Eighth Cavalry was ordered to Blue
Ridge Mountains on picket duty. The term of
service having expired, our subject. with many of
his comrades, re-enlisted for the remainder of the

war and were sent as guards to Washington, never
again joining the Army of the Potomac. They
drove Gen. Early back from the city and were
then sent to Maryland to watch the smugglers on
the Potomac.

Returning to Fairﬁeld Station, they

there camped during the winter of 1864-65, and
the following spring the regiment was detailed to
hunt for the assassin Booth in Maryland, after
which the troops were ordered back toFairfax
Station, and subsequently went to Washington, D.
C. They were then put on board the train and
sent to Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, where they
were honorably discharged July 20, 1865, after

three years and ten months of hard service upon
Southern battleﬁelds. They received the news
that they would be discharged on the 4th of July,
and
indeedhad
an been
“Independence
Day”four
to
them.it proved
iThe union
preserved and
million of slaves liberated, and when his country
no more needed his services, Mr. Vasey gladly re
turned to his home. He had been a loyal soldier,
ever faithful to his duty.
When he once more reached home and had
donned the civilian’s garb, our subject again took
up farming which he has since followed. He is
now the owner of a highly cultivated tract of land
of one hundred and sixty-two acres, furnished with

good buildings and stocked with high grades of
horses and cattle. The neat appearance of the
place indicates his thrift and enterprise, and he
is numbered among the leading farmers of the
community. The household consists of himself,
wife and four children. He was united in marriage
November 3, 1883, with Miss Jane Richardson,
who was born June 9,1859. They have become
parents of four children, a son and three daugh
ters: Rosa A., born May 26, 1884; Clara, October,
1886; Robert
December 28, 1888, and Nellie,
January 1, 1890.
Mr. Vasey is a stanch Republican in politics, and
cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Abraham Lin
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Socially, he is a member of the Waucouda

Post, No. 368, G. A. R., of Wauconda.

He and

his wife are widely and favorably known through
out this community, having many warm. friends,
by whom they are held in high esteem. He is
true to-every duty of citizenship, as true to every
trust as when he was wearing the blue and faith
fully serving his country. ready to give up his life
if need be for the preservation of the Union.

- see-ase»+
"/7 FUGUST HAPKE is engaged in general
farming and stock-raising on section 28, Fre
mont Township. Germany has furnished
many worthy citizens to Lake County
and prominent among these is our subject, who
is accounted one of the most progressive and inﬂu
ential agriculturists of the community. He was
born in the city of Hanover, February '28, 1843,
and is the youngest of a family of six children,
numbering four sons and two daughters. Henry,
the eldest, who was a farmer of Fremont'l‘ownship,
died at the age of ﬁfty-nine years; Fred died in
.1854; Christian, who was married, followed farin

ing until his death, which occurred at the age of
ﬁfty-one years; Caroline is the wife of Michael

\Virtz, a prominent German farmer of Fremont
Township, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this
volume; Hannah is the wife of Henry Meyer, a
Successful farmer of Fremont Township; August is
the next youngest and completes the family. The
father of these children, Christian Hapke, was born

in Hanover, in 1800 and spent his early boyhood
days as a shepherd. Afterward he became a farmer
and during his residence in his native land served
for two years in the German Army. He married
Caroline Schroeder, also a native of Hanover, and in

1853, with their family, they sailed from Bremen
to New York, landing in the Eastern Metropolis
after a voyage of seven_weeks,.during which they
experienced some terrible storms. when it seemed
that they would never again reach land. Coming
on to Chicago by rail and water they passed through
that then small town and purchased one hundred

and twenty-ﬁve acres of land in Lake County, the
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improvements upon which consisted of an old log

cabin and some dilapidated stables, but the German
thrift and enterprise soon worked a transformation
and the ﬁelds were soon covered with waving grain
and the rude buildings replaced by substantial barns
and other necessary structures. Christian Hapke
was an industrious and energetic man and lived a
quiet life, winning to himself many friends. In
politics he was a Republican. Both he and his
wife have passed away.
Our subject acquired a good education both in
the German and English languages and when he had
arrived at the age of maturity led to the marriage
altar, on the 5th of February, 1864, Miss Anna

Deinlein, who was born in the province of Bavaria,
November 28, 1845. Her father, John Deinlein,
also a native of Bavaria, was born in'1812, and is

still living in Fremont Township. He came to this
country and when his adopted land was in the
midst of civil war, he donned the blue and fought
for the Union. Farming has been his life work.
He married Elizabeth Kern of Bavaria. and unto
them were born three sons and two daughters—
John E., who is married and follows farming in
Fremont Township; George who is married and is
engaged in the coopering business in Milwaukee;
Fred, a farmer of Fremont Township, also married;
Elizabeth, wife of George Dobner, a resident farmer
of Minnesota; and Anna the honored wife of our
subject.

Mr. Hapke now owns and operates the old home
stead upon which his father located on coming to
this country and in connection with general farm~
ing engages quite extensively in stock-raising,
making a specialty of horses. He is the owner of
a ﬁne blooded, registered Hambletonian, “Grover

Cleveland,” which stands sixteen hands high. weighs
eleyen hundred and ﬁfty pounds and is valued at
$2,000. He also has a full sister of that horse,
which he values at $300. He is regarded as one of
the most enterprising farmers of Fremont Town
ship and is a public-spirited and progressive man
who takes a deep interest in everything pertaining
to the welfare of the community.

He cast his ﬁrst

vote for Abraham Lincoln but has since supported
the Democratic ticket at national elections. In
local affairs he votes for the men whom he thinks
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will best ﬁll the ofﬁce regardless of party afﬁliations.
He has served as Road Supervisor of his township.
Socially he is one of the leading members of the
Patrons of Industry and himself and wife are de
voted members of the German Catholic Church in
Fremont Township, of which Father Rhodes was
pastor.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hapke have been born seven
children as follows: Christian. who was born Octo
ber 21, 1865, married Lizzie Geisler and follows
farming in Iowa; George, who was born May 5,
1867, is a' young man of exemplary habits, \indus
trious and energetic and has chosen the occupation
of farming as his life work; Anna M. born August
15, 1869, is at home; Lizzie H. born October 22,
1872 is the wife of William Teeompe of Waukegan;
August was born March 5. 1878; John J. was born
March 16,1882, and died January 3, 1883, and
Johnnie J. born October 12. 1885.

Rockford, and after two months were ordered to

Covington. Ky.

They participated in the battles

at Chattanooga, Resaca, (3a., and Peach Tree Creek,

where Mr. Ames had several holes shot through
his blouse. At the battle of Missionary Ridge, the
regiment lost heavily, leaving two hundred and
thirty-two upon the ﬁeld of the seven hundred and
ninety-two which went forth to meet the enemy.
The Ninety-sixth Illinois also engaged in the bat
tles of Dalton, Ga., Twin Mountain, Kenesaw
Mountain, Mission Ridge, and many others of the

Atlanta campaign where the brave boys were under
an almost constant ﬁre. Mr. Ames was in the ad
vance skirmish line of the siege, and in the thick
est of the ﬁght at the battle of Atlanta. He also
engaged in the bloody battle of Murfreesboro,
Tenn. After the siege of Atlanta, orders came to
proceed to Nashville, and while en route they met

the enemy at Franklin. In no engagement of the
war were so many men killed in so short a time.
The Confederate soldiers and ofﬁcers lay in heaps

MELIOUS C. AMES, who owns and oper
ates one hundred and twenty-ﬁve acres of
improved land on section 21, Wauconda
c.
Township, was born in St. Lawrence
County, N. Y., September 6, 1844, and is the third
child of Henry and Mary Ames, both of whom
were natives of the Empire State and died in this
county.

Their family numbered ﬁve

children,

namely: Charlotte, widow of Samuel Hanchett,
is engaged in merchandising in Aurora, 111.; Abbie,
wife of Z. Boon. acarpenter and joiner by trade
but now following farming in Colorado; A. C. of

upon the battleﬁeld. The N inety-sixth Regiment
with others of the Fourth Brigade attacked Nash
ville, and won a decided victory. This was the
last important battle in which Mr. Ames partici.
pated, and when the war was brought to a close,

he was honorably discharged at Camp Harker,
Tenn., June 10, 1865. At Chicago the troops were
paid oﬁ, returning thence home.
After a short time spent in Lake County, Mr.
Ames went to the pineries of Michigan, where he
worked for four years, again coming to this county
in 1869. On the 10th of October of the same
year, he wedded Miss Mary A. Fairweather, daugh
ter of Isaac Fail-weather, a native of Yorkshire,

this sketch; Sophrona, wife of Lehman Streator of

England, born in 1812.

Princeton, Ill., one of the prominent citizens, now

to America in 1845, reaching his destination after

serving as Deputy County Clerk of Bureau County;
and George who married Eliza McMillan and is a
resident farmer of Mcllenry County.
In the usual manner of farmer lads. the subject
of this sketch was reared and upon his father’s
farm he remained until the age of eighteen, when
he offered his services to the country, enlisting in
Company C, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, under
Capt. Pollock, at Wauconda, on the 5th of August,
1862. The. troops drilled for a time at Camp

a voyage of seven weeks.

He crossed the Atlantic
He married Hannah M.

Walker, who was born in Yorkshire, England, in

1818.

.His chosen occupation was farming and he

died February 10, 1880.

His wife still survives

him and is now seventy-three years of age.
Mr. Ames is an active and energetic member of
the Patrons of Industry, thoroughly awake to their
interests and belongs to Roseville Lodge, in which
he has served as Vicel’i'esident. His wife and
daughter, Miss Lydia, are also members.

The lat
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ter not long ago read an admirable poem before
the literary meeting of the lodge, entitled, “The
Past, Present and Future,” which showed much

merit.

Mr. Ames cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote

for Abraham Lincoln, but believes that the farm—

ers, to further their best interests should cling to
gether and not become too closely connected with
either of the old parties. Unto our subject and
his estimable wife have been born ﬁve children,

two sons and two daughters, but they lost the eld
est in infancy. Lydia A. who is still at home with
her parents, expects to ﬁt herself for school teach
ing and as a teacher of music for she possesses con
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veyed, for which he paid the sum of $400. The
Indians did not leave for their home beyond the
Mississippi until the winter succeeding his arrival,
and by the side of an Indian trail Mr. Norton
built a log cabin, in which he and his wife began
life in the West in true pioneer style. The land
was still in its primitive condition not a furrow
having been turned, or an improvement made, but
not many years had elapsed before he had a rich
and productive farm, which he continued to make
his home until his death, with the exception of

three years spent in Waukegan during the boy
hood of our subject.
siderable ability in the latter art; Leaman C., is
Solomon Norton was called to his ﬁnal rest May
now eight years of age; Jennie, aged six years,
26, 1866, and his excellent wife passed away on the
and Bessie, four years old complete the family.
24th of October, 1868. at the age of sixty-one
The parents hold a high position in the social world
years, nine months and thirteen days. He was
and are widely known throughout the community.
reared in the faith of the Society of Friends, and
Their pleasant home was destroyed by ﬁre March
continued a believer in those doctrines. His wife
13, 1891, but they expect soon to rebuild.
was a member of the Congregational Church, and
both were worthy people, highly respected by all
who knew them. Mr. Norton took a prominent
‘ part in the public affairs of the county in an early
day and served as one of the ﬁrst Commissioners,
AMES P. NORTON, a prominent citizen of
before the division of Lake and McHenry Coun
the village of Rockefeller, is the oldest na
ties. He manifested a commendable interest in all
tive-born citizen of the county now resi
that pertained to the welfare of the community,
dent here, and is numbered among the
and in him the poor and needy ever found a
friend. One of his last messages to our subject
honored pioneers. His family have long been
and his wife was to exhort them not to turn away
identiﬁed with the upbuilding and progress of this
any
needy one from their door empty-handed.
community, and none have taken a more promi
There
were three children in the Norton family,
nent part in aiding its growth and development
but
James
is the only one now living. Elizabeth
than our subject. The farm on which be yet re
died
at
the
age of sixteen years; and Joseph E.
sides was his birthplace, and he ﬁrst opened his
gave
up
his
life
in the defence of his country dur
eyes to the light of day on the 9th of July, 1836.
ing
the
late
war.
He was a talented young man,
His father, Solomon Norton, was born in Wash
and by his words of patriotism, and the thrilling
ington County, N. Y., March 1, 1794, and grew to
speeches which he delivered in behalf of the Union,
manhood in that State. As a member of the
be induced many to enlist. He himself was one
State Militia, he served in the War of 1812, and
of the ﬁrst volunteers and joined the Fifteenth
his army life resulted in the partial injury of his
Illinois Regiment. He was wounded at the battle
health. On the 10th of September, 1835, in
of Shiloh and sent home. where he died from the
Washington County, he was united in marriage
effects of disease contracted in the service. Just
with Paulina Payne, who was born in Connecticut,
before his death he received an appointment as
but grew to womanhood in the Empire State.
Sergeant of his company.
Three weeks later the young couple started for the
\Ve now take up the personal history of James
West and came to Lake County, 111. Mr. Norton
Norton, who is widely and favorably known
bought a claim ﬁve years before the land was sur

WW
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throughout this county. With the family he en
dured the usual experiences and hardships of pio
neer life and was early inured to hard work. He
also in his youth learned habits of industry and
economy, which have proved of incalcnlable bene
ﬁt to him in his business career. The educational
advantages afforded him were only such as the
common schools afforded, supplemented by a three
months' course in the High School of Wauconda.
Owing to his father’s illness as the result of ser
vice in the War of 1812, the management and care
of the farm devolved upon Mr. Norton, and on
his father’s death he became owner of a large and
valuable tract of land. By judicious investments,
good business ability and enterprise he has become
a wealthy man, and his success is well merited, for
in his earlier years he labored hard. Through no
trickery or underhand dealing he has increased
his property, but with fairness and honesty he has
carried on his business and the conﬁdence of the
entire community is accorded to him.
On the 24th of October, 1861, Mr. Norton was

united in marriage with Miss Emma Payne, who
was l)orn in Libertyville Township, and is a daugh
ter of Oliver Payne, a native of New York, born
July 11, 1811. Her father was reared on a farm,
but learned the carpenter’s trade in Granville,
N. Y., with a Mr. \Vorden. At the age of twenty
tWO he was joined in wedlock with Mary Worden,
daughter of his employer. who was born January
14, 1814. They began their domestic life in the
Empire State, but they soon emigrated to Illinois,

gational Church, of Rockefeller, to the support of
which he contributes liberally. The injunction of
his father to be a friend to the poor he has never
forgotten, and his life abounds in many acts of
charity and kindness, which, however, are per

formed in a quiet and unostentatious manner. In
political sentiment he is a stanch Republican, but
has never sought or desired public office.

-e~>ae<~e-~
"'OSEPH L. ROWLAND, deceased, was for
eighteen years identiﬁed with the business
interests of Waukegan and during that time
@) became well known to the people of the
county. He sprang from a substantial English
family and many generations have lived and died
since they crossed the ocean. His parents, Stephen
and Lyndia (Cory) Rowland, spent their last days
in New York State where our subject was born
February 12, 1824, his birth occurring in North
ampton. Fulton County. His earlier life was spent
in the usual manner of farmer lads and in acquiring
an education. The advantages which he received
were above the average In those days and he be
came a well-informed man. On leaving the pa
rental roof he went into a glove and mitten factory
and after learning the trade engaged in the manu
facture of those articles in Gloverville on his own
account.

He was one of sixteen who organized

It was during Mr. Rowland’s residence at that
place that he was united in marriage with Miss
Elizabeth C. Bristol, by whom he had two children,
a. son and daughter—Alice A. who now resides in
Chicago; and James who died in childhood.
The year 1863 witnessed the Westward emigra~

the Congregational Church at Ivanhoe, in Fremont

tion of Mr. Rowland, who, accompanied by his

Township. and became one of its officers.

family of Oliver and Mary Payne were six chil

family, journeyed toward the setting sun until he
reached Waukegan where he located and engaged

dren—Mrs. Delora Lumm; Emma F., the honored

in the meat-market business, but that vocation

settling near Diamond Lake, Lake County, in 1837.

Mr. Payne here embarked in farming, but soon
abandoned that occupation to resume work at his

trade, which he followed in Waukegan, Iowa and
Oregon.

In the

wife of our subject; James, of Elgin; Mrs. Mary

proved too conﬁning and for a time he traveled

Selfridge, of Batavia, 11].;

Frank, a molder of

over the country by wagon selling tobacco and

Oregon; and Mrs. Ella Wight, of Syracuse, N. Y.
Oliver Payne was a worthy citizen, an active
church worker and a stanch Republican in politics.
Mr, Norton is also a Deacon in the Congrega

cigars. About 1869, he purchased the Sherman
House, to which he added a third story, making it
the best hotel building in the city. At various

times he carried on the hotel himself but generally
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it was rented to other parties. In political princi
ples Mr. Rowland was a strong Democrat but never
an ofﬁce seeker.
On July 31, 1880. this worthy citizen was called
to his ﬁnal rest. His death was very sudden, being
caused by heart disease, superinduced by con
sumption. He was a man of good business ca
pacity, upright and honorable in all his dealings
and was quite well known throughout the county.
He made friends easily and once having won their
esteem he never forfeited their conﬁdence and good
will. Since his death, Mrs. Rowland has continued
her residence in Waukegan and runs the hotel
which has been a public resort for thirty-seven
years.

MM
RS. MARY G. FARNSWORTH is one of
the old settlers of Lake County, having
made Waukegan her home for thirty-nine
years.

She was born in Concord, N. H.,

April 16, 1819, and is a daughter of Jonathan and
Martha (Goodwin) Jackman, both of whom were
natives of Concord. In 1827, they removed to
Franklin County, N. Y., and some ﬁve years later
to Norwalk. Ohio. Under the parental roof Mary
grew to womanhood and in Norwalk, November
7, 1837, gave her hand in marriage to Marcus

in his fortieth year. He was a successful business
man and a Christian gentleman whom all respected
and honored for his sterling worth.
Bereft of her husband, Mrs. Wheeler came with
her widowed mother to Waukegan in 1853, and in
this city Mrs. Jackman died in her eighty-fifth
year. Mrs. Wheeler afterward married Hiram W.
Farnsworth who served his country two years as a
member of Company G, Ninety-Sixth Illinois In
fantry. He arose to the rank of Second Lieuten
ant but had to resign on account of ill health. His
death occurred in Nashville, Tenn., June 2, 1874.
Mrs. Farnsworth had three children by her ﬁrst
marriage—Oscar 13., died at the age of ten years;
Mortimer M. who served through the war in the
Regular Army, and is now traveling passenger agent
with headquarters at St. Paul, Minn.; Malvina M.,
deceased wife of William M. Stafford.
Mrs. Farnsworth is a member of the Congrega
tional Church as were both of her husbands. She
and her sister, Mrs. Alonzo Riley of Rock Valley,
Iowa, are the only survivors among seven daugh
ters which constituted her father’s family. She is
one of the early settlers of this county and well
deserves mention among them. She still resides in
the home where she settled on coming to Wauke
gan, with her son-in-law L. W. Kent.

Ewa

Wheeler, and removed to Michigan City, where

they made their home though Mr. Wheeler was in
terested in improving a. town some ten miles west
of Michigan where he built a saw and grist mill.
Later he went to La Porte, Ind., with his wife and
they were accompanied on their removal from
Michigan City to that place by Mrs. Wheeler’s
parents. The death of her father there occurred
at the age of ﬁfty-six years. About 1858, Mr. and
Mrs. Wheeler removed to Wayne Center, 111., her

a son of Stephen E. and Susan (Eldridge) l’elton.
llis ancestry can be traced back through many

mother going with them.

generations for it was in 1632, that the Pelton

In 1849, he went with a

company to California but on the way the teams
broke down and he joined the Government train
which also failed of reaching its destination. With

TEPHEN E. PELTON, who is now living_
aretired life in Libertyville, after many
years spent in agricultural pursuits, is
known as one of the well-to-do and promi
nent citizens of the community. He was born in
Washington County, N. Y., April 26, 1820, and is

family left their English home, braved the dangers

told hardships on account of the failure of water.
This privation threw him into typhoid fever from

of an ocean voyage and settled near Boston, Mass.
The grandparents of our subject, John and Hulda
Pelton, emigrated from the Bay State to Connecti
cut, where the father was born in 1792. His wife,
Susan Eldridge was born in 1785. Going to Wash

which he died at Placerville, December 21, 1850,

ington County, N. Y., be opened up a farm in the

the others of the party Mr. Wheeler suﬁ’ered un
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midst of a forest and continued his agricultural
pursuits until his death, which occurred in 1822,
at the early age of thirty years. Afterward, his
widow married Joshua Pelton, a brother of her
ﬁrst husband. All of the children, twelve in num

ton was a liberal man, gave freely to the church
and other worthy enterprises, and proved a true
father to his brother’s children. He died January
2, 1859, in Floyd County, Iowa, after which Mrs.
l'elton returned to this county. While on a visit

Iowa. Twelve children were born unto them, ﬁve
sons and seven daughters. The paternal grandfa
ther, Mordecai Soper and his wife, whose maiden
name was Naomi Owen, were natives of Vermont.
The progenitor of the Owen family was a poet who
came from London to the United States during
Cromwell’s invasion of England. He had three
children, Elijah, Peleg and Charity.
Mr. Pelton made farming his life occupation but
in 1882 laid aside business cares and removed to
Liberty-ville. He is a Republican in politics, and
his wife is a Presbyterian. They have no children
of their own but adopted two: George E., who
married Susan Miller, by whom he has two chil

in Washington County, N. Y., she sickened and

dren, and Sarah L., who died at the age of seven

died, and her remains were laid to rest by those of
her ﬁrst husband. Of her children, three are yet
living. Minerva is the widow of Ornon Archer,
who served as a member of the Constitutional
Convention of New York in 1846, and again in
1867. He was also a member of the Legislature
and was United States Revenue Assessor under
President Grant. Sarah is the widow of H. II.
Hawks, one of the highly esteemed pioneers of this

years. Besides, they have also made homes for
several others. Mr. and Mrs. Pelton, by hard work
and good management have gained a competence
which they are enjoying in their old age. They
are surrounded by many of their old acquaintances
and friends and much that goes to make life worth
the living.

ber, seven sons and ﬁve daughters, were born of

the ﬁrst marriage. In 1840. the parents and some
of the children emigrated “’estward, settling in _
Vernon Township, Lake County, Ill.

Joshua Pel

7 $0<<I ——~»§-<{-}>-3-x-+>oéw

county.

Our subject is the eleventh child and youngest
son of the family. His school training was such as
could be obtained in the neighborhood and in con
sequence was not very elaborate in character. On
the 15th of January, 1850, he married Miss Eliza

beth C. Soper, a daughter of Joseph and Elects
(Mansﬁeld) Soper, who were born and married in
Vermont. The Soper family springs from two
brothers, natives of Wales, who settled in Connec
ticut during the Revolutionary War, and aided the
Colonies in their struggle for independence. Capt.
Mansﬁeld. one of the ancestors of Electa, served in

the battle of Bunker Hill, and Joseph Sopcr in
the War of 1812.

He was a lawyer until later in

life when he turned his attention
though he continued to take an
public affairs. He was benevolent,
a man of royal worth. For some
as Deacon in the Baptist Church.

to farming. al
active part in
honorable and
time he served
He was born

July 9, 1788, and died in New York, January 24,

OHN K. CLARK, familiarly known as “ In
dian Clark," was a historic character of the

pioneer days of Chicago. His life experi
ence would have furnished material for a
remance in the hands of a Cooper. During one of
those terrible Indian massacres of Virginia, toward

the close of the last century, a whole family of
that region, except two sisters and their father, fell
victims to the tomahawks and scalping knives of
maurauding Indians. The sisters, aged eight and
ten years respectively, were made captives and car
ried away to a village of their captors, Ft. Wayne,
Ind.

One of these sisters, Elizabeth married an

English ofﬁcer, John Clark, and became the mother
of the subject of this sketch, to whom she gave
birth in an Indian Wigwam, at Ft. Wayne. Eliza
beth bore three children and with two of them re
turned to Virginia on horseback. Her husband

1851. His wife. who was born August 8, 1793.
and oldest child. William, remained with the In
Later she married Jonas Clybourn, the
died on the 2d of December, 1865, in Fairbanks, i dians.
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father of Archibald Clybourn, a prominent pioneer

warm-hearted and was either a true friend or, in

of Chicago.

case it was merited, an unrelenting enemy. With
all his peculiarities, he had a host of friends and
many of the warmest ones were among the red men.

Her sister, who was also released, was

named Margaret and became the ﬁrst wife of John
Kinzie, another noted pioneer of Chicago.
John K. Clark ﬁrst went to Chicago, or Ft. Dear

born, in 1818, and after a short time returned to
Virginia, but in 1824, we again ﬁnd him at the
Fort, where he was employed in carrying express
between Chicago and Ft. Wayne, 1nd,, and Chi
cago and Milwaukee, by pony and saddle convey
ance. He was a noted hunter, being very successful,
both as a hunter and trapper. He was married in
Holderman's Grove. DeKalb County, lll., early in
1829, wedding Miss Parmelia Scott, a daughter of
Steven J. Scott. Mrs. Clark was born in Baltimore,
Md'., and came to Illinois in childhood. Three
children, daughters. were born of their union, of

whom Hadassah, now Mrs. W. Ii. Millen, was the
oldest.

The second daughter, named Elizabeth,

became the wife of Hobart J. Millen and died
April 26, 1868.

Lucinda, the youngest, died in

childhood.
Mr. Clark continued his intercourse with the In
dians after his marriage and his daugliter,_Mrs. W.
H. Millen, says that she remembers about the time
she was ﬁve or six years old that she was with the
Indians ﬁve or six weeks at a time. Her father
sold his first claim which be had made on the North
Branch of the Chicago River to ArcliibaldClybourn,
his step-father, and in 1836, moved to a farm in

Northﬁeld, Cook County. True to his early teach
ings be was never much of a farmer, preferring to
hunt and live as the Indians did. They had named
him "Nonnimoa." which signiﬁes “ Prairie Wolf.”
He continued to make his home in Northﬁeld until
1864, when he moved to the town of Deerlicld and

purchased a small farm adjacent to the village of
that name, which is now the property of Mrs.

Millen. His death occurred in September, 1865,
at the age of eighty-one years. His wife survived
him about twelve years and died NOVember ‘20,
1877, at the age of sixty-three years.
Mr. Clark was aman of marked peculiarities, re
sulting largely. no doubt, from the accident of his
birth and early training. He was bright and sharp
intellectually for one who had been depriVed of
educational advantages in youth; was earnest and

--——-~s-*s-e~s-——~
yILLIAM F. HOGAN, attorney-at-law and
real-estate dealer with ofﬁces at Chicago
and Ft. Sheridan, was born in Albany,
N. Y., May 27, 1852, and is a son of Timothy and

Anastasia (Cary) Hogan.

His parents were na

tives of Clonmell County, Tipperary, Ireland, and

came to America in 1850. They settled in Albany,
N. Y., and there died, the father in May, 1885, and
the mother in November, 1889.

The subject of this sketch was reared and edu
cated in his native city and in the spring of 1873,
came to Highwood, now Ft, Sheridan, and worked
at the carpenter’s and joiner's trade. at which he
had served an apprenticeship of three years with
his uncle, Jeremiah Cary, in his native city where
he also worked for wages a time. In 1874, he be

came a contractor and builder and erected many
buildings, making some of the best improvements
in the tOWn. Thoroughly understanding the work
and performing his labors in a most efﬁcient man
ner he had a liberal patronage. Soon after going to
Highwood he became interested in the real-estate
business and has probably sold more property in
that place than any other person. In 1875, he es
tablished a real-estate oﬂice in Chlcago and some

time afterward began the study of law under the
preceptorship of S. Mason Meek. Continuing his
studies, he was admitted to the bar in that city in
1886. His object was to make a specialty of that
branch of the profession pertaining to real-estate
which he did, and perfected himself in it. While
he is a member of the Chicago bar, he has never

carried on general practice, and has, of late years.
devoted his attention exclusively to real estate.
- On the 8th of November, 1875, Mr. Hogan was

united in marriage with Miss Ada J. Peterson,
daughter of Andrew E. Peterson. The lady was
born in Sweden. and came to America with her
parents in 1869, the family settling 111 Highwood,
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where Mr. Peterson and his wife still make their
home. One child, a son, was born unto Mr. and
Mrs. Hogan, which was named Edward, and which

impulses, he offered his services to the country, en
listing April 25, 1861, on President Lincoln’s ﬁrst

call for troops for three months’ service. He was
assigned to Company I, of the Fifteenth Illinois
Infantry, but as the quota under the three months’
call was already ﬁlled, the regiment was not ac
cepted until later, when it was mustered in under

died in infancy.
In political sentiment. Mr. Hogan is a Democrat
and in his religious views adheres to the faith of
his ancestors, that of the Catholic Church.

He

has never sought political preferment, desiring

the three years’ call.

rather to give his entire attention to his business

enlisted as one of the boys in blue of Company F,
Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, for three years,
and served until February 11, 1864, when he vet
eranized, becoming a member of the same e'om
pany once more. He received his discharge March
28, 1866, after having been four years, seven
months and fourteen days in the service. He took
part in many important engagements, including the
battles of Pea Ridge, Prairie Grove, Chalk Bluff,
the siege of Vicksburg, siege of Mobile, siege and
capture of Spanish Fort and Ft. Blakely. The
ﬁrst year and a half was spent in Missouri, where
a march of one hundred miles at one time was
made in less than thirty-six hours. The regiment
participated in eleven hard-fought battles, were
sixty-seven days under ﬁre and traveled a distance
of 17,846 miles. At the close of the war he re
turned to his home and gave his attention to farm
ing. In 1864 he had been appointed Sergeant and
was mustered out as such.
While home on a veteran furlough, on the 16th
of April, 1864, Mr. Ballard married Isabella Shap

interests, but has served two terms as a Trustee of
the village of Highwood, proving an efficient
ofﬁcer. He is a practical business man and has
done much to encourage the building up of the
town in which he resides and has always been fore
most in all matters of public spirit and enterprise
calculated to beneﬁt the community.

WW
OIIN E. BALLARI), a bridge :builder and
one of the enterprising citizens of Liberty
ville, was born in Vernon Township, Lake

© County. Ill., July 18. 1842, and is a son of
Thomas and Ann (Bennett) Ballard. His father
was a native of Ireland and with his parents emi
grated to England, where he became acquainted
with and wedded Miss Bennett, a native of Lon

don. In that city he followed the shoemaker’s
trade until about 1828, when they crossed the
ocean to America, making their home in Troy, N.
Y., for about ﬁve years. In 1833 we find them

ter,a native of Devonshire, England; she was born

living in Chicago, where Mr. Ballard, Sr., worked

at his trade. Two years later he took a claim at
Long Grove, Vernon Township, Lake County,
which when surveyed was found to comprise
three hundred and eight and three-fourths acres.
He improved it and made his home thereon un
til his death, which occurred in November, 1851.

His mother died twenty years later. She was a
member of the Methodist Church. In their fam
ily were ﬁve children. all of whom are yet living
and four have become the heads of families.
The early life of oursubject passed uneventfully,
his time being spent in work upon the farm and in

l
conning his lessons in the district schools. But
when the war broke out, prompted by his patriotic

August 18, 1861, he again

December '25, 1845. and is a daughter of Richard
and Sarah (Yeo) Shapter, both of whom were na
tives of Devonshire. In 1853 they crossed the At
lantic and located in Lake County, Ill, where they
are still living, at the ages of seventy-one and six
ty-eight years respectively. To Mr. and Mrs. Bal
lard have been born three children and the family
circle yet remains unbroken. although Hattie has
left the old home, having become the wife of W.
D. Bailey. They reside in Half Day and have
three children. The younger daughters are Jessie
E. and Florence I.
In politics Mr. Ballard is a supporter of Repub
lican principles. He takes considerable interest in
civic societies, holding membership in Waucouda
Post, G. A. R., and with the Masons, Odd Fellows
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and Modern Woodmen. Having engaged in farm
ing until 1880. he then abandoned that pursuit and
turned his attention to bridge building. He took
his ﬁrst lessons in the pioneer corps in the army
and has built forty-one bridges in Kenosha County,

March 18, 1881; Arthur H., January 22, 1883;
Maud E., March 10, 1884; Lyman J., July 16,
1885; and Minnie V., December 11. 1888. Mr.
Wilmot was married to his present wife, who was
formerly Mrs. Eva V. Kcyes, at Deerﬁeld, Febru

Wis., besides many others in Cook, Lake and Me

ary 25.1890.

Henry Counties, of Illinois. His entire life has
been passed in this county where he is well and fa
forably known.

was the widow of Lewis Keyes, and a daughter of
Martin Vant. She has one child born of her ﬁrst

Q ~--t==.-=.s
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A/UARREN HENRY WILMO'I‘, who makes
his home in Deerﬁeld, is a member of the
ﬁrm of Hutchinson. Wilmot & Blum, who
do business at Room 72. No. 115 Dearborn Street,

Chicago, and. is also manager of the branch ofﬁce
at Deerfield. He has the honor of being a native
born citizen of the county, his birth having oc
curred on the 6th of October, 1855, in the town of

Deer-field. His parents are Lyman and Clarissa
(Dwight) Wilmot, a sketch of whom is given else
where in this work.
Our subject attended the public schools where
he received his primary training and completed
his education in the preparatory school of the
Northern College at Naperville, Ill. For two years
after attaining his majority, he was engaged in
selling farm machinery and in teaching school. and
from 1880 until 1889 inclusive he was conducting
the home farm. In connection with this business
he has also. subsequently to 1885, engaged in the
real-estate business, to which. during the past two
years, he has devoted his entire time and attention.
In April, 1891, he formed the existing partnership

with Messrs. C. A. Hutchinson and R. J. Blum of
Chicago. This firm is now carrying on an exten
sive business. making a specialty of Lakeshore and
Northshorc property.

Mr. Wilmot has been twice marlied. In Kanka
kee, Ill., on March 17, 1880, he wedded Miss Minnie
E. Vining, daughter of Jefferson and Elizabeth

(Frazier) Vining. She was born in Kankukec
County. 111., February 20, 1858, and died Decem
ber 19, 1888, leaving five children. two sons and

three daughterswEdna G., the eldest, Was born

She was born near Palatine, Ill.,

marriage, a daughter, Clara E. C., born December

23, 1878.
In political sentiment, Mr. Wilmot is a Republi
can and has always taken an active interest in
political campaigns, doing what he could to insure
the success and advance the interests of his party.
While not ambitious of political prefer-ment he has
served in various local public ofﬁces. He was
chosen Treasurer of the town of Deerﬁeld in April,
1882, was re-elected and served until 1886. Two
years later he was elected School Trustee and was
re-elected in the spring of 1891. When the town
was divided into East and West Deerﬁeld, an event
in which Mr. Wilmot was largely instrumental in
accomplishing, he was elected Supervisor of the
new town of West Deerfield. was re-elected in the
spring of 1890 to serve two years. In March.
1889, he established his home in the village of
Deerﬁeld, where he has since resided.

He is a Mas

ter Mason. a member of A. O. Fay Lodge, No. 676,
of Highland Park, also belongs to the Independent
Order of Foresters of Court Highland. No. 31, of
Ilighland l’ark. An active, energetic business man,
Mr. Wilmot enjoys a wide acquaintance and is
rapidly working into a permanent and lucrative
business.
'

——-$@e>z-———
ENRY HODGKINS, has long been a resi
dent of this county, dating his settlement

here from 1844. He was born in St. Law
“
rcnce County, N. Y., on February 15,
1805, and there grew to manhood. After having
arrived at mature years, he was united in marriage
on August 11, 1829, with Miss Julie White, a na
tive of Jefferson County, N. Y., born August 11,

l808—she was thus married on her twenty ﬁrst
birthday. They began their domestic life in the
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Empire State, where they continued to reside for
ﬁfteen years. In 1844, they followed the course of
human emigration which is steadily ﬂowing Vt'est
ward, and took up their residence in Lake County,
Ill.. locating in Ela Township.
Mr. llodgkins is a genial man who is highly

esteemed for his honorable and upright character.
Though he has lived upon a farm and made that;
his principal occupation he has done not a little in
the interests of the county, for its upbuilding and
advancement. Both he and his wife are members
of the Methodist Church. In their family were
eight children of whom four are yet living, one
son and three daughters. Mrs. Dr. Galloway being
the second. Mr. and Mrs. Hodgkins have traveled
life’s journey together for sixty-two years, sharing
with each other its joys and sorrows, its adversity
and prosperity. He is now eighty-six years of age
and his Wife is in her cighty-thi rd year.

ERMANCE WHEELER, an early settler
and well-to-do farmer of West Deerﬁeld
'
Township, resides on section 8, and is the
proprietor of a well-improved tract of land
of seventy acres.
His post-ofﬁce is Lancaster
ville, Lake County. As he is widely known his
sketch will be of interest to many of our readers.

Mr. Wheeler was born in Columbia County. N. Y.,
on the 18th of November, 1842. and is a son of
John and Catherine (Hermance) Wheeler, a sketch
-of whom may be found on another page of this
work. The subject of this notice has been a resi

he received an honorable discharge. On his return
from the war Mr. Wheeler continued farming in
Lake County, until 1869, when he went to Cedar

County, Mo., where he was engaged in farming
and stock-raising until 1874. In that year he again
came to Illinois and purchased his present farm in
Deerﬁeld Township, to the cultivation of which
his energies have since been deVoted.
Mr. Wheeler was married in Cedar County. Mo,
November 2, 1873, to Miss Amanda S. Callender,
a native of Owen County, Ky., and a daughter of
Richard Callcnder. Her parents were born in the
same county, and in 1854 removed to Henry Coun
ty and later to Cedar County, Mo., where she grew
to womanhood. L'nto Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler have
been born an interesting family of three children—
two sons and a daughter—Ida May was born May
2, 1877; E. Arthur, October 17, 1878, and Harry,

the 2d of September, 1884. All were born in
Deerﬁeld Township.
.
Mr. \Vheeler is engaged in general farming and
also devotes considerable attention to dairying.
For six years he has shipped his milk to the Chi
cago market. He is a Republican in politics and
has served as Commissioner of Highways for three
years.

At the last election he was also elected

school director, this making his third term in that
ofﬁce of three years each.

He is a worthy citizen,

faithful to every duty devolving upon him, and a
warm friend of the educational interests.
Mr.
Wheeler is known as one of the substantial farmers
of Lake County, and enjoys the reputation of be

ing an upright, honorable man.

MW“
dent of Northeastern Illinois since 1846, in which

year he was brought by his parents to Cook Coun
ty. Three years were spent in the town of Bar
rington, after which the family removed, in 1849,
to the town of Cuba, Lake County.
Hermance \Vheeler was reared to agricultural
pursuits. and was employed in the usual manner of
farmer lads until February 28, 1865, when he en

listed for the late war and was mustered into the
volunteer service, as a member of Company E,
One Hundred and Fifty-third Illinois Infantry.
He served until September 2lst, of that year, when

OHN IIARRIES, deceased, was born in
|

Carmarthenshire, South Wales, on the 6th

A ' of March, 1823, and was one of six chil
dren, whose parents were George W. and
Alice (Thomas) Harries. The family came to
America in 1838, locating in Chicago, which was
was then a mere hamlet. Upon the site of its pres
ent Court House Mr. Harries shot ducks. In the
spring of 1839, Mr. Geo. W. Harries went to Lake
County, settling on section 32, \Varren township,
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where he took up Government land. The farm
now comprises 315 acres. It was then in a per
fectly wild and unimproved state. No road led
to Wankegan, in fact there was no town there ex
cept the hamlet known as Little Fork. He would
go to Chicago to market and the usual exper
iences of pioneer life fell to his lot. His first home
was a log cabin. He lived upon his farm which he
obtained from the Government, until his death,
which occurred in 1872, at the age of eighty-two
years. His wife was a member of the Methodist
Church and died in 1853.
John Harries. whose name heads this sketch,

spent the ﬁrst ﬁfteen years of his life in his native
land. His educational advantages were quite lim
ited but he was naturally intelligent and became
well informed, acquiring knowledge through ex
tensive reading. The responsibility of developing
the new farm fell to him and he remained at home
until his marriage, which was celebrated March
25th, 1852, when Miss Ann Lloyd Thomas, be
came his wife. The lady was born in Pembroke
shire, Wales, and was a daughter of William and
Elizabeth (Harries) Thomas, both of whom spent
their entire lives in their native land. After re
siding for a year in Freeport. Mr. llarries returned
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the poor and needy and by his ever pleasant man
ner made friends where ever he went. His widow
still survives him and resides on the old farm with
her son. She is an estimable lady and shares in
the esteem in which her husband was held.
Their family numbered four children, three of
whom are yet living—Zera E. is the wife of R. M.
()uthet, a resident of Chicago; Walter T. is now
deceased; Howard H. is a resident of Minneapolis;
and Ira M. operates the home farm. The last
named

married Louise

C.

Boardman,

one

of

Lake County’s fair daughters. During her child
hood her people removed to Missouri and subse
quently to Kansas, and her marriage was cele
brated in Topeka. of that State.

Until within the

past three years Ira has been successfully engaged
in business in Waukegan but failing health caused
a change of occupation and he returned to the old
farm. The Harries family have a charming home,
tastefully furnished and supplied with many evi
dences which indicate the cultured mind. None
are more worthy of representation in this volume.
the object of which is to perpetuate the lives of
the pioneers and worthy citizens of the county.

~—--a~%a<<~e-

with his wife to this county and purchased the old
home farm, upon which he continued to reside un

til 1880 when, on account of impaired health, he
traveled extensively for several years, and in 1884
located in Waukegan, where he spent three years,
returning then to the farm, where he died, on the
24th of March 1887, respected by all who knew him.
and in his death the county lost one of its best men.
Eight years prior to his death he traveled through
Colorado and Mexico and other \Vestern States in
the hope of beneﬁting his health but at length had
to succumb to the dread destroyer. He was long a
faithful member of the Congregational Church and
an active worker in that Sunday-school in which for
many years he served as Superintendent. He was
honored with the ofﬁce of Township Supervisor
and in politics was astanch Republican who served
as delegate in the conventions and was an inﬂuen
tial member of the party. Ile gave liberally of
his means toward the support of any worthy enter
prise. was ever ready to extend a helping hand to

/7ILLIAM W. FLINN, President and Treas

W urer of the Chicago Foundry Company,
has been a resident of Highland Park since
\J
December, 1877, and is numbered among its lead
ing citizens. He is a native of Massachusetts, born
in Chatham. February 28,1844, and is a son of

William W. and Lydia (Taylor) Flinn.

His father

was born in Nantucket, Mass, March 28, 1818,and
was of Scotch descent three generations remote, his

grandfather having been born in Edinburgh, while
his father was a native of the Bay State. The
mother of our subject was born in the same house
in Chatham where her son William ﬁrst saw the
light of day, and is a daughter of John and Han
nah Taylor, of English descent. William Flinn,
Sr., died in 1871, and his wife survives him and
resides in Boston.
The subject of this sketch removed with his
parents to Boston when a child of eight years and

650

PORTRAlT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

was educated in the schools of that city. He he
gan his business experience in one of its wholesale
houses where was carried men’s furnishing goods.
Shortly before the breaking out of the late war he
met with an accident which caused an abcess in the
left side. When the Government made the ﬁrst
call for troops he offered to enlist but was rejected
by the examining surgeon. He then continued
with the wholesale house with which he has been
employed and during the ﬁrst years of the war
traveled for them in the South, conducting their
trade with the sutlcrs of the Union Army. His
duties led him to the front and he was at Alexan
dria, Va., when Col. Ellsworth was shot. He saw
much of the actual operations of the armies during
the ﬁrst years of the war, especially of the Army
of the Potomac. He began business for himself in
Boston as a retail dealer in the same line in which
he had been employed.
On the 4th of April, 1867, in that city, Mr.

Flinn and Miss Sarah Walker were married. The
lady was born in Chelsea, Mass, and was a daugh
ter of Charles Walker. Three children were born
of their union, all sons, but only the youngest is
living, Charles T., who was born June 23, 1872;
George Herbert, the eldest, and Walter Russell, the

secOnd child, both died in infancy.

which was the church of his ancestors.

In politics

he is a Republican and has served as Clerk and

President of the Highland Park School Board for
several years. Socially, he is a '1‘hirty-second de
gree Mason, belonging to A. O. Fay Lodge. No.
676, A. F. & A. M., of Highland Park; Evanston

Chapter, No. 144, R. A. M. of Evanston; Apollo
Commandery, No. l, K. T. of Chicago; and of the

Oriental Consistory, also of that city.
Soon after his marriage Mr. Flinn purchased the
elegant mansion then the property of his wife’s
father, Mr. Dyer, and has made that his home ever
since. It is located in Highland Park near the
shore of Lake Michigan, on an eminence surrounded
by a deep and wooded ravine in front and rear
and by a high bluﬂ‘ on the lake side. Forest trees
beautify the scene which has also been improved
by artistic landscape gardening, making one of the
most attractive and romantically situated homes to
be found in the suburbs of Chicago.

The owner

is known as a successful and enterprising business
man of Chicago, whose career has been marked by
the strictest regard for integrity of character and
for commercial standing. He is a genial, courteous
gentleman whose Whole-souled and cordial ways
have endeared him to a large circle of friends.

The mother

of this family was called to her ﬁnal rest in Boston,
December 24, 1874. ()n the 20th of April, 1880,

Mr. Flinn was married at Highland Park in his
present residence, to Miss M. Lizzie Dyer, who was
born in East Boston, Mass, and is the daughter of

Edwin and Mary (Walker) Dyer. lTnto them have
been born four sons: William Edwin, born March
20, 1881 : Raymond W., December .19, 1882;
Howard 11., March 24, 1889; and Alan D., Jan

uary '27, 189l. All were born in the present
home at Highland Park, which was the home of
their mother before her marriage.

Mr. Flinn continued business in the line in which
he embarked, when he sold out and bought intO
the foundry business in East Boston. In 1877 he
removed to Chicago, and helped to organize the
Chicago Foundry Company, of which he was chosen
Secretary and Treasurer. Since 1888 he has been
President and Treasurer of the company. Mr.
Flinn and his family attend the Presbyterian Church

#Mm‘‘M-J

" OHN HOLCOM B, deceased, was one of Lake

County’s moat honored citizens, and at his
I death, which occurred on the 25th of Janu
(O) ary, 1889, the sincerest sorr0w was felt by
uTahy friends. The death of no man has been more
deeply regretted in this community, for all who
knew him loved and respected him. Feeling that
this work would be incomplete without a record of

his life, we gladly present this sketch.
Mr. Holcomb was born in Jefferson County,
N. Y., in 1819, and is descended from old Revolu
tionary stock. His uncle, who served in the Col~

onial Army, was captured by the British and placed
in the most loathsome prison where no food was
given him. The parents of our subject were from
Connecticut. In 1837, whena young man of eight

een years, John Holcomb came to Illinois with the
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determination to try his fortune upon her broad
prairies, having no capital save a young man’s
bright hope of the future and a determination to
succeed, but thinking to ﬁnd a more congenial cli
mate he afterward went South. A year later, how
ever, he was residing in Will County, Ill., whence
he removed to a farm situated ﬁve miles from
Wheaten, Du Page County. On selling out in
1845. he came to Lake County, where he made a
claim of two hundred and forty acres of land for
which he paid the Government price and purchased
other land at $7 per acre. All was wild and
unimproved about him but with characteristic
energy he began the laborious task of developing
a farm. As with all pioneer settlers he had many
hardships and disadvantages to endure hut reso
lutely OVercamc these and won prosperity as the
result of his own efforts.
In 1846 Mr. Holcomb was united in marriage in
Du Page County. with Birdeth Bush, who was
reared in the Yankee settlement. in Will County.
Unto them were born ﬁve children but only two
are now living—Amelia who is at home, and J. E.,

who is married and resides in Rockefeller. Henry,
who was graduated from the Normal University,
died just as he was prepared to enter upon the

practice of law. Clarence, on account of failing
health could not graduate but was an intelligent
and well-informed young man. He took great de
light in natural history and in collecting Indian
relics of which he had a larger collection than any
one else in the county. He was well known
throughout the community, liked by every one,
and his death, which occurred at the age of thirty
two was a sad blow to his parents. Horace, the
remaining child, died at the age of eight years.
Mr. Holcomb provided his children with most
excellent educational advantages and it wasa blow
from which he never recovered that his sons were
taken from him. His true life was best shown in
the family circle and it seemed that he could not
do too much to promote the interests or enhance

the happinc:s of his wife and children. He pro
vided for them a charming home in Rockefeller
which was laid out upon a part of his farm.

The

beautiful residence is surrounded by evergreens
and other ornamental trees, all of which were

651

planted by his hand and stand as monuments to
to the enterprise of this noble and honored man.
He took a prominent part in all that pertained to
the welfare and uplifting of the community. The
temperance cause ever found in him a warm friend
and it was the great desire of his heart that the
t0wn of Rockefeller might be established ﬁrmly on
the principles of tempe:ance and for all time remain
uncursed by the liquor traﬁc.
Our subject's life was characterized by benevo
lence and charity for all, and it is no wonder that
the poor mourn his death, for he was indeed their
friend and the kindly sympathy which he expressed
for them was always supplemented by substantial
aid. Many have reason to bless him for his assist
ance in their hour of need. He was one of nature’s
noblemen, and his life was in harmony with nature.
He knew every tree and plant that grew upon his
farm and was familiar with the habits and life of
all the animals to be seen in the neighborhood.
His Christianity was a part of his daily life and he
ever endeavored to walk in the footsteps of the
Savior. In his home was held one of the ﬁrst
prayer meetings of the county and the minister of
the Gospel of whatever denomination he might be,
always found a welcome beneath the hospitable
roof of Mr. Holcomb.

I

In their children Mr. and Mrs. Holcomb were
deeply blessed. Not long before the death of the
father, their son, J. E., who in recent years has

followed the occupation of a civil engineer and
been much from home, returned feeling that his

aged parents needed his presence and assistance.
Miss Amelia, who had attained high honor as an
educator and won her way to the prineipalship of
one of the largest public schools in Chiago, re
signed this lucrative position and coming home to
be a comfort and helper to the ones she lOVbtl, es
tablished a new classical institute in Rockefeller
near her home. In so doing she afforded the great
est happiness to her parents and her undertaking
seems to have a bright future before it.
After a useful and well-spent life, when nearing
the age of seventy, Mr. Holcomb passed away.
None speak of him but to praise and as the last
sad rites were performed over his remains, friends
gathered from all over the county to do honor to

652

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

his memory and express their sympathy for his
family. Thus one of the noblest and best of Lake
County’s citizens was called to the home beyond
but his memory still lives in the hearts of the dear
ones he left behind and will never be eﬁaced while
life lasts.
W
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AMES MADISON CLARK, an honored
veteran of the late war and a leading farmer
of Wauconda Township, residing on section
35, has the honor of being a native born
citizen of Illinois. His birth occurred in Kane
County, July 11, 1842, and he is the third of a
family of seven children: Hannah, the eldest, now
deceased, was the wife of George Clapp, a mechanic;
Rebecca is the wife of John McLean,a successful
farmer

of

Newton, Kan.;

James

is

the next

where the forces were concentrating, and assigned
to the Army of the Cumberland. At Ft. Henry,
Tenn., the troops participated in the battle, after
which they were ordered to Ft. Donelson and
after a four days’ ﬁght came off victorious, but
the regiment had lost about one hundred and sixty
in killed and wounded. Afterward the Battle of
Shiloh was fought and Mr. Clark was taken pris
oner, being sent to Memphis, on to Mobile, later to
Selma and afterward to Macon,Ga.,at which place
he was paroled and then returned home, remaining
until his exchange. After two and a half months
he was ordered to St. Louis and when the regiment
was re-organized at Benton Barracks, was sent to
Raleigh, Mo., and down through Tennessee on
scouting duty. They proceeded to Vicksburg, and
after participating in the siege for twenty-one days,
Mr. Clark was detailed to accompany the sick sol
dicrs to Mound City. This was the last time he
was with his regiment. The captain sent his hon

younger; 'I‘hersa Ann is the wife of Samuel Gris

orable discharge at Benton Barracks, St. Louis,

wold, an agriculturist of Dakota; Alice A. is the

January 21, 1863, and then he returned to Iowa,

wife of Fred Fraueh,a mechanic of Gratiot County,
Mich.; Belvaett is the wife of Thomas Blakely, a
mechanic of Chicago, and Charles H. is a mechanic
0f Gratiot County, Mich.
The father of this

where he made a short visit, after which he came

family, Amos Atkins Clark, was born in New York,
August 4, 1811, and reared to manhood on a farm.

He emigrated to Illinois in 1834, the journey being
made overland, and located in Kane County cre
the Government survey. His ﬁrst home was a log
cabin, the typical pioneer residence.

In 1864 he

removed to Michigan, where he is now living a
retired life. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Andrew Jackson, later becoming a Whig and upon
the rise of the Republican party joined it. He
married Lydia A. Kimball, also a native of the
Empire State, who died when our subject was only
four years old.
Amid the wild scenes of pioneer life our subject

to Illinois and enlisted February 2. 1865, in Com
pany'l, One Hundred and Forty-seventh Illinois
Infantry, and was sent from Chicago to Dalton,

(1a., where he joined the command. Orders came to
proceed to Albany and from there they went to
Savannah, Ga., where the regiment was mustered
out of the United States service January 20, 1866.
The last time Mr. Clark was under the command
of Capt. John S. Pratt, his brother-in-law. He
was promoted Sergeant of his company March 22,
1865.
On his return from the war our subject embarked
in agricultural pursuits in this county, where he
has since made his home. On the 18th of October
of the following year he married Miss Celesta
Maria Pratthdaughter of John Pratt, who comes of
and old New England family. She was educated

was reared to manhood. and his advantages, educa

in the Wauconda Academy and is a most estimable

tional and otherwise, were very limited. lIc
enlisted in Company G, Twelfth Iowa Infantry,
under Capt. Charles C. Pepper, September 30,
1861, and was mustered into the United States

lady. By their union have been born ﬁve children:
Mary E., wife of Abner Cornwell, a native of New
York, and a farmer of Cuba Township, by whom
she has a little daughter, Hazel lt.,aged two years;

service at l)ubuque, Iowa, on the 5th of November.

Ina Belle, who was educated in the schools of

The regiment was then sent to Smithland, Ky.,

Waueonda, is a teacher of recognized ability in
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this community; Merritt S. assists his father in the
labors of the farm; Charles W. is at home, and
Lydia G. is now deceased.
Mr. Clark has always upheld the principles of
the Republican party since the time when be cast
his ﬁrst vote for Abraham Lincoln but has never
sought or desired public ofﬁce. He is one of the
charter members of Wauconda. Post, No. 368, G.

A. R. and has held the ofﬁce of Sergeant-Major
and Sergeant of the Guard. He is also connected
with the Patrons of Industry. He and his family
are held in high esteem for their sterling worth
and integrity, are favorably known in this com
munity and worthy of representation in the history
of their county, where are recorded the lives of its

honored pioneers and best citizens and the brave
boys who donned the blue blouse and shouldered
their muskets in defence of their home and country.

-—->s-s<~——
ESTER B. MORSE, a retired farmer whose

11k home is now in Libertyville, has been a
w; resident of the county for ﬁfty-four years.
There are few remaining who have so long been
identiﬁed with its history and interests. few remain
ing to tell the story of its pioneer life in those
early days. Mr. ~Morse is one of the honored
pioneers and a valued and leading citizen of the
community as well. lie was born in Windsor
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that war. In 1836, he came West, traveling by
wagon to Whitehall, on the canal to Buffalo, by
steamer to Detroit and there had to wait nine days
for a vessel to con‘vey him to Chicago, where he
arrived on the 6th of June, 1836. At that time
one baker furnished the city with bread which he
delivered in a basket. His father also came West
the same year and purchased a claim in Ela Town
ship and erected a comfortable cabin for his family.
In the meantime the mother was keeping boarders
in the city. In November, 1837, they moved to
this county and lived on the farm until their deaths.
He was a Democrat until Lincoln’s administration
when he became a supporter of the Republican
party. His wife died in 1849, and he remained
true to her memory, living a widower until his
own death, which occurred in September, 1880.
In their family were seven children, all of whom
are yet living, the youngest being ﬁfty-six years
of age.

,

Our subject is the ﬁfth child and was nine years
of age when his parents located in Chicago. As
the county was new his school privileges were neces
sarily limited. His boyhood days were spent mid
play and work and he gave his services to his
father until he had obtained his majority, when he
began farming on his own account. In Ela Town
ship, May 9, 1849, be married Sarah Wheeler,daugh
ter of William and Diantha (Hayden) Wheeler.
She was born in Herkimer County, N. Y., June
5, 1829, and

three children graced their mar

County, Vt., in l’omfret Township, March 29, 1827,

riage—Charles R., who was born May 19, 1850, and

and isa son of \Valter and Fannie (Hougbton)
Morse. both of whom were natives of the Green
Mountain State. The father was born January 1,
1789, and his wife was about two years his junior.
The grandfather of our subject, Abial Morse,
served in_ the Revolutionary War and lived to be
ninety-seven years of age. When eighty years old
he married a lady by the name of Swift who still
lives in Vermont and draws a pension on account
of his service, being one of only seven who receive
pensions in recognition of aid rendered to this
country when the War for Independence was in
progress. Three of Fannie Houghton’s brothers

died September 9, 1881; Walter R., December 19,

1853, married Ella Wood, September 19, 1876, and
resides on his farm in Ela Township with his wife
and their daughter Gertie; Stella D., born Septem
vber 25, 1860, became the wife of Charles M. Wilcox.
April 5, 1882, and died February 7, 1884.

The

mother of this family, who was a consistent mem
ber of the Methodist Church, died September 30,
1866.
On the 7th of November, 1867, Mr. Morse was
again married, his second union being with Mrs.

Sarah Bartles, nee Clark, who was born in LeiCcs

served in the War of 1812, and lost their lives

tersbire, England, September 14, 1842, and when
six years old came with her father, Samuel Clark to

there.

the United States, locating in Cook County, Ill.

The father of our subject also served in
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Her mother. whose maiden name was Ann Bradford,

York until his death, which occurred about 1868,

died in England in 1848. In their family were
three children—Mrs. Morse; John, a farmer of
Iowa; and Samuel, a resident of Barrington, lll.
Both sons served in the Union Army during the
late War. Mrs. Morse’s ﬁrst husband, Edwin A.

his wife surviving for a year. In politics he was a
Whig, but took no active part in public affairs,
prefering to devote his entire time and attention to
his business interests.
Much in the usual manner of farmer lads, the
boyhood and youthful days of our subject were
passed. In the common schools he acquired a
good English education and with his father learned
the carpenter’s trade. At the age of sixteen he
began to earn his own living, but still continued to
make his home under the parental roof until he had
attained his majority. On the 6th of February.

Bartles, to whom she was married August 30, 1862,

served in Company C, of the NinetySixth Illinois
Infantry, and .died in the service at Danville, Ky.,
February 6, 1863. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Morse have
been born two children—Lillie, who was born May
19,1869, and is now engaged in teaching; J. B.,
October 13, 1875.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Morse are members of the
Methodist Church and throughout the community
are well and favorably known. in political senti
ment he was ﬁrst a Whig, then became a Republi
can and supported that party until the rise of the
Prohibition party, in which he has since been an
active worker. Having engaged in farming until
'1883, he then removed to Libertyville. He still
owns one hundred and seventy-ﬁve acres of land
in Ela Township, upon which he has placed many
excellent improvements. He is now numbered
among the well-to do citizens of Libertyville, and

isa worthy pioneer and honorable man and de
serves representation in this volume.

RA B. RAY, a retired farmer residing in Lib
Hl ertyville, has been numbered among Lake
A County’s citizens since 1853, and has always
borne his part in the upbuilding of the community.
Ile claims New York as the state of his nativity,
his birth having Occurred in the town of Nelson,
Madison County, on the 22d of August, 1824. He
is the seventh in order of birth in a family of ten
children, ﬁve of whom are now living. The par
ents, Robert and Betsy (Wight) Bay. were natives

1848, in Madison County, N. Y., he was married to

Miss Emeline Sweet. and ﬁve years later they
started for Illinois, determined to try their fortune
on the broad prairies of the West. Traveling by
boat from Buffalo, they at length reached Toledo,
Ohio, and completed the journey by cars to Chi
cago. Their destination was Lake County, and at
Diamond Lake they made a location on partially
improved land, which continued to be the home of
Mr. Ray until within about a year since when he
moved to Libertyville.

He was

a

successful

farmer and the neat appearance of his place gave
evidence of his thrift and enterprise. He also
worked at his trade and by means of the two occu
pations supplemented by enterprise and good man
agement, he acquired a. comfortable competency
which n0w enables him to live a retired life.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ray were born nine children,
six of whom are living—Frank M.,the eldest, born
in New York, married Emma Davis, and resides at

Lake Forest, where he follows carpentering; George
M.. who wedded Hattie Rouse, is living at Dia
mond Lake, where Charles A. also makes his home;
Albert F. married Margaret Joyce and their'place
of abode is Waukegan: William E. died at the age
of fourteen years; Adele E. is the wife of Marcus
Andrews. of Rockefeller; Adrian L. and Hattie M.

b0th died at the age of twenty years; La Mott,
of Rhodc Island and Vermont respectively. They the youngest resides at Diamond Lake. Mr. Ray
provided his children with good educational advan
were married in Windsor County, Vt., the home
of Mrs. Ray, and soon afterward moved to
tages and, true to the teachings of their worthy
Madison County, N. Y. Robert Ray was a car l parents, they became useful and respected men and
l
penter by trade and in connection with that busi i women. The mother of this family was called to
ness carried on farming, making his home in New 1 her ﬁnal rest in February, 1883. Mr. Ray was
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again married on the 11th of September, 1890, in
Waukegan, to Mrs. Jane G. Patterson, widow of

John G. Patterson, and a daughter of Stephen and
Maria (Garretson) Wood, natives of New York.
Her parents came to Illinois in the month of June,
1842, and spent the remainder of their days in Cook

County. Mrs. Ray was born on Staten 'Island, on
the lat of June, l835,and when seven years of age,
was brought by her parents to this state. On the
23d of December, 1854, she became the wife of

John G. Patterson and removed to Long Grove,
Lake County, where they resided for seven years,
after which they located near Half Day in Vernon
Township. Mr. Patterson was born in Newburg,
N. Y., in July, 1816, and was a young man of
twenty years, when he came to Illinois. During the
gold excitement in California in 1850 he crossed
the plains to the Paciﬁc Slope, returning the fol
lowing year. About 1846, Mr. Patterson enlisted
at Chicago, in an independent militia company,
known as the “Washington Grays,” which was com
manded by Col. Leavenworth. The company of
fered its services to the Government for the Mex

ican War, but was not accepted as the Illinois
quota. was already full.
For a number of years prior to his death Mr.
Patterson was not actively engaged in farming.bnt
leased his farm. In September 1887, he moved to
Libertytille where his death occurred October 3d
following. He was one of the pioneer settlers of
Chicago, where he engaged in merchandising for a
time and also served as fireman for three years. In
this county he ﬁlled several township offices with
credit to himself and his constituents and was a
member of the Methodist Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Ray have a pleasant home in Lib
ertyville where they are surrounded by many
friends. He has been a resident of the county for
thirty-eight years, with the exception of a short
time which he spent at Pike’s Peak in 1860. He
has been prominently identiﬁed with the growth
and progress of the community in which he has
made his home and has been true to every duty of
citizenship. In politics he was a Whig in early life
and cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Clay,but on
the organization of the Republican party he joined
its ranks, supporting Fremont and has since 'been a
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stanch advocate of its principles. Mr. Ray is in
dependent and av man of strong convictions, who
through the useful and honorable life he has led.
has won the conﬁdence and good wishes of all with
whom he has come in contact.

15%

AMUEL GALLOWAY, M. D., a prominent
physician residing in Libertyville, was
born in the township of Beaver Dam, Erie
County, Pa., March 6, 1828, and is a son

of Isaac and Elizabeth (Adams) Galloway. Prior
to the Revolutionary \Var, the Galloway family
came to the United States and settled on James
River, Va., removing afterward to Susquehanna
County, Pa., and subsequently, in 1785, to Conitee

Lake, Erie County, Pa. The grandfather of our
subject, Samuel Galloway, was an ofﬁcer in the
Revolutionary War. He had thirteen children,
eight sons and ﬁve-daughters. of whom Isaac was
the third in order of birth. He was born in Erie
County, Pa., in 1795, and is a distant relative of
Alexander Hamilton, the great ﬁnancier. It was
his intention to enlist in the War of 1812, but the
vessel on which he intended to embark, sailed be

fore he reached the place. He married Miss Adams
who was born in Meadville, Crawford County, Pa.,
in 1800, and came from the same family to which
the two President Adams belonged. Mr. Galloway
was a farmer, natural physician and a veterinary
surgeon, but wbuld never accept a fee for practic
ing. In 1836, he removed to Illinois, passing
through Cleveland and Sandusky, Ohio, where the

party waited six weeks until the Maumee swamp
should dry and become passable so they could
drive over. He reached Chicago in September,
1836, where fourteen thousand Indians were being
paid off. He spent four years in Plainﬁeld, Will
County, and then removed to Northﬁeld, Cook
County, the division line between Lake and Cook
Counties dividing his house. He there remained
until his death, which occurred at the age of sixty
ﬁve years, and his wife died at the age of sev
enty-six. Both were members of the Methodist
Church, and in politics he was a radical Whig. In
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their family were thirteen children, two sons and
eleven daughters, seven of whom are yet living.
Our subject is the fourth in order of birth. In
the usual manner of farmer lads, he was reared to
manhood. His educational advantages were very
meagre, but through private study he has become
well-informed. Having purchased sixty acres of
land at Government price, he made thereon one
thousand ties, for which he received $400.

It had

for some time been his desire to become a physi

ville is a monument to the enterprise and deter
mined elTort of Dr. Galloway, C. C. Bulkley and
Frank Kimball, who constituted the School Board
at that- time, backed by intelligent citizens. The
opponents of the measure went so far as to try to

get out an injunction to prevent carrying forward
the work, but they were too late, the bonds had

already been issued. The Doctor uses no spirits or
tobacco, and is well preserved for one of his years
and labors, a fact which is due to his abstinence

cian and with this money, in 1855, he entered Rush

from all things hurtful.

Medical College. The next summer, “Long John”
Went-worth gave him a place on the police force at
$50 per month. Thus he made enough to pay his
tuition for another year. He was then taken into
the office of Dr. Walker, of Chicago. The ﬁrst day
he made $18, and from that time success attended

every duty, and in the regard of all with whom he

his efforts.

In July, 1861, he went to Hainesville,

and three months later came to Liberty ville, where
he has successfully practiced since. In the winters
of 1864-65, he took his last course of lectures at

Rush College, from which he was graduated in the
spring of the latter year. He has had a very ex
tensive and successful practice as a few statistics
will show. He has three thousand times adminis

As a citizen he is true to

has come in contact he ranks high. In 1882 Dr.
Galloway organized through the Chicago, Milwau
kee & St. Paul Railroad Company, the Liberty
ville Railroad Company of which he was President;
he devoted his undivided attention to the project
ing and constructing of the road, investing up
wards of $700 in the enterprise. He was the only
President the road ever had. and served until the
Libertyville Railroad was sold to the Chicago, Mil
waukee & St. Paul Railroad.

tered chloroform without accident; out of two

hundred cases of smallpox he has saved all but six.
He has attended two thousand obstetric cases very
successfully. He has amputated forty-six limbs,
has attended nine hundred cases of La Grippe and
three thousand cases of cerebro spinal meningetis.
In fact, Dr. Galloway is considered one of the
most skillful physicians and surgeons in the county.
At Libertyville, on the 7th of July, 1863, the
Doctor wedded Amelia Hodgkins, who was born

July 24, 1832, in St. Lawrence County, N. Y.
They have ﬁve children: Isaac H., a painter of
Libertyville; Frank, who died in infancy; Eleanor

A., a teacher in the Libertyville school‘s; Samuel,
an attorney of Chicago; and Charles, at student at
Rush Medical College. The parents are members
of the Universalist Church, and the husband is a

Republican in political sentiment.
In addition to his profession, Dr. Galloway is

interested in farming, owning a good farm of one
hundred and thirty-six acres. He is a ﬁrm believer
in education. The new school building of Liberty

ﬁll LMON VEDDER, an early settler of Deer,
l

ﬁeld, and a leading farmer of that town,

He was born in the
-.

town of Granville, Schenectady County,

N. Y., on the 8th of October, 1825, and is a son of

Philip and Margaret (Haverly) Vedder, a sketch
of whom is given elsewhere in this work. Our
subject went to Lewis County, N. Y., with his
parents in childhood and was there reared to man
hood upon a farm. His education was acquired in
the public schools, which he attended during the
winter season.
He came to Deerﬁeld with his
parents in October, 1844, and spent the succeeding
ﬁve years of his life in aiding his father to im
prove a new farm, where the family had established
a home. In the spring of 1849, he joined a party
en route for the gold ﬁelds of California and crossed
the plains to the Paciﬁc Coast. He spent three

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
years in the gold diggings and then kept a public
house, on what was known as the Hangtown road.
situated twenty miles from Sacramento and some
thirty miles from l’lacerville.
The tavern was
called the Prairie House, and was a popular hotel
of that region. Mr. Vedder continued in that
business for six years and then returned to his
home in Illinois in June. 1858, by way of the
Panama route. On his return he engaged in farm
ing and stock-raising in Deerﬁeld which business
he has continued to the present time.

Since the great ﬁre in Chicago in 1871, Mr.
Vedder has made a point of feeding and caring for
a large number of horses, ﬁne driving stock, the
property of Chicago business men, which business
he has conducted in such a manner as to win much
praise from his patrons for his zealous and faithful
care of the horses placed in his keeping, many of
which are very valuable. His barns are extensive
and complete in their appointments and are well
adapted to the purpose for which they are used.
His farm is under a high state of cultivation and
is held to be one of the best and most valuable in
Lake County. The farm is the joint property of
our subject and his sister Margaret, and contains

three hundred and sixteen acres of land.
()n the 19th of February, 1879, in Highland
Park, Mr. Vedder was united in marriage with
Miss Louisa B. Baldwin, a. native of Guilford,
Chenango County, N. Y., born September 29,
1835, and a daughter of William and Louisa
(Booth) Baldwin. During her infancy Mrs. Ved
der lost her mother who died on the 16th of De
cember,1835. Her father afterward again married,
his second wife being Catherine Humphrey, who
was born in Canton, Hartford County, Conu.,
November 22, 1810, and died November 20, 1858.
Mr. Baldwin was born in Goodhue, Litchﬁeld
County, Conn., December 12. 1798, and was de

scended from one of the old families of that State.
He died in Guilford, N. Y., January 6, 1875, at
the age of seventy-six years. His ﬁrst wife was
born in Harrington, now Derby, Litchﬁeld County,
Conn., April 2, 1808. Mr. Vedder isa Republican
in politics, but has never accepted public ofﬁce.
He prefers to devote his undivided attention to
his farm and stock business. His uniform and
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courteous ways and upright and honorable business
methods have won him hosts of friends among the
best people of his Own county and in the city
where his acquaintance is extensive.

Q)
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OHN CLARK CUSHMAN, Secretary and
Treasurer of the Chicago Anderson Com
} mon Brick Company, and an ofﬁcer of the
©

Chicago, New England and New York An

derson Pressed Brick Companies,has been a resident

of Highland Park since 1875. He was born in
Ft. Covington, Franklin County, N. Y., August
21, 1833, and is a son of Robert and Agnes (Clark)

Cushman. His grandfather, Silas Cushman, was a
pioneer of Northern New York. When he set
tled at Ft. Covington, then French Mills, in 1799
there was but one house within thirty miles of that
place.

The subject of this sketch is a lineal descendant
of Robert Cushman, of England, who in company
with Elder Brewster, chartered the “ Mayﬂower " to
transport the Pilgrim fathers from Holland to
America. He is the common ancestor of all the
Cusbmans in the United States, and was born in
the North of England, probably between the years
1580 and 1585.

He was a prominent non-conform

ist or Puritan, and through his deep religious feel
ing, superior intelligence and force of character,
became a leader in the movements to establish a
colony in America.

He was associated with Rev.

John Robinson, Elder Brewster, Gov. Carver, Gov.
Bradford, Isaac Allerton and others, in a move
ment to transport the colonies which had been
established at Leyden, Holland, in 1609, to the
New World, where they hoped to enjoy religious
and political. freedom. In 1617, Robert Cushman
and Deacon John Carver. two of the most active,
reliable and judicious of the members, were selected

to go to London to secure a charter for an American
colony,and Mr. Cushman was one of those appointed
to secure shipping. They chartered the “ May
ﬂower” and “ Speedwell ” to transport the colony,
and on the 5th of August. 1620, they set out, Rob

ert Cushman and family being of the party.

After
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three days' sailing, the captain of the “ Speedwell ”
declared his ship to be leaking and unseaworthy,
when, a consultation being held, it was decided that

His death occurred October 1. 1793, at the age of
eighty-two years. Consider Cushman, son of Capt.
Nathaniel Cushman, who was born July 6. 1740,

the “Speedwell” should return.

married Submit Newcomb, resided in Lebanon,

As the “May

ﬂower ” could not carry the whole party, a number

Conn., was a soldier of the French and Indian

of the members were forced to return with the
“Speedwell,” among whom was Robert Cushman
and family,his presence being deemed advisable. as
he was well qualiﬁed to manage in regard to trans
shipment of the returning party. The next ship to
follow the “ Mayﬂower" was the “ Fortune,” which
horc among its passengers Mr. Cushman and family.
Their arrival at New Plymouth, November 9, 1621,
was hailed with delight by their surviving com
panions of the “May ﬂower.” Mr. Cushman at once
took a prominent place in the colony, and a few
years later returned to England on business con
nected with the colony, where his death occurred
in February, 1625. His farewell sermon before
leaving for England was the ﬁrst ever published in
the colony.
Elder Thomas Cushman, the only son of Robert
Cushman, above mentioned, was born in England,
in February, 1608, and came to New England with

ried Agnes Clark, a daughter of James Clark, and
a granddaughter of Dr. James Clark, an eminent
surgeon of the British Navy. Rev. Dr. Clark, a
brother of the surgeon, was a prominent English
clergyman of the Cromwell Scotch-Presbyterian
school. Mrs. Sarah Clark, mother of Mrs. Robert

his parents in 1621.

N. Cushman, was of Scotch-Irish descent and born

He wedded Mary Allerton,

War, and died April 4, 1819, at the age of seventy
nine years.

Silas Cushlnan,of the seventh genera

tion, the grandfather of our subject, was born in
Bernardston, Mass, March 5, 1778, settled at a place
near French Mills, now Westville, Franklin County,

N. Y., in 1799. He was Judge of the County
Court, a Magistrate of the county many years, the
earliest settler of that town, and a man of supe
rior ability, highly respected by all. He married
Eleanor Millard, and had twelve children.
Robert N. Cushman, father of John C., and a
son of Silas Cushman, was born in Westville,
Franklin County, N. Y., in June, 1809, and mar

reared a family, and died December 11, 1691. at

in the north of the Emerald Isle, so that John C.

the age of eighty-fouryears. He preached for the
church at Plymouth over forty years. Their son,Rev.
Isaac Cushman, was born in Plymouth, Mass, Feb
ruary 8, 1647, wedded Mary Ricard, and was the
ﬁrst pastor of the ﬁrst church in Plymouth. His

Cushman has in his veins the blood of three nation
alities, English, Scotch and Irish, which may
account for the indomitable energy that has char
aeterized his life. Mrs. Robert N. Cushman died
April 20,1847. Mr. Cushman survives his wife,
and still resides on the old homestead near his
birthplace. The subject of this sketch was edu
cated in the district schools of his native town and
at Ft. Covington Academy. In 1851 he began
his business career in a country store at Schuyler
Falls, N. Y., where he spent two years. Next he was
employed for a short time in a book store at Ma
lone,N.Y.,and in the spring of 1853 went to Oswegc,
of the same State. On arriving in that city he was
the possessor of a cash capital of $2.50; yet not
withstanding, by a chain of peculiar circumstances
and good credit, he was the owner of a bookstore

death occurred October 22, 1732, at the age of

eighty-four years. Lieut. Isaac Cushman, of the
fourth generation, and a son of Rev. Isaac Cush
man, was born in Plymouth, November 15, 1676,

and for many years was a Lieutenant of militia.
He was twice married, his ﬁrst wife having been
Sarah Gibbs, a wrdow. He then married Mercy
Freeman, also a widow. who was the daughter of
Maj. Jonathan Bradford, 01’ Kingston. Lieut.
Isaac Cushman was a prominent man in the colony,
and his death occurred September 18, 1727. His
son, Capt. Nathaniel Cushman, was born May 28,
1712, and married Sarah Coomer.

wife he wedded Temperance Sims.

For his second

Ile removed

from Plymouth to Lebanon, Conn., in 1740, was a

Captain of militia and was inﬂuential in the colony.

within a few months, which he carried on success

fully until the winter of 1854—55, when he sold out
to good advantage and accepted a position as book
keeper and conﬁdential clerk in a wholesale house.
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Not being pleased with this line of duty, he came r
have secured his election.

to Chicago in the summer of 1855, and secure-J a
clerkship in the freight ofﬁce of the Galena &
Chicago Union Railroad Company. In December
following, he obtained a week’s leave of absence to
visit an uncle, Consider Cushman, in Marshall
County, Ind. During this visit be formed a part
nership with his uncle in the lumber and mercan
tile business and his week's absence from Chicago
was extended to nineteen years. His business con
nection with his uncle continued two years, when
he bought out his partner and carried on the busi
ness alone.
Mr. Cushman is a Demoerat in political senti
ment, and in 1863 was elected Clerk of Marshall

County, Ind., by a majority of 276. In 1867 he
was re-elected by a majority of 607, the greatest

In the fall of 1871,

just after the Chicago ﬁre, Mr. Cushman formed a

partnership in the blank b0ok and stationery bus
iness, with Cameron, Ambergdz C0., now a leading
house in its line in Chicago.
Mr. Cushman was married in Franklin County,
Mass. October 12, 1856, to Miss Ellen Sophia Bis

sell, a daughter of John W. and Sophia (Shepherd
son) Bissell, the former a native of Franklin
County, Mass, and the latter of the Green Moun

tain State.

Mr. and Mrs. Cushman have one child,

a daughter, Lillian Sophia, who is a native of

Plymouth, Ind., and a graduate of Highland Hall
Seminary. She is a rising artist.
After engaging in business in Chicago, in 1871,
Mr. Cushman continued to make his home in
Plymouth, Ind., where he had resided since 1863,

majority ever given, up to that time, for any

until May, 1875, when he removed to Highland

ofﬁcer in the county.

Park, Ill.

His increased majority was

the result of his thorough, faithful and efﬁcient

service. He was made chairman of the new court
house building committee in 1870, and by his
sagacity and integrity sued the county much
money, while securing one of the ﬁnest public
buildings in the State. As clerk, he was cx-oﬂ'icz'o
in charge of the probate business of the county,
and clerk of all the courts. After serving seven
years and four months, he resigned in April, 1871,
previous to the close 01‘ his second term. In 1870
he was elected Secretary and Director of the Ply
mouth, Kankakee & Paciﬁc Railroad Company,

In 1879 he sold out his interest in

the blank book
the organization
Brick Company
connected with
chosen director.

and stationery business, and on
of the Chicago Anderson Pressed
of Chicago, in 1880, became
that company, of which he was
There are now four companies in

the Anderson combination,and Mr. Cushman is an

oﬂicer in all. He was in charge of construction of
the large plants in Boston and New York, and of

the Chicago Anderson Common Brick Company
in Lyons, Cook County, 11]. These combined four
companies make the largest brick manufacturing
institution in the world, their capacity being over

now the Indiana, Illinois dz Iowa Railroad Com

four hundred and ﬁfty thousand brick per day.

pany, and was General Manager of Construction
for the Indiana division. When the road was sold
under its mortgage, Mr. Cushman was appointed
trustee by the bondholders, with power of attor
ney to purchase the railroad, which he did and
afterward assisted in the organization of its succes
sor. He severed his connection with it in 1881.
While in Marshall County, Ind., in 1874, he was
prominent as a probable candidate for Congress on
the Democratic ticket for the Thirteenth District,
but declining the nomination owing to business en

The Chicago Anderson Common Brick Company

gagements, the party decided to unite with the
People’s party, and did not make any party nomi
nations. Had he been nominated, it was generally
conceded that his great personal popularity would

is the largest brick manufactory in the United
States, having a capacity of three hundred thou
sand per day.
4
In 1885 the selection of a Collector of Internal
Revenue for the First Illinois District came up for
President Cleveland's consideration. Much odium
had been brought upon the Democratic party by

the acts of certain rings and cliques in Chicago,
and to prevent a “machine” man from being ap
pointed to that responsible position, a movement
was originated among prominent business men of
that city, to secure if possible the appointment of
some capable Lbusiness man, and Mr. Cushman
was selected by them for that purpose. Nine
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applicants were in the ﬁeld, but it is said that
only three names were seriously considered—
Messrs. Cushman, Stone and Dyer.
When it

responsibility and trust. While at Plymouth he
was a leading churchman. Throughout Northern
Indiana Mr. Cushman has many friends among the
Democracy who would regard his advancement to

was

a good position, under the Administration. as a
trust worthily bestowed. Personally, I havea very

known

that

our subject was a candidate

for the position, his old friends in Indians as
well as in Chicago, regardless of political afﬁlia
tions, attested, in letters of commendation, their

appreciation of his capability, integrity and high
standing. Prominent among those who endorsed

high opinion 01' his administrative abilities, and of
his worth as a man of honor and integrity.
(Signed)
Eusrur V. LONG,

Judge Thirty-third Judicial Circuit of Indiana.
The above letter is endorsed by the Hon. Thomas

him from Indiana were Vice-President Hendricks,
A. Hendricks, Vice President, as follows:

Ex-Senator Joseph E. McDonald, Gov. Gray, Sec
tary of State Myers, Judge Elisha V. Long, Hon.
W. H. Calkins and others. In Chicago he was en
dorsed by such men as Judge Rogers, Ex-Judge
Bradwell, W. P. Black, \brother of Gen. Black,

Commissioner of Pensions,) Hon. Erskine M.Phelps,
President of the Iroquois Club, D. C. Cregier, J.

H. McVicker, John A. King, John H. 3. Quick,
Judge McConnell, Hon. 8. M. Cnllom, etc.

Prof.

Elisha. Gray, Col. W. A. James, W. W. Boyington,
S. M. Millard, J. C. Anderson and others, from

Highland Park, also sent strong recommendations,
We append the following letter from Hon. Elisha
V. Long as a sample of the warm endorsement Mr.
Cushman received:
Waasaw, Ixn., December 27, 1884.
I have known Mr. John C. Cushman, now of
Chicago, 11]., but formerly of Plymouth, Marshall

County, Ind., since 1860. During that time I
have known him intimately. He served for two
terms as Clerk of the Circuit and Common Pleas
Courts in Marshall County, and to my personal
knowledge introduced reforms and changes in the
administration of the ofﬁce of great value to the
public.
Marshall County became a part of the circuit
over which I afterward presided,and Mr. Cushman ‘s
records were uniformly models. both in form and

substance. He has always been a Democrat, ﬁrm
in his adherence to principle, yet liberal and pro
gressive. In Indiana he was of great service to
his party. He gave liberally, both of his time and
money, and very much is due to him for the con
tinued ascendency of his party in Marshall County
while he lived there. In 1874 he was prominently
spoken of for Congress, and urged to become a
candidate, but declined on account of business.

During his residence in Indiana he was well and fa
- vorany known, as one of the leading Democrats,
and without doubt, had he not removed from the
State, would have been called to a position of high

“I take pleasure in saying that I concur in this
letter written by my friend Judge Long.
(Signed)
'I‘. A. Hannalcns.”
Though Mr. Cushman failed of appointment, the
above shows the great esteem in which he is held
by the best citizens wherever he has been.
Mr. Cushman is a prominent Mason. He joined
the order in Oswego, N. Y., in 1855, and was made
a Master Mason in LaPorte, Ind., in 1857, took

the Chapter degrees in Plymouth, Ind., in 1864,
the Knight Templar degrees at LaPorte about 1866,
and in 1872 he demitled in order to becomea char
ter member of Plymouth Commandery, of which
he was Prelate. He was'also a charter member of
Killwmning Lodge, No. 435, of Plymouth, and of
Plymouth Chapter, No. 49, R. A. M. In the fall
of 1875 he became a member of A. O. Fay Lodge,
No. 676, A. F. dz A. M., of Highland Park, and
was elected its Master for five terms in succession.
Later he was re-eiected, and served another year. In
1880 he joined Apollo Commander-y, K. T., No. 1,
of Chicago, of which he was elected I’relate in 1882,
and was re-elected in 1883 and 1884, and the fol

lowing year he was Generalissimo. He is a mem
ber of the Oriental Consistory, Scottish Rite of
Chicago, and has served as Grand Orator of that
body.
.
Mr. Cushman, his wife and daughter are mem
bers of Trinity Episcopal Church of Highland
Park, and he was Senior Warden of that church
for over ten years. Since coming to this State, he
was for seveial years one of the four lay delegates
chosen to represent the Diocese of Chicago in the
Provincial Councilof Illinois, abody composed of
representatives from the three dioceses of the Epis
copal Church into which Illinois is divided, each
being represented by three clerical, three lay dele
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gates and the Bishop of each diocese. While a resi
dent of Plymouth, he was President of the Board of
Trustees of that town, and has served as a member of
the Highland Park Common Council, and was a

member of the School Board ﬁve years, serving as
its President three years. Mr. Cushman has led an
active and useful life, characterized by energy,
strict integrity and superior executive ability.
While a resident of Marshall County, Ind.. nearly
twenty years, he won universal respect and great
popularity. In his business relations with the im
portant corporations with which he is connected,
his course has commanded the conﬁdence and
respect of his associates, while his social relations
in llighland Park, where he has resided for sixteen

years, have been of the most pleasant character.
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August 17, 1852; Hobart J., was born April 23,
1832, and is also represented in this work; Ellen
Adell, born December 23, 1833, was twice married,

her first husband being Mr. Stewart, her second,
Milo E. I-ont, and her death occurred on the 2d of
August, 1881; Eugenia A., born October 3,1835,

is the wife of Sherman Hoyt, a resident of Win
nctka, Ill.; Emily Madora, born February 12,
1839, is the wife of Mr. Allison, of Chicago; Car
oline Faustina, born October 2,1841, was twice
married, her present husband being Alexander
Scott, of Highland Park; Frances Felicia, the
youngest, was born March 23, 1844, married David
Cornell, and resides at Monterey Center, Mich.
In 1838 Mr. Millen severed his business relations
in the East, and emigrated from Jamesville, N. Y.,
to Chicago, Ill.. and the following spring settled in
what is now Deerﬁeld Township, Lake County, on

.$€L:TW' kg,

Government land, about a mile and a half south
OIIN MILLEN, deceased, was an honored

pioneer of Deerfield, Lake County, of 1840
1 and enjoyed the distinction of having pro
@/, posed the name Deer ﬁeld at a meeting called

of the village bearing that name, where was en
gagcd in farming until his death, which occurred
on the llth of August, 1853, at the age of ﬁfty
six years and ten months. Mrs. Millen survived
her husband many years and died January 4, 1883,

by the settlers for the purpose of naming and or

at the age of eighty one years and ten months.

ganizing the town.

Both were consistent members of the Episcopal
Church and were highly respected people. He was
a stanch Democrat in political sentiments, was

He was born in Connecticut,

October 10, 1796, and in his native State was reared

t0 manhood. It was there also that on the 12th of
September, 1819, he was joined in wedlock with
Miss Amy Porter, a daughter of Dr. Daniel Porter,
and anative of Wendell, Mass., born March 5, 1801.

twice Assessor of Decrﬁeld, and held other local

ofﬁces, the people thus manifesting their trust in
him and their conﬁdence was never misplaced.

Soon after their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Millen re
moved to Jamesville, Onondaga County, N. Y.
They had a large family, consisting of three sons
and nine daughters—Daniel

H.,/g.

P., the eldest, was

born August 28, 1820, married Kcziah Pantal, and

is now living in Waukegan. 111.; Cordelia A,, born
May 28, 1822, is now the widow of F. 1’. Good

wm. who died in December, 1875, at the age of
sixty-three years, and her home is in South Bend,
' Ind.; Walter H., was born May 5, 1824, and a

\,

OI‘IN HOUSE, a retired farmer residing in
Rockefeller, is one of the prominent and
well-known citizens of the county. He was
born-in Lincolnshire, England, on the 2d

(if—March, 1828, and is a son of Henry Rouse, who

sketch of his life is given on another page of this

was a native of the same community.

volume; Emma A., born January 5, 1826, became

farm the father was reared to manhood, and when

the wife of Job Galloway, and died April 9, 1875;

Upon a

he had attained to mature years he married Eliza
beth Clark, by whom he had ﬁve children. Her
26, 1830; Isabella G., who was born May 20, 1830, l death occurred in England in 1849, after which
became the wife of George W. Billson, and died Y Henry Rouse crossed the Atlantic to America, lu

Catherine A., born February 26,1828,dicd August
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eating first in Chicago and afterward in Quincy,
Ill.
His death occurred in Adams County in

1851. He had been a member of the Church of
England and his wife was a member of the Baptist
Church.
They were worthy people, highly re
spected by all who knew them.
The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood
days in the usual manner of farmer lads. He was
drilled in the common branches of learning by an
old British soldier, but attended the public schools
very little in life. In 1848 he was united in
marriage with Matilda Proctor, who was born and
reared in the same neighborhood, and they became
the parents of nine children, namely: William,

who is engaged in farming in Fremont Township;
Harry, who resides on the old homestead; Mrs.
Mary Mitchell, of Vernon Township; Mrs. lIar
riet Ray, living near Diamond Lake; Mrs. Alice

Mann, whose home is in Libertyville; John J.,
a leading merchant of Rockefeller; Jessie, Nellie
and Robert at home.
When his father came to America John Rouse
also bade good-by to the land of his nativity and
crossing the broad ocean,cast his lot with the
early settlers of Lake County, Ill. It was in 1853
that he settled in Libertyville Township and pur
chased eighty acres of prairie and thirty-six acres
of timber land.

Quincy, Ill., his capital consisted of only 8300 in
gold. With this asa foundation, he has built a
handsome fortune as the reward of his hard labor,
enterprise, perseverance and good management.
It has not always _becn smooth sailing for, as
common to all. he has met with reverses, but by a
determined will and energy he has overcome the
obstacles in his path and pushed forward to a suc
cessful goal.
In politics he is a Republican and cast his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for Lincoln in 1864. During
the war he was drafted into the service, but being

unable to go, he sent a substitute, who was shot.
Mr. Rouse has led a busy and useful life and has
proved a worthy citizen of the community, having
aided in its upbuilding and the advancement of
its best interests. The cause of education has
ever found in him a warm friend and for his chil
dren he provided good ad vantages, permitting
them to attend the public schools, and then afford
ing them the opportunity of further pursuing
their studies in the seminary of Aurora. An hon
ored and respected citizen of this community and
one of the prominent men of Rockefeller, be well
deserves representation in this volume, and it is
with pleasure that we record his sketch.

This he cultivated for a time,
. _.+

when he sold out and made purchase of two hun
dred acres in the same township. It had practic
ally no improvements upon it, but is now one of
the ﬁnest farms in the community, and its houn

daries have been

extended until it comprises

three hundred acres of ﬁne land, which pays a gol

den tribute to the owner. He also has one hun
dred and ﬁfty-seven and a half acres in Fremont
Township, a part of which lies within the corpora
tion limits of Rockefeller. His land is all well
improved and highly cultivated, and its neat and
thrifty appearance indicates the careful supervision
of the owner. In 1883 Mr. Rouse left his farm
in Libertyville Township and built a ﬁne resi
dence in Rockefeller just over the line in Fremont

Township, where he now makes his home. He is
living a retired life, having laid aside all busi
ness cares to enjoy the fruits of former labor. He
is truly a self-made man, for when he reached

SAAC HEATH, a retired merchant of Liberty
ville, has for thirty-eight years been promi
i nently connected with the business interests of
this town and county and is ranked among its lead
ing citizens. A life of industry, perseverance and
enterprise has made him a prosperous man and he
is now resting in the enjoyment of the fruits of
former toil.
He was born in Corinth, Orange County, Vt.,
September 28, 1832, and is a son of Cyrus H. and

Mary C. (Hutchinson) Heath. His parents were
both natives of the Green Mountain State; the
father was born in Orange County in 1805 and
the mother in the same county in 1810. They
were married in their native county October 5,
1831. Mr. Heath continued farming in Vermont

until 1854, when with his family he emigrated
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Westward, locating in Lake County, 111. His death
occurred March 25, 1863, in Libertyville. His
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recognize the principle that “to the victor belong
the spoils.”
On the 19th of February, 1856, Mr. Heath was

widow still survives him and makes her home with
her son in Waukegan. In their family were six
children but only three are now living: Isaac is

daughter of Alfred Merrill, of Corinth, Orange

the eldest; Orson H., who was born March 3, 1834,

County, Vt.

and on the 5th of March, 1867, wedded Orpha H.
Lee, who died in this county several years ago, is
now a resident of Waukegan, and ﬁlls the ofﬁce of
Justice of the Peace of that city; Harriet 11., born

Merrill and resides in Warren. N. H.

November '28, 1837, died September" ‘25, 1863;
George Wilbur, born May 20. 1840, died January
21,1842;

Wilbur Fisk, who was born‘June 11,

united in marriage with Miss Martha Jane, eldest

Her sister, Chest-ins, married Asa

Unto Mr.

and Mrs. Heath have been born two children,sons:

Homer A., who was born in Libertyville. October
18, 1857, and Warren M., who was born at the

same place, September 30, 1863. The last named
married Carrie DuBois and they have one child,
Warren Edward. who was born August 20, 1887.

1843, and is now engaged in the clothing business

Mr. Heath has been a stauch Republican ever

in Oshkosh. Wis., has been twice married—on the
28th of May, 1870, he wedded Anna C. Pal-melee,

since the organization of the party and takes an
active interest in political affairs. Himself, wife
and sons are members of the Methodist Church
of Libertyville and he is a worthy member of the
Masonic order, in which he has been honored with
the principal ofﬁce in his lodge for eight consecu
tive years. He took membership with Libertyville

who died in 1888. since which time he has married
a lady in Dayton, Ohio. Mary Elizabeth, who
completes the family, was born July 28, 1854, and
died September 27, 1855.
In his native State Isaac Heath spent his child
hood days but soon after attaining his majority he
resolved to try his fortune on the broad prairies of
the West. He came to Lake County in 1853 and
embarked in farming, which business he followed
for about four years. He then began work asa
carpenter and joiner. having learned the trade in
the West and followed that pursuit for about four
teen years. during which time be erected mauy'of
the important buildings in and near Libertyville,

including the Union Church in that place. He
then divided his energies, devoting only a portion
of his time to carpenter work, while the remainder
was given to the furniture business which he con
tinued with marked success for twenty-three years.
He carried an excellent stock of furniture together
with paints, painters’ supplies, etc., and soon suc
ceeded in building up a large and lucrative trade.
Within a short time past he has placed lllS store in
the hands of his sons and is now practically living
.a retired life. Mr. Heath is agent for the Express
Company at Liberty ville and has held that position
for sixteen years. During Gen. Grant’s last term
as

President he was

appointed

Postmaster at

Libertyville. which position he held continuously
until the second year of President Cleveland’s
administration, when he received an invitation to

Lodge, No. 492, A. F. & A. M., in 1867.

As a

public ofﬁcial he won the esteem of all with whom
he came in contact and proved himself an efﬁcient
ofﬁcer. He is a trusted employe of the Express
Company, as is indicated by the long years of con
tinued service and among the prominent and inﬂu
ential business men of Libertyville he ranks high.

~Fa~%*a:gl-ar&~

AMES DERWAIN

WELLS, one of the

I progressive and enterprising farmers of
Wauconda Township, has the honor of be
ill) ing a native born citizen of Lake County.
1-1 is birth occurred on his father’s farm in the same
township May 16, 1853. His parents, Theodore and
Sarah Ann (Duers) Wells, were natives of Rhodc

Island and New York, respectively.

The father

was born in 1812, and when a young lad was taken

to the Empire State, where he grew to manhood
and learned the blacksmith’s trade. becoming an
expert workman. He emigrated to the West in a
very early day, settling in this county in its early
infancy and for years successfully followed his
trade in Wauconda, where his (teeth occurred in
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1883, at the ripe old age of seventy-one years.
He was a stalwart Republican in politics and use
ful citizen. His wife, whose birth occurred in
1818, had long preceded him to her ﬁnal rest, dy
ing in 1863. In their family were thirteen children,
nine sons and four daughters: Thomas,who married
Lotta Cornwell, and is a. machinist of Vermont;
Harriet, wife of Dr. J. A. Hubbard, an eminent
physican of this State; Theodore, who wedded Miss
Rosella Whitcomb, and is an express agent in Chi
cago; \Vashington, now deceased; John D., who
married Kittie McCarty, and resides in Iowa;
Mary, wife of Benjamin Gardner, a carpenter and
joiner, of Nebraska; Elvira, wife of t}. F. Darrell,

Wauconda Township, whose sketch appears else
where in this work; Henry, who married Miss Alice
Owen, and is engaged in blacksmithing in llaines
ville, lll.; James D., the next in order of birth;
Willie, who married Miss Carrie Hall, and is a
machinist of New York; Eddie, an infant, and

Sarah are deceased.
The subject of this sketch acquired his educa
tion in the common schools of this county. where
his entire life has been spent. Between the ages of
thirteen and twenty-two he worked as a farm hand

and then began life for himself. As a helpmate he
chose Miss Thirza Baisley, one of the fair daugh
ters of Lake County. born September 12, 1854.
Their marriage was celebrated on the 22d of Feb
ruary, 1875.

Her parents, Richard and Sarah Ann

(Case) Baisely, were both natives of Northamp
tonshire, England, the former born

in 1820, the

latter in 1826. The year 1850 witnessed their cm
igration to America, and on landing in New York
they started directly for the West, and from Ra

number of years, and was called to her ﬁnal rest
on the lst of February, 1891. Their daughter,
Mrs. Wells, has always lived in this county. By
her marriage six children have been born, four
sons and two daughters-Percy Elmer, who was
born January 7, 1876, is a natural mechanic and a

young man of considerable genius; Sadie Ethel,
born May 18, 1878, is living in Dubuque, Ill., and
possesses decided musical talent; Frank Lee, was
born July 29,1880; R. D., December 26, 1882;

Hattie May, February 5, 1885, and Marvin, August
16, 1889, completes the family.
Mr. Wells cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for R.
B. Hayes, and has since supported the Republican
party. As every true American citizen should d0,he
manifests an interest in political aﬂairs, and keeps
well informed on the issues of the day. He is an hon
ored member of the Patrons of Industry, belong
ing to Roseville Lodge in Wauconda Township,
and is a member of the Baptist Church. His wife
hold membership in the Methodist Church, and all
charitable and benevolent interests worthy of sup
port have received their aid. They are regarded
as among the best people in this community and

are held in the highest respect by their many
friends. 011 the 24th of April, 1886, while Mr.
Wells was engaged in milling an explosion occurred,
and in the accident he had his right leg so terribly
crushed that he was unable to work for about two
years. It also caused him to lose about half of the
ﬁrst ﬁnger on the right hand. Since that time he
has engaged in farming, and has a pleasant home
in Wauconda Township.

I E .‘l

cine, Wis., made the journey on foot to Wauke'

gan, Ill. On their arrival, Mr. Baisley had only‘
81 in his pocket, and this he offered in pay

tD

AMES MONAGHAN, JR., who engages in

ment for some articles purchased in a store, but the

general farming on section 28, Wauconda

merchant declared it Was not good.

He was a

Township, has, throughout his entire life

baker by trade and followed that occupation in

resided in Lake County, being a represen
tative of one of the honored pioneer families. He
was born in the township which is still lllS home on
the 3d of August, 1842, and is the ﬁfth in order of
birth in a family of eleven children whose parents
are James and Eliza (Lane) Monaghan, a sketch of
whom appears on another page of this work. One

England, but immediately after coming to America
engaged in shoemaking. lIe located in Diamond
Lake and he and his family underwent all the hard

ships and trials of the early pioneers.

Some years

afterward they removed to Wauconda, where Mr.

Baiilry died in 1873.

His wife survived him a
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brother of the family, William Monaghan, now de
ceased, was a faithful soldier throughout the late
war and is certainly deserving of special mention
in this volume.
He was reared in the usual manner of farmer lads
and was a boy of very industrious habits. He
showed a natural aptitude for study while in school
and though his educational advantages were meagre
he made the most of his opportunities and became
well informed. The year in which be attained his
majority he enlisted for the war as a member of
Company B, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, under
Capt. David Salisbury. He entered the service
July ‘24, 1862, and the company until its organiz
ation was known as the Lake County Union Guards.
'1 hey were mustered into the United States service
by Lieut. Tabbatts, at Camp Fuller, Rockford, 11].,
September 5, 1862, and from there were sent to
Cincinnati, and Went into camp at Newport, Ky.

Triune.

On the 23d of
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the same month they

marched to Cripple Creek, where they acted as
guard for about ﬁve hundred rebel prisoners. On
the 27th of June, they reached Murfrecsboro and
on the next day started for Shelbysville, where
they remained from June 30th until July 3d.
Through a heavy, drenching rain they marched to .
War Trace and on the 12th of August, proceeded
to Estell Springs, where the regiment was employed
in guarding railroad bridges across the Elk River.
The history of the regiment is the history of Will
iam Monaghan's service. He was never off duty a
day, but was always found at his post, whether on

On the 21st of October, they proceeded to the bar

guard duty, in camp or in the midst of battle, he
displayed his loyalty by faithful service.
The subject of this sketch, like his brother, had
meagre educational advantages, but by reading,
observation and experience has acquired a good
practical kn0wledge which could not have been
gained from text-books. The cause of education,

racks in Covington, Ky.. where a part of the com
pany was detached to guard Ft. Mitchell. ()u the
29th of October, they started for Lexington, march
ing by way of Williamtsown and Georgetown, and
arriving on the 5th of November. Eight days
later they started, and, marching by way of Nich
olsville, reached llarrodsburg. From November

good citizenship is dependent upon it and for
twelve years he has faithfully served his district as
School Director. Upon the old homestead where
he was born, Mr. Monaghan remained until his
marriage, which was celebrated April 15, 1875, the
lady of his choice being Miss Ellen Bradley, a

28. until the 26th of January, 1863, the regiment
was stationed at Danville. In the meantime, on

however, ﬁnds in him a warm friend for he believes

native of Brooklyn, N. Y., born December 6, 1848.

the 29th of December, Company B was detached
to guard the bridge across the Kentucky River on
the Lexington and Danville Pike, and were thus
engaged until the third day of the new year. After
a five days march the regiment arrived in Louis,
ville. on the 3lst of January, and on transports
proceeded down the Ohio and up the Cumberland

She is the youngest in a family of four sons and
two daughters, of whom the eldest, John, is now
deceased. He was employed on the Pittsburg & Ft.
Wayne Railroad and married Miss Jane Moore, a
native of Wisconsin, by whom be had four children,
two of whom are yet living with their mother, the
other two being now deceased. Hugh, who married
Mrs. Kate O’Boyle. a native of Green Bay, Wis., is

Rivers to Nashville, Tenn., where they arrived on

a barber of Chicago. _ William, who is married, is

the 8th of February. On the 4th of March, they
started on transports for Franklin, Tenn., and on

weighmaster in a large mercantile establishment in
Chicago. Daniel, who married Elizabeth O’Boyle,
is now proprietor of the Bradley House in Green
Bay, Wis. Mrs. Monaghan completes the family.
The father, John Bradley was born in County
Donaghan, Ireland, in 1809, and married Catherine
McGeever, a native of Scotland. He was a farmer

the 9th, 10th and 11th of the same month aided in

driving the rebels across the river. They remained
in Franklin frmn the 12th to the 27th and then
marched to Brentwood, Tenn., where they were en

gaged in doing guard duty until the 8th of April,
when they returned to Franklin. Again Company
B did very heavy and fatiguing guard duty until
the 2d of June, when orders came to proceed to

by occupation and followed that business through
out his entire life. His death occurred February
12, 1883. He was a devout member of the Church
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of Immaculate Conception, and was a man of noble
character whose life was replete with many dreds
of kindness and generosity. His wife died when
her youngest child was about ayear and a half old.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Monaghan has been
blessed with a family of six children, two sons and
four daughters--James Elmer, who was born April
14, 1876 and resides with his parents; Will, born
November 20, 1879, died April 16, 1882, at the
age of two years. ﬁve months and four days; “at
tie, born October 2, 1882, died May 15, 1884, when
nineteen months old; Lila, born December I7, 1885,
Minnie, March 27, 1886, and Jennie, March 13,

1889, completes the family.
Mr. Monaghan is regarded as one of the repre
sentative farmers of the community.

He has a

well improved and highly cultivated farm on sect
ion '28, and devotes his entire attention to his busi

interests.
He votes
forPresidential
men of principle,
I ness
regardless
of party.
llis ﬁrst
vote was
cast for Abraham Lincoln. He has never sought
public office but faithfully served as Road Commis
sioner, and as before stated has long filled the
position of School Director. Socially, Mr. Mona
ghan is an honored member of the Masonic fratern
ity, belonging to Wauconda Lodge. No. 298. A. F.
& A. M., of which he served for two years as
Master-and is also a member of Wauconda Lodge,
No. 643, M. W. A.

He belongs to the Patrons of

Industry and his wife is a faithful member of the
Roman Catholic Church. People of sterling worth
and integrity they are held in high esteem by all
who know them.

I RA R.WEBB has for forty-six years resided upon
his farm on section 15. Antioch Township. Ile
l has a wide acquaintance throughout the county,
especially among the older citizens. He was born
in Herkimer County, N. Y..0n the 2d of June,
1823, and is the youngest son of Chase Webb. His
boyhood days were spent in work upon a farm,
alternated with attendence at the subscription
srhonls. where he acquired his education. An iIn

portant event in his life occurred on the 10th of
October, 1844—his marriage with Jane Potter.
She is a daughter of George and Nancy Ann (Tar
box)

Potter, the former a native of Providence.

R. I., and the latter of Ilebron, Conn. They set
tled in Herkimer County, N. Y., where Mrs. Webb
was born. Both of her parents died in the year
1832.
'
In the spring of l845, Mr. Weob, accompanied
by his wife, followed the course of emigration which
was steadily ﬂowing Westward and making his
way by canal and Lakes to Illinois at length settled
in Lake County. His parents came with him and
six brothers and three sisters of whom three are
now living, also took up their residence in this
community. Ira Webb, in 1846 purchased eighty
acres of land on section 15, Antioch Township, for
which he paid $200. It was then entirely destitute
of improvement, not even a furrow having been
turned. It has been his home since that time and
is now a richly cultivated farm of two hundred and
twenty-eight and a half acres supplied with good
buildings, the latest improved farm machinery and
good grades of stock. llis home is a comfortable
and substantial residence, which in 1859, took the

place of the old log cabin.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Webb have been born seven
children and the family circle yet remains un
broken. Mary is the wife of E. Boylan of Antioch
Township; Bernard operates the home farm; Mrs.
Ruby Ann Stevens is living in Iron Mountain,
Mich.; Robert Bradley is a real‘estate dealer of
Minneapolis; Emma M. is the wife of William
Hodge, a barber of Antioch; George E. is engaged
in merchandising at Lake Villa; and Chase is at
home.- They were all born and reared on the old
homestead and made bright with their presence
what otherwise would have been a lonely home in
the early days of Mr. Webb’s settlement in Lake
County.
>
Our subject has given his entire attention tohis
farm work having never sought ofﬁce or engaged
in political affairs.

However, he

keeps himself

well informed concerning the issues of the day and,
as every true American citizen should do, exercists
his right of ballot. He votes with the Republican

party.

He is a true and worthy citizen of the
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community and takes an active interest in every
thing pertaining to its upbuilding and advance
ment. He and his family are well respected, hold
ing a high position in the s0cial world.
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a railroad train. They passed through Chicago.
\ which was then a small struggling village, and
since that early day Mr. Hill has been a Witness of
the growth and upbuilding of this community.
Under the parental roof he grew to manhood and
received such educational advantages as the district
schools of the neighborhood afforded.
On the 17th of October, 1860, Mr. Hill was

joined in wedlock with Miss Mary M. Darling, who
agricultural implements of \Vaueonda, is

one of the leading business men of the
O thriving town in which he makes his home.
In 1880, he opened a small store stocked with agri
cultural implements. His capital consisted of only
$250, but from the beginning his trade grew and
as his patronage increased in volume he enlarged
his stock, adding to it a good line of shelf hard
ware and the best stoves. IIis store is now well
filled, and by his fair dealing and gentlemanly,
courteous treatment of his customers, he has
secured a fair share of the public patronage, and
therefore reaps a good income.
Mr. IIill‘s life history is as follows: he was born
in Chemung County, N. Y., September 11, 1838.
and is the seventh in a family of eight children
whose parents were Seth and Deborah (Clark)
Hill, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work.
Morris 5., the eldest, is married and follows farm
ing in Wauconda Township; Mary Ann died, in
1855; Jerusha is the wife of Stebbins Ford, a

prominent citizen of Wauconda; Sarah F., is the
wife of W. H. Seymour, of Wauconda, whose sketch
appears elsewhere in this work; Eliza J., is the wife
of A. A. Bangs, of Odebolt, Iowa, who traces his

ancestry back to the Pilgrim Fathers. who landed
from the “ Mayﬂower ” on the shores of Plymouth
Rock, in 1620; Lucy,is the wife of A. Calkins, a
carpenter and joiner, of Chicago; Reuben is the
next younger; and Frances A., who completes the
family is now deceased.
'i‘he first six years of his life Reuben Hill spent
in the Empire State but in September 1844, accom
panied his parents to Illinois. They traveled with
teams overland, reaching their destination, IClgin,

Ill., after thirty-one days. It was during this trip.
while they were journeying through the Buckeye
State that our subject ﬁrst looked with wonder upon

was born October 31, I841, in this State.

She too

attended the common schools and supplemented
her early education by a course in the Wauconda.
Academy, as it was then known. At the early age
of ﬁfteen she was granted a teacher’s certiﬁcate and
followed that profession with marked success until
her marriage. She is a lady of intelligence and
culture, and has personally directed the education
of her children. The family numbered three sons
and three daughters, but Edward D., died at the
age of two and a half years; Ambrose C., is now a
resident of Waukegan; Minnie D., also died at the
age of two and a half years; Louis M., after

attending the Wauconda schools, completed the
business course of study in the Valparaiso Normal
School, of Indiana, and is now aiding his father in
carrying on a store in Wauconda.; Leoline, died
when ten months old; and Grace L., fourteen

years of age, is attending school in Wauconda.
During the late war, Mr. Hill enlisted in the
Fifty-ﬁrst Illinois Infantry as a musician in the
regimental band. His service was in the Mississippi
Valley, and when his term had expired he was
honorably discharged at Corinth, June 30, 1863,

and returned home. In 1865, he went to Minn
esota, with the intention of trying his fortune in
that State, but after a year he again came to Lake
County, being dissatisﬁed with the North. The
following year he opened a grocery and meat
market, and engaged in that line of business for
about eight years when he embarked in farming
which he followed until

1880, when, as before

stated, he entered upon his present line of opera
tions.
His patronage comes from all over the
surrounding country and he is justly accounted
one of the prominent merchants of Wauconda.
Mr. Hill cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Abraham

Lincoln, but has never closely identiﬁed himself
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with any party, giving his support to the men
whom he thinks will best till the ofﬁce. Frequently
his fellow-townsmen have called upon him to
serve in positions of public trust; for three years
he held the ofﬁce of Constable, was in 1869 elected
Township School Treasurer, which position he has
held at intervals for four terms or a period of
eight years, being now the present encumbent.
Every trust reposed in him is faithfully discharged
and he has proved a faithful and eﬂicient ofﬁcer.
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, the

Grand Army Post of \Vauconda, in which he has
filled the ofﬁce of Adjutant for two years and also
holds membership with Wauconda Camp, No. 643,
M. W. A. He and his wife have a pleasant home
in Wauconda where they are surrounded by many
friends, and are held in high esteem for their
sterling worth and integrity. Mr. Hill is a self
made man and whatever he possesses has been ac

quired through his own efforts.
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USES BEACH, one of the early settlers of
the county, of August. 1855, now engaged
LA in general farming and stock-raising on
section 33, Wauconda Township. deserves
especial mention in this volume, for he is well and

favorably known throughout this community as
one of the leading citizens. He was born in Lin
colnshire, near the city of Boston, England, No
vember 11, 1827,and is a son of William and Ann

(Coxson) Beach, both of whom were also horn in
the same shire.

The father, whose birth occurred

in 1806, died at the age of eighty years, and the
mother departed this life when about thirty years
of age. Their children are Mary Ann, now de
ceased; Moses, of this sketch: Sarah, who is mar
ried and resides in

England; Aaron, deceased;

Jane, who is married and lives on the old home
stead in her native land; and Ann, who has also

passed away.
The advantages which our subject received in
his youth were very limited; in fact, when only
fourteen years of age, he began life for himself,
and whatever success he has achieved is due en

tirely to his own efforts. He labored on, receiving
but a small compensation for his services at first,
and afterward getting a better salary, as, with in
creased years, his services were able to command
better wages. When he had attained to mature
years, he was united in marriage with Miss Eliza
beth Smith, who was born in Lincolnshire, England,
in 1818. Their union was celebrated on the 13th
of May, l854, and the following year they sailed
for America with money enough to pay their pass
age to Albany. N. Y. They there remained for
about fourteen months, after which they resumed
their journey, coming directly to Lake County.
Mr. Beach has since here made his home. The
farm upon which he now resides comprises two
hundred and sixty acres of valuable land, which is
well tilled and improved with all the appointments
of a model farm.

His home is a neat, comfortable

frame residence, and in the rear are good out
buildings. He has given considerable attention
to stock-raising, making a specialty of Short-horn
cattle and Shropshire sheep, having many ﬁne speci
mens of both upon his place. Prosperity has
generally crowned his eﬁ‘orts, but he has also met
with reverses. In 1874 he had a large barn de
stroyed by ﬁre, containing ﬁve head of horses, one
valued at $500, twelve head of cows and ninety
head of sheep, together with his harness and grain.
His total loss was $2,500, and he had not a dollar’s
worth of insurance upon the property, but with

characteristic energy, he set to work to retrieve
his lost possessions, and has accomplished his pur
pose.
In 1890 Mr. Beach was called upon to mourn the
loss of his faithful wife. who passed away on the
23d of March, leaving a vacancy in the household
which can never be supplied.
“A precious one from us has gone,
A voice we loved is stilled,

A place is vacant in our home
Which never can be ﬁlled.
God in His wisdom has recalled
The boon His love had given;
And though the body moulders here,
The soul is safe in heaven.”
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Beach were born two chil
dren, both daughters—Sarah J., wife of Charles
Iiollison, a farmer of McHenry County; and Mary
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J., who died at the age of twenty-three years.
She was the wife of Richard Underwood, and at

her death left a little daughter, Mary E., who now
resides with her grandfather, and is the life and joy
of his home. She manages for him his household
affairs, and in so doing displays a thoughtfulness
seldom seen in one so young.
Since he has resided in this country, Mr. Beach
has been a supporter of Republican principles, and
cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Lincoln. He is
now serving as School Director, and being a warm
friend to education, is doing all in his power to
advance the high standard of the schools. He
was for three years Road Commissioner, and also
Collector of his township, discharging the duties of
the ofﬁces with credit to himself and to the satis
faction of his constituents. He is a member of the
Patrons of Industry, and is always found in the
front rank of any enterprise calculated to beneﬁt
or promote the social, education and moral interests
of the community. He is held in universal esteem,
and his upright life well entitles him to the high re
gard of his many friends.

ernment and also bought- a claim. In that early
day the work of civilization and progress in this
region seemed scarcely begun and we can gain
some idea. of the unsettled condition of the coun
try by noting that there were only two houses situ
ated between Half Day and Libertyville.
John Herrick became the owner of four hundred
and sixty acres of land on section 4, Vernon Town
ship, and then returned to New Hampshire and
married Priscilla Page. June 8. 1836, returning with
his young wife to his new \Vestern home. Three '

children came to bless their union. but only one
is now living: George, who resides on a part of the
old homestead. The mother died in 1847 and Mr.
Herrick again went to his native State for a wife.
He thenv wedded, September 21, 1848, Caroline G.
Dow, who was born in Hopkinton, N. 11., December
22. 1814, and they resided upon the ﬁrst farm
which he owned, until 1865, when he removed to

Libertyville Township, settling on a farm which is
now the home of our subject. He there resided
until his death and so successful was he in his under
takings that he became the Owner of over ﬁve hun
dred acres of land.

\ ANIEL D. HERRICK is the owner of one
of the leading dairy farms of Libertyville
Township. His home is situated on sec
tion 33, where he owns one hundred and

ﬁfty acres of highly improved land. He is num
bered among the progressive and representative
citizens of the community and it is with pleasure
that we present his sketch to the readers of this
album. Mr. Herrick has the honor of being a na
tive born citizen of Lake County, his birth having
occurred in the adjoining town of Vernon, on the
26th of July, 1852. His father, John Herrick, is
numbered among the early settlers of the county.
He was born July 1, 1806, in Hopkinton, N. H.,
and upon a farm in the State of his nativity, grew
to manhood. During his youth he worked as a
farm hand for $8 and $10 per month and when a
young man, in 1835, following Horace Grecly’s ad
vice, he emigrated to the West, locating in Lake

County, Ill.

He entered some land from the Gov
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Ile died on the 20th of March,

1890, when nearly eighty-four years of age. His
wife is still living and makes her home with her
daughter, Mrs. Triggs, of Libertyville. By her
marriage she became the mother of three children:
Kate, wife of Orin Luce, a resident of Vernon
Township; Daniel, of this sketch; and Essie, wife

of Eli 'l‘riggs.
The advantages of the common schools were af
forded our subject and were supplemented by a
course at Evanston, where he completed his liter

ary education. There was much work to be done
upon the farm and he also early learned habits of
industry and economy which have proved of incal
culable beneﬁt to him in his business life, as those
characteristics are absolutely essential to success.

He remained at home until twenty-six years of age,
giving his father the beneﬁt of his labor. and then
married, his union with Miss Edith Seavey being
celebrated in Libertyville November 23, 1876.
She was one of Lake County’s fair daughters and a
representative of one of the pioneer families of
Libertyville Township. Her father, Marcian II.
Seavey, was born in Maine, May 2, 1827, and mar
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ried Lucinda H. Tucker, a native of Maine.

Their

family numbers ﬁve children: Arno “7., William
J., Edith, Bertha and Pearl.

Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Herrick have been born two interesting children,
Roy and Lela.
As before stated, Mr. Herrick engages to a con
siderable extent in dairying and his farm is pro
vided with every convenience for that purpose.
He also raises ﬁne stock, making a specialty of
horses, and by his fellow-townsmen is numbered
among the progressive farmers of the community.
In his social relations he is a Modern Woodman of
America and in political sentiment has been a Re
publican since the time when be cast his ﬁrst Presi
dential vote for Gen. U. S. Grant. He is a public
spirited citizen, worthy the esteem and conﬁdence
of all; possesses a jovial, genial nature, is of a
friendly disposition and makes friends wherever he
goes, both in social circles and among his bus
iness acquaintances. The appearance of his farm
indicates a wide-awake and progressive manager
such as Daniel D. Herrick is known to be.
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'_‘ OHN R. SKIDMORE. contractor and builder
residing at Ft. Sheridan, and an early
settler of that place, is one of the leading
jl citizens of the community and as such we
are/glad to present his sketch to the readers of this
ALBUM. He was born near Oxford, England. Dec
ember 3, 1830, and is ason of Thomas and Ursula
(Pountney) Skidmore, who were also natives of

England, the father born in Tackley, Oxfordshire,
and the mother in Bewdley near Kiderminster,
\Vorcestershirc. The father was a school teacher
in early life.
.
Our subject entered upon his business career as
an apprentice to the carpenter's trade and became a
contractor and builder. On coming to Toronto,
Canada. he was employed in a house agency and was
business agent for Dr. Langstaﬂ, renting houses.
collecting, building and repairing for a large
property. He was married in England, May 12,
1857, to Miss Sarah

Kilby,

who was born in

'I‘ackley, and is the daughter of John Kilby.

Immediately after their marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Skidmore emigrated to America and located in
Toronto, Canada, where they resided until 1865.
when they moved to Chicago, where Mr. Skidmore
was engaged in contracting and building until May,
1871, when he moved with his family to High
wood,

now

Ft.

Sheridan,

Lake

County.

He

was employed by the Highland Park Building
Company in erecting buildings in Highland Park
and Highwood, and in 1873, he built several large
buildings for himself as an investment, some in
Highland Park and some in Ft. Sheridan. He
also built others in Lake Forest on contract. The
stringent times that followed the ﬁnancial panic of
1873 depreciated real-estate in this section very
seriously; many were obliged to take advantage of
the bankrupt act, but Mr. Skidmore, by turning over
his property to his creditors, settled his obligations
ata hundred cents on the dollar, after which he
pushed on with his work undaunted and has since
accumulated acompctency, having a comfortable
and substantial home in Highwood now Ft. Sher
idan, where he resides with his entire family about
him.
Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Skidmore,
three sons and three daughters—Percival George
who died at the age of seventeen years; Edward J.
unmarried, is in the real estate business with W. C.

Dow in Chicago; Lillian B. is the wife of James
Egan, Alice U. and Florence M. are at home; Wil
liam Frank is employed with the American Wheel
Company of Chicago; and Bertrand F. in real
estate with Sawyer dz Garrett.
Mr. and Mrs. Skidmore and three of their chil
dren are members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. In politics he is a Republican but has
never been an aspirant for public ofﬁce. His labor
has been more in the line of religious work, in
which he has been very active and inﬂuential. On
going to Chicago be interested himself in mission
work and on removing to Ft. Sheridan organized
a Sunday-school at that place in the spring of 1872,
and has been instrumental in maintaining it ever
since. In spite of opposition and jealousy he suc
ceeded in building up a school of seventy-ﬁve
members of which he was superintendent for ten
years. He was also instrumental in erecting the
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Methodist

Church at

Ft. Sheridan, which was

completed at a cost of $2,150, and of which he has
been one of the Stewards since its occupancy. For
twoyears after the church was erected, Mr. Skid
more succeeded in supplying the pulpit by driv
ing to a distant town for a minister and taking him
home again after service. The Methodist Episcopal
Society was organized in Ft. Sheridan in 1874,
re-organized in 1878 and 1879, Mr. Skidmore being
one of the inﬂuential members on both occasions.
During these years he organized a Sunday-school
in the country in the vtOWn meeting-house of Deer
ﬁcld with seventeen scholars and in 1879 he or
ganized another at theelerville, in a building
erected by himself. The school is still ﬂourishing
and is now held in a little church which was built
in 1890, ata cost of $500, largely through the in
ﬂuence of the subject of this sketch. Meetings, as
well as Sunday-school. are held there and much
good is being done. Mr. Skidmore is a most in
defatigable worker in the cause of Christianity to
which he has contributed most liberally in time
and money. l'lis faith in the efﬁcacy of Sunday
school work is most substantially endorsed by re
sults in his immediate family, of which he has just
reason to be proud, for it is seldom one ﬁnds so

large a family ofintelligent young men and women
devoted to their parents and each other and qualiﬁed
to fill their places in society with so much credit to
themselves and honor to their parents. To be the
head of such a family is of itself enough to entitle
a man to the highest esteem and lasting regard of
an intelligent and morally inclined community.
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sketch of whom is given elsewhere in this work,
He attended Dr. Beardsley‘s private school in
Monroe, Fairﬁeld County, Conn.,and subsequently
was a student of the Northwestern University at
Evanston for two years. One year was then spent
in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. After his education was
completed he remained with his father until twenty
one years of age.
On the

B. EASTON, a farmer, breeeder

and grower of ﬁne horses, and proprietor of
J the popular boarding stables of Chicago’s
driving horses, resides on section 33, Deerﬁeld
Township, his home being pleasantly situated only
half a mile south of the Deer-ﬁeld station, on the

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad.
Mr. Easton was born at Half Day, in the town

11th of June, 1867, Mr. Easton was

united in marriage in Deerfield with Miss Ellen C.
Parsons, a daughter of Alfred and Susan H. Par
sons.

She was born in Lewis County, N. Y., while

her parents were on a visit to their old home at
that place, for previously they had located in this
county, being pioneers in Deerlield Township of
1844. She has always made her home in that
town. Five children have been born of this mar
riage, four sons and a daughter, as follows: Ed
win l’., born May 18, 1868; Susan N., November

9, 1869; Augustus B.,July 3, 1871; Alvin C., April
27, 1873; and Albert, January 26, 1875.

After his marriage, Mr. Easion settled in the
town of Deerfield, and engaged extensively in
sheep-raising. He kept nearly athousand sheep,
and carried on that business for six years. He
then closed out and engaged in breeding horses for
the city market, and also in boarding ﬁne horses
for Chicago residents. This business has occupied
his attention for the past eighteen years. He has
the ﬁnest barns and stables to be found in the
county. They are. complete in their appointments,
in facilities for feed and water, and are kept scru
pulously clean and nest. “is farm of 232 acres is
said to be worth $150 per acre, and is without
doubt the most valuable farm of its size in Lake
County.
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The many improvements which he is

constantly placing upon it steadily increase its
worth. Mr. Easton has been a member of the
Lake County Agricultural Society for several
years, and has always kept at the front in every
thing pertaining to stock and agricultural affairs.
He is an active political worker in the Republican
party in the interests of his friends, but asks nothing
in the way of public ofﬁce for himself. He and
his wife are Universalists in their religious views,

of Vernon, Lake County, May 24, 1846, and is a

and have always been liberal in support of other

son of John and Minerva (Baldwin) Easton, a

churches as well, regardless of denomination.

Mr.
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Easton is well informed on the current topics, is
genial and cordial in manner, and is deservedly
popular with a wide circle of acquaintances. His
nearness to the city and constant intercourse with
city people has given him an advantage over the
average farmer in the acquisition of urban ways
and a wider range of thought, making him an
agreeable and welcome companion.
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\\ ATRICK DAWSON, deceased, is a pioneer
settler of the town of Deerﬁeld, where be

located in 1846. As he is well remembered
by many of the older residents of the com
munity, we present this record of his life. He was
born in County Sligo, Ireland, in 1809, and was a

Chicago; Peter, whose sketch is given elsewhere in
this work, married Miss Catherine Redmond, and

is a farmer of Deerﬁcld Township; Bridget is the
wife of Daniel Lamb, who is also engaged in farm
ing in the same township; Francis died at the age
of seven years; Daniel wedded Bridget Ludlow,
and makes his home in Winnetka, Ill.

The death of Mr. Dawson occurred on the 8th
of September, 1876. His wife survived him nearly
ten years, and departed this life January 19, 1886.
Both were consistent members of the Catholic
Church, and were buried in the Catholic Cemetery
in the town of Deerﬁeld. Mr. Dawson was a
Democrat in political sentiment, and was a man
highly respected in the community where he re
sided. He was an eye-witness of the greater part
of Lake County's growth, and, as far as possible,
he aided in its development.

son of Daniel Dawson. When nineteen years of
age, he emigrated to America, landing in Canada,
and in Quebec, in 1833, was united in marriage
with Miss Mary Murphy, :1 daughter of Peter and
Mary Murphy. She was also a native of County

+?§*—Tramgwrﬂ SE?
HILIP VEI)I)ER, an honored pioneer of
Lake County, now deceased, was born in

Sligo, Ireland, born about 1809, and with her fam

ily crossed the broad Atlantic to Canada, when six

“J / Granville (now Hoffman’s Ferry). Sche

It was in 1838, when Mr. Dawson, accompanied
by his family, crossed the line into the United
States, and located in Albany, N. Y., where he
made his home for two years, settling in Illinois in

The \‘edder family, of which the subject of this

teen years of age. '

I

'

1840.

He located in the town of Lake, where he

was engaged in farming and in raising and shipping

hay for the Chicago market. In December. 1846,
he removed to Deerﬁeld Township, Lake County,
arriving at his destination on the 22d of that
menth. He entered eighty acres of Gover_.ment
land, to which he added by purchase at private
sale, a quarter section, thus becoming owner of two
hundred and forty acres. He improved his land,
placed it under a high state of cultivation and
successfully carried on farming until his death.
M r. and Mrs. Dawson had a family of ﬁve sons
and two daughters, the eldest of whom, James,

married Miss Elizabeth Ferguson, and died in Jan

nectady County, N. Y., March 21, 1804.

sketch was a member, is of Holland extraction and

is descended from the old New York Knicker
bocker stock.
Philip Vedder was a farmer and kept a well
known hotel on the Mohawk turnpike for many
years. He was married December 23, 1824, to
Miss Margaret lIaverly. She was born in Glen
ville,1\'. Y., April 29, 1810, and was but fourteen
years old when married, while her husband was in
his twenty-ﬁrst year. They had four children one
son and three daughters—Almon, was born October
8, 1825, married Miss Louisa B. Baldwin, and resides

on the old home farm in Deertield Township, Lake
County;Susanwas born June 20,

1827, married

Alfred Parsons who is now deceased, and resides
n Des Plaines, Cook County, Ill. ; Eleanor was born
May 20, 1829, and is now the wife of Gen. F. T.

uary, 1875; John, the second son, married Miss
Ann Dorsey, and is a farmer of Dcerﬁeld 'l‘own

Sherman of Waukegan; Margaret was born June 8,

ship; Mary Ann is the wife of Philip Reidy,of

old home farm of which she is joint owner.

1838, and makes her home with her brother on the
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,A few years after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs.
Vedder removed to Denmark, Lewis County. \I.
Y., where they engaged in keeping hotel until the
fall of 1844. They then emigrated to Illinois and
arrived in Deerﬁeld, Lake County, in October
of that year. Mr. Vedder purchased the farm on
section 33 of that town and made there a home
for himself and family. He was one of the first
to introduce ﬁne wool sheep into Northern Illinois
and kept and bred them for several years.
Mrs. Yedders who was a woman of remarkable
beauty and of an amiable and sweet disposition, had

been an invalid since 1838. She eventually be
came helpless and died November 29, 1856, at the
age of forty-six years. Mr. Vedder survived his
wife many years and died January 23, 1885, at the
rage of eighty-one. In early life he was a Whig
and later a Republican. In their religious views
both were believers in the Universalist doctrine.
No severcr creed would have harmonized with
their kindly feelings toward humanity and their
boundless hope of a happy future for all poor
mortals beyond the grave. Mr. Vedder was unas
suming, cheerful and cordial in manner and upright
and honorable in all his relations with the world.
His death was mourned by many sincere and
earnest friends.

WW
EVI J. SIMONS, one of the leading busi
\ ness men of the town of Antioch, devotes

_____< his energies to carrying on the Simons
Hotel, to the real-estate business and to his duties

as Postmaster. His entire life has been passed in
Lake County, where he was born December 22,
1841, being the youngest of eight children, born
unto Ira and Dorothy (Lord) Simons. His father
was born in the city of Hartford, Conn., in 1805,
and in 1825. was married. At length he determined

to make the West the scene of his future operations
and in 1839 came on a prospecting tour to Illinois.
Being pleased with Lake County and its future
prospects, he brought his family here in 1840,‘and
located a Government claim of two hundred acres.
His ﬁrst home was a log cabin 14x20 feet, and the

usual experiences of pioneer life fell to the lot of
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the family. The closest market was at Waukegan,
and Chicago was then but a village. The land in
that locality was so low and marshy that the first
settlers were thoroughly disgusted with their sur
roundings. As the years passed by the country
became more thickly settled.
Mr. Simons was blessed with prosperity and ac
quired a comfortable competence. In his political
views in early life he was a Whig, and on the or
ganization of the Republican party became one of
its stalwart supporters. He was also a prominent
member of the Masonic fraternity. Like many others
he became afﬂicted with the gold fever, and in 1850
started for the Paciﬁc Slope, traveling over land
with a team of oxen. He was reasonably success
ful in his mining operations and returned home
after four years. Iledicd January 12, 1888, and his
wife survived him only a few days, dying on the
3d of February. She was born in Hartford, Conn.,
in 1806, and her father, George Lord, was a Revo

lutionary soldier, and was badly wounded in one of
the battles. A life-long member of the Baptist
Church, Mrs. Simons won the love and esteem of
all who knew her.
This worthy couple were the parents of six sons
and two daughters: Henry died in 1829, at the age

of three years; Polly died in 1829, when two years
old; Eli died in 1857. With his wife, children and
his brother, David 11., he was sitting in his home
in Minnesota when a terrible electrical storm came
up. He and his wife and one child were sitting on
a tool chest which attracted the lightning, and hus
band and wife were instantly killed. The little
child was also badly stunned, but was brought to
by the counter shock. However, it afterward died.
One child of the family is still living, Everett 11.,
who is engaged in farming in La Salle County, Ill.
Lucy, the next child of Ira Simons, is now the

widow of Asa T. Cribb, and resides in Chicago;
George, a farmer who had also learned the trade

of carpenteiing. died in Iowa in 1857; David H.,
born in 1837, is a retired farmer of Mason City,
Iowa; Albert G., born in 1839, enlisted in Com

pany G, Fifty-ﬁrst Illinois Infantry. was made a
Lieutenant and was killed at the battle of Chicka
mauga, September 19, 1863. Our subject com
pletes the family.
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The early life of our subject passed uneventfully,
but when the war broke out, although only nine
teen years of age, he offered his services to the
Government,enlisting August 19, 1861, as a mem
ber of Company F, Thirty-seventh Illinois Infan
try, under Capt. E. B. Messer. The regiment was

since his army experience, prevented him from con—
tinuing in that line of work. He is now engaged in
the real-estate business, and is the popular proprie
tor of the Simons Hotel, which has found favor

with the traveling public, and is therefore complete
in all of its appointments.

commanded by Col. Julius White, and was ordered

On the 8th of August, 1866, Mr. Simons was

to Camp Webb, Chicago, to organize. Assigned to
the 'l‘rans-ItIississippi Department, whose headquar
ters were at St. Louis, under the direct command
of Gen. John C. Fremont, the regiment took the

united in marriage with Miss Emiline E. Stevens,
who was born in McHenry County, Ill., October 3,
1845. IIer parents were Merrill and Sarah (Les
ter) Stevens. Her father was born in Wayne

name of the Fremont Riﬂes, and the ﬁrst battle in

County, Pa., December 18, 1812, and died Feb

which the troops participated was that of Pea
Ridge, where Mr. Simons was wounded in both
legs. Then came the battle of Prairie Grove, and
he participated in the engagements at Sugar Creek.

ruary 19, 1881. He spent his entire life as an agri

Cowskin Prairie, Indian Nation, three engagements
at Neosha, Mo., Kings River, Cape Girardeau, Van

Buren, Ark., Alchafalaya, La., Newtonia, Mo.,
Huntsville, Ark., Yazoo City, Miss., and Spring‘
ﬁeld, Mo. After aiding for six weeks in the famous

siege of Vicksburg until its surrender, the troops
were ordered to New Orleans and from there to
Point Isabel, Tex., to reconstruct old Ft. Brown,
at Brownsville, 'I‘ex., which it was said was built

and occupied by Gen. Zachary Taylor during the
Mexican War.
Mr. Simons has in his possession a piece of a
palmetto log taken from the old fort which be aided
in rebuilding. While at Ft. Brown, the Thirty
seventh Illinois veteranized, but he returned to his

home. With his command he had traveled a dis
tance of eleven thousand, ﬁve hundred and sixty
miles, three thousand miles on foot. eleven hun
dred and ﬁfty miles by rail, and seven thousand
four hundred and eleven miles by boat. During his
entire term of service, covering three years and two

culturist, and in 1838, emigrated to Illinois, mak

ing the trip overland by wagon. He entered land
from the Governmentin McHenry County, and be
came a pioneer of this section. The mother, who
was born in Wayne County, Pa.., in December,

1815, died March 24, 1889. Both
the English Prairie Cemetery near
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Simons have
children: Ira M., the eldest, who

are interred in
their old home.
been born four
was born Jan

uary 2, 1868, and was educated in the public schools

is now the manager of the Simons Bus Line in An
tioch, Ill.; and Maud E., who was born March 11,
1870, was educated in the public schools, and is a
young lady of considerable musical talent, is now
her father’s assistant in the post-oﬁ‘lce; Dorothy A.,
also her father’s assistant in the post-ofﬁce, who was
born November 11, 1871, has also pronounced abil

ity as a musician: Ernest L., who completes the
family, is yet at home. He was the ﬁrst person in
Antioch Township to own a bicycle, and is quite
an athlete.
Mr. Simons is one of the most stalwart supporters
of the Republican party. He cast his ﬁrst Presi
dential vote for Abraham Lincoln, and has done all

ranks. Near Cassville, Mo., he was taken sick with
typhoid fever, which kept him from duty for two

in his power for the success and upbuilding of his
party. He is not a politician in the sense of ofﬁce
seeking, yet his fellow-townsmen have frequently

months, and when wounded he was also unﬁt for

elected him to public positions, the duties of which

service for a time.
()n the close of the war, Mr. Simons went at once
to Chicago, where he received his discharge, and
then returned home. For a time he engaged in the
trade of carpentering, and also in mercantile pur

he discharged with a promptness and ﬁdelity which
won him the commendation of all. He was Clerk

year; was also Supervisor for two terms in An

suits, but IIIS health, which has never been the same

tioch Township, and has been chosen many times as

months, it was seldom that he was absent from the

of his town for several years,

town Collector,

Treasurer for two years each, and Assessor for one
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a delegate to the county conventions of his party.
He is the present efﬁcient Postmaster of Antioch,

and his course, as heretofore, shows that the conﬁ
dence rcposed in him by selecting him for the ofliee,
is not misplaced. Socially he is a charter member
of Lake Lodge, No. 723, I. O. O. F., and has been

representative to the Grand Lodge at three differ
ent sessions. Both Mr. Simons and his wife have
done their part in aiding the charitable and benevo
lent enterprises, and have aided in the development
of the best interests of the community. He started
out in life with no capital, but by industry, econ
omy and good business management and the assist
ance of his estimable wife he has acquired a hand
some competence. His home has been in Lake
County since its pioneer days, and he bore all the
hardships and privations of frontier life. The suc
cess which has crowned his eﬂ'orts is well deserved
and no one is more worthy of favorable mention in
this volume than Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Simons.
Mr. Simona is the oldest native of Lake County,
who is portraited in this volume.

Fisher House. Subsequent to that time he pur
chased afarm in Shields Township and continued
his agricultural pursuits until his return to Liberty
ville in1881. His death occurred at his home in
that place on the 2d of May, 1884, his wife
surviving until March 16, 1891, when she too
passed away, (lying in the faith of the Methodist
Church of which she was a member. Mr. Penni
man was a life-long Democrat.
By the ﬁrst marriage there were five children, as
follows: Hiram P. is married and resides in Oakland,

Cal.;Lewis 15., having married, died in Liberty
ville leaving three children; Arthur C. is married
and makes his home in San Jose, Cal.; Jane is the

wife of Ralph Baggs, a resident of Afton, Iowa;
Harriet is the wife of Seymour G. Potwin who died
in California, leaving four children.
By the
second marriage of our subject ﬁve children
were born: Luther G. resides in Libertyville;
James Riley, who is a capitalist of Libertyville, has
gained quite a reputation as an expert hunter and
marksman. He spent ten years, from 1870 until
1880, in Minneapolis, Kan., merchandising and
banking.

w
LI P. PENNIMAN, deceased, was born in

Keene, N. H., June 9, 1800, and when ﬁfteen
years of age began life for himself. From
that time he was dependent upon his own resources
and from an humble position worked his way up
ward.

He was twice married, his first wife was

Margaret Poor, who was born March 3. 1806, and
died January 2, 1834. Going to Jefferson County,
N.Y., be there resided for a number of years. Dur
ing that time he formed the acquaintance of Miss
Amy E. Stoddard, who was born in Jeﬁ'ersou
County, April 7, [813, and they were married May
2, 1836. Having followed farming in the Empire
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He and his brother, Luther G., the only

voters of the family in this county, are Democrats.
The next in order of birth is Amelia G., wife of
C. P. Fisher of Libertyville; Adelia M. is the
wife of Fred. Wilson and resides in Chicago;
Mrs. IdaJ. Hardy makes her home in Libertyville.
For forty-eight years the Penniman family has
lived in Lake County and in the development of
its natural resources, as well as in its educational
and other enterprises for advancement, they have
borne their part.

aakﬂﬁhsaw

, ATRICK DOYLE follows farming on sec

State until 1843, Mr. Penniman then started \Vest

tion 5, Deerﬁeld Township, where he owns

ward with his family, following the course of human
emigration which was steadily ﬂowing in that

one hundred and eighteen acres of valuable

direction, until he reached Lake County, Ill.

He

here located and took up land from the Govern
ment, entering one hundred and twenty acres in
Fremont

Torvnship.

In

1851, he

removed to

Libertyville, where he carried on a hotel, now the

land under a high state of cultivation and

improved with good buildings. His post-ofﬁce is
Lancastervillc. He is numbered among the pio
neers of the county of 1842, a time when Northern
Illinois had made little progress toward attaining
its present adVanced position, or gave little prom
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ise of the wonderful growth and progress which
were so soon to transform it.
Mr. Doyle claims the Emerald Isle as the land of
his nativity. He was born in County Carlow, in
March, 1822, and is a son of James and Mary
Doyle. When twenty years of age he crossed the
broad Atlantic to America, landing at Montreal,
Canada, whence he made his way to Kingston and
crossed over the line into Lewiston, N. Y. From
that place he started upon his ﬁrst ride on the cars,
going to Buffalo. He was riding on top of the
baggage on an open baggage car when he passed
the Falls of Niagara. The sight nearly took away
his breath as from his exposed position there seemed
almost nothing between him and the depth of that
great natural wonder. From Buffalo he came up
the Lakes by boat and landed at Southport, now
Kenosha. Wis. He has an elder brother, John,
who‘ had settled in the town of Deeriield two years

previous and he made his way at once to his
brother's claim in the wilderness. He bought forty

acres on Section'tl, in that town in payment of
which he expended his last dollar. He then worked
out, going to Dubuque, Iowa, where he was em
ployed for a while in the mines, after which he se
cured work at bridge building on the stage road
from Dubuque to Iowa City. Later he engaged at
mining again and was employed in that way for
six years. Having accumulated some money he re
turned to Deerﬁeld, improved his land and bought
an additional tract of eighty acres, making in all
one hundred and twenty acres of which he is now
owner.
()n the 15th of July, 1867, Mr. Doyle was united
in marriage in “'aukegan. with Miss Elizabeth
Orendorﬂ‘, a daughter of Peter and Sarah (Peter)
I ()rendort’f. The lady was born in Virginia, March
20,1833, and after the death of her father came to
Lake County, Ill., with her mother in 1866. Mr.

and Mrs. Doyle have two sons and one daughter:
Mary Ellen, John William and George 'I‘homas.all
of whom were born in Deertield and are still resid
ing with their parents.
Mr. Doyle has made his home on his original
purchase since his return from Iowa, and now has
a well-improved farm of neat and thrifty appear
ane 1. _ lie is a Democrat in politics and a Catholic

in religious faith. His wife and children belong to
the same church. He is numbered among the very
oldest settlers of Deerﬁeld now living. His brother
John, who came before his arrival anddied in De
camber, 1862.

~

WW“
‘(OIIN WHEELER, deceased, is numbered

i among the early settlers of Lake County,
ﬁ_ , 1849, being the year of his location in the
town of Cuba.

From that time forward he

was prominently identiﬁed with its interests and
was esteemed a valued citizen on account of the
interest and active part he took in the upbuilding
of the community. Mr. Wheeler was a native of
(‘hatham, Columbia County, N. Y., born on the
23d of December, 1811, and in the usual manner of

farmer lads his boyhood days were passed.
After having attained to mature years our sub
ject was married, in 1839, to Miss Catherine M.

Ilermance, a daughter of John Hermance.
was born in the town of Red

She

Hook, Dutchess

County, N. Y., September 17, 1812, and by their
marriage they became the parents of six children,
two sons and four daughters, the eldest of whom,
I-lermanee, married Miss Amanda S. Callender, and

is a resident farmer of West Deerﬁeld Township,
living on section 8, of whom see sketch elsewhere;
Eliza Ann died at the age of twenty-two years:
Hiram I’. is a farmer of Deerﬁeld Township and
is represented elsewhere in this volume; Helen
Esther is the wife of John Williams, of Waukegan,

whose life record may be found on another page
of this work; Harriet married Henry Obee and re
sides in California; Calista is the wife of George
Skidmore who is engaged in agricultural pursuits
on section 8, West Deerﬁeld Township.
In 1846 Mr. Wheeler severed his business con
nections with his native State and after bidding
good-by to his old home he removed with his fam
ily from New York to the town of Barrington,
Cook County, Ill., where he resided for three years.
At the expiration of that time, in 1849, he came to

the town of Cuba, Lake County, and there pur
chased a farm upon which he resided for eighteen
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years or until 1867,when he sold out and removed

to Waukegau with the intention of retiring from
farm life.

Nine months later, however, he resumed

farming in the town of Deerﬁeld, having found
that to a man of his energetic disposition enforced
idleness was a greater task than work. He bought
a farm on section 8, of that town where he and his
wife spent the remainder of their lives.
Mr.
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charged. For a number of years he served as ex
press messenger. His death occurred in 1880.
The boyhood days of our subject were spent
under the parental roof where he learned habits of

industry and economy which have proved the
foundation of his success in life. His education
was obtained in the common schools and when he
had reached the age of sixteen years, his father
Wheeler died on the 23d of February, 1881, at the
told him he must now begin life for himself. On
age of seventy years and his wife survived him . leaving home he began work as a farm hand, which
until October 28, 1887, dying at the ripe old age
occupation he followed for six years. and in 1856
he came West. He continued to engage in the
of seventy-ﬁve years. They were worthy people
and highly respected by all who knew them. They
same line of work until October. 1862, when he
was joined in wedlock with Miss Emma Blackler,
deserve mention among the honored early settlers
of the county for whenever possible they aided its
daughter of John and Harriet (Tavener) Blackler.
Her parents were both natives of Devonshire, Eng
upbuilding.
land, the father was born in 1806, the mother in
.— .WW

7,“ ORATIO NELSON MAXllAM carries on
'
‘- farming on section 31, Libertyville Town~
ship. ln compiling this volume, where
4 in are recorded the lives of the promi
nth citizens of Lake County. we feel that the
work would be incomplete without the sketch of

this gentlemen, who is regarded as one of the rep
resentative men of the community. Ile was born
in Bridgewater, Windsor County, Vt., August
10, 1839. and is a son of Ransom Maxham,a native
of Massachusetts, born in 1807.

His father resided

in the Bay State until he was thirty years of age
and was engaged as furnace man, in a rolling mill.

1810. They crossed the Atlantic to America in
1854, and took up their residence on a farm which
borders Diamond Lake. Mrs. Maxham, was born

in Devoushire, England, in the month of June,
1842.

She had four brothers and ﬁve sisters,allof

whom lived till the youngest was thirty-two years
of age. The oldest and youngest sisters are now
deceased, while ﬁve of the surviving members of
the family are residents of Illinois and three have
sought homes in Iowa. The father of this family
was called to his ﬁnal rest June 30, 1887, and the

mother passed away on the 4th of October, 1889.
I'nto Mr. and Mrs. Maxham have been born four
children, but two are now deceased—Helen Ruth,

In October, 1835, he was united in marriage with

born August 17, 1863,d1ed at the age of four
years and four months; Loren R., born January

Ruth Stetson Chandler, also a native of Massachu

22, 1870, died at the age of three years and ten

setts, and in the following spring they removed to
Vermont, where Mr. Maxham embarked in farming.

months; Willis Nelson, born January 10, 1876,
and Estella, born March 25, 1879, are still at home

Three children were the fruit of this union, two

with their parents and are enjoying good educa

sons and a daughter—Sarah Minerva, who became

tional advantages.

the wife of Fred Graves, a shoemaker, and after

Mr. Maxham has made farming his life work
and has met with excellent success in that under
taking. In connection with the raising of grains
adapted to this climate, be for some years made. a
specialty of raising ﬁne wool sheep and is now ex
tensively engaged in raising Poland-China hogs.
He has taken many ﬁrst premiums at the various

his death wedded John Turner, a ﬁsherman, living
in Massachusetts; H. N. is the next in order of

birth; and Jabez Ransom completes the family.
The last named was reared to manhood upon the
farm and enlisted in the Eleventh Vermont Regi
ment, in which he served for about a year and a
half, a hen he was wounded during the Peninsular
campaign and on account of his wound was dis

fairs in Illinois and Wisconsin, where he also ﬁnds

a ready sale for his ﬁne stock.

The Maxham farm
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is one of the best in the township and the family

At the expiration of that time he left them to ac

are pleasantly

cept a position as cutter with the popular and

situated in a comfortable

home,

where they enjoy the respect and esteem of a large
circle of friends. They have lived quiet and un
assuming yet useful and upright lives. Mr. Max
ham has taken no active part in political affairs,
but has always voted with the Republican party
and says that he shall continue to do so as long as
the party represents the better class of society.
He cares nothing for the honors or emoluments of
public ofﬁce and has served only in the position of
School Director, neither is he connected with any
secret orders nor with any church. His wife, a
most estimable lady, is a member of the Methodist
Church.

widely-known merchant tailor, A. D. Titsw01th.
That connection continued for twelve years, when

Mr. Downs was admitted to partnership with his
employer under the ﬁrm name of A. I). Titsworth
& Co. This house was doing a business of up
wards of $100,000 a year when the great ﬁre of
October 9, 1871, made a clean sweep of every
thing, by which they sustained a heavy loss. The
following winter, Mr. Downs started in business in
his former line on West Madison Street near Hal
stcd Street under the ﬁrm name of W. S. Downs
dz Co. In 1873 he moved to the Lakeside build
ing, opposite the United States Custom House,
where he remained until 1875. and then removed
to No. 39 Clark Street. His next removal took
him to 78 Dearborn: Street, and in May, 1890, he

7 ILLIAM

SMITH

DOWNS,

the

well

\Aj known merchant tailor, situated at 51) and
\>
55 Dearborn street, Chicago, has been a
resident of Highland Park since September, 187l.

He was born in Honeoye Falls, Monroe County.
N. Y., July 16, 1834, and is a son of William and

Sophia Elizabeth (Smith) Downs. He is of Irish
descent. His father was born in the north of the
Emerald Isle and in childhood went to England,
also emigrated to America in his youth. His ma
ternal grandfather, Jacob Smith, was an extensive
landowner and at one time proprietor of Smith
town, N. Y.

He was proprietor of a woolen fac

tory and conducted a sawmill and ﬂouring-mill.
Mr. Smith was an active and inﬂuential business

man and the town took its name from his family,

occupied his present commodious location at No.
53 and 55 Dearborn Street.
Mr. Down’s lung experience in his line of busi
ness, good judgment in buying and acknowledged
taste and skill have entitled his house to a foremost
place among the many excellent merchant tailor
ing establishments of the great city of Chicago.
His business has steadily increased in volume from
the start until it has attained a magnitude and ini

portanee that attracts favorable attention and isa
gratifying reward for long years of enterprising
and patient effort.
It was in Bridgeton, N. J., January 22, 1862,
that Mr. Downs and Miss Margaret T. Reeves

were joined in wedlock. The lady isa native of that
city and a daughter of Abram and Eliza Reeves.
Two children, sons, have been born of their union.

who were the original owners of the site. The
Smiths were of German origin and were early
settlers of that region.
We .now take up the personal history of W.
Downs, in whom the people of Lake-County are

in June 1866, married Miss Grace Fay. and re
sides in Highland Park. Clarence Mortimer, the
younger, was born in Chicago in November, 1870,

especially interested.

He was educated in the

and is with his father in business in Chicago, his

public schools of his native town and served a reg
ular apprenticeship to the tailor’s trade in the

home being still under the parental roof.
Mr. Downs is a Thirty-second degree Mason, a

William Mortimer, the elder, was born in Chicago

He ﬁlled the

member of A. O. Fay Lodge, No. 676, Highland

position of foreman for several years for his uncle,

Park; Evanston Chapter, N0. 144, It. A. M.; Ap
ollo Commandery, No. 1, K. T. of Chicago; and

shops of his uncle, Edward Downs.

and 1853, went to Chicago.

There he engaged

with the merchant tailoring house of Eames 4;,
Thomas, with whom he was employed two years.

of Oriental Consistory, also of Chicago.

In po

litical sentiment he is a Republican in

national
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affairs but independent in local politics, and his

he was a Whig.

sons are of the same school.

ing survived his wife fourteen years, as she de

Mr. Downs pur

His death occurred in 1858, hav

parted this life in 1844. He was three times mar
ried. Miss Warner being his second wife. By his
ﬁrst marriage were born ﬁve children and by the

chased his homestead in Highland Park, in the
fall of 1871, and moved his family to that place
only a few weeks prior to the great ﬁre which
swept over Chicago in October. He has now been
identiﬁed with merchant tailoring in Chicago for
thirty-eight years, being one of the oldest and most
popular merchants in his line in the city.

second eight, but only two of the thirteen are liv

ELAM B. PHILLIPS, deceased, was born No
vember 7, 1817. in Bennington County, Vt.,

30th of November, 1881, he was called to his ﬁnal

i

,,_‘;j‘ and died at his home in Lake County, 111.,
November 30, 1881, at the age of sixty-four years.
The days of his boyhood and youth were spent on
a farm in his nativa State and his education was
acquired in the district schools. In 1838 he came

ing in Lake County, namely: Mrs. Phillips and
Miss Chloe M. Champney.
The same year of his marriage Mr. Phillips re
turned with his wife to Lake County and here made
his home until his death, devoting his energies to
agricultural pursuits. Both he and his wife worked
hard, laboring untiringly to make themselves a
comfortable home which she still enjoys. On the
rest and in his death the county lost another of
its pioneers and one of its best citizens. He was a
member of the Methodist-Episcopal Church, as is
also Mrs. Phillips.
Their only child, a son, Squire H., was a bright

with his uncle, Moses Phillips, to this county and .

boy. just- budding into manhood, when he sickened

worked for Elder Stebbins for 810 per month.
Saving his earnings he at length accumulated
enough to purchase land in \Varren Township,
where he lived for some three years and then pur
chased the farm upon which his widow now re
sides. a tract of one hundred and twenty acres,
which is well cultivated and improved, lying on
section 6, Waukegan Township.
In 1844 Mr. Phillips returned to Oswego County,

and died. He was born April 13, 1845, and died
August 29, 1863.

- =—=—-s——<sg{—ae-$-——-e==e—

YL\ OMER. D. FISHER, one of the enterprising
r
farmers and stock-raisers of Wauconda
‘ \K Township, residing on section 15, was born
1) on his father’s farm in this county on the
N. Y., and in the town of Richland was united in
26th
of March, 1857. He is a son of Joseph and
marriage with Miss Bedy A. Champney, who is a
‘
Sarah
(Parker)'Fisher. On the paternal side he is
native of Richland, Oswego County, N. Y., born
of
English
descent. His father was born in York
September 21, 1821, and a daughter of Captain
shire,
England,
in 1820, and there resided until
Hira and Eunice (Warner) Champney. The Cap
about
twenty
years
of age, when he crossed the
tain was born in Salem, Mass“ March 30, 1786,
Atlantic
to
America
and
at once came on to Lake
and his wife, a native of Oneida County, N. Y.,
County,
111.
He
is
therefore
numbered among the
was about nine years younger. They were mar
earliest
settlers.
Locating
in
Wauconda
Township,
ried September 29. 1817, in Oneida County, and
he
cleared,
developed
and
improved
a
farm, and
spent the remainder of their lives in Richland. Os
engaged
in
agricultural
pursuits
throughout
his
wego County, Mr. Champney following the occu
entire
life.
In
his
political
views
he
was
a
Repub
pation of farming. He was a Captain in the State
lican and took an active interest in the growth and
Militia and during the War of 1812 was stationed
success
of his party. One of the useful and valued
at Sackett’s Harbor, and after the closo of that
citizens
of the community he did much for its up
struggle received a commission promoting him to
building
and the advancement of its best interests.
the rank above stated. Both he and his wife were
He
was
called
home at the age of ﬁfty-seven years.
members of the Methodist Church and in politics
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and his remains were laid to rest in the cemetery
0f V010, where a beautiful monument now stands
at his head. His wife, who was born in the Empire
State, about 1835, still survives her husband and

makes her home in V010. She is a consistent mem
ber of the Methodist Church, and a lady whose
many cxcellencies of character have won her the
love and esteem of all. In their family were three
sons and three daughters: Alcena, wife of Justin
Baldwin a resident of V010; Ira who married Miss

Ida Brown, anative of this county, and is engaged
in farming in Iowa; Lucy who became the wife of
Oscar Baldwin, a native of Wisconsin, and died at
the age of twenty-nine; Homer 1)., who is the
fourth in order of birth; Horace who married Miss

Ida Fisher. resided in Fremont Township, was killed
by accident at the age of thirty-one years, and
Abbie is the wife of August lIintz of V010.
In the usual manner of farmer lads, the subject
of this sketch spent the days of his boyhood and

of the community who takes an active interest in
all that pertains to the welfare and upbuilding of
town and county. As a school Director, he has
been especially identiﬁed with the educational in
terests and has done all in his power to provide
competent teachers, and advance in excellence the
standard of the schools. In politics he is a Repub
lican, having been a warm advocate of the party
principles since the time when be cast his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for Gen. James A. Garﬁeld.
Socially, he is a member of the patrons of Indus

try, belonging to Rosewille Lodge of Wauconda
Township, the membership of which is over one
hundred. His wife is a most estimable lady whose
social qualities and pleasant agreeable manner have
won her many friends. This worthy couple are
well deserving of a representation in this volume,
and it is with pleasure that we present this sketch
to our readers.

youth, aiding his father in the summer months and

attending school during the winter season until
seventeen years of age, when he started out in life
for himself. He had no capital and in order to
secure money to purchase land he worked as a farm
hand for eight years. By his industry and econ—
omy, he had saved enough in that time to buy a
farm and embarked in agricultural pursuits on his
own account. Farming has been his life work and

'_'OI1N DOYLE, deceased, was one of the
first settlers of the town of Deerﬁeld,where

\
(SJ/1"

he located in the year 1840.

He was born

in County Carlow, Ireland, in 1808, and in

the noble steed, and has a number of beautiful

his native land spent the days of his boyhood and
youth. With the desire to test the advantages of
the ~New World of which so many reports had
reached him, in 1832, when twenty-four years of
age, he embarked for America, landing in Canada.

horses upon the farm.

Thence he went to Joliet, 111., where be secured

in connection with the raising of cereals he en

gages to a considerable extent in stock-raising,
making a specialty of ﬁne horses. He isa lover of
He is regarded as one of

the practical and progressive citizens of the com

munity and by his own thrift and industry he has
acquired all he now possesses.
On the 22d of February, 1882, Mr. Fisher led to
the marriage altar Miss Ida E. Monaghan, who was
born in this county February 27. 1864, and is an
honored representative of one of the pioneer fami
lies of the community. Unto them have been born
four sons: Charles E., born December 3, 1882;
Ray A., March 10, 1884; Ira J., July 27,1887, and

the fourth son, who was born on the 2d of April,
1891, died on the 11th of the same month.
We ﬁnd in Mr. Fisher one of the valued citizens

employment on the Illinois and Michigan Canal,
working at that task until 1840, which year wit
nessed his arrival in Lake County. Going to Deer
ﬁeld be there pre-empted one hundred and sixty
acres of land and began farming, which occupation
he folIOch during the remainder of his life. As
the tract which he obtained was in its primitive
condition he turned the ﬁrst furrows thereon and
planted the ﬁrst crop, continuing the work of cul
tivation until it was a fertile farm. As his ﬁnancial
resources increased he also extended its boundaries
until it comprised three hundred and eighty acres,
which he owned at the time of his death. Many
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improvements he had made which now stand as
monuments to his thrift and enterprise.
Mr. Doyle was married in Joliet in the fall of

chant of Russell, Lake County.
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Mr. Colby, father

Kennedy, who was a native of County Tipperary.
Ireland. Six children, two sons and four daugh
ters were born unto them. Mr. Doyle was one of
the very earliest settlers of Deerﬁeld Township and
in the earlier days bore no inconsiderable part in
its upbuilding and advancement. He died Decem
ber 15, 1862, leaving many friends. He was a
member of the Catholic Church as is his wife who
still survives him and makes her home on the old

of this family, took an active part in politics and
was a stanch Republican from the organization of
the party. He held a number of local ofﬁces. the
duties of which he ever discharged with promptness
and ﬁdelity. He was a liberal contributor to all
good works, was charitable and benevolent and
lived a Christian life, although he was not a mem
ber of any church.
Byron Colby was a lad of only eight summers
when he removed with his parents to Illinois. His
education was acquired in the Libertyville schools,
which he attended between the ages of twelve and

farm.

sixteen years, when he went into a store, serving

1839, the lady of his choice being Miss Margaret

*\,YR()N COLBY, who is engaged in farming
<\ on section 33, Warren Township, claims
: Vermont as the State of his nativity, and
I the date of his birth is the 22d of Febru
ary, 1847. Tradition says that the family was
founded in America by three brothers of English
birth who in early Colonial (lays emigrated to
America.

The grandfather of our subject served

as a salesman from that time until he had attained
his majority. Then embarking in business for him
self in Libertyville he carried on general merchan
dising until twenty-eight years of age, whom he
sold out and purchased his present farm of one
hundred and seventy-six and one-half acres, which

is beautifully located, supplied with good buildings,
many excellent Improvements, a ﬁne residence and
all the conveniences of a model farm. He was en
gaged quite extensively in feeding sheep, cattle
and hogs but makes a specialty of the dairy busi
ness. keeping thirtysix corvs for this purpose. So
excellent is the quality of the butter which he

in the Revolutionary War and E. W. Colby, the
father. was born in Orange County of the Green
manufactures that at any market he can receive the
Mountain State, where he grew to manhood upon a
farm; his educational ad vantages were very limited. ' same price which the famous Elgin Creamery
brings. During the past winter he has shipped but
When he attained to years of maturity he wedded
ter to Washington and other places as remote,
Miss Mary Merrill, a native of Vermont, and for a
which well indicates that the product of his dairy
livelihood he followed farming in connection with
is of the best.
the manufacture of potash. The year 1855 wit
nessed his emigration Westward and the place of
Mr. Colby was married to Miss Nancy Bliss,
of Waukegan, who is a namesake of Mrs. Nancy
his destination was Rock County, Wis., whence he
Marsh, one 01' the oldest settlers of the county.
removed the following fall to Libertyville, Ill.,
where he farmed and for eight years had charge of
Mrs. Colby is a native of Lake County and by her
the Poor Farm. Subsequent to that time he re
marriage has been born ﬁve children—Guyneth,
sided upon a farm near the village until his death
Garnet, Una, Lester and Ashley. This family is
well and favorably known throughout the com
which occurred on the 2d of February, 1882,
and at the age of sixty-six years. His good wife
munity and ranks high in the social world.
still survives him and is living witha daughter
Mr. Colby has taken an active interest in polit
in Libertyville. The children of the family are
cal affairs but has never sought or desired public
Gilbert, of Iowa; Mrs. Mary Parkhuist,wife of one
ofﬁce. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen.
of the leading merchants of Libertyville; Byron, of
Grant and supported the Republican party until
this sketch; Mason, a merchant of Kansas; Mrs.
the campaign when Tilden was the candidate for

Flora Dymond, of Libertyville, and I. 0., a mer- i President, since which he has advocated the prin
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ciples of the Democracy, being an opponent of the
tariff. A friend to the cause of education and to
all social and moral reforms he has proved a valued
citizen of the community. He is a Director of the
M'illburn Insurance Company and is connected with
the Lake County Agricultural Society in the same
capacity. For thirty-six years he has been a resi
dent of the county and his life has been such that
it has won him the conﬁdence and esteem of those
with whom he has come in contact. He is a very
intelligent and well-informed man, keeping himself
well posted concerning all current events by the
perusal of twenty papers a week, of which he is a
subscriber.

neer life which they shared he bore his part. His
education was acquired in the common schools
which he attended during the winter seasOn, while
in the summer months he aided his father in the
development of the farm. He was only eighteen
years of age when he left home and entered his
country's service, enlisting in February, 1865. in
Company H, One Hundred and Fifty-third Illinois
Infantry. He did guard duty at Tullahoma and
Memphis, Tenn., and at the latter place was dis
charged at the close of the war, in September.
Mr. Savage then returned to his home and farm
work, and soon afterwards resumed the manage
ment of the farm. It comprises one hundred and
and twenty acres of land and is a well kept tract,~
highly cultivated and improved with excellent
buildings. He was married in 1872, to Miss Ada
Paddock, daughter of one of the earliest settlers of

EWIS SAVAGE, a farmer residing on see

I Qgtion 21, Antioch Township, has made his
p home in the county during his entire life
with the exception of the ﬁrst ﬁve years, and thus
he has become a well known citizen of the commu
nity, who is also favorably known. He was born in

Clinton County, N. Y., in 18t7, and is descended
from good old Revolutionary stock. IIis grand
father was one of La Fayette’s soldiers who aided
the Colonies in their struggle for independence
and then made a home for himself, a home in the
country for whose freedom he had fought. His son,
Michael Savage, the father of our subject, was also
born in New York, and married Judic La Plan, a
lady of French descent. In 1852, he came West
with his family and took up his residence in Anti
och Township, where he resided for some years.

the county. (See sketch of Lewis Paddock else
where in this work). By their union have been
born three children. In his social relations Mr.
Savage is a member of Burlington Post, No. 201,
G. A. It., and in politics is a Republican, having
supported that party since attaining his majority.
He manifests an interest in all that pertains to the
welfare and upbuilding of the community, and is a
worthy and highly respected citizen, accounted one
of the enterprising farmers of Antioch Township.

Ase—+—
"_IOIIN ROW BULLOCK, M. D., deceased,
was for many years a leading physician in
Lake County. He was a native of New

In 1865, he settled upon a farm on section 21,

@

where he is now living a retired life, resting after
the toil of former years. In 1888, he was called
upon to mourn the loss of his wife who died in the
month of October. There are ﬁve children in the
family—Joseph who resides on Channel Lake, Jer
emiah, Jacob, Lewis of this sketch, and Harriet,
wife of Lewis Paddock, who is living near Grass
Lake.
As before stated our subject came to Illinois when
ﬁve years of age. The family journeyed by way

and was the eldest son of John M. and Margaret
(Row) Bullock. He was of English extraction, his
ancestors coming to this country about the time of
the Revolutionary War and settling in New York
extensive farmer and breeder of ﬁne stock and was
the ﬁrst to introduce Cotswold sheep into this
country. In company with another, be imported
the ﬁrst Durham bull. John M. Bullock. was also
a farmer by occupation and hem-e our subject was

of the Lakes and in the hardships and trials of pio

reared amid the scenes of farm life and like other

State.

York, born in Albany October 28, 1826,

Matthew Bullock, his grandfather, was an
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farmer lads was early trained to hard work. When
fourteen years of age he was sent to Albany N. Y.,
and there received an academic education. He
subsequently studied medicine with Dr. David
Martin,an eminent physician of that city and in
due time entered Jefferson Medical College of
Philadelphia and pursued a two years’ course,
graduating therefrom March 9, 1850.

On receiving his diploma, Dr. Bullock com
mcnced the practice of his profession in Albauy,

where he remained three years and then came West,
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member of the Board of Pension Examining
Surgeons in Waukegan. He was a quiet and un
obtrusive man, and was reared in the Episcopal
Church, under whose auspices the religious ser
vices were conducted. At his funeral were six
teen Sir Knights from Oriental Consistory of
Chicago, forming an escort, and the local Knight
Templar and Masonic bodies turned out in full
force. The procession to Oakwood Cemetery was
an exceptionally long one, thus attesting the esteem
in which the Doctor was held.

locating in Waukegan, in June, 1850. He was now

but twenty-four years of age but full of life and
hope and with a love for his profession. Unlike
many other physicians, he did not consider the fact
of his having a diploma entitled him to the con
fidence of the [ample but strove in every way to
perfect himself in the science of medicine and
surgery. For thirty-ﬁve years he enjoyed a large,
successful and lucrative practice. He doubtless
numbered among his patients more persons than any
other physician in the county. During the war he
was commissioned a Surgeon in one of the Illinois
regiment but on account of continued ill health

t
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;- IllLlAM ll. HOLDRIDGE, one of the

Sarah H. Garwood of Waukegan. in 1867, and
their union was blessed with three sons, John, now
a student in Rush Medical College, William and
Fred. In his profession, the Doctor was regarded
as a man of unquestioned skill and ability and
during a practice of thirty-eight years accumulated
a competence. His death occurred on March 9,
1888, and his remains were interred in the beauti
ful cemetery of Waukegan. His death is not only
mourned by a loving wife and children but by all
who knew him, and no man in Lake County had

W early settlers of the county, dating his
‘Q’J residence from 1844, is now engaged in
general farming on section 5, Waukegan Town
ship. He is a native of the Empire State, born in
Saratoga County, October 22, 1836. His parents,
lra and Sarah (Hoyt) lioldridge, were also natives
of New York. where they made their home until
coming West, with the exception of three years
spent in Pennsylvania. On the 14th of July, 1844,
they arrived in this county, and purchased a farm
in Waukegan Township but after a short time they
removed to the city of Waukegan where Mr. Hol
dridge Sr. carried on a saw mill and furniture fac
tory. He died at that place at the age of eighty
seven years having been born in 1795. The
mother, who was ten years his junior, died in 1852,
leaving two children—our subject and George who
is now a printer in Brooklyn, N. Y. There were
also four other children in the family who died in
childhood. Mr. Holdridge Sr. was again married,
his second union being with Mrs. Partridge. He
served as Assessor and Treasurer of this county in
1846, ﬁlled the ofﬁce of Supervisor during the war,
and in politics in early life was a Democrat. He
afterward became a Free-soiler but on the organi
zation of the Republican party joined its ranks.
Mr. Holdridge and the'mother of our subject were
both Universalists in religious belief.
Although our subject did not receive a collegi
ate education he attended the public schools and

more friends.

acquired a good knowledge of the comma branches

while in the service, he was compelled to resign

after a short time.
Politically, Dr. Bullock was a Democrat but took
no actiVe part in political matters. He cared
nothing for the honors of ofﬁce, but preferred to
serve the people in other directions. Socially, he
was a member of the Masonic order and rose to be
a Thirty-second degree Mason. With each of _the
Masonic bodies of Waukegan he held membership
but received the highest degree in Chicago.
Dr. Bullock was united in marriage with Miss

At the time of his death he Was a
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thereby ﬁtting himself for the practical duties of
life. He gave his services to his father until after
twenty-one years of age. In January, 1859, he
started for California where he remained for seven
years engaged in mining gold. He was quite

l

to America, and built the ﬁrst church in Connecti
cut. He was the founder of the family on Ameri
can soil.

[ts representatives served in the Colonial

army during the War of the Revolution. The
father of our subject, Ralph Bulkley, was born in

successful in his operations and returned in June,

New York, February 7, 1804, and on the 25th of

1866 with a snug sum.

June, 1826, married Betsy lIallock, a native of

Since that time he has

made his home in this county.

He engaged in the

dairy business for thirteen years in Waukegan,
selling out in 1885. In the meantime be had pur~
chased one hundred and forty-six acres of land on
which he erected a house and has made it his home
siuee1889. His ﬁelds are well tilled, the fences
and buildings are kept in good repair and the place
has a neat and orderly appearance which indicates
the thrift of the owner.
A marriage ceremony performed in Warren
Township, on the 22d of December, 1870, united

the destinies of William H. Holdridge and Orpha
Stevens, a daughterof Henry and Mary E.(Wilson)
Stevens, who came to this county about 1846. The
lady was born December 22, 1844. Two children
grace their union, sons,Ira W. and Charles E.,both
of whom are at home.
Mr. Holdridge is a Republican and,as every true
American citizen should do, manifests an interest
in pollitieal affairs but has never sought public ofﬁce
He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Abraham
Lincoln. He is a quiet. unassuming man, yet a
worthy and valued citizen.
During the forty
seven years in which be has made his home in Lake
County he has become well and favorably known.

Rhode Island, born October 1, 1808.

He was a

farmer by occupation, and followed that business
in the Empire State until 1850, when he emigrated
“’estward, settling in Libertyville Township, Lake
County, where he purchased an improved farm.

He took an active interest in politics, served as
Supervisor ofthe township, and became a promi
nent citizen of the community.

His death oecurred

April 3, 1884. His excellent wife still survives
him, and although eighty-two years of age, is still
quite active. The eleven children born unto Mr.
and Mrs. Ralph Bulkley are as follows: William
W., Robert Bruce, Albert M., Emerett, Charles A.,
Christopher C., Henry Harrison, Amelia, Cassius
R., Betsy and Horace. William W., who is mar
ried and resides in Libertyville Township; Robert
Bruce, who is married and makes his home in Cali

fornia, whither he went in 1851; Albert M. is mar
ried and also lives in California; Emerett. widow

of W. P. Farnham, of Libertyville; Charles A. is
married and lives in Libertyville Township; C. C.,

of this sketch; Henry Harrison, who is married and
resides in Shawnee County, Kan., where he has made
hislhome since 1867; Amelia, wife of E. W. Dusen
berry, of Libertyville; Cassius R., who is married

and makes his home in Libertyville Township;

emglﬁ

Betsy, wife of William Sterrett, of Thomaston,

Me.; Horace, who is married and resides in Liberty
ville Township.

Ir HRISTOPHER C. BULKLEY, a retired
id farmer, residing in Libertyville, is num-v

I.'p0n his father’s farm C. C. Bulkley was reared
to manhood and early inured to the hardships and
\
labor of life on a western frontier. He was edu
bered among the early settlers of Lake
County, of 1850, and as he is widely and favorably
cated in the schools of his native State and Liberty
ville, and when he had attained to mature years.
known in the community where he has so long
commenced farming for himself in the township
made his home, we feel that this sketch of his life
bearing that name. As a helpmate 0n life’s jour
will prove of interest to many of our readers.
ney he chose Miss Julia W. Boardman, the mar
He was born in Onondaga County, N. Y., on the
2d of November, 1838, and is of English and . riage ceremony being performed in the village,
December 9. 1863. Mrs. Bulkley was born in Sen
German descent.
His great-great-grandfather,

Peter Bulkley, a minister, emigrated from England

eca County, N. Y., and is a daughter of William
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and Betsy Ann (Bockoven) Boardman, who were
also natives of that county, the father born in
July 5th, 1805, and the mother August 8th, 1814.
The date of their arrival in Lake Countytis 1846.
They took up their residence in Libertyville Town
ship, where Mr. Boardman opened up a farm. Ilis
death occurred on the old homestead on August
31, 1864, and his wife passed away in this county,
March 17, 1854. They were parents of four chil
dren—Charlie, who died in Lake County in March,
1864;

Julia W., wife of

our

subject;

Plnebe

Louise, who died on New Year’s Day, 1861, at the

age of seven years; and George W., who is mar
ried and makes his home in Michigan. Unto Mr_
and Mrs. Bulkley have been born two children, the

eldest of whom, Ralph W., was born May 19, 1865,
and on the 27th of November, 1889, married Miss
Fannie Bond, by whom he has one child, Fred;

Arthur E., born December 18, l871,completcd the
course of study in the Libertyville schools, pur
sued a scientiﬁc course for two years at Valpa
raiso,1nd., and is now attending law college in
Chicago.
Mr. and Mrs. Bulklcy began their domestic life
upon the farm, and there resided until November,
1889, since which time they have lived in Liberty
ville. In the spring of 1858, he went to Califor
nia by way of the Isthmus route, spending four
years on the Paciﬁc Slope, during which time he

engaged mostly in the lumber business, but for a
short period devoted his energies to mining. He
is the owner of a good farm of one hundred and
twenty-nine acres in Libertyville Township, upon
which are many excellent improvements that testify
to the thrift and enterprise of the owner. He takes
an active interest in politics and all that pertains to
the welfare of the county. By ballot he supports
the Republican party, and is the present Supervisor
of Libertyville Township, now serving his fourth
term. He has also been a member of the School
Board, and socially is a member of Libertyville
Lodge, No. 492, A. I“. & A. M. By those who
know him, and he has a wide acquaintance, Mr.

Bulkley is held in high regard as a man of sterling
worth, whose course in life has been such as to win

him the respect and conﬁdence of all with whom
he has come in contact. Forty-one years have
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passed away since he came to this county, and in
that time he has done. nothing to forfeit the high
esteem of his fellow-citizens, but each year has
extended his circle of friends.

//'@HANCEY D. PARKER follows general
farming in Wauconda Township. We are
pleased to present his sketch to the readers
of this ALBUM for he is not only one of the lead
ing' citizens of the community but is also an hon
ored veteran of the late war whose army-record is
worthy of perpetuation on the pages of history.
A native of Jefferson County, N. Y., Mr. Parker
was born May 27, 1829, and is the third in a fam
ily of twelve children, ﬁve sons and seven daugh

ters, but all are now deceased with the exception of
our subject and Lorenzo, who married Miss Ella
Granger and is living in McHenry County. Those

who have passed away are Betsy, Sarah Ann, Per
melia, Chester. Amanda, twins who died in infancy,
Lester, Clarissa and Charles. The father of this
family, Erasmus D. Parker, was born in New York

in 1808,and the year 1846 witnessed his emigration
to the West. He entered a claim of one hundred
and sixty acres near Nunda, 111., where he followed
farming. He died in 1879 and his wife departed
this life in 1877. Her maiden name was Eliza
Ormsbee and she was born in Massachusetts in
1807.
In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject
spent the days of his boyhood and youth and on
attaining his majority he began life for himself
with no capital save a pair of willing hands and a.
young man’s bright hopes of the future. In 1847
he emigrated to McHenry County, UL, and has

since resided in this locality. On the 12th of April,
1869, he wedded Miss Mary Smith, a native of

Jefferson County, N. Y., and unto them have been
born two sons: Charles 11., now twenty-one years
of age, was educated in Vole, and is assisting his
father in the labors of the farm, is an exemplary
young man who does honor to his parents’ name;

Edgar Ray, aged eighteen, also acquired his educa
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tion in the schools of V010. The mother of this
family is a kind-hearted and benevolent lady with
many friends throughout the community who es
teem her highly for her sterling worth.
When Ill.,
the war
broke
out of
Mr.August,
Parker 1862,las
enlisted ata
Nunda,
on the
11th
member of Company D, Ninety-ﬁfth Illinois In
fantry. He was ordered to Camp Fuller at Rock
ford, Ill. The company was commanded by Capt.
E. J. Cook and Lawrence Church was Colonel of
the regiment. An order came to report at Jack
son, Tenn., during the fall of 1862, and from there

they went to Grand Junction, where the Army of
the Tennessee was concentrating. - Next they went
to Tallahatchie River, where an engagement was
brought on and later to Oxford, Miss., but Gen.

Van Horn destroyed all of the supplies and the
army was forced to make a retrograde movement,
falling back to Memphis, Tenn. An opportunity
was thus afforded the Federal troops to gain the
rear of Vicksburg. Col. Murphy was left in com
mand of the post at Holly Springs, where were the

army supplies and without a protest when sur
rounded by the rebel forces he surrendered $1,000.
000 worth of supplies. At Memphis the Ninety
ﬁfth Illinois was put aboard transports and carried
down the Mississippi River to Milliken’s Bend. Mr.
Parker was one of those detailed to work on the
famous canal at that place. Subsequently the regi
ment was ordered back to Lake Providence, from
where a canal was cut to the Mississippi River.

Crossing to Ft. Gibson, Miss, a continuous bat
tle occurred until they reached Raymond. En
gagements were brought on at Champion Hills and
Black River Bridge, after which the Ninety-ﬁfth
marched on to Vicksburg. Mr. Parker was on the
ﬁrst line of skirmishers at the memorable siege of
that city. The ﬁrst charge was made May 19,
1863, and on the '22d of May another.

He re

ceived three bullets through his clothing. one
pierced his canteen and his cap was shot off. The
troops crept up in close columns to a hill and Col.
Humphrey who led the brigade and our subject
were the only ones who lived to get over the hill
of that brigade. He and the Colonel were secreted
in a ravine but were observed by a rebel battery
at Ft. Hill and the cannoncers directed one hun

dred and twenty-six shots at them.

They were

separated about two rods and a cannon ball struck
under the Colonel, wheeling him half way around

and throwing his sword about eight feet from him.

Mr. Parker was covered with dirt from the ﬁre of
this battery and both he and the Colonel were re
ported dead. They were already making the Col
onel's coﬂin, and a message had been sent to his
brother that he was killed when he returned on the
scene alive. Mr. Parker was detailed as a sharp
shooter, his duties being on the siege ground. The
orders were given that a general charge should be
made on the works July 4, but the rebels hoisted
the white ﬂag the day previous and a victorious
entrance was made into the city on Independence
Day, 1863. On this day Mr. Parker received a
sun stroke, the heat being terrible.
From Vicksburg the regiment was ordered to
Natchez and the Ninety‘ﬁfth Illinois had the honor
of capturing that city July 12. 1863. Our subject.
was there taken violently ill from the elTects of the
sun stroke and was placed in the general hospital
where he was conﬁned for three weeks when an
order coming from Gen. McPherson,granting a fur
lough for three soldiers from each company in the
regiment, he was allowed to return home.

Return

ing after three months he rejoined his regiment at
Vicksburg and there an order came to at once re
inforce Gen. Sherman and by way of Cairo and
Louisville, they proceeded to Big Shanty, Ga.
Mr. Parker was engaged in the battle of Kenesaw
Mountain and was there detailed to serve as team
ster. He entered Atlanta after the siege but was
again taken sick and sent to the hospital where he
remained four weeks, when he was ordered to re

port in Missouri to his regiment which was then
chasing Price. However he went to Springﬁeld,
11L, instead and thence was sent to Camp Butler

and on to Nashville, Tenn., where he joined his
regiment and participated in the three days' battle.
Then on the Tennessee River they went to Clifton.
following up Gen. Hood. Embarking 0n trans
ports, we next ﬁnd them in Eastport, where they
went into winter quarters. The rations gave out
during that winter and they lived for seven days
upon one pint of raw corn per day. In the spring
they went to Corinth to drive out the rebels who
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had again taken possession of the fort and on re
turning to Eastport were ordered to New Orleans,
the Union forces there concentrating for the pur
pose of capturing Mobile. They camped on the
old Jackson battle ﬁeld of 1815, and then took

boats for Dauphin Island. Afterwards crossing
Mobile Bay they marched to the attack of Spanish
Fort. Mr. Parker was on the ﬁrst line of skir
mishcrs which drove the rebels into the works. He
was struck in the left arm by a ball but not ser
iously wounded. The siege lasted for fourteen
days and the works were captured on the 8th of
April, 1865. On the following day Ft. Blakeley
was charged upon and again the Union arms were
victorious. Mr. Parker was in active service dur
ing both engagements. The regiment was then
sent to Montgomery, Ala., to support Gen. Wilson
of the cavalry service, traveling at a rapid rate for
two hundred miles regardless of the bruised and
bleeding condition of their feet. Just before they
reached the city the glad tidings were received that
Gen. Lee had surrendered. The regiment went
into camp about two miles from Montgomery where
an order was issued for them to proceed as peace
messengers for the returning rebel soldiers. The
regiment remained in Alabama for two or three
months and then returned to Springﬁeld, 111., where
the troops were honorably discharged August 17,
1865. They had traveled nine thousand nine hun
dred and sixty miles during their service. Mr.
Parker was one of the most faithful and loyal soil
diers and won the esteem of the comrades and ofﬁ
cers alike. While at camp at Montgomery he was
serving at picket duty when Gen. P. T. Beaure
gard, the famous rebel commander rode up with
the intention of passing through the lines. Mr,
Parker however called for the countersign but
none was given and he had his gun cocked ready
to ﬁre when looking back be perceived the ofﬁcers
of the Federal army. Thus Beauregard’s life was
saved. As a memento, Mr. Parker has a piece of
wood taken from a little tree under which Gena.
Grant and Pemberton formed the articles of sur
render at the famous siege of Vicksburg. The tree
was then called pin oak but has‘since been known
as Pemberton’s oak.
After his discharge Mr. Parker returned to his
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home crowned with all the honors of a loyal soldier
and has since engaged in farming. He cast his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for Fremont and has since been a
stanch advocate of Republican principles. He has
served as School Director for six years, is a warm
friend of education and gives his support to all
worthy enterprises. He is an honored member of
Voio Lodge of the Patrons of Industry in which
he holds the oﬂice of Vice~President and also holds
membership in Wauconda Post, No. 368. G. A. R.
Honorable and upright in all his dealings, his word
is as good as his bond and though he never takes
a very prominent part in public affairs, no better
citizen can be found in the community than Chan
cey D. Parker.
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agricultural pursuits on section 7, Wau
kegan Township, was born in Liverpool,

England, October 2, 1822, and is a son of
Robert and Hannah (Ball) Dunning. both of whom
were also natives of England. His father was
born in Devonshirc and his mother in Liverpool.
About 1834, when our subject was two years of
age, they removed to Dublin, Ireland, where Mr.
Dunning, Sr., kept a tavern.

There he spent the

remainder of his life, dying in 1833 of cholera.
His wife died in Australia. In their family were
three children. In 1851, with their mother, they
went to Australia, where Thomas and Susan, a
brother and sister of our subject, are still living.
Robert, the eldest of the family, grew to man
hood in Dublin, and since ten years of age has
made his own way in the world. The father left
the family in comfortable circumstances, but a

relative cheated them out of the property. \Vhen
about sixteen years old the subject of this sketch
went to learn painting, paper hanging and grain
ing, at which he worked for a number" of years.
By watching a man who was engaged in building
boats, he learned the trade and constructed a
number of pleasure boats. Having saved his
money he paid £80 to take the family to Austra
lia.

In 1852 he sailed around Cape Ilorn, reach
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_ing his destination after a voyage of four and a
half months. He was gone about four years, dur
ing which time he kept a tavern in a tent for some
thirteen months, and then erected a building for
that purpose. In 1857 he returned to Ireland
with his family, and the same year emigrated to
the United States in company with his mother,
a brother and sister, intending to purchase a ves
sel to put in the coal trade between England and
Ireland. But on reaching Chicago he was so well
pleased with the country that he returned without
buying a boat and brought his family to the United
States. Settling in Warren Township. Lake County,
Ill., he there resided until 1882, when he removed
to his present home on section 7, Wankegan Town
ship, where he now owns a good farm of one hun
dred and ninety-seven acres, well stocked and
furnished with good buildings.
In Melbourne, Australia, November 11,1856.

Mr. Dunning was joined in wedlock with Miss
llannorah White, who was born in County Tip
perary, Ireland, August 15, 1829. She is a daugh
ter of John and Bridget (Whalen) White, both
natives of County Tipperary. where they spent
their entire lives. In 1854 Mrs. Dunning and her
half sister went to Australia, where her sister still

lives.

She has one brother, Thomas White, a

resident of Cleveland, Ohio.

By their marriage

Mr. and Mrs. Dunning had ten children, four of
whom died in childhood. The six surviving mem
bers of the family are: Hannah, wife of James
Gallagher, a resident of Libertyville Township;
Joseph, at home; John, who is living in Cleve
land, Ohio: Agnes, Ambrose and Martin. The
three last mentioned reside at home. All of the
family are Catholics.
Mr. Dunning is a Democrat in national poli
tics, but at local elections supports the man whom
he thinks will best ﬁll the ofﬁce. He started in
life with nothing and has made what he has by
his own efforts.

In early life he would work at

his trade through the day and at nights would
shift scenery at the Royal Theatre in Dublin. He
also kept pleasure boats. Thus for eleven years
he worked and saved until he got money enough
to take him to Australia, and in that country he
made his fortune. He is now in good circum

stances, having plenty laid by for a rainy day.
He and his wife have perhaps traveled more than
any other couple in this county, and have lived
upon the three continents.

.QQAQME‘

\HOMAS O’MAIIONY, one of the worthy

i '

old settlers of Lake County, residing in the
town of Waukegan, is a native of the Emer

ald Isle.

He was born in County Limerick, June

12, 1812, and is a son of Thomas and Catherine

(Fitzgerald) O’Mahony. The father, who was a
farmer, had a life lease on some eight hundred
acres of land and was a man in good circumstances.
The O’Mahonys had taken an active part in the
Revolution of 1798, had met, organized and drilled

in military tactics in secret. The only man favor
able to the Government, who had seen them, [or
tunately died before they were brought to trial,

and thus they escaped execution. As soon as the
lather of our subject died the lease on the land ex
pired and the landlord would not re-leasc it to the
family for political reasons. Thus all the im
provements they had put on that large estate were
lost. Therefore they turned their faces toward
the New World. In 1837 the mother and seven.
children, six sons and a daughter, crossed the

broad Atlantic and settled in Hamilton County,
Ind., where the death of Mrs. O’Mahony occurred.
Of the children, Thomas, of this sketch, was the
eldest; Daniel died in New Orleans unmarried;
John, unmarried, makes his home with his elder

brother; Timothy resides in Shields Township;
David is married and lives in California; Philip
died in New Orleans unmarried; and Mrs. Mary
Shepherd departed this life in California, leaving
no family. Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and
youth on his father’s farm and also acquired a
good education. After he had attained to mature
years he was married, on the 26th of October,
1836, to Miss Ellen Shiel, who was born in County
Tipperary, Ireland, in 1817. In the following
year the young couple accompanied his mother to
America and began life in this country upon a
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farm in Hamilton County, Ind., where they re
sided until 1847, when they came to this county
and settled where he now lives. He owns two
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losing his father while a young man, his mother
spent her last days with him, dying at the ad
vanced age of eighty-three years.

hundred acres of valuable land, which he has

In the county of his nativity,in 1841, Mr. Flinn

highly improved, making it one of the best farms
in the community.
\Vhere once was a wild,
,unbroken tract are now rich and fertile ﬁelds
which pay to him a golden tribute for the care

was joined in wedlock to Lucy Montgomery, who
died in 1878, childless. Having taught school,
farmed and mined until 1845, he came West, loca
ting in the then village of Chicago, where he re
mained until the following year, when he came to
Waukegan. Venturing ﬁrst as a salesman in a

and labor bestowed upon it.
The union of Mr. and Mrs. O’Mahony was
was blessed with a family of seven children-—
Catherine, who died in childhood; Margaret, who

is :1 Sister of Mercy in aconvent in Chicago; Jane,
wife of John Atkinson, of Waukegan; Mary, at

home; Katie is engaged in teaching in this county;
Ellen, who died at the age of twenty-five years;
Anna,a

Sister in the above-mentioned convent;

and Thomas, at home. The mother of this fam
ily died December 4, 1888, at the age of seventy
two years and six months, and was deeply mourned
by many friends. All of the family are commu
nicants of the Catholic Church. In his political
afﬁliations Mr. O’Mahony is a Democrat. His long
life has been well and wortbily spent in the quiet
pursuit of farming, and in the discharge of his
duties and careful attention to business be has
made for himself a comfortable competence which
now enables him to live a retired life and enjoy a
well-earned rest after his arduous toils of former
years. His residence in the county covers a pe
riod 0f forty-four years and he is, therefore, num
bered among its early honored pioneers.

MM

store, he afterward dealt in wool and handled real

estate at the same time becoming in the commu
nity a prominent and inﬂuential citizen, whose name
was inseparably connected with the history of Wau
kegan.
Always having taken a. great interest in politics,

Mr. Flinn was a Whig, with strong anti-slavery
principles, becoming in due time a stanch Repub
lican. Well posted on political questions, and well
acquainted with all the political characters of State
and nation, his remarkable memory and keen sight
made his judgment unerring. Taking an active
part in local politics, he assisted in organizing the
town of Waukegan, and one of the last acts of his
life was to assist in placing it under the State Char
ter. The ﬁrst Assessor, this position he held for
twenty-ﬁve consecutive years, in connection ﬁlling
also the office of City Treasurer. His freedom from
vanity or desire for public honors, together with
his generosity and kindly sympathy won the hearts

of all the poor and needy. He had at his call a
a ﬁne ﬂow of language, and being of ready wit and
commanding person, his ability as a speaker at any
public gathering made him much sought for.
In 1882 he was again married. to Mrs. Elizabeth
Loveridge, who was born in Manchester, England,

AUL HARMON FLINN, deceased, was
born in Genesee County, N. Y., October 4,

1815, and died at his home in Waukegan.
February 27, 1890, greatly lamented by all
who knew him.

One of eleven children, his par

ents, Isaac and Lucy (Owen) Flinn, were both na
tives of Saratoga County, N. Y. Reared to man
hood in the usual manner of farmer lads, his early
education, acquired in the district school, was sup
plemented by study in an academy. When a lad
he went forth to begin life’s battle for himself, and

a daughter of Samuel and Mary (James) Mather,
natives of Manchester and London, respectively,
who came to the United States in 1845, and spent
the remainder of their lives in Waukegan. To
Mrs. Flinn’s two daughters by her ﬁrst marriage,
Mr. Flinn was a loving and beloved father, always
kind and indulgent, his interest in them could not

have been excelled by a natural parent, and they
will ever cherish a sweet remembrance of his fa
therly devotion, and be grateful for his noble in

ﬂuence.
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In his home life Mr. Flinn chieﬂy shone. Here
home. As before stated it comprises three hun
his charity, his integrity and his exalted character , dred and ﬁfty-ﬁve acres and is furnished with all
were best known. Here his courtesy and genial
necessary improvements and supplied with good
simplicity made his home what it should be, while
buildings.
his loss has left a wound which will be long in
On Christmas Day of the same year, in Wanke
healing in the hearts of all who loved and clung to
gan, Mr. French led to the marriage altar Mrs.
Jane Palmateer, widow of Frank Palmateer, and a
him.
daughter of Wm. McClure. Mrs. French was born .
MW
in County Down, Ireland, and came to America
June 12, 1841.

mill-STEAM C. FRENCH, a self-made man
and leading farmer, is the owner of three

k1,) hundred and ﬁfty-ﬁve acres of valuable
land on section 2, Warren Township. Such has
been his success in life that although he has had to
depend upon his own resources from a very early
age, he is now ranked among the substantial citi
zens of the county.

Mr. French 13 a native of Stuekly, Province of
Quebec.

The date of his birth is March 11, 1831,

and he is a son of T. C. French. His father was a
native of Vermont and, after attaining mature
years, wedded Rhoda Clark.

They have three children, Jennie,

Cora and Edwin. By her former marriage Mrs.
French had two children; Julia, now Mrs. John
Demuth, of Newport Township; William married
Sarah Cashmore and lives in Waukegan. This
worthy couple are well known throughout the com
munity where they have a large circle of acquaint

anecs and many warm friends. Mr. French cast
his ﬁrst vote in 1856 for Fremont and has since
supported the Republican party.

He keeps him

self well informed concerning political affairs, yet
has never been an ofﬁce seeker. lie is a member
of the Anti-Horse Thief Association of the county.

He died in Canada,

when our subject was about six years old, leaving
six children; Mary, now deceased; Daniel B., a

-— W“

resident of Kansas; Mrs. Clarinda Baker, who is

living in Iowa; T. C., of this sketch; and David
and Lewis, both of whom were killed in the army.
After the death of her ﬁrst husband, Mrs. French
became the wife of Edmund Bartlett. (See sketch
of Edmund Bartlett, of Newport T0wnship, on an

other page of this work.) In 1846 the family
came to Lake County and settled in Newport
Township.
Our subject spent his early boyhood days upon
a farm in the midst of the forests of Canada. At
the age of ﬁfteen he left home and began working
in the pineries of Michigan. Since that time he
has depended entirely upon his own efforts for a
maintenance. Attracted by the discOVery 01' gold
in California, in 1852 he crossed the plains with

IMOTHY O’MAHONY, a son of Thomas and
@ Catherine (Fitzgerald) O’Mahony, was born
\J in County Limerick, Ireland, in 1819, and

when a young man of seventeen years came with
his family to America. They settled on a farm in
Hamilton County, Ind., where he subsequently
was joined in wedlock with Miss Catharine Shiel,
a native of County Tipperary, Ireland, and a
cousin of the wife of Thomas O’Mahony. They
began their domestic life in Indiana, where they
resided until 1855, at which time they came to
Lake County. Mr. O‘Mahony purchased land in
Shields Township and now owns a valuable tract of
two hundred and thirty-ﬁve acres, eighty acres of
which are situated on the lake shore. The fam

ox-teams and spent two years in the mines, his res

ily numbers himself, wife and ﬁve children, and

idence on the Paciﬁc Slope, however, covering a
period of fourteen years. During that time he met
with good success in his business Ventures and on
coming to Lake County in 1866, purchased the

they lost four children, who died in infancy.
Thomas F., the eldest of the living, is a Repre
sentative in the General Assembly of Colorado;
Philip and Michael J. are at home; Mary is now
the wife of Michael Gubbins, a resident of Chi

farm in Warren Township which has since been his
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cago; and Bridget is still under the parental roof.
The wife and mother was called to her ﬁnal rest
on the 4th of June, 1888. She was a member of
the Catholic Church as are all the family.
In political sentiment Mr. O’Mahony is a Demo
crat, having supported that party since he be
came a citizen of this country. He has been a
member of the County Board of Supervisors sev
eral years and has also held the ofﬁce of Township
Trustee. He is regarded as one of the successful
farmers of this township who by his own thrift
and industry has become one of the substantial
citizens of the community.

~—~~s-%)ls<~—s-—
EORGE K. STEARNS, a prominent farmer
of Warren Township, residing on section 8,

is a native of Grafton County, N. H., was
born February 13, 1828, and a brother of John
Stearns, also a leading agriculturist of the county
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. He
attended the common schools in his native State
and the log schoolhouses in Lake County. He
came here when a lad of twelve years and aided in
the development ofa new farm. His services were
given to his father until 1850, when the gold fever
of that year induced him to go to California. He
left home in March of that year and returned after
an absence of three years, coming back by the way
of the Isthmus of Panama and New York. He
then took charge of the home farm which he has
managed continuously since. His landed posses
sions aggregate two hundred and seventy-seven
and one-half acres.
Mr. Stearus was married in Kenosha, Wis., on
the 25th of April, 1857, the lady of his choice
being Miss Cynthia L. Vose, who was born in
Stoughton, Mass., and is a daughter of Nathaniel
and Cynthia Vose. Her father was Captain in a
company of the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry. He
came with his family to this county when the
daughter was only a year old. Unto Mr. and Mrs.
Stearns have been born three children, two of

whom are living—Elmer P., who was born May 16,
1860, is now engaged in the life insurance business
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in Seattle, Wash; and Nellie L., who was born De
cember 13, 1869, and educated at Appleton, Wis.,
is a school teacher of recognized ability. The chil
dren were provided with most excellent advantages
for Mr. Stearns believes that to be one of the best
ways for ﬁtting them for life’s duties. In men
tioning Harry. the eldest member of the family, we

quote from the Dartmouth College paper. “Harry
Stearns died of consumption, November 14, 1888,
at Gurnee, Ill. He was born at Warren, Lake

County, August 26, 1858. Until sixteen he atten
ded district schools of .his native place. There
after he enrolled himself in the Waukegan. High
School, graduating at the age of nineteen. He next
taught fora part of two years, attending the rest
of the time at the preparatory school of Lake For
est, from which he was graduated in 1880. That
year he entered Dartmouth, taking the classical
course of study. He was a member of the K. K.
K. Society and editor of the Aegis for that society
during his junior year.

He spent his senior year

at Tufts College, whither he went in expectation
of ﬁnding unusual advantages in certain lines of
physical study. After graduating at Tufts. in
1884, he became principal of an academy at Glas
tonbury, Conn., but resigned this position to travel
for Lippincott. This business he successfully fol
lowed three years. He subsequently, in the winter
of 1887, worked for Leach, Shewell & Sanborn,
book publishers, but was soon down from nervous
prostration and consumption.
Trips to Illinois
and California did not improve him and his mother
brought him back from the latter State to die at
home. Mr. Stearns was a man whom all liked and
loved. He had both ambition and ability. He was
a patriotic class and college man, and had a broad,
genial, kindly sense of humor. It was hard for
him to give up but his letters to Mr. Crawford, his
former teacher, were full of his old-time fun to the

last. His class will always respect his memory and
regret his early death.”
The death of their son is the darkest cloud that
has fallen upon Mr. and Mrs. Stearns. From a
ﬁnancial standpoint Mr. Stearns’ life has been emi
nently successful. Socially, he is a member of the
Masonic fraternity and in politics is a Republican.
He takes the greatest interest in educational affairs
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and in other enterprises for the advancement of
the community and the promotion of the general
welfare. He has been identiﬁed with the county’s
history since 1840, and is an upright, honorable
man, who is held in universal regard.

He has

traveled from the Atlantic to the Paciﬁc coast,
and his varied experience has made him an in
teresting companion.

beth Poulton, who was born and reared in Reading.
where her parents, who were also English. lived
and died.

The father's death occurred at the age

of seventy-six, and the mother passed away at the
age of eighty-six years. In 1850 Mr. Hall emi
grated from England to America with his family,
and located in Erie, Pa.

Two years later they re

moved to Rochester, N. Y., where Mr. Hall was
employed ten years as an agent of an English pub
lishing house. From Rochester they went to

49%“
Toronto, Canada, and three years later went to
Buffalo, N. Y. While there, Mrs. Hall was called

DWIN ROBERT HALL, insurance agent
of Highland Park, and Secretary of the

~/‘ Highland Park Building, Loan and Home
E
stead Association, is a native of England. The
place of his birth was in Weymouth, Dorsetshire,
and the date July 31, 1820. He is a son of Joseph
and Mary Susan (Swain) Hall. His father was
born in Northumberland, and was a draper or dry
goods merchant of Weymouth for many years.
His death there occurred in 1833, at the age of
ﬁfty-ﬁve years. His sign is said still to be in its
old place over the door at the old stand, and his
successors, making use of the prestige of his name,
the present sign reads: "Joseph Musgrave, succes
sor to Joseph Hall, draper to His Majesty (George
Ill.) and the Royal Family." The mother of the
subject of this sketch died in 1845.
Edwin R. Hall was the youngest but one of ten
children. He has two sisters living, Mrs. Emma
Winzar, a widow aged eighty-three, residing in
Salisbury, England; and Mrs. Mary A. Fuller, also
a widow, living in Reading, England. Charles
Hall, an elder brother, was accountant of the
London Daily Telegraph. and died in that city,
in October, 1890. John, the eldest son, came
to America in 1852 and reared a large family. He
had four sons, all of whom served in the late war.

He died in Michigan in 188l,and his widow is now
a resident of Chicago. The third brother, named
George, was a captain of a British merchant
vessel, and died in the West Indies of yellow
fever.
Edwin R. Hall was educated in his native coun
try, and on the 9th of May, 1842, in Reading,
Berkshire, was united in marriage with Miss Eliza

back to England by the dangerous illness of her
mother. The lady lingered for several years, and
Mr. Ilall rejoined his wife in the old country.
They returned to America in 1869, after an absence
of three years, and settled in Philadelphia.

in

1871. just after the great ﬁre, Mr. Hall came to
Chicago, where he carried on business in the ﬁre

proof hollow tile work until 1885, when he engaged
in the insurance business at Highland Park, where
he had taken up his place of residence in February,
1874, while still continuing business in Chicago.
He was instrumental in the organization of the
Highland Park Building Loan and Homestead As
sociation in February, 1888, of which he has been

Secretary since the beginning. The soeiety is
very conservative, and has been very successful in
its operations.

It started with a membership of

thirty-ﬁve, and now numbers one hundred and
ﬁfty.

Mr. and Mrs. Hall were blessed with a family of
nine sons and one daughter, of whom the eldest,

Joseph, died in New York soon after landing in
this country; Mary is the widow of Col. John S. Jen
nings, was Postmistress at Highland Park the most
of Arthur’s and during Cleveland’s administration,

and still resides in that place; Henry Owen married
Mrs. Elizabeth Jewett, and has a large furniture
factory at St. Anthony’s Park, near Minneapolis;
Edwin R.. Jr., enlisted in the late war when seven

teen years old. as a member of the Fifteenth New
York Heavy Artillery, was prisoner at Anderson
ville, Ga, and died there; Ford P. married Mrs.

Martha Walker, and is a successful operator on the
Chicago Board of Trade, his home, however, being
in Highland Park; Edward C. married Miss Jennie
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Howard and is with his brother Henry 0. at St.
Anthony's Park; Louis died the year the family
landed in America; George wedded Miss Hattie
Dennison, of Highland Park, and is a manufac
turer in ()conto, Wis; Newman married Miss Nel
lie Van Dine, and is engaged in the book and
stationery business in St. Paul, but resides in St.
Anthony's Park; Francis, the youngest, died in
Rochester, N. Y., at the age of one and a half
years. Mrs. Hall, who was a consistent member of
the Episcopal Church, died at Highland Park,
August 10, 1884.
Mr. Hall joined the Masons in New York many
years ago, but is now non afﬁliated. He is inde
pendent in politics, and has held various local
offices at Highland Park, having served as Treas
urer two years, Alderman for two years, and City
Collector for three years. He has also been
Notary Public several years. He is a genial, kind
hearted man, possessing good business ability, and
is well informed. He stands high in the esteem of
his fellow-citizens, among whom he has lived so
many years.

~E—e-s—s—E—
_,\ ARRY DUNNILL, proprietor of Dunnill’s

Hotel, near Nippersink Point, Grant 'I‘own
ship, is numbered among the early settlers

Q}

of the county.
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he came to America. He ﬁrst located in Alle
ghcny, Pa., and after a short time, continued his
journey to Chicago, 11]., coming thence to Lake
County, where he has since made his home. His
ﬁrst settlement was at Volo, where he spent about

ﬁve years working for various farmers in that
neighborhood. He settled on Nippersink Point
when it was wild and unimproved and has made his
home here continuously since. He met the usual
experiences of frontier life, not escaping the hard
ships and trials of the pioneer, but his industry and
thrift overcame all difﬁculties and he has become
one of the substantial citizens of the community.
He has a well-improved home and during the sum
mer months keeps a hotel for city boarders which
will accommodate from ﬁfty to sixty people.
In Volo Mr. Dunnill was united in marriage
with Cynthia Sayles, the wedding ceremony being
performed by ’Squire Rogers. Unto them have
been born four children, three sons and one daugh
ter: Harry, William, Bert and Mabel.

They were

educated in the public schools. Mr. Dunnill has
never become a naturalized citizen of America.
He did not take out papers because he was one of
the heirs to a large property and he thought by re
nouncing British citizenship he might interfere
with it. He has lived a quiet, unassuming life, de
voting himself alone to his business interests and
with good success.

He was born in Yorkshire,

-e~>ss<~e~—

England, about ﬁfty-three years ago, and is a son
of Richard and Ann (Gray) Dunnill.

His father

was a laborer and in his native land married Miss
Gray. They determined to make their home in
America and came to this country, but after two
or three years returned to England, as both were in
poor health during their residence in the United
States. Their last days were spent in their native
land, where both died some years ago. In their
family were nine children, three of whom came to
America.
Mr. Dunnill, whose name heads this sketch, was
reared to manhood upon a farm and early put to
work. He never receiVed any educational advan
tages and when quite young began making his own

way in the world.

At the age of eighteen years

{A ENRY PEPPER, who is engaged in gen
eral farming and stock-raising in Ela Town
l

14

ship, was born in Hanover, Germany, Feb

\_
ruary 14,1825, and was the youngest of
eight children born unto Richard and Mary Pep
per, who were also natives of Hanover. His father
was a mechanic and was also connected with insur
ance business. Ile died when Henry was only
about six years of age, after which Mrs. Pepper
was again married, but she did not long survive
her second union. There are but two in the fanf
ily still living: Henry, of this sketch. and Mrs.

Richard Hemschmeyer, who is living in Sheboygan
County, Wis.
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His early boyhood days our subject spent under

privileges and the sons are noted for their peninan

the parental roof and in addition to the common

ship, both having received prizes for the same.

school advantages he attended the city schools,

During the late war, in 1864, Mr. Pepper was
drafted, but rather than enter the service he hired
a substitute, paying him $1,000. In political sen

where he acquired a good education, which has
Well ﬁtted him for the practical business life he has
led. Since the age of ﬁfteen he has earned his
own livelihood and the success he has met with in
life is due to his own efforts. He worked at farm

timent he has always been a Republican and voted

for that party until 1884, when he supported Gro
ver Cleveland. He has never aspired to public of

labor, making his home with his mother a part of

ﬁce, preferring to devote his entire attention to his

the time and also living with an elder brother.
At length he determined to cross the Atlantic to
America and make a home in the country where
better advantages were afforded young men than in
the more thickly populated countries of the old
world. Having saved up sufficient money to pay
the expenses of the journey. at the age of twenty
three he bade good-by to the Fatherland and in
1848 sailed from Bremen to New York in an Eng
lish vessel, which was eight weeks and ﬁve days

business interests, having only served as School Di~
rector for several years.

his honesty and integrity.

<~-m%5—~

upon the water before anchor was dropped in the

harbor of New York. From that city hetraveled
by way of the Hudson River, Erie Canal and Chi
cago to Lake County, lll., and located in Ela Town
ship, where for ﬁve years he worked out by the
month as a farm hand. However, two years after
his arrival here he purchased in Ela Township a
tract of land on section 16, which he still owns, and

later embarked in farming.

He now has three hun

Both he and his wife are

members of the Lutheran Church and are highly
respected citizens of the community. Mr. Pepper
began life empty handed, but by hard work and
good management he has accumulated considerable
property and is resprcted by all who know him for

[L\ENRY MAVRIC DAVIS, who isenguged in
% farming on section 23, Wauconda Township,

- /

is a representative of one of the honored

pioneer families of the county. His father,
Sumner Davis, was born in Massachusetts, in 18l8,

and during his early life was engaged as a teamster
in Boston.

In 1842, he emigrated to the West

dred and eleven and one-half acres, all in Ela Town

with his wife and two children, and, locating in

ship.
In 1852 Mr. Pepper was united in marriage with

Wauconda Township, Lake County, lll., entered
one hundred and sixty acres of Government land
for which he paid $1.25 per acre. Our subject
still holds the old sheep-skin deed in his possession.
The ﬁrst house which Mr. Davis built was what
was called a “ shack ” but soon afterward he er
ected a good substantial log cabin. At that time
many of the tribe of Winnebago Indians were still
frequent visitors in the settlement. They were
oftentimes much troubled with prairie ﬁres and on
one occasion Mr. Davis set ﬁre to a ﬁeld of stubble
which caused him considerable labor. Although
three or four furrows had been plowed around the
ﬁeld, the ﬂames jumped the plowed ground and
spreading burned up a large amount of fence be

Mina Brookman, who was born in Hanover, Ger
many, May 8, 1826, and is one of eight children,

but only two are now living, Mrs. Pepper having a
sister residing in Chicago. Her parents were both
natives of Germany and died in that country.
Three children have been born to our subject and

his worthy wife, two sons and a daughter: Mary,
born May 16, 1853, is the wife of William Blume,
a farmer of Ela Township; William, born April 1,

1855, wedded Mary Bushing, who died January 17,
1889, leaving four children, and he is regarded as
a well-to-do farmer; Henry, born May 1, 1858, is

living on the old homestead with his father. He
married Emma Schwerman and unto them were born
three children, two yet living: Lewis and Bertha.
The children were all provided with good school

lodging to Thomas Glynch and himself.

He had

to spend most of the fall in making rails to replace
his neighbor‘s fence. In politics he was an old-line
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Whig and took an active part in the Tippecanoe
and Tyler campaign, driving the team which con
veyed the log cabin to Boston. He died in Janu
ary, 1886, and his remains are interred in the

cemetery of Wauconda. His wife, whose maiden
name was Olive A. Dudley, is a native of Massa
chusetts. She was born in 1822, and is still living
in \Vauconda Township. This worthy couple were
parents of eight children. Edwin S., the eldest, is
married and is a manufacturer, carrying on a suc
cessful business in Winona, Minn.; May E., became

the wife of Hiram Weir, a native of Pennsylvania,
by trade a boot and shoe maker, and died at the
age of forty-six years; Francis P., who wedded

Miss Martha Harmon, engages in agricultural pur
suits in Fremont Township; Henry is the next in
order of birth; Melvin A., who wedded Miss Mary
Hadden, served as a soldier during the late war in
the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, andlis now engaged in
farming in Flandreau, S. D.; Emma, who died
at the age of thirty years, was the wife of Wil
liam Warren, a_ boot and shoe maker;

William

E., who married Philena IIoughton, is an agricul

turist of Wauconda Township; and Alice, who died
in childhood completes the family.
We now take up the personal history of our sub
ject, who was born on his farm in Wauconda
Township, June 24, 1845. His early education
acquired in the common schools was supplemented
by a partial course in the Wauconda. Academy, but
when President Lincoln issued his call for troops as
the ranks were becoming thinned and more soldiers
were needed, he laid aside his books and donned

the blue, becoming a member of Company A,
Eighth Illinois Cavalry in October, 1863. The
company under command of Capt. Pierce was
ordered to Washington, D. C. and from thence to
Greensboro Point for drill and camp duty, remain
ing there for about three months. The service of
Mr. Davis was a hard and arduous one. His regi
ment was divided into squads and though their
work was of the greatest importance they incurred
many dangers. Frequently an order would come
for twenty or thirty picked men from a company.
It required men of nerve, coolness in danger, bra
very and caution and he was often selected among '
the numberr There was a great risk to be incurred
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and we thus see that his service was one of import

ance. He was present at the battle of Ft. Stephens,
where the rebels had crowded into a house, the
owner of which sympathized with the Union. At
length the batteries were compelled to bring action
and a shell was dropped into the building which
literally tore the house into pieces. His regiment
was engaged in following the noted Gen. Mosby
for about fourteen months through Virginia and
Maryland; during this time for ﬁve days and nights
they were in the saddle. At the time of the assas
sination of President Lincoln, Mr. Davis was de
tailed with a squad to fall into line and surround
the District of Columbia. The order had not
been issued ten minutes before every man was in
the saddle ready for action. The day before Booth
was captured they had been hunting near the
swamp of Port Tobacco and some of the messmates
had Obtained tobacco out of the barn in which the
assassin was captured. He was one of the line of
guards who accompanied the mortal remains of the
President to Georgetown and on through the city
of Washington to the Capitol. Every thorough
fare was crowded with those who were anxious to
pay a last tribute of respect to the honored chief
tian and the spectacle was one of wondrous sadness
yet magniﬁcence. In the spring of 1865 the Eighth
Cavalry engaged in the dedicatory exercises on the
completion of the monumenterectcd on the battle
ﬁeld of Bull Run to the memory of the brave boys
who there fell. Soon the regiment was ordered to
report to Benton Barracks, St. I.cuis,~~and there pre
pare for ﬁghting the Indians upon the plains of the
West, but the soldiers protested and through the
inﬂuence of Gen. Farnsworth they were excused
and honorably discharged July 17, 1865, coming
on to Chicago where they were paid off. Mr. Davis
participated in the following battles: Beverly Ford;
Upperville,Va.; Williamsport; Boonsboro; Chester

Gap; Rapids Station ; Morton’s Ford ; Brandy
Station; Culpeper; Raccoon Ford; Madison Court
House; Stephensburg; Broad Run; Milton Station;
Hazel River; Chantillyville. Our subject still has
in his possession as trophies of his war experience,
his sabre and his trappings, his Spencer carbine

and his heavy Colt’s revolver.
When the war was over Mr. Davis returned to
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his home and immediately resumed work as a
three judges that constituted the court at that day.
farmer. He now owns one hundred and sixteen
He also represented his district in the New York
acres of highly improved land, adorned by a beauti l Legislature in 1836 and 1837, and was prominent
ful and commodious residence and supplied with 5 in State affairs. He was the son of Deacon John
all the buildings and improvements necessary to a
Coe of the Presbyterian Church, who was also
l D.
model farm. He was married on the 1st of Janu
a man of inﬂuence in his day. The mother of our
ary, l868, to Miss Emma E. Brand, who was born

subject was born in Seneca County,N. Y., in 1861,

in this county, May 21, 1846.

and died in Geneva, Ontario County, that State,

Unto them were

born ﬁve children—Anson R., who was born April

at the age of eighty-four.

19, 1872, and aids his father in the cultivation of

tuted the family, three sons and four daughters, of

the home farm; Gracie 15., born December 24, 1874;

whom two sons and three daughters are living at
this writing and all except John C. are residing in
the East. Sarah M. married Henry “'icker and

Gertrude M., November 12, 1876; John W., June
8, 1883; and Budd L., December 10, 1886; he was

the youngest of the family and died June 5, 1887.
The mother departed this life on the 12th of
August of the same year and her remains were in
terred in the Wauconda Cemetery.
Mr. Davis is a stalwart Republican who supports
with vigor the principles of that party and cast
his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen. U. S. Grant.
He has held the ofﬁce of Road Commissioner ac
ceptably .ﬁlling the position. He is a charter
member of Wauconda'Post, No. 368, G. A. R.. of

which he was the ﬁrst Adjutant, and is now Senior
Vice-Commander. He also holds membership with
the Wauconda Patrons of Industry. His daugh
ters should be commended in the highest terms for
the faithful manner in which they have tried to
ﬁll their mother’s place in the household, the entire
domestic duties devolving upon them. Mr. Davis
is an enterprising and progressive farmer and bass.
war record of which he may well be proud.

was

OIIN CLERMONT COE, the present Su
n pervisor of the town of East Deerﬁeld, and
‘ a prominent dairyman of that town, was
C!)

born in Romulus, Seneca County, N. Y.,

February 22, 1826, and is a son of Judge John I).

Seven children consti

lives in Olean, N. Y.; Adeline L. is the wife of

Peter Lynch, a resident of Seneca, N. Y.; John C.
is the next in order of birth; Amanda K. is the
wife of A. V. Brookaw of Salem, Mass; Schuyler

P. is single and resides in Geneva, Ontario County,
N. Y., and Elmer died at the age of four years.
The subject of this sketch was reared to man
hood ou a farm and supplemented his primary rd
ucation by a course in Ovid Academy of New
York. In Seneca, he was joined in wedlock on
the 18th of September, 1850, with Miss Catherine

M. Van Duyn, who was born at Varick, Seneca
County, N. Y., February 8, 1830, and is a daugh
ter of William and Phebe Van Duyn of that
State. Their union has been blessed with one
child, a son, Schuyler M., who was born in Seneca
County, N. Y., in the town of Romulus, June 22,
1851. He married Miss Emma, daughter of Sam
uel James of Providence, R. I., and resides in
Highland Park, but is engaged in merchandising,
as a member of the ﬁrm of L. G. Yoe 6: C0. of
Chicago.
In 1857, Mr. Coe removed from New York to
Springﬁeld, Ill., where he carried on the leather

business as a member of the ﬁrm of Coe & Van
Duyn for four years. He then went to St. Louis,
where he was alone in business for a time, after
which he returned to New York. A year was
spent at his old home and he then again came w

and Sophia (Stone) Coe. His father was born in
the town of Ramapo, Rookland County, N. Y., July
12, 1791, and died in Seneca County, at the age of
eighty-eight years, on the old farm, upon which
he had located in 1812 as a pioneer of that region.

Illinois and was engaged in the leather business in
Chicago until 1863, when he went to Glencoe,
Cook County, 111. Four years later he returned to
Chicago and engaged in the livery business which

He was a Democrat in politics and was one of the

he followed until 1871 when just before the great
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land in what is now East Decrﬁcld and helped se
cure the establishment of the railroad station of
Ravinia near his residence. Mr. Coe engaged in
farming and in dairying at that place and now has
a ﬁnely improved farm of 182 acres and keeps
from ﬁfty to sixty milch cows. His barns are
ample in extent and are complete in all appoint

educated in the public schools and at the academy
in Oneida Castle. He served a regular apprentice
ship to the trade of a carpenter and builder and
worked at bridge building for the New York Cen
tral Railroad Company until 1854, which year wit
nesscd his emigration Westward. He came to
Illinois and located in Somonauk, DeKalb County,
where he worked at his trade. Later he went to

ments for successful dairying.

Sterling, Ill., and in 1866 came to Lake County,

In political faith, Mr. Coe is a Democrat and
while at Glencoe held the position of Postmaster
three years under Lincoln’s administration. He
took the census of the original town of Deerﬁeld
in 1880, and has been Supervisor of Deerﬁeld
since l876 except two years, covering a period of
thirteen years. He was reelected in the spring of
1891, for a two years’ term and is the present en
cumbent. In additiou to conducting his farm and
dairy he has dealt quite extensively in live stock.
He was also one of the organizers of the Highland
Park Building and Loan Association of which he
has been president since the existence of the com
pany. The association has done business in a con
servative way and has been quite successful. Mr.
One has spent the greater part of his life in mercan
tile pursuits and is a practical business man as
well as a successful farmer and daii'yman. He
has made a most efficient and faithful town ofﬁcer
and his long continuance in ofﬁce speaks strongly
in favor of his general popularity. He is known
as an upright, reliable man. possessed of superior

spending the two succeeding years of his life in
Antioch. It was in May, 1868, that he came to
Highland Park. where he worked at his trade.
Soon after coming here he was employed as a fore

ﬁre of October. that year, he moved to the tract of

business qualiﬁcations and
ability.

excellent executive

man for J. F. Hubbell, builder, and a year later

accepted a like position with W. S. Davis and was
employed in the construction of the Northwestern
Railroad roundhouse for Highland Park, the Pres
byterian Church and many ﬁne residences and
other buildings. He is a natural mechanic and
became an expert workman. In 1879 he embarked
in business as a lime and cement dealer and in that
line of trade has been quite successful, having

secured a liberal patronage. He did not, however,
at once abandon work at his trade altogether but
subsequent to that date built a large portion of the
plank sid'ewalk in Highland Park. At present he
devotes his attention exclusively to the lime and
cement trade and to the improvement and care of
his property. He has four nice dwelling housr-s
in Highland Park, three of which he leases, himself

and family occupying the other.
In Antioch, Lake County, Ill., on the 15th of
February, 1868, Mr. Alford was united in marriage

with Miss Emily Burdick, a native of Columbia
MWW

County, N. Y., and a daughter of Nathan and

RRIN A. ALFORD, dealer in lime and
@ cement in Highland Park and an early
settler of that town. was born in Turin
Township, Lewis County, N. Y., July 27, 1831,

and is a son of Orson and Anna (Fay) Alford.
His parents were of New England origin, the father
a native of Massachusetts and the mother of New
Hampshire. They went to New York in early life
and resided in Lewis County until 1840, when
they removed to Oneida Castle, Oneida County, of
the same State. The subject of this sketch was

Mary A. (Martin) Burdick. Since 1866 she has
been living in Illinois. Four children, daughters.
have been born of their union: Ada. M., Emma A.,
Hattie M. and Kittie. All were born in Highland
Park and are yet living. The three eldest are
members of the Baptist Church.
In political sentiment Mr. Alford is a pronounced
Republican and is one of the fathers of that party
in Illinois. He has always been an active and
inﬂuential member of that party but has never
sought or desired public ofﬁce. He cast his vote
for Fremont, the ﬁrst Republican candidate for
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President and has voted for each successive candi
date of the party for the office since. He has been
twice Alderman of Highland Park and has been
prominent in county and local conventions. Mr.
Alford is known as an industrious, upright and
successful man and enjoys. as he deserves, the uni
versal respect and esteem of all who know him.
He has now been a resident of Highland Park for
twenty-three years and is one of the few left of his
date of settlement.

“WV
”[13 I.IIIU B. PHILLIPS, a farmer and stock
[3
raiser of Waukegan Township, residing on
“7_f/ section 7, is the owner of 166 acres of val
uable land.

In Oswego County, N. Y., is the

place of his birth and. the date is August 1, l837.
He is a son of Squire and Julia (Harmon) Phillips,
both of whom were natives of Bennington, Vt.,
where was celebrated one of the American victories
during the Revolutionary War. There they grew
to man and womanhood and were married. In
1837 they removed to Oswego County, N. Y., and
in the same year their home was gladdened by the
birth of a son. For sixteen years they resided in
that county and in 1853 came “fest, locating in
Lake County, Ill.
However Mr. Phillips had
twice visited the county before. He was a Whig
and Republican in politics and both he and his
wife were members of the Baptist Church. The
mother of our subject was his second wife. He
had previously been married to Katie Morehouse
and unto them were born three sons, of whom two

are deceased and one lives in Michigan, Norman
by name. Of his last marriage four children have
been born, but two sons died before reaching man
hood. The surviving members of the family are
Elihu, whose name heads this sketch, and Frances,
now the wife of John Washburn, who resides in

Greenwood County, Kan..
Elihu B. Phillips spent his childhood days upon
his father’s farm and received his education in the
common schools. After coming to this county he
taught in the public schools and also further pur
sued his studies in Waukegan. For nine terms he

successfully followed the profession of teaching
and the cause of education has ever found in him
a warm friend.
As a helpmate on life‘s journey he chose Miss
Augusta Maynard, who was born in Oneida County,
N. Y., in 1839. Their marriage was celebrated in
Waukegan Township, December 24, 1859, and
after a married life of thirty years she died on the
19th of May, 1889, in the faith of the Methodist
Church, of which she was a consistent member.

Since casting his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Abra
ham Lincoln, Mr. Phillips has been identiﬁed with
the Republican party. He has served as a member
of the County Board of Supervisors for some
twenty years, during the last four years of which
time he has had oversight of the poor farm. He
has also served for a quarter of a century as town
ship Trustee of Schools, and his long continuance
in these offices indicates a most efﬁcient service
and a prompt and faithful discharge of duty.
Socially he is a Royal Arch Mason, a member of
W'aukegan Lodge, No. 78 and of Waukegan Chap
ter, N0. 41. As before stated he owns one hundred

and sixty-six acres of well-improved land. In
June, 1889, his home was burned, oceasioning a
heavy loss. Ile has lived in this county for thirty
eight years and is one of its best-known citizens.

m/FI'“

,OBERT G. EVANS. Among the most en
( terprising and successful business men of
Lflil Highland Park is the gentleman whose name
heads this sketch. He is carrying on the
manufacture of brick extensively with yards at
Highland Park, Evanston, and Fort Sheridan. He
has also erected sixteen houses in Highland Park,
ten of which he still owns.
Mr. Evans is a native of New York, his birth

having occurred in the town of Rome, Oneida
County. in January, 1849. He is a son of Robert
and Ann Evans who were natives of Wales and
came to America in childhood. They were mar
ried in the State of New York and removed in
what was known as Holland's Patent, Oneida
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County, when Robert G. was but twelve years old. I about $1,500. He now has many thousands of dol
lars invested in business and stock, and has real
Both died there. The subject of this sketch at
estate to the amount of $25,000, all of which he
tended the public schools and was employed in
has made in the channels of legitimate busines. He
clerking and teaching school until October, 1873,
is an indefatigable worker and is always busy. He
when he came to Highland Park and engaged in
also possesses good executive and business ability
merchandising. Four years later he embarked in
and
sound judgment which are necessary qualili
the manufacture of brick at this place. He was in
cations
for a successful man. It had previously
trade for six years and then sold out to his brother,
been
the
history of brick manufacturers along the
T. P. Evans. Three years later he bought into the
lake
shore
towns that they failed to realize much
mercantile business again and carried it on until
if any proﬁt from their business and several were
1889, when he once more sold out. In the spring
compelled to abandon the trade. With Mr. Evans
of 1882, he opened a brickyard in Evanston, where
prosperity has attended all his well~directed efforts
he has since carried on a large business. In Jan
and he has made a marked success of his business.
uary, 1891, be bought out a brickyard at Ft.
Another essential element of success which he pos
Sheridan (formerly owned by the Ft. Sheridan
sesses isa reputation forslrict integrity and prompt
Brick Company), and has since operated that
business methods. What he says he will do, people
branch of his business successfully. The building
who know him feel asured will be done. His eu
of the military post at that place has made a great
terprise in directing so many buildings has aided
demand for brick, for which Mr. Evans holds large
materially in the growth and prosperity of the
contracts. He employs from seventy to seventy
town where he makes his home and he has won a
ﬁve men and has a large number of teams in con
foremost place in the regard and esteem of his
stant work. At this time he has contracts for more
fellow-citizens.
than a million of brick.
’

M r. Evans was married at South Trenton, Oneida
County, N. Y., February 24, 1874, to Miss Emma
J. Jones, who died on the 4th of June, 1880, leav

u-J-l.__.. WM»

ing two children: Arthur E., who was born No
vember 18, 1874; and Herbert F., May 4, 1878.

Y1 OHN STEARNS, a retired farmer residing

Mr. Evans was again married at Highland Park,

on section 8, Warren Township, is a native

on the 26th of June, 1881, his second union being

of the old Granite State. He was born in
Q
Grafton County, in the town of Ha-vcrhill,
May 14, 1820, and isa son of John Stearns, who
was born in Sudbury, Mass, January 28, 1788.
When the father began life for himself he settled
in Haverhill and there married Lydia Smith, who
was born in Lisbon, N. H., May 15, 1790. Their
wedding was celebrated January 18, 1818. In the
War of 1812 he served for six months. He farmed
and also owned a share in a sawmill with Gov.

with Miss Ellen C. Ceperly, a daughter of Martin
and Elizabeth (Cole) Ceperly. Mrs. Evans was
born in Northﬁeld, Cook County, Ill.. October 29,

1862. Her father was asoldier of the late war,
and died in the service. Her mother survives and
is a resident of Highland Park. Four children, one
son and three daughters, were born of the latter

marriage: Florence M. G., born July 14, 1882;
Elmer Robert, February 14, 1884; Alice Irene,
January 21, 1887; and Emma L. E., July 5, 1889.
Mr. Evans is aRepublican in politics and he and
his wife, together with the two eldest sons, Arthur
and Herbert. are members of the Baptist Church.
His business career proves what may be accom
plished by industry, perseverance and judicious
management. When Mr. Evans came to Highland
Park, in 1872, his worldly wealth amounted to

Page.

They rafted lumber down the Connecticut

River and were quite successful in that line of

business.
In 1840 John Stcarns started Westward with a
team, going to Black Rock near Buffalo, whence

he proceeded by way of the lake to Toledo then
on across the country to Lake County, where he
arrived in October. He bought a claim of one

706

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

hundred and twenty acres where our subject now
resides and there spent the remainder of his life.
His ﬁrst home was a log cabin but soon it was re
placed by a more commodious residence. He was
a well-read man, quiet and unassuming in manner

and gave his entire attention to his business inter
ests with good success. He died in Warren Town
ship, June 22, 1860, at the age~ of seventy-three
years and the death of his wife occurred June 22,
1861, aged seventy-one years. They were parents
of live children: Eliza who died at the age of nine
years; John whose name heads this sketch; Lydia
who was born September 24, 1824, and died in New
Hampshire; Harriet was born May 25,1826, and

died in this county in 1850; George K., who was
born in 1830 and is still engaged in farming in this
community.
In his youth John Stearns, Jr., attended the
common schools of the neighborhood where his
education was acquired. He also worked asa farm
hand and was employed in a sawmill until about
twenty years of age when he began to improve a
claim. He remained at home until 1846 in which
year he married Miss Almira A. Shepherd, a native
of Dorehcster, Mass, and a daughter of George
Shepherd, who was born in Canton, Mass, of old

Puritan stock. Her mother, whose maiden name
was Almira Bailey, was also a native of the Bay
State. They came to Illinois in 1841 and settled
in Warren Township. (For further mention see the
sketch of B. F. Shepherd.)
Mr. and Mrs. Stearns began their domestic life
in a one-roomed house on their present farm where
they now have a pleasant home. The family circle
numbered seven children, three of whom died in
childhood: George A., who was born March 8,

1847, enlisted in the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry
and lost his health in the army. He married Jane
Vose and is now living in Mason City, Iowa. Mrs.
Emily E. Phelps, :1 widOW, resides in Charles City,
Iowa, was born December 29, 1848; Elizabeth A.,

born April 27, 1861, is the Wife of Leroy Pratt,
of Tacoma, ‘thSll.; Charlotte M., born October 8,
1862, completes the family. The children were
educated in the public schools and commercial col
lege and were thus well ﬁtted for the duties of life.
Mr. Steal-us atone time owned three hundred

acres of land and now has one hundred and sixty
two acres under a high state of cultivation. Every
improvement upon the farm has been placed there
by his hands. Truly he may be called aself-madc
man for whatever success he has met with in life,
and it is not a little, is due to his own efforts.

Making the most of every advantage and over
coming all obstacles he has steadily worked his way
upward. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
Van Buren, became a Free-soiler and afterward a

Republican. However, he is now independent in
politics, supporting the best measures regardless of
party afﬁliations. For six years he has held the
ofﬁce of Supervisor, proving himSelf a trustworthy
and capable ofﬁcial. Those who know Mr. Stearns
hold him in high esteem for his sterling worth.
Widely and favorably known, he is certainly de
serving of a representation in this volume.
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"XEENJAMIN FEL'I‘ER, a well-to-do farmer
J
1 now living a retired life on section 12,
g , \Vest Antioch Township, claims New York
k/ as the State of his nativity. He was born
in Albany County, near Rensselaerville, November
18, 1811, and is one ofeight children, five sons and
three daughters, born unto Matthew and Elizabeth
(West) Felter, both of whom were natives of the

Empire State. His father was born in Ulster
County, and after his marriage located in Schoharie
County, where in the midst of the forest he hewed
out two good farms. In the fall of 1845 he came
West to Illinois and made his home with his chil
dren. He died at the residence of our subject in
1850, at the age of sixty-three years, his good wife
having passed away before he left New York. He
was a successful business man and in his last years
engaged in the mercantile business. He began life
for himself when only ﬁfteen years of age, as his
parents died during his childhood, and therefore
deserved great credit for his success. His fellow
townsmen regarded him as a Worthy citizen and
honored him with a number of local offices. In
politics he was a Democrat and in religious belief
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was a Universalist.

Of the family Maria is now

deceased; Benjamin is the second in order of birth;
Nelson is a resident of Tama County, Iowa; Sally
Ann is deceased; Rachael, Catherine and Harriet

are the next younger; and Alfred. who completes
the family, is a resident of New York.
The early life of our subject passed uneventfully
as during his younger years he had very poor
health. He remained at home until twenty-ﬁve
years of age, then leaving the parental roof was
united in marriage, in 1836, with Miss Samantha
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cis Rodman of \Valworth County, Wis. The chil
dren were all educated in the public schools and
have become useful men and women who do honor
to their name.
Mr. and Mrs. Felter are members of the Univer
salist Church and in the social world rank high,
their friends throughout the

community being

many. He takes an active interest in political
affairs. Before attaining his majority be cast his
first vote for Andrew Jackson, then voted for

Henry Clay in 1844, and supported the Whig party

Bute, a native of Summit, Schoharie County, N. Y., I until its dissolution, since which time he has been
and a daughter of Lewis B. and Elizabeth (Smith)
a Republican. He has gathered together a goodly
Bute. Her maidenhood days were spent in her
share of property acquired through the legitimate
native county and she remained under the parental
channels of business and is now enjoying a well
roof until she gave her hand in marriage to Mr.
earned rest as his competence is suﬂicient to keep
Felter. Shortly afterward, he purchased a farm
him through his declining years.
Addison Felton who operates the farm for his
which he carried on ﬁve years when hard times
drove him Westward. He resolved to seek his for
father, was born in Cook County, March 15, 1848,
and at the age of nine years came to this county.
tune on the prairies of Illinois and with his wife
and ﬁve children and $90 in his pocket, he went by
During the late war he served for seven months as
way of the Lakes to Chicago which he found to be
a member of Company F, One Hundred and Fifty
sixth Illinois Regiment and did guard duty at
a very small and unimportant village. He settled
in Cuba Township, Lake County, but soon removed

Dalton, Ga., and at Nashville and Chattanooga,

to Barrington, where he entered forty acres of wild
land from the Government and built- a log house
thereon. To get the money to secure the deed for
his land he walked all the way to Geneva Lake.
After residing thereon for ﬁve years he sold it to
the railroad company and purchased another farm
which he afterward traded for his present farm on
section 12, West Antioch Township. It com prised
one hundred and seven acres covered with bushes
and upon which had been built a double log house
that remained the home of the family for ten years.
However, it has long since been replaced by a
commodious residence which is furnished with the
comforts and many of the luxuries of life. Much
of his land fronts on Lake Catherine and is there
fore very valuable.
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Felter have been born the
following children—Addison, who operates the
farm; George, who died at the age of twenty-three
years; Lewis, who married Ida Longman and is
engaged in merchandising in Antioch; Mary, wife ‘

Tenn.
Mr. Felton has been twice married. [10 ﬁrst
wedded Gertrude Bundy and unto them was born
one child, a son, Leroy. After her death, he led
to the marriage altar Miss Maggie Gaggan, and
they have one daughter, Gertie. He has had
charge of the farm during the greater part of
twenty years and in its management displays ex
cellent business. ability. He is a worthy citizen of
the community, has served as Collector of his town
ship, and supported the Republican party since
casting his ﬁrst Presidential vote for General Grant.

of George Harness

of

Virginia;

Mrs.

Fidelia

Brooker of Virginia; and Catherine, wife of Fran

\E WI'I‘T SI’ALDING. one of the oldest
D settlers of Lake County, uow residing on
;
section 18, Waukegan Township, was born
in Oneida County, N. Y., July 23, 1811,

and is a“ son of David and Martha (Cary)'Spald
ing, who lived for many years in Vermont, and
were probably natives of that State. About 1790,
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they emigrated to Oneida County, N. Y.

The

father ran on the river to some extent, but was a

farmer by occupation and followed that business
during the greatest part of his life. In 1840, the
parents came to this county and here spent their
last days, Mr. Spalding dying at the age of eighty
eight years, and his wife in the seventy-third year
of her age. He was a Democrat in politics and in
their family were nine children, three of whom are

S., and Eva
Mr. Price was formerly a dentist
but is now an agriculturist, operating the home
place.
Mrs. Spalding is a member of the Methodist
Church. Mr. Spalding is one of the wealthy men
of the county. By hard work and the exercise of
good business judgment, he has acquired all his
property and justly deserves the encomium of a
self-made man.

living-Allen, De \Vitt and Leonard, all substan

tial farmers of this county.
Our subject was the eighth in order of birth.
He was reared to manhood on a farm and had very
meagre advantages for an education, never attend
ing school after fourteen years of age. He came
with his brother Leonard and L. Hinkston to this
county, and in connection with his brother pur
chased eight hundred acres of land on Rock River,
in Wisconsin. In 1837, he took a claim in this
county with Charles Cary, which was divided. He

entered his one hundred and sixty acres, and the
farm which he deVeloped from that tract is still

his home. The greater part of it was once covered
with a growth of timber but in the place of the
tree and brush, soon appeared waving ﬁelds of
grain. Mr. Spalding has prospered in his business
undertakings and as his ﬁnancial resources in
creased, he extended the boundaries of his farm
which now comprises some ﬁve hundred acres of
valuable land, well cultivated and improved. He
was a Democrat in politics until the rise of the
Republican party, since which time he has given
his support to that political body.
On the 27th of February.1845, Mr. Spalding
was united in marriage with Mrs. Sarah Dean, who
was born in Wayne County N. Y., April 21, 1822,
and is a daughter of Newton and Sophia Coyken
dall. Mrs. Spalding spent the days of her maiden
hood in Wayne County, and after her marriage to
Charles Dean came to this county in 1843.

Her

ﬁrst husband died here, as did also their only
child. By the second marriage were born three
children—Adelaide 5., who died at the age of four
years; Eliza A., who became the wife of Abram
Cary and died at the age of eighteen, leaving one
child, Louie D. Cary; Eva J., married Henry B.
Price and two children grace their union—Harry

MMETT J. REILLY is proprietor of a
creamery, situated at Lakes Corners. This
is one of the leading industries of Ela
Township, and our subject is regarded as one of
the wide-awake and most prominent young busi
ness men of the community. He is a native of the
Green Mountain State, his birth having occurred
in Franklin County, July 21, 1860. His parents,
Thomas D. and Mary A. Reilly, were natives of
the Emerald Isle, and a sketch of their lives may
be seen elsewhere in this work, They became
parents of nine children, four of whom are yet liv
ing and our subject was the seventh in order of
birth. He remained at home until twelve years of
age and then began life for himself as a farm
laborer, since which time he has been dependent
upon his own resources. At the age of nineteen,
he gave his father $150 for the remainder of his
time and with the desire to try his fortune in the
West started for Illinois. After working for a
year as a farm hand by the month, he entered a
butter and cheese factory at Grozwold Lake,
McHenry County, and was employed there and at
Volo, Lake County for two years, after which he
established a factory in McHenry, carrying it on
for four years. The succeeding four years of his
life he spent as an employe in the Glynch factory
in Waucouda Township, and during the following
year was not connected with work in that line but
again he engaged in the same business in the Wau
couda factory, where he remained for two years.
Mr. Reilly had now gained an excellent know
ledge of the business, and in April, 1890, he began
the erection of a creamery at Lakes Corners, which
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was completed and ready for occupancy on the 7th
of July. Since that time, Mr. Reilly has handled
on an average about seven thousand pounds of
milk daily, and is doing a large and lucrative busi
ness. To form an idea how a creamery should be
operated, one has only to visit his establishment
which is complete in all of its appointments, and
see the neatness and order which prevails. His
success is justly merited and he well deserVes to be
classed among the leading young business men of
the county.

Mr. Reilly has never married but makes his
home with Mr. and Mrs. Graham who are in his
employ. In political affairs he is independent,
having never allied himself with any party, desir
ing rather to support the man whom he thinks will
best ﬁll the ofﬁce to whatever party he may be
long. The enterprise which he has built up is a
' credit to himself, and one of the leading industries
of the township, and by his fair and honest dealing
he has gained an enviable reputation.

ERRITT LAKE, a leading and inﬂuential
farmer residing on section 6, Ela Town
ship, claims Vermont as the State of his

nativity.

He was born March 10,1841,

in Stamford, Vt., and is a son of Elisha and Pru

dence (Holmes) Lake. His father was born in one
of the New England States, November 3, 1801, and
acquired a liberal education, having been a student
in Ipswich College. He studied medicine but was
forced to abandon that profession and in the sum
mer he devoted his energies to farming, while in
the winter season he engaged in teaching school.
On March 26, 1826, he was united in marriage with
Miss Holmes. a native of Halifax, born December
16, 1805. Their union was blessed with eleven
children, six sons and ﬁve daughters, three of
whom died in childhood. Prudence, the eldest,

became the wife of George Prouty. and died in
1869; Hannah is the wife of Noah Yaw, a farmer

and carpenter residing in Kenosha, Wis; Melissa
_is the wife of Elbert \Velch. a retired farmer now
esilmg ..1 Elgin- William married Henrietta
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Kemper and is a resident of Cumberland County,
Ill., where he engages in agricultural pursuits; Ann
is the wife of William Edson, a resident farmer of
Humboldt County,Iowa;Alhert who married Sophia
Priest, an agriculturist 0f Dakota County. Nelm;
and Oscar, who married

Maroah Hepburn, is a

local preacher of the Methodist Church and also
follows farming in Dakota County, Neb. In 1846,
accompanied by his family, Elisha Lake emigrated
Westward to Ela Township, this county, and, pur
chasing land engaged in farming, also followed the
profession of teaching during the winter season,
until a year or two before his death, which oc
curred July 28, 1858. He was a man of promi
ence, and while residing in the Green Mountain
State twice served as a Representative in the Ver
mont Legislature. He was also Justice of the
Peace in that State and Illinois, for a great many
years and in politics he affiliated with the Demo

cratic party. Both he and his wife Were believers
in the Universalist faith but never united with the
church. Mrs. Lake long survived her husband and
passed way on April 25, 1886.
Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and
youth on the old homestead farm, where he re
mained until twenty years of age. After his
father’s death, the management and care of the

farm devolved upon him and be aided his mother in
the support of the family. However. when the war
broke out, feeling that his country needed his ser
vices, he abandoned the plow and in August, 1861,

enlisted in the Thirty-sixth Illinois Infantry. The
regiment remained at Camp Hammond near
Aurora until September 24, when they were ordered
to St. Louis, where they were equipped for battle.
Going to Rolla, Mo., they there remained until
January 14, 1862, when they followed in pursuit
of Price and Vandorn as far as Springﬁeld, Mo.
A skirmish occurred at Sugar Creek and another
at Bentonville, Ark., which terminated in the battle
of Pea Ridge, the ﬁrst severe engagement in which
the regiment had taken part. The battle lasted for
about three days and the Thirty-sixth Illinois
Infantry lost thirty-eight men, six killed and
thirty-two wounded. They then went to Bates
ville, Ark., where Mr. Lake was taken sick and
sent to the hospital, where he was conﬁned for
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about six weeks. On his recovery he rejoined his
command at Corinth and took part in the battle
which resulted in the capture of that city. From
Corinth they went to Booneville, and on to Cin
cinnati and Louisville in pursuit of Bragg. They
met the enemy in battle at Perryville, after which
they went to Nashville and subsequent to the re
organization of the army they marched to Mur
freesboro, where occurred a three days’ engagement,
during which the regiment lost a large number of
men. We next ﬁnd the troops in pursuit of the
rebels and ﬁnally they arrived at Chickamauga,
where occurred one of the most hotly contested
battles of the war. The troops then fell back to
Chattanooga. where they remained until the fol
lowing spring, when the Thirty-sixth Illinois
Infantry participated in the engagements at
Missionary Ridge, Buzzard’s Roost and Peach Tree
Creek.

Then occurred the attack on Atlanta, the

Elmer, who was born January 6, 1871, and is now

employed as a salesman in the store of Clarence
Pratt of Wauconda; and Louis, born May 19, 1872,

and married Myrtle Lake. He follows farming in
Ela Township.
In his social relations Mr. Lake is a member of
the Grand Army Post of Wauconda and is also
connected with the Patrons of Industry. l-Ie sup
ports the Republican party in all State and Na
tional elections, but in local elections votes for the

man whom he thinks will best ﬁll the ofﬁce regard
less of party afﬁliations. By his fellow townsmen
he has been elected Collector and for several years
has also served as School Director, proving an
efficient and capable ofﬁcer in each position. He
and his wife have a comfortable and pleasant home

in Ela Township and are surroundedby many
friends who hold them in high regard and esteem
for their integrity and sterling qualities.

battle of Jonesboro and the ﬁnal capture of At
lanta. Here Mr. Lake’s term of service expired
and he was mustered out September 23, 1864, being

honorably discharged after three years and one
month of faithful service in his country’s cause.
Mr. Lake then returned home, but after a short
time went to Ohio, where he wedded Miss Lucina
Edson, a native of Cayuga County of that State.
Mrs. Lake was born July 18, 1847. Iler parents
were farming people and her educational privileges
were such as the common schools aﬁ’orded. Five
child reu were born to Mr. and Mrs. Merritt Lake,

a son and four d:u|ghters—l\lerritt 3., who died at
the age of four months; Jennie, born July 3, 1867;
Edith, born March 24, 1869, is the wife of Isaac

AMUEL BURRIS, one of the substantial
farmers of Waukegan Township whose
home is on section 7, has been identiﬁed

with the history of Lake County for the
greater part of the time since 1847, therefore has
been an eye-witness of its growth, and

has also

substantially aided in its upbuilding.
The life record of Mr. Burris is as follows: He
was born in Dryden Township, Tompkins County,
N. Y., June 15, 1825, and

is ason of John and

Mrs. Adeline Wheelock, widow of Edwin Whee

Lydia (Schoﬁeld) Burris. When he was but four
years old his father died and his mother survived
only two years longer. He was thus left an orphan
at the age of six in the charge of his grandfather.
He was sent to live with a relative who treated
him harshly, and as the result he ran away when
ten years old and spent nearly two years in Cayuga
County, then for nearly three years drove on the
tow-path 0f the Erie Canal. In his third summer
on the Erie Canal, he changed to the Northern
Canal, and was employed as steersman on a boat of

lock, and a daughter of John and Lydia M. Pratt,
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. By
her former marriage, Mrs. Lake had two sons-—

Gould of Chicago) was part .owner. Judge Gould
was engaging in merchandising, mllling and in

Lyons, who is employed in the wire works of Wau
kegan; Myrtle, born November 8, 1872, is the wife
of Louis Wheelock, a resident farmer of Ela
'1‘0wnship;and Maud, born January 18, 1876. Since

his marriage Mr. Lake has resided upon the farm
originally owned by his father and from that home
his wife was called to her ﬁnal rest, May 29, 1880,

dying of consumption. In December, 1881, he
was again married, his second union being with

which Judge John Gould (the father of John S.
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various other lines of business at Essex, and hav

ing taken a fancy to the subject of our sketch took
him into his store and sent him to school. He
continued with Judge Gould for eight years serv
ing in various capacities, and in the meantime
acquiring an academic education. The educational
advantages which he had received enabled him,
after coming to Lake County in the fall of 1847,
to engage in the profession of teaching. The fol
lowing spriug he went to Chicago, where be secured
a position as steersman on the Illinois and Michigan
Canal and there remained two summers. While
thus engaged, be contracted a fever which came
very near terminating his life. Ill health caused
him to abandon that pursuit, and in 1850 he
started across the plains for the gold mines of Cali
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was reared a Democrat and continued with that
party until the rise of Republican party, since which
time he has been identified with the latter. ' He owns
a good farm of two hundred forty acres which he
has well improved and stocked. The buildings are
convenient, new and kept in good repair. Every
thing about the place denotes the thrift and enter
prise of the owner. He carries on dairying exten
sively and is one of the successful butter-makers
of Lake County.

~ —+ —~>%%<~——+.—
"L\ ENRY L. BURDICK, one of the most

he proceeded along the Missouri River to the
western part of that State where oxen and wagons
were procured. From St. Joseph, Mo., the party

l prominent citizens of Ela Township, now
engaged in farming on section 11, where
he has resided for the long period of twenty
six consecutive years, was born in Kendall Town.
ship, Orleans County, N. Y., February 7, 1840.

of which he was a member, started for the Paciﬁc

His father, Rodman S. Burdick, wasa native of

Slope, leaving that place on the 8th of May, and
reaching their destination about the 1st of Sept
ember. For some three years he engaged in gold
mining with fair success and then returned by way
of the Isthmus of Panama and New York City,
carrying his gold to the weight of one hundred
thirty-three ounces, on his person. Taking it to
Philadelphia, he there had it coined into money.
Returning to this county he bought a farm in
Benton Township, having since followed agricult
ural pursuits.
In that township, on the 16th of October, 1853,
Mr. Burris was married to Miss Lovina Conklin, a

Rhode Island, born in 1800. He spent his early
childhood days in that State and at the age of ten
shipped before the mast, following the seas until
eighteen years of age when he went into the ship
yards and learned the trade of a ship carpenter.

fornia.

Ilaving secured provisions in St. Louis,

native of Franklin County, N. Y., who was born

January 18, 1832. With her widowed mother she
came to this county, in 1851. Ten children have
been born of their marriage as follows: Orlando;
\Villiam; Harriet, wife of Frank Purdy. a resident
of Cook County; Emma; Callie; Frank; Linden and
Jerry L. Two died, one in infancy and the other,
Estella, in childhood.
Mrs. Burris died May
13, 1884.

She was aeonsistent member of the

1 ‘

Later he resided in Madismi County, N. Y., where

during the summer months he followed farming
and in the winter season worked at his trade. It
was during his residence in that county that he
wedded Harriet Bassett on the 4th of March, 1824.
She was a daughter of Deacon Bassett of the
Seventh Day Baptist Church. Six children were
born of their union, two daughters and four sons

but only two are now living, the others having
died in childhood. Joseph M. married Artamissa
Taleott, and is overseer of public works in Kansas

City, Mo. The other surviving member of the
family is Henry L. of this sketch.
In 1845, with his family, Rodman Burdick came
to Illinois, locating in Vernon Township, Lake
County, where he resided until 1854, at which
time he removed to Wheaten, Du Page County,
and followed his trade at that place for four years.

Methodist Church and for her many excellencics
I He then returned to his old home in Vernon Town
of character was greatly beloved by her friends.
ship, and on the 11th of August, 1874. his wife was .
Mr. Burris sold out in Benton and moved to his
called to her ﬁnal rest. Subsequently he went to
present farm on section 7, Waukegan, in 1867. He
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Kansas City, spending two years with his son Jos
eph, and then returned home. He died while on a
visit to an older brother in Madison County, N.
Y., in 1878. In early life, Mr. Burdiek was a
stanch Abolitionist, and when the Republican party
was formed to prevent the further extension of
slavery, he joined its ranks. He served as drum
major for several years in the New'York State
Militia, and was a man of prominence in the vari
ous communities where he made his home. He and
his wife were members of the Seventh Day Baptist
Church for several years but afterward joined the
Wesleyan Methodist Church, in the faith of which
they died.
~
The early education of our subject, acquired in
the common schools, was supplemented by a two

years course of study in Wheaton. At the age of
twenty he began life for himself as a farm hand,
working by the month for two years, when at the

call of President Lincoln for more troops, he en
listed in Company F, Thil'ty-Schnth Illinois In
fantry and went into camp at Chicago, whence the
regiment was ordered to St. Louis, and later sent
to re-inforce Mulligan at Lexington, but when they
reached Booneville, they learned that Mulligan had
already surrendered. At Otterville they went into
winter quarters and in the spring prooeeded to
Springﬁeld, Mo. While en route they learned that
Fremont had been superceded by Hunter. This
was sad news for the boys of the Thirty-Seventh
Illinois for they had called their regiment the Fre
mont Regiment. Shortly afterward they went into

camp at Sedalia, Mo., and on breaking camp en
tered into the campaign which resulted in the bat
tle of Pea Ridge. Mr. Burdick was taken prisoner
two days before the engagement. He had been de
tailed to go to a private house and take care of a
sick comrade and after the retreat of the regiment

came to proceed to Wilson’s Creek. Later the hat
tle of Prairie Grove was fought and on the. return
to Raleigh, the Thirty-Seventh Illinois Infantry
was sent to Pilot Knob, but Mr. Burdick was left
in charge of the provost marshal’s stores. After a
short time, he received orders to collect what was
left of the army and stores and report at Pilot
Knob. After joining his regiment, he was left at
Pilot Knob engaged in the same duty, while his
command went to Cape Girardeau, and took tran
sports for Vicksburg. Some time afterward orders
came from Gen. Vandever to turn over all stores
to Col. Carr, commander of the post and report at
St. Louis. The next morning he took transporta
tion and rejoined his regiment at Warrington,
where the division crossed the river and took a
position upon the extreme left of Logan’s corps,
where they remained until after the surrender of
Vicksburg. They were then transported up the
Yazoo River, and captured the city of Yazoo.
They lost the gunhoat,“De Kalb”but secured enough
arms to counteract the same. During all this cam
paigning, Mr. Bur-dick was detailed as Sergeant of
the Provost Guard and after spending a short time
at Port Hudson, went to New Orleans and thence
to Morganza’s Bend. About this time he received
a sixty days furlough on account of sickness and
was never again with his regiment. He reported
to New Orleans, where he spent the winter in the

ordinance ofﬁce and in the spring crossed to Ft.
Brown, Texas, where he remained during the ser
vice. Those who did not re-enlist were ordered. to
report in Chicago, to be mustered out and in that
city, on the 4th of October, 1864, he was honora
bly discharged.
On his return from the war, Mr. Burdick cn

gaged in the operation of the old homestead, but
since his marriage has resided on his present farm.

he was captured and conveyed to Van Buren, Ark.,
where he was held as a prisoner for ﬁve weeks and

On the 30th of December, 1865, he was joined in

then exchanged.

Chicago, December 5, 1843, and is a daughter of

In the meantime he had con

tracted a disease, from which he has never yet fully

recovered. After rejoining his regiment, the troops
went back to Cassville, where they remained
through the summer and then proceeded to Spring
ﬁeld.

His company was detailed as provost guard

and had charge of the military prison until orders

wedlock with Maggie L. Benson, who was born in
John and Margaret (Bonner) Benson. They were
both natives of Germany but when young people
crossed the Atlantic to America, and were married

in New York. Soon afterward they emigrated to
Chicago, where Mr. Benson was taken with con
sumption. He then went to Joliet, where he had
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a

friends living, but died about two years after his
marriage. Mrs. Benson afterward became the wife
of Samuel Adams, and they took up their residence
in Russell’s Grove, Ela Township, where Mr. Adams
died twenty-ﬁve years later, and the mother of
Mrs. Burdick was again left a widow, since which
time she has,lived with her daughter. In the house
hold are also two sons and two daughters, born of
the union of our subject and his wife: Fred L.,
who was born July 31, 1867, and is now engaged
in the butchering business in Nehawka, Neb.;
Hattie, born December 2, 1869, is at home; Cora
A., born May 3, 1874, is employed in the watch
factory in Elgin; and Lester 13., born December 6,

1876, is at home.
'
Mr. Burdick is an enterprising farmer and has a
pleasant home in Ela Township. He is a Republi
can in politics, having supported that party since
he attained his majority with the exception of the
time when he cast his ﬁrst ballot for Stephen A.
Douglas. He has for several years been School
Director and also Commissioner of Highways.
Socially, he is a Master Mason, belonging to Wau
conda Lodge, No. 298. A. F. dz A. M., and also
holds membership with the Grand Army Post of
Wauconda.

His wife is a member of the Metho

dist Church, and for twenty-ﬁve vears he has been
the leader of the choir. This worthy couple are
well and favorably known throughout the com
munity, and none are more deserving of a repre
sentation in their county’s history.

IOSEPH SAVAGE, an honored veteran of

‘ the late war, is now engaged in general
, farming on section 12, West Antioeh Town
iQ/l ship. He also entertains summer boarders,
and in the two pursuits has become a well-to-do
citizen of the community. The story of his life is
as follows: He was born in Clinton County, N. Y.,
August 22, 1836, and is a son of Michael Savage,

whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. When
about twenty-two years of age, in 1855, he came to
Lake County, where he worked as a farm hand for
several years. An important event in his life

occurred in Wilmot, Wis., his marriage with Miss
Alvira Whaples, a native of Ohio, but he left his
wife and home, his business and all that bound him

to this county and entered the service of his coun-'
try.

On August 1, 1863, Mr. Savage enlisted in Com
pany C, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, which was
organized in Rockford, and thence was sent to
Kentucky. After some skirmishing the troops
proceeded up the Cumberland River, going into
Tennessee. The ﬁrst severe engagement in which
he took part with his regiment was at Chickamauga.
His brigade was stationed on Mission Ridge, and
Company C and one other company were ordered

on picket duty for the night, with the command to
stay at their posts until driven away by the enemy
or relieved. During the night our troops retreated
and the rebels moved in behind the boys on picket
duty. After morning broke Mr. Savage went to
the top of Mission Ridge where he could see the
rebels in heavy force all around them, and came
back and reported. The ﬁrst thought was to cut
through the lines of the enemy, but it was soon
seen that would be impossible. Several rebel ofﬁ
cers and men came upon the Ridge at different
times and were promptly taken prisoners, but they
were soon discovered by the main body of the
enemy and summoned to surrender but refused. A
line of battle eight deep was formed around them
and charged their position. The little party re
pulsed them with loss, but ﬁnding it impossible to
hold out against a whole rebel army, sent in one
of the captive ofﬁcers with a ﬂag of truce and
surrendered. Mr. Savage smashed his gun over a
log when his arms were demanded, and threw away
the revolver of Lieut. Earl which that ofﬁcer had
handed to him. He was then ordered by a rebel
officer to go and get it but refused. The prisoners
were searched and stripped and were soon on the
way to Richmond where they were lodged at the
Royster House, which like Libby prison had been a
tobacco warehouse. Afterward M r. Savage was sent
to Castle Thunder and drew his rations from Libby
prison. The sudden change from full fare to prison
fare told heavily on all. From Richmond he was
sent to Danville. Va., where he remained until

April, 1864, when he was transferred to Anderson

714

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

ville, where he was again stripped. His outﬁt on
entering that prison was a pair of drawers, one
shoe, one sock, a part of a blouse and a piece of a

shirt for a cap. He also had a knife, one edge of
which was a saw, that he carried through all his
army and prison experience, and now has it at
home in a case with many of the trinkets he made
' during his captivity. It aided him well in passing
away the time, and is highly prized as a relic of
those dark days. He was in Andersonville during
its crowded period, when thirty thousand men were
there cooped up. The rations consisted of a little
cornmeal and bean soup, and the horrors defy all

description. Mr. Savage was next sent to Charles
ton, where he was guarded on the open ground.
The city was bombarded by Federals and shells
were continually ﬂying over and around them.
We next ﬁnd him in a prison pen in Florence,
S. C., where he remained during the winter. During
that time he worked two weeks on a plan for escape
which failed. In addition to the clothing before
mentioned he had secured a pair of pants from a
dead man and had a shoe upon one foot, and asock
upon the other. He slept out of doors, and in the
morning arose to ﬁnd himself covered with snow.
The intense cold caused much suffering among the
people. About January, 1865, he was sent to
Wilmington, N. C., then to Goldsborough, and
then returned to Wilmington. \Vhen we again
see him in Goldsborough he was a free man, the
war having ended. The prisoners were paroled at

doctor‘s verdict was “too weak and sick." The
vessel was lost that took his comrade North and all
perished, so what seemingly was a hardship turned
out to the advantage of our subject. When the
call was made which took his comrade he also
stood up with the others but fell to the floor before
he could be counted. Only those well enough to
make the trip were to go, and in consequenCe Mr.
Savage had to remain. He staid in the hospital
until stronger and then went by boat to Annapolis,
where he continued in a hospital until March.
From that time until April 10 he was in St. Louis,
and then started to Chicago. On the train he
heard of Lee’s surrender. His journey had com
pletely sapped his strength, and on reaching his
destination he was unable to walk. A wealthy
gentleman, performing the act of the good Samai
'tan, took him in a carriage to a hotel, paid his
lodging, cw... had the landlord take him to the

train for Waukegan, and did everything possible
for his comfort.
In the meantime no news at home had been
received from Mr. Savage and his friends and
family thought him dead. From Waukegan he
went to home in Antioch Township and knocked at >
the door of the little log cabin. His wife opened
the door and fell fainting to the ﬂoor. He dropped
into a chair unable to put forth another effort.

low, who came to him. Mr. Savage whispered to
call his comrades, which the negro did. They came
and carried him on astretcher to the hospital where
he raved in delirium for eleven days, tearing off
the clothes and not knowing what he did. Here

The joy of this meeting can be better imagined
than described. For seventeen and a half months
Mr. Savage had lain in prison. All summer long
he could do nothing but sit at home in a chair, and
is yet unable to do a full day’s work, his health
having been permanently impaired by his prison
experiences. Of the twenty-seven of the regiment
who were captured with him only seven came out
of prison alive, and of these there are but two sur
vivors to-day.
Since returning from the war Mr. Savage has
made his home on section 12, Antioch Township,
where he owns a good farm of eighty acres. For
the past ten years he has kept summer boarders.
The children of the family are: Della, now de
ceased; Ida, widow of Edmund Davis; Orilla, wife

his comrade, William H. Haskins, who had so

of Harmon Garwood;

faithfully stood by him left for the North. Mr.
Savage cried and wanted to go too, but the

Eugene, Laura, Pearl and Joseph. Mr. Savage is
a member of the Grand Army Post of Burlington,

East River, and had to walk nine miles to meet

the Union Army. Mr. Savage started but got lost
in the canebrakes and laid out all night in the rain.
The next day his comrades, missing him, started
back to ﬁnd him. He heard them call his name
but was so weak that he could not answer, and

they passed on.

A negro came by and he rattled

the canes which attracted the attention of the fel

Lewis, Clarence, Carrie,
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and since 1860 has been a supporter of the Re
publican-party. He has helped to make the county
what it is today, having ever taken a commenda
ble interest in its upbuilding, and done all in his
power for the promotion of the general welfare.
He is as true to every duty and trust as he was to
his country in her hours of peril. His army record,
for suffering and hardships, can hardly be sur
passed, but he does not regret the pain he bore to
restore peace to his native land.
-

g
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ILLIAM RAMAKER, one of the early set
W tlers of the county is the owner of a pleas
\/~
ant home situated in a picturesque spot on
the bank of Fox Lake, where is one of the most cele

brated summer resorts of Illinois. He has long been
identiﬁed with the history of‘ the county and his
sketch will therefore prove of interest to many of
our readers. He was born in Gelderland, Holland,
on Christmas Day of 1826. His father, Jacob Ra
maker, was also a native of the same place and
there grew to manhood. By occupation he was a.
farmer and followed that business throughout his
entire life.v His death occurred in 1867, at the age
of chcuty years. His wife survived him two
years. Her maiden name was Henrietta Sesink.
Mr. Ramaker was a prominent member of the
Dutch Reformed Church, and in the absence of the

regular minister often supplied the pulpit. In the
family were seven children, ﬁve of whom came to
America: Gertrude, wife of M. 'I‘erbast; Lida, wife

of William Kesstine; Maria, deceased; John A.,
a resident of Sheboygan, Wis.; Henry, who is liv
ing at the old home; Gerhardt, who is also a resi
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friends and native land and with two brothers, in

1846, sailed for America.

He ﬁrst located in Mil

waukee,thcn a small village, where he followed his

trade until 1849. That year witnessed his arrival
in Lake County. He settled on his present farm.
huilt a log house and began clearing it of the tim
ber and brush, preparatory to plowing and plant
ing. The county to-day bears little resemblance
to the Lake County of forty years ago. There
were deer here at that time, wolves were also some
times seen. The Indians were frequent visitors in
the neighborhood, much of the land was still in
the possession of the Government and even the
most far-sighted could scarcely have imagined the
rapid changes whicli were soon to take place. Mr.
Ramaker continued the cultivation and improve
ment of his farm until the past eight years, since
which time he has given its operation into the
charge of others. In the summer months he en
tertains city boarders, being able to accommodate
one hundred and twenty-ﬁve persons at a time. He
has every convenience which could he wished for
and Fox Lake has become one of the noted pleasure
resorts of the West. Wishing to further beautify
his grounds Mr. Ramaker commenced grading the
lawn and in so doing uncovered a number of In
dian skeletons which had been buried there. He
has laid off some of his land fronting on Petite
and Fox Lakes in lots for summer residences.

Re

cently he refused $2.000 an acre for that which _he
paid $5.
On the 19th of February, 1853, in Antioch, Mr.

Ramaker was united in marriage with Valina Gage,
who was born in New York, and is a daughter of
Eli and Sarah (Elliott) Gage, the ﬁrst settlers in
Antioch, having there located in 1843. One child
has been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Ramaker: Alice,
now the wife of C. B. Little, and has two children,

dent of Sheboygan, Wis.; and .William of this
sketch.
Our subject spent his early boyhood days under
the parental roof. He began life for himself at the
tender age of thirteen when he was apprenticed to
learn the tailor’s trade, serving a term of three
years. His education was acquired mostly at home,
his father keeping a select evening school although
it was contrary to the laws of the country. When

Valina B. and Henrietta D. They reside on the old
homestead. Besides they have an adopted son,
Frank, whom they adopted when seven months old_
He is a farmer of Lyons County, Iowa.
()ur subject is aself-made man and whatever
success he has met with in life is due to his own
efforts. He worked for one year in Milwaukee as
a tailor and then could collect only >360 in money

a young man of twenty years he bade good-by to

by the utmost etTort for in the new settlement very
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little currency was in circulation. He believes
that the whole town could not have furnished
$1,000 in cash at that time. He has prospered in
his business enterprises and of his means has given
liberally for the advancement of the county’s in
terests and those enterprises which are calculated
to promote the general welfare. The cause of edu
cation has found in him a warm friend and sup
porter he having done not a little for the good of
the schools of this community. He is outspoken,
fearless in defense of what he believes to be right
and is a worthy member of the Methodist Church.
to which M rs. Ramaker also belongs.

Pennsylvania, May 28, 1845.

They have become

parents of eleven children, nine of whom are yet

living: Elma'C" who was born March 12, 1863;
Charles Elmer, who was born February 4, 1865,

and died August 24, 1866; Belle, who was born
February 12, 1867, was educated in the Wauconda

graded schools and is now the wife of Isaac Fair
weather, of Wauconda Township; William L., who
was born December 2, 1868, was a student in Val
paraiso College, of Indiana; Lizzie M., who was
born September 27, 1870, and attended school in
Libertyville; Harry L., born August 31, 1872;

Vinnie, October 17-, 1874; Emma, July 6, 1876;
Frank, December 28, 1878; W. Edmund, June 1,
1881; and Lucy M., January 15, 1884.

She was

'pl lsilEQY-Q'
the youngest of the family and died on the 11th
of June, 1884.

.JIMOTHY BACON, who resides on section
~\\ 10, Wauconda Township, is a representative
:‘

l
.
‘s (7’
farmer and one of the most extensive
breed

ers and growers of Jersey cattle in the county. He
is a native of Broome County, N. Y., and the
youngest in a family of eleven children whose par
ents were Asahel and Rebecca (Wilkes) Bacon.
The father was a lative of Connecticut and died at
the age of sixty-three years.

His wife, who was

also born in the same State, passed away at the age
of eighty-four years, and her mother reached the
advanced age of ninety-six years. Of their family,
Alfred, the eldest, is now deceased; Edmund is liv
ing a retired life in Wisconsin; Julia; John;
Charles, deceased; William; Mollie, who is living

in Kansas; Clancy 0.. deceased; Sebastian and
Elias arc the other members of the family.
The subject of this sketch is a self-made man,
both educationally and in a ﬁnancial sense. The
only advantages he received were such as were of
fered in a log school-house, and at the age of thir
teen he began life for himself. He went as a mail
boy at that time and also drove oxen until sixteen
years of age. The following year he entered the
pinerics of \Visconsin, where he remained from
1848 until 1868. His place of residence was
changed in 1844, in which year he accompanied his
mother to Indiana.
While working in Wisconsin Mr. Bacon was man
ried to Miss Elizabeth Miller, who was born in

‘

When the late war broke out Mr. Bacon offered
his services to the Government at the second call
of President Lincoln for troops, in 1861, but hav

ing a broken bone, he was not accepted. He has
made farming and stock-raising his life work and
has met with excellent success in his business ca
reer. He now owns two hundred acres of valuable
land under a high state of cultivation and equipped
with all the improvements necessary to the model
farm. Much of his attention he devotes to stock
raising, being one of the most extensive breeders of
registered Jersey cattle in Northern Illinois. He
now has on his farm about seventy head and has
shipped to diﬁerent parts of the country some of

the ﬁnest Jerseys ever seen. His horses and hogs
are also of excellent grades. In politics Mr. Bacon
s a Prohibitionist and a man of decided opinions,
who has made it his aim in life to support men of
honor and principle at the local elections. The
cause of education has ever found in him a warm
friend and for almost twenty-ﬁve years he has
served as School Director. While in Grand Rap
ids, Wis., he was Clerk of the Board of Directors

for many years, resigning the position on his re
moval to Lake County. Other enterprises calcu
lated to upbuild and beneﬁt the community have
also received his support and he has done not a lit
tle for the interests of the community in which he
makes his home. He now holds the important po
sition of President of the county organization of
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the Patrons of Industry. The Roseville Lodge, of
Waucouda Township, was organized February 9,
1891, the ﬁrst in the county and is one of the larg
est organizations. having a membership of about a
hundred. Of this Mr. Bacon was made President
and when the county organization was effected in
Wauconda, on the 10th of March of the present

year, he was chosen the presiding ofﬁcer. There
are now thirteen subordinate lodges in the county
and the order is constantly growing in numbers and
in interest.

Mr. Bacon ranks among the enterpris

ing and progressive farmers of the community and
for his success in life he deserves great credit, hav
ing worked his way upward from a lowly position
to one of wealth and afﬂuence.
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entered a large tract, all of which now belongs to
Mr Wheeler, as he is the only living member of
the family.

He was an energetic farmer, practical,

yet progressive and operated his farm in Ela
Township with excellent success for forty years,
when on account of failing eye-sight he was com
pelled to retire from active business life.
On the 17th of October, 1849, Mr. Wheeler led
to the marriage altar Miss Bathsheha Garwood, who
was born near Meadville, Pa., on the 12th of Octo
her 1830. Mrs. Wheeler was a daughter of Stephen
Garwood. Her mother died when she was a child
and her father moved his family to this county in
1845. There were two sons and four daughters of
whom Mrs. Wheeler was the fourth in order of
birth; Joseph, the eldest, married and lived in

“39" W-{m
\ ANIEL F. WHEELER, a retired farmer now

residing in Libertyville, Ill., and one of the
/ pioneer settlers of the county, was born in
Herkimer County, N. Y., December 12, 1824. He
is descended on both sides from early New Eng
land families and his maternal grandfather, who was
a valiant soldier of the Revolutionary War, served

as Captain at the battle of Bunker Hi11.

His

parents were William and Diantha (Hayden)
Wheeler. The former a native' of Vermont and
the latter of New York. In their family were six

Lake County until his death, which occurred about
1860. He left two children who survive him.
Melinda, became the wife of John Porter and they
are now residents of the village of Antioch; Mary,
is the wife of John C. Drake, formerly of Lake
County, who died about a year ago, and she is now
living in Wood River, Neb.;Nimrod died in early
manhood; Mrs. Wheeler is the next younger; and
Sarah is the widow of Dr. Bullock of Waukegan.
who was a leading practitioner of that city until his
death which occurred three years ago. They were
. parents of three children. Unto Mr. and Mrs
Wheeler were born four children, three of whom.

are now living—Sylvester S., born August 30,

children, four sons and two daughters, as follows:

1851, married Susan Newton, a native of England,

William who died in 1840 at the age of twenty
years; the second child died in infancy; Daniel F.

by whom he had four children, and now operates
the home farm in Ela Township; Alfred H., born
July 27, 1853, died at the age of nineteen years;
Edson D., a practicing physician of Libertyville, is

of this sketch; and Mary, who became the wife of

Henry H. Cronkhite and lived in Illinois until her
death about seven years ago, leaving a family of

represented elsewhere in this work; Anson P., who

three children who are now living; Sarah, who

was born March 18, 1868, married Annie Mason

married Lester Morse and had three children, (one
yet living,) died about 1860; William, enlisted in
the Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, and was killed
at the battle of Chickamauga.
Our subject is the only survivor of the family.
He was reared to manhood in his native State and
in 1845, at the age of twenty-ﬁve years, emigrated
Westward. He cast his lot with the early settlers
of Lake County, where he entered an eighty—
aere tract ofland. At the same time his father

and unto them has been born one child. He re
sides at home and devotes his energies to the opera
tion of a ﬁfty-acre farm adjoining the village of
Libertyville. The mother of this family was called
to her ﬁnal rest in 1873.
Three years later, in 1876, Mr. Wheeler was

again married, his second union being with Miss
Jane Blodgett, of Palatine, Ill., who was born in
Canada, June 9, 1833. He and his wife are worthy

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church of
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Libertyville and are highly respected citizens.
Forty-six years have passed since our subject came
to the county and the long years of his residence
have made him familiar with the history of its
growth and upbuilding.

one hundred and sixty acres between Lake Maria
and Grass Lake which makes it well suited for a
summer resort. The hotel which he has erected
will accommodate from forty to seventy-ﬁve
boarders. Everything possible is done for the con
venience and enjoyment of his guests and this enter

prise will doubtless prove a paying investment.
Mr. Eﬁuger was married in Chicago, April 17,
1865, to Miss Genevieve Schwarz, who is also a

$MHE~¢
OHN EFINGER, a well known citizen and
proprietor of a popular summer resort situ

1 ated near Lake Maria and Grass Lake, on
(Q) section 23, West Antioch Township, is of
German birth. He was born in Wurtemburg. May
9, 1836, and is one of seven children whose pa rents.

Andrew and Mary (Schweitzer) Eﬁnger, who were
also born and reared in that locality. Their mar
riage was celebrated about 1832. By occupation,
Mr. Eﬁnger was a farmer and followed that business
throughout his entire life. He died in 1863, at the
age of sixty-ﬁve years. Mrs. Etinger was called to
her ﬁnal rest in 1876. He served as Alderman of
his town, as town Treasurer and was a weil-to-do

farmer and prominent citizen. Both he and his
wife were members of the Catholic Church. Of
their six children one, Anna, died in Germany.
John is the eldest living; Martin is a farmer resid
ing in Waukegan; Barbara is still living in the old
country; and Agnes and Mary both died in Ger
many.
Our subject remained in Germany until nine
teen years of age and received a good common
school education in his native town. When a
young man be resolved to seek his fortune in the
New World and in 1856 sailed for America. After
three months spent in New York he continued his
travels to Chicago, and later worked for six years
in the Michigan pineries. He then again worked
for two years in Chicago or until 1865, when be
cast his lot with the farmers of Antioch Township.

Purchasing land on section 23. he began clearing it
of the timber and brush, plowed and planted and
in the course of time was reaping abundant harvests.
Year after year saw his cleared territory increase in

native of Wurtemburg, Germany.

Her parents,

Joseph and Mary A. Schwarz, were also born in
Germany and there spent their entire lives. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Eﬁnger have been born eight chil
dren—Andrew, of Waukegan. Edward, Frank, of
Waukegan, Alfred, Sophia, Rosa, Lucy and Cora.
The children have been well educated both in the
English and German tongues.
With only $2 in his pocket Mr. Eﬁnger reached
this country and beginning at the lowest round of
the ladder has steadily worked his way upward.
Prosperity has come to him, but it is not the result
of mere good luck but the outcome of invested
energy, industry, perseverance and good manage
ment. In politics he is independent, voting for the
man rather than the party.

___.H_g.$e.3_+_;*__
“,OHN MOONEY, a farmer, brick manufac
turer and dealer in shade trees, is a pioneer

settler of Deerﬁeld Township, now East
@ }

Deerﬁeld, and resides on section 27, his

post-ofﬁce being Highland Park. He was born in
County Monaghan, Ireland, August 1, 1838, and
is a son of James and Maria Mooney. His parents
were also natives of the Emerald Isle and with
their family they emigrated from that country to
America in 1844, arriving in the town of Deerﬁeld,

Lake County, in October that year. His father
pre-empted forty acres of land on section 27 of
that town where he made his home until his death,
which occurred in November, 1855. The mother
survived her husband about nine years, and died in
New Orleans in the spring of 1864, where she had

extent and better improvements added. Every
building, fence. etc. upon the place stands as a

gone to care for her son, an in valid soldier. There

monument to his thrift and enterprise.

were ﬁve sons and four daughters in the family—

He owns
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Thomas, the eldest. was an engineer on a steamer
Januniy 31,1876,died August 2, 1882; Mary Ellen.
in Southern waters at the time of the breaking out . born October 29, 1877; Margaret Frances, July 2,
1879; Frances Lydia, born January 30, 1882, died
of the Rebellion. He was forced into the Confed
erate army, from which he made his escape after a
on the 9th of August following. The mother of this
family was called to her ﬁnal rest October 7, l882,
service of two years and enlisted in the Union
army. He died of cholera in Galveston, Tex.,
and Mr. Mooney was again married June 3, 1884,
while on his way to get the body of his mother.
Miss Margaret Peters becoming his Wife. She was
born in County Tipperary, lreland, and is a daugh
John, was a soldier of the Twentieth Illinois Infan
ter of Thomas Peters. By the second marriage
try; Bridget, married Joseph Phillips of Chicago;
there are two children, a son and a daughter—Jane
Ann is single, and resides in Chicago; James, was a
born July 24, 1885, and Alexander John, Septem
soldier of the One Hundred and Thirteenth Illinois
ber 23, 1887.
Infantry, and is now married and resides in Mis
souri; Ellen is single, and resides in Chicago; Syl
Mr. Mooney has a well-improved farm of two
vester was a soldier, and wedded Mary Decker, his
hundred acres in East Deerﬁeld and resides on sec
tion 27. adjoining the west limits of Highland
home being now in Chicago; Elizabeth is married
Park. In 1886 he engaged in the manufacturing of
and resides in Lincoln, Neb.
brick
near his home and has since carried on busi
John Mooney, the subject of this sketch, was
ness
in
that line in connection with farming. For
brought up on a farm and engaged in agricultural
the past twelve years he has been engaged exten
pursuits on reaching manhood.
Having three
sively in setting out shade trees in Chicago and the
brothers in the army in the late war, it devolved
northern suburban towns. By contract he sup
on him to stay at home, attend to the business in
plied and set out many of the large trees_ncar the.
terests and care for his mother and sisters. How
lake in Lincoln Park. Chicago. For two years he
ever he was drafted, September 24, 1864, and while
was engaged inlgthe grocery business '_on the West
others were seeking some physical defect that might
Side, and for one year in Highland Park in the
exempt them from service, he asked the examining
same line. He and his family are members of the
surgeon to pass him without examination, as he
Catholic Church, and in politics he is independent.
knew he was perfectly sound. His request was not
granted of course, but he was passed and went
Mr. Mooney is one of the oldest survivors of the
in as a noted case where a drafted man was found
early settlers of East Deerﬁeld, which was but a

who did not claim that anything was the matter

wilderness when he came here, a child six years of

with him. He was assigned to the One Hundred
and Thirteenth New York Infantry, and did

age. His acquaintance is extensive and he is highly
respected by all.

duty under Gen. Thomas and later under Gen.
Sherman. He was in the battle of Nashville and
that of Kingston, and was mustered out in June,
1865.
On his return from the war Mr. Mooney resumed
farming. In the following November he wedded
Miss Theresa McAdams, a daughter of Daniel
McAdams. She was born in Deerﬁcld Township
where her family were among the early settlers.
Mr. and Mrs. Mooney became the parents of eight
children, three sons and' ﬁve daughters—Daniel,
the eldest, who was born September 12, 1866, died
December 14, 1884; Thomas, was born May 27.

1868; Mary Rose Ann, June 18, 1870; Joseph
Francis, November 17, 1872; Mary Elizabeth, born

/' EORGE VASEY, one of the successful and
{G enterprising farmers of Wauconda'l‘own
ship. residing on section 1, claims England as
the land of his nativity. He was born on the 12th of
February, 1836. in Sherburn, Yorkshire, and is the

elder of two sons whose parents were Francis and
Ann (Glaves) Vasey. His only brother who was
born April 12, 1839, is also an agriculturist of
\Vauconda Township and married Miss Jane Rich
ardson. The father of our subject was born in
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Yorkshire, November 23, 1807, and by occupation
was a farmer. In May, 1854 he took passage at
Liverpool upon a westward bound sailing vessel,
which after a long and stormy passage of six weeks
dropped anchor in the harbor of New York. Pro
ceeding up the Hudson River and on to Rochester,
he at length reached Toronto, Canada, where
he spent about eighteen months, coming from
there to Illinois. He located in McHenry County
in 1855, and there engaged in farming for about
seven years, when with his family he came to Lake
County, and purchased one hundred and sixty acres
of land in Wauconda TOWnship, upon which he
made his home until his death on the 30th of July,
1876. His wife, who was born in Yorkshire. Eng
land, June 15, 1797, died November 12,1880,aud

was laid to rest by the side of her husband in
V010 Cemetery.
Our subject acquired a good English education
in private schools in his native land. He is a sec
ond cousin of the renowned Prof. George Vasey,

the great botanist of Washington D. C. He re
mained in his native land until eighteen years of
age, when with his parents he crossed the Atlantic
to America and some years later he married Miss
Anne E. Fisher, who was born in Wauconda Town
ship, and is a daughter of Thomas Fisher, a native
of Yorkshire, England, born in 1818. He married
Elizabeth Fairweather, also a native of that county,
and on emigrating to America took up their resi

July 26, 1887, and one child who was born March
29, 1890, died on the 24th of May following.

Mr. Vasey is regarded as one of the practical and
progressive farmers of Wauconda Township. lle‘
n0w owns and operates four hundred acres of
valuable land, the greater part of which is under
a high state of cultivation and pays agolden tribute
to his care and labor. He also pays considerable
attention to stock-raising and not an inferior ani
mal can be found upon the place. The buildings
are kept in good repair and in its appointments and

equipments, Mr. Vasey’s may be considered a model
farm. The home of the family is the abode of hos
pitality and its members hold a high position iu_the
social world. Mr. Vasey is a stauch advocate of
Republican principles, who cast his ﬁrst vote for
Abraham Lincoln and has since labored in the in
terest of the party. For many years he has served
as School Director and is now holding the position
of Clerk of the Board. As a warm friend to the
cause of education, he has done much for the schools
of this community and to advance their stand
ard of excellence. He is a member of the Patrons
of Industry of V010, and he and his wife attend
the Methodist Church, while to all worthy and
charitable enterprises they give liberally of their
means. We feel sure that this sketch will be re
ceived with ‘interest by many of our readers for
the Vasey family is well and favorably known
throughout the community.

dence in Lake County, Ill., where Mr. Fisher enter

ed Government land, builta. log cabin and began
the development of a farm. He was a shoemaker
by trade but in this country devoted his energies to
agricultural pursuits. He and his wife were num
bered among the pioneers of Lake County and were
worthy, respected people whose loss was deeply
regretted by many friends. Both died in Walloon
da, Mr. Fisher in May, 1864, and his wife in De
cember, 1883.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Vasey have been born ten
children,seven sons and three daughters, namely
Amos A., born December 3, 1867 ; Job F., May 22,

1870; George A., December 2, 1872; Anna E., Oc
tober 26, 1875; Thomas U., September 11,1877;
Abel John,July 31, 1879; Lucelia M., March 23,

1882;’Emma Laura, April 27, 1884; Jay Finish,

I

E

APT. OTHO H. MORGAN, president of
@ the Chicago Varnish Company, and an
m early settler of Highland Park, was born in
Lawrenceburg, Ind., August 11, 1838. His parents
were Elisha and Catherine tCoit) Morgan, who
were natives of Connecticut. The father was born
in Lisbon, and the mother in Plainﬁeld, that State,

and were descended from old New England fami
lies of Welsh origin. His mother died in Decem
ber, 1863, but the father is still living and resides
in Ripon, Wis.

Capt. Morgan was reared to manhood in Cincin
nati, Ohio, where he attended the public schools.
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He also attended the \Villiston Seminary at East

non, Ohio.

Hampton, Mass, and on completing his literary

children. three sons and three daughters—William
P., Anson 0., Elisha, Catherine Coit, Helen Van
Deren and Julia.
In political sentiment. Capt. Morgan is a stanch
Republican, and has twice served as Alderman and
once as Mayor of Highland Park. He and his
wife are members of the Presbyterian Church.
Socially he is a Mason and has attained to the
thirty-second degree, being a member of A. O. Fay

education, engaged as merchant's clerk in Cincin
nati, where he continued until the breaking out of
the late war.

In December, 1861, he enlisted

from Indiana, and was commissioned Second Lieu~

tenant in the Second Indiana Battery Light Artil
lery, which was assigned to duty in the Army of
the Cumberland. He participated in the siege of
Corinth, was with Gen. Buell in pursuit of Bragg

Of their union have been born six

in Tennessee and Kentucky, was in the battle of

Lodge, No. 676, A. F. dz A. M., of Highland Park.

Chickamauga, and took part in the Atlanta cam~
paign and the capture of the city. He was pro

of Apollo Commandery, No. l, K. T., of Chicago;
and of Oriental Consistory, also of Chicago. He
holds membership with John A. Logan Post, G. A.
R , of Evanston, and of the Illinois Commandery,
Military order Loyal Legion. The Captain- is
widely known as an enterprising and successful
business man of Chicago, and is held in high
esteem for his unswerving integrity and unsullied
record. He has been a resident of Highland Park
for nearly twenty years, where he has won the
friendly regard of his fellow-citizens in a marked
degree.

moted to the rank of Captain in March, 1864, and

was mustered out in December of that year, at the
end of his term of enlistment.
()n his return from the war Mr. Morgan engaged
in the varnish business in Chicago, in company
with Mr. A. C. Potwin. The business was carried
on by them, and was incorporated in 1885, as the
Chicago Varnish Company. Mr. Morgan was
made Vice-president of the company on its organi
tion, and in 1889 succeeded to the position of Presi
dent, which he now holds.

In the matter of ﬁres

Capt. Morgan has had a peculiar and extensive ex
perience. In the great ﬁre of Chicago on the 9th

Egil

.

;;

and 10th of October, 1871, he lost his business

plant and stock and his residence with its contents,
involving a heavy loss on which the greater part of
insurance was worthless, owing to the magnitude
of the losses sustained by insurance companies on
that occasion and the consequent failure of many
of them. In the spring of 1872 he erected a ﬁne
residence in Highland Park on Port Clinton Ave
nue, where he made his home until it was destroyed
by ﬁre. He is now building an elegant residence
on the site of his former home, which he expects to
occupy in August, 1891. In addition to his other
losses by ﬁre, Capt. Morgan had his present sum

DSON D. WHEELER, M. I)., a leading phy
E sieian of Libertyville, and one of thé enter

Lr" prising and wide-awake business men of
that place, was born in Ela Township, Lake County,
on the 8th of August, 1855, and was the third child
of Daniel F. and Bathsheba E. Wheeler, whose

sketch appears elsewhere in this work.

His early

life was spent on his father’s farm where he was

trained to habits of industry. Of a studious dis
position, he soon mastered the branches taught in
the common schools, successfully passed an exam

On the 19th of January, 1864, Capt. Morgan

ination for a teacher’s certiﬁcate and at the early
age of seventeen began teaching in the schools of
Lake County. His ﬁrst experience as a pedagogue
was at Lake Zurich, where he taught two consecu
tive winters. He then engaged with Mr. Horton
of that place as clerk in a general store, where he

was united in marriage in Terre Haute, Ind., with

remained until September 15, 1874, when he went

mer residence, near Oakwood, on Green Lake,Wis.,

destroyed. He has since rebuilt it and the family
have not been deprived of their picturesque sum
mer home.

Miss Julia, daughter of Anson C. and Helen (Van

to Nebraska on a visit and continued his Westward

Deren) Potwin.

journey until arriving at the Golden Gate.

The lady is a native of Mt. Ver

In
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California he once more embarked in teaching, but

ing a lucrative business and the conﬁdence and

after a term of six months at Bear River, he

esteem of all who know him. His professional
skill is fully recognized and he is well worthy the
liberal patronage which he receives. Socially he
is a worthy member at Libertyville Lodge, No.
492, A. F. dz A. M., and is at present occupying
the second place in honor and responsibility as an
ofﬁcer in that lodge. Among his fellow-townsmen

returned to Illinois and again entered the employ

of Mr. Horton of Lake Zurich.

The succeeding

autumn, however. saw him on route for California

In answer to a telegram from Supt. Graves calling
him to take charge of a school on the Sacramento
River near Colusa. He was there employed for
eight months and then engaged to teach a term of
four months in the Eagle district, just north of
Sacramento City, making twelve months consecu
tive teaching in the year. After a short vacation
he once more resumed his labors and at the close
of the term started on a iourney, traveling by way

he holds high rank as an agreeable companion,

whose extended travels, supplemented by natural
versatility, make him an entertaining conversa
tionalist.

of San Francisco, the Golden Gate and down the

coast into Arizona. He went from San Diego by
stage to Ft. Yuma. and spentseveral weeks trav
eling in the mining districts of Arizona. On his
return to California he secured a position as teacher

' '

LOYD M. BERGEN, M. D.,a rising young
J physician of Highland Park, is a native of
. Iowa. He was born in Birmingham, Van

near Marysville, and on the completion of a six

Buren County, Novcmber 21, 1865, and is a_s0n of

months’ term and after an absence of nearly three

the Rev. George P. and Mary M. (Bentley) Bergen.
His father was born in New Hampshire, and was
brought up from childhood in Kentucky. He he
came a minister of the Presbyterian Church about
1846, married Miss Mary M. Bentley of Cattar
augus County, N. Y., and in 1862, removed to
Birmingham, low'a. They have four children, three
sons and a daughter, all of whom are living. The
eldest is the Rev. Paul D. of the Presbyterian
Church, who is now a missionary in China, sta
tioned at Chenanfoo, Shantung Province, where
he has been on duty the past eight years. He
wedded Miss Mary McKinney who accompanied
him on his mission. George B. married Miss
Hattie Welch and resides in Highland Park. His
wife, who possesses superior musical talent, is now
in Germany pursuing a course of study under the
best musical instructors of that country. The third
and youngest son, Dr. L. M. is a practicing physi
cian of Highland Park. Nora, the only daughter,
was educated in Oberlin and resides with her
mother and brothers in Highland Park. The father
died in Birmingham, Iowa, April 11, 1876.
The subject of this sketch. Dr. Bergen, received
his literary education at Lake FOrest University,

years, he again started l'lastward and soon reached

his old home.
Previous to this time, Mr. Wheeler had begun
the study of medicine at Yuba City, Cal., having
devoted nearly a year to private study while teach
ing and during vacation. When he again reached
Lake County he taught a term of school in the
home district and at the same time continued his
medical studies under the direction of Dr. Huwlett
of Palatine. In the fallof 1878 he entered Hahne
mann Medical College of Chicago, from which he
was graduated in 1880 with high honors. The
class was composed of eighty-ﬁve students, coming
from nearly evcrv State in the Union, and Dr.

Wheeler may well feel proud of the fact that he
carried oh“ the second prize, which was a beautiful
buggy medicine case, ﬁlled with the necessary
medicines and other articles calculated to ease the
ills of mankind.
On leaving school the Doctor spent two years in
travel, visiting nearly every State in the Union,
including a third visit to the Paciﬁc Coast, and
gained many useful hints concerning his chosen
life work. He then returned to the parental roof
and at the solicitation of friends embarked in prac
tice m Libertyville, where we now ﬁnd him enjoy

taking a classical course. In 1885, he entered Rush

Medical College of Chicago, from which institu
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tion he was graduated in February, 1889. After
spending a short time in practice at Lake Forest,
be located at Highland Park, and has since pursued
his profession in that city. He is a local surgeon
for the Chicago dz Northwestern Railroad Com
pany, and is examining surgeon for the following
named insurance companies: The Penn Mutual,

in the hospital until his arm had recovered, when
he rejoined his regiment and continued in the ser
vice until the ulose of the war. He participated
in many of its hard-fought battles and experienced
the usual hardships of army life. \Vhen hostilities
had ceased he was honorably discharged and re

Royal Arcanum; Independent Order of Foresters,

William Henry Seymour received the advan
tages of a liberal education in his youth. His
training in the public schools was supplemented
by a course in the Academy at Hamilton, N. Y.
He received his business training in his uncle's

Modern Woodmen of America, Ancient Order of
United Workmen, Home Circle, Order of Tonti
and Iron Hall. He is a member of the Royal
Arcanum, and also belongs to Court Highland, N0.

turned to his home in_Minnesota.

31, I. O. O. F. Dr. Bergen isa Republican in
political sentiment as are all of his brothers. He
is a member of the Presbyterian Church, to which
his mother, brothers and sister also belong. While
his experience in professional service has been
comparatively brief Dr. Bergen has been success
ful and is rapidly working into a good practice. He
is a member of the Lake County Medical Society,
and is a liberal patron of the best medical publica
tions extant.

store at New Orleans, which he entered at the age

,lLLIAM HENRY SEYMOUR, a retired
M farmer and one of the most prominent and
\
highly respected citizens of Waucouda,
claims New York as the State of his nativity. He
was born in Otsego County, January 5, 1828, and
when quite young was left an orphan. His father,
Daniel Seymour, died in 1830, when our subject
was but two years old. He was a tailor by trade

Hill. 'By their union two children have been born,

but spent the greater part of his lifein agricultural

pursuits. He married Ann D. Oakey, a native of
New York who also died during the childhood of
her son.

William H. is one of ﬁVe children, the

eldest of Whom, Efﬁngham, died in his youth; Mary
0. and Samuel 0. are both deceased; Daniel E. is a

wealthy citizen and successful banker of Chippewa
Falls, Wis., and our subject completes the number.
His brother Samuel served through the entire War
of the Rebellion. He enlisted in a Minnesota reg
iment of infantry, and at the terrible battle of Bull
Run, on Sunday, July 21,186l, was wounded in the
right arm. Thus disabled he was forced to remain

of seventeen, becoming a clerk in that establish
ment. At the age of nineteen he was admitted to
partnership in the business and later with his

brothers engaged in the wholesale and retail gro
cery business in that city until 1854. Mr. Sey
mour then returned to New York where he remained
for one season and then emigrated Westward, lo
eating in Michigan where the succeeding year was
passed. His next place of residence was McHenry
County. Ill., and his business that of farming.
In the year of his return to his native State, Mr.
Seymour was united in marriage with Miss Sarah
M. Hill, daughter of Seth and Deborah Ann (Clark)
both daughters, Carrie Ann and Mary 0. The
latter died in infancy. The former acquired a
good education in the Wauconda schools and is
also a musician of ability. On the 13th of June,
1883. she became the wife of E. W. Brooks and
their union was blessed with one daughter—Jennie
'\V. S., now aged seven years, and who is attending
school in Wauconda, and is a very bright and in
telligent young lady, especially showing a marked
aptitude for mathematics. '
For a number of years Mr. Seymour engaged in
agricultural pursuits in this county and afterward
spent four years of his life in Minnesota, where he
also engaged in farming. On his return he settled
in Wauconda, where he has since made his home
and is a prominent and influential citizen of that
that place. For some four years after his return
he merchandised in Waucouda. By his own in
dustrious and persevering efforts he has accumu
lated a ﬁne property and become one of the wealthy

7'24

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

men of the community. His home is a beautiful
residence situated on Main Street. It was erected
at a cost of $2.700 is quite commodious and in its
furnishings gives evidence of reﬁnement and cul
tured taste. Those who inhabit this beautiful
dwelling hold a high position in the social world
and their friends in the community are many.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Seymour in religious belief
hold the views of the Baptist Church. He is a
Democrat in politics and as every true American
citizen'should do manifests an interest in political
affairs but has never been a politician in the sense
of ofﬁce-seeking.

Whatever tends to uphuild his

his town or county, promote the general welfare or

aid in the advancement of the best interests of the
community ﬁnds in him a warm friend, and his
sympathy is always manifested by substantial aid.

~+—__~>a<»- ~ +—
ONAS STEERS, an early settler and enter
prising citizen of Highland Park, is a na
tive of England. He was born in the town
of Bovey Tracey, Devonshire, on the 8th
of January, 1833. His parents were Jonas and
Sarah (Avent) Steers, who were also natives of
Devonshire, and members of old English families.
In the history of the church of his native town,
Mr. Steers’ family name ﬁgures in connection with
the record of the church choir for a period of sev
eral hundred years.
The subject of this sketch enjoyed but limited
educational advantages as the local schools which
he attended were not of a high order, but by read
ing and self-culture, he has to a great extent over
come the lack of early advantages. He learned
the trade of a butcher in his native country and in
the spring of 1853, emigrated to America, landing
at Quebec, Canada. in April of that year. From
Quebec he crossed to the United States and reached
Chicago a few days later. He worked at his trade
for a short time in that city and then opened a
meat market which he carried on successfully un

til 1866.

In the meantime he became largely in

terested in real-estate in Chicago, where he erected
seven houses of fair propontions.

In 1868 he

purchased a tract of land in Highland Park, which

he at once set to work to improve and moved to
this place in October of that year.
Mr. Steers returned to England in 1860, and in
the t0wn of 'l‘orquay, Devonshire, was married on
the 6th of March of that year, to Miss Sarah

Hodge, daughter of Richard and Mary Hodge,
and a native of 'l‘otnass, Devonshire, born Janu

ary 21, 1828. His parents were also descended
from old English stock and both died in their na
tive land. Mr. and Mrs. Steers came to America
soon after their marriage and made their home in
Chicago where their two children were born.
The eldest is Mary Elizabeth, who is now the wife
of William E. Brand, a well-known artist of High
land Park.

The younger child, also a daughter,

died in infancy. Soon after locating in Highland
Park, Mr. Steers opened a meat market in that
place, which he carried on successfully until the
spring of 1887, when he sold out. He had in the
meantime become extensively interested in build
ing nice residences and in improving Belle Ave
nue and adjacent territory, where his property
was situated. Since going out of the butchering
business he has devoted his attention exclusively
to the erection of residences and making public
improvements, all of which has added materially
to the beauty and wealth of the town. He has
put six handsome and valuable buildings in High
land Park, which includes all but one of those on

Belle Avenue and one on Linden Avenue. One of
the most elegant of the lot is that now owned and
occupied by Frederick Fischer.
Mr. Steers was the ﬁrst of his family to emigrate
to America and is therefore its founder in the
United States. His parents remained in England
and are now deceased. 'His mother’s father par
ticipated in the battle of Waterloo under Welling
ton and is supposed to have been killed there. A
sad incident in the family history is related in
connection with that event. On the failure to re
ceive news of her husband after that historic battle
the wife of Mr. Avent, the soldier in question,
started for Belgium by sea in search of her hus
band. The vessel in which she sailed was wrecked
and she was drowned.
Mr. Steers is a Republican in politics and has
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ﬁlled some minor oﬁices but has always disliked
the idea of ofﬁce-holding. He united with the
Baptist Church thirty-ﬁve years ago, was chosen
Deacon two years later and has held that position
thirty-three consecutive years. On the organiza
tion of the Baptist Church at Highland Park he
was one of the original members and became a
leader in the organization of the Highland Park
Sunday-school, of which heis Superintendent, hav
ing served in that capacity for about thirteen
years. He has been actively identiﬁed with the
Deerlield Township Sunday-school Association
and is its present president. Mrs. Steers united
with the Baptist Church in 1877, and the daugh
ter in 1882. Our subject is known as an enter
prising, upright man who has acquired valuable
property by industry, economy and sagaeious busi
ness methods.
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effects and $7 in money, and a large family was
dependent upon him for support. Securing forty
acres of unimproved land on section 30, Antioch

Township, 0n the bank of Petite Lake, he devel
oped a good farm, and added to it from time to
time until he owned two good farms, which as a
reward for his industry and labor furnished his
family with a livelihood. It long continued to be
his home but in 1878 he traded it for property in
Monaville, town of Av0n, where he resided until

his death. He passed away on the 2lst of January,
1888, and his wife departed this life December 31,
1885. Both were members of the Methodist Church
and were numbered among its active and faithful
workers. Mr. Blunt led a busy and useful life;
his dealings were characterized by the strictest
integrity and all who knew him respected him for
his sterling worth. He held a number of local
ofﬁces and was ever true to the trust reposed in

wJWH~.

him.
‘
Of the seven children bom to Mr. and Mrs.
HARLES E. BLUNT, a prominent citizen of
@ \Vest Antioch Township, residing on section
25, is a native of the Empire State.

He was

born in the town of Chili, near Rochester, Monroe
County, December '22, 1846, and is descended from

ancestry who came from Holland to America in
Colonial days, among the number being his pater
nal grandfather or great-grandfather. His father.
Peter K. Blunt, was born in Columbia County, N.
Y., April 4. 1802, and at the age of fourteen years
began learning the wagonmaker’s trade, at which
he served an apprenticeship of seven years. In
consequence his educational advantages were lim
ited, but by extensive reading and observation he
became a well-informed man. While young he
served as a policeman in the city of Albany. On
the 6th of June, 1824, in his native county, he
married Rcbccea Richmond, who was born in
Chatham, Columbia County, and was a descendant
of the Earl of Richmond, of England. They
removed to Canada just prior to the Patriot War
where he met with a number of thrilling adven
tures, and was glad to leave Canada as soon as
possible, and on their return again settled in New
York. In the spring of 1849 they came to Lake
County. His property consisted of his household

Blunt, Mrs. Sarah A. Palmer, of Florence, Kan., is

the eldest; Mrs. Regina Marsh resides in Grand
Junction, Greene County, Iowa; Martin resides in
Marina, Hodgeman County” Kan.; Reuben F.
makes his home in Columbus, Cherokee County,
Kan; Ellen A. is the wife of Edwin Richards, of

Antioch; John W. is living in Brookh'eld, Linn
County, Mo., and Charles E. completes the number.
Our subject became familiar with frontier life in
all its phases.

He can remember when his father

would walk to Kenosha and back in a day and
went to Waukegan to do his trading. He also
paid twenty-ﬁve per cent. interest on borrowed
money in those days. Wild game was plentiful,
including deer, and the Indians had not left for
their home beyond the Mississippi. Charles him
self performed such part of the farm labor as his
boyish strength permitted during the time when
the land was being cleared, and in the winter season
attended school in alog building such as thousands
of others have received their educational training
in. When he had attained to mature years he left
the parental roof and began life for himself. His
father gave him $100 in money, and half of that
sum be expended for his wedding outfit. On the
24th of December, 1871, in Grand Rapids, Mich, he
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was united in marriage with Amelia M. Harden,
daughter of James C. Harden, who became one of

the pioneer settlers of Lake County.

The lady is

a native of Avon Township, and two children

grace their union: Peter Krum and Rena May.
In the spring of 1878 Mr. Blunt purchased his
present farm of one hundred and ﬁfty-four acres,
fronting on Petite Lake for about one hundred
rods. It is a valuable tract of land, well improved
and furnished with good buildings. The owner is
an enterprising and progressive man, well known
throughout the community and numbered among
the worthy citizens of the township. He has held
the ofﬁce of Town Collector but has never sought
public honors by the hands of a political party.
He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Gen. Grant
and has since been a Republican, while socially he
is a member of the Odd Fellows society of Antioch,
being one of the charter members of that order; he
was formerly a member of Salem Lodge of Wis
cousin.

=%e===

Houghton. Her mother died when she was only
eighteen months old. Mrs. Andrews’ educational
advantages were very meagre. She attended
school only three weeks but by diligent study and
reading at home she has become well informed con
cerning all subjects of general interest. Eight
children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. An
drews, ﬁve sons and three daughters, as follows:
Horace, who was born October 17,1845, died at

the age of six years; Albert H., born April 23,
1849, was reared to manhood upon the farm and a

short time before be attained his majority went to
Chicago, where he followed the painter’s trade
until his health failed him, when for some time he

worked for a railroad company. Subsequently he
went West with the hope of regaining his health
but received no beneﬁt as that terrible disease con
sumption was ﬁrmly seated, so he returned home,

where he died on the 1st of May, 1875.

Mary Au

gusta, born July 6, 1851. became the wife of Lewis
Price,a merchant of Waucouda, and died on the

10th of March, 1876; Marcus E., born April 5,
1853, married Miss Della Ray, and is engaged in
painting in Rockefeller; Milo A., who wedded Mary

lg ORACE ANDREWS, deceased, was one of

Morse was born May 12, 1855, and is a merchant

the leading and successful farmers of Ela

of Gilmer; Alice P., born June 30, 1858, is the
wife of Lewis Price; Lucy 1., born July 26, 1861,
is living in Lake Forest; Seward L., born April
29, 1865, married Augusta Kane and they also
make their home in Lake Forest. The children all
received good educational advantages and have
become useful men and women and respected mem

L%. ’

Township.
He 23.
was1807.
a native
born
October
and ofinNew
the York.
usual

manner of farmer lads was reared to manhood, his

time being spent in assisting his father through the
summer months, while in the winter he attended

the common schools, where he acquired a good
practical education. When he had attained his
majority, desiring to engage in some other pursuit
than that to which he was reared, he began learn
ing the carpenter’s trade, and for a number of
years followed that vocation. In an early day he
left his native State with the intention of trying
his fortune in the West and settled in Batavia,
Kane County, Ill., where he embarked in business
as a carpenter and joiner.
It was there that Mr. Andrews became acquainted
with and married Miss Augusta S. Houghton, their
wedding being celebrated on the 12th of January,
1845.

The lady was born in the'Grcen Mountain

State, November 5, 1824, and was the elder of two

daughters, whose parents were Amaziah and Mary

bers of society.

After his marriage, Mr. Andrews continued
working at his trade for about ten years, when in
1855, he came to Lake County and purchased land
on section 1, Ela Township, where he engaged in
farming until his death, which occurred May 22,
1865. He was quite successful in his business
career and accumulated considerable property,
leaving a good farm of one hundred acres which
leaves lns widow in comfortable circumstances.
He took considerable interest in political affairs,
supporting the Republican party by his ballot and
was a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church.
Many friends deeply lamented his death and ex
tended their sympathy to the family in their great
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loss.
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Since the death of her husband, Mrs. An

drews has managed the farm and has a. pleasant and
comfort-able home where she enjoys the respect and
esteem of a large circle of friends and acquain
tances.
'9
'3; 4'
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ILLIAM BRIGGS, deceased, was num
bered among the pioneer settlers of the

pursuits. He died on the 26th of September, 1861,
and his wife departed this life September 26,1890,

at the advanced age of eighty-six years. Their
family numbered four children, but the only son
died when four years of age. The three sisters are
now living, and Mrs. Briggs is the third in order
of birth. By her marriage she has six children,
two sons and four daughters—Emma J., who was
born February 14, 1860, and is now the wife of
Charles Prouty, a farmer of Ela Township; Fan

county and well deserves representation in

nie, died at the age of ten months; Nettie C., born

this volume. In 1837 he came to Illinois and the
following year he located in Ela Township, Lake
County, from which time his history is insepar
abiy connected with that of this locality. A na
tive of Rhode Island, he was born on the 13th
of February, 1811, and his early life was spent
in the usual manner of farmer lads, save, perhaps,
that he had to work harder. His parents were in
very limited circumstances, and at the age of
eleven years he left home and began earning his
own livelihood as a farm hand. He labored in
that capacity until twenty-six years of age, at

September 14, 1864, is the wife of James Gardner,

\/\j

which time he was married, Miss Lucinda Snow,

a native of Massachusetts, becoming his wife.
Soon after his marriage Mr. Briggs emigrated
Westward with the intention of trying his fortune
upon the broad prairies of Illinois. In 1837 be
located in Chicago, then a small hamlet, and the
following spring came to Lake County and entered
a claim in Ela Township, which he purchased
when it came into market. A man of industrious
habits, enterprising'and persevering,he worked
steadily on, and his labors were at length crowned
with prosperity. He became the owner of a valua
ble farm of two hundred and sixty acres of ﬁne
land which yielded to him a golden tribute in re
turn to him for his care and cultivation.
Unto William and Lucinda Briggs were born
eight children, but only one is living at this writ
ing. The mother died February 20, 1858, and on
the lst of May, 1859, Mr. Briggs wedded Sarah J.

Bacon, a native of New Y0rk, born December 12,
1835. Her parents were also natives of the Em
pire State, and in 1855 came to Illinois, locating
in Ela Township. The father was a miller by
trade, but in this county engaged in agricultural

a restaurant keeper of \Vauconda; Etta C., twin
sister of Nettie, died in infancy; Arthur E., born
February ‘23, 1867, and Albert, January 12, 1873,

are both at home with their mother. The death
of Mr. Briggs occurred March 22, 1875, and his
loss was deeply lamented by many friends as well
as his immediate family. Although not a church
member be contributed liberally to the support of
diﬁerent churches and to all benevolent enter
prises, and lived an upright, honorable life, which
won him the high regard of those with whom he
came in contact. Since her husband’s death Mrs.
Briggs has continued to reside upon the old home
farm with her two sons, who operate the farm and
manage the business interests. She isamember of
the Methodist Church and a most estimable lady.
The family is widely and favorably known through
out this community, and they enjoy the high regard
of their many friends.
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E WI'I‘T L. JONES, City Attorney of
Waukegan, is a representative of one
of the pioneer families of Lake County.
His father, Willard Jones, or as he was
familiarly called, “ ’Squire. Jones," was born in the

Empire State, September 16, 1799. Acarpenter
by trade, he worked in that capacity on the Erie
Canal, and in 1833 came to Chicago, which at the
time of his arrival was composed of twenty-ﬁve
buildings, including houses, barns and all.

He re

mained two years in that village, working at his
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trade, and there married Miss Marcia Baxter, the

partner of Charles T. Backus.

wedding taking place on the 1st of October, 1835.

entered into business relations with Peter Fisher,
the partnership continuing for two years, since

Mrs. Jones was born in Weslford, Vt., August 23,

1809, and came to Chicago in 1834. The fall in
which he was married Mr. Jones came to what is
now Warren Township, Lake County, but which
was then a part of Cook County. One part of his
cabin was built on ,the Indian trail. In this rude
house his ﬁrst child, Ann Maria, was born June

27, 1836. She is one of the very ﬁrst white chil
dren to claim nativity within the present limits of
Lake County. The family at length embraced nine
children, but that dread destroyer, scarlet fever,

carried off six of them, four dying within a few
days. The living are: De Witt L., whose name
heads this sketch;- Jennie M., wife of Warren D.
Ford, who resides on the old homestead, and ()rpha

C., who is living in Lake Forest.
Mr. Jones spent his last days on the farm which
he had developed from the land entered from the
Government. He was a well-to-do farmer and a
man who took an active interest in all that per
tained to the public good. In politics he was a,
Democrat until the rise of the Republican party,
to which he ever afterward adhered. For a num
ber of years he held the oﬁlce of Justice of the
Peace. Both he and his wife were consistent mem
bers of the Baptist Church,and their lives were in
harmony with their professions. Mr. Jones’ death
occurred May. 4. 1872, and Mrs. Jones departed
this life in April, 1887.

Thus two more of the

worthy pioneers passed away, leaving to their chil
dren a most valuable legacy—a good name.
De Witt L. Jones ﬁrst opened his eyes to the

light of day in Warren Township on the 25th of
September, 1842.

Until twenty-two years of ago

1115 energies were devoted to acquiring an education
in the district schools, and to work upon his fath

er's farm. ()n the 5th of September, 1864, he
enlisted in Company D, One Hundred and Forty
sixth Illinois Infantry, and served ten months,
mostly on provost duty. Returning to this county
he farmed, taught in the public schools and carried

Subsequently he

which time he has practiced alone.
It was on the 1st of January, 1867, that in \Var
ren Township, Mr. Jones and Miss Ella Burrows

were united in marriage. She wasa native of Jef
ferson County, N. Y., and died July 7, 1875, leav
ing one son, George W., who is interested with
his father in the abstract business. On the 8th of
May, 1877, in Lima, Ind., Mr. Jones wedded Roey

L. Kinney, a native of Lima, born of Scotch par
entage. By this marriage two children have been
born—Bennie L. and Louis D. Mrs. Jones is a
member of the Episcopal Church.
In his social relations Mr. Jones is a Knight
Templar Mason and is a member of \Vaukcgan
Post. No. 374, G. A. R., of which he has been Ju

nior Vice-Commander. He is serving his third year
as First Lieutenant of Company A, lllinois Na

tional Guards.

Politically he is a Republican.

From December, 1887, until December, 1888, he

held the position of State’s Attorney for Lake
County, and is now serving his sixth term as City
Attorney of Waukegan. In professional, as well
as ofﬁcial life, Mr. Jones discharges his duty con
scientiously, without favor to friends and without
fear of enemies.

WM
L.\ ENRY SEIP, who is engaged in general
\ merchandising and is also a dealer in feed,
lime, coal. salt and grain at Lake Zurich,
was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany,
July 19, 1840, and is a son of Henry and Anna
Margaret Scip, both of whom were born in the
same land. His father was engaged in transport
mg freight. Their marriage was celebrated in
1839, and unto them were born ten children,six of

whom are now living and are residents of this
country. The father crossed the Atlantic to
America in 1848,10cating in New York, where he
engaged in farming for about three years, when he

on a private writing school until 1876, when he
entered upon the study of law with Charles Whit
ney, of Waukegan. In November, 1878, he was
came to Lake County, Ill., and purchased a farm in
admitted to the bar and for a short time was a 1 Fremont Township, upon which he resided until
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his death, which occurred about 1856.

His wife

long survived him, dying in January, 1891.
The subject of this sketch was a lad of only nine
summers when he left Germany with his parents.
After his father’s death he remained with his
mother and operated the home farm until twenty
ﬁve years of age. In 1865 he married Miss Caro
line Ritta, who was born in Fremont Township. of
German parentage. Her father and mother were
born in Germany and came to Lake County in an
early day. Mr. Ritta was a shoemaker by trade,
but spent the latter part of his life in agricultural
pursuits. Mr. Seip is the second of a family of
eleven children, of whom ﬁve are now living. A
younger brother was in the Twenty-fourth Illinois,
and was killed at Chickamauga. Thirteen chil
dren have been born by the union of our subject
and his wife, ﬁve sons and eight daughters, of
whom two are now deceased—Henry William,
born September 1, 1866, died at the age of ten
months.

Peter Albert, who was born November
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subsequently into Kentucky, but after a short
time orders came to go to Missouri. He served
only about two months when he was discharged,
March 18 following, on account of a crippled
hand. Since his return from the war he has been
variously engaged in business. For about two
years he followed farming and then drove a ped
dler's wagon through the country, selling clothing
and notions, for about a year, after which he fol
lowed teaming for about six months. His next
venture was in the grocery business, which he car
ried on for eight months, when he opened a hotel
and saloon in Waukegan, conducting it for ten

months. He was then proprietor of a hotel in
Volo for a year, after which he bought property
and engaged in saloon-keeping in that place for a
year. He then sold and again purchased a hotel,
but after a short time traded it for property in
Mchnry, where he spent a few months engaged in
the saloon business. Subsequently trading for
store property near the depot, he opened a restau

28, 1867, when only ten years old was out hunting

rant and saloon, where he did business for a little

with some other boys and was shot, his injuries re

more than a year and then sold out and purchased
a farm in Fremont Township. For three years he
engaged in agricultural pursuits, at the expiration
of which time he traded his land for Chicago
property, and resided in the city for about a year.
He then exchanged his city possessions for a farm
in Will County, Ill., and'in turn traded it for other
property in Chicago, where the succeeding year of
his life was passed. He then made an exchange

sulting in the loss of his eyesight. He was edu
cated in the Asylum for the Blind, in Jacksonville,
and is now a broom and mattress maker. He still
resides with his parents; Conrad Frederick. born
March 22, 1869, drives an oil wagon in Chicago;

Charles Him-eich was born December 9, 1870;
Caroline Margaret, Covember 8. 1872; Louisa
Emma, born

October

20,

1874, died

at

the

The younger members of the

for a farm near Wauconda, but after six months

family are Adelia Augusta, born August 3, 1876;

sold out and bought his present property at Lake
Zurich, where he is now doing business as a gen

age of ten months.

Louis William,

August 23,

1878; Ella Sophia,

July 25, 1880; Emma Dorothea, born June
22, 1882; Ida Mary, October 10, 1884; Anna
Louisa Matilda, August 8, 1886; and Chris
tiana Elizabeth, June

13, 1888.

As the chil

dren attain a sufﬁcient age the father supplies them
with good educational advantages, and the older
members of the family have been educated in the
German school of the Lutheran Church. Two of
the daughters have also reCeived musical instruc
tion.
January 18, 1862, Mr. Seip enlisted in Com
pany G, Fifty-ﬁrst Illinois Infantry, and went to

Chicago, whence he was sent to Cairo, and

eral merchant and as a dealer in feed, lime, coal,

salt and grain. For the past twenty-two years his
services have been much in demand as an auction
eer, and as a speculath in Western lands he has
done some business. He now has a good trade,
his patronage coming for miles through the sur
rounding country.
In politics Mr. Seip has afﬁliated with the Demo
cratic party for many years, but has never been a
politician in the sense of ofﬁce-seeking. Though
often called upon to become the nominee for oﬂlce
he has steadily refused, having only served as
School Director for six years, and as Postmaster of

730
Zurich for ﬁve years.
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Socially, be is a member of l in Wadsworth; Nettie at home; Albert who died
March 15, 1889, at the age of twenty'one years.
Harrington Post, No. 275. G. A. R., and he and
Robert Selter was a lad of six summers when he
his wife are members of the Lutheran Church, to
came with his parents to America. He was born
the support of which they contribute liberally.
in the Province of Hanover, Germany, April 20,
Mr. Seip has been quite successful in his business
1859, and after the family located in Chicago, at
career, owns a fine home at Lake Zurich and does
tended the Franklin school of that city. Since his
a business amounting to $35,000 annually.
eleventh year he has resided in Lake County, and
the labor of the farm has been his life work. As
*ﬁwwd
soon as old enough he began to follow the plow
and assisted his father until the past year, when the
F—‘N OBERT SEL'I‘ER, One of the enterprising management of the farm was given into his hands.
He Was ﬁtted by experience and natural ability for
young farmers of West Antioch Township,
the business and is regarded as one of the leading
residing on section 26, is the son of Chris
tian Seller, also a well known citizen of
young farmers of the community. A marriage
ceremony performed in Madison, Wis., on August
this community. The father was born in the
29, 1889, united the destinies of Robert Sclter and
Province of Hanover. Germany, and in his youth
Miss Ella Onzinger. The lady was born in Madi
learned the miller’s trade, which he followed dur
son, of German parentage.
ing his residence in the old country. In Germany,
in 1853, he was united in marriage with Minnie
In connection with the operation of the farm
Thiele. Twelve years of their married life was
Mr. Selter carries on a summer hotel which can
spent in their native land, after which, in 1865, he
furnish accommodations for from thirty-ﬁve to
came to America, bringing with him his family.
ﬁfty-ﬁve guests. Lake County with its many
For four years he resided in Chicago, where he
beautitul sheets of water and picturesque scenery
worked as a carpenter and organ-maker. ‘ He was
is splendidly adapted to this enterprise. He has
a natural mechanic and could do all kinds of wood
done considerable work as a photographer, a knowl
work in the most skillful manner. When only
edge of which art he gained through his own efforts.
fourteen years of age he made an organ. His skill
In politics both he and his father are independent.
and eﬂiciency soon won him the reputation of an
expert workman but in 1869, he abandoned that
.Egi’lﬁéli-an
pursuit to become an agriculturist. He purchased
eighty acres of wild land in Antioch Township—
his present farm on which was a log cabin which
i
ILLIAM ll. BURNETT, who is engaged in
was the home of his family for some years. The
Wgeneral farming and stock-raising on section
same enterprise and progressive spirit which won
16, Wauconda Township, claims New York
him success in his other vocations has made him a as the State of his nativity. He was born in Wayne
prosperous farmer. He continued the cultivation
County, on the 30th of June, 1842, and was the
of his land until about one year ago, when he second of three sons, his brothers being Joel
placed its management in the hands of his son. He
Cody, who is married and follows farming in Salem,
has made many valuable improvements upon the
Mich.; and Gilbert H., a retired farmer of Lyons,
place of both useful and ornamental character and
N. Y. The father of this family, John Burnett
for the past eight years has kept city boarders.
Was born in the Empire State in 1812,and died June
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Selter were born six children
1847, and received excellent educational advant
as follows: Minnie, wife of Charles Lux 0f Ne
ages, having the beneﬁt of an academic education.
braska; Amelia, wife of William Hermann, a resi
Before the New York Central Railroad was built he
dent of North Dakota; Robert whose name heads
ran a packet on the old Erie Canal, between Buﬂ’alo
this sketch; Bertha, wife of Ed Lnx, who is living
and New York. He was agentleman of considerable
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fortune and a man of sterling werth. His death oc
curred in 1844. His father, the grandfather of our
subject. had served in the \Var of 1812, against Eng
land and died in W'ayue County. N. Y. The
mother of William Burnett was in her maidenhood,

Miss Fannie Horton, a native of Poughkeepsie, N.
Y. She resides in Lyons,N. Y.,at the age of seventy
two years, and after the death of her ﬁrst husband

she was married to John Munn, a native of Eng
land, who was born 1803 in the town of Kent and

died September 16, 1867. Mr. Munn emigrated to
this country when a small boy and entered the
woolen mills of Utica, where he learned the trade

of a weaver. Afterward he engaged in farming.
When he came to America he was compelled
to borrow money to purchase himself a shirt but so
successful was he in his business career, that when

he died he left a property valued at $30,000. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Munn were born three sons and a
daughter—Adeline. the eldest is now deceased;
James is married and engages in the practice of
medicine and surgery in Syracuse, N. Y., being a
prominent physician; George, a widower, was for
merly teacher of schools in Michigan and New York
and is now living in the city of Lyons in the latter
State; Frank. who was a student at Ann Arbor,
Mich., and is a ﬁne scholar, is also living in Lyons.
The early education of our subject was acquired
in the district schools and afterward he attended
school in Lyons for one term. At the age of seven
teen, in 1859, he came to Lake County to visit his

brother, expecting to return East and complete his
education but the new and rapidly growing “rest
furnished many attractions for him and he remained
with his brother in Wauconda Township until the
breaking out of the Rebellion, when on the lst of
November, 1861, he enlisted for three years’ service
as a member of Company G, Fifty-first lllinois
Regiment under Capt. Wentz and Col. Cummings.
After three months’ drill at Camp Douglas,Chicag0,
the regiment was ordered to Cairo,thence proceeded
by steamboat to the attack of Ft. Donelson, after
which the troops of the Fifty-ﬁrst were detailed to
conduct the prisoners to Chicago. Subsequently
they returned to Cairo and Kentucky and thence
went to Bird’s Point. Mo., just across the Missis
sippi River. Later they engaged in the attack on
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New Madrid but the fort was evacuated on the
approach of the boys in blue and they crossed over
to Island No. 10. where an engagement was brought
on and captured six thousand rebel prisoners.
Later they took transports and went down the
river to Ft. Pillow where orders were received to
go to Shiloh as re-enforcements. They followed the
enemy from that place to Corinth, keeping up a
continual ﬁght all the way and then went to Deca
tur, Ala., where they were ordered to convey sup
plies but were cut off by the enemy. Later the
regiment was detailedas guard of bridges and from
Decatur they went to Nashville, Tenn., camping
there during the remainder of the winter of 1862.
They were hemmed in the heart of rebeldom,where
for three or four months they could gain no news
from the North. From Nashville they were or
dered to join the forces which engaged in the bat
tle of Murfreesboro under Gen. Phil Sheridan as
Division Commander. Gen. Rosecrans, the general

commander, passed an encomium upon the Fourth
Army Corps, saying that the brave and noble con

duet of that corps saved the day at that bloody
battle. The Fifty-ﬁrst suffered severely and was
forced to cut its way through the lines twice during
the day.
After the battle the regiment started
from Bridgeport on a campaign to Chattanooga.
The Fifty-ﬁrst Regiment was mostly engaged on
the skirmish line until the battle of Chickamauga.
At that place. Mr. Burnett received a mlnie
ball wound through the right shoulder under his arm
which was large enough to insert three ﬁngers. He
was captured but made his escape the next day and
though twice ﬁred upon by the enemy, succeeded

in reaching the Union lines. He walked to Bridge
port, where he was put aboard the cars and sent to
Nashville. After remaining in the hospital at that
place for thirty days he received a furlough which
was extended to sixty days and on his return South,
joined his regiment at Chattanooga. Later came
the memorable Atlantic campaign, during which
hardly an hour passed that the troops were not
under ﬁre. Mr. Burnett tells how on one of the
days when no engagement occurred, he was sitting
near a comrade, L. Zurich, who had just written

home to his family. As he signed his name he said

“Boys this may be my last letter home.”

Hardly
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had the words left his mouth when a ball struck him
in the forehead, killing him instantly-z; During this
campaign Mr. Burnett took part in the battles of
Buzzard Roost, Kenesaw Mountain, Resaca, Dalton
and Home. The regiment was also in the active
service during the campaign of 1864, being placed

under Gen. Thomas to follow up and cut off the
noted rebel, Gen. Hood. from Atlanta to Nashville.

Mr. Burnett was present at the battle of Franklin,
Tenn., one of the most hotly contested of the war,

where the rebels were mowed down like grass be
fore a reaper. The regiment then returned to
Nashville, Tenn., and followed up Hood to Deca
tur, Ala., where the battle occurred. Mr. Burnett's

gentleman who stands high in the estimation of his
fellow-townsmen, be well deserves a representation
in this volume. Ilis war record is one of which he
may well be proud. Among the boys in blue there
was no truer or more faithful soldier. He was
ever found at his post of duty, valiantly serving
the country and the cause which he loved and may
well feel a deep satisfaction in knowing that he bore
his part in the great struggle to preserve the Union
which also broke off the shackles from off four mil
lion slaves.

WW

time of enlistment had expired abouts. month pre
vious.

From Decatur the regiment was sent to .

Huntsville, Ala., where those who had not veter
anized were discharged. He received his honorable
discharge January 16, 1865, after serving his
country for about three years and three months.
Mr. Burnett immediately returned to Lake
County and after once more donning a civilian‘s
garb went to New York on a visit. After he again
reached Illinois lie-was united in marriage with Miss
Martha Brand, who was born in Lake County, in
1844.

Their union was celebrated April 22, 1865.

and it has been blessed with ﬁve children as follows:
Gilbert, who was born February 28, 1866, is a
young gentleman of more than ordinary busi
ness capacity who makes his home with his parents;
Gracie is now deceased, as are also Rilla and Lillie,
twins; Ada, the youngest. who was born Septem
ber 21, 1876, is now attending the public schools.
The home of the family is upon a highly improved
farm of eighty acres, pleasantly situated about
three and a half miles from Waucouda. The par
cuts are advocates of the Methodist faith and have
contributed liberally to the support of the church
as well as to charitable objects and other enterv
prises which are calculated to beneﬁt the commu

_ 4d ICHAEL SAVAGE is one of the oldest
\ residents of Lake County. He now makes
his home on section 2|, Antioch'Township,
near Loon Lake. He was born in l’latts
burg. Clinton County, N. Y., September 26, 1806,

and is a son of Thomas Savage who served in the
Revolutionary War. He was a native of France and
there bore the name of Gardner, but on coming
over to this country with LaFayette to aid the
colonies in attaining their freedom, changed his

name to Savage that he might return to France
under the name of Gardner. After the war was
brought toa successful termination he settled in
Plattsburg, N. Y., where he worked as a ship car
penter. At the time the British came marching
over the hill towards Plattsburg, his old martial
spirit was aroused on seeing the red-coats and
grabbing up his musket he took part in the battle
although he was not an enlisted soldier. He and
his wife both died in Plattsburg, the former when
our subject was about seven years of age and his
wife some ﬁve years later. In their family were
twelve children, of whom only two are now living
—Michael and George. who reside near Antioch.
Our subject spent his boyhood days in Platts

ity. _ In politics he is a warm supporter of Repub
lican principles and has voted with that party since
the time when he cast his ﬁrst Presidential ballot
for Abraham Lincoln. He has never sought 0r
desired public ofﬁce but has ﬁlled-the position of
School Director. He is an honored member and an

ing his residence in New York.

ofﬁcer of Waucouda Post, No. 368, G. A. R.

Beckman, eight miles from Plattsburg, he was

A

burg and at the early age of thirteen years began
life for himself. From that time forward he was
dependent upon his own resources and whatever
success he has attained is due to his own efforts.

He engaged in farming and also in lumbering dur
In the town of
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united in marriage with Miss Judic La Plant, a
in state in the capitol and then marched down to
the depot by the side of General Grant. At the
native of Canada, the marriage taking place on the
2d of March, 1830. After that Mr. Savage worked I close of the war he received his discharge in Wash
ington. on the 28th of June, 1865, and returned to
by the day, month or year until the fall of 1854,
when he resolved to seek a home in the West and
his home.
acting upon this determination settled in Antioch
Mr. Savage lost his health in the army and since
that
time has been largely engaged in building
Township, Lake County, where he carried on farm
boats.
He resides near Bluff Lake, having there
ing for a number of years. Having now attained
an advanced age he is living with his son Lewis,
made his home for a quarter of a century. He
has been twice married, having in 1875, wedded
on a farm near Loon Lake. Lewis at the age of
eighteen enlisted-in Company ll, One Hundred and
Rosa La Bo and on the lst of February, 1888, was
Fifty-third Illinois Regiment and served about
joined in wedlock with Cora King. The Savage
seVen months at the close of the war, when he re
family have long been identiﬁed with the history
turned and has since farmed. He married Miss
of this county and well deserve mention among its
Ada F. Paddock and has three children. Frank E.,
early settlers.
Fabien E., Lulu P. Mrs. Michael Savage died on
the 17th of October, 1888.

They were parents of

the following children: Joseph, who served in
the Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry about three
years, spending over eighteen months in Anderson
villc, Libby, and other prisons; Harriet, wife of
Lewis Paddock; Jeremiah; Jacob, a farmer of An
tioch Township, and Lewis. Ezekiel who was older

.lLLIAM S. WES'I‘LAKE, a well~known cit
W izen and farmer of Antioch Township, re

\/\/ siding on section 18, is deserving of a place
in this volume where is recorded a sketch of the
lives of the pioneers and prominent men of the
county. William Westlake Sr., his father, was

than Jeremiah, served in Company F, Thirty sev
enth Illinois lnfantry, and died during the war at
born in Walton, Somersetshire, England, in 1823,
New Orleans.
and during his residence in his native land worked
Mr. Savage was in early life a Whig in political
in the coal mines or engaged in farming. He be
sentiment and on the dissolution of that party
longed to a family of seven children and had one
became a Republican. He belongs to the Catho
sister who came to America. His educational ad
lic Church, as did also his wife. He has been a
vantages were such as would ﬁt him for the duties
hard-working man, has lead a busy and useful life
of life. In 1843, in Somersetshire, he was united
and is now enjoying a well-earned rest. He has
in marriage with Betsy Shearn, who died in 1854,
attained to his eighty-fifth year but many his jun
iors do not appear younger than he. As a citizen I when our subject was about ten years of age, leav
ing five children, William being the eldest. Mrs.
Mr. Savage has been true to every duty and has
Eliza Brown now resides in Antioch; Mrs. Sarah
won the conﬁdence and high regard of a large cir
llucker also makes her home there; Joseph is liv
cle of friends and acquaintances.
ing at Guide Rock, Webster County. Neb. All
Jeremiah Savage was only ten years old when
were born in England.
he came to Illinois. The first money which he
After the death of his wife, Mr. Westlake, in
earned was expended for a pair of shoes, he work
ing three weeks for the sum. Upon the farm he
August, 1856, came to the United States and set
tled in this county, upon the farm now owned by
remained until the lst of August, 1862, when he
donned the blue and joined Company C, Ninety
our subject. He improved the land and resided
sixth Illinois Regiment. Soon, however, he was
thereon until his death. In January, 1865, be en
listed in Company K, One Hundred and Fifty-third
transferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps and did
Illinois Infantry, and at Tullahoma had the sight
duty in Washington and Alexandria. He stood

guard over President Lincoln’s body while it lay

of one eye destroyed.

He received his discharge
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in Memphis. He had been again married. having
in 1860 wedded Mrs. Eliza Paul, widow of Charles
Paul, who Is still living. He died April 29, 1890,
after a thirty-four years’ residence in the county.
respected by all who knew him. He was a member
of Waukegan Post, No. 374. G. A. R.. was a stanch

Republican
in politics
and was a faithful
member
of
the Methodist
Church.
lg
William S. Westlake was born in Midsomer Nor
ton. Somersetshire, England, September 22, 1844,

and in his native land attended school until eight
years of age, when he began to work in the coal
mines, where he served for four years. Upon a
sailing vessel he then embarked for America. and
after twenty-eight days safely reached the harbor
of New York. Soon afterward he secured work
with a farmer six miles south of Waukegan, in
whose employ he remained for a year and. a half,
receiving as compensation for his serviCes $2 per
month. He then remained at home for a year, af
ter which he entered the employ of William Barnes,
of Monaville, receiving $4 per month. His next
employer was his uncle, P. Sherman, with whom he
remained until the fall of 1863.
In the meantime the South had attempted seces
sion and the country had become engaged in civil
war. His sympathies were with the Union and
wishing to aid his adopted land he enlisted in Com
pany I, Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, and under
Capt. N. Vose. The regiment was organized at
St. Charles, thence sent to Jefferson Barracks. Mo.,
then back to Alton, Where the troops were engaged
in guarding prisoners for about four months.
Then came duty in the Southwest, including the

task of cutting off Gen. Price from St. Louis.
Later they threw up breastworks at Jefferson City
and then went to Booneville, where asharp engage
ment took place. A hard ﬁght occurred at Little
Bluff and they f0110wed the enemy to Newtonia’
where the chase was relinquished and they returned
to Springﬁeld, Mo. The winter of 1864 was spent
in guarding bridges on the Iron Mountain Railroad,
after which they proceeded by boat to Cape Girar
deau and to Chalk Bluff. Afterward their duty
called them to many points in the Southwest, and
on the 28th of November, 1865, the regiment was

mustered out of the United States’ service.

Mr.

Westlake returned to Springﬁeld, Ill., and received
his discharge in December, after two years of ac
ti ve service.
On the 5th of March, 1867, he was united in

marriage with Isabella E. Paul, of London, Eng
land, who was born March 17, 1848, and came to
America at the age of eight years. They began
their domestic life upon the farm which has been
their home continuously since and their union has
been blessed with three children, yet living: Isa
bella, wife of Eldora Horton, of‘ Pikeville, Wis;
Drusilla, wife of Charles Ferris, of Antioch Town

ship; and May, at home. They lost one child,
Charles, who died at the age of eight years. Mr.
Westlake and his wife were active members of the
Methodist Church of Antioch and he is astrong
adVocate of temperance, an acknowledged leader of
the temperance forces in this part of the commun
ity. In politics he is a Republican, served as Col—
lector for one term and has often served as dele
gate to county conventions. He has devoted him
self untiringly to his business interest, thus acquir
ing a handsome property, and is now the owner of
over four hundred acres of valuable land, which
yields to him a golden tribute in return for his
care and cultivation. His life has been character
ized by those virtues which win the conﬁdence and
high regard of all and his estimable wife shares in
the esteem of his large circle of friends.

W—~>IB-*€<*——
' GEORGE McCOLLl'M, an honored veteran

‘t

of the late war and retired farmer of Wau

\\j conda, is a native of this State.

He was

born on the 29th of June, 1839, in McHenry
County, Ill., and is a son of William and Catherine
McCollum. His father was born in Ohio in Janu
ary, 1800, and throughout life followed the occu
pation of farming. In his native State he married
Catherine Robinault, who was also born in Ohio,
in 1812. The year 1836 witnessed their emigra
tion to Illinois, and locating in McHenry County.
Mr. McCollum entered a claim, purchasing the
land from the Government. He cast his ﬁrst Pres
idential vote for John Quincy Adams and was a
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prominent citizen of the community in which he
made his home. His death occurred on the lst of
June, 1884, and his remains were interred in the

cemetery at Mellenry. His widow still survives
him and is living in McHenry at the age of sev
enty-nine years. Their family numbered six chil
dren, three sons and three daughters, of whom our
subject is the ﬁfth in order of birth; Elmira, the
eldest. is the widow of H. Dwelly, and resides in
Ringwood, McHenry County; Samantha is the wife
of James Button, of Rochester, Minn.,a speculator

who represented his district in the General Assem
bly and isa prominent man of the State; Peter
married Miss Cornelia Waite, a native of Illinois,
and is engaged in business as a carpenter and joiner
in Missouri; Samuel, who wedded Miss R. Mont
gomery, a native of Minnesota, is engaged in
farming in Milhank,S. Dak.; George is next in
order of birth, and Margaret, the youngest of the
family, now resides in McHenry County. She is
the widow of Charles Newell, who was a jeweler
and capitalist.
The entire life of our subject has been spent in
Illinois. During his boyhood he attended the
common schools and aided his father in the labors
of the farm, but when he had attained the age of
sixteen years began learning the plasterer’s trade,
which he followed until 1861. In September of
that year he joined the boys in blue, enlisting as a

member of Company H, Eighth Illinois Cavalry in
September. The regiment was ordered to St.
Charles, Ill., and thence to Washington, D. C. where
the troops were placed under the command of Col.
Farnsworth, and assigned to the Army of the Po
tomac, which was considered the “ﬂower of the
Union forces.” The Eighth Illinois Cavalry was at
once sent to the ﬁeld of action and participated in
the b-ittles of the Peninsula campaign.

This was

followed by the battle of Culpeper Court House
and Williamsbnrg,where Mr. McCollum was slightly
wounded in the left hand byaball. At the battle of
Malvern Hill the regiment suffered a heavy loss but
soon afterward engaged in the hard-fought battle of
Fredericksburg, the bombardment of Fredericks
City. Md, and the engagement at Beverly Ford,
where the regiment encountered the intrepid Gen.

J. E. B. Stuart and his forces whom they defeated.
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Later came the battle of Fairfax Court House and
subsequently they crossed the battleﬁeld of bloody
Antietam and helped inter some ﬁve hundred sol
diers. Mr. McCollum served as Orderly to Gen.
Farnsworth and was also bugler of his company.
The troops were again under ﬁre at Boonsborough,
Va., and afterward came the ever memorable battle

of Gettysburg which began on the [st and continued
through a part of the 4th of July, 1864. where the
Eighth Illinois Cavalry held Gen. Stonewall Jack
son in check for four hours or until the infantry,
marching a distance of twenty miles, came to the
rescue. The ﬁeld of action was then again changed
to the South and in 1.865 the regiment was trans
ported from Washington, D. C., to St. Louis for
the purpose of recruiting in the barracks at that
city preparatory to going out on the plains to ﬁght
the Indians. The troops were very loath to do this
and a request was sent to President Lincoln who
excused them from that service.
Iver afterward
the Eighth Illinois Cavalry was known as Abe
Lincoln’s Abolition Regiment. When the Presi
dent was assassinated the regiment was detailed to
search for the murderer Booth, whom they discov-'
ered and brought to justice. At lengh when the
war was over Mr. McCollum was honorably dis
charged at Camp Douglas, Chicago, in July, 1865.
He had enlisted for three years and when that term
had expired veteranized. remailning in the service
until the Union was restored and the freedom of
the slaVes was accomplished.

lie was never absent

from his regiment for a day except for two weeks
when he lay in the hospital, but always at his post
he was ever found faithful to his duty and contin
ued a valued soldier.
Since his return home Mr. McCollum has aban
doned his trade and engaged in farming. He was
married on the 8th of October, 1865, to Miss Jane
R. St. John, who was born in \Vauconda Township,

October 20, 1847, and is a daughter of Curtis St.
John, a native of Connecticut, born in August,
1800. He engaged in teaching in the Eastern States
for some time, was a most successful educator and

an eminent mathematician. He married Mrs. Clar
issa (Wiley) Wright. who was born in Dutchess
County, N. Y., in 1809, and died in 1882. Mr. St.
John died at the age of eighty-eight years. In
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politics he was an old-line Whig until the incep
tion of the Republican party when he became one
of its stalwart supporters. He was a man of more
than average ability, and in the community where
he made his home was numbered among the prom
inent citizens.
Mr. and Mrs. McCollum have. a pleasant home
in Wauconda and a farm in Wauconda Township
comprising three hundred and sixty acres of highly
improved and ﬁnely adorned land. Mr. McCollum
is one of the charter members of Wauconda Post,

No. 368, G. A. R., and his estimable wife is con
nected with the Women’s Relief Corps. In politics
he has been a stanch advocate of Republican prin
ciples since the time when he cast his ﬁrst Presi
dential vote for Abraham Lincoln.

—~»—e—¢>a%~—e
“k ENRY C. BASYE, capitalist, loan broker
’
and proprietor of a livery, sale and feed
/ stable of Highland Park, was born in Ra
lJ

cine, Wis., May 23, 1846, and is the son of

Samuel N. and Jane Basye.

He received a good

common-school and commercial education, learned

telegraphy and served one year as night operator
at Racine for the Chicago d: Northwestern Railroad
Company. He was operator and station agent at
Oak Creek for the same company and day clerk
and operator at the Plankinton House, Milwaukee,
after which he spent three months as day operator
and clerk in a Kenosha ofﬁce of the Northwestern
Road.

Later in November,

1869, he was 'ap

pointed station agent at Highland Park for the
same company. He held that position continuously
until January, 1889, except for an interval of

about a year when there was a temporary change
in the management of the line. During all except
ﬁve or six years of his term of service at Highland
Park as station agent, he also served as agent for

the United States Express Company. In January,
1889, he resigned.
Mr. Basye was married in Highland Park, on
the 12th of September, 1869, to Miss Laura C.

Allen, a daughter of Dr. Joseph and Lucy T.
Champion Allen.

She was born in Allen’s Grove,

\Valworth County, Wis., and her parents were
natives of Ypsilanti, Mich.
Mrs. Basye is a mem
ber of the Presbyterian Church. One child, a son.
has been born of this marriage, Arthur Allen, who

was born in Highland Park, on the 23d of Novem
ber, 1871.
Mr. Basye has carried on the livery business and
teaming at Highland Park for many years and has
also done quite a business as a loan broker, which
is his principal occupation at present.
He owns
considerable real estate in addition to his valuable
property in this town, having three farms, one

of one-hundred and twenty-six acres in Cook
County; another of one-hundred and sixty acres
in

Jewell County,

Kan.;

and

the

third com

prising a quarter section of land in Dicky County,
5. Dak. In politics, Mr. Basye is a Republican
on National and State questions and independent
in local matters.
Socially, he is a Master Ma
son, having joined the order as a member of In
dependent Lodge, No. 80, A. F. Jr A. M.of Mil
waukee.
After settling at Highland Park he took
his demit from the Milwaukee Lodge and joined
A. O. Fay Lodge, No. 676 of Highland Park.
He is also a member of the Royal Arcanum.
The parents of Mr. Basye are deceased.
His
mother departed this life in Racine, Wis., in 1870.

His father surviving twenty years, died in Minne
sota, in June, 1890.

W

PHILIP BRAND, a German pioneer set
tler of Lake County, 1",, was born in Hesse

l Darmstadt, August 23, 1813, and is a son
@j of John Phillip Brand. He was reared and
educated in his native country and emigrated from
Germany to America, on the 28th of April, 1842,
in a sail vessel which cast anchor in the harbor of
New York, on the 13th of June following.
He
spent two years in the East and in May, 1844
reached Chicago, where he was married on the
20th of July, to Miss Saloame Ott, who was born

in Alsace, France, September 14. 1825, and came
to America with her parents in 1832.
They set
tled in Pennsylvania and emigrated from there to
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Lake County. 111., by team in the spring of 1837.
Her family was one of the very earliest settlers of
that county, and Mrs. Brand has lived ever since

within ten miles of where her people ﬁrst located,
covering a period of fifty-four years. Immedi
ately after their marriage, Mr. Brand and his wife
made their home near the village of Decrﬁeld,
where they resided for about three years. remov
ing thence to what was known as the George
Escher farm situated in Cook County, about ﬁve
miles south of their ﬁrst home.

In

1859 they

removed to their own farm which is situated four
miles west of Highland Park, and upon which they
resided until the spring of 1883, when they re
moved to Highland Park, their present place of
residence.
Mr. Brand hewed timber for the ﬁrst Evangel
ical Church in the State, and his wife’s parents en<
couraged and helped support a missionary who
came on horseback from Pennsylvania to organ
izeachurch of that faith.
Both Mr. and Mrs'.
Brand had in early life belonged to the Reformed
church. He was an efﬁcient member, and held the
highest ofﬁces in the church, besides having the
distinction of being the ﬁrst Sunday-school Super
intendent of that denomination in the State. For
many years he was township School Trustee, and
for twenty years was a Director and Agent for
the Northﬁeld Mutual Fire Insurance Company.
Mr. and Mrs. Brand are the parents of eight
children, ﬁve sons and three daughters,

all

of

whom have become useful and respected members
of society. Silas Philip who wedded Miss Mary
Wessling and is the senior member of the ﬁrm of
S. P. & G. L. Brand, painters, paper hangers, dec
orators, and dealers in paints, oils, wall paper, etc.,
at Highland Park; Mary is the wife of Henry Wes
sling and resides in Northﬁeld, Cook County;
George L. who married Miss Mary Muhlke, and is
the junior member of the ﬁrm of S. P. dz G. L.
Brand of Highland Park; William E. who married
Miss Mary F. Steers, and is an artist of Highland
Park, his sketch being given elsewhere in this
work; Jacob John, who married Miss Jennie Vir

ginia Smith and resides in Highland Park; Sarah,
wife of Isaac Wessling who lives in Northﬁeld;
Lavina who died at the age of twenty-one years;
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and Orson B. who completes the family.
He is
single and lives in Highland Park.
Mr. Brand
and his sons are supporters of the Republican
party, and the parents and all of their children
belong to the Evangelical Church.

WM
EWIS CASS PRICE, junior member of the
ﬁrm of Price Bros., general merchants of
Wauconda, was born on his father’s farm in
Fremont Township, Lake County. on the 23d of
March, 1848, and, is the youngest of a family of
eight children, numbering six sons and two daugh
ters. The eldest of the family, Levi. resides on
the old homestead where he follows farming; Al
bert 7L. is represented on another page of this work;
W. II. is a successful farmer of the county, who
married Miss Mary, daughter of Hon. John G.
Ragan, and during the late war served for three
years as a member of Company I, Fifteenth Illi
nois Infantry; Ilattie E. received liberal educa

tional advantages and is numbered among the emi
nent and successful teachers of the county; John J.
who enlisted for the late war as a member of the
Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, died during the
service from exposure and was laid to rest in Ivan
hoe Cemetery, where a beautiful family m0nument
was erected to the memory of loved ones; Lewis
C. is the next younger. One son and one daugh
ter died in infancy.
In the usual manner of farmer lads our subject
spent the days of his boyhood and youth, attend
ing the district schools during the winter season
and working upon the farm throughout the re

mainder of the year. He is naturally very expert
in penmanship and after pursuing a course of in
struction in that art under Prof. R. II. Trumbull,

at the age of seventeen years be commenced teach
ing in that line and for seven years had claSses in
penmanship each winter. IIis summer months were
spent at farm labor which he followed until about
nine years ago, when he embarked iu mercantile
pursuits. In 1875, he went to Fayette County,
Iowa, where he purchased a farm and remained one

year.

The succeeding three years of his life were
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spent in the State of Nevada, where he engaged in
the livery and dairy business, returning in ’1 879 to
Fremont Township, where he once more engaged
in agricultural pursuits for three years.
On the 26th of December, 1870, Mr. Price was

united in marriage with Miss Mary Augusta An
drews, a native of Lake County, born July 6,1851.
She was the third in a family of eight children.
ﬁve sons and three daughters. of whom three are
now deceased: Marcus, the eldest is married and

works at his trade of painting in Rockefeller, Ill,;
Milo A., also married, is a successful merchant of
Gilmer, 11].; Mrs. Price was the next younger;

Lucy resides with her mother at Diamond Lake.
this county; and Seward A., who is engaged in
the butchering business. makes his home at Lake
Forest. He is also married. I‘nto Mr. and Mrs.

patronage and a deserved success. In his political
sentiments Mr. Price is a stanch supporter of Re
publican principles, having been identiﬁed with
that party since be cast his ﬁrst vote for the “Sol
dier President,” Gen. U. S. Grant. For four years
he has been honored with the position of a mem
ber of the Board of Trustees of Wauconda, and

his prompt and efficient manner of discharging his
duties sh0ws that his selection for the ofﬁce was a
wise one. He was inﬂuential in organizing the
Wauconda Military Band in 1883, the merit of
which was well known through Lake County. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Price are representative citizens of
this community who rank high in the social circles
of Wauconda, where intelligence and worth are
taken as the passports into good society.

Price were born two children, a. son and daughter.
ga-agoaa

The former, Jay C., born August 24, 1872, was edu
cated in the Wauconda schools and pursued a full
commercial course in the Valparaiso Normal School
of
Indiana
diploma in the
summer
of
1890.
He receiving
now holdshis
alresponsible
position
in the

TOHN PRATT was born on March 16, 1816,

in Clarksbnrg, Mass, among the Berkshire
Hills, made famous by the pen of America’s
favorite poet, John Greenleaf Whittier. The
family to which he belongs was one of those sturdy
New England families which was founded in Amer
ica during Colonial days. His father, Ebenezer
i

Auditor’s ofﬁce of the freight department of the
Great Northern Railroad Company, with head
quarters at St. Paul, Minn. It is a most excellent
position for one of his years and we doubt not that
his ability will rapidly win him promotion. Nellie,
born June 10, 1875, is yet a student in the Wau
conda schools. The mother of this family died
in Fayette County, Iowa, March 10, 1876, and on
the 5th of January, 1877, Mr. Price wedded Miss
Alice Andrews, a sister of his ﬁrst wife.

One

child graces their union, Milo A., who was born
December 18, 1878, in IVard, Nevada.

On coming to Wauconda in 1882, Mr. Price en
gaged in the mercantile business with his brother
A. L., under the ﬁrm name of Price Bros, and has
carried on operations in that line continuously
since. They have a full and complete stock of
fancy and staple dry goods, boots and shoes, gro
ceries, etc. They began business on a small scale
but their trade has constantly increased and they
n0w carry a stock valued at $10,000. Their store
is located on the corner of Main and Mill streets.
The genial manners, courteous treatment and fair

dealing of the proprietors has won them a liberal

Pratt,

was

a

native

of

Charlton,

Worcester

County, Mass, and lived through the exciting
times of the American Revolution. He used to re
late. many reminiscences and thrilling incidents con
cerning the war. He was a farmer by occupation
and died in Lake County, at the. age of eighty
four years. He married Sallie Aldrich, a native of
Massachusetts, who traced her ancestry back to
England. She died in 1818, when in the prime of
life, being only thirty-two years of age. Our sub
ject is the only son and the youngest child in their
family of ﬁve children. Prudence. now deceased,
was the wife of Back Harris, a farmer; Celestia

married a gentleman of English birth, now de
ceased, and is living in Williamsburg, Iowa; Mary
wedded Gilbert Hathaway, a wealthy machinist,
and both are n0w deceased; Esther was also mar

ried and she too has passed away.
Our subject was left an orphan at a very early
age, his mother dying when he was but two years
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term of school when only thirteen years of age and
when a maiden of ﬁfteen had a school of thirty
seven pupils. The amusements of that day con
January 3, 1821. Her father, Robert Webster,
sisted in "apple parin’s, taﬂ’y pulls, huskin bees
was of English descent, beinga son of a gentleman
and quilting frolics” together with the old fashioned
who with two brothers came to America in Colonial
dances, such as Virginia Reel, Money Musk and
days and settled in Massachusetts. He was born
Two Sisters. She was but seven years old when
about 1795, was a miller by trade but followed the
she danced her ﬁrst set.
occupation of farming for many years and died at
Mr. and Mrs. Pratt were married February 21,
the age of seventy-one. He married Lydia Pettee,
1836, in Stamford, Vt., when the former was
a native of Vermont, whose father was a native of . twenty years of age, the latter a maiden of ﬁfteen
France. In her youth she learned the trade of
summers. Their union has been blessed with a
weaving,at which she served a three years’ appren
family of fourteen children, six sons and eight
ticeship. Her death occurred in 1853,at the age of
daughters. Sylvester, born January 24, 1837,
ﬁfty-six years. Mr. and Mrs. Webster had but two
resides in Spear-ﬁsh, S. Dak. He married Miss

old. When he had attained to mature years, he
wedded Miss Lydia M. Webster, who was born in
the town of Townsend, Windham County, Vt.,

children, a daughter, now Mrs. Pratt, and Silas
\Vashington. He yet resides in Stamford, Vt.,

Olive Burritt, and unto them have been born three
children. During the late war he wore the blue

where his entire life has been passed. He is a sur
veyor and school teacher and has held a number of
official positions, discharging his duties with
promptness and ﬁdelity. He married Miss Emily

and served in many hard fought battles. He raised
two companies, was made Lieutenant, and after
ward promoted to the rank of Captain. Joseph
Alonzo died at the age of thirteen years. Norman
0. died from the effects of hardship and exposure
while donﬁned in the Southern prisons during the
late war. George W. is represented elsewhere in
this work. Marcus Gilbert died at the age of three
and a half years. Celestia Maria is the wife of

Cutler, a native of Vermon t, who is now deceased.

In religious belief he is a Spiritualist, as was also
his wife. Mrs. Pratt has always been a close stu
dent and great reader. She commenced her edu
cation in the old time district schools of the Green
Mountain State. The schoolhouse was built of logs,
James Madison Clark, a farmer of Waucouda who
the benches were made of slabs with four pegs
also was a Union soldier during the late war. Ade
serving to support them and were arranged around
laide and Adeline were twins; the former married
the sides of the room, the dimensions'of which were
George Hicks, a butcher and died in 1886. Adeline
about 18x20. An immense fireplace occupied
became the wife of Edwin Wheelock and after his
almost one entire end of the building and in the
death wedded Merritt Lake, a farmer. C. L., is
back part of the schoolroom a large desk was ar
also represented elsewhere in this volume. 'Ella
ranged "for the big boys and girls." The punish
Cornelia is the wife of Milton Powers, a resident
ments at that time consisted of a dunee cap, dunce
farmer of Wauconda. The next child died in in
block and the dreaded birchen rod which was
fancy. Emily Jane is the wife of RossWell Burton
drawn through the hot embers to toughen it and
and they reside in Jenison, Mieh., where he follows
was then ready for the ﬂagellation of any unruly
farming. Anna Augusta is the wife of E. A.
pupil who should be detected in the act of dis
Golding, the present Postmaster of Waucouda.
obeying. Mrs. Pratt showed marked ability for
Elida May, who completes the family, is the wife
her studies and soon had mastered those taught in
of Harley Hendee, a farmer of Hainesville, lll.
the district schools. She then attended school in
Mr. Pratt was a member of the “Old Muster,
Stamford, where she was admirably ﬁtted for the
Militia.” His ﬁrst commission as Captain of the
profession of teaching which she successfully fol
Fourth Battalion Company, of the First Regiment
lowed. Her diligent study always placed her at , of Vermont, is dated April 21, 1840, and he has
the head of her classes and never but once was she
never received his discharge. He also has a com
punished for misdemeanor. She taught her ﬁrst v mission as Sergeant of the Fourth Company, First
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Regiment, hearing date January 22. 1839. and in
his possession is the original copy of his father’s
commission as Lieutenant of the company in the
First Regiment of the Second Brigade and Ninth
Division of the Militia of Massachusetts. The
commission was given by Caleb Strong, then
Governor of the Bay State, and is dated April 16,
1804. Mr. Pratt cast his ﬁrst vote for Martin Van
Buren, and took an active part in those early cam
paigns, supporting the Democratic party. He was
a man of prominence and inﬂuence in his native
State, and served in the Legislature of Vermont,

in the years 1846, 1848 and 1851.
At length Mr. Pratt determined to come to the
West and make his home. The spring of 1854
witnessed his arrival as a member of a company of
twenty-one persons who had come to make homes
in Illinois. He located on the farm of Justus
Bangs, west of Wauconda where he engaged in
agricultural pursuits for a number of years. He
now owns considerable property here and in the
surrounding country. In connection with general
farming he engages extensively in raising live
stock, was for some'lltime a prominent merchant of
Wauconda and also engaged in hotel keeping for
many years. Mr. and Mrs. Pratt are both now in
the decline of life. They have traveled life’s jour
ney together for ﬁfty-ﬁve years and have reared a
large family of children who do honor to their
name.

ﬁmw
"ILLIAM E. BRAND, artist, landscape and
A\// portrait painter, residing in Highland Park
L
is a native of Cook County, Ill. His birth
occurred on the 16th of February, 1852, and be is

ason of Philip and Saloame (Ott) Brand, whose
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. Our subject
acquired his education in the public schools and at
the Northwestern College at Naperville, after
which he studied painting in Naperville and in
Chicago. When he had mastered the business he
established a studio in Highland Park, which has
been his home oil“ and on for the past twenty years
and is at present his place of residence.
On the 10th of October, 1887, Mr. Brand was

united in marriage with Miss May E. Steers, a
daughter of Jonas and Sarah (Hodge) Steers. The
lady was born in Chicago, October 9. 1861, and

unto them have been born two children, a son and
daughter—Lucille S., who was born January 22,

1889; and Roland, 0n the 8th of February, 1891.
Mr. Brand engaged in business for three years in
Chicago, and has had a studio in Highland Park
for eight years. He does landscape and portrait in
oil and crayon, gives instruction in both and is an
artist of knowledge. talent and skill. In politics he
is a Republican, has served as Township Clerk of
Deerﬁeld_Township for ﬁve years, and is the present
Assessor of East Deerﬁeld and Highland Park. He
holds the religious views of the Evangelical Church,
of which he is a member.

—EE§$-———{§#¥%%F————EEEB‘

OHN P. WOOLLEY, a well-known farmer
living on section 21, Warren Township, was
born in Jefferson County, N. Y., November
(C)
4,1828, and is a son of Pardon and Polly
(Babeock) Woolley. His father, who was born in
Otsego County, N. Y., was a shoemaker by trade
and died when our subject was quite young leav
ing two children—John P. and Maria, who is now

the wife of Lemuel Brown of Warren Township.
After the death of her ﬁrst husband, Mrs. Woolley
became the wife of Samuel Monroe and spent the
remainder of her life upon a farm in Otsego County.
By that marriage she became the mother of ﬁve
children.
Her death occurred in the winter of
1890.

We ﬁnd our subject at an early age engaged in
farm work in New York. His educational advan
tages were limited to three months' attendance in
the district school during the winter season.

He

worked upon a farm until twenty years of age
when he went to Hoosic Falls, where he worked as

a farm hand, receiving as a compensation for his
services 811 per month. His service in that capac

ity in the East continued until 1855. On following
the advice of Horace Greeley and coming West, he
located near Racine, Wis., but after about a year
came to Lake County in the spring of 1856, locat
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ing in Warren Township. He worked on a farm for
two summers, and in 1858 removed to Avon Town
ship where he bought seventy acres of land, making
his home thereon for six years. Subsequently he
owned a farm at Gage’s Corners and in April, 1873,

he bought the land which he now owns. In 1888
he went to Waukegan, where for two years he lived
a retired life and then returned to his farm. He
once owned two hundred and thirty-ﬁve acres at
this place but afterward sold one hundred acres.

In the spring of 1856, in Warren Township, Mr.
Woolley was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary F.
Smith, daughter of Orlin B. Smith, one of the
pioneer settlers of that community. Her death
occurred on the 2d of January, 1874, and in April,
1875, he wedded Elizabeth Smith, a sister of his

ﬁrst wife, who was born on the farm where she yet
makes her home. She had previously been married,
her ﬁrst husband having been George Waters, by
whom she had two daughters—Mrs. Leonora Doug
las who is now living in Chicago; and Mattie. who
became the wife of Fred A. Miltimore, and died
leaving two children who make their home with
their grandmother. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Woolley
has been born a son, Linn J., who was educated

in the Waukegan schools and is now at home.
Mr. Woolley started out in life with no capital,
save a young man’s bright hope of the future sup
plemented by a determination to succeed and he
has succeeded, owing to a life of industry, perse
verance and good management. He cast his ﬁrst
Presidential vote for Pierce but supported Fremont
in 1856, and has since been a stanch Republican.
He feels an interest in political affairs and the suc

cess of his party but has never sought ofﬁcial
honors. However, he served for ﬁve years as Post
master at Gage’s Corners.

family having been founded in this country dur
in the seventeenth century. The grandfather of
our subject, Phineas L. Rose, was a native of Ver
mont and served in the Revolutionary “Far and in
the War of 1812. The father of our subject, R0
dolphus Rose, was also a soldier in the War of
1812, and was captured and conﬁned in a British
prison.

He was born in Vermont, March 31, 1782,

and when a young man emigrated to New York,
where he met and married Lucy Willey, who was
born in Connecticut in 1795. They emigrated to
Lake County, 111., in 1848, settling in Waukegan,
where the wife died the same year. He was a
farmer by occupation, but during the later years
of his life lived retired. His death occurred in
Vernon Township, December 10,1863. In their
family were thirteen children—Nancy M., born
October 14,1811, became the wife of Hezekiah

Wilcox, of the town of Ansville, Oneida County,
N. Y., and died in 1884; Phineas, who was born

April 18, 1813, and for many years resided with
his family in Vernon Township, died in February,

1878; Calvin 13., born September 27, 1815, died
in California in 1856; Martin L., born December
31 , 1817, is married and resides in Floyd County,
Iowa, where he follows farming; George A., born
October 13. 1819, is married and makes his home
in Fulton County, 111.; Philander, born November

27, 1821, is married and lives in Floyd County,
Iowa; M. A. is the next younger; Arminda A.,
born June 31, 1826, died in Oneida County, N.Y.,
in February, 1839; Clarinda A., born November
9,1829, died in February, 1839; Lucinda, born
September 16, 1831, is the wife of Moses Hubbard,
of Waukegan; Alfred D., born June

g/Nxacus A. ROSE, who is engaged in farm
ing and stockvraising on section 29, War
ren Township, came to this county in
1847, at which time he settled in Wauke
gan.

He was born in Oneida County, N. Y., No

bember 26, 1823, and is of English descent, the

13,

1832,

died in February, 1839, of scarlet fever, as did
the others whose death occurred at that time;
John R., born October 31,

www
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183."), resides near

Olympia, Ore.; Delos J., born January 11, 1837,
enlisted in 1862 in Company G, Ninety-sixth Illi
nois Infantry, for three years. He was taken pris
oner and conﬁned in Libby and Andersonville
prisons for over two years, his death occurring in
the latter from starvation in 1864.
Marcus A. Rose was reared to manhood in the
county of his nativity, the days of his boyhood
and youth being spent in the usual manner of
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farmer lads. He was educated in the district schools
of New York, and in the hope of bettering his
ﬁnancial condition he came West in 1847. He
earned his ﬁrst money as a porter in Waukegan,
where he remained some ﬁve years, and then, in
1852, started

for California.

Six months were

consumed in making the journey across the plains,
and on reaching his destination he embarked in
mining, which he followed until 1856, when he re

turned by water to New York, and thence again
came to Lake County. The following year he em
barked in the mercantile business in Half Day,
continuing that enterprise until 1860, since which
time he has followed farming. He purchased his
present home in 1866, becoming owner of a partly
improved farm of eighty-five acres, which he has
now under a good state of cultivation and well
improved.
In 1859 Mr. Rose wedded Miss Jane A. Thomas,
the ceremony being performed in Barrington,
Cook County; the lady, a native of Oneida County,
N. Y., is a daughter of Isaac and Lydia (Collins)
Thomas. Her father was born in Vermont, April

eate of the Prohibition party. Any enterprise
calculated to beneﬁt the community is sure of his
hearty support and co operation, for he has al
ways taken an active interest in her public enter
prises. Socially he is a member of the Masonic
Lodge of Waukegan, and he and his wife hold
membership with the Methodist Church at that

place. They are the parents of four children,
three of whom are yet living—Adelhert, who was
born October 28, 1862, was married December 2,

1886, to Annette Kinney and resides in Wauke
gan with his wife and son, Mark; Wallace, born
January 18, 1865, is at home; Frank E., born

July 22, 1874, is attending school in “'aukegan;
Willie, who was the eldest, was born November
26, 1860, and died in September, 1861.

wégw
eW‘

'
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6.1795, and served as a soldier in the War of
1812. In the Empire State, in October, 1818, he

7.? LBER'I‘ L. PRICE, senior member of the

married Miss Collins, who was born in New York,

/; Li Wauconda, was born in Wattsburg, Pa.,

1

ﬁrm of Price Bros., leading merchants of

December 10, 1793. They came to Illinois in

U

1843, purchased land in Cook County, and there

an old New England family.

made their home until death. The father departed
this life July 20. 1864, and the mother passed
away March '29, 1884. Their family numbered

father, Levi Price, was born May 1, 1772, and mar

ten children, nine of whom are now living, as fol
lows: Martha, now of Floyd County, Iowa, was
the wife of Alex Jewell, now deceased, formerly

of Cook County, “1.; Mary, wife of John Detman,
of Elgin, Ill.; Lydia, wife of Benjamin Richards,
of Chicago; Elmira, wife of Allen Stevens, of
Fulton County, Ill.; Harriet, wife of Horace Kel
sey, of Franklin County, Kan.; Caroline, wife of

Joseph Ionie, of Elgin; Emeline, wife of Caleb
Stevens, of Vernon County, Wis.; Isaac, who is
married and resides in Leavenworth, Iowa; Sarah,

twin sister of Mrs. Rose and the wife of Samuel
Nelson, of \Vallingford, Ill., died in Will County.
Mr. Rose keeps himself well informed on all
questions of public interest, together with the

political issues of the day, and is a stanch advo

September 28, 1833, and is descended from

His paternal grand

ried June 30, 1799, Polly Arnold, an own cousin
of Benedict Arnold, by whom he had three chil

dren; Elizabeth, born August 30, 1800; James C.,
born in Wayne Co. New York, July 16, 1803;
Philip J., born August 7, 1806.
James C. Price became a tailor by trade, and
was quite successful in his business life. In 1836
he went on a prospecting tour from Wattsburg,
Pa., walking the entire distance, and returned the
following year. In 1844, he started by wagon for
Lake County 111., which he reached after a forty
days’ journey, and continued to make his home in
this community until his death, which occurred at
the age of eighty three years. He was familiarly
known as Squire Price, and it was commonly said
among his neighbors that the word of the Squire
was as good as his bond. His honesty was prov
erbial and he was a man of inﬂuence in the com

munity. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for
John Quincy Adams, was a warm supporter of the
\Vhig party and took an active part in political
affairs in early life. He married Jane Cruver, who

good trade by honest dealing, energy and enter
prise and no little of its success can be attributed
to the partner whose name heads this sketch.

was born in Erie County, Pa., January 18, 1807.

The Cruver family belonged to the old Knicker
bocker stock of New York. Mrs. Price is still liv
ing at the advanced age of eighty-four years, her
home being in Fremont Township, and for the
last ﬁve years she has been afﬂicted with blindness.
The subject of this sketch was a lad of eleven
years when he came to this county, and in its

schools and those of his native State he acquired his
education. For a short time he followed farming
and later worked at the trade of a house painter
for ﬁfteen years. During the late war he was
among the ﬁrst to respond to the call for troops,
enlisting in May, 1861, as a member of Company
I, Fifteenth Regiment Illinois Infantry, the ﬁrst
regiment which was mustered into service for a
three years’ term. With his command he was sent
from Waukegan to Freeport, Ill., and from thence
to Missouri, where the ﬁrst year was spent. He
participated in the battles of Ft. Donelson and
Shiloh, where out of thirteen of his mess, seven were
killed or wounded, Mr. Price’s brother being
wounded in both arms; the siege of Corinth, the
battles of Hatchie River. Grant's expedition to
Holly Springs, the battles of Champion Hills and
Black River Bridge, the famous siege of Vicks
burg, the siege of Jackson,Sherman’s raid through
Mississippi and the expedition in Louisiana, then
back to Huntsville, Ala.. with Sherman, where he
was given leave to return home. He was honora
bly discharged from the service at Camp Butler,
lll., in June, 1864, after three years of army life,
during which he was ever found faithful to his
duty.

“W
O IIARLES GRANGER, one of the early set
tlers of the county of 1849, is now engaged
in farming and stock-raising on section 16,
Wauconda Township. He now owns and‘oper
ates one hundred and ﬁfty acres of land which is
undera high state of cultivation and improved
with all the accessories of a model farm. There
are to be seen substantial buildings, the latest ma
chinery, good grades of stock, and the well-tilled
ﬁelds present a neat appearance, which indicates
to the passer-by something of the thrift and in
dustry of the owner. We are pleased to present
to the readers of the ALBUM this sketch, for our

subject is one of the leading citizens of the com
munity.

Mr. Granger was born in Lyons, Wayne County,
N. Y., February 8, 1823, and is the second in
order of birth in a family of nine children, num

bering ﬁve sons and four daughters. The father,
Elisha Granger. was born in Massachusetts July 1,
1795, but was reared in the Empire State. He
made farming his life occupation and died in
Wayne County, N. Y., at the age of ﬁfty-ﬁve
years. In politics he was a stanch Democrat and
was a faithful member of the Baptist Church, being
especially active in Sunday-school work. For
many years he held the ofﬁce of Superintendent
and did much in the interest of the school. His
wife, whose maiden name was Sarah Granger, was

born in Massachusetts about 1798. After her hus
band’s death she emigrated to Lake County, in

1849, and her remains were laid to rest in Ft.
In politics Mr. Price has always been a Repub
Hill
Cemetery. She, too, was a member of the
lican but never an active politician in the sense of
Baptist
Church. and like Mr. Granger delighted in
ofﬁce seeking. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote
doing
good.
Of their family Emeline is now de'
for John C. Fremont in 1856. He is a member of
ceased; Charles is the next younger; Delia is the
the Masonic fraternity of Wauconda, and Com
wife of Franklin Blodgett, a farmer of Wisconsin;
mander of the Grand Army Post at that place, which
Asel is also deceased; Noble died in the gold re
numbers about sixty members. As a merchant he
ranks high among the business men and is respected , gions of California; Chauncey is married and fol
for his sterling worth. The ﬁrm has built up a \ lows farming in Wisconsin; Alonzo makes his
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home in Milwaukee; Albert is also deceased; Em

ily is the wife of Attorney Freeman, a prominent.
citizen of Oshkosh, Wis; and Dorlisca is living
in Mcllenry County.
In the usual manner of farmer lads Charles
Granger was reared to manhood and in the log
schoolhouse attained his education. The family
was large and the father’s income small, so that to

relieve him of'his support our subject began
working as a farm hand at $10 per month. The
next year he worked for $9 per month, and in this
way he labored until twenty-four years of age.
He was married, on Christmas Day of 1846, to

able competence, the fruit of their own labors,
supplies them with all that goes to make life worth
the living.
Five children have been born unto Mr. and
Mrs. Granger, namely: Helen, who is a teacher of
recognized ability, and also displays much skill in
the framing of hair wreaths; Albert, who wedded
Miss Mary Root. a native of Illinois, and is en
gaged in farming; Ella. wife of Lorenzo Parker,
a farmer of McHenry County; Adelia, who died in
infancy; and Carrie, wife of Myron Francisco, a
dairymau of McHenry County. The members of
this family hold a high position in the social
world and are worthy the respect and esteem of
all. Mr. Granger cast his ﬁrst vote for James K.
Polk, and since its organization has been a sup
porter of the Republican party. For six years he
served as Road Commissioner and for twenty-one
years has been School Director, a fact which tes
tiﬁes to his ﬁdelity and efﬁciency. Socially he is
connected with the Masonic lodge of Nunda, and
also holds membership with Roseville Lodge of the

Miss Betsy Horton, who was. born in Dutchess
County, N. Y., June 24, 1824. Her parents, Jo
seph J. and Nancy (Shaw) Horton, were also no.
tives of the Empire State. The former was born
in 1794, and followed the occupation of farming
throughout his entire life. He remembered dis
tinctly many incidents of the \Var of 1812, and
in politics he was a Democrat of the Jackson
type, his ﬁrst vote being cast for James Monroe.
He died in Wayne County. N. Y., at the age of
seventy-two years. Mrs. Horton had learned the

siastic member, believing that through its work

weaver’s trade in her maidenhood, and worked at

ings the farmer will receive great beneﬁt.

that labor for some time. She died in 1853, a
strict Methodist from the time she was ﬁfteen
years old.
Three years after their marriage Mr. Granger
and hiswife emigrated Westward, traveling by
way of the Lakes on board a vessel having seven
hundred passengers. At length they arrived safely
at Little Fort, now Waukegan. and began life in
the West in an old house which did not furnish
shelter from the weather. They had only $40 in
money, and to purchase eighty acres of land Mr.
Granger had to go into debt, but he possessed

great energy and industry, and by his labors soon
reached a good substantial position. The closest
market in those days was at Waukegan, over tWenty
miles away, game was plentiful and Indians of the
Winnebago tribe were still seen in the neighbor
hood. Mr. and Mrs. Granger have witnessed al
most the entire growth and development of Lake
County and have done all in their power toaid
in its advancement and upbuilding. Their labors
have been crowned with prosperity and a comfort

Patrons of Industry, of which order he is an enthu

——————-~%~*M~— )1

ON. JOHN w. CLAMPITT is one of the

a pioneer citizens of Ft. Sheridan. He is a
lawyer by profession and is well known as
l-) an author and a popular and leading writer
of the day. He was born on the banks of the
historic Potomac River about ﬁfty years ago and
is of English descent. His grandfather served
under Wellington at Waterloo and was brevetted
on the ﬁeld for bravery. Soon after the close of
that campaign, becoming involved in a controversy
of a religious nature he emigrated to this country
and settled in Virginia, near the seat of govern
ment. He was a ﬁrst cousin of the Earl of Chag
ford and Lord of the Manor.
At the time of breaking out of the late war, the
father of our subject was a loyal Virginia farmer, a
resident of Fairfax County, and had publicly de
clared his allegiance to the Government of the
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United States, whereupon he was visited by certain
ofﬁcers of the provisional government of the South
who insisted upon his oath of allegiance to the
Southern Confederacy. He was always a man of
most moral ideas and his rules of life were formed
in strict accordance therewith, but upon this oe

casion, his churehly vows were temporarily forgot
ten. They required an oath—he gave it—but not
such as they demanded! He told them that he
would see them in hades before he would swear to
support any government other than that of the
United States; that under its protection he had

lived with honor and that its flag should be nailed
to his house where it should continue to ﬂoat until
the winds of heaven or Confederate arms tore it
down. Obliged suddenly to leave his home with
his family on the advance of the Confederate
forces, everything was abandoned and subsequently
ruthlessly destroyed by both armies as the tide of
war rolled over that section. Such were the suf
ferings and sacrifices of the brave men of the
border States who loved the government of their
fathers and remained steadfast in devotion to the
Union.
At this time, the son—the subject of this sketch
—-was serving in the Federal Army.
He had
graduated with the highest honqu at Columbian
University. securing the prize for oratory, known
as the “Davis Prize,” a gold medal purchased an
nually from the interest of a fund donated by the
Hon.

John

Davis, a Senator of Massachusetts.

Within the college this contest was known as the
“prize ﬁght” as it was considered the highest prize
of all gifts of the university, as a very high grade
of scholarship was required to permit entrance into
the lists of competition. Graduatlng in June,
1860, he began the study of law in Washing
ton City. At this time the war spirit spread
over the sections and Washington became the
center of violent discussion, and in and out of

Congress the early disruption of the union was the
sole topic of debate. One by One, the Southern
States passed the ordinance of secession and like
ghosts of discord stole silently away in the folds
of garments that would soon be dyed red in the
blood of a thousand battleﬁelds. Though he had
hardly attained to man’s estate, actuated by love
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of country and the military spirit of his ancestry,
the student abandoned the study of law and en
tered the military service.
During the year previous. Mr. Clampitt had
been a member of the famous local military organ
ization, the Washington Lightlnfantry, noted in
early war annals as the invincible battalion which
as the military guard of Abraham Lincoln, had
marched with shotted guns and forty rounds of
cartridges in their boxes, to aid in the inauguara
tion of the ﬁrst Republican President of the United
States although nearly every member of the organiz
ation was a Democrat in politics. He often refers
with pride to this memorable event of the past.
Subsequently, he aided in organizing the militia of
the District of Columbia for the protection of the
capital and received a commission as First Lieu
tenant, signed by Abraham Lincoln and Simon
Cameron, the ﬁrst war Secretary who served but a
few months of President Lincoln’s administration,

before the great War Secretary, Edwin M. Stanton,
took his seat in the cabinet. He served during the
ﬁrst call and subsequently assisted in the organiza
tion of a regiment of which he was tendered the
ofﬁce of Lieutenant Colonel. While this regiment
was recruiting its ranks and before its muster into
the United States military service, his father died
suddenly at Washington City, where he had re
moved with his family after the destruction of his
home in Virginia, leaving a widow (second wife)
and three small children without support. There
was then but one course for him to pursue, and all

military aspirations were laid aside for the dull
routine of daily toil.

Forming a partnership with

a member of the Washington bar, he attended to all
business before the departments, while his partner, _
the Hon. William Kilgour, attended to the court

practice. In this manner he labored assiduously,
supporting the family and at the same time pursu
ing his legal studies. He was admitted to the bar
in June, 1864.

_

The close of the terrible war between the States,
which had called to arms a million men and con
sumed billions of money in its prosecution, and
billions more by destruction of property and
treasure from military necessity—was signaled by
the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, President
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of the United States and one of the world’s greatest
chieftains.

At Appomattox, under the apple blos

soms of the springtime and unto the foremost
leader of the Union forces, had surrendered the
magnetic chieftain of the South, who by the magic

of his fame and wonderful leadership had for
years held in battle array the incongruous elements
of the Confederate Army. General rejoicing fol
lowed the fall of the Southern Confederacy and
grand illuminations in every Northern city, town
and hamlet turned night into day. In the midst
of this popular demonstration, a calamity fell upon
the nation, converting all its joy into sorrow.
The idol of the people, the saviorof the Union,
the second Washington, had fallen suddenly by
the assassin’s shot in the midst of a festive scene.
One not living at the capital at that time to wit
ness the acts following the dire event can have no
conception of the sudden convulsion of popular
feeling. But a single idea seized the multitude—
revenge—and in the insane desire for retribution
and in the madness of the hour the innocent were
made to suffer for the guilty. IIad that vengeance
been conﬁned to the guilty and retributive justice
been visited upon those whose guilt was established
as well as by their own confession as by incontro
vertible evidence, the judicial history of our
country would have been spared the stain of con
demnation and execution of a woman whose
innocence is now universally proclaimed. It is not
purposed here to dwell upon the trial and execu
tion of the unfortunate woman, Mary E. Surratt
whom rude fate had jostled within the grasp of an
excited hour;-—that is to be found in. the records

of that great State or rather Military Court trial.
Mention of this event is thus far made because at
this forlorn and fatal hour of her life, when appar
ently abandoned by all, lying upon a pallet of
straw on a stone ﬂoor of her dungeon under the
close watch of a military guard,- the subject of
this sketch—the young lawyer went to her aid,
though but twenty-ﬁve years old, when refused by

efforts he made with the President, Andrew John
son, to obtain a respite of fOrty-eight hours, that
failed—and his forcible action in habeas corpus
proceeding before Judge Andrew J. Wylie of the
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia to
prevent her execution—and ﬁnally when her death
on the gallows was surely decreed and there was no
longer any power of appeal—the president having
suspended the writ of habeas corpus to encompass

her instant execution--be walked to the foot of the
scaffold and stood a living witness of her judicial
murder, has all been told before, many times, and
has become a part of the history of these sad times
and events.

The result of the trial, as foreseen

by the older and more astute members of the bar
who refused to be connected with it, was to destroy

his practice for a time at least before the Washing
ton courts and he determined upon removal to a
distant ﬁeld.
'
In 1866, he was sent by the direction of the
President to the Territories and the Paciﬁc Coast
in pursuance of an act of Congress to investigate

and prosecute the depredations on the Over Land
Mail Service. In the execution of this trust.
arduous in the extreme, he was engaged a number
of years crossing the plains six times before the

advent of railroads and travelling over forty
thousand miles through the Territories. After the
completion of this work and the termination of his
service, he received a letter of thanks from the

Government for his successful labor in that vast
region—the unpeopled wilderness—where he had
braved storms and solitude and Indian violence,

as well as continuous personal danger from the
companions of those whom he had prosecuted and
punished for their crimes. During this service
in the far West he was elected Judge of the city
court of Corinne, Utah, the Gentile town on the

banks of the great lakes, where the Central Paciﬁc
railroad crosses the rapid Bear River, which empties
into the lake at that point. Returning 'to the
States in the year 1870, he located'in Chicago and

the older and more experienced members of the

in the fall of 1871, removed to Lake County, Ill.,

bar. lIow watchfully he conducted the interests
of her case during the long trial cOntinuing for
months—how forcibly he presented her innocence
before the military commission that tried her—the

where he has continued to reside to the present
time. During this period he has been engaged in
the practice of his profession in Illinois and at the
seat of government and in literary labor. He was
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the successful counsel in the celebrated Florida
Contested Election cases before the House of Re
presentatives in the Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh
Congresses and seated the Republican contestant
in a Democratic House.
Judge Clampitt is the author of the legal and
many of the political articles in the Political Cycl
opedia, a highly prized work of three volumes to
be found in all the public libraries of this country
and Great Britian, Queen Victoria herself having
subscribed for it. He. is also the author of the
popular volume (large octavo, eight hundred
pages) “Echoes from the Rocky Mountains. Re
miniscences and Thrilling Incidents of the Romantic
and Golden Age of the Great West, with graphic
Account of its Discovery, Settlement and Great
Development”. He is also a well known contri
butor to the American magazines, especially the
North American Review and Harpers. For the
former he wrote the article “The Trial and Execu
tion of Mary E. Surratt”, which attracted universal

attention, not alone in this country but in Great
Britian and on the continent of Europe, having
been published in the London Times and in the
leading journals of Paris, Berlin. Vienna and St.
l’etersburg. In addition to writings of a more
serious character he has indulged to some extent
in ﬁction—one of his works, “The Story of Clouds
Mills” being now in the hands of a Chicago pub~
lisher. He has likewise in idle hours courted the
muses and some of his poems have been widely
published, notably those of On the Portals, In Mem
oriam and Hour of Shadows. He is engaged in the
preparation of a book of poems and one of essays.
It is also his purpose to write a complete history
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In the fall of 1865, the Judge wedded Mary A..

youngest daughter of Hon. Allen Goodridge of
Lansing. Mich., formerly Chief of the State Land
()(Iiee.

Her uncle, Hon. E. Ransom, was Governor

of the State and for several years Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Michigan. Their two sons,
Allen and Harry, are both grown to manhood and
are ofﬁcially connected with the Northwestern Rail
road Company. Their residence is one of the most
beautiful in this locality of happy and lovely
homes.
. Fa

TEBBENS A. FORD is numbered among
the pioneer settlers of Lake County dating
his residence from March, 1837.

There

are few remaining who have so long been
residents of the county, and in order to perpetuate
the history of these early days we must now obtain
the records, for in a few years at most the oppor
tunity will be gone. Those who had been wit
nesses of the growth and development of the county
through all these years deserve mention in this
volume but how much more do those who have
been important factors in its advancement and
upbuilding as Mr. Stebbens has been. For this
reason and because he is one of the most prominent
citizens of the community we are pleased to record

his sketch.
He was born in Cambridge, Vt., March 18, 1819,

and was the second in a family of nine children. of
whom three are now deceased.

His father, Zebina

Ford, also a native of the Green Mountain State,

of the trial and execution of Mary E. Surratt.

was born about 1794, and belonged to one of the

Judge Clampitt is an able and forcible speaker,
both on the stamp and on the platform. His
lecture, “M iral)eau and the French Revolution," has
been'highly complimented by the press and public
wherever delivered, and during many hard fought
political campaigns in the past twenty years, he has
been one of the foremost Democratic speakers in
the West. He is ﬁfty years of age, of commanding
presence and possesses a voice of great power. that
adds to his inﬂuence asaspeaker before large bodies

early New England families. He made farming
his life work and died at the age of seventy-two.

of people.

'

in 1866.

In politics he was an old-line Whig, but

not a radical partisan. He married Olive Cole
grove, who was born in Vermont in 1795, and is
still living, at the very advanced age of ninety-six
years. The members of their family are Julia, wife
of Elihu Burritt. whose sketch appears elsewhere in
this work; Stebbens A., the second in order of

birth; Milton, who was a farmer and crossed the
plains in 1849, to California, where he died at the

748

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

age of sixty years after accumulating a handsome
property in the gold mines and in other pursuits;
Orville, who is married and follows farming in
Kansas; Hollis who is married and is also engaged
in farming in Kansas; Laura who became the wife
of Franklin Powers and is now living in Elgin, her
husband, who was a farmer, having died in 1890;

Frances, wife of Albert Edwards, a civil engineer
residing in Chicago, and two others now deceased,
complete the family. Frances, the youngest, was
born in Illinois, but the others were natives of

Vermont.
Stebbcns A. Ford spent his early life in the State
of his nativity, and at the age of eighteen, in June,
1837, accompanied his parents on their westward
emigration to Illinois. Traveling by way of the
Erie Canal and Great Lakes, after three weeks they
reached Chicago but were not very favorably im
pressed with the garden city. They found it to be
a mere village upon a low wet prairie, and even the
most far-sighted could not have imagined or
dreamed of the wonderful growth which would
take place in the next half century. Mr. Ford
shared in the usual hardships arid trials of pioneer

enabled to surround his family with many of the
comforts of life which were hitherto wanting in
their home.

In 1875, Mr. and Mrs. Ford removed

from Ela Township to Wauconda where they have
since resided. They haVe a comfortable and pleas
ant home and the competence which he acquired in
former years by the assistance of his estimable wife
will enable them to spend their declining years in
rest and retirement. Mr. Ford still owns his farm
of two hundred and forty acres besides other valu
able property.
Mrs. Ford was in her maidenhood Miss Jerusha
Hill. She was born in Chemung County, N. Y.,
July 11, 1828, and for the record of her family
see the sketch of R. C. Hill on another page of this
work. She gave her hand in marriage with Mr.
Ford at Wauconda, April 30, 1847, and by their
union have been born seven children, four sons
and three daughters: Morris who follmvs farming,
married Miss Helen Turner, a native of Illinois, and

resides in Waucouda; Lois Ann died at the age of
six months; William Henry married Miss Anna
Ault and is proprietor of a hotel in Vinton, Iowa;
Mary Marie is the wife of L. E. Oakes, a butcher

His father had purchased a claim of one

of Chicago; Nellie F., is the wife of Erskine Oakes,

hundred and sixty acres in Lake 'County, and he

who is engaged in the livery business in Chicago;
Harry died at the age of one and a half years. and
an infant unnamed. is also deceased.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Ford are members of the
Baptist Church of Waucouda. in which he has
served as Deacon. In the Sunday-school he has
also been an active worker and in his labors has
the sympathy and assistance of his estimable wife,
a lady of inﬂuence in the community. Hospitality

life.

aided in opening up a. new farm which all know,
who have performed such work, is no easy task.
Later he began life for himself as an agriculturist.
The foundation upon which he has built his suc
cess was composed of industry, perseverance, good

business ability and a determination to succeed.
Many an acre of land has been cleared by him.
He tells of how when he ﬁrst came here he went to
Chicago to purchase oxen for working purposes,
traveling on foot across the country. much of which
was covered with water several inches in depth.
Afterward he went to Vermilion County, for the
same purpose and was there forced to succumb to
the fever and ague which was so prevalent in those
early days.

For about six months he was unable

to perform hardly any labor. It was only by a
determined will and his ceaseless energy that he

overcame the obstacles in his path, but in the
course of time his labors were rewarded by abund

ant harvests, and in consequence his ﬁnancial re
sources were much increased while he was thus

abides in their pleasant home and they hold an en
viable position in the social world. In politics,

Mr. Ford is a warm supporter of the Republican
party. He cast his ﬁrst vote for the grandfather
of our present Executive, William Henry Harrison,
and affiliated with the Whig party until its disso
lution. He took an active part in the campaign
of 1860, and has many times attended the large

political meetings held in the city of Chicago. At
one of these he had the pleasure of hearing that
most noted and gifted campaign singer. Lombard,
who traveled from ocean to ocean and from the
lakes to the

gulf, thrilling every one with his
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powerful and sweet voice. Mr. Ford has held a
number of official positions. He served as Road
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Township. and were among the early pioneers of
that time.

Mr. Melody’s father, John Melody,

was an early settler of Waukegan and became one
of the first grain buyers in that city.
running against John Robinson, one of the strong- .
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Melody resided in Chi
cago until 1844, when they removed to a farm in
est men in the opposite party, but he was the suc
cessful candidate and served for three years in that
the town of Libertyville, Lake County, while the
ofﬁce. The duties at that day were most import
husband devoted himself to agricultural pursuits.
ant for in addition to the regular duties of the
After a residence there of four years he then came
to Waukegan where he engaged in the grocery
office the Supervisor had full charge of the poor
business. Later he became a coal dealer of that
and the issuing of supplies to the war widows who
city, which trade he carried on until his death.
were many at that time. He received the highest
His wife survives him and is still hale and hearty,
commendation from those concerned, from his
following the occupation of nurse in Chicago.
political enemies as well as his constituents. For
Mr. and Mrs. Melody were blessed with a family
six years he served as School Trustee and for many
of eleven children, seven of whom are living at
years has been School Director. a fact which shows
this writing in the spring of l891—William A.,
that he is interested in the cause of education.
married Miss Julia Gibbons and is a leading hard
Socially, he is a member of the Masonic fraternity.
ware merchanth Waukegan; John is a widower
Public spirited and progressive he takes an active
and
resides in Chicago; Thomas now makes his
interest in the county's welfare, and is a man in
whom his fellow-townsmen place the utmost conﬁ
home in Nevada; Josephine is the wife of John
dence and reliance, his sterling worth havrng won
Thompson who is living in Chicago; and the three
him their warmest regard.
youngest members of the family, James R., Eliza
beth and Julia, all' reside in Chicago. The Melody
~15 ’75“"—QE‘EMM‘
git-Pi: 11H
family has been identiﬁed with the history of Lake
County for many years and never to its detriment.
Its members have proved themselves good citizens
[R Q lCIIAEL MELODY, deceased.is numbered who have taken a commendable interest in the de
i among the pioneer settlers who saw Lake
velopment and upbuilding of the county and it is
J County in its infancy and watched its therefore with pleasure that we here mention them
growth and progress from a wild and
among its honored pioneers.
sparsely settled region to one of the lcading coun
ties in Northern Illinois. He was born on the
Emerald Isle in 1823, but spent only two years of
his life in his native land. being then brought to
America by his parents who crossed the Atlantic to
SA. LITTLE, who is engaged in farming
New York and took up their residence in Oswego
on section 24, West Antioch Township.
County, where they made their home until 1850.
was born on the 9th of August, 1824, in
In that year they came to Illinois, bringing their
the town of Selina, Onondaga County, N.
family with them, and settled in Lake County.
Y. His father, Alfred Little, was a native of Hart
Michael Melody was now nearing man’s estate
ford, Conn., and when a young man removed to
and in Libertyville, in 1842, he was united in mar
New York, where he wedded Mrs. Polly Perkins. a
riage with Miss Catherine Drew, a daughter of
native of Danbury, Conn. By her ﬁrst marriage
Richard and Alice (Wall) Drew. The lady was
she had three children, all of whom are now deceas
born in Ireland in 1825, and at the age of twelve
ed. Mr. Little had also been previously married
years came to America with her parents in l837.
to a Miss Bates, by whom he had two daughters—
Her people settled in Lake County, in Libertyville
Amelia and Elizabeth. By the second marriage
Commissioner and Town Trustee, and in 1861,
was nominated as Supervisor of Ela Township,
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were born four sons and one daughter, all born in
New York, namely: Asa, whose name heads this
sketch; Alfred of Iowa; William who died in 1814;

Joseph, and Mrs. Lyda Cook, a widow, of Elroy,
Wis.
1n the spring of 1843, Mr. Little accompanied
by his family came by way of the Lakes to Illinois.
They landed at Southport, now Kenosha, Wis., and
settler] on the farm which is now occupied by our
subject, they being the ﬁrst family in the Grass
Lake precinct. The father secured from the Gov
ernment one hundred and sixty acres of land which
was covered with a heavy growth of timber and on
clearing a space built a log house. When the fam.
ily were comfortably settled in their new home he
turned his attention to the development of the land

and applied himself assiduously to its cultivation
until his death, which Occurred on the 27th of

February, 1869, at the age of eighty-two years and
ten months. His wife had preceded him to her
ﬁnal rest, dying February 28, 1853, at the age of
sixty-three years. He was a hard-working pio
neer, a valued citizen and an honorable man full
of practical ideas which won him success. In

1889, at the age of sixty-four years and eight
months.

On the 10th of March,

1891, he was

again married, his second union being with Mrs.
Louise M. Goodrich, of Chicago.
During the late war Mr. Little enlisted on the
10th of February, 1865, as a member of Company
H, One Hundred and Fifty-third Illinois Infantry,
his service being guard duty in Tullahoma and
Memphis, where he was mustered out September

21, 1865. He then returned to his farm, to which
he has devoted the greater part of his attention
since. He receives a pension from the Govern
ment as his health was seriously impaired during
the service. In politics he is a Republican and
since attaining his majority has never failed to
vote ata Presidential election, During the war
he was a member of the Union League and now
holds membership with the Grand Army Post of
Antioch. He belongs to the Baptist Church and
his wife is a Presbyterian in religious‘belief.

__‘+

lican. His wife was a member of the Baptist
Church.
In his native State Asa Little had acquired a
good education. He was a young man of nine_
teen years when he came to Illinois. Being the
eldest son in the family the greater part of the
work fell to his share, and be dug up stumps,
turned the tough sod. planted crops and did other
such work as is necessary in developing a farm.

r.'/““QllOliIAS GLYNCH, who was numbered
@ among the most prominent and respected
citizens and pioneers of WaucondaTown
ship, and a self-made man of the county, resided
on section 24, where he owned a ﬁne farm of four
hundred and eighty-two acres of imprdved land,
pleasantly and conveniently situated near the vil
lage of Wauconda. None are more deserving of a
representation in this volume than the gentleman
whose name heads this sketch. He was born in the

The year 1844 he Was employed as a farm hand,

County of Wexford, Ireland, on the 10th of April,

working for $10 per month, since which time he
has had charge of the old home farm and has added
to it many improvements.

1813, and was a son of Moses Glynch, who was
also born in the same county. Moses Glynch
served in the Revolution of 1798, taking up arms
in behalf of the Irish homes against British tyr
anny. He died on the Emerald Isle, at the age of

politics he was a Whig and afterward a Repub

In 1847, in Wisconsin, Mr. Little was united
in marriage with Deborah Palmer, a native of Co

lumbia County, N. Y., and unto them were born
seven children yet living, ﬁve sons and two daugh
ters—Albert W., of Gurnee; Alonzo P., a farmer

of Antioch Township; Coleman B., of Antioch:
Frank A. and Ward H., in Dakota; Emma E. and

Ettie D., of Lake Geneva. Wis.; Orpha' E., now

deceased.

seventy-ﬁve years.

He married Sarah Kendrick,

who was also a native of County Wexford, and
died at the age of forty-eight. In their family
were six children—Anthony. who was married and
died at the age of thirty-four; Mary, who became
the wife of Henry Ladd, a native of England, and

The mother died on the 18th of June, ' 'died in Wauconda about 1839, her funeral being
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the ﬁrst held in that place; Joseph, the next
younger, we will mention later on; Thomas follows

ject, Thomas Glynch. who was reared to manhood

in the order of birth; Sarah is the deceased wife of

educational advantages were very limited. but
reading, observation and experience made him a
well-informed man. Ilis natural ability and shrewd

R. Gahan, a boot and shoemaker; George, who
completes the family, is also deceased.
Joseph Glynch, who was connected in business

under the parental roof on the Emerald Isle.

His

ness did much for him in his business career, which
was that of an agriculturist. With only money

with our subject in earlier years, and is a promi
nent pioneer of the county, deserves especial men

enough to pay his passage, when eighteen years of

tion.

He was born March 11,1810, and in 1831

age, he started for America, being accompanied

left the Emerald Isle upon a sailing vessel, which
bore him to New York. After a year spent in the
Eastern metropolis, he came by way of the Erie
Canal and the Lakes to Chicago in 1832. The city
which is now second in size in the Union then con

Endowed with a young man’s bright hope of the
future and a determination to succeed, it was not
long before he obtained a position which at least
gave him board and clothing. Subsequently he

by his sister, Mary, and her husband, 11. Ladd.

sisted only of old Ft. Dearborn, surrounded by a

went to Connecticut, where he was so fortunate as to

few log cabins. He had no capital, but possessed
a farsightedness which led him to believe in the
future greatness of the West, while his industry
and enterprise won for him acompetence. The
ﬁrst work which he did in Chicago was Government labor, the placing of the piers in Lake Michigan.
After there spending ﬁve years, he and and his
brother Thomas came in 1837 to the site of their
present home, where they entered eighty acres of
land, purchasing the same from the Government
at 81.25 per acre. Joseph now owns one hundred
and ten acres of valuable land, having possessions
ample to supply all his wants throughout his re
maining years. The usual experiences and hard
ships of pioneer life were borne by him, but he
overcame such obstacles and worked his way up
ward to success. He cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote
for Martin Van Buren, and has ever strenuously
upheld the principles of Democracy. He is a
member of the Episcopal Church, and has led an
honorable, upright life, winning to himself many
friends, whose conﬁdence and regard be well

save the life of Capt. Nichol, who had served as a

merits.

He has always been of charitable mind,

and no better citizen can be found in Lake County
than Joseph Glynch. He was a personal acquaint
ance of Gen. Winﬁeld Scott. During his long
residence in the community he has witnessed the
entire growth and upbuilding of this county and
has born no inconsiderable part in its progress. A
just and useful life has he led, worthy of emulation

in many respects.
We now take up the personal history of our sub

sea captain 0n the ocean during the Revolutionary
War, and came to America in 1829.

After four

years spent in the East, Mr. Glynch arrived in
Chicago about 1834, and was engaged in Govern
ment work for two years, when he came to Lake

The story of his pioneer experiences,
County.
with its pleasures, excitements and oftentimes dan
gers, would ﬁll a volume equal in interest to that
of any romance.

-

On the 2d of October, 18417 in Fremont Town
ship, Mr. Glynch was united in marriage with Miss

Catherine Geary, a native of County Tyrone, Ire
land, born November 9. 1806. By their union
were born six children, namely:

George, who wed

ded Mrs. Mary F. Soules, a native of this county,
is engaged in farming in Fremont Township. and
in politics is a Democrat; Sarah A. is the wife of
Levi Wait, a retired

farmer of Volo; IIarrict is

living on the old homestead; Joseph, who mar

ried Miss Nellie Bangs, was educated in the Wau
conda schools and the \Vaukegan Commercial
College, and is an intelligent business man of Wau
conda, extensively engaged in the manufacture of
butter; Mary E., who has also an excellent educa

tion, resides at home, where she engages in paint
ing, having produced some pastels which are
highly commendable; Cassie L. is still under the

parental roof. The three Misses Glynch are ladies
of pleasant address who ﬁgure prominently in
social circles. The mother of this family died on
the 2d of March, 1886, and a beautiful monument
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marks the spot where her remains were laid to rest,

in the Catholic Cemetery of Fremont. She had
been in feeble health, and she had a room upstairs.
but spoke as if she would rather remain downstairs
to sleep, but the family thought she would enjoy her
own pleasant quarters. She went upstairs and in
less than two minutes she breathed her last in the
arms of her daughter Mary. Her last words were:
“Lord, have mercy on my soul.”
Mr. Glynch made farming his life

work, and

from a lowly position worked his way upward to
one of wealth and afﬂuence. He owned four hun
dred and eighty-two acres of highly improved land,
supplied with all modern conveniences and im
provements. There are good substantial buildings,
high grades of stock, and the place is characterized

by a neat appearance which indicates the thtift
and industry of the owner. Mr. Glynch cast his
ﬁrst Presidential vote for Martin Van Buren and
was ever afterward a Democrat, but never sought

or desired public ofﬁce.

In religious sentiment he

was an Episcopalian, but his wife was a member of

the Roman Catholic Church. A man of generous
impulses, he was open-handed, free hearted, chari
table and benevolent. The poor found in him a
warm friend, and all worthy enterprises never
sought his aid in vain. A pleasant, genial companion, he made friends wherever he went, and
the large circle which claimed his friendship in this
community held him in high esteem, such as his
upright life merited. He died June 4, 1891, aged
sevenzy-eight years, and his remains were laid to
rest in the Wauconda Cemetery.

family to Ogle 00., [H., where the next ﬁve years
were spent in farming and surveying. But the
dull routine of farm life was not suited to his taste,
so be determined to try his fortune in the then
thriving village of Chicago. Receiving his father's
blessing, he started on his journey, arriving in
Chicago, Feb. 7, 1844, with $10 in his pocket, as

cash capital. Work was not so easily obtained as
he thought it would be, but he had pluck and de
termination, aud although his scanty means were
used up, and with but little prospect for the future,
yet he would not return home in fulﬁllment of the
prophecy made when he left, that he would soon
be back. Fortune ﬁnally favored him, and he se
cured the position of Deputy County Clerk, under
George Davis, for which he was to receive $8 per
month.

In addition to this, he secured the posi

tion of clerk in an auction house, devoting his

evenings to that occupation.
in the spring of 1845 his salary was increased as
Deputy County Clerk to $200 per year, and he re
mained with Mr. Davis till the spring of 1846. In
November, 1845, he made his ﬁrst purchase of real
estate. He had succeeded in saving $85, and bor
rowing 315 from his employer, he made the ﬁrst
payment of *IOO. From that time his purchases
have been many, and in many instances have been
very fortunate.

Lake Forest, is a native of New York, born

On retiring from the clerk’s office, Mr. Farwell
secured a position in a real-estate office at a salary
of $400 per year, which was increased the second
year to $500. His savings he invested in real
estate and Mexican land warrants. At the end of
his third year in the real-estate ofﬁce, he went into
the banking house of Geo. Smith as corresponding
clerk at a salary of $700 per year. This position
he held but a short time, when he was made teller.
0n the urgent solicitation of his friends, in 1849,
Mr. Farwell ran for the ofﬁce of County Clerk, but

t
near Painted Post, Steuben County, July l,
1853, and is a son of Henry and Nancy Farwell.
The ﬁrst ﬁfteen years of his life were spent near
his birthplace, during which time be attended
school, the latter part of it being at the Elmira
(N. Y.) Academy, which he made a specialty of
surveying.
In 1838, our subject came with his father‘s

ofﬁce, and was elected by a large majority. On
the expiration of the term he was re-elected and
served until 1861. The succeeding three years he
was engaged in looking after his private affairs,
and in l86-l entered the present wholesale house of
the J. V. Farwell Company. with which he has
since been connected, nearly the entire time as

ON. CHARLES B. FARWELL, who, for
some years, has had a summer residence at

was beaten.

In 1853, he again ran for the same
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general manager. Possessing superior executive
abilities he brought the business up to one of great
magnitude, it being among the largest in the
United States.
In 1886, on the death of Gen. Logan, Mr. Far

well was elected to ﬁll the vacancy as a member
of the U. S. Senate, serving until the present year,
when the opposition securing control of the Legisla
ture be was defeated by John M. Palmer. That
be discharged the duties of the high ofﬁce with
credit to himself and his constituents goes without
saying. Nothing that he ever undertakes but is
well d0ne. Politically, since the formation of the
Republican party. he has been a steadfast Re
pubican, with no tinge of mugwumpery in his com
position.

In 1852, Mr. Farwell was united in marriage
with Miss Mary E. Smith, of Williamstown, Mass.
One son and two daughters have been born unto

them. Religiously he is liberal, while his wife is a
member of the Presbyterian Church.

$35
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crossed the Atlantic with the determination to try
his fortune in America. He landed at New York
on the 19th of January, 1842, and in May of that

year, went to Kenosha, Wis. Soon afterward he
settled in Benton Township, Lake County, where
he remained for two years, when he removed to a
farm on section 10, Newport Township, now his
home, apart of which land he had entered from the
Government. No improvements had been made,
the entire tract being in its primitive condition,
but he at once began clearing it, planted crops and
in the course of time where was once a barren
waste appeared ﬁelds of waving grain. Many val
uable improvements were added, both useful and
ornamental, and in pointing out the best farms in
Lake County, the Murrie homestead would be
mentioned among the number. It comprises one
hundred and eighty three acres of valuable land,
in the cultivation of which our subject has become
a well-to-do man. When he reached Kenosha he
had only $100 in American money and a Mexican

quarter. The former was paid for his land and the
quarter was the only coin which he had for two
years. Little money was circulated in the Western
country at that time, as groceries and dry goods

OHN MURRIE, who for many years has been
engaged in general farming on section 10,
Newport Township, is a native of Scotland,
and Was born in I’erthshire, November 22,
1816.

His father, David Murrie, was born in the

same house, as was also the grandfather. David
Murrie owned and operated a small farm and was
also a pit sawyer, making lumber in the old way.
He lived and died in his native land.

His wife,

whose maiden name was Mary Brown. was also
born in Scotland, and died in 1824, two years prior
to the death of her husband. In their family were

were taken in exchange for the products of the
farm.
On the 3d of October, 1845, in Newport Town- D
ship, Mr. Murrie was united in marriage with Jane
Murray, who was born in Glasgow, Scotland, Janu
ary 24, 1827, and was a daughter of William M. and

Nancy (Riley) Murray, both of whom were born
in Ireland, removing thence to Scotland. Twelve
children were born unto John and Jane Murrie.
Nancy, the eldest, was the wife of John Bonner,
and died April 27, 1872; Helen, who is now the

wife of Norton B. Brunning of Boone County,

eleven children, of whom four came to America.

Iowa; William, died April 6, 1859; Melvina, now

One sister, Mary, wife of Joseph Bower is living in
Smithland, Iowa; David died in Millburn, October,
30, 1886; Helen was the wife of Thomas Ilorn,

the wife of Charles Gorham of Rockefeller, who
carries on four large butter and cheese factories in
Lake County; Mrs. Elizabeth J. Bonner, of Fre

and died in Newport Township, August 21, 1879.

mont, Neb.; Catherine, wife of John Bonner, a
resident farmer of Millburn, Ill.; John A. died

We ﬁnd our subject beginning work at the age
of ten years, herding cattle during the summer
months, while in the winter season he attended

November 7, 1885; Edward J. died May 20, 1861;
Laura L. wife of Albert C. COI'l‘lS, of Russell, 111.;

School, where he acquired a fair education. He
was a young man of twenty-five years, when he

()f the three last named the two ﬁrst operate the

David, Robert Grant, and Freddie A., are single.
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home farm, thus enabling their father who is in
advanced years, to live a retired life; Freddie A.

the youngest of the family is living in Nebraska.
On becoming a citizen of America, Mr. Murrie
supported the Democratic party. Later he voted
with the Whig party, and in 1856, supported Fre
mont for President, since which time he has been
a stanch Republican. However, he has never

sought office, preferring to give his entire attention
to his business interests and the enjoyment of home
life. For thirty-five years he and his wife have
been identiﬁed with the Baptist Church of New
port. in which he has served as Deacon for some

time. Both are active workers and consistent
Christian people. who are held in high regard by
all who know them for their many excellencies of
character. Almost half a century has passed since
Mr. Murrie came to thecounty, and the greater
part of that time has been spent upon one farm.
He has left his home but seldom, one of his trips
away from Lake County being to revisit his natiVe
land. where he spent some months in 1871.

Mr.

Murric has led a busy, useful and honorable life,
winning the conﬁdence of all with whom he came
in contact and well deserves representation in this

volume among the best citizens of the county.

Delaware County, N. Y.. where he met and married
Miss Dorothy Jaquish. who was born in thc‘Empire
State, in 1774.

They were married in 1808. and

became parents of three sons and three daughters.
the eldest of whom, Betsy, became the wife of
Ansel Elliott, a New York farmer. and died about
1841, at the age of thirty-ﬁve years; Sallie married
Timothy Boardman. a farmer of New York, and
died at the age of forty years; Ilirain is the next
younger; George R. died at the age of sixty-six;
John G., who was a manufacturer of and dealer in
farming implements, died in Havanna, N. Y., in
1887; and Ann died at the age of twenty-two years.
The father of this family was a skillful worker in
wood and was a Baptist minister. He died in New
York, at the age of seventy-two years, his birth
having occurred in 1787. He was a cousin of the
“learned blacksmith,” Elihu Burritt.

credit for his success.

p)

which has been his property since 1865.

Throughout his life he has foll0wed agricultural
pursuits and is ranked among the leading and enter
prising farmers of the community. So widely and
favorably known is he that this work would be in
complete without his sketch aud it is with pleasure
that we present a record of his life to the readers
of this ALBUM.
Mr. Burritt was born in Harpersfield, Delaware
County, N. Y., November 16, 1817. and traces his
ancestry back to one of the early families of Con
necticut, which was founded in that State during
COlOnial days. His father, Reed Burritt. a native
of Connecticut, when quite young emigrated to

His wife was

a daughter of one of the Revolutionary heroes.
Her father belonged to one of the original lIolland
families of New York and served throughout the
War for Independence. The remains of this worthy
couple were laid to rest in a cemetery in Schuyler
County, N. Y. The Burritt family is of English,
Scotch and Welsh descent. Mr. Burritt is truly a
self-made man. He was only eight years of age
when he began life for himself at work upon a farm,
and since that time has been entirely dependent
upon his own efforts.
He alone deserves the
In the years which have

come and gone he has experienced many disadvan
tages and difﬁculties, but hard labor, perseverance
and a strong determination to succeed overcame
the obstacles in his path. His education was quite
limited. Only two or three months during the
winter he had a chance to attend school and then his
training was received in the old time schools where
the birchen rod and dunce block were considered
part of the curriculum. In 1837, Mr. Burrittemi
grated to Illinois, working for his board upon the
vessel in which he made the passage toChicago. lIe
landed in that city without enough money to pay
for his breakfast but traded off an old gun and thus
secured the funds necessary to liquidate his bill.
He located in the extreme western part of Cook
County, which afterward formed a part of Me
llenry County, and now is a part of Lake County.
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A log cabin marked the site of Wauconda and only
two houses were along the road between that place
and Wheeling. One of the ﬁrst pioneers, he has
witnessed the entire growth and development of
the county and has shared in the usual experiences
of frontier life, including its hardships and priva
tions. The nearest post ofﬁce was a distance of
ﬁfteen miles and the postage upon a single letter at
that time was twenty-ﬁve cents. Mr. Burritt en
gaged at work for which he was to be paid $20 per
month but not a cent did he receive. After work

duties of life and the daughters became successful
teachers.
On disposing of his farm in \Visconsin, Mr.

ing as a farm-hand until January,

1838, he then

and returned to Lake County, locating, in August,

hundred and sixty

until 1840 and he returned

1859, in Ela Township, where he purchased a farm
of one hundred ﬁfty’four acres. He continued its
cultivation for three years and then rented, pur

On again coming West, he went

chasing his home in Waucouda, December 22, 1862,

made claim

of about one

acres, situated three miles from Waucouda, upon

which he

resided

to New York.

Burritt removed to Atlanta, Logan County, lll.,

where he purchased land and also engaged in the
meat market business, having the ﬁrst market at
that place. For two years be there carried on
operations when he traded his farm for property
about four miles south of the village of Tremont,
in 'I‘azcwell County, where he followed farming for
two years. At the end of that time he sold out

to Milwaukee, Wis., where he engaged in cutting
where he has since resided. IIis farm in Ela'l‘own
wood at thirty-seven and a half cents per cord,
ship was sold in 1865, and he became owner of two
boarding himself. He remained in Wisconsin until _ hundred and thirty-four acres of land in Waucouda
November, 1855, during which time he purchased
Township which constitutes one of the best farms
one hundred and eleven acres of land at $1.25 per
in the community though he has since sold ten
acre in this county, upon which he erected a
acres. It is all uhder a high state of cultivation,
excellently improved and is considered one bf
house.
the ﬁnest dairy farms in township. Mr. Burritt
On the 3lst of March. 1839, Mr. Burritt was
has not only been prominently connected with
united in marriage with Miss Julia Ann Ford, a
native of Vermont. In her girlhood she had
the agricultural interests of the county but has also
been connected with many other of its public
acquired agood education and after coming to
enterprises and important affairs. Also in Wiscon
Illinois engaged in teaching for some years. By
sin he was a prominent citizen and held a number
their marriage seven children were born, four sons
of public ofﬁces. His hat was the only ballot box
and three daughters. Their eldest son died in child
used at the ﬁrst election in his district. He held
hood; Olive is now the wife of J. S. Pratt, a
farmer residing in Spearﬁsh, S. l)ak.; Reed, who

the office

resides in Glenwood Springs, Garﬁeld County,
Col., owns a ranch and is engaged in the butcher
ing business in which he is quite successful; Fred.
D. died at the age of seven years; Flora E. is the

School Director and for many years served as
Justice of the Peace. He has also been School
Director in \Vauconda for more than twelve years
and has here served as Notary Public and Justice
of the Peace and for four years a member of the
County Board of Supervisors. He has practiced law
more or less during the entire time and has trans
acted business of great importance. However, he
has never sought ofﬁce but was tendered the posi
tions on account of his worth and ﬁtness for the
ofﬁce. In his political afﬁliations he was at ﬁrst a
Democrat, casting his ﬁrst vote in 1840 for Martin
Van Buren. He afterward became a Freesoiler,
and in 1856 voted for Gen. Fremont, the ﬁrst_Re
publican candidate. He also supported Lincoln at

wife of Charles H. Sines, a conductor on the Chi

cago & Northwestern Railroad, residing in Barring
ton; Laura Ella is the wife of Everett O. Joslyn, a
farmer of Seneca, McHenry County, Ill.;and Fred.

R. is married and makes his home in Delta County,
Col., where he owns a ranch.

He is also Assessor

of that county. In his business affairs he has been
very successful and is a prominent citizen of the
community where he makes his home. The chil
dren were all provided with good educational ad
vantages, such as would ﬁt them for the practical

of Supervisor, for twelve

years was
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both elections and Gen. U. S. Grant. He then
voted for the great philanthropist, Peter Cooper,
the leader of the Greenback party, and for Samuel
J. 'l‘ilden and Grover Cleveland. He is now one
of the stalwart advocates of the principles of the
Democracy. During the Rebellion he was appointed enrolling ofﬁcer for his t0wn. He is a
member of the Masonic fraternity. has held the
highest ofﬁce in the Blue Lodge. and for twenty

Panthers had their lairs in the adjoining swamps,
and wild and unsettled was the neighborhood.
In the fall of 1836, the family emigrated West
ward by way of the Lakes to Michigan, which State
they crossed, and then took a boat to Chicago,
which at that time consisted of only a few log cah
ins on a wet prairie. They ﬁrst located in what is
now Avon Township. where Mr. Stanley broke
land for Mr. Edwards. He then built a log house

years has been a member of McHenry Chapter.
Mrs. Burritt. a most estimable lady, isa member of

16x24 feet with a puncheon ﬂoor, on the peninsula
southeast of Fox Lake. The land was purchased

the Bapist Church. They have a wide circle of
friends and acquaintances in this community where

from the Government. He had to pay twenty-five
per cent. interest on his money, and afterward lost

they have so long resided.

Certainly no one is

the entire amount, one hundred and sixty acres.

more deserving mention in this volume than the
honored pioneer, Hiram B. Burritt whose life is so
closely connected with the history of the county.
Whether in private life or in his public career he
has always so conducted himself as to win the conﬁdence and esteem of those with whom he has been
brought in conutact.
I.

Hardships and privations were their lot during
those earlier years. During the ﬁrst winter wolves
made it dangerous to venture unarmed away from
home. The eldest son was once compelled to make
a trip, and for protection he placed upon his sled a
hogshead in which he climbed. He was accom
panied by a dog which kept the wolves away from
the cattle, and he called to the oxen from out the
hunghole and thus he escaped uninjured. The death

9

£5
'

of the mother occurred in 185], after which Mr.

RALZEMAN STANLEY, who resides on
section 3, Grant Township, is One of the

Stanley was twice married. He lived to be seventy
eight years of age, and died in Nebraska. He had
four children: Munroe, who lives on Nippersink

honored pioneer settlers of the county,

Point with his brother Robert;Aralzeman;Frances

VJ
dating his residence from the fall of 1836.
Very few are left to relate the story of frontier life
ln Lake County in that early day for many have

Harriet, deceased wife of James Norton; and Rob:
crt, who served in Company 1), Ninety-sixth Illi
nois Infantry, and is now living at Nippersink

FT)

moved to other States, while others have departed

Point_

this life. The sketch of Mr. Stanley will therefore
be all the more acceptable, for hardly another citizen of the county can relate incidents of so early a
period. The family of which he is a member. was

Our subject was only four years old when the
family came to this county. He shared in the hard
ships and privations of pioneer life in the days
when the deep snow would become crusted over

founded in America during Colonial days, and his

so that men and animals could walk upon it. Deer

great-grandfather served in the Revolutionary
and wild game furnished the meat for the table and
\Var. His father, Robert Stanley, was born in
almost their only visitors were the Indians. The
Hartford, Conn., and having attained to mature
red men taught our subject, when a boy, the way
years, married Hulda King. a native of that
to ﬁsh through the ice, and to this occupation the
city. They removed to Erie County, N. Y., very
family looked in a great measure for their support.
soon afterward, and Mr. Stanley worked Indian
The children caught the ﬁsh and the father hauled
land on the Oneida Reservation. He also owned a
loads to Chicago when it would require three days
large maple orchard and engaged in the manufacfor the journey. They were in extremely limited
ture of maple syrup. Their home then seemed to ‘ circumstances and in winter time would lay straw
be almost on the very borders of civilization. I upon the ice to keep their bare feet from freezing.
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Such are some of the hardships which Mr. Stanley
underwent during his boyhood. When twenty
eight years of age he responded to his country’s call
for troops, enlisting in 1862 in Company D, Ninety
sixth Illinois Infantry,which was organized at Wau
kegan. He participated in the battles of Chicka
mauga and Lookout Mountain, those of the Atlanta
campaign, Dalton, Kenesaw Mountain and Resaca,

Ga. At Chattanooga the troops were nearly starved,
eating the corn which was given to the mules. At
Resaca Mr. Stanley was wounded. one bullet made
a hole through his hat, another tore his blanket off
his back and his right leg was shot through. He
was carried to the hospital where gangrene set in
and he suffered all the agonies possible. He was
never able to rejoin his regiment and was dis
charged in Indianapolis in 1865.
On his return to Lake County Mr. Stanley, in
1867, was married to Miss Elizabeth S. Rix, a na

tive of
uel and
English
York.

McHenry County and a daughter of Sam
Marian (Smith) Rix. Her father was of
birth and her mother was born in New
Five children grace the union of Mr. Stan

ley and his wife—Ora A., Orville L.; Dottie G.,
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way home. The parents of our subject, George
and Elmira (Bailey) Shepard, were natives of
Massachusetts. The date of the father’s birth was
1802 and that of the mother 1806. He wasa
wheelright by trade, and in 1842, removed from

Massachusetts to Lake County, Ill., entering land
in Warren Township which he at once began to
improve,continuing its cultivation until 1850.when
he traveled over land to California. His death
occurred in that State the same year. He took an
active part in public and political affairs during the
early history of this county and was an Abolition
ist in sentiment. His wife survived him about
forty years. dying in this county in January, 1891.
In their family were ﬁve children—George L., who

is married and resides in Greeley County, Col.;
Augusta. wife of John Stearns, of Warren Town
ship; Benjamin F. of this sketch; Alonzo, who is
married and makes his home in North Loup,Neh.;
and Lizzie, now Mrs. Black,of Scotia, Neb.

Our subject was born in Norfolk County. Mass.,
in 1831, and was therefore but ten years old when
the family came to this county. He was reared in
the usual manner of farmers’ lads and he acquired

wife of Oscar Norton; Homer V. and Fred R.

his education in a log schoolhouse,

Mr. Stanley has made his home at Fox Lake
since 1868. He increases his income by serving as
pilot upon the lakes and by hunting. He also re
ceives a small pension. In politics he is a Repub
lican. He and his wife are members of the Baptist
Church and by all who knew them are held in the
highest esteem. Their excellencies of character en
title them to this universal regard.

common in those early days, which he attended
about three months during the winter season. He

o—sE'vEQ-jféwéseE—¢

"—\\.EN..IA1\11N F. SHEPARD, who is engaged
}
/,\in general farming and stock-raising on sec
Ution 16, Warren Township, is numbered
among the early settlers of the county, dat
ing his residence from 1842. The Shepard fam
ily of which he is a member traces its ancestry back
to the land of the Pilgrim Fathers at Plymouth
Rock. On the uiaternal side he is also descended
from an old Massachusetts family and his grand
father, Israel Bailcy, served in the War of 1812.
He was present at Perry’s victory and died on his

@

such as was

was married in \Varren Township, in 1858, to Miss

Melvina J. Lamb, a native of this county,and a
daughter of Joseph and Hannah (Tolbert) Lamb,
both of whom were natives of Massachusetts, and

settled in Warren Township, this county, in 1839,
at what is known as Lamb’s Corners, being thus
named in honor of her father.
He made the
county his home until his death with the exception
of a few years spent in California at the time of
the gold excitement in that State. He died a num
ber of years ago and Mrs. Lamb was called to her
ﬁnal rest in 1887.
Although he had previously learned the carpen
ter’s trade. Mr. Shepard, after his marriage, located
in Warren Township where he followed farming
for some years but when his country became
engaged__in civil war he abandoned the plow and
with riﬂe in hand went to the front. It was in 1862,
that he became a member of Company G, Ninety
sixth Illinois Infantry, enlisting for three years
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service. His regiment joined the army of the
Cumberland and Tennessee, and participated in the
important battles of Chickmauga, Chattanooga,

(\

Kenesaw Mountain, Resaca, and those of the siege

well-known hardware merchant and prominent bus
iness man of Lake County. He has the honor of
being a native-born citizen of Illinois, to which
State his parents removed at an early day. He
was born in the village of Chicago, on the 9th of

of Atlanta. At the ﬁrst named he received a gun
shot wound which conﬁned him to the hospital some
eight months. He afterward participated in the bat
tle of Nashville against Gen. Hood. When the war
was over and the country no longer needed his ser
vices he was honorably discharged at Nashville, in
1865, and returned to Lake County, Ill.

While battling for the Union and the cause of
freedom at the front, Mrs. Shepard sickened and
died in 1864, and he returned to asaddened house

hold. A son was also left to mourn her loss, Clar
ence A. who is now residing in Los Angeles, Cal.
Mr. Shepard was again married in 1867 to Miss
Lucy Kellogg,a native of New York, and a daugh
ter of Asel and Eunice (Heald) Kellogg. The wife’s
family ﬁrst settled in Lake County in 1842. Her
mother died in 1870 but Mr. Kellogg is n0w living
in Greeley County, Neb. The second wife died in
April 1869, childless. Mr. Shepard was married to
his present wife in 1880. She was Mrs. Melinda
Bishop, (widow) and a daughter of Enos and Me
linda (Edson) Talbot, now both deceased. Mrs.
Shepard was born in Masbachussetts.
For some time after the war was over, Mr. Shep
ard resided in Nebraska and Colorado, where he

followed his trade of earpentering and on his return
to this county he resumed agricultural pursuits.
He has a good farm, situated on section 16, Warren

Township. He is an enterprising and successful
business man and is also accounted one of the lead
ing citizens of the community. He votes with the
Republican party and has held the town OﬁlCP-S of
Collector and Commissioner. He has also been a
member of the School Board and socially holds
membership with \Vaukegan Post, No. 374, G. A.
R. He has been an eye-witness of almost the
entire development of the county from the days
when its broad prairies were wild and uncultivated,

when the work of civilization had hardly begun
and when even the most far-sighted could not have
dreamed of the rapid advancement

which

the

county could make within less than half a century.
He has ever borne his share in the promotion of
its interests and is a worthy pioneer.

|;ILLIAM A. MELODY. of Waukegan.

In

W recording this sketch we present to the
readers of this ALBUM the life work of a

April, 1843, and is a son of Michael and Catherine

(DreW) Melody, for a more extended notice of
whom see sketch elsewhere in this work.
In 1844, when a child but a year old, Mr. Mel

ody was brought by his parents to Lake County
and spent his boyhood days on a farm in the town
of Libertyville. In 1846, the family removed to
Waukegan where he was reared to manhood and
where he completed his education in the city
schools. “Ile serVed an apprenticeship to the tin_
uer’s trade with the ﬁrm of Tiffany & Lucas of
Waukegan, beginning when sixteen years of age
and subsequently be worked as a journeyman tinner
in Chicago for several years. It was in 1870, that
he began business for himself in \Vaukegan in his
present line and for twenty-one years he has car
ried on operations and built up an excellent trade.
He carries a general stock of hardware, stoves and
tinware and does a general jobbing business.
Mr. Melody married Miss Julia Gibbons, a native
of Geneva, Wis. One child graces their union, a
daughter, Genevieve, who was born in Waukegan,
March 1, 1878. Mr. Melody and his family are
members of the Catholic Church and in politics he
is a stanch Democrat. The statement that he has
represented his ward in the City Council for twelve
years is proof of his faithfulness and capability as
an official. He is a member of the Independent
Order of Foresters. belonging to Court Little Fort,
N0. 79, also to the Waukegan Court, No. 53, 0.0.
F.; and to the Royal Arcanum.
Mr. Melody has now been identiﬁed with the
business interests of Waukegan for twenty-one
consecutive years and has, by strict attention to
the wants of his customers and by fair and upright
dealing, built up a prosperous business. He has
made judicious investments in real estate and now
owns a valuable property. He has always taken
an active interest in public affairs and is known as
a progressive and inﬂuential citizen.
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Y. CORY, formerly one of the most prominent
citizens of Waukegan, now a resident of New
1’ l
York City, was born in Hamilton, Canada, and
is about sixty-three years of age. He came to
Waukegan in early life and began clerking for D.
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have been born two children—Kate and Stewart.
The latter is now with an extensive paper dealer of
New York with whom he has been associated for
the past ten years. The daughter is adesigner and
artist of New York City. Her skill and ability

O. Dickinson, then a merchant of Little Fort, and

at once attracted the attention of her tutors, and

the largest grain dealer in the West at that time.
He also kept his employer’s books. In 1855, he
entered into partnership with George Allen of Chi
cago, in the grain and commission business, and
subsequently the ﬁrm took in a third partner, N.
K. Fairbanks, now a noted operator of Chicago.

from the time she entered upon her work up to
the present she has been recognized as second to
no artist in the metropolis.

_—~++ee:eee<*————e

Not long afterward, Mr. Cory sold his interest in

the business and entered the bank of Coats, Dryen
forth & Co., of Chicago. In 1856, he purchased
the Waukegan Gazette. As the editor of that paper
he supported, with all the zeal and impulsiveness
of his nature, the war and the administration of

President Lincoln, also those of the Republican
party, who afterward ﬁlled. the Executive chair.
On the formation of the Lake County Agricultural
and Horse Growers Association, he was chosen

Secretary,and the aﬁairs which were held under its
direction were the most successful of the kind ever
held in the United States.
In 18%", Mr. Cory left Waukegan and went to
New York, where he was associated with R. l].
Parks, a dealer in stocks on Wall btreet.

More

recently he has been with Barbour Bros. & Co..
manufacturers and dealers in thread of that city.
Few if any citizens of Lake County have been
more widely known than I. Y. Cory, and none
more favorably so. He was identiﬁed with almost
every public enterprise and political movement
from the county’s organization until his removal
to the East. As an aggressive partisan he made
many political enemies but has a host of warm per
sonal friends in both parties. He was open handed
to a fault and no one, better than his enemies,
knew they would receive help sooner from Mr.
Cory if the cause was a proper one. Few men
would receive more cordial greeting than he should
his genial face again be seen on the streets of Wau
kegan. His pleasant and courteous manner won
all hearts.
In 1852, Mr. Cory was united in marriage with
Miss Eliza F. Kellogg of Waukegan, and unto them

\\ ANIEL CUNNINGHAM, was one of the
very earliest settlers of Lake County. He
located in the very eastern part of the
town of Libertyville in 1837, at a day
when few had sought homes in this then far west
ern region. He was a native of Ireland, born and
reared in County Tipperary. He was also married
in his native county, Miss Ellen Codey becoming
his wife. In 1837, they bade good-by to the Emer
ald Isle, and crossed the Atlantic to America, com
ing direct to Lake County, 111. Mr. Cunningham
Secured land in the eastern part of the town of

Libertyville and began its deVelopment and im
provement, continuing to engage in agricultural
pursuits until his death, which occurred on the 26th
of August, 1856. His wife survived him thirty
years, dying on the 13th of February, 1886.
Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham were parents of three
children, two Sons and a daughter, namely: Mar
garet, who is now the wife of Harry Reed of Mich
igan; P. W. who wedded Mary Gallagher, daugh
ter of James Gallagher and resides in Waukegan;
John, a resident of Tacoma, Wash. The parents
were both members of the Catholic Church and
were highly respected people. They bore the usual
hardships and trials of frontier life, aided in the
development of the county and are well worthy of

mention in the history of this locality.
Their son, P. W. Cunningham, who now resides
in Waukegan, was born in the town of Liberty
ville, May 1, 1849, and the days of his boyhood
and youth were spent on the home farm. He de
termined to engage in other pursuits after attain
ing to mature years, and in November, 1866, began
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learning the harness-maker’s trade in Libertyville,
where he remained until 1868, when he went to

Waukegan and entered the employ of James High
land. Since 1889, he has been engaged with Fred
Palmer in the line of his trade.
On the 14th of October, 1880. Mr. Cunningham
was married as before stated. They have one child,
a daughter, Minnie, born August 2. 1882. He and
his wife are members of the Catholic Church. Mr.
Cunningham is a Republican in politics, and be
longs to the Independent Order of Foresters. He
is a representative of one of the honored pioneer
families of the county and is a worthy citizen of
Waukegan.

¢%—=

his need forced him to invent others. Many were
injured in the ship yards and by premature explo
sions in blasting stone. One of the surgical instru
men ts invented was for the reduction of compound
fractures of the jaw, and it is now used in every
part of the civilized world.
In those days commerce and ship building en
gaged most of the energies and capital of New
England. To become master of one of the clipper
ships that were then spreading their canvas to the
winds in every part of the maritime world, to the
envy and surprise of all commercial nations, was
the ambition of nearly every son of the Pine Tree
State. The life, however, was a hazardous and
undesirable one. The Doctor had been married
in 1823, having wedded Sarah Prince in Thomas
ton, Me., and they did not wish their six sons to

\AVID KELLOGG, M. D., deceased, was

‘ born in Framingham, Mass., in 179]. He
received most excellent educational ad
vantages, having been a graduate of Har
vard, and a classmate of Edward Everett. He
chose the medical profession as his life work and
studied

with Dr. Warren, of Boston, the most

distinguished physician of New England at that
time, and soon afterward located in Thomaston,

Me., which place was noted for its extensive ship
building interests and stone quarries. He soon
became the leading practitioner in that city, was
placed in charge of the State Penitentiary, also
made quarantine

physician for two townships,

and placed in charge of the small-pox and yel
low fever hospital. His practice was a constantly
increasing one, and had he not [)OSSSBSSth an iron
constitution it would have been impossible to
withstand the constant strain upon him day and
night.

His ability was such that his reputation

soon became more than State wide, and the prac.
ticc which would have been given to him he was
unable to accept. In addition to his many duties,
he was a contributor to the London Lancet
through a long series of years and was the inven
tor of a number of surgical instruments. They say
that necessity

is the mother of invention.

It

proved so in' this instance for many cases brought
to Dr. Kellogg could not be successfully treated
with the appliances he already had, and thus

follow the sea. The West offered good advantages,
and in 1846 he came with his family to Little
Fort. now Waukegan. By nature the Doctor was
an earnest student. Hitherto his profession had
so engrossed him that he had little time for study,
but now found the leisure which made it possible
to carry out his long-cherished desire, and he be
came an untiring and interested student of nature
and of the sciences. The world’s growth, progress
and advancement were also topics of the deepest
interest to him up to the day of his death. He was
a ripe scholar in both Greek and Latin, and was
Well versed in the science of chemistry and kin
dred branches. A great reader, he eagerly per
used everything relating to his country’s political
history and that of Europe as well. In political
sentiment he was one of the strongest Whigs and
his admiration of Clay and Webster amounted
almost to idolatry. The latter probably never
made a speech of any importance in Boston but
what Dr. Kellogg was numbered among his audi
tors.

The Doctor's father was a clergyman and served
as Washington’s chaplain when the headquarters
of the army were at Cambridge. The patriotic
and religious instruction of his youth did much to
mold his character. He was a true type and ex
ponent of the New England Puritan whose law
abiding. scholarly and religious inﬂuence has left
its impress upon the generations that have fol
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lowed them. Such traits have been the ennobling
inﬂuence of the nation. Dr. Kellogg lived the al
lotted three-score years and died in Waukegan, in
all who
knewFred
him.II.. a seamun,
I 1869,
Onrlamented
subject’s by
children
were:
who (lied in Philadelphia, of yellow fever; Sarah
8., wife of Gov. E. P. Ferry, of Washington;
Eliza P., wife of I. Y. Cory, of New York;
Charles, who died in California in 1850; David,
a merchant of Seattle, Wash, where he has resided

since 1860; George P., a resident farmer of Ben
ton Township; Gardner, who removed to Seattle,
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1841, at the age of thirty-ﬁve years; Sallie married
Timothy Boardman. a farmer of New York, and
died at the age of forty years; Hiram is the next
younger; George R. died at the age of sixty-six;
John G., who was a manufacturer of and dealer in
farming implements, died in Havanna, N. Y., in
1887; and Ann died at the age of twenty-two years.
The father of this family was a skillful worker in
wood and was a Baptist minister. He died in New
York, at the age of seventy-two years, his birth
having occurred in 1787. He was a cousin of the
“learned blacksmith,” Elihu Burritt.

His wife was

a daughter of one of the Revolutionary heroes.
Her father belonged to one of the original Holland
Seattle Fire Department and President of the
families of New York and served throughout the
Paciﬁc Coast United Fireman’s Association; Ed
ward N., Meat-Commander in the United States
War for Independence. The remains of this worthy
couple were laid to rest in a cemetery in Schuyler
Navy, died in Pensacola, Fla., of yellow fever;
and Ellen H., deceased wife of Capt. George llill, ‘ County, N. Y. The Burritt family is of English,
Scotch and Welsh descent. Mr. Burritt is truly a
who was one of Gen. Sheridan’s staff ofﬁcers and
self-made man. He was only eight years of age
lost an arm at Appomattox.
when he began life for himself at work upon a farm,
and since that time has been entirely dependent
upon his own efforts.
He alone deserves the
credit for his success. In the years which have
IRAM B. Bl.v RRl'l‘T,Wauconda. is the owner
come and gone he has experienced many disadvan
tages and difﬁculties, but hard labor, perseverance
of a line dairy farm of two hundred thirty
and a strong determination to succeed overcame
four acres situated in Wauconda Township,
the obstacles in his path. His education was quite
\.
which has been his property since 1865.
limited. Only two or three months during the
Throughout his life he has followed agricultural
winter he had achance to attend school and then his
pursuits and is ranked among the leading and enter
training was received in the old time schools where
prising farmers of the community. So widely and
the birclien rod and dunce block were considered
favorably known is he that this work would be in
part of the curriculum. In 1837, Mr. Burrittemi~
complete without his skctcli and it is with pleasure
grated to Illinois, working for his board upon the
that we present a record of his life to the readers
vessel in which he made the passage toChicago. He
of this ALBUM.
landed in that city without enough money to pay
Mr. Burritt was born in Harpersﬁeld, Delaware
for his breakfast but traded 011‘ an old gun and thus
County, N. Y., November 16, 1817. and traces his
secured the funds necessary to liquidate his bill.
ancestry back to one of the early families of Con
He located in the extreme western part of Cook
necticut, which was founded in that State during
County, which afterward formed a part of Me
Colonial days. His father, Reed Burritt, a native
Henry County, and now is a part of Lake County.
of Connecticut, when quite young emigrated to
A log cabin marked the site of Wauconda and only
Delaware County, N. Y., where he met and married
two houses were along the road between that place
Miss Dorothy Jaquish, who was born in the Empire
and Wheeling. One of the ﬁrst pioneers, he has
State, in 1774. They were married in 1808, and
witnessed the entire growth and development of
became parents of three sons and three daughters,
the county and has shared in the usual experiences
the eldest of whom, Betsy, became the wife of
of frontier life, including its hardships and priva
Ansel Elliott, a New York farmer, and died about
Wash., in 1860, and is now Chief Engineer of the
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tions. The nearest post ofﬁce was a distance of
ﬁfteen miles and the postage upon a single letter at
that time was twenty-ﬁve cents. Mr. Burritt en
gaged at work for which he was to be paid $20 per

month but nota cent did he receive. After work
ing as afarm-hand until January, 1838, he then
made claim of about one hundred and sixty
acres, situated three miles from Wauconda, upon

which he resided until 1840 and he returned
to New York. On again coming West, he went
to Milwaukee, Wis., where he engaged in cutting
wood at thirty-seven and a half cents per cord,
boarding himself. He remainedin Wisconsin until
November, 1855, during .which time he purchased
one hundred and eleven acres of land at $1.25 per
acre in this county, upon which he erected a
house.

On the 31st of March, 1839, Mr. Burritt was
united in marriage with Miss Julia Ann Ford, a

native of Vermont. In her girlhood she had
acquired agood education and after coming to
Illinois engaged in teaching for some. years. By
their marriage seven children were born, four sons
and three daughters. Their eldest son died in child
hood; Olive is now the wife of J. S. Pratt, a

farmer residing in Spearﬁsh, S. Dak.; Reed, who
resides in Glenwood Springs, Garﬁeld County,
Col., owns a ranch and is engaged in the butcher

ing business in which he is quite successful; Fred.
D. died at the age of seven years; Flora E. is the
wife of Charles H. Sines, a conductor on the Chi
cago dz Northwestern Railroad, residing in Barring
ton; Laura Ella is the wife of Everett 0. Joslyn, a
farmer of Seneca, McHenry County, Ill.;and Fred.

R. is married and makes his home in Delta County,
(30]., where he owns a ranch.

He is also Assessor

of that county. In his business aﬁ‘airs he has been
very successful and is aprominent citizen of the
community where he makes his home. The chil
dren were all provided with good educational ad
vantages, such as would ﬁt them for the practical
duties of life and the daughters became successful
teachers.
On disposing of his farm in Wisconsin, Mr.
Burritt removed to Atlanta, Logan County, ILL,
where he purchased land and also engaged in the
meat market business, having the ﬁrst market at

that place. For two years he there carried on
operations when he traded his farm for property
about four miles south of the village of Tremont,
in Tazcwell County, where he followed farming for
two years. At the end of that time he sold out
and returned to Lake County, locating, in August,
1859, in Ela Township, where he purchased a farm

of one hundred ﬁfty.four acres. He continued its
cultivation for three years and then rented, pur
chasing his home in Wauconda, December 22, 1862,
where he has since resided. His farm in Ela Town
ship was sold in 1865, and he became owner of two
hundred and thirty-four acres of land in Wauconda
Township which constitutes one of the best farms
in the community though he has since sold ten
acres. It is all under a high state of cultivation,
excellently improved and is considered one of
the ﬁnest dairy farms in township. Mr. Burritt
has not only been prominently connected with
the agricultural interests of the county but has also
been connected with many other of its public
enterprises and important affairs. Also in Wiscon
sin he was a prominent citizen and held a number
of public ofﬁces. His hat was the only ballot box
used at the ﬁrst election in his district. He held
the ofﬁce of Supervisor, for twelve years was
School Director and for many years served as
Justice of the Peace. He has also been School
Director in Wauconda for more than twelve years
and has here served as Notary Public and Justice
of the Peace and for four years a member of the

County Board of Supervisors. He has practiced law
more or less during the entire time and has trans
acted husiness of great importance. However, he
has never sought ollice but was tendered the posi
tions on account of his worth and ﬁtness for the
Ofﬁce. In his political afﬁliations he was at ﬁrst a
Democrat, casting his ﬁrst vote in 1840 for Martin
Van Buren.

He afterward became a Freesoiler,

and in 1856 voted for Gen. Fremont, the ﬁrst Re

publican candidate. He also supported Lincoln at
both elections and Gen. U. S. Grant. He then
voted for the great philanthropist, Peter Cooper,
the leader of the Greenback party, and for Samuel
J. Tildcn and Grover Cleveland. He is now one
of the stalwart advocates of the principles of the
Democracy. During the Rebellion he was ap
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pointed enrolling ofﬁcer for his town. He is a
member of the Masonic fraternity. has held the
highest ofﬁce in the Blue Lodge, and for twenty
years has been a member of MeHenry Chapter.
Mrs. Burritt, a most estimable lady, isa member of
the Bapist Church. They have a wide circle of
friends and acquaintances in this community where
they have so long resided. Certainly no one is
more deserving mention in this volume than the
honored pioneer, Hiram B. Burritt whose life is so
closely connected with the history of the county.
Whether in private life or in his public career he
has always so conducted himself as to win the con
ﬁdence and esteem of those with whom he has been
brought in conntact.

Q-aaQQMa-e

AMES PARKER NICHOLS, an early settler
of Waukegan, is prominently identified with
its business interests as a well-known dealer
in hardware. stoves, tinware, etc.

He was

born in the town of Rutland, Rutland County,Vt.,
on the 22d of December, 1822, and comes from

old New England stock, which was represented in
the Revolutionary War by both grandfathers of
our subject. The Nichols family is English origin
and was founded in America in early Colonial
days. Levi Nichols, the grandfather, was born in
Chesterﬁeld, N. H., and in 1804 settled with his

family in Rutland, Vt.
The father of our subject, Daniel Nichols, was
born in Chesterﬁeld in 1793, and removed to the

Green Mountain State with his parents. He served
in the War of 1812 and took part in the battle of
Plattsburg July 31,1813, and in other engage
ments. Ile was married. in Menden, Vt., in 1815,
to Miss Abigail Richardson and removed to Caze
novia, Madison County, N. Y., in 1839, continu
ing there until 1850 when he removed to Horners
ville.N.Y., where he died in 1866.

His wife was

born in Menden, Vt.. 1794, and died in Horners
viile, in 1865. This worthy couple were companions
in wedded life for upwards of ﬁfty years and their
associations were of the happiest character.

Their

family consisted of twelve children, ﬁve sons and

seven daughters, of whom ﬁve are still living. The
mother of our subject was of Scotch descent, her
father being a native of Scotland, whence he emi
grated to America at the age of twenty-one years,
and settled in Menden where he married and be
came a prominent citizen.
James P. Nichols at the age of seventeen began
learning the tinner’s trade in his native town, and
in 1840 removed to Cazenovia, Madison County,
M. Y., near where his parents resided. He was
employed as a journeyman tinner of that place un
til his emigration to the West in 1842. After
spending two years in Chicago he came to Lake'
County. arriving in Waukegan, on the 20th of
November. 1844. After his arrival he worked for
a time as a journeyman, and in the fall of 1845
embarked in his present business, which he has
continued during his entire residence in this city.
A marriage ceremony performed in Brooklyn.
Jackson County, Mich., May 21, 1846, united the

destinies of Mr. Nieholsand Miss Charlotte A.
Orvis, daughter of Eliphaz Orvis and a native of
Oswego, N. Y., born in 1823.

Six children, two

sons and four daughters, were born to them, of
whom all are living except two daughters: Flora.
the eldest was the wife of J. H. Porter, of Denver,
Col., and died March

16, 1891; Ardell married

G. M. Wiard and resides in Waukegan; Frank M.
wedded Sarah Schottswell and is a merchant of
Denver, Colo.; James W. is single and resides in
Wankegan; Jennie Althea, who was a musician of
rare talent and skill, died in Denver at the age of
twenty-ﬁve years; Lillian M , the youngest of the
family, is the wife of Fred Berry, and resides in
\Vaukegan.
Mr. Nichols is a radical Republican and has
never for a moment since the organization of that
party breathed a breath or entertained a thought
that was not strictly loyal to the “grand old party."
He has served two terms as a member of the Wau
kcgan City Council where he has done good ser
vice for the best interests of the city. Socially, he
is a Royal Arch Mason, belongs to \Vaukegan
Lodge No. 78, A. F. dz A. M., and W'aukegan
Chapter N0. 41, R. A. M.

he is an agnostic.

In his religious views

Mr. Nichols is one of the oldest

of the surviving pioneers of Waukegan, where he
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has now resided for a period of forty-seven years.
His course in life has been distinguished by strict
integrity and an observance of the golden rule.
He is man of original ideas and has always been
independent in thought and action. Although he
has nearly reached the allotted three-score and ten
years he is remarkably preserved and has enjoyed
the best of health throughout his whole life. A
bright, cheerful disposition and a habit of making
the best of everything as time passes. has evidently
done much to preserve a healthful condition of
mind and body.

--—W——
SAAL C. WINTER, deceased, was one of the

ll pioneers of Lake County. A man devoid of
_,1 ostentation, but abounding in the elements of
character that that go to make a good citizen, hus
band and father.

He was born in Troy, N. Y.,

May 10, 1821. and when fourteen years of age
emigrated with his parents. Daniel and Lucy (Mel
inda) Winter, to Chicago. They were formerly
from New Hampshire. After a short stay in Chi
cago the family came to Lake County the same
year and located in Newport Township. As there
were no towns or trading places near, the father
and son would walk to the city to buy groceries.

ﬁfty-four years of age and his wife was seventy
years old at the time of her death. He was a sub
stantial farmer and his wife was a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. Of their seven
children, three daughters are still living.
To Mr. and Mrs. Winter have been born six
children—James Y. who died in his country’s ser
vice as a member of Company D, Thirteenth Illi
nois Cavalry, at Helena, Ark., August 17, 1862.
A brave boy he was of only eighteen summers.
Stricken with fever he died after about ten months’
service. Lucinda died in infancy; Adelaide L.
is the wife of Joseph W. Conners; Isaac O. is a
farmer of Michigan; Lucy A. is the deceased
wife of Albert C. Berry; Harriet L. died at the
age of four years.
In 1850, Mr. Winter went by wagon to Cali
fornia and after mining a year and a half returned,
but such was the state of his health that he made
tWo more trips to the Eldorado of the West, spend
ing in all about eighteen years there.
In 1867,
he moved to Waukegan, and on the 3d of July,
1875, passed from among the living.
For many
years he had been a member of the Baptist Church
but convinced that the Inspired Volume is a bet
ter creed than man can devise, he accepted that
and that alone and became identified with the
Church of Christ, of Waukegan, in which his wife
is a zealous worker.

Daniel Winter was a shoemaker by trade but

after coming West devoted himself to farming.
He lived to be sixty-ﬁve years old and his wife
died in her ninety-fourth year.
Isaac Winter received most of his education in
Troy, N. Y., for when he came to this county
schools were almost a thing unknown.
In New
port Township he married Phila Yates, a native of

Genesee. now Wyoming County, N. Y., born
March 21, 1825. She is a daughter of James and

Almira (Clarke) Yates.

The Yates family traces

its origin to two brothers who came. from Holland
to America.

James Yates descended from one of

them and Gov. Yates from the other.

The par

“War—
.BED ALLEN, one of the progressive citizens
\ of Warren Township, residing on section
\J 30, has done not a little for the upbuilding

of this community, and therefore deserves repre
sentation in this volume. He was a native of Ver
mont, his birth having occurred in Chelsea, Orange

County, in 1828.

Little is known concerning the

early history of the family save that it was founded
in New England during Colonial days. The father
of our subject, Obed Allen, Sr., was a native of Con

ents of Mrs. Winter were natives of Vermont, but

necticut, and became one of the very early settlers

in early life emigrated to New York, and in 1842
to Lake County. spending their last days on a farm

of Orange County, Vt., where the greater part of
his life was passed. He followed farming in pur
suit of fortune, and died in the Green Mountain

in Newport Township.

Mr. Yates lived

to be
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a ﬁfteen-acre tract of land which he had purchased.
It is on the banks of Gages Lake, and furnishes
family numbered eight children, of whom Obed is ' many attractions for those who wish to leave the
city during the heated summer months. The hotel
the seventh in order of birth.
is supplied with all modern conVeniences, and upon
Under the parental roof he was reared to manhood
and in the schools of his native State became familiar
the lake are numerous row boats, both large and
small, together with a good steamer. In political
with the common English branches. By subsequent
sentiment Mr. Allen is a Republican. He cares
reading he has greatly supplemented his early edu
nothing for public ofﬁce, preferring to devote his
cation and is one of the well-informed men of this
entire time and attention to his business interests,
community.
Fol10wing the advice of Horace
having served only as a member of the School
Greeley. he came West in 1852, choosing Lake
Board. He is a genial landlord, worthy the pat
County, Ill., as the scene of his future labors, and
ronage which he solicits. His success in life is all
embarked in farming. lie was a single man when
due to his own efforts, being the result of his in
he arrived in Illinois, but here formed the acquaint
dustry, enterprise and good business management.
ance of Miss Marian Whitney, and in Warren
Township, in 1856, they were united in the holy
bonds of matrimony. The lady, a native of Ohio,
State, where the death of his wife also occurred.
ller maiden

name was Philena Bennett.

Their

“w
was a daughter of llavelin and Harriet Whitney,

who were also born in the Buckeye State, whence
they emigrated to this county during the early
days of its history. The mother is now- deceased,
but the father resides in Waukegan. The young
couple began their domestic life on a farm in War—
ren Township, and unto them were born three
children, who are still living: Ellen M., wife of
Loren Pierce of Sutherland, Iowa; William P. mar

ried Bessie Board, and lives in Arlington, 8. Dak.;
Bernice, who is attending school in Waukegan.
The mother of this family was called to her ﬁnal
rest in 1879, and for three years Mr. Allen was un

blessed by the presence of a wife. His second
marriage occurred in 1882 he wedding Mrs. Ann
Porter, widow of Joseph Porter, and a daughter of
Edward and Mary (Jones) Jenkins, one of the hon

ored early settlers of the county, now deceased.
Mrs. Allen was born in Warren Township, August
16, 1835, being one of the first white children born

in the County. She has many warm friends in the
community which has so long been her home.
About 1856, Mr. Allen purchased eighty acres
of land and clearing it of the brush, transformed it
into a rich and fertile farm, whose broad acres

yield to him abundant harvests as the result of his
care and labor. lle has also greatly added to its
value by many improvements. He was the founder
of one of the leading enterprises of the county. In
1883 he began the erection of a ﬁne summer hotel on

V ceased, deserves representation in this vol
ume, having been one of the early settlers
of the county, and a prominent man of that

day. He was born in Rowley, Essex County,
Mass, September 29, 1783, and sprang from an
old English family. The progenitor of the family
in America was Richard Dodge, a gentleman of
English birth who came from his native land to
America about 1630, and died in Beverly, Mass,
in 1671. In direct line of descent they ran as
follows: John, who was born in 1631, John, born
in 1652; Phineas, born in 1688; John, born in
1714; Phineas, a Revolutionary soldier, born in
1745; and William B. of this sketch.

Our subject was a man of ﬁne mind, and being
afforded good educational advantages be stored
it with much useful knowledge. He was an able
educator and for forty years taught in one school
in Salem, Mass. The last seventeen years of his
residence in the Bay State he served as Chaplain in
the City Asylum. Near Newburyport, Mass, he
married Miss Sarah, daughter of Capt. Samuel and
Hannah (Little) Dole. She was born near New
buryport, December 8, 1781.
Of their tweIVc
children, ﬁve died in childhood and seven lived to

be grown, but all of the family save one, Judith,
unmarried, have passed away.
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In the spring of 1844, Mr. Dodge and his wife fol
lowed the course of human emigration which was
steadily ﬂowing westward and located 'in Avon
township, on a farm where he made his home
until his death. He was soon called to preach for
the Congregational Church in Millburn, of which
pastorate he continued in charge some nineteen
years, when he resigned on account of age. He
was a strong anti-slavery man and during the dark
days preceding the Civil War his voice was often
heard upon the lecture platform advocating the
cause of freedom for the oppressed negro.

He

United States Senator from Ohio, he having been
elected to that position in 1888. He is one of the
prominent and renowned men of the country, and
a gentleman of great wealth and inﬂuence. He
wedded Miss Mary Perry, a native of Cleveland,
Ohio, and they haVe three children yet living—
Flora, wife of Pix-Secretary of the Navy, Whitney;
Oliver, who resides in Cleveland; and Mollie, who

is also married.
The early education of our subject was acquired
in the old time log schoolhouse with its wooden
benches, long writing desks around the wall, its
huge lire-place, etc. He remained under the paren
tal roof until the age of eighteen years, giving his

took a very active part in everything pertaining
to the advancement and welfare of the county and
father the beneﬁt of his labors, and then began
was particularly interested in political affairs.
learning the trade of a harness and saddle maker in
When the Republican party was formed to prevent
the further extension of slavery he was_one of the - Seneca Falls, N. Y. After serving an appren
ticeship of four years, he engaged in merchandis—
ﬁrst to espouse its cause and became one of its
staunch supporters. He lived to see the war
ing for himself until 1836, when in company with
brought to a successful terminus, the Union saved
four young men he started Westward, journeying
much of the way on foot. The party passed
and the negro made a free man—causes in which
through Chicago when it was about the size of
his whole heart was engaged. His death occurred
Wauconda, and Mr. Payne made a claim in Fre~
April I, 1869, and his faithful wife joined him in
mont Township, which was then a part of Cook
the future home the following February. Among
County, six years prior to the Government survey.
the early settlers “Father Dodge” was greatly rev
In the grove on his land remains of the Indian
ered for his knowledge and for his great goodness
wigwams were yet to be seen, and the red men
of heart and purity of life. The nobility of his
character left its impress upon these with whom he
were still frequent visitors in the neighborhood.
His ﬁrst home was a log cabin which still stands
came in contact and still lives, exerting a benign
upon
his farm, one of the few landmarks of pioinﬂuence in the world.
_
neer days yet remaining. After planting his crops
a
in the spring of 1837, he returned to the East for
_ *"3' ;/%\/_l‘ 'é‘ "'
his wife and children.
Mr. Payne had married Miss Susan Smith, a
I
native
of Seneca Falls. N. Y., born March 5, 1814.
HOMAS II. PAYNE, who is engaged in farm
ing and the nursery business on section 7»
Their union was celebrated April 25, 1834, and
they became parents of twelve children, eight sons
/ Fremont Township, is one of the honored
and four daughters, of whom six are yet living—
pioneers of this county, who has been an eye-witness
Eugene B., who served as Colonel of the Thirty
of its entire growth and development, and has also
seventh Illinois Infantry during the late war, and
borne a prominent part in its uphuilding. He is a
married Miss Delia Wright, a native of Connecti
native of Hamilton, Madison County, N. Y., born
cut, is now employed in the Pension Department in
December 7, 1807, and is the seventh son of Elisha
Washington, D. (1.; Isaac 5. died at the age of
and Esther (Douglas) Payne, a sketch of whom
appears on another page of this work. Our sub
nineteen years; William A. enlisted, but before
his regiment was called into actch service, he died
ject is the eleventh in a family of eighteen children,
in camp at Chicago, of the measles; Mary E. resides
ﬁfteen sons and three daughters, but has only one
brother now living, Hon. Henry B. Payne, the , with her father; Fred A., who was Corporal of the
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Thirty-seventh Regiment, was killed at the battle

Three of- his family are members of the Congrega

of Pea Ridge, Ark., March 7, 1862; Edward G.,

tional Church of Ivanhoe, to the support of which

who married Elvira Butrick. is a merchant of
Rockefeller; Esther M. died in infancy; E. Estelle
became the wife of Arthur A. Payne. a merchant
of Ivanhoe, and died at the age of thirty-six years;
Frank H., who wedded Mary Earl, a native of Illi
nois, is now a successful physician and surgeon of
Berkley, Cal.; Thomas N. died in infancy; Harry

he contributes liberally, and for the interests of
which he labors untiringly. He has aided in the

G., who married Miss Fannie Bates, is an agricul

turist of Ivanhoe; and Agnes S. resides with her
father. The mother of this family was called to
her ﬁnal rest October 18,1886, and her remains
were interred in Ivanhoe Cemetery.
After engaging in general farming for some
years, Mr. Payne embarked in the nursery business,
and has been a leading nurseryman of the county
for thirty years. He now owns One hundred and
sixty-two and a half acres of highly improved
land in Fremont Township. His possessions have
all been acquired through his own efforts, and he
certainly deserves great credit for his success, which

has been brought about through his industry, en
terprise and perseverance. In politics he was a
Whig until the dissolution of the party, and cast
his ﬁrst Presidential vote for John Quincy Adams.
Since 1856 he has been a stanch Republican, and
his inﬂuence in a political sense has been felt where
ever he is known. He has frequently been a dele
gate to the county conventions, and served as one
of the ﬁrst County Commissioners of Lake County
after its separation from McHenry, when the Com
missioners, Messrs. Nelson Landon, Charles Bart
lett and himself had the selection of the county
seat and made choice of Waukegan. He has also
been Assessor, and has held all the school ofﬁces.
He was a great admirer of Hon. Elihu E. Wash
burn, who was one of the foremost men of his day.
A warm friendship existed between the two men,
and Mr. Washburn was often an honored guest at
the home of Mr. Payne.

The cause of education

has ever found in our subject a warm friend, and he
gave his children excellent advantages, thus ﬁtting
them for the practical duties of life. He was a
member of Waucouda Lodge, No. 268, A. F. dz A.
M., from which he received his demit with the ex

pectation of joining a lodge nearer his home.

erection of churches in Volo, Waucouda and else

where, and no enterprise calculated to beneﬁt the
community solicits his assistance in vain, and any
thing calculated to promote the general welfare re
ceives his hearty support and co operation. No
citizen of Fremont Township is more favorably
known than Mr. Payne, the honored pioneer, and
it is with pleasure that we present his sketch to the
readers of the ALBUM.

—-——».%-§(-———-vElDSON C. HOWARD, proprietor of the How
i
ard House, one of the leading summer
hotels situated on the bank of Fox Lake,

has the honor of being a native-born citizen of
this county. His birth occurred on the 7th of
February, 1846, on his father’s farm in Grant
township. where the days of his boyhood and youth
were spent until his sixteenth year. It had been
proven that the war was to be no small aﬂ‘air
which could be immediately crushed out and a call

for three years troops had been issued.

On the 9th

of August, 1861, he entered the rank as a mem

ber of Company F., Thirty-Seventh Illinois In
fantry, which was organized at Camp Douglas and
from thence sent to Booneville, Mo.
The ﬁrst
battle in which he participated was at Pea Ridge,
where the regiment lost heavily.
He took part
in the battle of Prairie Grove and made a
heavy march. Before Vicksburg he lay in the
riﬂe pits for ﬁve weeks during the siege of
that city and was present at the surrender of
I’emberton’s army.
The troops were then sent
to Morganza Bend and afterwards spent two
or three weeks in New Orleans, whence they
were sent to Algiers and by way of the Gulf
to Brownville, Tex., where was the regiment’s
headquarters while skirmishing in that State. The
members of the Thirty-Seventh then veteranized
and with his command Mr. Howard took part in
the Red River expedition.
He helped dam the
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river and then rejoined the regiment at Morganza !

Bend. Ilis term of service having expired he
was mustered out at Springﬁeld, 11]., September
28, 1864, but in February, 1865, again enlisted for
aycar as a member of the One Hundred Fifty
'l‘hird Illinois Infantry. Two weeks later he was
elected First Lieutenant of Company H, and served
in that capacity until the close. After his second
enlistment his service was mostly guard duty in
Tennessee. He was once slightly wounded in
Missouri.
When peace had been restored and his country
no longer needed his services, Mr. Howard re
turned to Lake County and engaged in teaching
school near Millburn. In 1866, he attended Ober
lin College. where he had previously been a student
and on his return in the winter of 1867-68 was em
ployed as teacher at the Lake school house.
His
occupation from that time forward for several
years was quite varied. He went to Omaha, Neb.,
and for two or three months traveled over the
West, at length locating in Sioux

City,

In 1872, Mr. Howard was united in marriage
with Emma Ryburn. She died on the 9th of Dec
ember, 1885, leaving two children, daughters.
Cora and Maud.
He was again married January
1, 1887, his secOnd union being with Miss I'lnnni
Riley, a native of Rochelle, Ill. One child graces
their marriage—Katherine.
Mr. Howard is a member of (icorgc H. Thomas
Post, No. 5, G. A. R. of Chicago. and in politics
is a radical Republican. He frequently used to
serve as delegate to the conventions of hisp-irty
and was present at the National Convention in
Chicago when James A. Garﬁeld was nominated.
The Howard Hotel is proving a successful eu
terprise and, regaining that which was lost in his
Missouri venture, he is rapidly becoming one of
the substantial citizens of the community.

.---;>o<*--z—E-<;+E;f>+x-— ~ '-—' oé—l {

Iowa,

where he established a bakery and confectionery
store, which he carried on about two years.
We
next ﬁnd him in Smithland, Iowa, where he again
followed the profession of teaching.
On going
down the Missouri River he was very much pleased

phvsician of Lake County, now deceased,
was born in Cattaraugus County. N. Y., in
1834, and was a son of Hiram and Almeda (Slus

with the country about White Earth Rchr, and

scr) Bond, both of whom were natives of Vermont,

with a partner had the county surveyed and lo
cated and laid out Brule City. The county, how
ever, was placed by the Government in the Indian
Reservation so that settlers could not come in and
thus ruin their enterprise. Mr. Howard in the
venture lost >522,000, which was everything he had
made. About 1875he returned to Lake County
and in 1883 purchased his present farm and began
keepingasummer hotel. The Howard House is
situated on a bluff overlooking Fox Lake.
Thus
a magniﬁcent view of that beautiful body of water is
secured. Almost every imaginable amusement is
provided for the guests, including boating, bathing
and ﬁshing outdoors, and pool tables within. The
house can accommodate two hundred persons, and is
well furnished. The rooms are pleasant and airy
and n wide coo! porch surrounds the greater part
of the building. No more enjoyable spot for a
l
summer outing could be selected in Illinois.

while the father was of English descent and the
mother of German lineage. In their family were
ﬁve children. four sons and a daughter, namely:
Spencer C., Clinton W., Hiram G., Elmer M. and
Helen. The daughter died in infancy. Mrs. Bond
dying. the father was again married, his second
union being with Pamela Bond, by whom he had
two children—La Fayette and O. Delos.
The Doctor received lil'eral educational advan
tages. He pursued his literary studies in Rush
ford, N. Y., and on determining to engage in a
professional career, he entered a medical-college
in New York City. He commenced the practice of 4
medicine as a regular physician when about twenty
two years of age. lonating in Danville, Wis., where
he continued to reside for about three years. Pre
viously he had been united in marriage with Miss
Julia Lathrop, the dread disease consumption
fastening upon her, he took his wife back to her

[CLINTON

\V. BOND, M. D., an eminent
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native city, where she died soon afterwards, leav
ing one son, Irving L., who died in Lake County,
in 1888.
Dr. Bond was Surgeon of the One Hundred and
Forty~seeond New York Infantry and served with
the Western Army during the late war. Returning
home after the war was over, he again resumed lllS
practice in Farmersville, N. Y., where he was mar
ried July 14, 1867. to Miss Adele Giles, a resident
of that city and a daughter of Clark and Sallie
Ann (Thomas) Giles, both of whom were born in

Newport, Ilerkimer County, N. Y., the former in
June, 1812. and the latter in August, 1814.

They

came to Libertyville, Lake County, Ill., in 1877.
where the father died in January, 1887, while the
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leader, and the peer of the brightest and ablest in
the profession. Generous and liberal to a fault, he
never stopped to consider the ﬁnancial standing of
a patient, when his services were in demand, nor
was he ever urgent, or importunate, in a demand

for his just dues; especially was he lenient to those
in needy circumstances. Those of his acquain
tances who were favored with his friendship, found
in him a true and steadfast friend, whose ﬁdelity
never faltered while its object justiﬁed his conﬁ
dence and esteem. In his family he was known at
his best, and his death, while to them an irrepara
ble loss, was felt as a personal grief by the citiZens
of Lake County, by whom he was so generally
known and esteemed.

mother still makes that place her home.
Dr. and Mrs. Bond came to Lake County, Ill., in
“5%
1869, locating in llrtinesville, where he opened an

ofﬁce and practiced medicine about a year and a
half and then removed to \Vaukegan where he
formed a partnership with Dr. Corey and remained
for some. time and finally removed to Libertyville,
where he continued his practice until the time of
his death, August 24, 1885. To the second union

one daughter, Helen M., was born May 15, 1875.
Mrs. Bond owns a farm adjoining the corporated
town of Libertyville, where she and her mother
and (laughter reside. She rents the farm to parties
residing in town, and is thus relieved from the
worry and anxiety of controlling the farm. Ur.
Bond was a worthy member of Rushford Lodge,
A. I“. & A. M. The family are new members of
the Universalist Church in Libertyville.
Dr. Bond was a thoroughly educated physician
and surgeon, and possessed rare ability in the line
of his profession. He was remarkably quick and
correct in making a diagnosis, and very successful
in his practice, which was always extensive. He
was a great student and possessing a retentive
memory and quick perception, was always abreast
of the most advanced thought and important (lis
coveries, in the ﬁeld of medicine and surgery. His
long term of service in the army gave hi n unusual
opportunities for practice. and his experience there
obtained, supported by zealous study, made him an

expert surgeon. During his many years of prac
tice in Lake County, he was an acknowledged

N. KELLOGG, deceased, was

7?]
sketch.

known to

many of our readers in his younger days
and to his surviving friends we present this
He was born in 'I‘homaston, 1\Ie., Decem

ber 8, 1840, and came West with his parents to
Little Fort, now Waukegan, in 1846, when a lad

of but ﬁve summers. His public career won him
honor and in many instances his services proved
of great benefit to his country. In 1858 he was
appointed by Hon. E. B. Washburn as cadet in the
United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md.
On the breaking out of the war he was selected
with a number of other undergraduates and placed
in active service, being attached to the United

States sloop of war, “Marion,” for service along
the Atlantic coast.

In 1862, he was transferred

to the steam gunboat, “Sonoma,” belonging to the
West India squadron and after his promotion to
the rank of Ensign, September 8, 1863, was ordered
to report to the steam sloop “Oneida” of the West
Gulf Blockading Squadron, on which he remained
until 1865, and saw much hard service.

Gen. Far

ragut was in command and Mr. Kellogg partici
pated in most of the engagements under him. On
the 5th of August, 1864, he participated in the
battle of Mobile Bay, one of the severest naval
ﬁghts recorded in American history. Gen. Farra

gut took into the ﬁght a ﬂeet of four iron-elude
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and fourteen ships of war. The defenses of Mobile
were the land batteries, Ft. Morgan and the iron
clads of the Confederate force which were consid
ered impregnable. At the very onset the “Tecum
seh," a Union steam vessel, encountered a torpedo,

the explosion of which sent the vessel to the bot
tom, carrying down one hundred and thirty men.
Commander Cravon was among the lost. Lieut.
Kellogg commanded a gun division on the “Onei
da,” which was ordered to steam ahead and attack

Ft. Morgan. On getting into position, immediately
every gun of the fort was directed to her destruc
tion, her boiler was exploded by a shot and nearly
all of the ﬁremen and engineers were scalded and
many killed; a seven-inch shell exploded in the
cabin, the rudder was shot away and her com
mander lost an arm. The "Oneida" was at once a
wreck.

The rebel iron-clad “Tennessee,” now laid

across her bow delivering a racking ﬁre, disabling
two of her guns and setting ﬁre to her magazine.
She was now swept with the shot of both the fort
and the rebel ship and rendered entirely helpless,
but at no time, the ofﬁcial history of the action
states, were her serviceable guns silenced, but were
loaded and ﬁred even while the steam was escaping
as if they had been practicing on a target, yet in
the very short time of the engagement the “Onei
da” lost eight killed and thirty wounded. In this
engagement Mr. Kellogg was especially recom
mended to the Department.
Mr. Kellogg was promoted to the Lieutenancy
on the 22d of February, 1865. Early in 1866, he
was ordered to report on the United States steamer

chial trouble and on physical examination was
found to be disqualiﬁed as none but those of
sound lungs and the most perfect health can endure
the hardships and cold experienced in those high
northern latitudes. In November of the same
year Licut.-Commander Kellogg was ordered [u
the United States war-ship, “Saugus,” and in 1874
was transferred to the United States steamer,
“Brooklyn.” Subsequently he was on duty on the
“Mahopac.” At the time of the threatened Cuban
troubles he was ordered to take command of the
monitor “Ajax,” at Pensacola, where he died of

yellow fever in October, 1874.
Lieut.-Commander Kellogg was married in 1867,
the lady of his choice being Jennie Pollock, of
Morrisania, N. Y.

Unto them were born two chil

dren: E. 8., who through the courtesy of President
Cleveland, was appointed a cadet at Annapolis; and
Celia, deceased.

Mr. Kellogg was one of the youngest men ever
promoted Lieutenant-Commander in the United
States Navy. In the performance of his duty he
was exacting, painstaking, and persistent to the
end. In his leisure hours the characteristics of the
Commander were laid aside and he became one of
the most fun-loving, genial and free-hearted of

men.
.awﬁéigﬁ%w

LISHA PAYNE, deceased, was the father
E of one of our prominent citizens, Thomas
~’7 H. Payne, and his name is inseparably con

“Mackinaw,” in the Atlantic coast service, in which

nected with the history of Hamilton, N. Y.

he remained during the ensuing year. He was
commissioned Lieutenant Commander July 25,
1866, and in 1867 and 1868 did duty upon the
apprentice ship, “Portsmouth.” He was subse
quently detached from this service and made in
structor in mathematics at the naval academy at
Annapolis, where he remained during the succeed
ing four years. His health becoming impaired at
the academy, he was placed on sick leave from
June 1872, until the following February, when
he was ordered to report for duty on a United
States steamer. to go in search of the “Polaris”

nearly ﬁfty years he was identiﬁed with its busi

in Artie

waters, but he had contracted a bron

For

ness interests and the advancement of its social,

educational and moral aﬁairs. He left behind him
abundant proofs of his ability, wisdom and useful
ness, and it is but just that his life record should
be here recorded. lIe was a lineal descendant of
three brothers of the name of Payne, who, during

the religious persecution in England, ﬂed to
America, settling in Concord, Conn., in 1621.
He was born in Dutchess County, N.' Y., Decem
ber

3, 1762, and

was

a

son

of Abram and

Rebecca Payne, natives of Connecticut. His father
was born in 1722 and died in Hamilton, N. Y.,
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April 2l, 1801, in his eightieth year. His wife
died December 25. 1810, at the age of eighty-six
years. They settled in Dutchess County about
1760, and were the parents of four sons and four
daughters, of whom Elisha was the youngest and
the only one who left children. In consequence
of misfortune which befell their parents in the loss
of their property, Elisha and Samuel Payne cared
for and supported them until they died.
Our subject had but few educational advantages,
his privileges being only those afforded by the
common schools of his time, but he possessed a
studious character and was very fond of reading.
Every good book which he could secure he read
carefully and so stored his mind with valuable in
formation whieh proved of importance to him in
his business and ofﬁcial career. On the 17th of
September, 1787, he married Polly Brooks, who
was born in Essex, Conn., January 12, 1766, and

died May 4,1796. Unto them were born three
sons and a daughter: Abraham, John, Samuel and
Mary. Mr. Payne was again married August 17,
1797, to Esther Douglas, daughter of Rev. Caleb
Douglas, of Whitestown, N. Y., one of the pio
neers of that section, and a descendant of the

Douglas family of Scotland. The lady was born
July 25, 1778, and died in Hamilton, September
12, 1853.

Their family numbered fourteen chil

dren, twelve sons and two daughters, of whom all
are deceased save Henry B. and Thomas H.
In 1794 Samuel Payne settled in the dense for
est near where is now the south line of the village
of Hamilton. In the following year Elisha Payne
bought lot 2, on which more than half of the vil

lage of Hamilton is situated. The place ﬁrst bore
the name of Payne‘s settlement, but a few years
afterward our subject changed it to Hamilton, in
honor of Alexander Hamilton, whom he greatly
admired. He built a log cabin near the corner
now occupied by. the Smith Block, but the immi
gration of New England people who went there as
actual settlers or with a view to settlement caused
' him to build a large frame house on that corner
and engage in keeping a tavern for several years.
Another building was put up for that purpose in
1812. Mr. Payne was anxious that a village of
importance should be there established and as an
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inducement to mechanics and others, whose pres
ence would help to bring about that result. he
gave them land and helped them build their homes.
He also donated the land for the park which now.
so beautifies the village and which for many years
was used by the militia of the adjoining towns asa
parade grounds. He also gave the land for the
graveyard, now known as the “old burying
ground ;” the interment of his wife was the ﬁrst
burial there.
Mr. Payne identiﬁed himself with every enter
prise which he thought would permanently beneﬁt
Hamilton and invested largely of his means in the
construction of a turnpike from Cherry Valley
through Hamilton to Skaneateles. the successful
completion of which was mainly due to his inﬂu
ence. He was a friend to education and was
largely instrumental in establishing an academy
there which ﬂourished for manv years. According
to a report of the second annual meeting of “The
Baptist Education Society of the State of New
York,” held at Whitesboro, June 2, 1819, we ﬁnd

he was elected a trustee of the society for the
ensuing year and that a resolution was adopted

“that Elisha Payne of Hamilton, Charles Babcock
of New Hartford and Squire Munroe of Camillus, be
appointed a committee to ascertain the most eligi
ble situation within the counties of Oneida, Madi

son. Onondago and Cayuga, for the location of a
seminary, and report to the board at the next
meeting." It was owing to Mr. Payne's inﬂuence
and his great success in securing subscriptions to
the society that the seminary was located in Ham
ilton. He was devoted to the cause of Christianity
and was one of the founders of the Baptist Church,
also one of its early supporters, and assisted in
building three churches in Hamilton, always giv
ing liberally of his means when the cause of religion
made a demand on him.
In politics Mr. Payne was a Federalist and after
ward a Whig and always took a great interest in
his party’s success. He was a leader of his party
in his county for years and was chosen chairman
of its meetings on all important occasions. He
was one of the ﬁrst judges of the Court of Common
Pleas, appointed by Gov. Morgan Lewis, March
31, 1806, and held that ofﬁce for about nine
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years. In the early years of his residence in Ham
Pierce in 1553. which pOsition he held for several
ilton the people bestowed on him several positions
years. He was also elected Mayor of the city, ﬁll
of trust and honor. but in the closing years of his
ing the ofﬁce two terms to the entire satisfaction of
life he declined all ofﬁces of a public nature. In
the people and then declined a re-election for a
the home he was a kind husband and loving father.
third term. He was elected a member of the Illi
teaching his children by his upright life the value
nois Constitutional Convention in 1870, which po
and importance of virtue and inspiring them with
sition he filled with marked ability. He was also
the worthy ambition to become useful men and
appointed one of the direct Tax Commissioners for
women. His teachings were not forgotten but I Tennessee during the war, to collect the tax levied
fully exempliﬁed in the lives of his children.
upon all the States by the National Government.
Elisha Payne died February 4, 1843.
The loyal States having paid the tax, it had to be
collected by Commissioner: in the Southern States
then in rebellion. Mr. Ferry was at the head of
v-a—WE—
this Commission appointed to Tennessee and per
formed the duties assigned him in a way alike
F: LISHA P. FERRY. formerly a resident of creditable to his loyalty and distinguished ability,
which was fully recognized by the department at
“'aukegan, is now Governor of Washing
Washington.
under which the direct tax was col
~__ ton. He has made for himself an honored
lected.
In
1869
Mr. Ferry was appointed Surveyor
name in the country’s history and we feel assured
General
of
Washington
Territory by President
that many of our readers who know him personally
Grant
and
removed
to
Olympia
in July of that
will gladly receive this sketch.
year.
Before
his
term
of
otlice
had
expired and
Gov. Ferry was born in Monroe. Mich., August
rather
against.
his
own
inclinations,
he
was ap
9. 1825 and when a young man began reading law
pointed Governor of the Territory. which position
with his brother in Fort Wayne. Ind. ['pon be
he held for the ensuing six years. After his retire
ing admitted to the bar he came to Waukegan.
then Little Fort, in the spring of 1840. andopcned ‘ ment from that ofﬁce he was made Vice-President.
of the Puget Sound National Bank and continued
an oflice with James H. Trader, in a small frame
to act in that capacity until his almost unanimous
building located just north of the old Lyon corner
election as Governor of the State of Washington,
on State Street. Subsequently he admitted to
partnership “'illiam S. Searls, who came from ‘ which was admitted into the Union November 11,
Michigan an.l read law under the direction of Mr. ' 1889.
Ferry. The ﬁrm of Ferry (t; Searls will be remem
In 1849 Gov. Ferry married Sarah D. B. Kellogg.
of Waukegan. and they now have five living chil
bered by the old citizens of Lake County. After
dren: Eliza. James C., Abraham L.. Julia and
that partnership wm dissolved Joseph L. “'ilhams
entered into business relations with our subject un
der the ﬁrm name of Ferry & Williams, which be

came one of the prominent law ﬁrms in Illinois.
They also maintained an oflice in Chicago. C. C.
Parks. Sr. sharing as a partner in the business in
that city. From the beginning Mr. Ferry had a
reputation as a lawyer. which placed him in the

front rank among his professional brethren and his
legal ability is only equalled by his successful and
honorable career in politics.
Before the Republican party came into existence
Gov. Ferry had been a Democrat and was ap
pointed Postmastcr 0f \Vaukegan by Presidcnt

Pearl.

MW
FREDERICK PALMER. harness-maker and

dealer in horse furnishing goods at Wauke
gau. is of English birth and is a son of
Matthew and Eliza (Mathers) Palmer. He was
born in Btlrglcy Lodge. Northamptonshire, Eng
land. ou the 3d of July. 1843. and when a lad of
nine summers accompanied his parents on their
emigration to America, the family reaching New
York in the early part of May, 1852. They at
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once continued their journey by land, traveling
westward until they had reached Waukegan, lll.,
where they made a location on the 30th day of
that month.
From that time forward the life of our subject
has been identiﬁed with the history of Lake County
and he has become one of the enterprising business
men of the county seat. His education was ac
_ quircd in the public schools and in 1862 he began
learning the harness-making trade with Capt. Blow
ney. Later he continued his apprenticeship with
Daniel Brewster and served as salesman until 1877.
when he embarked in business for' himself. He
has met with prosperity in his undertakings and his
business has so rapidly increased that he now em
ploys four or ﬁve men who engage in the manufac
ture of harness and attend to the wants of his cus
tomers.

-

773

and from him he learned facts concerning the Uni
ted States wluch induced him to emigrate to Amer
ica. In April, 1866. he crossed the Atlantic and
went to Cleveland, but for a time made no perma

nent location. traveling from city to city. In
the—following September he arrived in Chicago and
began studying for the ministry under the direction
of Dr. Clinton Locke, and a year later entered the
Nashotah Theological Seminary of Nashotah. Wis.,
from which he was graduated in 1871. Upon his
graduation he was ordained a deacon in Grace
Episcopal Church of Chicago and became assistant
of his former preceptor. The following year he was
ordained priest, received and accepted a call from

ported the Republican party and its principles at
the ballot box and in religious views favors the
Episcopal belief, the church of his ancestors. He

St, James’ Church of Cleveland which parish he
served two years, when he became pastor of St.
Peter's Church of Sycamore, Ill..where he remained
for seven and a half years. To Waukegan he was
called in 1881, and under his pastorate the ﬁne edi
ﬁce of Christ Episcopal Church was built, being
begun in 1887, and dedicated on the 30th of Janu
ary. 1889. It is built of Carbondale brown stone

is an upright, honorable man, fair in all his deal

at a cost of $35,000, and the auditorium has a seat

ings and has always maintained a good name in the
town where he has so long resided.

ing capacity of four hundred and ﬁfty. besides
which there is a ﬁne chapel and a guild room. The
parish consists of one hundred and eleven families.
and numbers one hundred and twenty-ﬁve commu
nicants, among whom are many of the leading fam
ilies of the city; He was also‘instrumental in build
ing the churches in Cleveland, in Sycamore and De
Kalb.
On the 10th of September, 1872. in Delaﬁeld,
Wis., Rev. Mr. Toll was united in the holy bonds of
matrimony with Marie Antoinette Johnson,a native
of the Empire State, and a daughter of Joseph and
Eliza Johnson, who were early settlers of Wisconsin.
Unto them have been born four children, one son
and three daughters—Fanny, who died at the age
of eight years; Clinton Locke, Mary Mabel, and
Nellie Eliza.
Mr. 'l‘oll has not only been an active worker in

Since attaining his majority Mr. Palmer has sup
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EV. WILLIAM E. TOLL, rector of Christ
Episcopal Church of Waukegan, is a native
of England. He was _born in the city of
and is a son of John and Mary (Travis) Toll, both
of whom are natives of Elstow, the native place of

Bunyan. His father is a contractor and builder,
and is still living in England at the age of eighty
two years. The mother died in that country in
1856, when forty-seven years of age.
Our subject was the ﬁfth in their family of seven
children, ﬁve of whom are yet living, and the only
one to cross the ocean. His education was acquired
in a commercial school of Bedford as his father
expected him to go into business with him, but
the events of his life shaped themselves otherwise.
In London he met a gentleman from Cleveland,
Ohio, who had left this country to escape the war

church affairs, but has taken a commendable inter

est in the educational advancement of the city.
From 1885 until 1888, he served acceptably as
superintendent of the city schools and again in l890
on the organization of the schools under the law,
he was honored with the chairmanship of the
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Board of Education, and was ex-oiﬁcio superinten
dent. 0n religious, as well as all other questions,
Mr. Toll is broad minded and liberal and by the
citizens of Waukegan is held in the highest esteem.

g-——%-Qw§——~§—

sented by his son, Nelson A. Steele, the ﬁrm name

remaining, as before. Steele & Fox.
011 the 17th of June, 1861, in Waukegan. Mr.

Fox was joined in wedlock with Miss Georgiana
Steele, who was born in Libertyville, Lake County,
and is a daughter of Davis C. Steele. They have
become parents of three children, two sons and a
daughter, namely, Anna M., Charles H., Jr., and

HARLES H. FOX, of the ﬁrm of Steele &
Fox, general merchants of Waukegan, was
born in Morrisville, Madison County, N.Y.,
September 18, 1829, and is a son of Horatio and

Martha (Ostrander) Fox. His father was born in
Connecticut in 1798, and died July 31, 1840. His
mother was born in Rensselaer County, N. Y., in
1801, and was descended from Holland ancestors.

Her paternal grandfather was a native of Holland,
and settled on the Hudson during the early days
of the history of that region. He was the proprie
tor of a large tract of land that made him very
wealthy. His daughter, the mother of our subject,

Edgar. Both sons are in busness in Chicago.
In politics Mr. Fox was a Republican from the
organization of that party until 1885, since which
time he has afﬁliated with the Prohibition party
His wife was brought up under the auspices of the
Episcopal Church, while Mr. Fox is a member of
the Baptist Church. He has now been in business
for thirty consecutiVe years, and is one of the old
est and most highly respected merchants of Wau
kegan. He has never been ambitious of political
honors, but has devoted his attention to the care
of his commercial interests.

died 'in March, 1887, at the age of eighty-ﬁve
WM
years. In the family were ﬁve children, two sons
and three daughters, of whom our subject is the
youngest.

Charles H. Fox attended the common schools in
childhood, but his parents being in moderate cir
cumstances. he was obliged to apply himself at an
early age to help earn a living, and his educational
advantages were thus limited. When seventeen
years of age he engaged as merchant’s clerk in a
store in his native town, where he was employed
until the fall of 1854, when he came to Waukegan
and engaged as a clerk for R. & C. R. Steele, pio
neer merchants of this city.

After spending two

years with that ﬁrm, he went to Chicago, where he
was employed for one year as book-keeper for H.
Burton, a commission merchant, after which he was
admitted to partnership with his employer, the con
nection continuing until 1861. Mr. Fox then re
turned to Waukegan, bought a quarter in the house
of R. & C. R. Steele, and on the death of Ransom

ILLIAM C. UPTON, junior member of
M the law ﬁrm of Whitney & Upton, the
“
leading ﬁrm of Waukegan, was born in
Waukegan, Lake County, Ill., November 22,
1858, and is a son of Clark W. Upton, of the Cir

cuit Court of the Twelfth District of Illinois. His
literary education was completed in the High School
of this city, and, having determined to make the
legal profession his life work, he studied law in the
oﬂice of Cook <1: Upton, of Chicago, and was ad
mitted to the bar in 1883. Soon afterwards he be
gan practice, and in the fall of 1886 formed the
existing partnership with Charles Whitney.
0n the 19th of September, 1888, Mr. Upton was

united in marriage with Mrs. Augusta Burdick, the
wedding being celebrated at her home in Chicago.
The lady was born in Dutchess County, N. Y.
Mr. Upton has made his homein Waukegan since

Steele. in l862,became an equal partner with C. R.

his birth.

Steele, and has continued to hold that interest in

and in political sentiment is a stanch Republican,

the business to the present time. Mr. C. R. Steele
died in November, 1888, since which time the in
terest of the estate in the house has been repre

while in his religious views he is liberal. He in
herits the genius and ability of his honored father,
which, combined with the activity and energy of

He is a member of the National Union,
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young life, makes him one of the most prominent
and our subject, all of whom are residents of the
and talented members of the Lake County barwx town of Waukegan. The father died in his eighty
The ﬁrm of Whitney & Upton well deserves the
eigthth year, the mother at the age of sixty years.
rank which it holds in the front of the profession.
On the lst of May, 1836, Mr. Spaldingstarted
for the West in company with his brother De Witt
and Eber Hinckston. They passed through Lake
.
\—.—d
County, Ill., and located land on the Rock River
between
Beloit and Janesville, Wis., the Spalding
\
brothers securing a tract of eight hundred acres.
In July following, Leonard Spalding returned to
.
EONARD SPALDING, of Waukegan.
Oneida County, N. Y., and on the 1st of Nov
TE There are few residents in Lake County
ember of the same year set out for Illinois, in com
who have so long been identiﬁed with its
pany with L. Ilinckston. Having reached St.
history and upbuilding as the honored pioneer
Joseph, Micli., they struck the beach of Lake Mich
whose sketch we now present to the readers of this
igan and made the rest of the journey to Chicago
Album. We know that his life record will prove
on foot along the lake shore. They bought claims
of interest to many. He came West in 1836, a
in Waukegan township, Lake County, locating near
penniless youth but he possessed what was far
what was known as the old “ York House ” on sec
better than money—honesty, energy and good
judgment which he has so exercised as to make
tion 17, where Mr. Spalding still owns a valuable
him one of the wealthy men of the county. Some
farm of one hundred ﬁfty acres, well improved
of the experiences of his boyhood days are amusing
and highly cultivated, which tract he bought at the
in the extreme. His father owned a fourth interest
Government land sale a few years after his settle
in a mill upon the toll of which the family mainly
ment there. About 1842, Mr. Spalding went to
depended for bread. As there were nine children in
Galena where he spent one summer in the lead
the family the mill had to run very steady to keep
mines. In the fall of that year he was taken with
them supplied and when business was a little dull
the billious fever and returned to Waukegan to re
it was necessary to resort to the expedient of re
cuperate and has since made this his permanent
sifting the bran to secure bread material to tide
place of residence. By industry and good manage
them over. Mr. Spalding delights now to tell how
ment, Mr. Spalding has succeeded in acquiring a
he and his brother De Witt. in their boyhood days,
valuable property. In addition to his farming
lands he owns considerable city property which
used to dig young foxes out of their holes, tame
and sell them; how they would dig up the potatoes
brings him in good returns for his investment and
after they had been planted and eat them and other
has lately increased rapidly in value. He began
such enterprises as only boys can think out.
dealing in real-estate upwards of forty years ago
Brought up in a new country he enjoyed no educa
and has continued the business until the present
tional advantages to speak of. hence what he has
time. Since 1863 he has dealt in Chicago real
acquired in that line is the result of observation
estate in which has been quite successful.
and reading.
On the lst of January, 1848, Mr. Spalding mar
The subject of this sketch was born in Oneida
ried Miss Elizabeth Slocum, a native of Pennsylv
County, N. Y., in the town of Deerﬁcld, known
ania, and a representative of one of the early fami
later as Marcy, which is situated six miles north of
lies of that State. She died August 28, 1882.
Utiea. The date of his birth is March 12, 1812.
leaving but one surviving child, Mrs. Effie L.
and his parents were David and Martha (Cary )
Britton of Saugatuek, Mich. Some two years after

~3me

Spalding.

His father was born in Vermont, and

the death of his ﬁrst wife, Mr. Spalding wedded

went to Oneida County, N. Y., while a young man.
Leonard is one of a family of nine children, only

Helena Richter, a native of Berlin, Germany. In
political sentiment, he was an old time Democrat
until the rise of the Republican party. since which

three of whom are now living—De Witt, Allen

/2/
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time he has adhered to the principles of the latter
but has never asked for position or emolument.
He is one of the pioneer settlers of Lake County,
and is a man widely known throughout the com
munity. For many years he has been identiﬁed
with the Methodist Church but gives liberally to
the support of all religious denominations and does
what he can for the upbuilding and advancement
of the community's best interests. He has been
an active and influential member of the American
Bible Society for forty years and himself and fami
ly are life members of the society. With com
mendable pride he has watched the growth and
progress of his adopted county and has aided mat
erially in placing it in the position which it to-day
occupies among the foremost counties of this great
commonwealth.

If?“

n

i L
ORACE S. BERRY, who is living a retired
}
life in Waukegan, claims New York as the
t // State of his nativity. Born in Franklin
Q County on the 31st of March, 1816, he is
the son of Ebenezer and Mercy (Daggett) Berry.
His father was born in Connecticut, July 21, 1773,

and in the War of 1812 served as a soldier. llis
occupation was that of farming, which he followed
throughout his entire life. He first married Demis
Fuller, by whom he had seven children, and for his
second wife wedded Mrs. Mercy Fish, widow of

David Fish.

She had three children by her ﬁrst

union and five were born unto Ebenezer and
Mercy Berry. This worthy couple were married

in Franklin County, where tney spent the remain
der of their lives and were numbered among the
highly respected citizens of the community. The
death of Mr. Berry occurred May 15, 1837, and
the mother of our subject, who was born in Ver
mont, March 18, 1784, died April 16, 1862.
The early life of our subject passed uneventfully.

He remained at home until twenty years of age,
working upon the farm in the summer months and
attending the common schools of the neighborhood
in the winter season. He started out in life for

himself, embarking upon that pursuit to which he
had been reared, but after a few years, in 1841, he

began learning the carpenter and joiner’s trade.
In 1844 he went to Montreal, Canada, and worked
in the cut-offs of the canal until the succeeding
autumn, when he went to Upper Canada, but con
tinued to work on the canal. Returning home in
1845, he then prepared to come West, believing
that he might better his ﬁnancial condition by so
doing. He landed in Chicago and made his way
thence to Little Fort, now Waukegan, arriving on
the 4th of July. Having no money, he bought on
credit a lot and built a one-room shanty. He
worked at the carpenter's trade until 1850, when in
the company of eleven men he started in April for
a trip across the plains to California, and after a
long and wearisome journey, arrived in Hangtomm,
now Placerville, in September. He engaged in
teaming from Sacramento to the mines .and subse
quently carried on a meat market. Four years he
spent in that State, during which time he mined
but little, as he found that other employment
would yield a more certain return. In 1854 we
again ﬁnd him in Waukegan and the following
year in company with others he built the Wauke
gan Flour Mills7 which be operated until 1885,
when be rented it. During that thirty years he
had eight partners. The period was one of pros
perity to him and as the result he is now enabled
to live aretired life. He has passed the allotted
three-score years and ten, being new seventy-ﬁve,
but is still hale and hearty, able to do a good day’s
work at his trade.
On the 21st of July, 1841, Mr. Berry was united
in marriage with Eliza Capell, who was born June
4, 1823, in Parishville, N. Y., where their wedding
was celebrated. Unto them were born ﬁve chil
dren: Hiram 0., who was born in his ﬁfteenth year;
Albert C., a resident of Waukegan; Horace E.,
who died in his third year; Fred C., a merchant of
Waukegan; and one child which died in infancy.
The mother departed this life August 31, 1860,
and Mr. Berry was married March 28, 1865, to
Mrs. Helen H. Montgomery, widow of Caleb A.
Montgomery, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere
in this volume.
In political sentiment Mr. Berry was ﬁrst aFree
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Soiler and is now a Republican, having joined the
party during its infancy. He and his wife own
the three~story brick building on Washington and
Genesee streets. besides their residence property.
She is a consistent member of the Presbyterian

Church. Both are highly esteemed, not only as
early settlers but also as living specimens of the
honesty and hospitality of pioneer days in Lake
County.

@»
OHN F. POWELL, is accounted one of the
most successful business men of Waukegan_
and as he is in the truest sense selfmade, the
facts of his life are pre-eminently worthy of
preservation. Of the early history of the Powell
family very little is known. His father George N.
Powell, was born in the State of New York, and

when ayoung man emigrated to Chicago, being
among the very earliest settlers. In that village,
for such it was then, he met and married Aramissa
Harmon, who was a native

of Virginia,

and a

pioneer of Chicago. George Powell took a claim
of one hundred and sixty acres which he sub
sequently entered from the Government and a part
of which tract still belongs to our subject and his
brothers.

When ﬁrst claimed, it was three miles in

the country but now is in the midst of the city.
For a number of years the father kept tavern
though farming was his chief business. He was of
that honest, industrious class of pioneers of whom

but a few remain. In political faith he was a
Democrat. During the cholera scourge of 1850,
he died of that fatal disease. His widow still makes
her home in Chicago.

0f their ﬁve children, two
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multiplied his product by putting in horse power
and subsequently steam. He thus increased his
yearly output to about ﬁve hundred pumps.
When he ﬁrst began, he not only manufactured but
also put in the pumps; later he ran wagons on the
road and ﬁnally sold only to dealers. As he had
no machinery for turning, his pumps were square.
Other started in competition with him but made a
turned pump. Such was the tact and energy he
used in pushing his business and such the popu
larity of his pumps that his competitors were forced
to quit turning their pumps. In 1869, he sold
out his establishment in Chicago, came to Wanke
gan and engaged in the same line of business
though on a more extended scale. From an an
nual output of 3,000 be increased it to 8,000.

After running a time he took as partner R. J.
Douglas.
This partnership continued uninter
ruptedly until 1886, when Mr. Powell sold out to
Mr. Douglas. Soon after he boughtaplaning mill
and in company with his sons has run it since
under the ﬁrm title of Powell Bros. Manufacturing
Company. In connection with this they have been
extensively engaged in contracting and building,
both in Chicago and in \Vaukegan. Mr. Powell
has bought, improved and sold a great deal of
property. Besides owning valuable property in
Chicago and Waukegan, he has lands in Florida,
Michigan, Illinois and other States to the amount
of about two thousand acres.
Mr. Powell has
always been an industrious, energetic man and
though he never served an apprenticeship to any

trade he knows how to do almost any kind of
work from toiling on the farm for $6 per month
to constructing the most elegant buildings.
At Waukegan, in 1858, Mr. P0well married Miss

Marceleen Anro, a native of Canada. Their
union has been blessed with nine children; Cynthia,

died when young. Of the living John F. was the
oldest; William H., a real-estate dealer of Chicago I wife of Robert McCracken, a resident of Waterloo,
is next; and the youngest, Perry P., is a capitalist
Wis; Anna, wife of Charles B. McCauley, who is
of Winﬁeld, Kan.

living in Grand Rapids, Mich.; George N., a mem

Our subject was born in Chicago, August 29,
1838, and acquired such education as the common
schools then afforded. In 1858, though but twenty
years of age, be commenced the manufacture of
wooden pumps. He started in a small way, making
them ﬁrst by hand, but as business increased he

ber of the ﬁrm of Powell Bros. of Waukegan; John
A., a real-estate dealer of Chicago; William H.,
also a member of the above ﬁrm; Perry R, James
F., Ida and Helen.

Mr. Powell is a Knight Templar Mason, a mem
ber of the \Vaukegan order and a stanch Republi
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can, having cast his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Lin
coln. He has ably served three years as Mayor and
six years as Aldermah in Waukegan. While Mayor,
he rendered the city a service that is much more
highly appreciated now than it was at the time. It
had been voted by the citizens of the county that
stock should not be alloWed to run at large. But
the city ordinance under a special charter allowed
stock to run at large;through Mr. Powell’s inﬂuence
the ordinance was repealed. The chief executives
of the city preceding Mr. Powell had not the
courage to enforce this regulation in the face of the
opposition of those who kept cows. Nothwith
standing threats of bodily harm and destruction of
property and the general opinion that the ordi
nance could not be enforced, Mr. Powell went

courageously ahead bringing offenders to grief
whether friend or otherwise and demonstrated that
it could be done. Though he received much con
demnation for a short time he was soon accorded
that conﬁdence and esteem which always comes to
him who does right under trying circumstances.
Capable and far-sighted in business he has met
that success which honest endeavor deserves.

Doctor resolved to have a professional education
although there was no one to assist him even to
the amount of one dollar. After attending a Qua
ker High School in the aggregate about two years,
he read medicine twelve months with Dr. Isaac
Wright of Highland County, Ohio, followed by
two years with Dr. Daniel Meeker of La Porte,
Ind. In order to secure his medical education.
he built with his own hands a little cabin out of
some refuse lumber, with a mud chimney and there
lived for eighteen months, isolated from the world,
subsisting on the cheapest food and seeing his pre
ceptor once in two weeks. He was examined by a
medical board. passed without any difficulty and
received his license. He began practice at Me
Henry, McHenry County, 1",, in 1840. About
the same time he married Isabella T. Randall of
Pleasant Grove, near Marengo, and of three chil
dren, the fruit of this union, only one daughter,

Emily C., is now living. She is the widow of
Willard Orvis and resides in Minnesota.
In the spring of 1843, Dr. Lewis moved to Lib
ertyville, then the seat of justice in Lake County,
and its leading town, and the next year went back
to La Porte and took his degree of Doctor of Medi
cine.

ARON LEWIS, M. 1)., of \Vaukegan,
Lake County, a pioneer physician of
U Northeastern Illinois, whose years of
V
practice in that region outnumber those
of any other, was born in Loudoun County, Va.,
February 12, 1818, and is a son of Jehu and
Eleanor (Cadwallader) Lewis, who were also na

tives of Virginia. His paternal grandfather was a
surveyor and was employed by the Government to
survey some of the wild lands in the Old Domin
ion. The family were Quakers or Friends and
hence took no part in the War for Independence.
Jehu Lewis, who moved to the Big Miami Valley,
Ohio, when Aaron was young, had a large family
and being in moderate circumstances found it dif
ﬁcult to give his children anything more than such
slight advantages for education as the district
schools afforded.
However, at the age of seventeen years, the

In 1846, he moved to Little Fort, now

Waukegan, and soon afterwards, on the breaking
out of the Mexican War, was appointed examin
ing surgeon and went to Shawneetown on the
Ohio River where he remained one year. When
peace was once more restored between the two
countries he returned to Waukegan, but about
four years later, at the urgent solicitation of some
prominent lumberman in Michigan, he crossed in
to that State and spent two years at Muskcgan
Lake, at the end of which time we ﬁnd him once

more among his friends in this city. Soon after
the Civil War broke out Dr. Lewis was appointed
provost marshal surgeon for his congressional dis
trict and examined most of the soldiers in six
counties, having his headquarters at Marengo.
That position he ﬁlled until the close of the Rebel
lion.
With the exception of four months spent with
his wife at the Hot Springs in Arkansas, quite as
much for the respite from hard work as for the
beneﬁt of his health, and short periods at medical
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colleges in Chicago and St. Louis, the Doctor has
been conﬁned very closely to his professional du
ties in Waukegan and vicinity. Although at an
age when most medical men begin to curtail their
rides, he ﬁnds it extremely difficult to do so. Old
friends are unwilling to change their family physi
cian and his kindly heart cannot say no to their
pressing appeals for his skillful ministrations in
their hour of sickness. During the war the post
of honor which he held, brought him in contact
with many people and he is one of the best known
medical men in this part of the State.
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much of the Great Inﬁnite, too much of the mem

ory of Servates to worship a Calvanistic God
and that he looks forward to the great climax of
life which

in his case is not, in the course of

events, far distant, without fear. That he is a
good man, who has faithfully done his life work,
all will admit, and he stands out prominently as an
historic character of Lake County.

e—stse?

He is well

known among the Masonic as well as the medical
fraternity, being a Royal Arch Mason. The Doc
tor is a Quaker by birthright, and has never, we
believe, withdrawn from that Society but he is an
out and out Spiritualist and has frequently con
ducted funeral services and lectured in public on
his favorite religious topic, always to full houses.
He is a man of great candor and sincerity, couples
principle with his Christian as well as medical
profession and has the warm esteem of a very ex
tensive circle of acquaintances. When the Rush
Medical College of Chicago was being organized,
two of the ﬁrst sixteen students of that institution
were from Dr. Lewis’ ofﬁce.
ThevDoctor and his wife have now been mar

DVVARD JENKINS, now deceased, was one
one of the earliest pioneers of Lake County.
He was born in Wales in 1801, and emigra
ted from that country to America with his parents
in childhood, making his home in New York City.
Having reached man’s estate, he was married to Miss

Mary Jones and in 1834 emigrated to Northern
Illinois, and settled in Lake County, at a point
situated about three miles to the west of Little
Fort now \Vaukegan. He made a claim there al
though the land was not then declared open for
settlement, and the Indians were not removed un

til nearly two years later. His claim, on the organ
ization of the county into townships, proved to be
in the township of Warren.

ried about ﬁfty-two years. Up to about four
years ago he had been quite rugged and healthy.
Although his health is now badly impaired the
Doctor still makes his daily trips on professional
duty. He has recently met with the loss of his

Our subject entered the land at the Government
land sales some years later, and made his home there

old white horse, which has been his constant com

two daughters and ﬁve sons: Thomas, married
Margaret Lloyd, and resides in Waukegan. He was
a soldier in the late war; Grifﬁth, married Mar
garet Lynch, and resides in Chicago; Ebenezer, died

panion in good weather and bad for twenty-seven
years. It died at the age of thirty-two. The old
white horse was a familiar object on the road and
street to the inhabitants far and near. Dr. Lewis
has outlived all his brethren of the profession who
started with him in the pioneer days. He had
many an adventure and hairbrcadth escape in
early times, having been exposed to blizzards on
open prairies, three times brought home nearly
frozen to death and chased by wolves and prai
rie ﬁres. He possesses original ideas on the sub
ject of religion. Instead of the Trinity, he says
“Mother and Father, God Divine” and remarks

that he thinks too much of the human family, too

until his death which occurred,June 30, 1863.

His

wife survived him many years, and died in the fall
of 1885.

They were the parents of seven children,

aged 27 years; Anna, is the wife of Obed Allen, of

Warren Township (see sketch); George, wedded
Mary Ann Shope. lie was a Lieutenant in the Fif
teenth Illinois Infantry, and now resides in Chicago;
Catharine Jane, married Andrew Bradbury of
Chicago.
Mr. Jenkins was a Republican as are all of his
sons. He held various local ofﬁces in the early
days of Lake County. On coming to New York,
Mr. Jenkins learned the cabinet-making trade, at
which he worked a good portion of his time after
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coming West, ﬁnding employment in Milwaukee,
while he still maintained his home in \Varren. He
was a man of upright character and honorable in
all his intercourse with the world and enjoyed the
good will and conﬁdence of all who knew him. He
and his wife were consistent members of the Con
gregational Church.

\ ~+ '—%——+.—
[QEN FRANKLIN FOSTER FLINT, a dis
G tinguished retired ofﬁcer of the United
\; States Army, now residing in Highland
Park. is a native of New Hampshire. He was born
in Westmoreland, Cheshire County, on April 29,

1821. His parents were Alfred and Mary (Hooper)
Flint, who Were also natives of New England. His
paternal ancestors were among the early inhabi
tants of Massachusetts and Flint’s Fort, Concord,

was named after a member of the family \who had
attained prominence in early Colonial affairs. The
subject of this sketch is of English and Welsh de
scent and his ancestors who founded the family in
America were emigrants from Derbyshire, England.
On the maternal side Gen. Flint’s ancestors were

sion as Captain in the Sixth United States Infantry.
The year previous he had been detailed on an
expedition to the Rocky Mountains, exploring and
opening Bridger’s Pass, which resulted in establish
ing substantially the location of the line of the
Union Paciﬁc Railway across the mountains at or
near that point. During the Indian war that im
mediately preceded the organization of the Terri
tory of Nevada, he was in command at Ft.
Churchill, and engaged in subduing the Indians in
that vicinity. In May, 1861, he was promoted to be
Major of the Sixteenth United States Regulars and
the following fall he marched to San Francisco and
thence sailed with his regiment to New York. During
the greater part of the late Civil War, he was con
nected with the Army of the Cumberland and
Army of the Ohio, serving principally on Depart

ment Staﬂ‘ duty. In 1863, he was promoted to he
Lieutenant-Colonel 0f the Seventh United States
Infantry and at the close of the war went to Florida
on reconstruction duty in that State, with district
headquarters at Tallahasse. He was promoted to be
Colonel of the Fourth United States Infantry while
in Florida and was subsequently stationed in
Wyoming, Kentucky and Arkansas, and was in
command at Ft. Laramie during the Great Sioux

residents of Walpole, N. H., where his mother was

Indian disturbance in 1869, and left there in 1871.

born. His parents spent their lives in the East and
died in New England.
The early youth and school days of our subject
were passed at Fall River, Mass., where he attended
the public and city High School. In the fall of 1836
he was appointed a cadet at \Vest Point, entering
that great military school of the nation in June,
1887. He was graduated in the class of 1841, and

In the spring of 1882, Gen. Flint’s name was placed
on the retired list on his own application, after
forty years of active service. At this writing he
has been in the military service of the United
States just half a century. During his service prior
to the late war he crossed the Sierra Nevada Moun

was assigned to duty under Gen. Worth, in the

having the philosopher Greeley as a passenger.
On October 20, 1846, Gen. Flint was married
at Ft. Gibson in the Cherokee Nation, Indian Ter
ritory, to Miss Maria, familiarly called Donna

Seminole Indian War in Fl0rida. In 1842, he
was transferred to the Texas frontier and served
along the western frontier from Ft. Towson on the '
Red River, westward. He was stationed at Fts.
Smith, Gibson, Leavenworth and Ripley, near the
headwaters of the Mississippi and during the Kan
sas and Nebraska troubles of 1856 and 18.57, was

on duty in that ﬁeld of operation. He was assigned
to the Utah expedition of 1858, and marched on
foot from Ft. Leavenworth, Kan., to Benica Bar
roeks, near San Francisco, there holding a commis

tains seven times, once

with the famous stage

driver, “Hank Monk,” who achieved notoriety by

McMullin.

She was born in Baltimore, Md., and

was educated in Philadelphia, and in Florida. She
is a daughter of James and Maria Ann McMullin,
who were natives of Philadelphia, though of Eng
lish descent seVeral generations remote. Her par
ents were married in the City of Brotherly Love
and removed thence to Maryland in early life and
laterto Florida. Gen. Flint and his wife are the
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parents of six children, of whom four are living.
In political sentiment, the General is an earnest
Republican and has been a member of the City
Council of Highland Park several terms, of which

he has been acting Mayor. Ile is a Master Mason,
belonging to Bell Point Lodge of Arkansas.
During the many years passed by Gen. Flint in
active service, he was accompanied by his devoted
wife who participated in the varied experiences of
military life among the Indians on the frontier of
civilization. By a faithful discharge of every duty
he won the reputation of being a most competent
and worthy ofﬁcer. Among his neighbors and
friends he is held in high esteem for his many ex
eellencies of character.
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now deceased; John resides in Warren Township;
Jessie is the wife of l). Mott, of Chicago; Alex is

married and follows farming in Antioch Township;
Phillis is married and resides in Evanston; Emma
makes her home in Waukegan; Stanley and An
thony are both married and live in Waukegan.
The ﬁrst seven years of his life our subject spent
in the British Province. Since that time he has
been a resident of Lake County, and has been con'
nected with its agricultural interests. He was reared
to farm life and the pursuit of farming has followed
since be attained to mature years. He made pur
chase of his present farm in 187?, buying eighty
acres of timber land on section 26, Warren Town

ship. Since that time one-half of the amount has
been placed under a high state of cultivation, and
many improvements have been added which en
hance the value and beauty of the place. Ile erected
a good frame residence, an excellent barn, and has

OSEPH GONEAU, a representative farmer
and early settler residing on section 26, War
, ren Township, has been a witness of the de
velopment of the county since 1845. The
history of his life is as follows. He was born in
Lower Canada, in August, 1838, and is the eldest
of ten children who were born unto Joseph and

one of the best granaries in the county, the dimen
sions of which are 16x20 feet, and 12 feet high.
The owner is an enterprising farmer and good busi
ness man, who well deserVes the prosperity that has

crowned his efforts.
In Waukegan, December 15, 1867, Mr. Goneau

was united in marriage with Mrs. Ellen Goque,
widow of Alexis Goque, and daughter of Francis

Martha (O’Detta) Goneau, both of whom were na

and Mary Protine.

tivvs of Canada, where their marriage was cele
brated. The father was a farmer by occupation,
and in the spring of 1845. in company with his
family removed from his home to Lake County.
Ill., settling on section 6, Warren Township, upon
a tract of land which he entered from the Govern
ment. It was in consequence entirely unimproved
and he cleared and developed it into a good farm.

bec, Canada, August 15, 1833, and came to Lake

His death occurred October 27, 1890, after a resi

dence of forty-ﬁve years in the county. When the
late war was in progress he enlisted in 1864, in the
Sixty ninth Illinois Cavalry as a member of Com
pany K. for one hundred-days’ service, and was hon
orably discharged in 1865, when peace was once
more restored. In religious belief he was a Catho—
lic. His widow still survives him, and is living in
Waukegan. The members of their family are J0
seph, of this sketch; Louie, who is married and re

sides in Waukegan; Martha, wife of Frank Protine,

Mrs. Goneau was born in Que

County in childhood. She was twice wedded
previous to her marriage with Mr. Goneau. Her
ﬁrst husband was Enos Shaw, an American, to
whom she was married at Little Fort, now Wauke
gan, when in her fifteenth year. Two sons Were born

of their union, Benjamin F. and Joseph H. The
former died in infancy, and the latter is now a
farmer of Benton Township. Mr. Shaw died in
California during the early gold mining days.
Shortly after his death, Mrs. Shaw married Alexis
Goque, a French Canadian, by whom she had three

sons: Louis F., who married N aney Taylor, a
widow, was a farmer by occupation, and died aged

twenty- three years; Samuel A. wedded Miss Mary
Schild, and is foreman for the ﬁrm of Yoc dz Coo,

syrup manufacturers of Chicago; Alonzo was a
soldier in the Canadian army during the late so
called “Riel “far” in Canada, and is now residing
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in the Lake Superior country. Mr. ('ioque went to
California. and is supposed to have died there.
After a lapse of several years, and no tidings being
received from him, Mrs. Goque procured a divorce,

and as previously stated, married Mr. Goneau.

position which he has also previously held. In
the community where he resides he is widely and
favorably known and as a worthy citizen deserves
a representation in this volume.

-

Francis Protine, the father of Mrs. Goneau was

a native of Canada. and there married Mary Le
Clare, also a native of Canada. When a young
man he removed to New York, and thence brought
his family to Chicago, Ill.

He came to Lake

County, in 1842, settling in Waukegan, then called
Little Fort, where he worked at his trade of coop
ering and also followed other pursuits. After a
long residence of forty-eight years in this county,
during which time he formed a large circle of ac
quaintances, and made many warm friends, his
death occurred

March 27, 1890, at the age of

eighty-one years. Ilis wife had previously de
parted this life, havingr died in 1881, when seventy
ﬁve years of age. Their family numbered ﬁve
children, of whom Mrs. Goneau is the eldest; Sam
uel, now a widower, resides with our subject.

He

P. AMES is the owner of a valuable farm
of one hundred and seventy-seven acres
on section 13, Antioch Township. He
was born in Tioga County, Pa., May 22,
1830, and is of English descent.

The family was

established in America by three brothers, natives
of England, who crossed the Atlantic in the “May
ﬂower,” braving the dangers of an ocean voyage

to found homes in the New World.

Ilis grand

father, .lonathan Carver Ames, was born near
Boston, Mass, and married Miss Whipple, whose

brother was a signer of the Declaration of Inde
pendence. He was a farmer by occupation and
from Rutland County, Vt., he removed in 1817 to

was for twenty years a member of the Secret Ser

Tioga County, Pa., where he endured all the hard

vice, and in that work has traveled all over the

ships of clearing up a timbered farm and rearing a
large family of ten children, six sons and four
daughters, who all grew to manhood and woman
hOod and all but one lived to rear families of their
own, and all but one emigrated West at an early
day to help improve a new county and endure the
privations which all had 'to do in those days.
Chester Ames, father of our subject, was born
on the 9th of May, 1801, in Rutland County, where
he lived until sixteen years of age, when he accom
panied the family to Pennsylvania, where he later
engaged in the mercantile business until the ﬁnan
cial panic of 1837 brought ruin upon him as it did
upon thousands of others. Three years later he

country from the Atlantic to the Paciﬁc, visiting

every State in the Union and making three trips to
California.

Annie, his twin sister, is now the wife

of Edward Stone, of Chicago, who is connected
with the Board of Trade in that city; Francis is

married and engages in the hardware business in
Libertyville, while his

wife is proprietress of a

large millinery and dry goods store; Jane became
the wife of John MeCann, now of Spokane Falls,

Wash., and died at their home in Waukegan in
August, 1875.
Mr. and Mrs. Goneau became the parents of one

child, Edward N., who was born December 15,
1875, but after a short illness of three days he died
on the 9th of February, 1891, at the age of ﬁfteen
years.

He was an intelligent, obedient and indus

trious boy, and the death of their only child has
proved a terrible loss to the grief stricken parents.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Goneau are members of St.

left the East and came to Lake County, lll., jour

neying by team.

On arriving at his destination

he traded his outﬁt, including horses, wagon, har

ness. etc., for a half section of land at Hickory
Corners in Antioch Township. Of this, thirty
acres had been fenced in and a log cabin built upon
the cleared space. With his characteristic energy
Mary's Roman Catholic Church. Like every true
he began the development of the farm and in the
American citizen should do. he manifests an inter
est in political affaim, supporting the Republican
course of time had a comfortable home. At the
party. He is now amember of the SehoolBoard,a 1 age of ﬁfty he divided his property among his
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sons and has since lived a retired life. making his
home with his son on the old homestead. He is
now ninety years of age. His wife died in 1888.
Her maiden name was Susanna l). Pitts, and their

marriage was celebrated in 'I‘ioga County, Pa.,
February 3, 1826. She was born in Connecticut
in 1803, of Welsh parentage. 1n the family of
Mr. and Mrs. Amcs were eight children, ﬁve sons

and three daughters and the family circle has been
broken only hy_the death of the mother. Mrs. Lucy
A. Frazier is the eldest; Apollis P. is the second;
Thomas W. resides in Nebraska; Olivia is the wife

of Alex Trotter; C. L. is living in one of the sub
urbs of Chicago; Marion resides in Rock County,
Minn.; Mary, twin sister of Marion, resides on
the old homestead, and B. W., who served in the

'I‘hirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, operates the old
home farm. All the children are heads of families.
The ﬁrst ten years of his life A. I’. Ames spent
in his native State. He attended good schools in
Pennsylvania, but the schools of this county were
very inferior and such as they were he could only
attend in the winter season as his services were
needed on the farm in the summer months. He
remained under the parental roof until twenty-one
years of age, when, with his knapsack on his back,

he started for Minnesota, spending the summer
near St. Paul. In the fall he returned home with
the intention of going to California, but by his
father was persuaded to abandon the trip. He has
made farming his life pursuit and his home has since
been continuously near Antioch Township, with
the exception of two years spent in Kansas. He
paid $300 in trade for eighty acres of land subject
to mortgages, on which was a log house. Its
value has now many times increased through the
untiring eﬁorts of the owner, who has built upon
it a comfortable and tasty home, good barns and
other necessary buildings. The. ﬁelds are well tilled
and the entire surroundings indicate the thrift and
enterprise of the owner.
On the 21st of February, 1855, Mr. Ames was
joined in wedlock with Dimis Webb. a daughter
of Charles Webb, one of the old settlers of Antioch
Township. They have five children living and
have lost one, namely: Hattie, who resides in Kan

sas; Charles D., who is a painter of Chicago;
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Chester C., at home; Paul P., who is attending
school in Aurora, and Anna L., who completes the

family. Mr. Ames has provided his children with
good educational advantages, thus ﬁtting them
for the practical duties of life. He has never been a
politician in the sense of office-seeking. He ﬁrst sup
ported the Whig party, then became a Democrat,
later was a Free-soiler and from the time when Abra
ham Lincoln ran for the Presidency has been a Re
publican. His wife is a member of the Christian
Church of Antioch. By their united efforts they
have acquired a handsome competence which how
ever has not been secured without much hard
labor. The sky of proeperity has sometimes been
darkened by the cloud of adversity, yet their
enterprise has overcome the obstacles in

their

path. Mr. Ames has ever done his part toward
the development of the county in the half century
which he has resided here and is a well-esteemed
citizen of the community.

J;“Heir—i? J
OL. WILLIAM ANDREW JAMES of
Ilighland Park. Amongthose who have
won distinction in .the military and civil
history of our country, the subject of this sketch
is deserving of mention. Col. James is a native
of Rhodc Island, born the city of Providence,
December 8, 1838, and is a son of Samuel and

Tabitha S. (Rhodes) James.

His father was the

son of William and Catherine (Field) James, and

was also born in Providence, on January 27, 1814.
The great-grandfather of Col. James, whose Chris
tian name was Samuel. was a native of Providence
and for many years a successful dealer in cotton
and other merchandise in Georgia, but subsequently
returned to his native city where he engaged in
mercantile pursuits. Finally inheriting a. large
estate from his father, he retired from business and
until his death, in 1824, resided on Federal Hill, in
the house afterward used by Thomas W. Dorr as

his headquarters. He was widely kn0wn as a man
ufacturer of paper hangings and was a director of
Roger Williams Bank at a time when there was but
two banks in Rhode Island. Other members of the
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family were also prominentin the community. The
paternal grandmother of our subject was a daugh
ter of Lemuel Field. and was a lineal descendant
of John Field, the common ancestor of the family
in Rhode Island, who was a citizen of Providence
asearly as 1637, and whose death occurred in 16512.

The grandmother died in Providence in 1875, at
the age of ninety-three years.
Samuel James, the father of the Colonel, was
engaged in the grocery business and held the ofﬁce
of weigher in the Custom House at Providence by
appointment of President Lincoln from May 15,
1861, to December 31. 1868. He was aDirector in
the State Bank from June, 1854, to June, 1873,and

was a member of the Providence Common Council
from June, 1842, to June, 1844.

In 1849 he was

elected a member of the Board of Aldermen by the
Whig and temperance parties and was rc-elected
successive until 1855. Four years later he was the
candidate of the Republican party for Mayor of
Providence and although he received a large vote,
failed of election. He was married May 8, 1835,
to Miss Tabitha S. Rhodes, a daughter of Capt.
Richard and Tabitha (Harris) Rhodes of Rhode
Island. They had ﬁve children, two sons and three
daughters William Andrew of this sketch; Celia,
wife of Thomas H. Spencer, a prominent merchant
of Chicago; Emma Frances, wife of Schuyler M.
Coe, also a Chicago business man residing in
Highland Park; Isabel is the wife of Herbert West,
a wholesale merchant of New York; and Samuel

Knight died in infancy. Mr. James, the father of
this family, died in July, 1883, at the age of sixty
nine years. His life was a busy and useful one
and he succeeded in acquiring an ample fortune.
He was esteemed a man peculiarly just and fair, and

was a prominent and inﬂuential citizen.
Mrs.
James survives her husband and resides with her

daughter, Mrs. Coe at Highland Park. The family
is of Scotch and English origin, and its members
haVe been residents of Providence, R. 1., for seven

generations.
Col. William A. James received his education in
the public schools of his native city, closing in the
High School. On the breaking out of the late war
he was among the ﬁrst to offer his services in de
fense of the Union.

He enlisted May 27, 1861, on

the ﬁrst call for three months’ men, made by Presi
dent Lincoln and was mustered into the United
States service two days later as a member of Com
pany A, Tenth Rhode Island Infantry, and was
promoted at once to be First Sergeant. Ilis rcginu'nt
was attached to Whipple’s Brigade, Departnx-nt of
Washington, where he served the term of his cn
listment in defence of the capital and was musterc-l
out September I, 1861. He re-entered the service
October 1, 1862, as First Lieutenant of Company

C, Eleventh Rhode Island Regiment for nine
months service. The command was assigned to
Cowen's Brigade in defense of Washington. In
February, 1863, the Eleventh Rhode Island joined
C0wen’s Second Brigade. Abercrombie’s Division,
Twenty-Second Army Corps, remaining in the
same department until April 1, 1863. On the 6th
of March previous, Lieut. James was promoted to
be Captain of Company E, and on the 1st of April,
the regiment joined Terry’s Brigade, First Division,
Seventh Army Corps of the Department of Vir
ginia. He was at Norfolk, was in the siege of
Suﬂ’olk, Va., from April 15 to May 4, was at Hol

land lIouse, took part in the expedition to Black
Water from June

12 to 18, thence to Norfolk.

Yorktown and Williamsburg until June 30, when
he returned to Rhode Island, and having served
the term of his enlistment, was mustered out July
13,

1863.

On January 7, 1864. he re-entered the

service as Captain of Company L, Third Regiment
Rhode Island. Cavalry, was ordered to New
Orleans, joined the Department of the Gulf and
took part in the engagement at Alexandria from
April 20 to 23. He was in the action near Tunica
Bend on Red River, and again near Alexandria;
was at Cloutesville April 23 and 24 and was en
gaged on construction of the darn at Alexandria
from April 30 to May 10. Later we ﬁnd him at
lIudnot’s plantation, Moore's plantation and at
Alexandria. He was in the retreat to Morganza,
May 13, in the engagements at Natchitoches, May
14, at Avozelles Prairie from May 14 to 16, at
Alexandria May 17, Bayou De Glaize, May 18 and
19. Morganza, May 24. and on duty at Ft. Banks
opposite New Orleans on June 22 and 23. He was
detached from the regiment and assigned to duty
as Active Assistant Inspector General on the slalT
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of Gen. E. R. S. Canby, commanding military
division of West Mississippi from June, 1864 to
April, 1865. He took part in the Mobile cam
paign, the siege of Spanish Fort and Ft. Blakely
and the capture of Mobile. He was made Major
and Lieutenant Colonel but resigned April 25, on
account of physical disability contracted in the
line of duty. In April, 1865, he was breveted
Colonel by President Lincoln for distinguished
service in the Department of the Gulf, to date
from March 18 of the same year, which action was
conﬁrmed by the United States Senate. Col.
James, in his war experience, escaped without any
serious casualty although he was slightly wounded
in one arm by a gunshot, had a ball pass through
his clothes and had his horse killed under him at
the battle of Pleasant Hill in the Red River cam
paign.

In 1865, aft-er the close of the War, the Colonel
went to Chicago and engaged in the steam machin
ery business, which he has carried on succsssfully
since, having for a time Mayor John Roche for a
partner. He was burned out in the great ﬁre
October 9, 1871, and sustained a heavy loss.
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District to the House of Representatives in 1875,
was re-elected in 1877,and 1879 was elected Speaker
of the House of the Thirty-First General Assem
bly. He is the only Speaker the House has had
who has not been a professional. lawyer. He proved
a most popular Speaker, prompt in dispatch of
business, courteous and fair in his rulings and
notably impartial. The following extracts from
the press at that time show something of the esti
mation in which he was held by the public, regard
less of political sympathy:
“Col. James the new Speaker, is above six feet
in height, compactly and strongly built, of light
complexion and commanding presence; shows well
at ﬁrst acquaintance and wears better. The honor,
so far as the speakership can be termed such, sits
well upon him.”——P0nti'ac Sentinel. The follow
ing is from the Toulon Herald: “Speaker James is
proving himself one of the best presiding ofﬁcers
if not the best, the House has ever had.

He is

what the ladies call a “splendid looking man.’ He
has a ﬁne smooth voice, is distinctly heard in every
part of the chamber, is digniﬁed and impartial and

He

his decisions have always been sustained without

soon resumed business in Chicago but took up his
residence in Highland Park, which has since been
his home. He was married in Springﬁeld, Mass,

exception. So impartial is he that only one appeal
has been taken and that by a factional minority on
the “two-third rule question.” He is prominently
named as the coming candidate for Congress from his
district, the third.” “One of the pleasing episodes
of the Thirty-First General Assembly occurred in
behalf of our esteemed and honored Speaker, Mr.
James, for being the most handsome and popular

on March 31,1869, to Miss Georgiana Case. a

daughter of Edmund E. and Harriet (King) Case.
She was born in Sufﬁeld, Conn., and is descended
from old New England families. Her father was
born in Canton. Conn., in 1805, and died March 5,

1847, at the age of forty-two years. He was a
Deacon of the Baptist Church of Canton and was
noted for his liberal charity and earnest Christian
work; his daughter belongs to the same church.
His wife died in February, 1855. at the age of
thirty-six years. Col. and Mrs. James have one
child, a son, Samuel Winthrop, who was born in
Highland Park. December 3, 1871. He was educa
ted in the public schools and in the Northwestern

Military Academy, and is now in business with his
father in Chicago.
Col. James is an earnest Republican in politics
and has distinguished himself as a leading member
of the Illinois Legislature and Speaker of the House.
He was ﬁrst elected from the Eighth Senatorial

gentleman of the Thirty-First General Assembly.
The ladies of St. John’s Hospital and Fair pre
sented Speaker James with a superb and beautiful
silver card receiver, and French crystal vase for
being in their judgment by far the handsomest and
most gallant gentleman of the Legislature. Col.
James, in return for their delicate compliment, de

livered a neat little speech, replete with emotion
and gratitude to the fair donors and also culogistic
of his associates, the members of the General As

sembly.” (City Paper.) “One of the most pleasant
events of the season at the State Capitol occurred
in the Speaker’s room just after adjournment last

Wednesday noon. Col. Thompson of Chicago on
behalf of the Republican members of the House

786

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

presented Col. James, the Speaker, with a beautiful

hunting case gold watch and a massive gold neck
chain worth 8260, making a pretty speech. Fol
lowing this immediately, Hon. Robert McKinley of
Paris also presented to the Speaker, on behalf of
the Democratic members, a richly chased gold
headed ebony cane costing $50, accompanying the
presentatiOn with a most eloquent address. He
paid a ﬁtting tribute to Col. James for his fairness
and impartiality as Speaker and bore testimony in
beautiful words of encomium of the high regard
and esteem which his fellow members entertained
for him. Col. James responded in an address full
of pathos and ﬁtting sentiment, paying worthy
compliments to his fellow members of all parties,
closing in words of beautiful thought. The de
livery was not only able but the matter was excel
lent. Both of the gifts bore this inscription:
‘Prescnted to
Col. William A. James
Speaker of the
Thirty-First General Assembly
of Illinois
By the members. i!)

‘ Iiiiiliﬁ l:
x

DASHINGTON L. CONVERSE resides in
Fremont Township. He is a native of
V\_/ Brookﬁeld, Orange County, Vt., his birth
having occurred on the 24th of March, 1824. The
family is of English descent and was founded in
America by three brothers of the name of Converse
who in Colonial days established homes in America.
One of these, the grandfather of our subject, en
listed on the Colonial service and fought during the
Revolutionary War with the rank of Colonel. The
father of our subject, James A. Converse, was a

“No handsomer compliment can be paid to Hon.
W. A. James, Speaker of the Illinois House of
Representatives than to say that never since the
organization of the Legislature has there been a
more efﬁcient, popular and courteous presiding
officer, and in saying this, we detract nothing from
the merits of Messrs. Cullom, Shaw and others who

ruled with marked acceptance. IIis rulings have
been fair and just, the House has been held well in
hand and business has been dispatched with re

markable speed and the result is Col. James has a
host of warm personal friends and admirers in all
parts of the House, regardless of politics." (City
paper.)
Col. James has now been a resident of Highland
Park for twenty years and is regarded as an old
settler of that beautiful suburban town.

been active and inﬂuential in politics and in 1878
was President of the Republican State Convention.
He has formed a wide circle of acquaintances
throughout the State and nation as must appear
from his record and has won a reputation as a
soldier and statesman of which his family and
friends have reason to be proud.

In l873,

he was elected Mayor of that city, and was re
elected without Opposition, proving a faithful
ofﬁcer. He is a member of the U.
Grant Post,
No. 28, G. A. R,, Department of Illinois, and

is

also a member of the Veteran Association of the
Loyal Legion and the Royal Areanum. He has

native of Massachusetts and died about the year
1832. He was a man of the strictest integrity and
honor and his word was as readily received as his
bond. Ile began life for himself at the age of
nineteen years when he left his home in the Bay
State and made his way on foot to Vermont with
an ax across his shoulder. Thus without capital
he began life in his new home. He often told his
boys that the greatest loss he ever experienced was
when one of his oxen was killed by the falling of
a tree which he had just cut down. In those pion
eer days when times were hard and money scarce
such a loss fell more heavily upon the early settler
than many times its amount would lo-day. He
spent the remainder of his life upon the homestead
which he made for himself in Vermont. He cast
his ﬁrst Presidential vote for Washington, the
Father of His Country, but his political views were
those advocated by the Whig party. In his social
relations he was a Mason and became quite promi
nent in the circles of that fraternity. Mr. Converse
wedded Lucinda Smith, who was born in Connect
icut about 1872 of Scotch .desccnt, her parents
being natives of Scotland. Unto them were born
twelve children, six sons and six daughters, of
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whom nine grew to mature years, as follows:

of Sonora, Cal.

Emeline, wife of Mr. Cozzins, who was born in

ships and vicissitudes of the miner and after two
years returned to his old home, having met with
excellent success in his undertakings.
On his return Mr. Converse made his ﬁrst pur
chase of land which consisted of a track of two
hundred and twenty acres in the northwestern part
of Fremont Township. His ﬁrst home was a log
cabin and the primitive structure still stands upon
his farm, one of the few landmarks which yet re
mains to tell of the progress and advancement
made since pioneer days. lndustrious and enter
prising he has made his land to bloom and blossom
as the rose and the Converse homestead is now
considered one of the ﬁnest farms in the locality.
As his ﬁnancial resources were increased he also
purchased other lands and has made many 'excell
cnt improvements. In addition to general farming
he has engaged quite extensively and successfully
in stock-raising. He is now the owner of a ﬁne
horse which was sired of the St. Lawrence breed
and although it has never been trained, has now a
record of 2:38. He also has a high grade of Hol
stein and Jersey cattle and the accommodations
for his stock are most excellent. In fact the barns
and other buildings upon the place are all models
of convenience and stand as monuments to the
thrift and enterprise of the owner.
On the 5th of May, 1854, Mr. Converse led to
the marriage altar Miss Jane Hazen, a native of

Massachusetts but was reared in Ohio and became
proprietor of the Cleveland House, the ﬁrst hotel
erected in the city of Cleveland; Catherine, de
ceased wife of Solomon Marble, a farmer; Mary

became the wife of Abram Stanley, a farmer living
in White River, Vt., but both are now deceased;

George, who engaged in manufacturing and after
wards carried on farming, has also passed from this
life; Frederick, who has engaged in the livery,
hotel and teaming business in Denver, Col., is now
living a retired life in that city; Jason is married

and makes his home in Grant Township, this
County; Abigail, who married a Mr. Robins; Wash
ington L. completes the number.
The subject of this sketch was reared in the
usual manner of farmer lads. He may truly be
called a self-made man for his success is due alone
to his own efforts. At the early age of nine years
he was left an orphan and from that time has had
[0 make his own way in the world as best he could.
Beginning at the bottom round of the ladder he
has climbed steadily upward, round by round un
til at length he has attained to a position of afﬂu
ence. At the age of nineteen years he left the
Green Mountain State, having determined to try
his fortune upon the prairies of the “far west.”
He traveled by way of the Erie Canal and Great
Lakes to Detroit, Mich., and from there proceeded

on foot to Chicago. There were no railroad in those
days and it was no easy task to accomplish so long
ajourney. With only $10 in his pocket he ar
rived in Chicago, where he spent one season in the
employ of Isaac Cook, one of the earliest settlers
of that city, he having been sent out by the
United States Government to oversee the building
of the canal. For two years following Mr. Converse
was engaged at work for E. B. Ward, one of the
prominent men in that early day. At length like
many others he determined to try his fortune in
the gold fields of California and started for the
Paciﬁc Slope; traveling by way of New York City,
down the Atlantic, across the Isthmus of Panama
and up the Paciﬁc Coast to_San Francisco. He at
once began his labors in the gold mines of Dra
goon Gulf or Poor Man’s Creek within three miles

He experienced the usual hard~

Ohio, born in 1836. Her father, Van Ransler
Hazen, was born at Grand Isle, Vt., about 1815,

and died at the age of ﬁfty years in Ohio. He was
a practical farmer and followed agricultural pur
suits dnring the greater part of his life. His wife,
whose maiden name was Angeline Lusk, was born
in the Empire State, but much of her girlhood was
spent in Ohio. ’Both Mr. and Mrs. Hazen were
members of the Disciples Church and were highly
respected people. In the family were four daugh
ters and one son but the latter died at the age of
four years.

Mary Ann, the eldest, is the widow of

Squire Sheldon, a farmer and stock-raiser now de
ceased; the wife of our subject is the next in order;

Caroline is the wife of Charles Wait of Chicago;
and Frances E. is the wife of Walter White of
Avon Township.
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Unto Mr. and Mrs. Converse have been born ﬁve
children, four sons and a daughter, the eldest of

whom is Johnnie B. He was educated in the com
mon schools and in select schools and is one of the
representatives and progressive farmers and cheese
manufacturers of Grant Township. In politics he
is a Republican. He married Miss Nellie Brown
and they have a pleasant home in the locality
before mentioned. Washington who married Miss
Ettie Monaghan, is engaged in general farm
ing in Fremont Township, and by his ballot sup
ports the Democratic party. Frederick, who oper

to the erection of six different church ediﬁces and
other worthy objects have received from him like
substantial assistance. He is well and favorably
known throughout the country and both he and his
wife are held in high esteem for their sterling
worth. We feel assured that this brief sketch of
their lives will be received with interest by many
of our readers who number the worthy couple
among their friends.

ates the old homestead, married Miss Henrietta

Bowman and he too afﬁliates with the Democracy.
Cora is the wife of Oliver Hook, a successful and

prominent farmer of Avon Township and Bertie
T. died at the age of eighteen months. The home
over which Mrs. Converse presides is the abode of
hospitality and by her kindly pleasant manner she
places her guests at ease. The family hold a high
position in the social world and are warmly re
garded by those who know them. Mrs. Converse
has been a true helpmate to her husband, his suc
cess being due in no small degree to her able assis
tance. In one year she made $1,530 worth of butter

while on the old Brissell farm.
In politics, Mr. Converse was for many years a
Republican, but when Grover Cleveland became
the nominee of the Democratic party he changed
his afﬁliations and has since beena supporter of the
Democracy. He cast his ﬁrst Presidental vote for
Franklin Pierce, voting on Lake street, Chicago,
in a little ofﬁce 12 x 14 feet, which was the property
of Mr. Sloan, the compounder and manufacturer of
Sloan’s Condition Powders. He has never sought
ofﬁce but on several diﬁerent occasions has been
chosen by his fellow-townsmen to serve in some
public position. He has been elected Township
Supervisor and Road Commissioner and was one
of the committee which accepted the County Court
House on its completion. He is a faithful member
of the Patrons of Industry. believing that the
organization will effect the best interests of the
farmer. The county has found in him one of its
best citizens and his aid is never sought in vain by
any enterprise or interest calculated to upbuild or
beneﬁt the community. He has given of his means

llARLES LINDSAY, an honored early set
66 tler and prominent business man of Wau
kegan, now deceased, was _born in Dublin,
Ireland, on the 13th of June, 1819, and was of
Scotch-Irish descent. At the age of ten years he
entered upon an apprenticeship to the tailor’s
trade in his native city, and when seventeen years
of age he began working for himself, and three
years later he had in his employ his father, sis
ter and brother, and at the same time was paying

the expenses of another brother who was at school.
He was married in Dublin, in 1842, to Miss Sarah
Morgan, who was also a native of Ireland, and a
daughter of a Government ofﬁcer. Six years later
he bade good-by to the Emerald Isle, and with
his family crossed the Atlantic to America. His
destination was Chicago. After spending a few
weeks at Detroit, be shipped on the steamer “Sam
Ward," which was commanded by Capt. S. Clement,
who was subsequently aresident of Waukegan and
a warm personal friendof Mr. Lindsay. During
the passage up the Lakes our subject learned of
the town of Little Fort, now Waukegan, and that
it was a prominent business point. Accordingly,
he changed his plans and landed at that place in
September of the same year. He at once formed
a partnership with John Collins in general mer
chandising. Two years later Mr. Collins sold his
interest to Alva Fowler, and the new ﬁrm of Lind

say & Fowler, conﬁning their business to the cloth
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trade, continued the connection until 1853,

when Mr. Lindsay bought his partner’s interest.
He then carried on operations alone until 1856, and
was very successful. During that period he built
and occupied the second building east of the First
National Bank. In the year above mentioned he
sold out and went to New London, Wis., where
he engaged in the lumber business and in mer
chandising. He made the change of base at an
unfortunate time, just on the eve of the great com

mercial crisis of 1857.

That panic struck the

lumber interests with fatal effect, and many of the

largest ﬁrms in the country went down. The one
with which Mr. Lindsay was connected was car
rying on an extensive business and their invest
ments were badly spread out when the storm
broke. The result was that he saw his fortune
swept away and also found himself badly in debt.
In a little more than a year after his start in New
London he returned to \Vaukegan a poor man,
and again engaged in business as a merchant tailor.
For seven years succeeding his return he devoted
all his earnings not absolutely necessary to the
support of his family te the payment of his debts
contracted in the unfortunate venture at New Lon
don. He continued in business at Waukegan for
twenty years, and in

1877 removed to Chicago,

where he carried on operations in the same line
quite successfully until his health failed him, and
on the 20th of August, 1882, his death occurred.

His wife survived him some time and died on the
2d of September, 1889.
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay were the parents of nine
children, seven sons and two daughters, of whom
the ﬁrst four were born in Ireland, and the other
three in \Vaukegan.

Charles M., the eldest, mar

ried Margaret Forbes, of Harvard, Ill., and is now

a dealer in musical instruments in Minneapolis,
Minn.; Lewis F. married Hermine Hall and is a
merchant tailor of St. Louis; David J. married

Victoria A. Milner and is a merchant tailor in
Chicago; Thomas ll. wedded Mary J. Kellogg and
is the senior member of the ﬁrm of Lindsay dz
Biddlecom, merchant tailors of Waukegan, of
whom see sketch; Sarah F. died at the age of
nineteen; Samuel W. married Lucy Curtis and is
a jeweler of Omaha, Neb.; Mary C. is the wife of
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L. J. Gurnee, who is in the abstract business in
Chicago; James F. married Carrie Norton and is
a merchant tailor in Chicago; and Franklin, who
married Vinnie Siverland, is a merchant tailor of

Peoria, Ill. All the children grew to maturity and
all are living with the exception of one, a daugh
ter, Sarah F. The parents lived to see their chil
dren worthy and respected members of society and
noticeably active in Christian and church work.
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay were consistent members
of the Methodist Church, in which he was a most
active and inﬂuential worker, both in church and

Sunday-school. His connection with the Metho
dist Church covered a period of ﬁfty years, and he
was zealous and earnest in promoting the cause.

()n his removal to Chicago he became connected
with the Centenary Church, and was a member

of the “Praying Band.” He gave much time and
thought to mission work and as a rule devoted
two or three evenings each weeek to attending re
ligious and temperance meetings in various parts
of the city, often conducting the exercises and
leading the singing. Mr. Lindsay was always a
public-spirited and patriotic citizen. In his youth
and early manhood he saw much of the evils of
strong drink that he became an earnest and out
spoken advocate of temperance, and during all his
life he was active and zealous in advocating total
abstinence.
In politics Mr. Lindsay was a Republican and an
original Abolitionist, becoming a recognized agent
of the Underground Railroad and more than
once in ante-bellum days be aided the fugitive
slave in making his escape to Canada. He was
notably generous and tcmler-hearted, and never
failed to assist those in trouble or distress who
appealed to him for aid. He was a member of all
the Masonic bodies of Waukegan and secured the
Knight Templar Degree in I‘Vaukegan Command

ery, No. 12, K. T. He had attained to the thirty
second degree in the order and was a member of
the Chicago Consistory. In early life he also be
longed to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
but did not maintain his connection with that fra
ternity in later years. He was buried at Wauke
gan with Masonic honors, and his memory is
revered by all who know him.
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,IAMES JAMIESON, County Treasurer of
Lake County, was born in Aberdeenshire,

Scotland, October 12, 1837, and is a son of
Robert andMary (Simpson) Jamieson, also
natiVes' of that shire. He was educated in the
common schools of his native country, and in
youth learned the trade of a machinist, serving a
regular apprenticeship of three years. In 1858 he
emigrated to America, and worked at his trade in
Toronto, Canada, for about six months, then
moved to Chicago and worked at his trade in that
city foratime. In October, 1859,11e moved to
Lake County. making his home at Millhurn, where
he opened a shop and continued to work at his trade
until his election to the ofﬁce of County Treas
urer.
‘
Soon after going to Millhurn Mr. Jamieson put
machinery in a saw mill, which he afterwards pur
chased and operated for about ten years, when
he sold out. Politically, Mr. Jamieson is a Re
publican, and has served his township in several
local ofﬁces. He was Assessor for some years, and
Collector for two years. In the fall of 1890, he
was elected to the ofﬁce of County Treasurer for
four years.

Mr. Jamieson was married in Chicago, January
20, 1871, to Jane Mcldrum, a daughter of William
Jamieson. She was born in Aberdeenshire, Scot

land, August 8, 1853, and came to this country
with her parents when a child of two years of age.
Six children have been born unto them—Lottie,

Maggie, George, Libbie, Robert and Jessie May,
all of whom were born in Millburn. Mr. and
Mrs. Jamieson are members of the Congregational
Church, and, socially, he is a member of Antioch
Lodge, No. 127, A. F. dz A. M., and of Vt’aukegan
Post, No. 374, G. A. R.
Mr. Jamieson is a veteran of the late war for the
Union, and bears several scars received on the ﬁeld

of battle. He enlisted April 22, 1861, on Presi
dent Lincoln’s ﬁrst call for three months’ troops.
He served the term of his enlistment as a member
of Company K, Twelfth Regiment Illinois Infan
try.

On thc 12th of October of the same year he

re-enlisted in Company I, Forty-ﬁfth Regiment
Illinois Infantry, and was promoted to Orderly
Sergeant and took part in the capture of Ft. Don
elson, February 16, 1862, and in the battle of Shi
loh, on the 6th and 7th of April of the same year.

lie was wounded at Shiloh, April 7, by a shot
in the left side, and was sent to Jetferson Barracks,

Mo" where he remained until the following July,
and was then granted a furlough for thirty days.
He rejoined his regiment in September, 1862, and
was again wounded in battle August 31, 1863, re

ceiving two gunshot wounds, one in the left leg
and one in the left thigh. His wounds being
serious, he was conﬁned to the hospital until March
15, 1864.

Although he had been discharged Janu

ary 24 of that year, his condition was such that he
could not be moved sooner. He then went to Chi
cago, where. he remained until November, 1864.
when he again enlisted, but not being physically
able to sum in the ﬁeld, he, was assigned to duty
in the Quarter-master’s Department, and served

until the close of the war, being mustered out
April 30, 1865. Ile then returned to his home in
Millhurn, where he has since resided.
Mr. Jamieson’s father died in 1883, at the age of
eighty-ﬁve years. His mother is still living and
resides at the old home in Scotland, being new
eighty-three years old. Mr. Jamieson has won his
title to American citizenship by a brave defense of
the Ifnion, and sealed his naturalization with his

blood on the, ﬁeld of battle. lIis fellow citizens
have done well to recognize his patriotic service by
electing him to a county ofﬁce for which his busi
ness ability ably ﬁts him.
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AMES C. ANDERSON. It would be im
‘ possible within the scope of a biographical

l sketch of this character to more than out
U line the life-work of the proliﬁc inventor.
and manufacturer, James Caldwell Anderson. The

public records of the Patent Ofﬁce of the United
States give abundant evidence of his genius. and a
full description of his inventions alone would take
volumes if recorded separately. As a manufacturer
he stands to-day preeminently the leader in his
chosen ﬁeld of industry.
Born in the Monongahela Valley, Pa., August 13,
1838, of American parentage, although of Scotch
lrish descent, he developed from early childhood a
passionate l0ve of mechanics. and the playhouse of
the child was a minature workshop which was never
abandoned, but grew in novel mechanical appliances
with the man. So the play wheels set in motion by
the boy developed into the most intricate and pow
erful machinery of the present time.
Owing to the protracted illness and death of his
father, he was at the early age of sixteen compelled
to take a man’s place and begin the struggle of life
in earnest, which led up a few years later to large
manufacturing enterprises requiring much 01 con
struction and invention of versatile scope, among
which was the metalurgy of steel and other metals.
Added to this experience was an ardent love for
his native Pennsylvania hills, with their upturned
und tilted strata exposed to view with the other
ores of the metals, abundant clay and clay shale de
posits, rich in aluminum metal, appealing to the in
ventor to solve the problem of its extraction,
giving it such an irresistible charm that he pursued
this line of investigation autil it led to another in
vention of what is known as the dry clay process,
by which brick and other like clay articles are
manufactured with a beauty of ﬁnish and solidity
of texture never before attained. The invention
involved numerous other inventions of powerful
machinery apparatus and processes, for which he
has been granted more than one hundred patents,
and which has practically revolutionized the art of
brick-making in this country.
By the state of the art no bricks were produced
prior to Mr. Anderson’s invention having a body
color other than that of the natural clay, and the

l

781

clays of Chicago burned only a white or buﬂ’ color.
while the clays of Philadelphia and adjacent
thereto burned a beautiful red, a color then much

sought after. Hence the red bricks from Philadel
phia were shipped to this market at great cost.
These circumstances induced Mr. Anderson to
establish his ﬁrst plant at Chicago, which was done
in 1879, when Mr. Anderson remoaed with his

family to Highland Park, selecting this lovely sub
urb in Lake County for its high ground and pic
turerqne ravines. serving to remind him of his
native hills and valleys of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Anderson possesses the rare combination of
talents which denote the eminent inventor and ex
cellent business man. He is an indefatigable and
ceaseless worker, one who is never more happy
than when busily employed endeavor-ing to solve
some knotty problem in mechanics, or making im
provements in the various devices in which clays
are a prominent factor. Having indomitable Wlil
power and a keen insight into character, he is a
master among men. The soul of honor, he is
thoroughly scrupulous in all his transactions. An
artist by nature, the bent of his mind is decidedly
artistic.
A genial, modest and reﬁned Christian gentle
man it is not surprising that Mr. Anderson posses
ses so many warm friends and admirers, while his
hospitality is proverbial, and his interest on behalf
of those who need it is both practical and sincere.
Eminent as an inventor, and highly esteemed by
all who know him, James CalliWell Anderson has

established his reputation and won success, the
architect of his own fortunes. l-lis inventions will
be handed down to posterity, and the name of
Anderson will be prominent amongst many gener
ations yet to come.
Mr. AnderSOn was married on July 26, 1860, to

Amanda S. Birmingham, of Westmoreland County,
Pa., daughter of Dr. Samuel Birmingham.

Two

children, one daughter and one son were born unto
them. Lillie Eva, married Dr. Charles F. McGahan,
now of Chattanooga, Tenn; James Franklin mar
ried Nettie E. Lewis, of Racine, Wis., and resides
at Highland Park.
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EDWARD P. DEWOLF, breeder of ﬁne
horses, \Vsukegan, was born in Chicago, Ill.,

January 1'2, 1848. He springs from old
French Huguenot stock. The founder of the De
Wolf family bore the name Ettien, on account of
some daring deed he was knighted by King Charles
of France and his name changed to De Loupe.
When religio'us persecution was rife in France this
family, like many others. emigrated to Holland and
the name became Germanized into DeWolfe; the

ﬁnal e having since been dropped. The ﬁrst to
come to America was Mark Anthony DeWolf who
emigrated in 1704 and settled at Bristol, R. I. The
DeWolfs have been given to sea-faring; during
the War of 1812, James ﬁtted out a privateer and
under letters of marque from the Government did

effective service in preying upon English com
merce.
John DeWolf a great uncle of our subject en
gaged in sealing in Behring Sea, sold out his vessel
to the Russian Government, received letters of

credit on St. Petersburg whither he went, thence
to Liverpool and across the Atlantic to Bristol,
thus circumnavigating the globe.
The father of our subject William F. DeWolf
was born at Bristol, R. 1.. in 1811. In early life
he prepared himself for the legal profession which
he made his life work. In 1835 he married Mar
garet P. Arnold. Her paternal ancestor eight gen
erations back, William Arnold was born in Eng
land, came to America and was one of the original

pr0prietors of Rhode Island in 1838. The same
year of his marriage William F. DeWolf emigrated
to Alton, Ill., where he established himself in his

profession and rapidly arose in the estimation of
the people. In 1836 he was sent as representative
to the Legislature, serving two terms. In 1847 he
moved to Chicago where he practiced successfully
some twenty-ﬁve years and where he still lives.
About 1657 he served as City Treasurer a term.
Politically he was a \Vhig, and since a Republican.
He was one of the very ﬁrst to run a dock and do
a commission business in Chicago. His wife died

in Chicago aged sixty-seven, being a member of
the Episcopal Church, as is also Mr. DeW'olf. Of
their eight children only three are now living:
William who was Lieutenant in the Third Artillery
was killed at Williamsburg, Va., May, 1862. The
living are Henry, Treasurer of the Illinois Central
Railroad, who also seerd in the war; Edward F.,
of this sketch, and Mrs. Gen. Albert Erskine, of

Chicago.
After completing his education in the high school
of Chicago, our subject spent a short time in a
wholesale house of that City and in 1868 went to
Ottawa, Kan., where he was engaged three years
in stock-feeding. Returning ’to Chicago be ac
cepted the position of cashier for Farrington &
Schmahl, one of the leading ﬁrms of the city. Not
able to stand conﬁnement he took a trip for his

health to Europe, visiting the great centers of
trade. Upon his return he engaged in the manu
facture of ﬁne glue in Chicago until the market
was cornered and he had to sell or let his establish
ment stand idle. He then opened the ﬁrst strictly
commission wool business in Chicago, in which he
has been more or less interested since. In 1882 he
moved to Waukegan, which has been his home
since. Mr. DeWolf is an admirer of fast horses.
He owns the standard bred stallion—Perry King,
who has a registered record of 2 :235 and a public
trial record of 2:17. Mr. DeWolf is a Republi
can in politics and is a member of the Royal Arca
num of which he s Regent.
At Bristol, R. I., he married. October 25. 1878.
Miss Charlotte H. Middleton. Her father N. Rus
sell Middleton was President of Charleston Col
lege and a man of marked ability. Her grand
father, Henry Middleton, of South Carolina, was
temporially elected. October 22, 1774, President of
the First Continental Congress to succeed Peyton
Randolph who was unable to serve longer on ac
count of ill-health. Mrs. DeWolf was born in
Charleston, South Carolina, 1854. To Mr. and
Mrs. DeWolf was born a child which died in in
fancy.
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